







































































































































































































































































Monrovia, the Miniscer of Information
said that the press was free to report any
other stories including those on corrup-
tion, political issues or otherwise.” How-
cver, Bantu says that the PUL, after delib-
eration, issued a statement, saying that it
viewed with "serious concern and trepida-
tion” the government's acticn, which che
PUL sees as aimed at curtailing press
freedom as provided for by the Liberian
Constitution...”

Charles Onyvango-0Obbo updaies us
from Kampala, Uganda, about his newspa-
per, The Monitor

The government ban on its depar-
ments and state- owned businesses
adverlising with private newspapers
was lifted—for all newspapers excepl
The Monitor. It was the privawe pro-
government newspapers with low cir-
culations that were hurting, With our
numbers, we don't really need govern-
ment adverts 10 sorvive.

Only politicians wouldn’t know it:
such repressive actions only help the
credibility of newspapers, Henee circu-
ation has gone up considerably since
the ban. Private business people, see-
ing this, rushed in 1o book space.

This puts us beyond the point where
the government can pressure us—the
very opposite of what they intended. I
have fears that they will try something
worse. The problem as I see it is not
that the government dovs oot want an
independent press as such; what they
do not want is one which is econpmi-
cally successful enongh to function in-
dependently of all political pratronage.

This is what explains why they will
leta hostile newspaper belonging toan
opposition graup (which invariably has
poor cicculation and <redibiliny) ben-
efit from government advertising, and
not allow an independent, relatively
viable paper owned by journalists to
do sa.

There is a press bill which is coming
before Parliament. It is worse than any-
thing that ever came from behind the
Iron Cortain. It requires that all jour-
nalists be registered by che govern.
ment. The government committes ap-
pointed 1o do this can refuse to license
a journalist, withont explaining the
reason for the refusal. Even after a
journalist is registered, the committes
can cancel his license at will. There is
ni appeal procedure. This committes
will also determine whether one is
gnalified 10 b a journalist. What it
takes to b gnalified is not spelled out.

We will need a lot of international
support, if not 1o fight the bill, then ar
least some of its Deacanian provisions.

1993

Nguyen Quang Dy is back in Hanoi,
and after shopping around for a new job
has decided ta join World Affairs Review
as an editor and to become director of a
new Media Development Center,

Ollve Talley was among several fellows
who took part in a computer-assisted
reporting conference sponsored by
Investigative Reponers & Editors and The
News & Observer in Raleigh in late Octo-
ber. She sent us this report:

The conference inspired me ahont
the future of journalism, rekindling
aptimism that scemed tovanish as soon
as [ returned to the newsroom at the
end of my Nieman year.

Hearing re-entry stories from other
fellows consoled me.

But equally rewarding was the inspi-
ration of witnessing the hoge amonnt
of learning that ook place. Nearly 600
journalists from 42 states, Puerco Rico,
(Guam, Canada and Mexico, came to-
gether to share new ways ofusiog com-
poter technelogy to improve repor-
ing.

We heard lectures on software, hard-
ware, statistics and mach, We learned
the difference berween a database and
a spreadsheet; where 1o find databases
and how to negotiate for them; and
how 10 use computers to improve cov-
erage of beats and politics. We sailed
the Internet and navigated government
holletin boards.

Speakers included several Niemans.
Phil Meyer, whose ficst computer en-
conncer was with Harvard's 1BM main-
frame during his 1967 Nieman year,
urged repomers to view Hypertext as a
new way of thinking about and orga-
nizingtheirstories. {By the way, Francis
Pisani nsesgraphicsand a scriptahont
the Class of '93 as demonstration mate-
rial far his 1 lypertext program.)

Melanie §ill, a corrent fellow, spoke
un using Hypenext for organizing huge
amounts of interview notes and other
material on long-term projects.

I presented “60 1deas in 60 Minures,”
a whirlwind slide show of quick hits,
features, and long-term investigative
pieces using computer-assisted reporn-
ing and a boef explanation of how the
storics were done.

Seth Effron (92}, Tom Regan ("92),
Tom Witosky (92}, and Katherine
Fulton {93 ) rounded out the Nieman
vontingency. Katherine is enjoving
teaching about the new wehnology at
Duke University in a course cnritled
“2001: A Media Odyssey.”

In addition to the scope of topics
presented, what made 1he Raleigh con-
ference unigne was the fact that report-
ers had access to over 100 1BM comput-
ers for hands-un training. With the help
ofdozens of voluntcer instructors from
around the country, reporicrs prac-
ticed using spreadsheets and crunch-
ing dara.

While the last five Pulitzer Prizes in
investigative reporting utilized some
aspect of computer-assisted reponing,
folks at this conference learned that its
uscs are oot limited to scrious take-
outs.

The Miami Herald, forexample, ana-
lyzed vehicle registration records to
profile the 250 Broward Counry resi-
dents who drive Rolls Royces.

The Raleigh IRE meeting was the
most ambitious, most comprehensive
canference on computer-assisted re-
poring ever offered. It will not he the
last.

with the help of a $221.000 grant
from the Freedom Forun, LIRE plans to
offer a similar confercnce in 5an Jose
next fall aned a serdes of newsroom
seminars and training sessions berween
now and then.

As keynote speaker Frank Daniels [1]
pointed out, computer-assisted ceport-
ing is not about computers, 103 about
using computers as tools for better
reporiing and ulrimately, for develop-
ing a sell-sufficient newsroom.

Newspapers’ survival, he said, will
depend on their ability to sell news—
not ads. And it's the new technology
that will cnable us to provide more
meaningful and relevant news that will
he the salvation of newspapers.

‘We must use these news tools and
skills as a catalyst 1o reforge the cred-
ibiliry of our newscooms with our read-
ers, our community and our publish-
ers,” said Daniels, the executive editor
of The News & Observer in Raleigh.’

The tep reporers who already use
this sinfl on a regular basis get teased a
lot about being nerds.

At this point, Fd rather be a nerd
thano a dinosaur. @

Nieman Repons / Winrer 1993 87












