









































praign, Wise public officials koow this
and draft an agenda for government
with only a few proposals if they hope
1wy accomplish any of them. News
urpanizations should do the same. What
has happened in the meeent past is that
some of the more serivus newspapers
and hroadeasters draft a long list of
issues and seck w explain all sides of
cach during 1he: course of the campaign
but without making them a part of the
regular coverage. The public cannot
focus on one hefore the next s
presented.

It is common for editors w sit down
wilth reporters and draft 2 schedule for
publishing issue storics. No o rigid
schedule should ever be planned. Invari-
ably the sitnation changes or the stories
have an obvious connection to the cam-
paign underway. A pond exemple of this
is a format used for years by The New
York Times called Issue and Dobte, It
always followed the same formula: a
bricf intreduction, the pros, then the
coxns and, lastly, a conculsion — wsually
inconclusive — ahout what might hap-
pen. Reporters hated 10 write them and
[ doubt they cver had much of an
audicnce. We could never be accused of
ignoring the issues but there was no
evidence these kinds of pivees had any
impact on the campaigns,

Rather than meeting to plan 2
schedule and assignments for covering
the issues, the time could heteer be used
to focus on which issues are important
and finding wiys 1o integrate reporting
of them with the day-to-day campaign
coverage. How this might wock can be
seen at looking back on the 1988 cam-
paign. The genereal election campaign
opened with many believing that the
most important issue wias what role
CGreorge Bush played in the [ra-Conlm
affair. For a time some jourm:dists pushed
for an answer. But when none was forth-
coming the press gave op. Towand the
cnd of the campaign, the guestion was
hardly ever asked and there was little
effort o uncover new information that
Bush would have had to respond to. [n
campaign covenge it wis rarely men-
tioned, [ appearvd thar the press was
part of officiul Washington's disinclin-
tion to push the matter because fow had

any stomach for artacking a popular
President with only i few months left
0 serve Reporiers, inoany ovent, got
tired of trying in the absenice ot interest
from their home offices to keep the
issuc alive. Bue political campaigns do
respend e constant deamming from the
press it continued  long  enough.
Reportems cannaot awaken a Presidential
candidate in the middle of the night to
get a comument, but a litle of the king
of agercssiveniess shown by The Ternes-
seetnr in 1970 might have helped.

Fear of Partisanship

There are many ways to keep an issus
alive when it appears w be vil Buog
miny nocws organizations treat most
policy issues as if they are unimportant
OF ¢Xist in 4 vacuum separate from the
turmoil of the campaign. One problem
is the fear of appearing partisan if an
issuc is pressed too hard. But thene
should be no neced for that. The idea is
0 forge an issue o be examined and
discussed o the extent that voters have
some concept of where the candidaces
stand on that fssue, For ecxample, say that
poing into the 1992 ¢lkection, there are
signs that inflation will soon be on the
rise. The Presidential candidates, of
course, come forwand with what they
think the remedy shouold be. But a
newspaper finds serious holes in their
remedies and decides it should make
inflation the major issue in its campaign
coverage, even though the candidates
prefer 1o mlk about patriotism or give
their superficial set specebes,

The candidates should e pressed daily
for explanations, Whit segments of the
populiton would be hurt and which
helped by the proposed memedy? What
would be the long-range etfects? How
would the now policy be puot ineo cffect?
Would Congress go along with itz A
on and on. Never mind when the can-
didates will not answer the guestions.
Say so, dlong with 2 hackpround explan-
ation about the faws in the proposcd
remedy. Do not hesicue o repeat the
process, Max Franke! used o say thae
imporant  information bhad o be
repeated at least three times hefore
readers would take nete of it He was

right, hut we still get the retmin, ©Oh,
we've had ghat”” Explanaory and
amalyvsis picees on the issue can be run
ar the same time, bue the main push tor
amswers les i the live  camgaign
coverage, with frequent reminders of
why the issue is imporsane.

Every Presidential candidate has a
stable of specialists who explone various
issues and put out policy sStements.
Bush complained in 1988 that he wis
cotsiantly heing urged by the pross w
say more on the issues but that the press
ignored issue suements being eranked
out in wholesale los back in bead-
quarters. He was right because those
stterments are of licle mone use than the
pany phitforms that cveryone ignores,
cspecially camdidates. They are usually
dmfied by volhunteer expens who mein be
leoking tor a job in the next administre-
pon and are likely o he sanitized and
glossed by campaign aides 1o where they
aveid the hard questions. There is no
substitute for stutements coming dinectly
from the candidate,

Flexibility Needed

For inclosion in campaign coverage:, it
is wise to focus on no more than four
or five issues it a time. Any more would
lead to mon: confusien than that already
existing. But it probably is wise w list
those issues by priority, depending of
course vt the circumstances at the gime:.
The list of issues and their priorities
should be Mexible, suhject 1w change at
any time.

The need Ffor Aexibility can be scen
in a hypothetical case. Suppose that 2
Presidential candidate broadcusts 2 com-
mervial charging that his opponent.
when governor of a Midwestern sute,
ignened the warnings of experts and
permitted the dumping of oxic waste
near @ residential area, resolting in the
deaths of seven people. That should
immediately become the No. 1 issoe un-
til the matter is resolved one way or the
ather, In addition o pressing the candi-
dates as 1o the cruth of the charge, 2ll
of the background involving the inci-
dent should be laid out o br seen in
recspective. In 1988, the Willie Horton
commercial involving the furlough of 2
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Workees, had begun Nek Leafyer 41 years
¢iarclier, s a vehicle for s views, The
magzinge plaved up the association. 1t
played down problems.

“¥t had a podormance of sweat
cakes' — i ‘there are not social pro-
hlems, only a few individual problems.
Sometimes 2 usband kills his wife but
this is ot typical, 7 recalled a depuacy
cditor of the magazine last summer,
Peiry Kormiss,

[n cvery Soviet bloc country, there
was L similar linkage berween the Pay's
high-level women's association and a
women'’s nuysine. Some of the womean's
groups were healthicr than othens. In
Hungary, said Kormiss, “by the 1970s
the organiztion was like 2 hoad without
1 body. The magarine itwlf had more
force than the Women's Associntion

...t was the only activity the associa-
tion had.” he said. "W bad gotten pro-
fit and it wem 1o finance the Women's
Association.”

Struggle for Power

When some cdituors began to go
bevond 'women'sT issues 0 write
about politics, some wrilers keft in
protest, The showdown cane when the
editor retired and the magazine
cmplovees  rejected  the  successor
dictated by the Women's Association,

“They wanted che power and we were
the power” he said. The new editor
would have steered stories “out of
politics and policy and toward “femi-
nine’ storics. But we were the memhers
of this army of change in politics and
50 we wanted to get independences”

[n its Seprember 1989 dssue, the
nuigazine declared it no longer wias the
voice of the Womens Association,
chunged the name from Woanens Woekly
w0 Hunparicn Womens Weekly or
Magyar Nok Lapje and ook the
subscription list 0 a4 newly founded
cditortal house. " They were glad o have
us, We were profitable.”

The Women's Association never
followed through on its threat o start
another magazine, noer did it ke legal
action. By July 1990, the magazine had
formally severed its Conumunist Pary
tivs and became the property of the
new stic-owned puhlishing house,

A sociologist and media analyst, De

28 Nivnun Reports

Andrs Sackw of Budapese, said the
mugazine succecded partly because it
wis much beteer than the association.
In severl cases chey were melatively
progressive,  rying 1o promofe a
sociological understanding of women's
problems”” The public had seen thoe the
Hungarian Wonen's Association got
huge state subsidies for never doing
anything ... They never cared about
Hunparian women. only about their
Black lims”

The magazine rebels also capitalized
on a leophole in the legal syvstern in-
herited from Communism, where ihe
law does ool recognize ‘good will” as
anything that has vidue and it docs not
recognize subserigtion lists or advortis-
ing as legal gouds that can he hougli
arxd sold ™

The magazine’s future was far from
secure. New readers had signed on
durityg the nationally controversiod fight
for independence but the 1990 @eces-
sion had sent sales plunging o half the
1988 high of 949.000. And it had many
new competitons, There bad been about
3040 newspapers and magazines during
Communism but as of mid-1990 there
were 2,700 — probubly far o many
for a country of 1 million.

The Polish science-Tiction magazine
Ferntteestykeer had rrieed a less oclebrueed
and unsuceesstul breakaway from the
parey s paety media monoepoly. It was
like scrfs against the chiefs. It proved
impossible, But we still pursued v said
edditor Lech Jecemyk, who bad left a job
as English ditde translator for @ publishing
enterprise o help stars Faotasivieas in
1982 By 1990 it had Polish ocewsstand
sales of 1000003 and also was sold in
other Fastern Furopean and  Soviet
cities. [ts very success made BESW hold
it closer [ 1988, (the editons and
craployees registered  the  Frsreastyke
e as i privae comgrany and sought
i fimancial angel to try to take it private.
“The old company wouldn't ler us
oul . .. But we were all set, waiting for
the possibility””

¥When Parliament moved to liquidate
RSN in eurly 1990, that luoked like the
break they needed. Wrong., The new
government, preoccupicd with closing
the busket cases and shoring up weakl-

ings 50 they could e sold, was all oo
happy to keep hitched o anything profi-
table, “And we knoew we woe making
momey, ahout Q0 million zlotys 2
maonth (or 310,000, he said.

The writers and cditors forced the
issue. They put an almost imperceptible
SNowal' ' in fromt of the Fanfastykes
mame. That got action. They were leased
the title until a sale was sealed in July,
il a price of 2.5 percent of the profits.
The technical editor, who bad worked
an layouts with the RSW printers, was
clvated to manager and put in chamge
of sales and distribution. Everything ¢lse
remained the same, especially the logo
and the cover artist, in bopes of keep-
ing newssiand identity with readers,

Of the many thousands of new
publications laanched since lae 1989,
from serious lilerary journzls to munchy
pornographic magazines, some were
MAjor investments, some minor.

A Bulgarian Example

In Bulgaria, for insance, Rosica
Pisheva sicsed on the opening to
democrwy to plin a magazine “ahout
culture, architecture, films, liwejure”
she fimst persuaded her boss at the st
film hoard, where she wrote publicity
for curment movies, o let her creae a
mini-ethloid review “that would make
people interested in our films . and
give us professional work. He said okay,
if vou do the work and find the ink and
the printer”” She did that and more, Six
weeks lawer, 5,000 copivs of Kingfikacia
were published. After six more issues
had appeared by carly July 1990, she
was chullicnt but cautious: “"Now we
think we'll do our wn magazioe But
wi'll wait a bit. About GO new maga-
zines and newspapers have been ingro-
duced |since the governmeot changed
in late 1989]... Some of them will
die"”

This quick hirth-to-death cycle was
trug gcross Eastern Lurope, as optimism
collided with che reatities of the
markciplace, [ wasn't clear wha
market there might be for what, Pomo-
graphy sold. often financed by
torcigness. Litenury jourmals launched by
local reeme-Brand writers went buse,

Crech novelist Miroslay [vanov was
among 120 Crech writers who founded



¢ club of oon-Party members in
November of 1989. They started a
woekly maparxine, AT, with initial
cicculation of 60,060, The publisher
wis o ke 60 percent of the profits, the
writers 40 percent fand we'd guaranee:
the quality”” Ivanov sid.

I'he fimt issue of ATD was accepted
with cuphortia,” he said. “In the begin-
ning it really looked as if we would
make money. But then the market is
over satuied.” By carly July when he
was inteoviewed, AT was down to
35.000 circulation “and the sponsor
said that's enough. This week we did
the last issue”

There was ton much of a good thing,
Too many prople had the same idea as
the ATD writers. V'If you bear in mind
that for 40 years vou couldn't do
anything . . . Now there are 270 new
pablishing permics for book publishers
and magazines. That's not very casy 1o
carry in the burnden of freedom. [t's like
coming out of a cave and then your
head stares turning and you're feeling 2
dizziness.”" Ivanov now questions “how
culture is going to be accepted in the
coming years;, how it will act i1 the new
market economy.’”’

Some cultural magazines were being
kept alive by subsidics inditeotly fund-
ed through the US. government. The
National Endowment for [Democrcy
gave 390,000 1o the Institute for
Democracy for Polish publications, for
insunce. Applications wene received
from 93 magazines and 42 other
publications, for a total of 590,000,
The Institute decided not o fand
publications that had not yet appeared
or were part of another ompnization
and it rejected appeals o eliminate
existing deficits,

ling Polish-bascd magazine whose role

model is The New York Review of

Hooks, called Ex Libris, The Polish and
East European Roview of Books, [t asked
for $510 to cover the cost of mailing
free copics o key Lastern Eumopean
courtries, kit got 600,

Lx Libris reviews beoks and contem-
porary authors published in Poland and
Eastern Europe as well as Western books
about the region. Last June, is issued a
high-style 26-page tubloid prototype 0f

A magazine ic expecred o publish in
October, Then the politicadly connected
cditor, Beate Chmiel, got an offer she
couldn’t refuse: a joint venture with o
major  daily  newspaper. Zychie
Weerszanwa. The offer came from the
new editor, Kazimiczaem  Woycickim,
soon after the government named him
w0 replace a former Party appointee it
hiad fired.

A Double Gain

Both the paper and the new licgrary
revicw had something © gain. The paper
gained a stable of well-known wriness,
neirly all of whom had refusad to write
for it during martial L. The magazine
could promise its contributors cxposuze
to the pzper's 200,000 readers, a far
broader audience than the stand-along
review could have achicved on its own.

"It was a surprise to us, We hadn't
expected  such  swift change”  said
Monika Agopsowicz, a4 review editor
“We are independent, as far as the
editorial content and that is valuable, bat
we have their circulation”

For the fimt three months, sarcing
Junc 29, Ex Libris appeared as a four-
page section in the brogd-sheet
newspaper. A similar armngement was
made with a major daily newspaper in
Cracow. By October, Ex Libris was 1o
have gone to ity originil 26G-page wbloid,
included as a bonus to readers of the
Marsaw and Cracow newspapers.

[t was an armnogement chae any
cultural magazine would have relished.
Most of them faced bleak prospects. The
Polish government continued  direct
support 1 only six veweran cultural
mugazines, Most had small circulations,
large reputations and no prospect for
survival without ourside money.

One of them, Digiag, was founded in
1956 and built an internation: reputa-
tion, parily because it managed w keep
censors at bay for much of the time.
lost omly sin issues during martial law.

Diafogs furvign editor, Malgorzt
Semil. who joined the mupazine two
decades  earlier, worried  about  the
plummcting fortunes of Poland's
theater. One-thind of the theawer come
panies had heen financed by the st
two-thinds by local governments. Those
subsidies woere unlikely w continue,

How w market the nugazine wis
another dilemma, “one of those tercible
crises. Bur we seem 10 be weathering
it, 7 Semil said. VAl these problems of
petting inder the kiosk, Some say we
should sell it on the street, Some
publishers are deing just that” The
Jusuits were printing (the neigazine, and
ahsorhing  printing  costs, and  the
Ministry of Culture grant subsidized
payroll and design costs. Circulaticn
wils down from the Communist ers
high ot 5,0(00. It cost 3 cents por copy.

A different sort of dilemma taced the
entrepreneurs at the hundreds of under-
ground magazines thar bad fought the
sute-controlled  system for  decades.
Most closed. Some fought the trend and
stayed alive, at least temporarily, For
nuny, thete was an iconic edge to the
rcality  that when  political change
occurred, it was at the cost of their
survival,

Manv of the publications bad thou-
sands of maden who had remained
loval For more than a3 decade. The
motivation for the writers and edicors,
as well as the readers, was fervor for
political change, not for money, Now
there was a shormge of revolutionary
wal — and sill no money.

Of the 1,200 underground o seriiz-
deat magazines and newspapers tracked
in Poland since the late 1970s, ahout
600 had appeared regularly, Some were
written for workers at a specific factory,
others werv professional magazines,
hacking the Solidarity union and ies
challenge to Communism. At the time
of the Rounduble tilks between the
Communists and the Solidarity unicn in
1989, about 300 were still publishing.
A year laer, only a handful remained
underground, this 1ime opposing 1he
sSolidarity government,

One atempting an - above-ground
reingarmation was a pocketbook-sized
literary journal, Keltura Nierdleznea.
Kreftura's underground survival had
heen assured for the last decade partly
due to an annual grant of $2,000 from
the Instituge for Demaocracy in Eastern
Lurope, based in New York, which they
no lenger rely on,

Through the 198()'s, Kuftera became
a small-circulation class act, publishing
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because they ane waiting for inspiration.

In my own case theee are days when
the result is so bad that no fewer than
five revisions are required. However,
when P greatly inspired, only four ane
necded before, as 've often said, [ put
in that note of sponancity which vven
my meanest critics concede. My advice
16 those cager students in California
would have been, “don't wait for the
golden moment. Things may well he
worse”

I would also have warned against the
flocking wndency of writees and its use
as a cover for idleness. [t helps greatly
in the avoidance of work to be in the
company of others who are also waiting
for the golden momen:. The best place
o write is by yourself because writing
then hecome an escane from the werrible
boredom of your own personality. It's
the teason thae for vears [ fvored
Switzerland, where [ looked at the
telephone and yearned (o hear i ring,

The questton of revision is Closely
allied with that of inspiration. Thene
may be inspired writers for whom the
lirst draft is just right. Bui anyvone who
is not certifiably a Milon lud betwer
assume that the fimt draft s 2 very
primitive thing. The reason is simple:
writing is difficult work. Ralph I3, Baing,
who munaged Fortfine in my time, used
to say that amvone who said writing was
cusy was either a bad writer or an
unregeneraze lian Thinking, as Voluline
avowed, @5 also 2 very tedious process,
which men or women will do anyehing
10 avoidl. So all fime deafis aoc deeply
flavwed by the nced 10 combinge compao-
sition with thought. Each Luer one is
less demanding in this regared: henee the
writing can be hewer, There does come
a time when revision is for the sake of
change — when one has become so
hored with the words than anything that
is different looks beter. But even then
it may he better,

For months when I was waorking on
The Affinent Sociely, my title was “The
Opulent Society”' Eventually [ could
stand it ne longer; the work opulent™
had a masty, greasy sound. One day,
before starting waork, [ looked up the
synonyms in the dictionary. First 1o
meet my oye wis the word “affluene,”

1 had omly ane worry, that was whether
I could possiblyv sell it we oy publisher
All publishers wish o baye books catled
The Crisis in American emiocracy
The title. 10 my surprise, was acceptable,
Mark ‘Baain once said thar the differ-
cned beeween the cight work and almost
the right word is the difference between
lightning and a lightning bug.

Next. Twould have stressed a mther
eldd-Bashioned idea — brovity — o those
students. [t was, above all. the lesson of
ITarry Luce. No one who worked for
him ever again escaped the feeling chae
he was there looking over one's
shoulder: In his hand wus a pencil;
dewn on cach page one could expect,
at any moment. i long swishing wigele
accompanied by the comment: “This
cian go.' lovariably it could. It was
written o please the auchor and not the
reader. Or to fill in the space. The gains
from brevity are obvious; inomost effons
toy achieve it the worst and the dullest
goo And it iy the womt and the dullest
thar spoil the rest,

I know that hreviey is now out of
Lo The Near Yok Reeiew of Books
prides el on piving its aathors s
much spaee as they wut oud some-
tines twice as muach s they need.
Writing for whvision. on the other
I, as 1 learned @ number of years ago

- The Age of Uncertainly — is an ox-
ereise inrelentless condensation. 1t left
nmwe with the feeling thit even brivity
can be carried to extremes, But the
duanger, as 1 look at some of the newer
fashions in writing, is nol grear.

The next of my injutctions, which i
would have imparted with even less
hope: of success, would have concerned
dlcohol. Nothing is so pleasant. Nothing
is 50 imporant for giving the writer a
sense of confidencs in himself. And
nothing so impaies the product. Again
there are exceptions: [ remember a
brilliant writer . forfiere for whom |
was responsible who could work only
with his hat on and after consuming a
bkottle of Scotch. There were major
crises for him in the vears immediaicly
afrer World War [1 when Scotch was dif-
ficult o find. Buc it is, quite literally,
very sobering o nefleet on how many
pood American  writers  have  been

destroved by this soluce — by the sance.
scotl Fitzperndd, Sinclair Lewis, Thomas
Wolte, Ernast Hemingway,  William
Fatilkiner — the Hst goes on and on.
Hamish Hamilton, onrce v Lnglish
publisher. pur the guestiom (@ James
Thurber: “fim, why is it s many of
vour gredat writers have ruined
themselves  with drink?”” Thutbet
thought long amd carefully and finally
replied, It's this way, Jamie. They wrote
those novels, which sold very well
They made a let of money and so they
could buy whisky by the case”

Their reputation wias universal. A few
veurs before his deach, John Swinbeck,
an appreciative but not a4 conmpulsive
drinker, went o Moscow, [T was a crium-
plud tour, and ina letter that he sene nw
about his hosts, he said: T found 1
cnjoved the $ovict hustlers pretty much.,
There was a kind of vowb{iul honesty
shout their dllicht intentions (hat was not
withowt charm.” 1 Later heard that one
night. after a particularly  effusive
celehration, he decided 10 return o the
howel on foot. On the way he was over-
come by fatigue and the hospitlity he
haed reccived and sat down en a bench
in 2 small park 1o rese. A policermin,
called o militiiman in Moscow, came
alomg and informed fohn, who was
o gsleep, and his companion, who
spoke Russian, that the benches could
not be occupicd ar that hour. Fis com-
painicen explained. rightly, that John was
d very great Amwerican writer and chae
an exception should be made. The
niilitiamein insisted. The companion
caplained  again and  insisted  mone
stnongly. Presently 2 tmnscendental light
came over the poeliceman's face, He
looked at Stweinbeck asleep on the
bench, inspected his conditien more
closely, reeoiled slightly fmym the fumces
andd said. “oh, oh, Hemingway” Then
he ook off his cap and tiptoed carefully
away.

W are all desperately atmid of sound-
ing like Carric Nation. 1 must cike the
risk. Any writet who wants 1o do his
hest aguainst & deadline should stick w
at the very most Coca-Cola

Next, [woukd have wanted wo el my
students of i poiot strongly pressed, if
my memory serves, by George Beroard
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AReNCY s system of rokring nannging editors,
Dudman is ¢on his fifth annual three-month
stint, ang Drelis is winding up his fisst cour
of duty.

—1958—

Faor news about DEAN BRELLDS, sec iteim
on Sourh-North Naeas Service under 1954,

10—

TOM DEARMORE writes: Assuredly. for
those of us with the writing habit, retirement
should not be an introduction to laziness,
There is time for some serious work, which
might prove o be our best. Life, young or
old, is specwiative, but the chance is thene,
The sea of opporunity awaits, as old Ullysses
saw it strerching out from his dull island o
the horizon.

One assurance is that the archivetune of
words is not dependent on lively physigue;
indeed the diminution of the physical ater-
butes may coincide with the developrment of
more muscular thought, Or so we must
hope, as we depart inoe netirement, 1 did this
recently, leaving The San Francisco
Examiner after 12 yean of cditing the
ecliterrial pages and writing cditorials, tking
carly relirement at 63 becanse of an
asthmatic difficuley. My wife;, Reba, had diexd
the year before, After mone than -0 years of
pouriog out opinions on four newspapers,
including the dearly remembered Frening
Stgr in Washington, the brve Arkarnsas
Grezzerte in Little Rock, and my Eamily's week-
Iy on the nocthern fringe of Arkansas, from
which I went to the Nieman experienge, 1
have chosen for retiement the model
heartland city of Springlicld, Missouri,
population 140,000, Bt is near the old
hometown: 1 attended Drury College in
Springficld long ago, amd Washington is a
relatively short jump away on TWA.

1intend to go there, bothering people of
influcnce and crudition, working on poos-
pective magazinge and op-cd pleces. and 2
book, quite likely, And in early notes, 1 am
drawing from the file of the Nieman years,
nemembering old lessons almaost forgotien.
And people of majestic quality whose wornds
I still can hear — Lippmann, Frost, Macleish,
Lichling, and buwyant young Jack Kennedy,
with whom 1 traveted in his snowy cunpaign
in New Hampshire, along  with  fellow
Fellows Reg Murphy and VAL Exwaran. The
great minds of media commentos, visiting

Harvird, had twold us Jack had scarcely a
chance for the nominaion, but we wene
young and miive enough oy go up and skid
along with him anyway,

And thae was part of the beginning ot
wisdon: Challenge the experts. 1 hope
continue  that occupation, using  the
microchip commumnicitive ools of @ new age
in which informational  boundaries  ane
vanishing, so that Springfield, MO, essentially
is an cxurh of Washinguon, or almose any
place clwe of imporcinee. Unlike old Ulysses,
we can sail far these dayvs in pursoit of
knowledge without hoisting any canvas ar
hailing any warer

We don't know if he ever pot seaborne,
bt the trying is what's impomant, for oatur-
ing Niemans and othess who, with some
menal electricity nemaining, might shed
more light in their elder years than they ever
did in all those yeurs of meeting the dead-
lines with stuff that sometimes was off the
teyy oof the hend

—19G4d—

Thiv fs o letter thet MORTON MINTY sent
fer Bis classenales and the one respronse be
recefted, from JAMES H. MoCARTYEY:

1 begin wiib an abjeat apologry o all of you
in the Class of "6 IF we were Marines rther

than Nicmans, 1 would have w say — so
apologedc am 1 — thar Uve been roten w
the corps.

Many, many years ago, as I oeeall it, Tenney
Lehimizn, then the oditor of Nerman Reports,
asked the chaivman of each Nieman class o
sutrmit items for Class Nowes,” 1 easually —
o0 casually — accepred the responsibilicy
fiyr the "G4y, The mesponsibility was one dhat
[ v Left unfulfilled, [ confess, for o guarker-
century oF 50, When T heand news of any of
vou, [ wias alwiys interested, checeed, or
congerned, s appropriate; ver 1 oonfess thar,
increddible though it may seem, it somehow
didnt move me, if it occuroed (o me at all,
ty pass on the news o Cambridge. The
result, as you may have noticed, is that each
issie of Niginaa Reports which hrings noews
of several classes narely has 2 wond of our
class. [F1 may be permitted to hold up my
head long enough to sav so. 1 will dare mam-
bl a whincy, shamelessly self-serving excuse:
cach of you has always been quite capable
of reponing your own newborns, hooks,
triomphs, whene-l-am-nows, cte,

Although at dmest 69 [ am for think 1 m)
in such goud health that T absolutely expect
W live lorever (iF Anidta can sand i), [ think

it's time w cleanse my soul by owning up
w2 my gross derelection, What prompted me
o come clean wis that the exceutive direc-
toar of the Fund for Investigative Journalism
has senit out @ press release announcing in
part that [ necently became chairman of che
ELJ. Thanks to a handout from an organiza-
tion | head. might The crassly celebraced in
the €Chiss Notes while each of you may go
uneelebryted?s The thought burned  my
S TR

Surely many among vou are more enrigded
than | to the transient tame offencd by
Nienman  Reports. Tor example, Jerry
Schecter, whose Latest book, Kbriushbober
Remembers: The Glastnost Tapes (ho was Co-
editor and rranshaor), was published recendy.
Bob Korenpold is the Parisian jewel in the
coown of Us vmbassy spokesmen. im
MeCartoey is a Knight Ridder columnist-
cminenee ovenl while in lepad retirement. Roy
Reed is at work on a biography of former
Arkansas Governor Fanbus.

By wuy of penance for my abysmal non-
performance, 1 suggest that cach of vou —
toreign Niemans no  less than  domestic
Niemans — consider coming out of the cold
w3 neport that which vou may wish to repon
{yvour chairman herewith grants a dispensa-
tion 1o Tom Boss, 2 former Assistant Secrenry
of Detense, among other things, o announce
the derails of his new executive post ar Hill
& Knowlton without disclosure of his com-
pensation packige)

As further penance, 1 do solemmly swear
[ will pass on ey Niewnan Keports such items
2% vou may choose w funnel thirough e 2nd
will if necessary, knit them together — just
as [ was supposed o have done all these
years. Please understand that this is net
inwnded to bar the door at One Francis
Avenue to any items thag you, or your
emplovers, book publishers or whoever, nuy
prefer wr offer  independently,.  Humble
though [ am, 1 sl feel that the less work
for me, the happicr 1 will he

1 should add that 1 asked the Nicman office
for a list of names and addresses of the Class
of i member. and that one of our
collecagues, dismayingly, is lsted this way:
CWoon-Yin o PangACurcent Address
Unknown).” I'm entclosing 4 copy of the list.

1 hexpe that each of you is in good healeh,
prospering, s happy as the world allows,
and forgiving of my toespiss.

With Fondest Memories of Qur Year
Together, and With All Best Wishes!

Aned fing MoCartney’s response:

Dear Mort,
[ ceceived yoor letter of apology, and all
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1972, ficst as a city reporter, then as the
papet’s war correspondent in Vietnum. e
covered the Middle Easeoannd swiis the pagrec’s
White Flouse correspondent befone keaving
o join The Philadeipbic bigairer Thene he
became night editor. city editor and finally,
metropoelitan editor In 1979 Knight-Ridder
hired him as oditor of the Lexingsen papet

Carroil was gruduso=d in 1963 with 2 B A,
in English from Haverford College. In addi-
tion to being a Nicnun Fellow, he was a
Visiting Journalise Fellow ar Oxford Univer-
sity in 1988, He is marricd and bas five
children.

—1975—

JAMES SCUDDER has a dual career with
1 common thoead — religion. For the past
twa years he bas been the Religion Editor a
The Arbursas Geazette, He has been with The
Gozetle since leaving Fhe Arlensas
Demacrt in 1980, [n his other career, Mr
Scudder senves as a pastar of o United
Methoxdist Chureh congregation near Litele
Hock where he conducis services every
Sunday for 125 parishionens,

Despite the outbeeak of wir in the Persian
Guli, an am:zing amount of international
attention focused on Buftials when the Bills
went w the Super Boawl, says THOMAS .
DOLAN, 2 repocter for The Buffulno News.
“Buffalo lovers surfaced overvwher: We
never had se many friends. Seddenly our
poOfters weie being miiervicewed and our
librarians were peppemed with quoestions
about local lore, Néenaar Reports even called
tor see how | was doing.” Answer: just fine,
thanks, he says. Formecly 2 reponer wich e
Chicagn Sun-Times, Dolan joined Toe New's
in 1987 and has specialized in investigative
eporting, including some carly evelations
about the HUD scandal, which first surfac-
«d in Buffalo in 1985, but was lagely ig-
nor:d by the pational media. He was a 1984
winner of the Distinguished Ucban Jour-
nmalism Awand given by the National Urban
Ceoalition, Dolan and his wife, Judith, are
tusing two children, Kue, @ and Terry, -

—1978—

WILLIAM H. HENSON is finally petring
the chance o do something that he has
wanted o do foeal least a dozen yvears: write
a play. The desire. he says, had been per-

coliting tor e great while ond wis ~timu-
Lited by in discussion in s Nienan vear tn
Hobwrr Aawderson, the plavwright

Now Houand e o SIRECEIC ssuaes
for the Ohiio Bell lilephione Company, Hen-
s0n has the exira time and cnergy be lacked
while deputy cditor of the editorial pages of
The Clrelund Plain Decler With four
others he is @Ring 2 coume in playwriting
at the highly acclimed Clhacland Play house
He is not ready to divalge any deeails of the
play be is writing but he does say that Ander-
sens cliscussion was an Cimpostne Clenent”
in his decision o o ahead.

Henson joined Ohic Bell in 1988 after
yvears on Toe Plain Deater. Farlier he had
been cditor of the op-cd page of The San
Francisco Examiner, editorial writer for The
Datflus Times Herald and chicl editorid
writcr for Gulf Publishing in Biloxi,
MinsisaIPpL.

—1979—

FRANK VAN RIPER and MARGARET
ENGEL visited with their Nieman olassnate
Donald Wonds au o rousing, gospel choir
benetitin Washington for the Mickey Leland
Schokarship program in South Africd, Dongld
not only was the featured speaker, he also
played a shorwened version of one of his
pisne compaositions, The scholarships ace
given o pharmacy students. Also in atten-
dance was Alice Bonner NF '7H, who is on
the bouand of directors of Medical Education
for South African Blacks, Inc., the group
which ompanizes the scholaships. Frank, and
his wife, Judith Goodman, photegraphed the
event for MESAB.

MARGARET ENGFEL and her husband,
Bruce adams, anc the panenes of Hugh
Wilson Adams. now 10 menths old. He joins
sister Emily Engel Adams, 3-%. Marganet.
who runs the Alicia Faterson Foundition.
is serving as treasurer of the Husaod $imons
Foundmion, which is mising moncy for
programs for Natve American jounalists.

—1981—

PETER ALMOND became the duefense cor-
respandent for FhAe Deaily Tidegrepd in Lon-
don on August 1, 19990, He previously held
the same position with The Wishington
Times until July,

The day after assuming his new position,

Irp ionaded Kowsait, As i result, Peter spent
more than six weeks in Saudi Ambia and
reports that classmate David Lamb was ilso
in Saudi Arbta covering the war for The Los
Angefes Hmes Innote o Nierary Repiors,
Peter weites thae “fottonately. in these hectic
months 1 have bl the strong support of
another  Nienan  Fellow,  Foreign Editor
NIGEL WADE. from the Class of 83 [
believe we form the majority of the Niemans
still active in journalism in the UK.S

Preer, his wife Anna, and their children,
Nicholas and Jetteey, ceside in the same
houwse they lived in when be was the
London/Furops  correspondent  for The
Tines in 1987

On Janoary |, GERALD BOYD became
mctopolitian cdiver of The Newr York Times,
He was formerly Special Assistant o the
Maming Editor.

—1982—

CHRIS, MARY JG and EYAN BOGAN are
welcoming spring u their new addoess in
Lexington, MA. where they moved last July
from Medford, “The move’ they say,
“liberated us from an urhan neighborhood
) 2 home with woods and a brook”

Chris is sull an the TQM Group, a manage-
nment consulting fiem hased in Cambridge
and specializing in quality improvement, The
startup firm is in dts second year and s
“riding on a roller coaster Of highs and lows
huilt around an uncemain economy and a log
of hand waork”

A high of 1990 was that Chris led the con-
sulting wam chae assisted the Federal Expross
Corporarion in winning one of the Maleolm
Naidrige National Quality  Awands, the
|rrostigions national recognition of excellence
among American corporations. Chris finds
the job "rigarous and rewarnding ™ becaose it
gives him che opportunity o work closcly
with some of America’s best companies.

“Noone here is puessing what lics ahead
tor the long-term futare,” Cheis and Mary Jo
sy, VAl we can o say is thae the mernyv-go-
round i in MeTUon. our cyes are open, our
hearss wre willing, and iF we pass 2 big brass
riog, we'll e sure 1o grab i’

—1984—

In the Winger edition, Mieman Nots
annuunced the adoption of 4 child by the
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DERRICK [ACKSONS (he is 2 Boston Globe
colummise), We also noted that they werc
awziting the hirth of another child, On
Octoher 27, Michelle gave birth w a nine-
pound boy, Tana Frantz Azande.

—1985—

Cetrtdd Risspuwint wevifes to wpxdale by Nieinon
Sriends on what sbe is currently doing:

The six-hour PRS documentary e been
working on aired in January. Reviews ol
Making sense of the Sixties were mostly
favorable though onge or two were stinkers
— IV Cricde said the series was as Vtrivolous
as the decade™ Well, my fricods liked ica
lot. And the series did well in most narkets.

My joh, besicde narrating it, was deciding
whom o interview — who could wll the
stories we wanted to hear with hoth bead
and heart. [ do love my characters, and they
were 4 hit.

Now ['m the world's oldest living inweren,
working at the Portland, ME CBS affiliate,
Learning quite a bit abour TV barricrs w
good journalism, among other beter things,
[I's quite amazing how unconsimined by
commercial necessity of video necessity my
derade in Public Radio was, Welcome to the
world, huh?

Final hit of neas: 1 plan to visit Jeerd
Eddings in South Africz this spring, Need I
say how much I'm loaking forward o it?

—1986—

GUSTAVQO GORRITI repons the birth of
a third daughter, Dafma, on Novenber 22 Tase
vear. “She was born like her sisier Galia a
very strong nine-pounder, and with this the
Crorritis beliewe thae cheir conteibution to the
survival of the human mee is aceornplished.”

As Rar Gustave, his bool, Sexndern, received
good reviews and has been the Peouvian best-
seller at 9,000 copics, an exceptional number
in that couniry. Ie is the first of three
volumes, A review of the timst is in this issue
of Nieman Reports.

After Senders was published, Gustavo
saddl, he was suhject to Usubtle pressore from
the security torees w disclose the names of
some sources for the boek, and the Shining
Fach clandestine paper made a2 pavint of men-
tiening my home zddress and what was
inside the house, Other than that manifesia-
tion of voyeurism, we are happy to inform
that we continue 0 be safe and sound ™

3 Nieman Repors

The second volume which Gusavao s
now working on. should be out in July or
Aurust, [n the moeantinse he s loee-kncing
1y help pay the bills,

Anvther high note for the Gorriti family
is that ulder daoghirer Edith is scheduled w
graduate in July foom New York Univemily
with 2 degree in psychology,

—1987—

MARTHA K. MATZKE has been named
Associate Scerctary of the Univensity and
ircetor of Puhlic Affairs at Yale University.
She advises the president and his staff on
exterital-relations matters and oversees the
univemity's community-relutions program,
press office and carnpus newspaperc. She
previously was vice presidemt of Editorial
Projects in Pducation (EPE), the nonprofit
onganization char estahlished The Chranicle
of FHgher Education. She was also the co-
founder anud exceutive editor of Felrncaiion
Week, an independent mational newspaper
stacted  in 1981 by EPE tw cover the
preculivgiawe sector,

ROUG anel LIBBY CUMMING report the
birth of a4 "'oeal sweer™ habw girl on Nov 1L
seven pounds, two ounces, Libhy says Sarah
Rewse Cavmmingg was born “ouick aned healthse™
and chart hig hrothers Daniel, tive years old,
and William, three and a half, are thrilled
with their hahy sister Doug is education
editor for The Atkinia_fonarnal-Constitution.

VALEBIE HYMAN writes of the birth of
her and husband Mark Howeard's first child,
“Jocelyn Rose Hyman Howard, cwo middle
rames, one lust name, no hyphen!”” Jocelyn
Rose was bom on Dec 20 and weighed seven
pounds, Mark has left Newsdey w become
Executive Business Editor of The Sarusole
Hergded-frtbtne, Valerie Continues as Director
of the Program for Broadoast Juumalists ac
the Poyouer [nstiture, S0 Peiershurg. Valerie
also reports that her ¢lass had @ three-day
mini-resnton in July on Yancoover sland in
British Columbia at a rustic resort called
“Point No Point”, where they watched killer
whiles frem the shore, hiked, biked, pic-
micked, pned went om o1 sunset cruise in
Vincouyver Hav

—1988—

On Febo 16, Lindsiay diller was marricd to
Perer Ambler ar the Fint Congregational

Church in Cambridge. An cruhusiastic group
of Nieman class-mates were there o cheer
her o Susan Dentzer (87 aned Chiarles
Alston ('B7). Ellie Drecher (8H),  Dale
Muharidge (BR). Michele McDonald ("B},
Filcen MeNamara (88, William Sutton {88},
Barbara Ross (91). and Callie Crossley (830,
as wwell as Lois Fiore, Assisunt (o the Curator
at the Nicman Foundation. A hongymoon in
Paris. Lindsay is now o producer for World
Momitor, a television news broadeast of Fee
Christian Science Mavitor e Bostot,

FILINOR BRECHER uf $he Micini Herald
wi fiost place in the Americin Associacion
of Sunday and Feature Editors excellence in
writing competition 1990, for a story about
a Fort Landerdale mini-skirt rape case,

MICHELE MCDUNALD of The Boston
Globe won three priecs in the 1999 Buston
Pruess Photographers competition. She won
a first place in the spot news category for
a street shot showing a passechy subduing
a rohbert suspect. This photo was alse
designated best in show. McDonald's other
prize was lor third plice in the personality
CAWLOLY.

FUGENE ROBINSON. Wushingion st
cormespondent hased in Buensos Aires, Argen-
tina, has informed us of the adoption in
Washington of a son. Lowell Edward Robin-
s0m, now six months old. Gene reperis that
he and his family are enjoying their time in
South Americz, whernt they will be for at
least anather vear, He is traveling a lot; his
wife, Avis, is teaching ar the American High
School, and their elder son, Aaron, is playing
soceer a1 the Aamerican School where he s
in the third grade.

EILEEN MOUNAMARA of The Bosion Globe
gave hinh on Nevember @, w Katherine
Conrud May. Katherine joins her hrothees
Timothy, 5, and Patrick 2. Peter May, the
tather, covers the Celtics for The Globe

—1989—

JOREPH THLOLOE is une of two staffers
of The Sercetan in Johannesburg who have
Been wiven a yeac’s leave of abseoce o
enhance their skills in newspaper and genesd
matnagement for the planned gomwth of the
paper into the largest in South Africa.
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