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50 costly 10 overy American smaxpayer,
and chey jusily won prizes for their
efforis. But they were voices in the
wilderness, and many of their stories
were published long after it was prac-
ticad 1o do anything abowt the prohlem.

My question is; Where wuas the press
when the pubtic needed it most? Was
it oasleep, o was it out chasing stories
that would appeal to shoré atiention
spuns? if che press’s job can be defined
in any small way s cducating and
wurning the public about upcoming
prehlems chat showld be addressed, then
the American press coms Riled abjocrly
in its basic role jo the S&L scandal. Yot
all the signs were there, Freedom of
infornution  reguests and  diligenee
woukd have viclded vital infornuion
carly and persistence and inteeest might
have saved the Republic literally hun-
dreds of billions of dollam. The story
achicved frong-page status only afier it
wis virtuzily impossible to do anything
about the financial upheaval caused by
the perpetrors of the scandal suwl the
wnly remaining 1ask was 10 tote up the
cost. Bven then, some publications and
networks belicved the Tush Admanisira-
tion's sratements minimizing the
enormity of the scamdal.

The: resulting damage o the public
pumse should be sobering o editomn
everywhere, Indecd, it calls for nothing
less than a full-seale ne-examination of
the way in which we cover and present
cconomic and business news, inctuding,
but not limited o, sharpening the skills
of those who muost wll the story, The
very best storics always come as sur-
priscs, but they will be tess so if neas-
worms e better trined and more vign-
lant in the whole area of Anncial and
business journalism. Beyond  that,
coitons should have the counige 1o put
more of these stories on page ong, or
news directors should not hesiane o put
them at the op of a ovwscast. Inciden-
tally. the poerformuance of television news
in the S&L problem has been nothing
short of scandulous. The networks
should hide their heads in shame,

But my complant is no linvired so che
S&L problent. Sioce the Lue 197408 and
srly 198s, the comptitive crisis facing
the s, cocomomy has become grver.
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Newspapees ud the brozdeast media
have mamitered this crisis mver the years,
but their efforts have chicfly been
devoied to reporting the consequences
of it. This is Boe, but it does not go far
vnough for an instifution that is suppos-
ed o be a catalyst for change, [ took
the business community, a generaily
noncrusading oz, 10 sound the alarm
ahout the changing nuture of waork and
the inability of the naton’s school
system (o mect the new demands of the
waorkplace. It touk the government, i
reluclant finger-pointer, 1© warn the
country about the faillure of domestic
manufactorers to maintain their com-
petitive  stature  in many  industries,
Indeed, many editors feil for the
conyplaine of business leaders that ic was
the government’s fault, not their own.
For yeam, there was a general passivity
by the press about this problem,
perhaps for the reason that it was so
complex, Education was surcly part of
the puzzle, but so were the cost of
money andd the way work is organized
in g, modeen, hiearchical conypanics.
The American press caught up too late
with the fact that we weren't using our
wehnology effectively and that ther
was 2 revolution in quality and kow-cost
production. Yer we could heve heen
leaders if wo bad paid attention and put
more resourves on the business and
CoOnoOnc story.

Complexity Yields
To Readability

The real quesiion is whether the US,
genenil-interest  press is capable of
handling the complexity of today's
bBusiness and coonomic story, given ics
denmunds for explanation and detail that
might seemingly booe the averyge meader.
Fet me make a Yogi Borm-iype stace-
ment about this: The complexity isn't
that complicated. And this wulrmatic
story is very dramatic, The spectcular
failure of Dexel Burnbam Lambert and
its junk hond king, Michael Milken, is
evidence chat if the general-inenest pross
carly in the game had made the same
effort as, say, a Wall Sineet Journal, it
would huve come upon some very
compelling  statf. Thats what e
Tribune  discovend when it delved

deeper int the futures scandal. (nce
you decide that vou are the advocate for
the reader's interest. working through
the maze of jargon and complex eman-
sactions yvields some surprisingly
readable mucerial, i presented in 2
nontechnical way,

Altbough [ mighe be crucified for say-
ing this, [ belitve business and economic
news has buocome oo impostant o be
left 0 the specialises, s not chag |
belicve mrost of them are co-opted, as
some of them are; it's just that long
fumiliagity with a topic often yvields
prejudices and had habits that hamper
cffective communication with a broal
andicnee. Editors shouwld twanmy their
specialists with generalises who have a
closer relationship  with whag  the
avernge meader thinks and feels aboat
such topics. Often business writers fall
back on technical language wnd shore-
cul phrases. They feel hurt that editors
and readers hiven't read their briliiang
crpositions on the business pages over
the years Generdists, though, shouldn's
ges off easy. They are noterious for
plopping themselves down in front of
cxperts in various fields and saying,
“'Please explain nuclesr physics 10 me
in 250 wonds or leas.”” without any prior
prepatation.  Enieraction between
specialists and generalists in reporting
and writing mzjor storics often -
duces much friction, and some out-
standing journclism. There is no eason
why this can't be true in business and
CCONOMICs.

Cozy Relations

Cause Problems

The press has prided irself on know-
ing its local community, its secio-
weomomic makeup and its political and
coonomic leadership, [ years past, this
often cesuleed in cozy  relationships
botween editons and executives of firns
who were, like themselhes, active in the
comnmunity. While professional sandands
were rarely violaed, editors found an
ALRTUSsive stance in reporting business
and  coomomic news  often Caused
unpleasznt confrontion or resulted in
charges that  negative  storics woery
dbmuging the communitics, or ithe com-
panics thenselves, Tuitors jusitied their



fack of action by rationalizing that much
of this kind of reporting wasn't of
penertl interest and often was unneces-
sarily vellow in 1one. Even when ox-
cesses began o appear, editors — many
of whom have backgrounds in political
reporting — wens not versed enough in
business and ecnnomics 1o understand
the thneat o the community 's economic
livelihood.

New England strikes me 48 2 €ase in
point. The financiat scandals and over
investment in peal estate should have
been spotted by cditors carly in the
gamv. In hindsight, we kaow that it is
no longer defensibie, nor responsible, o
neglect economic problems that pose a
future threat 10 the cconomic base of a
region. Editors must e in fnont, because
there is simply no one else 0 sound the
alarm. Regulators have shown them-
selves 1o he mardy.

It was ¢asy o get caught up in the
excesses Of the casy 8(0°s. The press did
50, 100, You came to work cvery day,
and vou saw o new building going ap,
people working, laughing, wking home
ravehecks, You 100k for pransed tha the
bankers and the developers knew what
they were doing and, in vour own con-
verstions with then:, they thought so,
too. kbt is 2 truly American thing to have
Eaith that the free marke: always works
cificiently and that things never get oo
far our of line. This atcitude prevails
despite a long history of hooms and
busts in this country, regionally znd
nationally. Yei, in modem times, we had
cunvineed ourselves thae such specuola-
tive bubbles were not possible and thag
things never got 100 far out of line, How
wrong we were, Now we find oumsclves
asking basic questions  aboui how
wealthy amed prospcrous areas, such as
New England and, 1o a lesser extent,
Washington, D.C., could have permiticd
50 much of its local income w be
poured into ral csaale. 5o fagn 1 have not
seen a satisfactory answer (o this guus-
tion. The press has so far been content
1 report the what of the matiern, not the
how,

Is the press powerful encugh w pre-
vent unsustainable,  unbalanced
ceonomic growth in a region if it sees
things getting out of kilter? That is 2

very big “if™ in the fimst place, although
I think we must try 10 undersand wlat
constitues  unsustzinable, unbalanced
ceanomic growteh. I think thil pointing
out the heavy investment in real este
early in the game. and how it poscd
problems down the line, might have
helpixd prevent the crisis, Hard, nosce-to-
the-ground reporting might have estub-
lished the dangers of go-go banking o
an entire tegion.

Complicating this chalienge is the fact
that business itself is changing in ways
that makes the word “local™ a mis-
nomer, Years ago, when [ hought my
house in the Washington, DO area, |
obtnined a mortgage from a small,
Farifzx, Va. bank. The mortgage has
been since bundied up with othen and
sold, ¥ am sure, but servicing my Inan
and collecting my payments emained
in the hands of bankers. In fact, several
hankers. The Fairfax baonk was gohbled
up by a statewide back, which wias in
wrn gobbled up by another statewide
bank, which wus in turn gobbled up hy
i North Carolina bapk. My livtle maor-
Gtge i» now being serviced by the
ceation s thind hrgest banking institotion.
Iniegration and conscelidation of our
financial markets  will stretch the
capacitivs of newscooms 1o undersiand
the complexity of Boancial arrange-
ments in the future,

Economy Rests

With People

Harvard s Robert Reich makes a good
puinte with his recent writing that as
business and economics become
increasingly inernational, the only sruly
AIMICTiCAN cCoNOMIc units left are people
themselves. While T think Reich may
oversiate the implications of the case, his
writings illustrate new problems for
Amcrican cditons in covering business
and cconemic news. When we say we
are thinking of buying an AmMerican Cir,
for instance, in Fact it merns we z2oe huy-
ing i product whose pares are made in
a dozen different countries and may be
assembled across the bonder. Reich's
point is that the U5, muast produce morne
qualified, highly cdocated workers in
onler o survive econoemically.

Whazt this means for the press is ehat

the cconomy rests where it may have
rested all along: With real, live human
beings. And [ think thats where the
press has failed — exphining how the
wurkpliace is consuntly changing and
what it takes 10 he suceessful init these
days, People ook o the press 10 pro-
vide signuls for change. IF we sit back
o1l our haunches and il o sound the
alasm, we are violating  our  trus,
Coverage of the workplace is improv-
ing in America, but it could be moch
hetwer. Often, staries abous the chang-
ing nature of work are ipnered or ghet-
taized i a way that readers are ity
reminded that such information isn't
wrrilly importzot to them.

The growing globalisin of the T.5.
economy should force editors out of
their isolation shells — and indeed it
has, in many places. One danger, in fact,
is rhat they might brcomw so over-
zealous in suppaorting the location of a
forcign-owned factory in their region
that they will hack overpenerous tax-
payer incentives to Lund the facility, Yet,
while some columnists sand 2 few odilen
deery forcign investment in the [0S,
most recognize that it is a fact of life and
a good and healthy thing for the coun-
ey, This makes reporting oo business af-
fairs more difficult, since in many cuscs
the local headguartess of a forcign fiom
worn't be very forthcoming in answer-
ing ough questions. et cditors Gind the
expense of foreign bureaus very heavy,
especiatly when they are located in
Fokye Yo (o do a superior job in cover-
ing local business and economics, these
hurcaus are necessary  for big-city
Ouewspapers. in my  opinien. When
Uinited Aidrlines was hattling the Tokyo
government o get a Chicago-to-Tokya
route, our Tokyo corespondoent was
able to et a beat on the story with
diligent pursuit.

Editors might be tempted to cut back
on business and cconomic coverage
simply because it will be roore expen-
sive, but 1 think chis attitude is Glsc
economy. For all their other interests
and lack of undersmnding of economic
affairs, Americans do rely on the press
o provide leadeship, One way not o
provide leadership is o rn a whole

coantinted on page 75
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aside, there was no mention of Europ,
the Middle  Fast, Africa, or Latin
America.

What Gets in the Way

Of Better Coverage?

There are several basic problems that
must be resolved for the
cennontic activitiy to be told betrer
Probably most imponant, the thonsands
of cvents that reflecs economic activiry
have 1 be put imo conext. The
challenge: this poses is much more
severe than most suppose.

Te begin, very few people know
what's going on — and that includes
cconomists, People know a lot of facts,
or a lot of theory, or they have a good
grasp of their own company or market.
They lack @ framework thae organizes
the complex weh of international
economic activity, Reporters materally
think that ecenomists know about the
economy. but they soon Icarn that most
of them know only ahout economics.
YWhen it is empirical, as opposcd w
theoretical, good publishable vconotic
ruseasch is based on tunge dura bases that
carry little information about the
behavier of the individual compornents
of commerce. Even more dishcartening.
but  certainly not  surprising,  most
economist who care abowet “the ral
world,” only know zbour part of the
ceonomy:  the domestic marco-
ceonomy, iade pagierns, or financial
markets because they are generally
studicd a5 sepamite phenomena. Very
few know much about the behavior of
compianies ©f unions or regulatory
agencivs, As a4 conscquence many
arguanents of cconomists have  the
charzcrer of “if [ was 2 firm, hene's how
[ would hehave” which tells us mom
ahout  economists  than  about
companics,

Sccond, ceonomic and political affains
are sicd closely together Economic
activity affects the  disiribution  of
incomes, Very foew governments in the
world believe that something as impor-
mnt as iocome distribution ought 1 he
left to a hand that's invisible. Nor do
they believe markets are perfect. Most
having observed the relative pertor-
nance of Japan and the Unied Staces,

story  of

"

conclude that active industriat policy -—
the use of incentives, subsidies, and
repuliion o inwrvene  dincetly (o
stismulae or redireet the efforis of
specific industrics — such as practiced
in ‘Fekyo must be 2 good thing. They
want  te undessiand  how husiness
arrzogements. the banking system, the
corpertte system and  clective und
appointive politics can interrelate inan
vifective fashion.

Most Republicans and The Economis
magazine belicve industrial poilcy 1o he
anathema and  therefore  impossible.
Despite the evidence that it has been
done, they denounce “picking sinners”
and call analyses that anribure ccononic
growth to its positive effects “Tapan
Tashing.” If industrial policy is cvil, then
it must be a hostile act o attribue the
goud proformance of othem to ol But
this sort of treatment of empirical
phenomena corresponds mone of less o
the way the church treated Galileo. It
makes it hard 10 undemsiand  why
inclustrinl policy has worked pretey well
in Jupan. Korea and some pargs of ihe
Llnited States zod mther poosly in the
Linited Kingdom, France and other
pans of the United Soites. Democrus for
example have a wndency 10 cxggerate
what the particular American system
can azccemplish. If politics and
coomoenics arc iotertwined, they ought
ter be studicd 2od described that way.
When the experts are ideological, it
mikes it very hard for measonahie
orthodox editors w find their way,

‘Fhinl, nuost editors are uncomfortyble
with business hecause their principal
relationship is with what they deem o
be ar unreasonable publisher, The cest
of their expericnce is compamble to 1
cop's. They've seen years of venality and
it peally iso't very prowty. Grreat business
accomplishmens reflect unseen Jeci-
sions made years ago. Or thoey are
catastrophes chat were anticipated and
ivoided, Like the tree thar fell uoheard
in the forest, those events it news.
As for palitics, editors know all too well
that it is about the distribution of
income. That's why Tip (FNeill was
right when he said that ad politics is
local. As for the bigger stuff, trade
trerdds and induscrial policy, ics not

really news, [nany case. editors konow
that ar lease once 2 menth there is a kong
serious  interpretadive  picce in rtheir
paper thar readership surveys wll them
no one bas read. And last month’s story
wisn't very different from last year's,

Fromi a reporier’s perspective, the
problem is even wome Everything they
have been woght aboui journalism
mikes it difficult to write a good story
about the economy. I they write *Last
night the President gave 4 speech about
the economy hased on premises that no
knowledgeahlc observer believes,” they
have “editorizlied” Worse, it's awfully
hard $0 identify and crisique rhose
premises without a scholar’s skill and a
pedantic wone. Indeed. it strikes me as
impossible 1 produce a lead sentence
aewd lead paragraph that help the reader
1 see how an event [its into a pattern
without interpreting. [t takes great
sophistication and ¢xpericnce ro do tha
without editorializing.

The contemporary solution is to
quote commentators who do the inter-
prewtion fur the repocier, But then the
need for balence leads to the sort of
idiotic ** "Tis-"Taint™ critical discussion
in wday's reporting. (How often have |
heen called by a reposter looking, for a
quote that says what's wrong with whas
someone ¢ise has proffered. The casicst
way 1 avoid being quoted while main.
taining good relations with the reporter
is to lk for half an hour providing a
complex analysis without any simple
declarative phrise.)

If The Story Hasn’t Changed
In 20 Years, How Can We
Make It News?

The solution, 1 belivee, 15 2 combina-
tion of phystcal conext snd regular
tutorial. Print media ook 2 major step
forwand when they inmmoduced business
sections. The result is that thery is a
regular place i a paper 1o look for
coanomic oews, The next step © tw
make sure that when the stocy descrves
o hegin on page one, tha % is continued
in the business sectico. The final and
IOSE IMPOrEANt step is w develop a pat-
tern of covering the same story in the
sarme physical place on o serial basis. For
cxample. every day there might be u
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column covering the cconomic develop-
ments of one of the major national
econoinies, Germany and Japan ought
to get a column a week, while France,
Ialy, Sweden, Belgium, Holland and so
o would get a story a month, along
with Mexico, Thailarnd, Braxil and s on.

Editors would have 1w develop ithe
habit of making sure thag all their
reporters read the economvic analysis of
the ceuntrivs they covered and reflecred
that analysis in their stories of — news™
cevents. Many riots of the sort that get
coverage reflect the evolution of che
political cconomy. For example, it is
ciasy cnough to identify the voion of
Pemex as a potential big loser in the
reforms of president Salinas of Mexico.
Readers might be alerted to the groups
who may lose ou from reformy, and, if
there are political eruptions, the links
might he noted,

Of course it 5 one thing to read
stories and another to understand them.
Eeonomic reporting needs to be
recopnizad as 2 demanding ficld worth
mastering through a publisher's
invesTent,

For chains, or media complews, there
may be a remarkable epportunity
exploit economics of scale. The Far
Eastern Eeonomic Review, for example,
daes o formidable joh of covering the
political economics of countries from
Pakistn to Avstralia. But its parment,
Dow-Jones, seoms 10 make minimal use
of this material. 1€ The wall Stocet Jour-
nal won't use it, Dow-Jones might want
1o consider selling the repoming o other
news  otgdnictions. In o turn,  some
groups may wani @ consider whether
they can't buy much better material
lroen others as opposed to atempting o
field o team of international reportens.

For TV, thene is oo answer if the slot
is 20 seconds. But the Susan Stamberg
interviews of Robert Krulwich on NPR
showed that in a few minutes it wis
possible 1w illuminaie 20 important
coonomic issue in an amusing way. Paul
Selman has often done the same on TV,
Again it is o matter of context. With
humor and graphics it should be possi-
Ble 1o po moch further into cconomic
issucs even on nelwork news. Onee a
week might be the way w start 2 teial
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Within the 20 seconds, the cheice of
words becomes crisical. 1 am haed
pressed w propose 2 selugion. Bue the
TV reporting of Boesky, Drexel, Milken
and the S&1L crisis provides an cample
of the way the image of events can be
politicized 50 as to obfuscate a very
radical approich W government iner-
vention in the financial markets. "Con-
victed junk bend king billionaire Mike
Milken" doesn’t rezliy help us to under-
stand  how  governmen: decision  to
require the disposal of unrated debe
basiened 1he collapse of the market in
much the same way that the chosen
approach o S&Us and commerial bank
asscts may have worsened the market
for real este. Qur govermment has
chosen 1o implement 2 series of detha-
tionary policies acmoss the Board. To
ignore the consistency is 10 miss che
NCWSs,

This is where 1 am most worried by
the babizs of the reporters 1 know. They
wunt o get to the juicy guts of the story
and that's oot the oews a all, Wil Clark
Clifford b indicted? Does Bush trust
DBrady? Most imponant these swaeom ¢lays
when attention might wander to really
significant nucters, will Sununu survive?
N are working with a very sophisti-
caled administration whese leaders bave
managed their face w the press for 11
years, They have learned naot 1o shrink
frnm  giving the mediz controversy
when the alernarive is a  serious
examination of big problems — like the
vwin edelicits of budget and trade — thut
Inwe only painful solutions. The desire
of reporters to get inio the nity-pgritty
af controversy makes distmcting them
1 no-hriiner.

The most recent cxample of this |
have seen wias a Nicman repons discus-
sion (Summer 1991) of the reporting of
the Persian Gulf War The basic concern
of the reporters was restricled access,
My vigw is that maore access would have
compounded the desire of the eporens
to get caught up in the aoion. Early
atwenion having been caprured by che
issue Of potentil Americun caswilties,
they wanted 1o get up ther and see
what was actually going 10 happen.
somehow, our lezrning from previous
wams ahoeut stoegic bombing ent lost

andd it wasn' andil well after things wene
over that we began o inquire what the
conseguences woutld he of demolishing
the Imqi economy and whether it
would have any relationship o getting
rid of Saddam Hussein,

In this desine to report the war wli,
we also neglected 1o discuss what the
war wils about. | happen (o think that
walil the end, it was a Drillinely
execuled defense of Saudi oil. Regandless
of how liberal we think wo are, Uinited
States and Europein cconomic policy is
more or less predicated on control of
saudi oil. We weren't over there mak-
ing the waorld free for democracy, While
“the: new world order”” may have been
necessary o mobilize the coalition,
perhaps it was Wilsonian confusion
abowt what could be accomplished in
a very different part of the world.

Could the press have done beiter?
Mavbe wves, mavbe oo It was o short
wilr. Dut closer to the front lines wasn't
the answer any maore than it was in
Victnam.

[ am not suggesting that reporters do
without juicy quotes. They have to
recognize, however. that they are not the
news. They can only illustrate or ilumi-
nale. The problem is the relationship
between complex and even conindic-
tory truths on the one hand and the
myriad wevents  that  are  their
manifestation.

Is Economic News Just
An Example of Bias

Against Interpretation?

Speaking as an avid conmsumer of the
news product and fond obseover of the
process, it seems w me that the inplica-
tion of the discussicon of gulf war report-
ing for this cssay is clear. American jour-
nalists seem to helieve that the sum of
all the events neported correctly is che
truth. While free aceess to facts may be
a major contribution o potitical
freedom, i is not the guick route o the
truth. Scicntists know that unly 4 mind
informed by theory and a knowhadge of
the past can make sense of daw. The
photograph of cells or neuering paths
iclls nothing without 2 theory of coll or
partick: beluwior One can't even design
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1 s1ill think that. Before vou disagree,
consider the alternatives, at least on the
business amd economics bear:

1, Daily Reporting
On Business

1% much more sophisticated than it
wits, Of course, even 18 vears ago. Given
the time and space limitations, [ don't
know how wr de it any better. But much
of it is extrancous and some arguably
insidious. A corpontion can, in any
given quarter, pretty much ceport the
profits it wishes 10, 56 why do the
mecia give such prominence o profit
pronouncements?  For one  thing,
hecause they're esy o eport. For
another because theres a demarkd for
them. Bur who could possibly care
about a compayy’s guarterly profits,
hevond the workers and customers?

The answer | think, is the insidious
pare, and speaks poorly for hoth the
public and the profession. Becaose the
vore clicnwele of business journalism are
Anwricia’s investors, Which leads us to;

2. Investment Reporting

I vou think Wall Steeee (figuratively
defined) represents 2 misdirection of
Anrwricn ulent, time and money, just
think of the waste involved in reporting,
on Wall Sceeet. The stock market is a
spectiter sport in which gambling isn't
jumt legal; it's the whole poinn e ics
covered with the solemmity and vrgency
of a militury campaign.

W hat does the public really wand w
know about investments? Which ones
o antke, when Canoany journalise
uscfully will them? Of course not.

S0 imvestmene journalists guote one
cxpert, then another, cach contradicting
the last, since the cxperts don't know
mach more than the jourmlists. How
come no one makes fun of the prog-
nosticiom on Loois Rukeyser's show
1he wity they used to when Jimimy the
Greek tried to pick football winners on
CBs? How come the wp picce of
business oews, Jay after diy, iy the Dow
Junes Industrial Average? 1o you even
know what it is?

In fact, we're talking about o weighted
wverge ot the stock prices of 30 in-
dustrind  companies.  supposcdly
representdive of the market and thus
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the veonomy, 45 4 whole. They're not
all strictly indostrial in the tradition:)
heavy industry sense of the word, But
70 por cent of ceonomic activisy in the
United Seates is now in the service sec-
tor, and much of i is in small businesses
whaose stock is not widely trded. The
Donw Jones industeials, it can be angued,
arc thus 2 poor sample of the economy
as 1 whole. Or even the stock market.

Vet consider, for a0 moment, how vise
is the coverage of the DIAL In print. we
pet daily reckonings: on cdio and TY,
hourly, even  minute-by-minuee  ac-
counts. What cin you say about 2
number whose uctutions, cesearch
supggests, are larpely a function  of
random chanpe? A whole lot, it would
SCCML, g

At the opening bell, the Dow
was u theee points, on rumors of
4 drop in interest mies, By 18 am.,
it was up 22, Then came word of
an inddusteial oif spill in Waikiki,
whicl: bammered the already
weak aicline stocks. The market
turned skittish and hy noon. it
was down 15, At guarter past,
Alan Greenspan wis seon enlering
2 hospitl. The marker continacd
its slide — down 20 by 1 pm.,
with declines leading advances,
-4 However an ocws  that
Goeenspun was simply visiging his
mother, and  that ramors of a
sccessionist cevolt in Michigan
were  unfounded.  the market
rullicd and. by 2 o'clock, the Dow
had rebounded, and wis up 5. At
that poing, progran trading kicked
in and the market soared, up 45
by 3 p.m. Bul then came a wave
of proefit-taking, driving the
market down. At the final ticker,
the [ow had emerged from the
diy unchanged.

It seunds sitly. Yet it's rot inueh dif-
terent, in cssence from g ovpical day's
coveruge of the Dow. Mooeover, given
the mysterious wms in which the
mirket moves, the above account may
be as relevant as any,

Recurning o the basics for @ moment,
cvery company for-profit” has 1o be
owned by someone. The rights of

ownership are the company’s stock.
Own o shace of it and you own a share
of the company. The siock of a big
company with lots of owners is usually
tmaded on 2 stock exchange, so that it
can be more ¢asily bought and sold.
Generally, as the company prospers, SO
do the sharcholders,

Therefore, if an oil spill were in fact
1w rgin Waikiki Beach, as in the above
example, it would probably put 2
damper on Hawaiian toorism, which
might in turn depress the business of
airlines serving Hawaii, and so perhaps,
the prosperity of those wirlines, amd 5o,
ultimately, airlines stocks.

Lven Alan Greenspan's health could
have palpable economic consequences:
if be were replaced, i his soccessor
charted a  ditferent course, if, if,
if ... (One cuan imagine a scenario in
which his mothers health would affect
Greenspan's mood, his judgment, ¢c.)

The problem is thay we have enwered
a twilight zone of extmondinary specuola-
tion. Anyvihing might affecr ihe stock
market and. indeed, chaos  theory,
applicd 1w the market, suggests that
everpthing probably does.

(e phicase cpitomizes the cenainty
in wihich those who cover the market
clouk the uncertain: "2 wave of profie-
taking.” [t is the last refuge of the
chronically paerplexed, When a drop in
the market is simply inexplicable, you
can atiribute it o profit-iaking, since
profit-king ocours almost every e
a stock is sold tor more than it was puor-
chased. Thus it expliins everything.
Which means. of course. that it explains
nothing.

In fact, the mcket is impossibly com-
plex, and impaossible (o predict. Back in
1935, John Maynard Keynes wrote his
famous " Genenal Theory,”” Init, he sug-
gested a mewiphor w illustrare how
specidative  the stock market  had
become, even by his day.

There was, at the time. @ popular
newspaper gune ot unlike TV's Family
Foud today: pick the six prettiest faces
from 100 photwgraphs, the winner
being the pemson whose choice most
Closely muches the 1op six congesaants.
To Keynes, it worked like the stock
narket:



“[EJach competitor hus to pick. not
those Gees which he himself finds pret-
tiest, bul those which he thinks likeliest
to ciech the fancy of the othier come-
petitors, all of whom are looking @t the
problem from the same point of view,
It is not a case of chuosing those which,
10 the best of ond's judgment, ane really
the pretticst, nor even those which
average opinion geouinely thinks the
prettiess. We have reached the thind
degree wherr we devoie our intelli-
gences o anticipating what avenge
apinion cxpects the average opinion ©
he. And there are some, [ believe, whao
practice the fourth, fitith and higher
deprves.”

Chronicles of market movements,
then, are acconnrs of speculations on
speculations as to the impact of data on
the collective conscipusness of  in-
vestors. The DITA is a sample of that
marker.

But suppose, instead of keeping the
induserial average, Dow Jones chose a
samprle of 30 Daseball bacers, tallied
their towal hits o o daily basis, divided
by otal at-bats, and kept a running
account, That wo would he a2 real
nuber,  influenced by peal  events,

susceptibte o speculative analvsis. [F

cnough people et on it it might be
given the prominence now accorded
the ITA . graphedd dadly and semitinized
for pacterns, for clues o the true Roasons
Pehind ity movements. And the Doy
Jones Batring Average would be reponed
as seriousty as the Dow Jones [ndustrial
Average is today.

How well is the public served hy all
this? The cruth of the matter is that the
key soarces of busingss jourmalism —
professional investons and investment
advisers — on avecige, wrderperforn
a random sclection of stocks, year after
vear Inswead of reading the daily out-
pourings of the overpaid oracles, even
the investment public would be beteer
served by one simple ecommendation:
Buy an indexed portfolio whose swocks
are never bought or sold. An explana-
tion of indexing. plus maybe another
three or four paragraphs, is all you'll
ever necd o read about investing. Bu
let that truth sink i and abeowt haif the
business jourmlists in America would

be our of work,

3. Economics
Reporting

[ ceonomics, the: nrognasticatons dare
alsu wrong at least half the time. But
least they're more relizble when it
comes o gquoting theny: then, they're
comsistently incomprohensibic, [t's not
just theie vocabulary chad's the problem.
It's those leaps chey make from one
fuzzy concept o ancther, Sce if this
rings a bell:

Today's  Department of  Labor
stisEcs show that unemploynent
is up; therefore, the Fed may cuse
the money supply to boost the
cconomy, thus lowering interest
rates, which should send bond
prices higher, which will, in tarmn,
help the stock market.

Thats how the experts talk, Thats what
the journalists report. That's what pro-
fessional investons bl money on. As a
conscquence, you read or hear storics
with that sort of logic, But how often
have you understood the logic in the
time allorted? flow often have you
wished for an alternative? A shot of
Absolut, for example.

Worse still is the fact that, when, as
a journalise, vou meally dig inwo this swft,
it kind oof eleibhles ascay foom yout. [n the
ahove cample, it tuens out that even the
first “fact” — unemplovment is up —
can he very slippery, given the way
unemployinen is counted in this coun-
try, There are two monthly surveys
taken, and in two of the lass three
months, they bave flaly contradicred
cach other The payreff survey counts
the number of jobs, as reported by
300,000 businesses. The official
e ployont oumber comes from a
separae survey of 60,000 houscholds.
But in August, for example, the payroll
survey reporied 59,000 fower jobs in
the econonty, vet the anemployment
number went down.

No need o panic. Thore are plausi-
ble explanations. which ail stem from
the fuzziness of the dam But the
amalysis is fuzzier still.

For instance: it's unclear that the Fod
can vase the money supply these days

or that it can lower ingeresy mtes for
long. And if the Fed can't keep interese
rates down, it can't keep bond poices up.

Besides,  the Fed may nor case
cnough, Consimers saay not respond e
the easing, ete., ¢lc. An ccononiist mam-
ed [on MeCloskey has wrinten a book
called “IE You're 5o Snurt,” about the
indceterminacy of econamics. To read it
is to be reminded how subjective sup-
poscdly  obhjective econaomic amilysis
redally s

Yer jourmitlists cover the feld as it
there eeally were some knowable truth
ot there, The public retaliates when it
guts a chance. Thus the second most
commoen guestion you're asked as a
business journalist s What's ahewl for
the ceonomy? {(The most commaon:
What s head for the stock market?) The
hest response is 10 plagicize john ke
ncth Galbraith's reply: There dare two
kinds of cconomists; those whao don’t
know the future, and those who don't
Enow they don't know” The samwe, one
mipht sk, is true for people whoe nake
i living quuting economists,

There e two fimal cliasses of busitiess
and  coconomics  journalism worth
Ot

4. Certain Columinsts

David Warsh and Michael Schrage to
name just two. do o preat job, but main-
Iy for speeiahzed audiences whe already
undensmnd the world being covered,
angd

5. Investigative Reporting

1 admire, even envy, the folks whoe got
the drop on the Crouked Bankers and
blowy them out of the waer. 1 love that
GO Minowes candid  camere stuft, 10
gruat show biz amd it seeves asocial pur-
prose: exposing bad guys.,

But 1 keep wondering it what people
need o know, before amthing clse, is
not so much that certain bankens ane
crocks, but that certin kinds ol policies
draw crnoks o banking, § think people
would appreciate knowing that when i
savingts bank (or any other institution)
is puving i higher rmie of interest, it's
miking riskicr investments. They woukd
wlsospprecine koowiog wiy that’s so.
in short, the public would be well

vemfineed on pigle 76
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cvervthing  clse, mather like  cclestial
mechanics. To convey 1he working of
this system, Smith conjured up the
faumous mewphorical “invisible hand.”
which led every individual, pursuing his
own self interest, to promote the greater
good of all, piving rise o an order
“which way no part of his imengon,”
Lowly poners, rich  landiords  and
cveryboady in between wonld conke
sogether 1o contribute their unicue skills
in the sclf-organizing system of the
market,

T pus it siyghtly differently, the fun-
damencl ideat in ©Wealeh™ was the con-
cept of negative feedback, the notion
that the price of tea in China — and
every other price — was il some sense
self-regulating, that it its price rose, less
of it would be demanded and more
would be supplied, unti! the price
returned o fts normal level, and the
system that supplied it — tea planta-
tions, sailing ships, merchants bankers,
warchousers and  jobbers and  rerail
shops — returned o Uequilibwn.’” This
glimpse of a systematic, predictalke
inerdependence  among  individuals
organized in markets was quickly seized
upon and rendered more precise by
David Ricardo, It has been the indis-
pensable core of economics ever since,

In asecond viwl turn, just a fitle over
LOG years ago, economics went profes-
sional — that is, it ceased being a field
for ulerted amatears and became a self-
selecting community which aped the
social ompanimtion of science. Econo-
mists came 10 be those who taught in
colicges and universitics. They learned
from texts, published in journals, They
freely pave advice to politicians and
business but they relied on vne another
for credentials and advancement. About
the same cime, ctheir ficld underwent a
considerable deeperung, which gave a
distinct  psychological cast te their
imvestigations, The cenural tenet of this
Cmargindl revolution's” new emphasis
an the psychoiogy of value has been
summed up this way: pearls are expen-
sive not because men dive deep for
themy; rather men dive decpr for them
because they are expensive. Loonomists
have been wlking about the utiliy™ of
puarls cver sinee,

iLanzely left oug in this tansformation
were the political economists, those en-
thusiasts for pelicy who sought to
ground their proscription in some
theory of how the world works that bas
nol been submitted 0 economists.
When you meet someone like, say, Jude
Veaniski, a journalist (uened podirical
consultant, or Robert Reich, 2 leciorer
who identifies himself as a political
ceonomist in pre-Mamshallian  sense,
whit he meuans is that he dissents from
all that has happened in econonics
ithese last 100 years. He simply is
operiting in A differont madition )

The rest is simple, From the 1870%
until 1945, the world cupital of
ceonumic  undemsanding was Cam-
bridge. Enghind. Alircd Marshall gave
way 0 John Maynand Keynes; his
smoeuth Victorian confidence as pro-
pounded inthe 24 cditions of his “Prin-
ciples” yiclded to Keynes's preoceupn-
tiom with the centrd role of povernment
in evervday economic aftiirs, described
in " The Geneeal Theory of Employment
Interest and Money!™

With the end of World War il
however, the center of  indellectual
inguiry shifted w Cambridge, Massa-
chusetts. and, in time, a couple of
counter-revolutions occurred — kunch-
ed mostly from Chicago, Kaeynes, having
been widely Jdiffused, was rolled back
on the wpic of money by Milton Fried-
man, on inicrest by Roboert Lucas, on
employmem by Martin Feldstein. All the
while the field of technical economics
itsell has only grown. The numbhber of
cconomists employed by government,
industry and fimance since World War
TF bas simply exploded.

Alsager’s Heirs
And Bagheot’s

Business and  financizl journalism
grew up from quite different roots than
these, For at least a couple of centuries
neither reporters nor thewr editors were
very interested in economists. Afer all,
it wuasn't cconomists who built the
modern world: it wits business persons,
imvestors and inventors and salesmen
and empire builders whe ocated the
tarflung and intricawe  international
cconomy. It was these movens il

shakers and their stock touts and
lawyvers and press agenes that the finan-
cial press covered from the beginning of
the modern industrial cconomy. For a
long time, most journalists paid nla-
tively little attention to the cconomists.
They wene interested o the markets
themselves.

The kev event in the emergence of
financial jourmalisny was the shift during
Napoleonic wars of the center of world
Gnznce 10 London from Amsterdam,
according v Richard Fry’s essay in “The
New Palgmave: A Dictionary of Econo-
mics.” In Londen, for the fisst tinw
there was a lampe middle class imerested
in opportunitics for iovestment. The
DCWSPAPCTS WEre not sLow 1o Jgempt w
shed some light. Thomas Massa Alsager,
a cultured husinessman, was appoinicd
the first financial cditor of The Times
of Longdon in 1817, He set a precty good
cxample, according @ Fry, ot some
vears he stood alone in wirning
imversters that the great boonm in railway
collections was bound to collapse, The
Times lost a great deal of advemtising
hut the proprictors were high minded
and Alsager was prowed right '

In ceonomic journalism, e sipral
cvent probably wis the founding of The
Leonamist nxggazing in london in 1843,
and the appoiniment of the grear Walwer
Bagheot as its editor in 1457, Bagheo
wits perhaps the first man o write about
CoOnomics as 4 modern scivnce writer
might; that is, he reported the views of
some leaders of the ficld as though they
were most probably correct; he was
honest about disagreements bolween
experts when they amse; he mixed in
libecally his own convictions. Ever since
The Ecomomist has reported on profes-
sional detxates with distinetion, though
never flinching from imposing its own
journalists’ convictions on cvents, Oscar
Huobson's hrict but extremely infuential
wnure ws editor of The Fiancial Tirmes
in the early 19305 should e noted, as
well as the rise w0 prominence of the
Newe Zurcher Zeitung,

ln the Unied Szates, there probably
has been o good deal mone action from
thie magizines than the nowspapem. The
New York papers had for many yeans
covered Wall Strect apgrossivety. The
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long boom of the 1920 pemuaded
Huenry Euce o lannch Foriune and rthe
MoGraw family w start Business Week
w compeie with more  personal
rrigazines like Forhbes and Barmns wod
Dans. Barney Kilgore built the Wall
Strect Journal into a naticnal business
daily inbe vears Tollowing World War
11, utterly eelipsing the daily [ournal of
Commerce. The founding of the
MeGraw Hill coonomics department by
journudist-turned-coononmist Dexer
Keveer deserves special snention; it con-
tributed a steady stream of wlent o The
New York Times, The Times, in turi,
has greadly influenced the  television
neiwaorks,

Today, 2 remarkabic army of reporters
and editors for the daily and electronic
press, (inancial magazines, trade journals
and newswecktics tmck developmenis
in the global economy — in the U8,
Europe and Japan. Coverage 15 not as
pood as it could be, it never is; but
cerwainly there is plenty of it. England
still leads the world in the social sun-
ding and independence of its commen-
tagors, What can be said about the state
of knowlcdge that they confront?
Persuasive
Experiments

Fimst. consider our undesunding of
econemics in its largest outlines, Is it a
Usoience’ or not? Docs somebody really
Enow the answens? Or s it all a matter
of intellectual fashion? Would  the
maithematical verities of one age scem
stale and wnrevealing  pladudes  in
another? Let me address this guescion
somewhat obliquely.

Dairing the 1970y and 1980, in
cvery corner of the world, occarred a
scl-change, a turn away from govern-
ment, towand demoecrmcy, ewar] mone
decentralized forms of sociul organiza-
tion, usually having o do with market
processes. This was a matter of nearly
Spontineous ighition. £ started in China
abowt the same time as it did in the
United Kingdonm. It happened o the
United States at fimt wonoatively, in the
form of Jimmy Carter’s 19760 campaign,
then decisively, with Romald Reapgan's
1980 clection; berween times Margaret
Thatchwr becamw prime minister of
England, Somctimes it amse from che
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BLassroots, 2 in Poland; somesimes it
wis directed from the top down, as in
Chile. Some places followed the *'Four
Tigers™ and Japan; others, like France,
made up their own mind; still others,
cspecially in africa, followed France,
Eventually, the Soviet Uninn itself
embraced  glasnost. perestroika and
democracia, and cven tiny Albania
opened up, In the end. only Norih
Korci, Cuhz, the Knmer Rouge and the
Shining Path stood four-senire against
what, for lack of a better worl, was
called “capitalism.’”

What drove this teansformution? Cer-
tainly it dicl not ceme about as o resulo
of arguments carried ouc in books. In-
stead, o series of dominating events
were at the heart of the tmnsformation
of our ideas. Each of these bad the
clarity and persuasive power of con-
trolled expertments. They had their
cftect not s0 much on  techoical
economics, but on the deep struceure of
public opinien, which is ever 5o much
difficult to change,

The fimst of these “experiments’ was
the experience with the OPEC carel
and the price of oil. This was in eftect
2 decisive demonstrtion of the funda-
mental truth of the law of supply and
demand, thw suddenly soaring prices
will have predictable effects: demand
drops, supply increases and the price
ends o @l back toward a cercain
cquilibrium. The world wasn't running
cut f oil, it turned oug; it just needed
2 lictle vme to adjus:, {In general. the
press couldn’t have got this story more
WwWIhg.

The seoond “experiment’ was the
rise of Japan and the “Four Tigerns™ of
Korea, Thiwan, Hong Kong and Singa-
pore, Aralysts could argue about just
how much governmenual guidance was
invotved in these success stories. What
Wasn'L OPCN W guestion was that they
achicved  their remarkable  growth
within 4 competitive global market
syswm in which consuiners were mone
or lgss soverign, moch as economists
predicted.

The thind “experiraent” had oo do
with the demonstration. starting in
1979, that moncy nuetered, that intlz-
Lo was not some clouwd

COSMIC

through which the carth was passing
but that it could be controlled through
conventional regulation of the banking,
system. When Federal Reserve Chair
nmian Paul Molcker sent intenest rates $oar-
ing past 20 per cend, he precipitated
despernie glebal reeession. Bur when
tnflation caes fell o subsequently low
levels, be showed conclusively govern-
ment could in fact achivve moelative price
stability.

The fourth “experiment,” perbaps the
mast imporwnt, was the ucer collapse
of the ¢ommand economics of the
Sovier Union and ies sarellites, Whae had
been an arcane debate berween Ludwig
vim Mises, Fricderick Flayek and Oscar
lLange over whether planning could
work as well as markats in the 1930'%
plaved o in the 1980's with the
uimost  clarity. Taken  together,  the
experience added up to what Rohert
Heilbruner deseribed as the elearest
possible peoof” “‘that capizalism
organizes the material affaics of
humankind more  sassfactonly  than
sacialism , . . The great guestion now
seems how rapid will be the tnsfor-
mation of socialism inte capicdism, and
not the other way around, as things
looked only balf a cenrury ago.”

A fifth “experiment,” what Bush
Administmtion  economist  Lawrence
Lindscy has ealled “the great growth
cxperiment.” has to do with the series
of dervgularions and wx reforms that
were underaken by the Western indus-
trial democracics <luring the 19805, On
these experiments, the returos aee not
yet in, although the arguing about them
has continucd at 2 blistering pace. Even-
tuzlly chese disagreements will be
resolved by the extent to which their
rivial predictions pan out — ¢ither there
will be 4 new surpe of economic growth
or there will not, either the gap between
rich and poor will widen or it won't.
In the meantime, the issuc will regutardy
be put wr format and informal vozes in
venues all around the world,

The poine Is that, by the beginning of
the 19905, cverybody, everywhere, was
studying coonamics. The accounting
systems of the Communist countrics
were being restated in terms of Western
comventions.  Chinese  students were



stwying cconometrics. Bosiness
schools were opening in the capitals of
Eastern Europe Third Morld nations
wore  privatizing  their  nztionglized
incustrics, with the help of international
hunkeres. By that crudest and most
refined test of all — the market of
human opinion — ceonomics had pny-
vid its worth, if not its most vaunting
claims.

Adam Smith
Was Right?

How to describe the delicate mixture
of doubt 2nd certainty with which we
caonfront the ¢lzims of modem technical
cenomics o be o science? | ochink an
atalogy oy be helpful here

¥What has happened o coonemics in
the last 64 years is roughly comparble:
to what happened to the infat science
of ecology during the years from, sav,
Aldo Leopold's fisst publications on the
interdependence between wolf and deer
populazions in the W20°s w0 Rachel
Camon's powerful manifesto against
pesticides, *“The Silent Spring,” in 1962,
That is, & cererin set of expert views
about the intimate intcrrelaicdness of
the natual world conquered the prufes-
sional ficld, then went on to the con-
quest of popular opiniom.

Today, people may disagree about the
desirabilicy of maintaining a cenain level
of specics diversity in the Amazon of
the Pacific Northwest. They may argue
about a specific proposal for dealing
with, say, the greenhouse effect. They
may speculate with no voery deep con-
viction at all on the mechanisms of
evolution, But no one seriously suppests
thai the ecological vicwpoint doesn’t
apply.

Mareover, thcy recopnize, as Aldo
Leopold came to, that nature imposes
severe resriciions on the oxtent
which we can hope tw successtully
interfere with  interactions  between
human heings and natore, o the course
of a very few yeams in the 19200,
Leopold went from arguing tha the way
1o make 1the Wast safe for hunters was
10 kil all the wolves and lions, to the
conviction that it was necessary o leam
10 “think like a1 mountain® and in so
doing, et predators  exercise  their

natural checks on the size of the deer
hemd. ac least to the greatest extent that
cutld be harmonized  with  citizens
political tastes. In 2 similac fashion,
reformens who a few yeuars ago presscd
insisiently  for  nationalization, rent
conteol and reclistributive txes today
look for ways o suhtly hend market
processes e their ends — w0 Uthink like
a mucket,” in other words,

This is, [ think, what peaple nmean
when they say ~Adam Smith was right
Thev mean chat individuals, left free w
pursue their own inensts, peneelly will
vontribute W the greamer good of all.
They mean that obstacles w0 one sort of
cconomic activity will likely have im-
plications in unexpecied places. They
mean that gevernment policies exist to
be captured and that corporte policics
don't neeessarily henetit the consumer.
They mean that everyihing ceonomic is
connected to evervthing else,

Fleoe are seme things peophe doy't —
or shouldn’t — nmean when they cele-
brate the profundity of the economic
insight: they don't mean thar we know
exactly how these things are connecied.
Nor does it mean thal much can't be
done o wmeliorate the conditions of
poverty and distress, Nor that markeis
dJon’t il sometimes and require govern-
MCnt COFTECTion.

Least of all de they mean that the
coonomists ar long Tast agnee. All the old
schisms persist, enly now they have
new labels. Today we have the “new
classicals™ vy, “new Kevoesians! They
debute in ever-more difficolt rod more
powerful) mathematical and swistical
languages. They may even have somg
SUCCess in narmowing Jdown their disa-
greements: one of the most promising
developments of the last decade has
been the ememgence of the National
Burezu of Economic Research as a kind
of guility-testing laboratory for new
ideas, But underneath, there is hitle dif-
fenence between today's factions and
the dafsser-fuire free-tmders and the
governmentally inclined progressives of
Richard Llyv's day. Eeonomics may be
progressing, but very slowly.

Faken wogether, the lessons of the 239
veuars do, however. mean that the basic
toals of the cconomists’ Kithag can

sareely he done without by those who
aspine w make public policy or o
comimenl cn it Lefr, right or center:
from here on out, men iand women
who aspire 1o leadership from cicy hall
o the White House 1o the greatr inter-
maional policy bodies are going 1o hive
tw knew some econonmics. And reportees
whe aspice 10 cover the news @ going
o have to know some, (oo,

Getting

To Know You . ..

S0 what is it that reporers and editons
strould be seeking o provide in this
complicated world? The answer seerns
to me o be tha there s plenty of
opportunity, and that it is growing,

Cortainly coomomics amd economic
pelicy has emenzed as o lepitimate beat,
quite different from the nxrket-oriented
coverage of business and finance. These
teaditionstl specialties will continue o
Hourish. Businessmen still don't ook to
CONEMTISEY O PUrmission o expaid,
after all, o break new pronmd.

Even here, economics is exerting aw
cluimns. In some arcas the practical and
theoretical worlds of markets ane grow-
ing even closer together much as did
prictical enginecring wid science in
h century, The buge markets in
tutuecs and opuons — in risk — that
hawve grown up in Chicage in the Tast 15
veurs are a prime example of how
“hasic” ceonomic science can find
lucrative application in the real world,
On the other band, pure economics,
injudicionsly applied, can still do a great
deal of camage. The ceffect of the
Jderegalation nf the wir toveel incdustry on
the companies involved {net on
passenger safety!) may wrn sut 1o be a
very ineresting examyple.

The degree o which  technical,
univemsity-hased economics informs our
view of the world shouldn't be
underestimated. Toeday, bright kids go
from classroom trining at the London
School of Ecenonmics to daing mreitive
and nows oo the money wires, Wall
serect ceconomists only lightly wear their
PhIDs: business schools see e it that
thetr gradoates have only a smanering
of managerial economics, lest they
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did not undenstand the definition of
frequently reported economic viriables,
sach as the natiomil unemplovment rate
or the gross national product; 2 majoeriry
disd not know Lhe relative magnitudes of
puolicy figures such as the size of the
federal deficit or the proporton of
government spending devored to social
prograins, However, on issues dincctly
affecting  their personal  decisions,
individuzls had a greawer incentive o he
informed, s reflecied in widespreagd
knowledge of the corrent minimam
wiage fevel, the definition of the con-
sumer price index and the going, rares
for adjustable rae home mortgages.
The three demands for cconomic
mformmeattion {poersonal use,  enderiain-
ment, puhlic affairs) are also evident
amang the readens of different features
within a single puhlication, The Wall
srvet Journal, The per cert of reades
wlhe read a particular featare is high for
those sections that relate 10 pesonal
decisions: Stock Quotations (704 per
centl, Daily Business News  Reports
176.8 per cent) and In-Depth Coverage
of Comypanics and [ndustries (615 per
cent), The enerminment denand for
businessiccomomics news is evidlent in
the readesship figeee for the Fouature
Siories, whicl ot 775 por cent is alinost
the highest within the paper. Thoogh
the demand for general news s high
(84.9 per cont read the What's News
section), reder interest fades as the
news becomes less obvioosly connecred
with the neaders” private decisions jonly
4.1 per cent read the Ingermaitional
News section), The Bditorial Page which
generally contuins discussions ot public
policy. with a special cmphasis on
CCONOMIC sues, also mws one of the
lowest readerships (ondy 40,1 per cent).
in a micencosm of a single publicaion,
the popularity of different sections thus
reflects the groater demancs for
businessieconomics oews for personal
decisions andfor entertiinroent, com-
pared 1w infornuzion needed o make
informed social or political decisions.
While the demand for analytical
coveraee of economic atfuics gocs unex-
pressed tnoa market where citizens free-
ridc on the acquisition of politcal
information, readers and viewoers will
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express 4 demand for coverage of pablic
policy that emphasizes buman-interest
angies and politics 45 4 sporting event.
This suggests that the competitive drive
10 hold audicoce attention will be
reilected in the emphasis on enlerain-
ing public affairs coverge that per-
sonalizes stories or fecuses on had”
aews, There is also a segmens of the
public that derives consumption
pleasure from paolitical participation,
such as voting: they vote not out of 2

rtionel  calculus  of probability of

intflucncing the outceme but because
they derive ideological sitisfaction from
Lxpressing @ position and pardcipating
in politics. Fhese people may  also
demand coverage of public affairs for
the pleasure of knowledge inoand of
itseif. Evidence for this deswuud comes
trom the face that, controlling for
demaographic  characteristics,  those
people who fecl thai it is a civic duiy
1 sy intormed are maore likely to read
the newspaper daity and view wlevision
news. Finzlly, public atfiics coverpe
may sometimes e demanded by 2
muck smaller audicnee — the owners
of medin outlets, The concentaition of
ownership of media companies by
individuals ar tamilies is consistent with
the notion that vwners may trade off
some profits for anwnitics, such s the
saeisfaction of performing e duty of
informing the public on public afliim.
This latier cffecl may become more
tenucus, howover, as ownership
becomes dispersed among many
stockholders,

The Market

For Journalists

The demand for journalists sKilled in
business and ¢conomics reporiing s
derived from audicnce demands for
busingss and cconomics infornuation.
Medi companies will offer information
that satisfics private demands for per-
sonally useful or enteradoment infornza-
tion by hiring and rewanding journalisis
able w provide such coverage. These
companies will hine fewer incentives o
hire and reward journalists abke to pro-
vide analvtical coverage of ceonomic
nuews  that reluees o public policy,
though audicnoe inteeest in econemic

affnirs covered from o human ineeest or
poditical battle angle will mean that
reporters and editors wha choeose ibis
appeoach will be mowanded.

The likchhood of low expressed
demand  for analytical overage  of
economic public affaim issues versus the
likely expression of demund for privaely
uselul or enterminment  informagion
relating to business leads & 2 number
of theorics about the libor nuarkset for
journalists: 1. Training  for business
coverage should he rewunded more
heavily than tmaining in economics
coverage. 2. Those journpalists who
aclopt human interest or political angles
in public affairs coverage should be
rewarded muore than jourmlists who
rely on an economic fmmework to
cxplain cconomic issues, 3. [n genecal,
Faciom associared with the entertin-
ment demand should be mewarded in
the journalism labor market.

T wesi wwhither the Jack of public de-
mand for public 2fais affects jounialists’
incentives, Joseph Kale and I conducted
a survey or reporters 2nd editoss in bath
print and broadcast markets. The
respanses we received from over 800
jourmalises formed the hasis of our stady
of reporting crvirenments, «Jocational
atiiinments and the demands for mid-
carcer education in journalism, Our
results conlictn thar while maay
recogmize a need to improve coverage
of economic issues there are few privae
incentives  for journalises or  theie
employees to do this,

Over 80 per cent of the joumnalists in
uur suervey said that their organiznions
had increased coverage of busitness and
CcOmumiic news, but they do not
necessacily equiie mone guantity with
guality. More than 30 per cone feel that
their firms only der 2 fair™ or poor job
Of businessfieconomics CUVCTagL, while
8O per ocent believe ihat pgeneral
reporters are not well equipped o
handle businessicconomics content. The
puor quality of coverge affects the
space aed time allotted 0 coomomic
issucs, for 02 per cent of the editors
surveyved  said 1hey would  increase
covenge if the guality of busiress/
LCONOMICs reporting improved,

Though jounulists may  wish for



better coverage of cconomic issues, the
lack of expressed public demand for
such analysis means that employers do
not hive the incentive o hine those with
the trining to provide it and that
reporters do oot have the incentive to
invest in such training. The business/
cconoumics  reportets in the  surnvey
tended w0 be vounger, have less
experience in journzlism and  have
education hackgmounds similar o those
of other reporters. The majoricy were
journalism mujors (55 per cent); only -
per cent majored in economics and
only 0 per cont majord in business,
The low rewarnds for training reinforee
the kck of incentives for coveruge that
satisfies the public affairs aspect of
CCONOMIC Doews coverage, Among 1he
journalists surveyed, wking three or
maore business courses  outside  their
majors in college wits roasrded 10 1imes
more heavily (they were paid, other
things being equal, an extra $2.654) in
inceme) than wking ar least three
ceonanics coumes. Prepaction  that
leaves journalists hetter prepared to
satisfy demands for privately usetul
information {¢.g. business storics) is thus
rewarded more thin preparifion 1o
handte stocies with more public affairs
ASERACES (e.g. CConomic news),

Strong evidenee that reporters and
cditons have little incentive o incor-
porate ¢conomic analysis in  their
covenrige comes from a group of sample
stories we included in our sucvey. Wi
gave the journalists three stories —
about the Federal deficit, international
trade: and tobacco price-support pro-
grams. For each story, the journalists
were asked to choose from a list of
powntial themes and closing analysis
that included cxamples of three dif-
ferent angles in covering the story: a
human interest approach focused on the
actions and emations of ingdividuals; a
palitical angle rhat focused on the elec-
toral winners and losers associated with
an economic policy, 20d an cconomic
approach focusing on markel principles
of supply and demand as a famework
for explaining an cvent.

Yery few  jourmalists selecwed  an
ceonomic angle in covering  these
staries; they were much more likely tw

focus on the pemsonal angles or the
political fallout of the deficit, tmade
issues and agricultural price supports.
When we compared the salarics of
reporters and editors in our survey with
their approach in selecting story angles,
we found an ¢ven more striking result,
Thoste jourpalists who adopted
ceonomic analysis more freguently were
paid less than thase who relicd mone on
pemenal or political analysis in cover-
INE CCONOMIC STOrics.

Broadceast journalists lost the most in
wrms of lower salaries if they were
likcly o choose economic analysis over
bumzn interest or poelitical analysis. In
addition, the attitudes of hnxdcast jour-
oalists sucveyed reflect the greater time
constrints in research and presentition
they face and the greater pressures o
aetract audiences through enrernment,
Broadceast journalists were much mors:
likely to say that businessieconomics
coverage is difficult becanse it is hand w
tind experts who speak “plain English,”
that hackground and dat sources anc
too difficull 10 understand, and thae the
bear does not lead 1o interesting storics.
They were also more likely 1o agree thi
deadline pressures prevent the kind of
rescanch necessary to develop business/
cconomic news in depth.

Overall, our study indicates that the
loww expruessed demand for analytical
public affain coverage and the high
expressed demand for privately wsefol
or cnicrbining information do affect
trining and incentives in the market for
jourmalists. Bepones ane rewarded more
if they have coursework in business than
in cconomics. Journalists who adopt
morv markclable’” approaches o story
approaches are paid more. The rational
ignoance of votes abow cconomic
affains (e why learn about economic
atfuirs if you bave such a low probability
of influencing events?) is thus translaeed
into a demand for rationally igoorant
journalism and journalists (e.g. why as
a reporter learn about the apalytics of
cconomic policy if the murket only
rewards human interest and pelitical
COVOLUge?).

When we further analyecd the
charcteristics of the journalists whe
were more likely o pick ccenomic

themes o analysis in our sample stories,
we discovered that training does atfect
the approach that journalists vike in
their covermge of  economic  issucs.
Those journalists who were economics
mzjors were more likely 10 scleet
ceonomic angles in the sample stories.
Reporters and editors who had attended
the midcarcer education conferenees
sponsored by the  Foundation  for
American Commupicitions were also
more likely to select economic themes
or analysis. The Foundation has offered
short mideireer triining progrims tor
over i decade that weach journatists how
10 iNCorponie cconomic principles into
thie coverage, Our resules indicae that
it is actual atendance at these trining
seminars, not an underlving tendency
that leads the economically inelined 1o
hoth atend these conferences and sekeet
veonomic themes, that is respensibile for
the pattern of selecting story angles (ha
[ocus on ceonomic principles.

Though training can increise the
ceonomic liteniey of repotiers, medin
companices will still not face sutlicient
incentives 1o provide such  trining.
[ncreasing the cconomic training of
reporters would thus reguire support
frien foundations since  the  priviae
market for pablic affuirs reporcting is
subject 1o market Filure. Still another
alwrmative  for improving  coverage,
however, may lie in the " public macket”
for public affairs coverage.

Public Television's Public
The impact of sudicnee interest in
entertinment and disinterest in public
affairs is most evident where these
pressures e muted  — in public
televison, Correspondent Paul Solnan's
coverage of business and ceconomics on
the MacNeil/Lehrer NewsHour demon-
steates that economics can be expliined
well on relevision. CTypical ot his
coverage is the story he did on Mikhail
Gorbachev's search for aid ar the July
1991 ecconomic summit in London. An
cconomist detailing the problems con-
fromting Gorbuachev's country  might
include references 1o the impartanee of
defining ind scournng property righis,
the effect of instability in legal and
poelitical  regimes  on investors’
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assessments of future returns and the
difficultics of govermment's ability 1o
COMMIt (0 TSN its actions in the
futire. Solmuan bits all these points by
posing as a2 mendicant Gorehachey and
inwrvicwing individuals representing
institutions or groups cracial o foreign
investment in the Soviet Unions an in-
vestment banker from Goldman Sachs;
an official at the World Bank, Harvard
coonomist  Larry Summers; Dwayne
Andreas of Archer-Daniels-Midland, @
world agribusiness company. and 2
Soviet emigre in the United States who
is wary of the new Soviet policies.
Scdman asks quesitons so that cach
individual describes  the  economic
motivations of the institutions  or
businesses they represent. The result is
coverage that uses human-ingeeese angles
{real bankers, real businesses) (o comvey
impx:vonal economic furces. The viewer
is lefe with two dermands well savisfied:
a demand for eneriainment 2od 4
demand  for acceore  coverage  of
CCONONTC NEWS.

Though MacNeiliLchrer's coverage of
ceonomic policy is outstanding,. its suc-
cess in educating the pubile s still
limited by the small segmoent of the
tekevision audicnce that has a taswe for
public-affairs coverage. In o Times-
Mirror sucvey of media consumption in
1990, the perecntages of respondents
who reported “regular viewership™ of
such featune news programming wer
43 per cent for news magazines such s
GO Alinwtes or 20420, 24 per cent for
CNN, 18 per cent for A Current Affair,
b3 per cent for Entertainment Tonight,
and 6 per cem for MacNcid-ichrer That
segment of the audicnce the show
attracts wnds w be older and more
highly  educated. MuacNeil-Eehrer
witchers outscored regular watchers for
nows magazines, Sundsy morning oows
shows and A Corrent Affair tor cach of
the news guiz questions included in the
Times-Mitror survey, such s identifying
Vaclav Havel or the faie of Romanian
President Nicalae Ceausesew, with the
exception of o question. News
magazinge and Current Affair watchers
were more likely than viewerns of the
NewsHour 1o be able to identify Marla
Maples, which may be further evidenee
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that MacNeil/Lerher viewoens hove a dif-
ferent demiand  for Centerainment™
nows than the averige elevision viewer.

Elections And Economics

Candidages fiee similir constmints in
conveying theie message o aadicnces as
newscasters and adveetisers, Granted, a
strtegy of mimbignity nuay i tines help
candidates leave their own positions
undefined whik: seizing the nitiative in
shaping  voter  perceptions of  their
apponents. et ence candidates have
decided on the messages they wish to
convey, the publics demand for enter-
iinment  and  rsionsl  disioeerest in
public affairs means that the cundidates,
too, will attempt to combine entertain-
ment with  cducation  about  their
positions.

The 1988 campaipgn demonsirated
thae it is possible to summarize
CCONOMIC POSIEONS in SUCcinet images,
though the positions themselves may
dow fire as well as attention. o the
lowa  cancus Repruscntative
Richard Gephardt ran o memnornable
iclovision ad that said, over a shot of
American auto workers: “They work
their hearts our every day coying o turn
out i guod product at a decent price,
Then the Korean government slaps on
mine sepamie axes and cariffs. And
when that government’s done, a
16,000 Chrysler K-car costs 348,000 in
Korea.” The ad woent on o say that with
Gephardt as President  the  Roreans
mipht be left asking themselves, U How
many Americans A goiog to pay
344,000 for one of their Hyundais?™
The ad struck a populist chord in the
clectorate and engendered a seore of
critical articles about protectionism in
the mdeiz, The ad also served the
purpose of drawing attention 1w the
candidaee, for i the 1988 clection cyele
120 articles in Nexis refer to Gephardt
andd the Hyunedai.

Oher candidases found simifar wiavs
to dramatize their econemic positions,
Bruce Babhitt stood up for taxes at
candidate debxees, Jesse Jackson inclodad
a4 show of hands test in his stump
speech. Fhow many in the sndicnee own
a4 ¥YOR? be would ask. " There's not ong
American-made YOR, he would point

SCANOEL,

out. How muny own an MX missile? he
wounld aske. The imyplicarion? " Why are
we in o deficit? We'ne making what am’t
nohody buying. o't nobody want no
Midgerman missile for Christmas. Don't
nobody  want no CSar Wars' for
Christmas. They want Honda, Toyora,
sSony, Panasonic and VCR

Fighting for viewer awergion and
voeler interest by dramatizing coonoemic
issucs 5 a rational candidite reaction
piven the media’s incentives to highlight
crrerinment political coverage. in their
content analysis of storics during the
1984 Democrtic primary  season,
Henpry Brady and Richard  Johnston
tound that only 3 per cent of the ol
1'P1 story lines on the Bemocratic field
were devoted 0 economic  iSsues;
overall issues coveripe accounted for 16
per ¢ent of the UP coverage, comparcd
t) 21 per cent for homse-nice coverage
and 23 per cent for Ucandidage” issuces,
such as  huwman-interest or pensonal
stories, They poimt out that the buman-
intrest camaign stories can be vicwed
as informing the vowers, for they do
provide insight on the leadership
gualities and personal stability of the
candiduies. Viewed from this vanLge,
ong might oven judge 4 candidanc’s
ability o conovey economic  ideas
through arresting imagery as a test of
future abilicy e influenee debates in
Congress and the public over issues on
the political agenda.

It the 1984 clection. as in the 1980
clection, close 1o 2 majerity of national
clection survey  respondents  listed
coonomic policy issues as the inost
pressing probilers facing the country.
CGiven the smadl quantity of economic
issue conenige. however, one is lefi wich
1he guestion impliciz in Ronald Reagan's
renrk about South Succotsh. Presi-
dent Reagan used the image of che
intervicw  with a laid-off worker w
ilustrase his beliet thag network welevi-
sion focused on the human-interese side
of had news. Rescarch since his anec-
dotal analysis bears nut his assaniption,
though perhaps with sumrising inplica-
tions. Anulvzing network coverage of
ceoninmic indicamors, David Harrington
found that in nonclection years

-
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Oewsulwens . .

Today, it is neacly inconceisable thag
the head of the Nonpreseription Dirug
ManuRacturers Association could strike.
or even 1ry o strike, Jdeals like Chenay's,
ler alone dare 10 brag abowat them,
Indeed, one could pick up the
Washington Post on Octobwr 25, 1988,
and see this page-one beadline on a
StOTy i an investigacive series:

Drug Firms Strategy:
Avoid Trial, Ask Secrecy
The firm was pharnuceutical  in-
dustry gt Johnson & Johoson.
One could pick up the New York
Times on July 4, 1991, and see this
headling:

Drug Maker Didn’t Heed
Warning of Dead{y Effect

The firm wis anather industry giant,
Hoffmann-1a Roche, There ae many
other wonderful eamples of  press
integrity, whatever the  lapses, The
Associated Press that was condemned
by George Seldes has long since been
trnsfornied. The disgrweetful Chicago
Tribune of Col. Robert MoCormick and
the awful Los Angeles Times of the old
days are fading memories. The foul
Philadelphiz Inguirer of the Annenbergs
tieciine  a gl't.'ﬂl under
Knight-Ridder's ownership and  the
leadership of Gene Roberis (NF '62)
The ownership of The Washinpton Post
had close ties t¢ Allied Chemical, but
when an Allicd subsidiury massively
polluted the James River, severely
hurming fishermea on the Bast Coast,
the Post fully covered the story, The
Noew Nork Times, after decades of
knuckling vnder to the tobacco in-
dustry. has boen hirting it hard for years.

But il woukd be a gricvous crmor to
conclhade that the press no longer his
i pro-corpornue tlt or tha its closces
hold no mone skeletons, For the mo-
ment, consider this one tact about the
clectronic press: With oo threats or
deals, mostly just to economize while
deceptively looking good. local wlevi-
sion spiions without fdentifving the
source  have  regolarly been  incor-
porating into rrerescasts sophisticased

[IEW S [TAfCT
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videda “mews” releases that puff potent.
uoften dangerous. prescrption drugs,
These videos are supplied free of chage
by pharnwccutical manufacturers.

scldes gave full and loving praise w
the few papers thae did wugh corporate
repackage, an outstanding example be-
ing Fhe St Louis Pose-Dispacch, while
a preat many other papers were bought-
and-paid-for mouthpicees of corporaw
interest, not least the newsgaper indus-
try, IF i had to date the approximaie sian
of ihe sea-change reforms that pleased
Greorge Sebdes, | acould sugpest the car-
Iv to mid-19640s. [ ehiat em of social fer-
ment the press devored  deservedly
tremendous arention o, for example,
the late Senasor Esies Kefauver's hear-
ings on exorbitant prices for prescrip-
tion drugs: to the story of thatidomide,
the sedativedtranguilizer thet caused che
birth of thousands of armless, legless, or
limbless childeen, nearly all of them in
uther cowntries; 10 Ralph Nader and
aurexmobile safety after Generad Motors
el been shown o have tailed and
harassed him: and o rumerous other
issues that cut close o life, safety, and
health.

An Erratic Mix

Fhe word allows for the persisting
erratic miix of good and bed perfor-
micinces By fecding news orRorizations.

One such ematic pattern wolves aato
safety and The Washingron Post. In the
winier of 1963-1966, my kiw boss,
Laurence Stern, made avro safety my
heat, and 1 covered it — hard — for
years. In recent times ceflecting the way
newy is being redefined quite generally,
Post management has been conscng with
weilk or poncxistent covenge of auto-
mobile safety issucs, while publishing
every  Saturday an evaluarion  of
whichever new car the auto-induscry
reporter bas wst-driven.

In eary 1989 fairly tvpically, the Post
Uhuricd i the bowels of a long "round-
up column’ in the back of 1he financial
section [a ane-seatence iwm reporting|
thar NHTSA [all readers know what thiu
t5. right?] is stwepping up probes conceen-
ing more than 2.1 million 1987 iod
L9HE GM cams because of comfiaints
ahod poor hraking, faulty steering,

cind doors that fadl off”" (My ialics
insofar as possible, the paper redeem
ed itself by publishing a column by the
writer of the words just gquated, Posi
Omblsman Richand Harwood (NF "563
in which he savaged several such
atrocious news judgments. His colummn
didn’t change anvthing, of coun. b
that docs not dirinish the acoiey of the
insight with which he closed.
“Consumer” news is old hat in
American newspapers, especially
for our upscale clienes. e have
been evaluating  ballet  perfor-
mances, symphoeny concerts, e
Paris fashions and accommoda-
tioms on the Riviera for Veurs; our
restaurant critic has been recently
sampling #alian food in Boston
for those who might wish to fly
up this weekend. Dut the “new’
consumer news involving ripoffs,
commercial fruud, product safety
wnd the like bas tended o fall
between the cracks. We haven't
known how o handlc it of whene
10 put it in the Newspaper,
A radical ider would be w Llogk
it as tnews.)”

If there is o pro-corporate lt, why
on earth would it be “radicat™ o judge
product-safety news not as “consumer
news”™ or Ccorporate news,” bat sinnply
s News?

Another example of the ermtic pat-
tern involves the drug industry and,
principally, The New York Times. Early
this year, some nul put cvanide in over-
the-counter Sudafed cold capsules in
Washingion State. Burroughs Wellcome
ismediately recalled the product macion-
wide. Rightly, the story doesw proninene
press actention evervwhere, But in stark
comrast with ihe Sudated case, in
which. as in the carlier Tvlenol episode,
a drug company was a victim. promi-
nent press adention wis denicd the
story of Merital, in which people were
victims of a drug compuany.

Merital wias 2o occasiomally  lethal
prescription  antidepressant  formerly
marketed in more than 8O countrics. An
vstimated 190,000 Americans ok the
drug in the six mooths in which it was
sold in the United Stades, When the



manufacturer, Hoeciist AG, a Germun-
bpased multinacional. asked the Food and
Drug Adrinisieation o approve Meric
for sake in the United Soues, it Kiew dhin
ag least 17 persons on the drug in othee
countries  had  dicd of hemolytic
aneniit. Forthrigbt disclosure ol the
deatby risked FDA disapproval, cven
though a causal relationship in some of
the cises was questionable. Hoechst
ok the casy way out; it dido't repon
the falalities. Thus it was in ignoemnce
ot Merital's potential to kill that the FDA
approved i, in Judy 1985, with an inade-
guate and therefore misleading ofticial
labeling. The prescribing instructions
warned that the drug could  cause
hemeolytic anentia, but zef that the
ancmia could kit In Janwary 198G
Hoechst halted  sales of the drug
worldwide because of @ rising incidenee
of the distuse o useny,

Hoechst's misconduct — vielation of
FDA regulations reguifing prompi
repusting of any scrious and uoex-
pected, or unexpectedly severe adverse
drug reactions — was mailed down at a
hearing of 2 House Government Opera-
tiens subcommiitee led by Congressiman
Ted Weiss (D-NY). For example, Weiss
hrought vut. Hoechst had [earmed in
February 981 that an italiin woman
had dicd of bemolytic anemia probably
caused by Merial, Yer, subcommitice
counsel Daniel W, Sigeloman established,
Hoechst had delayed reporting  the
fatality for Gve-und-a-half vears, unil
June 1986, which was six months after
it had stopped selling Merit,

The House hearing  was  thinly
covervd, and ihe stories on it drew
prediceabiy lidle prominence or aten-
tion. The Post’s appearcd in the finan-
cial sectien. Last December 12, the U5
Attorney for New Jerscy, Michael Cher-
toff, issued a2 comprehensive  press
release on the filing of criminal misde-
meanor charges against Hocchst sindd ivs
former clinical rescarch director. D
Rainer Zapf, of Frankfurt, Germyany, for
withholding frem the FDA informatioo
on two deaths of Merial users that had
occurncd befone the agency approved
the drug. One of the users was the
Ialian woman: the other was a French
patient whose death had been reported

i Hocechst in March 198+, in the French
case, Chernoff said, Hoechsts own Druyg
safety Department had judeed it highly
probable that Merital had Teen the canse
of deach.

By mading the Macch 1991 Public
Citisen Flealth Rescarch CGreoup Herlih
Letter, 1 learned that Hoechst and Zapf
had agreed wo plead guoitey. On April 29,
in Nevwark, they entered the pleas and
received the maximuas allowable fies.
202,000 and 32000, respectively.
Hocchst's plea, sadd  Assiszane 1%
Antorney Paol A Brissnnm, ande it the
first forcign drug manuficieeer w be
suceessfully proseeuied for failiog w
prowide the FDA with reports of advense
drug meacnans aceurring outside the
United States. It was slso imporant —
and  newsworthy . —  that Flocechst
followed two  American drug com-
panics, Smith Kline {for Sclaeryn) and
Ei Lifly ifor Omflex), in being comvicred
and trivially fined for withholding
information on foreign desths. Such a
sequence msed the passibility of an
industry-wide pateern.

All the News

That’s Fit o Pring?

surcly the pleas and the sentences
were 4 significant national and iotecn-
tionzl storv. It drew five paragraphs on
page B3 of The Wall Steect Journal —
nut much, but somwething, In The New
York Times, however, the filing of che
criminal charges pot two pargraphs at
the bottom of page D4, both the agree-
ment @ plead goiley and the actoal jpleas
and sentences wenl unreportcd. Would
the publisher or editoes of the Times
enjov defending the proposition that
this criminal case did not deserve beter
from the newspaper with o Jaily Priyc-
one ear prepostereusly bragging ahout
“All the News That's Fit wo Priot™'?

Unlerlying the pathetically  inade-
quate coverage of life-threaening cor-
porate misconduct is the cverlasting ¢m-
brce by the press of a cruly absurd b
wondronsly  convenicat mitionale  for
pro-comeerae tile: in an indusirial sociery
goverment constitutes the whole of
governancy, Yet it is boyond doubt that
the large corpomation has wlways gov-
erned, most imporomtly by deciding

whether untold numbers of people will
live or die, will be injuced. or will
stcken,

The linge comortion gavems diveet!y
I wis jarcingly awzkenced to this glaring
truth in {962 by the story of thalide-
ik, 0w inthe [Tl instance govern-
nance by a corporation. oot by govern-
ment, that visited 2 werible fue on the
deformed childeen and cheir familics,
But let’s leap to the present — tooan
ongoing example of dicect, lite-and
death corporate governance that to this
day has drawn zeno agention in most
newspapers and nxgazines,

Lizthility insureri know of prosdugt
detects that contiue 1o injuee and kil
unsuspecting consamers yvet wsoluicly
refise 0 share that knowledpe with
govermment nogulnory agencics and the
public. The National Flighway Traftic
satety Agency provides o illustrigion.
While it est-crashes cars couipped weith
dlammics to determine how safe orun:
safe they are, insurens cefuse o release
ur NICISA the dag in their files on
mitlions of ¢ars that crashed with el
people in them,

Another case concerns the Palkon
Shicld intrierine devicee The longer i
wis worn, the grester possibilits gt its
duefective rerrieval siring would cause o
litc-threatening petvic infection b
could render the woman fonever wimlbbe
to hear a4 childl. While bundreds of
thouwsands, possibly millions, of women
were still weaeing the contrceptive
device in ueter ignornee of the hazand
tx which they were exposed, Acu
Casualiy & Surety, the product insurer,
knew of it but was silent.

Approxinuucly 21 million U8 workers
have boen exposced to ashestos. {hver the
next geetcter-cemury, soventl burncdred
thousand of them are expected o dic
of ashestos-indueed caneer. i the 19BS
book "Outrageots Miscondier,” which
was serialized by The New Yorker, Pl
Brodeur wrote that by 1981, many of
the insurees of the manufictnens of
ashestos producty “had known {or
decades that asbestos workers wire
dyving carly. hat had kept silent while
their underwriteny weote policies Tor
workmen's compensation and compre-
hensive geneol Hability as fast o they
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could put pen 1o paper

Brodeur proved that the insarers had
koown the trath from their owen “actu-
arial tbles, ratings schedules, physi-
LU0 TCPOCts, Workmen's conmpensi-
tion claims, underwriting gaidelines,
and safepvand-engineering manuals”
“IE at somne point along the way, Acing,
Travelers, Commuercial Uneon, Libersy
Mutual, INA, Hartford, Home Lloyd's,
orany of the other najor insuners of the
ashestos industry had gone public with
their inside knowledge,” he writes,
“thwey might weel have been able (o save
wns of thousands of lives and untoid
suftering and pain.”’

The lane corporation also governs
freivect!y. It dogs se by governing the
government. just as do other clout-
wiclding private intereses,  including
trde associagions and unions. Govern-
ing the government is exactly what all
of the zhve do when they buy legisla-
tons with, say, tat election-campaign
contributions, honociriz and expense-
peticd vacations. [ndired corponte gover-
nance is o well known w npecd
claboration here.

There is. [ bclicve a strange,
undetevied  influence nf corporate
povermanee on the sysiem of rewands
and punishments in the nation’s ngws-
rooms, 16 is a system tha lezds inexorably
10y desensitizadon. People go along
get alony, consciously or unconscious-
Iy abandoning protessional journalistic
principles along the way, At least G0
years ago, the historian Frederick Lowis
Allen wromwe: *Editors and reporters find
out what pays is to write the soft of
news-stocies which pleases the man
the wop . . . They put their johs first and
the truth second . . . the whole process
of corrupting the news, wher: corrup-
tion today exists, s less often the
deliberate work of men bent on false-
hoad thare a process of drifting before
the winds of circumsiance, timidity and
self-interest.”

[ helieve Allen's words are sfill true.
Lescnsitization breeds inditference oot
only (0 news of that corporte miscon-
duct which directly and profoundly
affects Life, salery, health and the envi-
ronment, but alye to other imporant
arras of news (hat may superficiatly
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secm unrelated. The custanding arcus
[ bave in mind are regulatony agencies,
Capitel Hill and court proveedings thag
produce highly revealing, imporine,

lepalty privileged  and  otherwise
unavailable information, and the Whine
House and  Presidencial  election

campitigns.

1. Regulatory agencies

n 1987, the FDA approved two
proscription drups iidended we prevent
4 patrticular 1ype of irncgular beartheat.
The medicines were  Bristol-Myers's
Enkaid and AM Riker's Tambocor 1
1949, Dr. joel Momganroth, director of
cardiac research at the University of
Pennsybrania’s hospital in Philadelphin,
surveyed 1000 cardictogists who lad
prescribed  the medicines during a
mationwide irial. On the basis of the
surver he concluded that up to 3,000
Americans who bad wken the drugs
may have dicd premataccty as @ result.
Physician's Wrekly called the trial a
“sudden-death debacle”™

The AP meved a comprehensive seory
on Monunroth's survey. On July 26,
19aY, the story appeared in Investor's
Daily. It also appeared  in The
Washington Times; the four-column
headline, on page A3, was: 73,000 may
have died from two heart drugs.”” It Jdid
not appear in The Washington Post.

2, Capitol Hill

Over and over, the Washingoon press
corps kisses off truly important, investi-
gative hearings. One example emerged
from 2 vear's imvestigation of the moest
lethal defective medical device in
Amcrican history: at the time, it was
knnwn to have filed in, and caused the
deaths of, at least 230 persons. The
device was a particular mode] of the
Bjork-Shiley mechanical heart valve, A
defect caused 2 sirut, o key component,
10 fraciure while it was implanted in the
body.

The investigation, 1made by 1he inves-
tigative suhcommitie: of the House
Energy and Comnwerce  Committee,
culminatged in an all-day hearing in
February 1990, The hearing produced
a great deal of previously undisclosed
information that was highly embarmss-
ing to the manufacturer, Shiley, Inc; ©

ity owner, Pliver Inc., 2 major pharma-
ceutical firm, and to the FDA as well,
For vxample, a subeommitice chrono-
logy saicl: “Records provided by Shiley

. . show that the second known strut
fracture oceurred on fuly 15, 1979, ...
shiley notificd the FDA by phune on
March 7, 1980, ie, six months lawer
Other delzys rnged from three weeks
to a5 long as twenty-four months ™ A
Washington Post eporwer attended the
hesring: no story cn in the newspaper.

In May 1987, the Elouse subcommetice
that had imvestigated Merial beld @ bear-
ing on Suprol, a needless and expensive
prescription painkiller that was used hy
approximately half-million Americans.
Suprol caused reversible kidney failore
in mose than 300 middle-aged men. In
addition o ¢xposing the FIMA'S inex-
cusably complacent handling of Suprol,
chairmian Weiss and counsel Sigelman
documented the failure of subsidiaries
of Johnson & Johnson, the phanima-
ceutical conglomerate that had beeno
plorified for its intelligent response (o
the ‘Iylenol poisenings, o make
required  reports o the agency.
Thousands of reporters represen the
general press in Washirgton,  None
aitended the hearing. This was not
arypical.

3. The White House and
Presidential campaigns

In 1981, in his very fimst days in the
White House, Ronald Reagan signed an
cxeculive neder creating the President's
Task Force on Regulatory Relief and
designating Vice President Geonge Bush
ay chairmran. Under his leadership, the
sk force set into motion severe cut-
backs in govermment prodections, almaost
across the board, against hazards in the
marketplace and the workplace (oot o
mention the finangial sector). Bush
often boasted of his achievemenes, Yer
during the 1988 Presidential campaign.,
0 fur oas [ know, no major news
organization undleriook (o probe
scriously for the answer 1o an absolutely
clenmentary guestion: what had the sk
force done ander Bush? Meanswhile, The
Washington Post, i a series of clegant
promovionad ads, congetulated itself on
going ll-oul 1 provide the voters with



all of the information they necded ©
know abow the Presidential candidates.

Nader Group’s
Report Ignored

However, Public Citizen, the public
interest organization founded by Ralph
Nader, did investigate the tesk force and
Bush's leadership of it About two weeks
betore the clection, on Qctober 24,
Public Citizen called a news conference
on Capitol Hill 1o melease @ S2-page
report. The findings were summarized
in a press release. which changed that
the sk force had “undermined a
system of health acd safety standards
that has wken America over B0 vears to
achicve” It went on w0 say-

The mecord is bruwl, indeed. At
least 40,000 deaths and onc
million injuries can be mced 0
the Admimsteatinn’s delay in re-
quiring air bags and utenanc
safety belis in cars, Hundeeds of
thousands of infants were fed
nuiritionally  deficient  formula
white Bush and the OMB [Office
of Management and  Budget]
delayed rules requiring lesting of
infant formuli, and thousands of
habics and young children suffercd
the serious and often faial Reve's
Syndrome  discase while the
Administration stonewalled rules
1o place warning labels on aspirin
products  linked to  Reye's
syndrome in children.

Not a wond on the report appeared
in the news columns of The New York
Times, The Wall Steeet Journal, or The
Washington Post. Indced. the press con-
ference sign-up sheets, which [ have
seen, do not carry the signature of a
reporwer from any of these maost influen-
il newspapers. To get i1s message cut,
Public Citizen finally boughe ads, which
were seen hy far fower people than
would have seen news stories in those
papers.

In an article several wecks after the
clection, Christoper Drew of The
Chicago Tribune, who during the cam-
paign wrote 3 superb series on work-
place hazards in the meapacking
industry, said this: “An exiensive Tribenge

investigation has fownd that President
Reagan's emphasis on deregulation has
left millions of workers vuloerable to
death and serious injury fom hazards
in the workplace, As Vice President,
Bush has been @ chict architeer of thae
drive”

1 think of the press’s tong winter nap
during the Reagan yean when all chose
giant stories were nmissed or bowched,”
Thomas Winship, president of  the
Center for Foreign Journalists z2od the
Dosion Glohe's former wp editor, said
tn a talk published in the Winter 1996
Nieman Reports. 'The press missed
completely the full impact and
sigoificance of Reagan's overarching
crusade o deregulate  the Federal
goveroment. And we all forget that Vice
President Bush was assigned o deveiop
aned to caroy out that policy by President
Reagan. The book on the total cost of
deregubation in lives and dollars has yet
to be wwritten”

Some 5till $Snoozing

Do you think thar snoozing publishers
o1 top editons would care o defend thiy
performance in puhlic?

Some are still snoozing. [n 1949, (he
Burrau of National Atfairs reporied, the
Gush Administruion shifted more than
$200,000 from the Dudget of the Justice
Department unit that prosecuics Com-
panics invodved in workplice deaths (o
the unit that pmsecuies ohscenity vicla-
tions. This insight into Bush Adminisemn-
tiesnn vahues got a buricd pacgrph in
The Wall Strect Journal on April 2R,
1989, and no space at all to my know-
ledge, in other major papers.

In 2omiber odd phenomenon of pro-
corponte il vital issues that do draw
prominent press attention  somehow
become nonissues in the coverage of
Presidential campaigns. in May 1988,
while the Presidential campaign was
heating up, Surgeon Genersl €. Everet:
Koop released 2 report in which his ex-
perd scientific advisers on 1wohacco pro-
nounced nicotine 0 be as addictive as
heroin, 1 have not heard of @ campaign
reporter asking a guestion such as chis
of George Bush or Michag! Dukakis:

“Mr Vice President (or (rovernor), do
you agree with the Surgeon Genergl's

advisers that tobacco is a8 addictive as
herin? If you agree will vou targe
tobacco in vour war on drugs and sup-
prort proposed kegislation o ban wbaceo
advertising and peomotion? If vou disa-
gree, what is your scientific hasis for
doing so?”

Nor tiave [ heand of reporters ae the
Whitc Houwse asking President Dush
cuestions Hke these:

“Mr President. was Vice President
Quavie speaking for you when he said
inn Norb Carolina, in July 1990, that our
tohacco exports shouid be expanded
aggressively  becanse Amwericians ane
smoking less?”

UM President, consultuus (o the
Wirld Health Organizagion cstinmite tha
cigarettes are likely o kill 500 million
of the peopte now alive — one-tenth of
the current population of the planc: —
if current smoking pattecns continue
unchanged. o you agree or disageee
with Assistant Sceretary of Health James
0. Mason that, w quote him, ‘it is an-
comcionable for the mighty mansmt-
tional tobacco companics . ..t he
peddling cheir poison abroad.” and tha
these companics. quoting hime again,
‘play our free tmde bws and oxpor
policies like a Stradivarios violing® &

Court proceedings

Priscases induced v smoking. the
government  says, killed more than
$34.000 Americans in 1988 alone,
accounting for beeter than one of every
six prevenuble desths, So doring the
vears in which millions of smokers dicd
prematurely important guestions such
as the following cried out for xnswers:
what did the cigarctte manufacturen
and their trade orgaizgions know —
and perhaps &0y not t fisd ow — about
the hazacds of lung cancer, emphyscast,
hean discase and other smoking-celaed
afflictions? When? ¥hat did they do?

Lacking subpocna powcer, the press
had no way to compel answerns. But in
the smid-1980s, a plaincffs hewyer, Mace
Z. Ldell. finally fowd a wuy, In
cigarette  product-hability  Jawsuit
hrought by Rose and Amonio Cipollone,
Edell wonn pretriad court onders ciabling
him w deplov the resources, skills, and
staming  sulticient m foree  Liggen
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Group, Lorilland and Philip Morris to
disgorge larpe numbens of hitherto
confideniial internal documents and o
compel muny of their executives and
sCientists to testify under oath.

Secret Material
Finally Released

The: court orders hound Edell 1o keep
secoet nearly all of the choicest fruics of
his lahor for about four yearss — until
the case went to trial in Januzrey (984
in 175, District Court in Newark. At that
point, 1 great proportion of his
discovery materiids hegan to e pat in
cvidence, making them public at kst
Thus was the press hunded on a plater
an uaprecedented, magnilicent oppor-
tunity e inferm the public about the
secret life and conduct of three leading
Cigaretic makers,

Here are just two of many samples of
the kind of hitherie concealed, privi-
leped informution surfaced by Edell:

in 1972, Frederick R Panzer, a vice
president of the “fobacco Lnstitote, wrote
A vonfidenual” miemo on the “holding
stratepy” that the whacco ndustry had
used for nearly 20 years 1o defend
against the chamge that smoking ciluses
discase, Panecr acc lEimad the siraepy as
“hrillianthy conceived and executed”
by Hill und Knowlien, the global public
relations tirm) and said the indostry hid
deplined the stmuegy™ o three major
frents — litigatien, politics and public
oupinion.” The memo cited the straiegy s
three principal elements:

“Creating doubt about  the health
charge without actually denyving i’

“Advocating the public’s right to
smoke, withour actmlly veping them w
tthe up the practice”

“Encouraging  objective  scientific
researcl as the only way to resolve the
yuestion of healtb hazard ™

in 1980, a letter from Robert B
Sclignum, research vice president of
Philip Morris UL5.A., 10 his Loriflard
counterpare, Alexander ¥ Speacs, listed
three “subjects o he avoided™ in
indusiey-funded research: L Develop-
ing new tests for carvinogenicity, 2.
Atempt|ing| to relate human disease to
smuoking. 3. Conduct[ing] experiments
which require faze doses of circinogen

Es,] Nieman Reports

to show additive effect of smoking.”

At the st of che crial, and for a few
weeks  thereafier. notwithstanding
millions of whbacco-related  deaths
through the years, [ was the onty out-
aof-town newspaper reporter on hand; in
Il 1 weas i Newsark for oine weocks, and
i applaud and thank my editens at The
Waishingion Post for making and stand-
ing by their commitment o have me
there. Newsday arvived faicly soon. and
The Philadelphia Inguiree shorgdy afier
that; and both hung in. The federal
courthouse eportens for the AP and 1UPL
covered on o daily basis despite 3 con-
tinuing heavy workload. CNN sent
reporters and artists o few times. Sur-
prisingly. the trial had been noderway
for several woeks before The New York
Times made 2 scrious commiinient o
coveruge, No reporter showed up from
the Media General newspapers in Rich-
o], where Philip Morris is the lamgest
emplover, or frien wobacco  couniry.
Oddly, the hometown  Newhouse-
vwned Newark Star-Ledger suspended
covenge for a long  period. Most
national news organiztions, includiog
the three nuajor relevision networks and
The Wall Sstreet Journal and The Los
Angeles Times, finally began to saff the
trial in carly fune, when the jury was
about to hegin w deliberate,

They examples of awesome  press
insensitivity — rasrbrress — to horren-
dous corporite hreaches of (rust are all
over the place. Hoerme arce twe, The fiest,
from late 1986, invobved disclosure of
the knewing and willful production and
shipment, over a five-year period. of
millicns of jum of bogus appk: jice. The
chemical  cocktail,  allwic appacently
harmless, went in the mouths of
babics whose mothers and faghers had
trusted the Libel on every jar As s
frequently the case, the breach of trust
wits ot fereeted out by investigative
reporters; it wits disclosed in a Justice
Depanment  press release on oo
470-connt indictment of Beech-Nut
Natrition., owned by Nestle SA of
Switverland, and of owo of Beech-Nut's
top officen. Every last coe of us having
bewnn a baby, the indicoment of the conn-
try’s second-lingest aby-food supplier
might have been assumed wr be worthy

of puage one, 1t was not 50 assessed by
senior editors of the three papers | read
regularly, The Washingion Posi, The
New York Times, and The Wall Street
Jourmal. At The Post, the story was
offered by the Justice Department
reporter to the national desk, which
rejeceed it it lunded on page one of the
financial sectiom,

The second exampie dates back to
Nenember 11, 1980, but I've never been
able ) forget it because it's so neveal-
ing. In The Mashington Post’s “Around
the Nation™ greb-bag colomn, on page
AG, the firsg item was a yawn for 99 per-
cent of newpaper readers inoan Bast
Coast  city. The headline  was,

Chain Collisions Kill
Seven in Fog on
California Freeway:.

The founh item, judgad to merit ondy
a small headling,

Chemical Dumping
Agreement

said in its entirely:

One of the nations lagest
machinery and chemical manufac-
turers, the FMC Corp., was fined
$3%.000 and apreed 10 pay 51
million  inte an envirortmenial
trust fund afrer it pleaded guilty o
charges of concealing the secret
dumping of a deadly chemical
inty West Virginia and  Ohio
WRICTWEVS.

The chemical, carbon  wrra-
chleride, showed up it municipal
water supplies in Huntington, %W,
Va. Cincinmiei and Louisville in
1975 and was tmeed hy the
Envirenmental Protection Agency
to an FMO plumt in South
Charleston, W, Vi, on the south
bank of the Kanawha River, which
fliws into the Ohio River,

Quericd by the EPA, the firm
saidd it was dumping ooly R
pounds of the chemical into the
karnwha River cach day, when its
records, laer ohtzined by the EPA,
dhisclosed that more than 3,000



pounds were being dumped into
the river daily.

That last item makes a further poeint:
the pro-corporate tilt is nowhere clearer
than in the way the press defines crime,
Overwhelmingly, it's in teems of the
permsonally inflicted violem offenses that
have heset os since the first cave man
picked up a club — murder, rape, rob-
hery. Yet this definition has becen
ludicrously inadequate for well over a
century — since the advent of the
Industrial Revolution. That's when
impersonal crime commirted by the
large corpuration — and morally reprne-
hensible comduct oot violative  of
criminal laws — began 1o flourish and
to inflict vastly greater harm on lifc, limb
and pockethook than the traditional
offenses. Yot the press  constangly
downplays serious  corporate
misconduct,

Rewriting a Rhyme
A minor rewrite of an old folk rhyme
captures my point:

The pruss exposes both nuan aikd weman
Who steals the gocse frivn off the comimin,
hut lets the corparition loose
That steals the commorn fronr the gonse,
Only a few decades after the [n-
dustrial Revolution, Edward Alsworth
Raxss, a sociologist at the Univensity of
Wisconsin, published a brilliant Tigle
book, USin and Society,” on the ethical
and moral dilemmeas created by the kinge
corporation. That was B4 years ago, but
I know of no one who hay surpassed
bis picreing clarity and insight. Here iy
an excerpt, in his unique prose style:

. . . the patene ruftian is confined
10 the social basement and enjoys
tew opporunities. He can assaalt,
ar mlest, to be sure: but he can-
not hermay. Nobody depends on
him, 0 he cinnot commit breach
of trust — that arch sin of our
time, He does not bold in his hand
the safety or welfare or money of
the public. He is the clinker. not
the live coal, vermin, not beast of
prey. Today, the rillain maost in
need of curbing s the resfaciable,
exemprary  trusted  prersonage
who, strategically placed «at the

Jocus of spider-weeb of fiduciary
releetions, is able from bis office-
chair 1o pick o thotsand pockets,
ar imperil o thousand lives. It is
the great-scale, bigh-voltage sin-
ner that needs the shackle (My
falics)

A former federal judge. in a personal
letter to mie in 1989, put it this way: "It
seems ronic thae in this country you
can kill for mongy and get away with
it — so long as you are incorporated for
that purpose’ A tew years ago, ithe
iconaclastic Bobert Sherrill began an
article in Grand Street, a guarterly, with
a fresh look at the death penaley:

There are something over 1,500
men and women on the death
rows of America. Given the social
context in which they opented,
one might reasonably assume that
they werne sentenced 1o be exe-
cuted not becavse they e
murderers but because they were
inefficient. Using guns and knives
and the usual footpad parapher-
nelia, they dispatched only a few
more than their own oumber Had
they used asbesios, mislabeled
pharmaceutical drmgs and dovices,
defective auntos and illegally used
and illegally disposed chemicals,
they could have Killed, crippled,
and ortured many thousands of
people. And they could have done
it without very much fuss.

[t's no surprise that the pro-corporate
tilt is aften steepest in cditorial pages.
The late William E. Chiltea I, of The
Charleston Guzette in West Virginia, was
2 unique publisher. His motw was Sus-
ained Ouirage” He went after his
fellow publishers for having editorial
pages that “sound like what they are,
the voice of an extrermnely weathly cor-
poration.” 0n a single day, The Xation
recalled ateer his death in 1987, bhis
paper editorially denounced EFE flutton
4% 2 'seum bag company T and the Man-
ville corporation as “'slimy”” The con-
trast [ will offer bere derives its force
from an unavoidably detailed summary
of the often startling facts.

Not A Single

Post Editorial

The case involvedd The: Washington Posg
and the aforementioned Dulken Shicld,
the defective 11U at the center of one
of the most disastrous episodes of
American corporite miscanduct i ihis
century. When it enrered the worldwide
market in January 1971, it had not heen
wsied for safety in cither or animals or
wornen; it had beon fraudolentdy fested
for effectiveness. Physicians implanted
it in ahout three million women hefore
the manufacturer, A H, Robins of Rich-
moend. ended [0S sales in Juoe 19749,
lens if not handreds of thousands of
these women suffered life-thmearening
pelvic infoections and celaed desteaction
or immirment of their ability ever o
bear a child. At least 18 died in the
United  States; how many died clse-
where, particuliaely in the Third World,
where oo one counted, is unknowiable,

The catastrophe was utterly provent-
able, Robins know full well, and early
on, ot the continning danger te Dalkon
Shield wearens. 1t could hine minimized
the toll, deastically, simply by recalling
the device ing say, 1974 [ostead, with
the connivance (not mere sileoce of s
product insures, Actona Cisualty & Suncty,
Robins stonewalled and Licd for 10 years
before finally ordering a cecall.

n 1985, inundated by produc -liahitity
lawsaits, Robins filed for Chapter 1N
hankrupey protection. Shorty, lederal
prosceutons began an investigdlion into
charges that Robins had, gquoting,
subsequent briet filed by the Justice
Deparument in the Supreme Court,
Cengaged inoongoedng  oriminal and
friudulent activity for roughtly 15 seans
add used s atterneys w o torther angd
cover up those illegal actvities,” includ-
ing possible "obstruction of fustice, false
declamtions betere the grand jury, and
rwcketeering.” In Jamwry 1990, without
explmation. the Justice  Dopartment
whandoned the criminal investigation it
had conducred for nearly five yeas.

In 19806 the: fedeal jusdge presiding in
the bunkruptcy proceading hold Rolyins
in civil conwmpt. and in 198 he held
it in crimingl contemgd for delibere
defiance’ of & court order. Also in 1987,
the Kansas Suprenie Court voted 7 1o 0
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to atfiem @ jury award to 2 Dalkon Shicld
victim of $9.2 willion, including 2
record $7.5 mitlion in punitive camapes,
Never before, the umanimous judges
said. had @ Kansas appellaie court “heen
presented with corporzte misconduct of
such gravity and duction.'”

[n §989. a Dalkon Shicld trust fund
of approximatcly 525 billion  was
created, amd i made the firse smail
payments to some of the nearly 200,040
Malkon Shicld users who had been
injured us Far lack as 1971, and who had
survived court cligibility  screcenings,
Finaily, consider that the Dalkin Shicld
wis dueveloped in The Post's from vard,
Baltitnore, and that it was manufictured
hy a company in its back yard,
Richmond.

Nene of the foregoing was suppressed.
Anything bue: the unfolding story, many
times, drew widespread auengion. Al
the: Post, I began to report the story in
1973; in W85 | did a five-part series —
researched ar groat length and o consid-
crable cusi to The Post, Bat not once
during the more than fiflcen years that
the Posi was chronicling this agroctous
episode in s news columns did it
publish 2 single cditorial oo any aspect
of the story,

s Not on the unprecedented tragedy of
massive  discase uand  sterility,

# Nl oon the Chupter L1 case,

s Nut vn the conwenpt cittions,

* Not on the condemnation of Rohins's
conduct with which Kansas's highest
court unanimously upheld a1 375
million award of punitive damages.

* Not on the lkengthy grand  jury
investigation.

e Nt on the Justice Department’s
charcterization of Robins™s conduct.

* Not on the adequacy of the trost fund.,

Nor has The New York Times, nos, (o
my knowledge. The Wall Street Journzl,
commented editorially.

I nxay e reaching, bue it's not implau-
sible to suggest this: the long-sustained
absence  of  ceditorials  in these
newspapers on 2 human disaster of such
stunning magnitude Implied — wholly
mistkenly — that corponte conduct in
grossesl violation of our basic ethical
and religicus heritage is oo freakish o
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cagage  cditorinl writers and  the
publishers for whom they speak, Yot the
reality of every industrial society is that
corponile misconduct imperiling like
safery and health on 2 gren seale is
penvasive,

Diluting the Dialogue

The absence of editorial resonance, T
also belicve, has two additionat adverse
effects: it dilutes the potential, such as
it is, for a much-nceded scrious public
dialogue about corporate crime and
miscondact and it sends an unfortunate
signal to the corporate community that
corponte murder. manslanghter — or
womenshwghter — need fear no
editorial-page sting.

Excepting the tobacco industry, the
norm for muny mainstream editorial
rages and columnists is silence abouwt
corporate crime and misconduct, cven
when it as prolonged and inexcusable
as har of Robins, alchough editortals
coinciding with corporre view poines
somehow do appear. On July 110 L9849,
for cxampk. one Washington  Post
cditorial cpposed  punitive  damages
(intensely  disliked  hy corporate
wrongdoers), while another cliimed
thin when the FUA upproves o drug,
it s almost cerinly both sate and
cifective’” (the claim, often made
drug companies, is false, as shown by
Merinl, Suprot, Oraflex, Selacryn and
other drugs whase haemnds cmemnged on-
Iy after FIXA approval).

Morcover, in my experience, ac lease,
i is mar, if pot unbeard of, for editorials
w name and hold personslly accoun-
table the corporate officers, directors,
amd decision-makers responsible for the
murder, mayhem and abuses of the
viwironment commitiexi in the names of
the companics  they  lead. Yet, 1o
paraphrase 2 slogan of the Nagonal Rifle
Association,  corpocgtions dont kill
people. prople do.

The dangers of corporae governance
that does not violite criminal laws but
is momlly cepugnant cannot be over-
emphasized. Consider the timeless truth
that emerzes from a candid exchange of
lettens six decades ago Pbotween Lamniot
duPont, presidem of EL duPom de
Nemours, and Alfred PooSkoun, e,

president of General Motors.

Al the ume, Ford had for year: been
using sufery glass for windshields, while
GMowas using only plain flar glass in
Chevrolets, On iapact. such glass hreaks
into shutrds, disfiguring, slashing, killing.
For sound business reasons —  his
company would wap a large profit —
Lammot duPont uwped Soan o buy
safety glass for Chevrolets, For sound
husiness reasons, Sloan refused: he did
not, as & see il, care thae what was good
for General Motors was not good for the
country.

“Accidents or po accidents)” Stoan
wroie, my concern in this maiter is 4
mattee of profit and loss.”” adding that
Ford's use of safery glass is no reason
why we should do so. 1 am feying o
prowat the steckholders of General
Morory and 1he Corportion’s Operdting
position — it is not my responsibility w
sell safery glass ... You can  say,
perhaps, that 1 am selfish, but business
is selfish. W are not 2 charitabke institu-
tion — we are trying to make a profis
for our stockholders”

sloan broke o laws. [ndeed,
helieve. he saw himself as a4 man of con-
scivnee. Then and for decades after-
wurd, similarly, GM and other avto
inddusiry executives broke no laws when
they allowed crunks, handles, and knohs
w protrude oward knees and skulls,
Nor did they break criminai ws in
resisting life-saving air bags tor cighween
VEArs.

1 surround myself with people who
genendly see the wity 1 dod” Los Angeles
Times Publisher Otis Chandler has sagd.
Could it be otherwise? Some meat was
put on that bone by William Allen
Whir, the legendary Kansas Repuhlican
who owned, puihlished, and edied The
Emporin Gazeuw. "T'he owners of
newspaper investments, whether they
arc hankerns, stockholdens of a corpora-
tion, or individoals, feel @ racther keen
sense of financial responsibifity” he said
i exeaordinasy but widely neglected
speech in 1934, The sense of property
gaes trilling Jdown the line’” he con-
tinued. Tt produces @ slant and a bias”
similarly, William Gruider, o former
issistant mana@ing  cditor of The
Washington Post, said in a 1989 (Post)



Oped piece: “Some admirable cwnees
like the Post's are much more tolernt
than others, but inevitably the vance's
outlook will define the baundaries of
what gets printed, what gets excluded.”

Imagine Nader
On Post Board

Now imagine the unimaginable:
Katharine Graham names Balph Nader
an outside director of the Washington
Post Company. Surcly Washingion Post
cditors and reporters would see in this
a signal from Mes, Grbham that con-
sumer news and investigations of cor-
porate misconduct merit more attention
and support. Then surcly it's also
rcasonahle to assumee thitt an opposiie
signal is sent by the routine loading of
her boiard — and the boards of all other
lagge muedia organizations — with out-
side direciors from the hig-business
communitiy.

Chairman Grdam alone, as a practical
matter, decides who sits on her hoand.
Only fricnds ur persors who have ber
complete trust become outside direc-
tors. [0 consequence, much about her
views may he divined from her selec-
ions. Overwheimingly, they have heen
people lacking persuasive ¢oxlentials as
no-strings-atached  representaives  of
journatistic independence in the pubile,
T b sure, one, George W Wilson, is
president of the Concord Monitor in
New Hampshire, His appeal was surcly
cihanced by his long legal battle for an
objective for which The Washington
Post has also fought in the courts:
having reporters declared  profes-
sinnals” under the wages and hours L,
50 that publishers can deny them
premium may for overtime work.

A rclatively new outside director,
named in November 1989, is James E.
Burke, retired chairman and  chicf
execntive officer of Johnson & Johnson,
During his tenure, the ¢thical conduct
of this international pharmaceutical
manufacturer and/or its subsidiaries has
repeatedly come under fire:

* Fooyn the FDA, which in June asked
the Justice Department o consider
criminal prosceuting the company for
promoting a drug called Retin-A for an
unapproved use (wrinkle reduction).

* From a Mushington Posi(!) scrics

showing that during five vears of

litigation in 43 sttes, the company
uscel court seoreey prucadures — poo-
tective orderss — o prevent  the
disclosure of information about an
unnecessacy prescription  painkiller,
Zomax, which figured in at least 14
deaths and #03 life-threatening
allemzic reactions.

* From Congressman Weiss's subcom-
mittee, for failing to tell the FDA and
the medical community promptly and
fully of the kidoky fuilures caused by
suprol, another unnecessitry prescrip-
tion painkiller discussed cirlicr.

¢ From a Canadian court, which found
that Johnson & Jobnson withheld
from Canadian pbyvsicians essential
wiurnings about an ord contriceptive
chat it gave w US. physicians.

s From plaintiffs in 2 lawsuit who suc-
cessfully alleged fraud in connection
with a machine that reduces or
climinates pain with clectricity.

* From 3M Company, which, also in a
civil lawsnit, demonstrated infringe-
ment of a patent.

1 believe that a record of this kind
should have disqualificd Burke frim
considecation as an outside director of
any news organizuion, and thae this
appeintment carries an undeniable lange
potential e send a highly  trogbling
signal o the saaff. particularly about
hard coverage of the drug indusery.

Sitting on a Story
For Three Months

By the end of 1988, the Post’s weckly
Health section had  published  some
tough articles about highly ¢uesticnable
conduct by pharmaceuatical  howses,
including [ohasen & Johnson, Things
changed. For about three months in
1989, for example, Healeh sat on a free-
lancer’s carcfully rescarched, impaorcant
and timely  story  on astonishingly
disproportionate  price  increases  for
prescription drugs — increases that far
outpaced inflation and that punish the
tixpavers and the elderly, sick. and
poos Finally, a Health senior editor sent
him a form rejection leter saving —
preposterously — chat the picee didn't
meet the section’s needs, Meanwhile,

the cover storics ta did meet its needs
included. perhaps oddly for a seclion
mumed tlealth, one on problems with
lethal injections in executions, Another
cover sty wis on Killer bees, For a
covery story in Aarch, Health excerpted
a five-month-old article foom anather
magdzine.

This must be siaid in fairmess: | have
no evidenct w support an inference of
(L connection hetween the appoeinoment
of Jamces Burke as an outside director
andd the softening of Health, 1t is a fact,
o, that the drug-prices picee was
rejected by three (nonhealth) periodicals
— The Atlantic and  the Sunday
nugazines of The Los Angeles Times
and The New York Timwes — boefore
heing published by The Progressive. Bui
I stand by my contention that the
appointment of someone like Burke
sends an unduesinble signal.

Former New York Times reporter
Tom Goldstein, in " The News at Any
Cost: How  Journalists  Compromise
Their Ethics to Shape the News™ Chvew
York: Simon & Schuoster, 198S), wrot:
“At The New York Times, in 1984,
Richard Gelb, ehairman of the Briswol-
Myens Company, hid been o director of
the Timwes for 1) vears, a0 fact 1ha
business reportens Tor the “Times cinnot
possibly be unaware of when they write
about his [drug] company”” Goldswin
did nor say what difference, if any, the
awareness may have made, other than
inplying — unsurprisingly — tha Gelb
had casy aceess to the ruling Bamily.
Stll, the ethical rap sheet on Bristol
Myers is sufficicntly similar 1 Johnson
& Johnsen's (hat if JTames Burke shouald
he incligible for membership on the
board of 1 news organizdion, Gelb
sbould have been, oo At the tine,
incidenully, the Time had o seeond ount-
sife director from a drug comapny,
Merck: the Post had nong,

Another Washington Post Company
outside dirveter whao is an cminence in
Corporate. America is Nicholas delb
Katzenbach. For many veans senior vice
president and general counsel of 1B3M,
he is noaw a partner in g corpocie law
firnt whosce clicens include fohoson &
Johnson and R.J. Revnolds Tohacco
Company. Another outside  direcor
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George ). Gillespie, is a long-time part-
ner in Cravath, Swaine & Moore, the
nabon's premicre corporue law firm —
and ene of the Post compumy’s L
firms,

Today we are well into 2 new et in
which the reforms [ cited at the outset
are accompanicd by depressing
ceanomic trends, Inevimbly the goeat
shrinkage in media adveruising evenugs
has wiggerned sharp cutbacks in oews
stafts and  helt-tightening  at - many
newspipers andd o all the welevision
nciworks. This is bound to cut deeply
into the will and the resources available
w ivestigate and  feport corporate
misconduct. More news people than ag
any ime in oy career fear unemploy-
mend, and with reason, se timidity iy
fairly he presumed 1o be on the rise. In
19R6G, General Electric hought RCA | the
parent company of XBC, In 1989,
officials of NBC News delewd three
senwenees critical of GE from a segment
of 4 five-part Today show serics on the
use of bogus and substandard maiterials
in American indusiry, In 1991, who
would arpue thae GE's ownership poo-
vides wn enviconment at NBC that is
conducive {0 ederprise reporiing, on,
sy, fraud in militiry procurement by GE?

The chairman of CBS, Laurehce
Tisch, heads Locws Corporadon, owner
of Lorillard. a major cigarette manufae-
turer, Loews alse owns CNA, an insur-
ance company that, perhaps ironically,
discounts premiums on life insurince
for nonsmokers. Can [ prove that the
eovicoment at CBS for enterprise
reporting o0 smoking and on abuses in
the insurance iclusiry has been adver-
sely affected by Mo Tisch? No. Do 1
belivve it's a good eoviconment for such
reposting? No. Do 1 belivve that at ne
ume has an editor or reporter backed
away, or will back away, from stories in
these arcas out of fear of the conse-
quences? No.

[ the late 970 Sieve Weinhbery, later
direcror of lovestigative Reportens &
Editors, and Peter Dreier, then assiswanl
professor of sociology at Tufts Univer-
sity, made a vear-long study of nearly
304 dinceroms of the nation™s 25 Largest
newspuper  companics and  found
“thousands of interlocks with institu-
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tions the papers cover — or fail 1o cover
— every day”” They wrote in an illumi-
nating report in 1979 in the Columbia
Journalism Heview:

The directons of these companics,
whaose dailies zecount fur mone
than halt the circolation of ali
American nowspapers, sit on the
burareds of regional, national, and
multinational  hosiness  corpora-
tions. Many ane pactoers or dinee-
tors of bhanks, insumnce com-
panics, aml corpocue Law fiems
e Owersil, the directors  are
linked with powerful business
organizations. not with  poablic
imeresy gronps;  with  manage-
ment, ot lahor, with weli-
established think tanks and
charities, not theis @rassroots
cOUNTErParts.

The directors are overwhelm-
ingly white and male, and deawn
from among the most privileged
members of society ... Most of
the vutside directorns . . . have oo
DEWHPAPLT CAPCriened.

Dirvicr and weinhery cited the exam-
ple of the Times Mircor Company,
owner of The Los Angeles Times and
Newsday {and now ‘The Baltinsone Sun.
The company “'has more than two
dozen interlocks whith Foroune 1,304
companies (the 1,000 larpest indwstrial
and 50 each of the lamgest banks,
insurcrs, fimuncial companies, atilities,
reLilers, and rInspoTEHon companics),”
they wrone.

They alse pointed out that Ford
Moatar Company — which has a perva-
sive impact on American  socicty
thruugh its products, its annual sales of
$43 billion. and its work foree of half
a miltion - shares directors with the
corporations that publish The New York
Times, The Washington Post, and The
Los Angeles Times”” For some vears two
former top officers of Ford, Robert 8.
MeNaman and Arjay Miller, sac on the
board of the Post compamy {Miller is no
loniger ther). Lot mc know i you can
find a vocal critic of the 2uto industry
— maybe ¢y industry — on the boand
of any lange media corponition,

Benjamin ¢ Bradlee, the  famed.

recentiy rerired Exceutive Editor of The
Wishingum  Post, has praised  Mrs.
Graham and her son, Donadd E. Graham,
publisher of the newspaper, 48 “pood
owner.” They are. He went on o say,
at a conference in Pregoe last year: i
define them this way: people who have
an all-consuming commitment ) excel-
lence, te faicness. o independence:
people who are heholden o no oul-
siders; .. .77 Bradlec woubkd be happy,
[ suspect, if one and all were 1o infer
that at the Post “[t]he sense of property™
does not go "trilling down the ling”
producing 'u slant and & s or pro-
corponate tilt. On the basis of long
experience, much evidenee (including
the makceup of the board of directon,
and commeon sease, such an infenence
woukd go o far

[ndeed, only @ moenth after Prague,
Bradlee himself implicitly acknowledged
that the all-consuming commitment™
had fraved. **We're less concerned with
taking risks now that we're successful
and 25 years older)” he was quoted s
saving im 4 Time article on The Post in
August 1990, He also acknowledged
that “[t]here i 4 certisn conseevatism
thar has st in” And in a June interview
with The New York Times, he “con-
ceded . .. that the Post might Dbe
somewhat less agenessive than it once
was, har he saicd he rhenmghe thar was
truc of journalism generally in the
Reagan Administration vears.” | believe
that thuse vngaging in corporite
misconduct will be prime Peneficiaries
of the fewer risks aken, of the “certain
conservatism,' of the lessened aggnes-
siveness and of what has been “true of
journatism  penerally” over the past
decade.

Ty Bradlee's heir, Leonand Downie, as
o publisher Donald Graham, “conser-
vatisio' comes casily — more easily
than to Ben Bmadlee, whe. it should be
noted, has become a director of the
Washington Post Company, As Time
stid, Downie s less willing to ke on
the powerful and needle the prewen-
ous,”’ Larpe corporations, including
those plugged indo the board of direc-
ton, are surely Cpowerful

in newsrooms, the filter-doan pro-
carpeate tilt is mone often sensed than












try inw a commercil one, would be a
great example of ccono-politico
covenge. 1o this end. reporters would
bt requirned to possess more savvy and
double vision,
Third. “manipulation’ of information
i» geding comspicuous, This is some-
times the case with even factual infor-
cmation. As the Us is a medin-driven
sacicty., government, institutions and
. businesses are wmpted 10 use the media
+ for their own purposes, and they know
how t¢ do it

“Talk-up” and “talk-down’ are
cliches in the fimincial workd, Talk-up
is the authorities” effore to mise the 175,
dollar against forcign currencics by op
ofticials” use of nan-atteibumable
stements. Talk-down means the oppo-
site, A former U8, goveenmene otficial
who has been involved in many trade
negotiations with Japan once said 1o
me: “The important pan of the negotia-
tions was how 1o agree on what should
be wld o the press in the afier-
negotiation hricfing. On one occasion,
we negotiated it for more than an hour™”
Repaorters should be careful aboue effons
o manipulatw thomn,

In my view, there are two ether " pro-
blems™ existing in American media
coverage of ¢comomic  issues. One
prohlem is sensatiooalism.

Newsweck Switch
Of Headlines Noted

The cover story of the October 9.
1989 jssue of Newsweck dealt with
sony's acquisition of Columbia Enter-
tainment. The cover showed a Japuanese
wontn dressed in kimono. posing as if
she were the Sutue of Liberty, The
headline  read: “Japan  [ovades
Hollvweod™. This headline, however,
was seen only in o the cdition of
Newsweek sold in the U8, The Pacific
cdition, which is sold in Japan, did not
wse the wond “invades.” Inswead the
headline said  “Japan Moves  Into
Hollywood.”

Of course the word “tinvades”
reminced American people of Japan
during World War [I, and generuwed
antagonistic feelings toward aggrossive
Japancse investment io the TS, A study
of Japanese and American medii
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coverapge of the trictions between the
two countrics, conducted in 1990 by
the Dentsy Institute tor Homan Stadies,
a research arm of the Japunese advertis-
ing giant, Dentsu, criticized the cover:
UNewswecks intention to sell more
copies botb in the 1.5 and Japan is all
too clear in s dual headline: the very
strong  expression tfunncling  the
American’s angee towarnd the Japancese,
and the softened  headlioe aimed
cviading a sales drop in Japan.”

Mirsuhishi Real Estate’s investment in
the Rockefeller geoup wus also described
by cthe American media as threatening
0 America’s matonomy. Some of the
meclia man pictures of kamikaze pilots,
and alluded often o Pearl Harboro A
more important point was thar the
nujority of the American storics did not
bring out the fact that the Rockefellemns
asked Mirsuhishi For financial help.

Those are just examples of sensation-
alisny in the Amcrican press, With cireu-
Iacion and advertising down, the pros-
sure generdly speaking, is  be sensa-
tional. Economic-financial coverage is
most vulnenitble o pressore from sales
angl advertising interests. Even the New
Yorker mugaZine now carries special
ddvertising pages.

In a speech at the Japan National
Press Club in Tokyo on September 28,
1989, the Amwcrican  Ambassador,
Michael Armacost, offered “gratuitous
advice’” o the Jupanese press: There
is no aichibei sensoh (the US-Japan
wilr), bul we have ecad a lot about the
grapefruit “war”, the beef and citros
“war'' and the like, Kobshob aki no jin
auumn battle arrays) or gaishi no
Jubriky (the inding of foreign capital)
are other examples of favoring military
wrminology. It can conditien a reader
to perecive more hostility in 1he rela-
tionship than s warranwed . .. T urge
vou to search for some new matiphors”

The Ambassador thus gently chided
sensationalism in the Jpanese press,
The same thing can be and should be
said to American mwdia covenge,

The other problem is linked 1o sensa-
tionalism. It is the problem of editos.
American  correspondents  in Tokyo
express strong frusccations over their

cdlitors in the 175, Here are some of their
complaints: “Editers wnd to dictate
what they cxpect from beic corre-
spondents,” T am goite often told my
picee is tee soft” “Good news is mrely
accepted. Editors alwuys like eve-catching
accoun(s”

The consequence is that reporting
from Tokyo tends 10 be biased, super-
ficiad  over-caggeraed.,  These faults
apply ospecidlly to cconemic  pows,
Anwrican media coverage from Japan
has improved in recent years and che
coreespondents generadly do well, but
one can say that they also koow what
their editoms want to hear

I undemitand theic situation because
[ had the same problem when [ wis a
Washingten correspondent for a
Japanese newspaper. However, [ helieve
that the “cducation” of cditors would
B crucial in improving coverge of
Japan by the American media.

As 1 poinwed ouc cardier, all the
weakmesses can be held true of the
Japanese media, too, but it's mouch mere
important for them w be corrected by
the American media. The American
media s more powcerful  than  the
Japanese media; they can influence aeen
Jupanese leaders more than the Japanese
media can,

There are now 344 forvign corre-
spondents in Japan: 187 of them ane
Americans (second largest is British, 73).
When | had dinner with a former pro-
ducer of the MacNeilfl.eheer NewsHour
carly this year in Tokyo, | was impress-
cd with his “confession:” 1 made 50
progeims an U S -Japan relations, mainly
trade issues, in the eight veans with the
show. 1've never been to Japan before,
never studied anyehing about Japan. My
sources for the progrns  were  just
American newspapers.”

[ hope that the American reporters,
editors and  producers recognize the
power they hold, [l






Not the least pare of Louis Lyons's
fearlessness had o do with twlevision
iseTt, This wis a newspaperman whe
bad learned to read his seript for rdio.
When the visual medium acrived, he
talked the news steight to the merciless
camera. His jacket mis-buttoned  on
vccrsion, his eyeglusses slipping and his
tongue dacting. Louis was not the surt
of newsman yvouw'd dismiss as 2
“haircut.” He did not genuflect at " pro-
duction values.”” Of all the Louis Lyons
stories, [like the one about his wwvkwand
adjusiment from casygoing news-and-
music radio to the rigidity of the TV
scheddule A floor manager was assigned
to count Louis dewn to the close of his
progoam. Louis, of course, ignored the
frantic signalling. Finally he tossed
down his script, peered over his glasses
at the floor manager, and roared. *Don't
wave your arms at me, young man. Ul
tet! you when I'm finished!™

Louis was almaost 80 and had suffered
a stroke when 1 got © WGBH but he
wiis Sl broadcasting on rdio, and still
setting standacds. 1o a typieally re note
tor mie, he warned us not to avoid “the
wretched mwism, fraud, corruption’ in
Boston politics: and not 1 beconie "Moo
much like the commerceial broadenses:
. .. itis imporant to establish a4 separa-
tion fronm them — both philosophically
and in subsunce, Not o scanp the op
news, but te find in it pegs for mean-
ing, and as pointers o discussion of
things that matter more”

[ dwell on Lowis Lyons because he
personificd my aspications, Byt what, in
fact, did our Ten (O Clock Noews accom-
plish on its own? How many of the
ginls did we reach?

N T oever ceally dazzled my own
teen-aged danghters. who in deepest
adolescence admitied they found the
show 0 horing,  duldy”” Some
uthers, with more objectivity, found the
program ponderous and me somichosw
wanting in anchor weight, Our “pro-
doction values™ kept improving over
the vears but never caught up with the
industry. We made some howling Blun-
ders — as on the famous night when the
lights went out in the studio and 1,
oblivious yvammerer kept reading the
news through the blickout, Bbecause my
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prompter light stayved on. 1t is Bir 1o say
we proped and stumbled a bit — though
[ add defensively that we stumnbled che
way real people stumbile,

W wer, inasense, the local version
of the Mackcilflehrer news idea — with
a lighter touch, 1 felt, and much beaer
Boston ratings; yet we never acquined
the sparkle and range of public radio's
exemplary All Things Considered.

Wi made some contribution in what
we left out, seurting with weather maps
anl game foouge. Key sports scores
were posted in chart form; two-day
weather forecasts were delivered with
arerse seasonal note, i the Lowis Lyons
tradition — all in 2 matter of seconds.

Our political balance tileed w the lefi,
many complained. [ theught it more
impornt that our program maintincd
two other. crer kinds of balance. The
first was the balance bBotween the two
cities symhbolized by Cambridge and
Boston:  the intellectual capital and
“fronw! lobe of the vnivemse,”” on oo
shorme of the Charles River, and  the
ethnic wwn and political capial, on the
ather. It had often seemed o me ehat
the Boston Globe tour dominant news.
mper. between the Now York Times
and the tabloid Boston Herald) lives
somewhat uncomfortahly in both of its
local worlds. The Glohe has wnded o
g its forclock befone the brainy *Cam-
bridge” audience and to tlk down to
the benighted V' Boston™ neighbors, One
of our main missions, [ felt (as an Irish-
American Boston native who'd gone to
Yale), was 10 cover Both sides of our
river with a level gaze, to give and get
the same respect in Harvand Squaree and
the Saate House. Latill feel we were the
only news institution in Boston that
approached that tampet.

The second clusive bualance we strove
for was between politics and the arts,
hetween civies and aesthetics, or, shall
we sy, Botween news of power e
news of the spirit. Looking back at the
Fen (P Clock News, nothing pletses me
more thaut the recond that  pocts,
preachers, novelists, pianists, painters
and compostrs were part of the rotation
with professoms and politicians among
our live guest commentatoes. (Our poets?
On the night Robert Lowelt died, Robent

Fitzgerald memorialized him on our
progeam. Scamus Heancy and Derek
walcot examined Robert Penn Wirren's
sclection as Poct  Lanceate. Galway
Kinncll addreessed the Pemsian Gulf War
David McCord, Donald Hall, Cecslaw
Milosz, Felicia Lamport and Ocavio Paz
cach rad from their own work, and
ey times 4 Seamus Heaney reading
hailed ns ont ¢n 2 thin news night.

Ve were wen vears ahead of The New
Yorker with our Yo-Yo Ma profile
Russell Sherman, successor 1o Glenn
Gould as provocative pianist and
conversiacionalist, played Becthowven's
Termpest sonag on our news. Yehudi
Menuhin advoecated  universal music
cducation. On Johann Schastian Bach's
30nh birchday, pianist Makoto Ozone
demonsirated Bach's importance among
jazz kevbouard players. Marie  Vargas
Llosa, once, and Carlos Fueotes, many
times, engaged us on Latin American
literazure aed lite, John [Tpdike gave us
a glorionsly long, laughing interview on
the night Jast spring he word his second
Pulitzer for “'Rabbit At Rest” — big
news, wits it not, though no other TV
s thought so.

Over the yeas we were the only
broadeast news outfit in town that ever
hinted that words und opinions were a
big Boston industry.

Night aftcr night, of course, the saaple
of the Ten O'Clock News was o
poetey bat politics. Giscard d"Lstaing,
Gawscha Buthelezi, and George Bush
dropped in. Anthony Lewis of the New
York Times was an almost regoiar
visitor; as was Richand Raincs of the
Boston Phoenix, and the lae Geoffrey
Godsell of tbe Christinn Science
Momitor.

1 hepe Tam not che only interviewer
whose fiavoriie moments were more the
questions than the answers. 1 told John
silber in the 1990 governor's race that
he and cipper Chuck 1 of Public Eoemy
had jointly discovered the entertaimment
vilue of social unger. “'Did you ever
think of yourself as a mp group? ™ 1 ask-
¢d. The question was an act of
desperavion,” Silber replicd, %'hy didn't
1 compare him w Harey Truman?

I oasked Senator Edwand Kennedy,
carly in the intifada, why the Palesti-






the rumble fromt 3l Auburn
sproead for miles around and rock
vour shortsighted hoa,

[t was an unexpocied blessing, from
a wonan ['d never met, o be called
Louis™s successor, an alternative vodce
of reison and passion.” [t 2lso suggested
o me that Leais would have struggled
against our canceliation, and thae we
must read our nuevetous il not just
as benediction hat as 3 call to 2 certin
kind ot batle,

I fact we had never known the audi-
ence was there. not anyvway with the
numbers andd articulake outrage that
made 4 real fighs 10 save us. Amoeng
other things, we got a lesson aboot
leter-writing power in this supposcdly
iliteeate age. This, for ceample, from
RY¥. of Boston. o the chaicman of the
WHBH hoand:

Like: a thief in the nighe . . . like
the plunderers of the California
groves, vou {cll the wllest red-
wooi in 1he night and face us
with your chainsaw armgince, No
discussion, do the deed. axe com-
pleiely public comment, trust not
the prople. What an appalling
travesty of all rhat WGBH has
stood for. Revulsion and disgusc
with this destructive, surcepticious
and deceitful netion, Reconsider.

H.E. of Drookline said the Ten

O'Clock News had scemed 1w her,

—

to transpose the hest of the #9ih
Century New England sensibility
to the Jdemands of this nxoment:

mocilly earnest, guirky, count-
geous, clearsighted, hopeful,
goofey, encrgetic and  beaoty
loving,

Y.L from Martha's Yievard wrote,

W huve watched it stomble, pick
itscdf up, grow stronger, bolder. e
15 wnfailingly  interesting  and
hevond that has an integrity that
i rare in muost network shows,

WGEH contnbutors were furious that
the stuwion had pitched for pledges all
threuph the month of March, and only
with that money in band announced
the cancellacion of the news. e e not

a0 Niemano Reports

in it for the wie bags,” wrote A M. from
Boston University. People wromwe, Vwe
don’t think of It as ‘our’ swtion
anymeor.”

The newspapers by this paint were
making us a cause — especially the Jdaily
Celobe and fhe weekly Phoenix, but iulse
the Boston University Free Press and the
farmwvay Eos Angeles Times. Actually the
Globe's TV columnist. Ed Siegal, kissed
us Off — w'il always been low-tech and
solemn for his mste: but the Globe's
political  colunmists  rallied zlf the
strompern,. — comfirming that the ‘len
O Clock News had alwavs bad it
citizenship in the land and the scnsi-
hilitv of the cditorial op-cd pages, oot
in Th-land.

“If The Ten O'Clock News goes” the
Globe commented in ity dead editorial
on April 26, "WGBH will have lagely
cut its anchor line wr Bosten L, With-
out local progrimming, WGBH might as
will he a windowless production mill
at the end of an BOD line in, say, Ao
or Salt Lake City”

Yeu, we were 50 enchomeed wich the
nuail 2ned the clippings that we mistoek
the sound and fury for our salvation.
WD, as it turned out, wils not o e
maved. As 50 of Sudbury wrote we the
president of the siion:

Auden, thiaking  of  Yeats,
despaired that poctry made
nothing happen.  Apparencly

WGHBH agrees, ignoring so many
clogquent  pleas from Greater
Boswonians w continue this fine
PRI,

The form letter from station managers
pramised insmead a stadio alk show on
local pubslic affairs, admiticdly a moncy-
suver without reporiers of cameras in
the field.

W werr accustemed o mking o
break at the end of cvery My for 10
davs of WGBS fund-niising anction.
This vear om May 3 we buried the
News for good. There was sarmething of
Life nugazine about the last show.
Reporter David DBoeri, oar sleuth,
umeiled the Store 24 TV spot oo ho
1o he aired heciaose it mentioned ¢on-
derms. Meg Vaillanconn did an avtumnal
interview with che most voluble pol of

our time. former mayvoer Kevin White,
Joha Hashimoto revised the Dig Bang
theory of creation, Hope Kelly, whaose
speetty was the Wy and the Poignant,
covered the Charlestown High School
prom. Marcus Jones put 2 shimmer of
show husiness on a scrapbook history
of The Ten O'CLock News, The weatber
line friom Betsy Mever noted that ooes
wius not the only notible death oo the
dare, SO0 veans carlier on May 30 Joan
of Are had heen burned i the stake, Co-
anchor Carmen Ficlds celebrned no
just the “differem drammer’ but our
daring “to strot o that different beat”
I tricd o thank the letter writers who
“knew what we were doing and how
we linvesd doeing it. Nebody's given up
hope that we will find a way 1o Jdo it
again.’”

[ kept wondering what would Louwis
Lyons have sax!. And then 1 stumbled
on ong of his old commentarics thie
seemed a perfect parhle, He was com-
menting 20-some yeirs ago on the hand
fate of native lcttuce and the ruck
pakners whod grown it around
Boston all his life.

It is worth 2 market camigraign in
the ingeeest of the consumer. o
give him a chance o huy open-
hcad green salad lettuce, Much of
the year it is almost impoessible to
come by, The markets prefer the
hig cabbage-like solid swhite-
centered heads of iceberg, for twe
reasons. They can buy it by the
cirlead  from Calitorniz, And it
holds up in the store, ne mater
how long it kes w sedl it Tt has,
in shoere, all the market virtues of
the Blowsnd 17 strawberry. a scipie
narkel prodogt, which has the
durble and other gualitics of a
wooden outmeg. For oz salad-
conscious population, it is nuthing
short of commercial crime thie
the only lettuce [it for a tossed
salad is pracrically squeczed out of
the market,

As we struggle to teinvent a Boston
news redivon, let it inspire us and let
it consoele Louwis o note that the
resourceful shopper can still find Boston
lewaee in the nurkets. 0



Africa And Central Europe

The Media and Strengthening Democratic Institutions

Bill Kovach

or the past decade the revolution
in communicaticns brought about
by the wchnotogy of the com-
puter and the comnmunications satellite
have fundamenaily changed the rela-
tionship berween people and their
governments. In country after country
the flow of unrestricted information and
competing ideas which the communica-
tions rovolution has et loose in the
world heralds the doom of centmlized
diceatorial govenuments and highlighted
in country afier coundry the crucind mole
of a vigorous and independent prusa,
Much time and attention has been
paid tw the role of the press in such
times of change. What has been less
studicd and is Jess understood s the mle
of the press in the aftermath of these
changes, its rode as a cawlyst in building
a body of knowledge and information
wpon which i peopk: can come together
and express their interest in their own
governance. That's the role on the
agendda,

Frank Ferrari

Fnllowing last vears’ meeting the
institute had 2 pumber of mectings with
Congress, with the private sector and

aid agencies on the economies of

Southern Africa and expansion of tmin-
ing opportunitics in Africa and @ major
African-American conference in Cairo
which took place immediately before
the beginning of the Persian Gulf War
Throughout these discussions and
mectings and fnllowing the changes in
Eastern Furope and the Soviet Union
one recurrent therne was What will
happen o Africa’s inleresg?”

in 4 report recently publishod by the
Chicago Coundil on Foreign Relaticos
on American public opinion and foreign
policy, apart from the high interest

ratings 1 Lurope and the Soviet Union,
only South Africa and Nigoria appoar on
the list of countrics of interest 1 both
the public and leaders, Within that
listing, it is significant that only two
African leadens have a high visibility

riting. They are Nelson Mandeln amnd
FNC de Kierk in that ender So pereep-
tion of issucs impacts on the relaion-
ships that take place outside with regaed
10 thie pruss and 1o the establishment of
democrilic insttutions,

Keynote Address

James Hoagland

I"'m going o make 2 Washington Post
presentation tonight, Those of you who
know the Post as the work?'s greatest
unedited newspaper will undersond
what [ mean, You can find a page-one
story anywhere in our newspaper. [e's
going te be a very free-fowing, infor-
mal and uncedited kind of preseneatien,
That approach is helped by the subject
assigned me — o draw semwe comyriri-
sois and perhaps make some conirasts
hesween Ceneed BEurope iad Africa, the
process for democracy, the search for
democracy, and the media's cole in chas
in hoth arcas,

It's imporant tw look back on our
own persenil cxpericnees and to try 1o
develop some principles out of that
perhaps. 1 am fortunate  have worked
for one newspaper for the last 25 years
aiwd o happen o have come o The
Washingron Post at the time when it
hecame o mational newspaper and bogrin
to B great newspaper. Bofore that it
tid heen primarily a local newspaper
and thanks t a pact that was struck
berween Katharine Graham,  the
publisher of the newspaper, and Ben
Bradlee whom she hired as the execo-
tive editor with 3 conmmitnicnt on hoth
their parts o producing an excellent
newspaper. 1is thanks o tha s Tlee
Washington Post hus become a nuews-
paper that [ chink is respected in many

parts of the world, in both Africa and
Central Europe it is important o look
at ownership paticrns because | think
thae one of the lessons of Americm
jourmalism is that as reporter ane only
as good as their last story, newspapess
are really onldy as pood as their editons
and publishes and owners nake them.
There are i number of us who have
wuarked for excellent newspapers and
who have seen chat priciple inaction.
There are ar least a few of oy who have
worked on newspapens without excel-
lent owners and wha have put their
narcow cominercial intereses befone the
hcalth of journalism, the health of their
community. and. indecd, the healih of
their nesespapens in the long ran and
have suffered for it

The sixth annad conjercice on the
treddics fi Africa co-sfronsored by
the Nigwian Fonpdetion of Har
vetred niversity aned the African-
American (nstituie was beld Apvil
JO - My 109 ar the Havierd
Faenlty Cluh in Cambridee.
Meissarcrsetls. Those excerfits frown
the tresniscript woere prepeared by tbe
Niemern Fonndation,
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As jourmalists, all of us can, and par-
ticularly those of you in a capidly chang-
ing sitwation in a process of democr-
tration. can look to your solf inenst
i (rying to influence the ownership
sitztion in your couneries. What are the
laws? How do you lobby? How do you
particularly  establish and  maintin
standinds of excellence that will make
it ditficult for any owner ¢ change the
kind of pact that they do make and
should muke or a0y new owners o
dilute what you as jouenalists have dene.
It meally is something that you can
daccomplish and can hold te very high
standards,

The second peint 1 wanted o try (o
make and perhaps to get you to develop
alittle bit with me concerns of course
the natore of the marker and how both
in Ceneral Curope and in Africa one of
the big ¢hanges that is going on is 4
move to 2 foeer cconomic sysiem and
4 move o a mirket system. When 1 was
in Moscow a few months ago [ was
fascinated to cdiscover that ceally the
only functioning market today in the
Sovict Union is the media, The nows-
papers there have carved out nuarkets of
their own., They have their own
sohscribers and  this became  very
apparent when they began o abandon
Gorbachev, The people who had been
madc real editom and gotten control of
the newspapers, gotten their own
budgets through glasnost, found that
their readers were forving them to
choose hetween Gorbachey and
themselves. [t was fascinating to see that
they staye] with their marker and began
to very vehemently criticize Gorbachey
and 10 accose him of having abandoned
the democntic ways thar he  hagd
aclopred.

We live in an era where increasingly
people feel that governments are out of
their depth. Increasingly the media has
4 much more impor@ant role to play and
not a less important role wo play. That
puts 2 heavy responsibility on us all and
particularly on those who are involved
in creating new rules, in creating new
fornts and that’s whae all of you here
are Joing, dincetly or indieetly.

When [first went to Africa, then: was
something in the air then of the same
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kind of feeling vou feel in Centrl
Europe today. That is o sense of the
withdmawal of a forcign control. With
the netreating, departing foreign rule
went supposedly many of the viees,

Much of the tyranny we now have in
Centrl Burope, although it's beginning
to fade T was in Berlin last week and
vou begin o see the cuphoria leaving
and the depression heginning te set il
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[n Africa the forcigners have been gone
tor a long tinme. The politcal systems
and their many fales have caleitied and
are 1o longer associated wich the simple
act of getting a forcigner to leave,
Therefore, in many ways, perhaps. tor
Africa the transition and the changes
will bt more difficult in the short run.
But what has happencd in Central
Europe can be a emendous example,
a teemendous inspiration pechaps, for
the rest of the world and ceriinly for
Africa.

Let me throw out oae final topic, the
way in which the changes in Ceneral
Europe will affect the perception of the
st of the world and the United Scates
and particularly among government
officials, the Congressman, the aid
officiuls, who provide forvign aid 1o
Africa and o other parts of the world.
My sense now is that we are moving
into an ¢ra when conditionality will be
made political as well as cconomic, In
the coming years vou will see all
American, and perhaps much Buropean,
forcign aid ticd to democracy, T would
aggue that the pross should support that.
The prress should be at the forefront of
trying to shape a sensitivity w the fact
that United States, Wostern Boropesin
countries. huve seen  the kind  of
dramatic chanpge occur in Cenrral
Europe. They are secing  dmumatic
change although it's still not enough in
South Africa. The are indeed seeing
change in many African countries
where dislogue has begun, elections
bave produced poaceful change and
there i3 no Jonger going 10 be 4
reticence w0 demand  that progress
towird democrey be a congition for
reeeiving tarcign aid and perhaps we
will get to the happy day when foreign
investment will also be linked in some
vingeniil way to that,

BARBARA ROS§ — (ould you
explain a lictle bit on the conditionality
stufl? Secondly, could vou address the
issue of at what point these papers
shouldn't follow what their eaders

ant? [ think that it's interesting 1o hear
vou tilk about the press in the Soviet
'nion succecding because in some
instances they're giving up on
Gorbachev and 've heard  Vidimir

Vessenski all yeur saying they'ce only
doing this w sell newspapers. It's
autrageous and iUs the same Kind of
stuff 1 hear in New York saying we're
only writing sex and gossip to sell
DCWSRLPCTS.

A — On conditionality, what UCm talk-
ing aboul is simply that in the past the
IMF. the World Bank, USAID have set
certiin ¢conomic conditions for giving
aid. You have 0 have budgpet subsidics
of a ceriin perceniage, you can't print
to much money. But they've always
shied away from or ae least chey say they
shy away from (with oxceptions), con-
ditioning, that is, oot granting zid or
granting waid as a cesolt of political
change, That attitude will be a thing of
the st very soon. Because, fimit of all,
the bipolar system. the Cold War, the
cnd of the Cold War, the arrival of cthe
twilight of the Cold War, whichever way
vou want to look at it, means that we
in the United States and many govern-
ments in Wesern Europe no longer have
o compete with the Soviet Union and
no longer have to have cliemt states.
Theee will have 1 he o new set of
criteria toe giving aid and | think the
only wity o get public support for
forcign aid is to make it an instrument
of hringing democrcy. The alternative
is complew abolition of forcign aid by
the United Seates zod 1 think that we'ne
oot fir from that.

The second topic is 4 lot moese fon of
course. Kitty  Kelley, Nancy  sinatr,
Nuncy Reagan, Frank Sinatra —
whoops, who knows? My reaction o
the newspapers in Moscow sclling news-
papers by critizing Gcorbachev is terrific,
That's great progress, 1 oan undenstingd
that Gorbachey might not feel the same
way and obviously doesn’'t. What is sen-
sationalism, what is aews? W could
spend the whole conference on that.
When the New York Times publishes it
is it news and not sensationalism? When
the mbloids, vice vema? The argumoent
in terms of toreign news is often framed
as if they didn't publish the story about
the Kennedy mpe case, they would
publish an analysis of politics in Togo
instead. | don’t think they wouold. L
don't think those stories drive out good
hard news. Those stories I think when

handled properly — and they ane not
always bandled properly — bring
ceaders into the paper that we might ney
have hud otherwise and do no basic
hiarm.

ROSS — Cuan 1 ask a follow-up? [
wusn't 50 much wmlking abour the Kitty
Kelley pan of it At what point do these
torvign papees lcarn from our mistakes
in going too far? A what peing do they,
in doing what they are supposed e do,
protect their own colture and not
become dominaed by a Wesern calture
that bas its different attention span il
a different set of intecests?

A — I'm pot as worricd about that
as vou are, One of che things we'ne
goINg W s as we get into this vear of
increased inerdependence cun amuck is
that newspapen in particular are going
10 be the guardians of local inteeest ud
of local penonglity and indeed T would
sav even of mational character and they
are going o play a more important role
in those termis. As horders become more
supple amd as we ger movenent in
Europue certainly to eegionalization as an
answer o the many problems — thal is
the kind of groupings of the Dunube
states (o try 1o resolve the problems te
are brought about hy the end of the
Cold War or the process in generl —
nationl newsppens e poing o he
extremely important in keeping mational
character, T won't say alive, but very
healthy as well, 8o 1 think that it vouo
take the Nigerian newspapem. unless
they have changed a ot in recent years,
will give The Daily Nows, The New
York ost a good cun Tor their money
on covering local storics of interest in
a very colocful way in a very Nigerin
wily at the same time,

THOMAS WINSHIPF — How long s
it going o ke for the narketplace in
Central Lurope to0 become strong
cnough 10 produce  advertising, to
support independent neswspapers?
How's that for @ publishers' question?

A — [U's a pood guestion, 1 vou
depend on state capital or toreign capinl
wr cstablish newspapers that will have
the kind of resources that will make
them viable? Many prople would say
ncither and both of those answers are
terrible. Given the choice between the
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twer Bowould say that forgign investment
is prohably preterable to st control in
Centrl Burope and it would hedp broak
the pattern. One of the preat dangees |
think. particularly in browdeasting even
more than in newspapees, is that vven
though the old governments will be
gone the ceniml mdio staziion, the
national radio tmansmiteer, will continue
t be wsed in the same way chat i was,
with simply diffcrent politicd piram-
viers put onic. 1 think anything that can
he dune o break up thae kind of patieen
is good, incuding allowing torcign
irvestment and that’s why 1 think #'s
VLY iIMPOCtant il newspapers, jour-
nalists be very awure of and e very
invohved in the shuping of the Lews that
conver investnent snd cover the econo-
mic¢ comtours of the new situation. How
long will it be? Ah, from whae I've seen,
yvou probably koow 1 think the gues-
tioner knows more than questiones: at
this point, but if vou {ook at Hungary,
I think there's o good chunce there that
witlin five yeans chey naay have a sioea-
tion where you'll have some profit-
miking newspapers that will then be
able o rehwvest. ['mo kess optimistic
about Crecholsovakia for a variety of
reasaons amnd we have Daniel Passent
who could el us ubour Poland,
purbaps? What would be your guess?

DANIEL PASSENT — In Paland.
there are some communications thar ane
already making profits. There are some
communications  that are  extremely
prelitable as this inclodes new pubici-
tions like Solidarity, and this also
some  old, liheral Berlin-
published publications. At the same time
waryy papers have lasted only 2 fow
months, But most of the press which
has not been privatized has beea bought
by cither foreign capial, predominands
Freneh, or local companies,

¢ — Whar kind of democrgi
reforms are you slking about? Wit
particulay brand of democrcy do you
wint them to practice? The American
form of democracy? Sceondly. there is
an cthical question involved, IE vou bave
4 problem with Saddam or even in Iran
and the people are suffering and aid
should g0 o these places, are vou going
te withheld the aid because Saddam
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Hussein is not behaving? Those are the
things that bother me.

FHOAGLAND — Two very good
points. Let me deal with the second one
firt, the question was, Jdo you condi-
Eio sid o strving people in countrics
like [rag, or Ethiopie or [n or Secdan
on political retorm? That would largely
be: humaniiarizo aid and that's nog the
kind of aid that 1 was @iking about. )
wis tulking about official development
aid which s usualty project or budger
arl. [ think bumanitzrian axd will con-
tinue in its present form and would nog
be affecred by what | said. The fiest
guestion was whar kind of sandards,
what kind of criteria could be o ser?
VWould they he cither wo vipue or
unclear or contradictory? The G-2-t, [
think has done [ think a pretty good joh
of cstablishing potitical criterin for rhe
Ceniral Eurepean countries, 1 think
that's a good cnough start

DANNY SCHECIHTER — in the gulf
war what wehve seen was moest Ameri-
cans rely for their information on televi-
sion medin. Surveys were done i the
University of Massachusetts plumbing
the hasis of peoplcs opinioms. The
study concluded that the more peaple
witched television, the less they koow
ahout what was going on, and the less
informed, they actually were. 1 think
there's a bias or mavbe an unexamined
bias, in your remarks that somehow
cquate the whole free market with the
froe press, and ignores the concentration
of media power. which is an increasing,
process thae's underway: the trend
wrward tabloid journalism on welevision,
that is getiing more and more dollars
thrown at it, whereus nujor oetworks,
inclucing their bureaws in places like
South Africa, are sculing back. Many
juurnalists now who work for the
moedin, Bemard shaw, Richarnd Threlkeld
and others, went on panels afer the
war. saving, we were suckered, the
Aamerican people never peally Knew
what was going on. We allowed our-
selves o get into the cnaed sicuation, and
wi're locked into i, and in fact, self-
censorvd our own reports, and never
got access o the whole story, and 1
think when this full story comes oug, its
going 1o he u black ¢ve for Amwrican

television journalism,

Public welevision, what thees is of i,
had mone divensity of perspective than
conmercisd broadeasting —  fewer
penerils  piving  all  the background
commensary e the like.

YWhen they sit in South Africa and
watch CNN coming out of Atlanw, and
they see the coverage, they begin to say,
is this the model that we wune? That's
where, 1 othink, conditionality, tyving
American  aid  inevitably with an
Anmcrican model of what's right and
wrong, this a very dangerous, and very
insidious. And actually is antithetical o
notgions of 4 free press, where people
have the freedom 1o define what their
mcdia should be, %0 I'nr worried about
this, ahthough [ appreciate che sentiment
and the impulse behind i

HOAGLANID — Your remarsks on
television correct the absence in mine
and [ was hoping that somchods wouold
do that, since | doa't particularly know
2 1ot ahowu television. T wus concen-
trating On newspapars,

Q — I'm looking @t it from the
pemspective of relizhility, Let's wke the
American  State Depariment.  for
instance. I happen w have ron ingo
serious problems over the years with
American [diplomats] in my country.
because at one point T criticized
Aamerican foreign policy with regand to
imermational wrrorism, with just the
comment of: wha is the werrorist and
who is not? § was speaking in the case
of Reagan and Quudedafi, side hy side.
el there are the same Americans, the
champions of human righis. Now whan
is that twlk bhere about linking this
democrtic process? 1 really am skeptical
about bow one could really count an
these same people with this kind of
intetlipence when it comes t American
Jdiplomats.

A — 'm not here o defend American
diplomats, they can do that oo their
own, particularly  since  American
diplomats almost got somcebaody from
the Yoice of America fined for being
every so slighely critical of Me Saddam
Hussein before August the 2nd, which
I think ranks as one of the mose stapid
acts of diplomacy in the history of the
world. 5o it's not sucprising 10 me that



they might have gone o vour govern-
ment, hut in cssence, | men it is sl
your government that makes the deci-
sion whether you would be fired or not.
I don't koow what the kind of prvssure
that would hiave been brought. But,
again. [ think the G24 model widh Cen-
mal Furope offers 2 model. Make it
multilateral, much more thasn it is woday
that would provide protection, { think,
from the Amgerican ambassador in
Cameruan fecling it is his duty w g
you fired because of criticism of Ronald
Reagan.

Q — You mmentioned the role that
jourpalists can play in ownership issucs,
in Africa and Central Europe. 1 have a
very hard time secing how yon can
conceive any mole that the individual
<an play.

A — Wl 1 think helping estblish a
newspaper or a television network’s
meputation for inwgrity is pan of it.
stinply by — | mcin you've got w0 he
hlessed with a good owner to begin
with, that's pan of the prohiem. How
do you shape the envimonmoent? Political
partics ame inenested for their own
reasons, surely, but you can play some
role in having them become interested
in shiping the owneeship covironment,

Building

Sometimes you say in Poland it is my
sk now o 1alk and you'ne to Jisten and
ket me know if you are finishaed fimt,

[ thought a fow words about the press
in Communist Peland wounld be proper
here beeause |assume that some of you
may have an oversimplificd pictore of
what the press and media under Com-
munists were about. The press under
the Commanists was not the primitive
Sovict-style of propaganda, at keast in
the case of Poland. Potand is 2 country
with @ large intelligentsia where Com-
munist propagandi could not have been
done in such @ simple and rede way as
it has heen done in the Soviet Union.
The Polish people bad always close ties
with Western Furape, with the Unired

and pretending this as a public issuc,
making sure thart there is a general
puhtic awarcness of this as an issue,
rather than accepting it as part of the
landscape, rther than wking the atti-
tude that there’s nothing you can do.

Q) — Can you give me an ¢xample in
North America?

A — The examples I tried t use per-
1in to The Washingeon Post; there the
cditor of the newspaper was given an
apportunity hy the owner to establish
a standard of excellence that has been
mainmined; and it would be very diffi-
cult for a new owner wday 10 change
that sndand without paviog a4 very
high price. You've pot 1o set (uut price
faich high. [ think, for them, or for the
owners o nake changes o that repul-
tion. You've got to begin o esiablish
that reputation as 2 we:pon, as an
instrument.

Q — 1 wonder in, say, Zdire, trying
i keep a fledgling newspaper alive in
the faoe of governmeni intimidation,
whether there is @ chanael thae fu jour-
nudist] could meach 10 some organization
in the United States that's interested in
press frecdom, never mind anvihing
clse, but just press foeedom. thaa could
ring a bell, Can we do nuere of that kind

Daniel Passent

sttes, and had alibweral tadition. 80 the
Commuists sought to have 100 per
cent government-and-pacty-controdled
medin and 1o keep the people brain-
wished, solated from the mese of the
world 2nd from thoughs, facls and
ideas which the authorities would con-
sicler subversive, This effort noever suc-
ceeded, although thene was strong cen-
sorship, althongh  there was a full
monopoly of mdie and wlevision, and
althoeugh abows H) g 91 per cem of the
printed media was siage owned and con-
trolled by the party  directly or
indircctly.

Still, the Polish people wene guite well
informed about what was gedng on
abroad. A certain level of discussion

of thing at this ¢nd?

A — well, I think we cerminly
should.

WINSHIF — We esublished the
Center for Forvign Journalists, which is
dedicated o exactly  that purpose,
Riving, encouraging, advising, how o,
how 1o miake the good fight. It's hard
work, and it’s long, slow work, only
you people know, damn slow,

HOAGLAND — Tom, is ANPA doing
very maxch about this?

WINSHIP — Very damn little, The
editoss are much beiter than the
publishers. They peally arg,

HOAGLAND — I mwian 1 think we
should 2l perhaps keep in the buack of
aur minds, or perhaps move it w the
front of our minds that the American
Nuwspaper Publishers Association —

WINSHIP — They've got all kinds of
money o help.

HOAGLAND — . ., could deoa log
more than they'e doing,

WINSHIP — Thoy really could,

SCHECHTER — I would like 10 see
miore ¢ffort made within professions —
some of these corporuions. giant nedia
conglomerates, o devoic
resources ) this kind of work.

SONMIC

Democratic Institutions

took place. Between the tines some
things could be written and published.

Thus 1 would say that Irom the pro-
fessional poing of view, ethical point of
view. the loved of juurmlists cven under
Communists was quite high in Poland
and  some  ourstanding  newspapoer
women and new paper men grew up in
Polancdl. Many of them still work o
in the Solidarity Press in the post-
Communist ert Those most adhering
1 the Communist line, prople who
were party functionaries and Knownoas
propagandists  who  would  conduct
verification  of nowspapermen, vy
heers droppred. Nevertheless the major-
ity of newspapernwen who worked
under the Commumnist systen still do
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work, many of them with clear cons-
cicnees, 1 would even say, for solidaricy
ur the free press nosw,

Sceondly, the professional  ethical
statudiard of journclists in Pold was
relatively high. As you know, politics
and media are always ahout the control
of the mind, conteol of the ownemhip,
ol censonihip, and chis fight wok place
uncder the Communist system oo, So,
whenover thene were periods of more
liberal censorship, more liberd politicai
{positions] the press would immediately
Iy to grsp the opportunity and inde-
poenclently thinking newspapers would
appear — not oecessarily new titles bute
existing titles would suddenly hecome
lively, independent, attractive
prublications.

For instance in 1950 when there was
an attempt of [liberalization] of Poland
uncder Secrerary of the Communist Party
Gomulka, suddenly an obscure student
newspaper cilled Froposta became very
witractive in criticism of Sealinists and
critivistm of Communists 1o the depnee
that after two years #t had o he closed
by the anthoritics. Some people who
ostablished their nanies therm as students
Played significant roks in the newspaper
business and journalises for the next 25
ar more years and are still active now.

Afer the emergency of Solidkrity and
in the late 70 when political opposi-
tion started o emerge in Poland., sonw
people began e publish underground.
This was a ieftist but ant-Communist
opposition which wis the source of
Solidarity and it was quite successtul in
publishing an undenzround newspaper
cill Robomic, ""The Worker ™ (dher Jess
preminent, undergreund bulledins were
published on copy machines. type-
written. or handwritten. They swoukd
ciarry peneral infornuwion about the
catsttophica sitvation of the country
in terms of ceonomics, health, coology,
Plus they  would  list ail oarreests,
disappeamnces,

When Solikirity emenged in the
summer of 1980, when | owas just
returning frem nny Niemuan vear here,
onc of the 21 dennuds posed by
solidarity was  thar ¢onsowhip be
aholished and a free press established.

Now we have o completely ditferent

b Nieman Hepores

situztion. We are closer to the end of the
huge process of privatizition of the
mudia. The Solidarity govermmant is
setling existing newspapens gt auctions,
but not alwavs w the highest bidder
Somwetimes w the bidder who nepresenes
more a political following or who gives
beteer guanintees that he will continue
i given paper on a, let vs say, higher
professional, or  political, or ethical
level. This immediatcly  opens  the
possibilitics for a new fight among new
political forces, With the Communists
practically gone {they have one or two
publications that emain, one of them
actually very successful) the new fight
is umong, virious political groups within
Sotidarity and, outside ot solidarity, 1o
the right. Christinn Democratic national-
ists, 1 am sure you know (his big deep
division within Solidaricy. They, of
course, both accuse cach other of enjoyv-
ing monepoly of the medin, As long as
they aceuse cach other T ehink the sitaa-
tienn is healthy and it proves that there
is no monopoly and 1 wish they would
continue these accusations because w:
some degree both sides are right, Like
any  true polticians they  aim at
moenepoly.

New problems ememged, T wAll men-
tion onh two, One is the financial sur-
vivil of the press and the threat of
forcign domination. Some  citles
cstablished  under the Communist
regime have been very successful and
now private biddem and Solidarity bid-
ders want these titles because they
represcnt @ huge value, 1t's a buge assct,
much better than 1o s a comypletely
nuow publication. Se che bigges: buyens
Wwore  omaniztions  connectl  with
Solidarity, which have been awarded
surme titles due to political connections,
let's say. and torcign corpentions. In
Poland the nuniber one forgcign press
capicil is France: then come the Max-
wells the Mundochs and othens of
whom you are all w00 Gumiliar

The second threat s chat huge
domination by right-wing Catholic
thinking. The Polish political stream is
now meoving fust owards o conservative
natiomilist Christizm Democriie Potand.
The Polish Episcopaie Catholic (vou
know Poland is 9O por cont Catholic)

has asked that the clavse on the separ
tion of church and stiee be dropped
front the Constitution. Most probably o
lamze part of the press will support it for
political and religious reasons. This s
the cormene situation in Potand.

Kabral
Blay-Amihere

Let ;e begin my remarks by telling
you aboul one of many sad truths the
MNicman vear has vividly confemced for
me — thut the press all over the waorld.
whether i claims it can sevk refuge in
Fimt Amendments or other constitu-
tional guarantees, is held in one way or
other in some form of captivity. The
ciaptivity can vither be through the
influence of advertisers, inernational
finance  capital, cultoral  prejudices,
pracism. deug cartels or, in the case of
my continent, through sheer display of
power through the long hand of cor-
rupt and authorivrian reginies. What [
constder the paradox of our times s the
recognition of the central role the cap-
tive press will have w play facilicizing
development in Africa.

somehow, even the very governments
which oppress the press and people
eovisage a mele for the press in the
developmenta) process. Whoere 1 come
from the government hyprocritically
spends Hots of money each year organiz-
ing semitaes which aim at making the
pross an insttument of development,
Meanwhile, the seme government passes
decrees which make it impossible for
the press o be what it should be Tt ds
the prsverbial case of the mouse Causing
the wound and gently licking it in onder
oy comtine inBicting greawr injury.

1 was born at 1he height of the strug-
gle fior independence fom colonial rule
in v countey. A year after my bicth, in
1351, 3 prio-patiomilist goveonment,
headed by the American-educated
Ewime Nkrumab, was elected  into
sharcd power with the British. Ghana
hecame fullv independent in 1957, In
those dias, freedom wis guite a populac
word that echoced all over  Africa.
Africans retuening  from the Sceond



World War with the promise of 2 new
world order bused on freedom, ook the
colonizers at their word and plunged in-
to a hattle for cheir lives, for cheir very
dignity as part of God's creation, Ewas
lucky to grow upr in a free Ghana bat
it did not 1ake long for feeedom to
hecome an illusion in the new Ghana,
in the new Africa.

It is significant to note that the whole
struggle for treedom from colonial rule
was langely facilivned by the indigenous
independent press. and it is 1o accident
of history that most of the leaders of
post-independent Africa had themsclves
cither been publishers or journalists, But
their passion for freedom ended as soon
as they sat in the seat of power.

Thirty years after many African coun-
trics sccured their independence from
colonial rule, it looks like freedom, once
the most popular slogan, has been forced
into exile, by the oew leaders. African
freedom, looking wt the last three
decades, did ni reckon with personal
liberties, [t was cnough to kick out the
whites. What happened o the indig-
cnous people did oot macter, which
explains why many African dictators
can, with po sense of guilt. demand
one-man-one-vote mijority  rule for
South Africa and deny their people the
same right.

After our recent experiences with the
Persian Gulf crisis we can apree with the
saying that the st casualty of war is
the touth. Ghana has fortunatety noet bl
any wars but we have seen a lot of
political upheavals and s0 we say in
Crhana that che fine casualty of political
change is the press. For the reconl, we
have within our 34 years of indepen-
dence seen theee civilian regimes and
four miliary governments. Bach depart-
ing and coming regime has meant dis-
missal of editors and other senior odi-
wirial suaff. The squeeze has obwviously
heen higher when the soliders move in.

Almost all of sub-Sabaman Africa is
ruled by soldiens who did not submit
themselves o the electorte like vour
Lisenhower, but through the barrel of a
gun. Like 1he benevolent despots of the
18th Century these regimes and their
civilian counterparts, like Felix
Houphouét-Boigny of the Ivory Coast

and Keoneth Kaunda of Zambia, sev
themsclves as annoineed represenitives
of God on earth. What that means as
tac as the pructice of journalism is con-
cerned is that nowhere in Africi exeept
in Nigeria, which has its own problens,
can the press repact alternative views,
The African press is nothing but an
extension of the exccutive, no mone, no
less: anad those who refuse 1o obey this
cardinal rule pay @ heavy price

The latest newsktice of the Common-
wealth journalist Associacion wlls of a
Zambian  jourmlist who hias been
deponed trom Botswana, considered by
many political observers, as 1 bastion of
democricy in Africa, The offense of this
jourmalist wias exposing corruption in
the Southern Africa Develepment Con-
ference and  criticizing  President
Kaunda. Such is the divine status of
many African leaders that both these
leaders andd their subjects would be
amizzed ae the jokes nuwde about vour
Vice-President Dun Quuyle or cartoons
which distort the personality of vour
leadens. | know the case of an editor
who was summoned and reprimanded
by Governmem officials  using u
photograph which did not eobance the
logks of (he fimt Ldy. Two Uginudan
journalists were detained for months fur
asking “embarrassing questions’ at o
press conferrnee held by Presidemt
Eaumda during 2 visit to Cpanda.

fenva, the good guy and ally of the
Wost, detins it writens and journmilises
all in the name of the stte and gets
away with it The case of Kenvan
Liwyver-journalist  Gitobn  lmanyara,
detained recently tor secking to eport
o the movement fee multipaety politics
in Kenya, is a case in point. In my own
country, (thana, a newspaper licensing
law, which the Soviet Union has copice.
cosures that no alernative press will
ever emerge. 1 return at the end of the
Nienun yvear o nwy country with no
sign that 1 will he able to function as a
writer for Ghanaians. am not going to
be uble o twll Ghanaian readers the
many things 1 have lcarned during the
vear. The wught comrol governments
hold over the press does nor only baoled
artistic expression o ansom but in a
moeas fundaimentl sense holds  the

development of the entire continent 1o
TAN O,

Let me not hone vou sy furthwer with
the statistics of African poverty, but fust
guote what the Economic Commission
for Africa, in ity neport on Africa's
development. said about this issuc:

The picture that emerges from the
amatvsis of the Alrican region by (he
vear 2008, under the historical trend
scenurio, @5 almost 4 nightmane”” This
report was issued in 1983 but according
10 the former president of the World
Rank, Robert 5 MoNamara, inspeceh
to African leaders a1 a conference in
wWigerin in 1990, “The silaadion has
wonened'

With all the respect thir one shoald
have for MoXNanmara as former president
of the World Bank, it seems w me a neal
paradox that it ook hin 10 emingdg an
African audicnee that Africa was in terri-
ble crisis. The lesson of MoNamara's
warning shouid not be lest on us, I is
a clear message that, like Nero, most
African leadem are playing fiddke while
their countrics get destroved. 1 live in
Africa and know o well the trgedy
of living in that continent.  Annuodl
reports from the IME and the World
Bank do not depict the real sitwation.
Figures cannot describe human saffer-
ing and African leaders should know
this better. But do tley?

1 bave tmvelled this far trving 10 give
vou o sense of the politics and
ceonumics of Africa, in order 10 make
vou uppreciate the difficult circum-
stunces under which the press operates
ity AtTici, Thene nay not e hody counts
o depict the hecculean task of the
African prossnman or prosswoman, but
the prossunes aare there all the samg,

Is there a way out tor Africa’s sutfer-
ing millions? 1s there any glimmer of
hape for Africa’s press? § belive so. In
sprite of the encircling gloom, 1 am con-
vinced that Africa’'s problems can be
solved in the waves of the new struggle
tue treedom which is on the rise in
many parts of Africa. If Tharold Mae-
Milltan. the British Prime Minister who
waecurately predicted the end of colenial
rule in o specch o the Parliaimient of
Suuth Africi, vould be resurrected., he
would repeat in clearer 1erms  his
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stalemoent  that a more
devisueing wind of change was blow-
ing in oday s Africa. This wind will
shake the foundations of tvrinnmy all
over Africe. As thwe South  African
musical group Samlim sings with so
mch optimism — at loog Lass frecdom
15 coming the way of Africa

historic

One may read a link between ovents
in the Bast and developments in Africa,
bur 1 am of the opinion thar what is
happening in Africa, in Angola, in e
Ivory Coast. Zambia and  clsewhere,
where one-party states 4 going multi-
party. is u dircct product of our own
history. W were ¢rying treedom long
before couneries of the Vast embarked
on that path. At the time we were ery-
ing treedom in the 54 and 6(Fs they
were being drawn inte the orhit of
Sowict imperialism.

Let me oot sound oo aplimisie, 1t
witl be no casy wulk 1o freedom. Many
regimies are sl determined to fight
aguiinst the main current of history, 1o
cling onta povwer and will be all out w
destroy all forces which seck o distodge
them frm thedr positions of privilepe.

What role can the African press play
in the march towands 2 new demaocratic
Africa? Will African governments allew
their press o exercisc any independont
role. and is the African press propared
for thue cole aralt? My impression is e
n1ost jourmalists in Africa, with a few ex-
ceptivns, have developed a seovile men-
tality which sees them at best, as foot-
nows 10 the marrow ambitions of politi-
cinny. The press in maoy Africin coun-
trics exists only e defend the status quo.,
The press in many Cases b Jost its
independent existenee and is happy o
s emly its ulster s, the goveronient’s,
wid song of hetrayal of the dreams of
African prople.

M saw what the press can and sl
do in the: matter of democracy in Gham
recently. Last July the Ghana govern-
ment launched a so-called debe o
decdide the poditical futane of Ghana, But
as ['5 Under Secretzey for African
Affairs, Heoman Cohen, rightly said, the
leadership of the Ghanatan government
is over-allergic e multiparty politics and
deciced From the onset thae there would
e no debate, o at hest, 2 one-sided
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debate with a pre-determined winner —
the government, which sayvs multiparey
politgs is alien, although it embrces
most things Western and alien, like the
UCOIMNTLIC SLEWCRics of (he [ME Wesiem
arms und the stnding army, which
keeps the governmoent o power,

As expected, the pross plaved Raichiul
and  fatled w report any alwernative
views, the fact thar o movement for
democracy  was  launched about the
ST LI, AMEUINE &5 1many Onganizs-
tions. at least wen of them so far.
including the National Union of Ghana
students, the churches and trde union
conpress, that {thanaians preter multi-
iy politics, whether i is good or bad
o military dictitoship. When the local
press chose w report the fornuation of
the Movenwnt for Freedom and fustice.
=X clear hours after the vvent {which 1he
BBC did within two hours, it distereed
the news. [t was not surprising tha
Tappened since the distOrtion wis piss-
ed on from the government. The coun-
iry's Minister of information kindly
reported the news himself,

T wis in the Bvory Coast in the sum-
mur of IWRY when students and workers
ook to the streets demanding policical
reforms, Those  demonsimtions and
strikes cvenually ed 1o free elections
for the fime time in 30 vearns in that
coundry. But those events. historic as
they were, never got reported in the
state-owned media, leaving Tvorians w
rely om the BBC for any  scrious
covenge of the crisis. 1 saw another
form of the problem in Guinea, where
the poverty of the country has such a
negative influence on the develepment
of a viable press system. Thoe only
weckly in Guinea, which is supposed
report on o matonal debate. has a
limited cirenlation of ooly 2000, Badio,
which has a more extensive reach,
avoids  polives,  dwelling on what
African leaders Gl des clopmental news,
an cuphemism for plaving dewn the
real issues which keep the countevside
impoverished. Although many so-called
muodia experts have made a career ot
of developmental journalism it is essen-
tially escapist, A kind of Afghanistanism.
[ hinve arrived at g position of going by
the principle — “Beware of whatever

governments endorse, like the catl for
a new international inforaation ocder,
for as bong as governments of the Thinl
World ar; the leading advocuies.”

But T am still optimistic abouot the
future. Where | see hope for press
frecdoem and democriey and therefone
greater development in Africa is the
knuwledge that nobody can really stop
an idea whose time has come and the
idden of freedom has arrived in Africa,
African leader are today even payviog lip
service 1o the idea of democrcy, Onoa
ONT positive amd COCOUREINEG note the
very exiernal forces in the Wos: and in
the Tast, which for both financial and
ileological reasens propped up corrupl
and authoritrin rogimes in the past,
are  petting wise o the fact that
democracy is on the ascendanay and
that their imestments in Africa cainnat
b grarantecd by tycants bat by a demo-
cratic culture which allows a free press,
independent judiciary, greater accounta-
hility, insticutionulized pluralism and
other forms of pariicipaory democracy.

1 knuw 1 have not answered the real
egp-and-hen question a4y 10 whether o
CAPUYE ISy i8I any  position o
facilitate democoiey and development.
All T can sayv at this stage i that as the
Hoadgates {or frecdom open, a2 new
press will astomatically emerge in Africu
o give true meaning 1o the word
freedom.  For some  stmnge  reason
Africans and. for that matter African-
Americans, love the Bible and Biblical
images and so I will conclude by
guating 2 famous statenment during the
struggle for independence in Africa —
T Ethiopia shall steetch forth its hands
unte God.” which means the press of
Africa shall be free. The people of Africa
shall be free, 101 sound rhetorical, |osay
1y vou that it is this Kind of ideatison that
keeps marching on.

Linda Thrane

The memarks of my colleague, st the
stage for what 1 wanted to share with
vou about wht [ obsenved last nmonth
in March, buecinse it becomes mose truly
reniirkable when placed ina conext of
his overview of the situation with the



press and the tight for pediticat libertics
in many African countries, What we
SW WS trudy o reonarkahle expericnce.
I contrasted it immediagely wich my visit
throughout much of Africa in 88, In
both cases T went more as an ohsorver
than as a working journzlist, [ just went
te waich and 0 see what was going on.
[n "8R8 it was very much i rip devoied
e looking at the offects of structueal
adjustment prograsms of the economic
rcforms that had increasingly  heen
written inte foreign aid.

There was very much the sense that
these CCONOMIC Sirings were an impo:-
tant part of urning around some of the
aycles of poverty that had hcen so
intrctable over the yean, But there was
also a very strong sense that these
strings, these reforms, were being
imposed from the outside and within
the structure of governances as it then
cxisted. There were not 2 lot of ques-
wons being oaised just as recently as
three or four vears ago about the nagurc
of the governments, of the nature of the
eople who were in charge of executing
some of these very difficult economic
reforms.

The debaie at the time, and the people
I ulked to in country after country, was
the guestion of the rrade-off of suability
versus political freedoms or pluralisme
That stability, that maintaining a
somewhat peacetul atmosphere in a
fLaire. was hetter than the Civil wars that
WU going on in 0 many other parts
of the continent, B was worthwhile 1o
look away fnom the human rights abuses
that were going on and becoming more
and more pronounced in Kenya.

No one had vet taken the Gnal swep
of questioning whether the price of
stability was o high,

Come te Benin and in "1 and il
becomes clear that all of the cconomic
structuring in the world s not going 1o
work unless the people themselves have
a role in how it's carried out. and can
impose their expecttions on their
leader. This is twuly what's been going
on in that ldittle country since 1989,
when a4 group of citizens saged o
peaceful coup, moved their long-gim
dicuitor into a ceremoenial role and
bugan the process of major political

restructuring.  Their coconomy  was
preety weli shot. By the time that we
rolled in for the fist mound of the
presidential eleciions on March 10, the
prople had already voted on their local
and seare-wide and nagional represent-
tion. ‘Uhey had approved cheir new con-
stitution, which extended a bill of righs
t their people. that empowered all
volers, men and women, regardless of
cduciational  status, coomomic  stdus,
religious satus, (o vote. One of the key
things that 1 noted was how the
democruie system had been inculeated
in such a short time among the voters,
And i was a traly exciting concriluation
from the fienin press. particuiarly the
newspapers that just prospered and
grow up and undertook their new role
of reporting of the system, of reporting
on the change. reporting on the
leadership.

The vigor was typificd by the kinds
of complaints we heard from overy-
hody. Among them was Monsignor
deSouz, who was prohably the spiri-
ol leader of the democritic process
guing on in Benin. He complained
about the excessive focus on some
incidents of vielence. The 118 Am-
bassador was zall up in arms because of
some stories about whether the 125 was
hiring or providing money for security
forees in onder W keep down the
incidents of vicslene,

1 weleomed all that. [ othink i
asything, after veans and years of repoes-
sion, w err on the side of cxcess is o sign
of health and a sipn of vigor and sign
of life and t be welcomed. [t cerainty
began 10 cngage the population. 1 chink
the number of newspapes by the tisme
we were there exceeded 2000 They were
on the streas, people buving them, peo-
ple discussing them, sind doing i major
joh as far as alerting and educasing 1he
pepulaticn  ahout  the  changes
underway,

Quostions abounded about whether
the Mathico Rérdkon coup, the long-
tme leader, would, in fret, accept the
esuls of wihsever the clection pro-
tdoced and not use the memaining
military power in his control 1o subvert
the: process, but. nontheless, the broad-
cast  institgtions,  controlled by the

government., pliyed, for their own par,
i matjor ol in edocating the vorers.
They provided eqgual opportunitics for
the 140 14 Presidential candidates
have five-minule pesiods of time, three
or four times, w present thedir policics
and make their cases,

They ran repeated vower cduciiiion
prsgeams right up until the day of the
¢lection — where voters woukl go, how
they could be megistered, what they
needed to do, w make sure that peaple
were comfortable with the process,
Assuring thain of their privacy, and
effort 10 get people o feel secure
vnough despite some of the ceports of
the violence, 0o come out and vote,

This, again, wis langely limited hy
infrustructure. The wlevision stilions
didi't reach smo the nercthern pares of
the countrics. Newsppers were limited
by probleins with illiteracy, particularly
in some of the more outlying ascas of
the country,

Even Mathicw Kérdkou, the dictator
whe leapt int the moe a the st
minute, wias out i the days before the
clection i shirt slecves, his security
forces lurgely our of sight, shaking
hands, mlking to the people, making his
case for election, That sersed him well
brecause he did cone in second in tha
first ronnd uf clections, only @ lose to

Nicdthore Soblo in the mun-off,
']'hih A R R T “'h(_‘l‘l._‘ ‘_l-'(}“ il 1i'l.ll}'

go in there and as an outsider wich
whae s being Jdone from within o hill
in the missing link 4s far as the oforms
thatt everybody has oped would wke

root there, the governanee guestion.
I coeme from Alinnesota, the

heartland, and the newspaper is guire
Lrzes with a quite lrege circaladion, but
the stafl | wiete on Benin, 1 owias very
peatetul 1o see fud awonderfu! reaction,
1 iud been on the rabber-chicken cir-
cuit, wiking o evervbody fronn third
graders brought in by their teachers, on
up w0 retircd labor-union groups and
wacher groups and civic googps, all
prrorapicd by the story of swha is taking
(lace in Berin, [U0s gratifying s sce that
this type of stury, of a coungry {lhg
looks like it has evervthing in place to
nuke it hos riggered thae kind of
interest. Fauess, my challenge will be o
try anmd sustain that by following it.
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Peter Anyang’
Nyong’o

I really belicve that thene is good news
from Africa. The good news is that the
people are beginning to make their own
history undor very difficult  circom-
stances. But the bad news is that the
political dinosaurs are trying 10 roll that
back. We're interested to see who is
going 10 win. They'me going (¢ win
hecause the eoviconment, hoth
domestically and internationally, faivors
a triumph by the people

sacrifices will have o be made, but
1 believe that these sacrifices zre always
made at such  important  historical
[moments|. Indeed, as they have been
made in Eastern Europe and in the
Soviet Union, they're paing to be made
in Africa. Indeed as they were made in
this country, [ chink, in 177G and during
the Civil War that shaped the history of
this country, they will be muade in
Africa. Not because [ wish that civil
wars comy to atrica — God forbid that
we should po to a bloody history so as
to change our history positively — but
I belive that that kind of sacritive, in
Cerin cases, might come to be so that
@ new society can be born.

Now, if you're alking about the press
and the building of democratic institw-
tions in Africa. 1 think we can remember
the histories of those countries that have
gonc through similar [periods].

[ think that what democracy is all
zbout [is] that people should be able to
discuss all aspects of life, and how the
relationship hetween society amd the
ske is going w be onguniaed, e know
that from classical ptitical theeey that
proplke are alwys very suspicious of
government. In actual fact, governments
are regarded as necessary evils. In
Africa, tribal independence has come
down 1o this very Jday. This wension
hetween the relationship of staie and
socicty has alwuys been there The only
problem s that, Juring the last 30 years,
governmems bave managed to triumphb
aver society, and o convince, perhaps
emporarily ot least, [citizens]  that
people should bave as little say as pos-
sihle regarding how they are governed,
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the whole idea of benevolem
dictatonship.

[ndeed, in Africa we have 30 yeams of
benevolent dictitors, as it were, Somg
very malevolent, in fact, in actual prac-
tice, and people — especially outside —
got vsed to the idea e, well when it
comes te Africa, well it is necessary to
have stability and sacrifice every other
thing tha socicty demands. A point has
come when that kind of lic can no
longer wash. That's very impostant,

The othee point [ want to make is that
all through this 30 years or so of Africa’s
independence, there have been constant
struggles by the people to resist the
domination of malevolent governoes.

Democracy is the oppartunity o pr-
ticipate in politics, Indecd, this is the
role that 1 think the press in Africa has
pled under very  difficolt circum-
stances. The press, which during ihe
repressive years, has always been
underground or repressed, has alwavs
tricdd o put forward the right of the
people te pacticipate in politics.

I can give you the exsample of Kenva.
When & was a kid in primary school, we
had vernacular presses, published in the
indigenous linguages. [n my own area,
which is the lower country. we had 1wo
newspapers: one called Marobe, the
other in English called Younger Times,
These two papens exiswed until 1969, In
1969, the governmen: moved system-
atically to ban or o strngle whae chey
called regional newspapers. The idea
wits that if vou huve newspapees heing
published in local Tanguages which are
not controlled hy the sere that there
can't he unity. You c<an only  have
national ity if vow  have  state-
controlled oewspapess or oewspaper
writeen only in Eoglish and Swahili trom
Natirohi, Of coume this wis a very false
argument. As i speaking a language is,
in itself, a disuniting factor.

Whit really is imporant is ostab-
lishing rules of the ganxe which cveey-
budy respects. And that's the whole idea
about democriey. if you luve competi-
tion for offices, the winoers and the
losers respect the outcome. If the
winnoees and the losers are organized on
regioml or linguistic Biies, there mast
be rules of the e that recognize

indigenous conditions which will make
the outceme of every political process
respectable

This difticult wsk is what our govern-
meat did not want to do. They wanted
1o have a simplified formula, whereby
the stawe dewrmines everything ae the
center 0 thal, @ they are concerned,
national unity is created. This bas been
 very talse argument, 1t's an argument
which now, under the present circum-
stnces, hoth the press and the people
are oving to fight.

let me now come o very recent
1imes. Let me give about foor imponant
qualitics of demaocracy that 1think, vven
in Adrica, are important and how those
veliie 10 the role of the press.

One. ] think democeacy is about the
imporcnce of the individoal in society,
and the amount of individualism.
Secondly, [ think that democracy s
about the enhancement of individuoal
treedoms and community lite. The two
go together because vou really cannot
have individeal freedont in vacuem. Lt
has 10 be within the context of com-
munity. Thirdly, [ think democricy is
about the need o be governed and vet
W control our governons, Fourthly,
think democracy’s about accountability
of government o the govermed, brought
ahout throwugh the following: a sysem
of rules of the games, which lay down
procedures and  foumeworks for that
accountability e be nealized; secondly,
the right of the people, through instity-
tional processes, to recall those who
rule chem.

This is where the pross comes in,
Because the press is the ooly nmedium
— I'm talking about both the written
and the elecironic pages — 10 which the
indiviclual, s (he individual, can expross
his ileas, both to his governens and to
the process of participation in govern-
ment. The press is the only medium
through which communitivs can alse
put their points across. And the press
provides a4 moedium of exchange be-
tween the governors and the governed.,
In Africa what has happened is that for
these 30 yeaes there was only one-way
traffic: the governons communicating
with the governed, without the gov-
crned having the vpportunity o com-



nunicare back. The press is now saying
let us establish equality wherehy tha
commuonication ¢in be wo wiays

Finally, [ think the press plavs a very
importam role in constantly building
consciousness among the people about
their syseems of governmem, their rights
and freedoms and so on.

@ — How about the underground
press in Glhuoa?

BLAY AMIHERE — well, 1 don’(
think we have anvthing close o an
underground press in Ghana, What we
have is a flow of dissident ranerizl, pult
together Ty Ghanaian exiles in London,
which comes occasionally through the
post and circulates in very limited sec-
tors. Danicl Passem fmentioned) cultursl
silence. which means  thar nobody
wants to et in politics, economics, and

would mther alk light, wilk things like
sports, drinks and things like tha, You
don’t have an underground press.
NYONG'O — Let me pul it this winy,
Most African goveenments today which
have not stirted serious processes of
potitical retorms cowands demaocrmcy are
on hold. They ane on hold in the sense
that the people who man governnwent
burcaucracics feel thae their fime s
short, they’re not going 1w be there tor
long. There's a tendency by these
peaple to hegin gross misuse of public
institutions, in wrms ot corcuption, in
wros of oot paving attention o their
dutics. This is oot the time to pu
resources imo the hands of these
people, because the resourves are going
to be misusedd. This is the time to pat
i tot ot proessure for political retorm gl

then let those reforms he wken in a
short peciod so that the people can get
int power responsible and accountiable
governments. 1 think this is i fact almost
cverywhere In my own counlry, very
recently, the government dismissed the
whole board of Kenya Airaays, an
international flighe carrier, after the
newspapers revetled tmemendous cormap-
tion. well, dismissing the members of
the board of directors is not the solu-
tion. The solution is o deal with the
wider problem of corruption in almost
all the government institutions, and that
cnnet come unless there is a process
of reform which will ke all goveen-
ment bureaneranic msuiucions accoun-
table, That's why I'mt sayving that this
purickl of time s o period for npid
refarms for acconntble government.

Maintaining Media Independence

In the 43 odd countrics of sub-sahary
Africa, there is really an independent
press o speak of in only three countrics
in my vicw and those are Nigeria, South
Africa and Senegal. We have represen-
tatives from Nigeria and South Africa on
this panel who will also speak about the
fact that wthough they have represented
an independent press in the countrics
they themselves are not immune and
publications are not immune  from
virictics of furms of interference,

In Ray Ekpu's cuse, his publication’s
(NewsWiaech's) editor was murdered hy
apaceet bomb a few years back. There
are other, more subtle, foems ot harss-
ment that we bave seen and then of
course 3 mors blacmt form of sawe cen-
somshipy in South Africa under the staie
of emergency which Enoch Sithole will
tell us about. Again. as Kabral pointed
out, by and luge wn African journalist
operates inoa very hostile environnient
where goveenments really misunder-
stand the role of an independent media
and hence have dome (heir best 1o
cnesceulate it iransform it or intimidae
it our of existenee,

Apgain we should  remember our
fricrel, Gitobu [manyare, who was in

Margaret Novicki

this room st year and is now o solitry
confinement,

Woe have heard in the last panel the
good news that, as Peter said, while we
hinve this climate which is pretty hostile
10 the independent media, there ane a
good number of coumrics going through
their own democrtiZzation  processes
and various stages of feemene and poli-
tical transformation. The people them-
sclves, ove acknowledged, as they hine
in Ceneal Europe and in the soviet
tUnion. that no nation can achicve
dovelopment or inspine potitical account-
ability by denving freedom of expres-
sion. So we have seen in African coun-
tries that an independent media s
beginning 10 sprout up in these coun-
trics dand needs w be encouraged. We
need o keep in mind as we'ne winching
the palitical changes around the congi-
nent that che development of 2 inde-
pendent media by whatever definition
is truly key 1o the ultinuue sustinability
of these democratic systems, [Us not
cnough 1o merely overtuen dicttorship
ar o legislate freedom of expression, as
the case in Kenvie “T'his respect tor that
fundanknial freedom necds 10 he
inculcared in the minds of the leader-

ship and the citizens and that wkes time,
A8 W SCC D OUr 0w cOLLey.

Ray Ekpu

You really cannat be a standard
democrey without a free press because
thiwe is one of the important ingredients
in a democrgy. ut lets turn the ques-
tion arouwd: ¢an vou build a free press
without 3 democratic society? ‘That's
the question [ want o deal with before
[ conic on o (he main question as 1o
how the medin can maintain its
induprendenge:.

The problem in many parts of Africa
is thatt there is really no free press (o tlk
of and therefore theie contribution 1o
cither cretiog or strengthing democratic
institutions is close w zro. What is
happening in many parts, like Nigeria
for instnce, is thal even though the
poveroment is not democratic, the press
is very strong, particularly the privite
press, and theretore i is able © make
the government behave in g manner that
you find in democrtic institutions., 27
pussible to make the government begin
tor make the move towands democracy.
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Ax vou prubably Know, Nigerian was
already, as far back as 1986, moving
envard demoenwey, That was the case of
the Fimt Republic and (he Sccond
Republic of Nigerin, Fach time the
mititary kes over, soon after, the civil
population pots pressuee on the milicry
o relingish  power tooan clecked
governmient. This was aleeady happen-
ing in Nigeriz betore the events of
Fistern Europe. What thar mcins is (heg
the press in Nigeria is relatively free and
it is wsing that relative freedom in
fighting for democracy.,

In sitmtions  where  frecdom s
swallowed up by the government, then
the movernent tor democncy is not
strengthened. OF course you do find
that in recent times, as the examples of
Benin, Togo and  Camercons  bave
shown. even vou do not bave freu
presses in thoese countries, the people
have moved, in response to what is hap-
pening in Eurepe, in response to the
internal contradictions in their socicties,
1 ask the governmenis i move ol
democritic systems,

Talking about the pross in Africa, |
think that we will be presumptuous 10
tulk about nutinkiniog independence |
think we should alk about having the
independence fimst. or in fact, in some
cases, having the press at alb, While in
i fewe cases you do have 3 foew Cases as
mentioned — Seneeal, Nigeria, south
Africa — you do have presses that are
relatively independent and suoog. in
manmy other cases of Africa. In fzet, in
maore other countries of Africa, yon do
not Panve presses thar ane independont,

In some vou dJdo not oven have
anything you cun call presses at all. One
dotsit't want to go through the various
countrics ane by one, but in the West
African sub-region. the press system has
collapsed comipleicly. [n Liberiz. even
hefore the civil war ook place, vou
dido’t have a press at all. You only had
newspapers publishing sports storics on
Satucdays, 1 ihink (he same is true to a
Lige extent of Ghiea.

S0t is an issue that we really have
to worry about — whether or bow we
cian sustain the press in these various
countraes, how we can develop the
pross o stand on their feet,
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In sume countries, Sierr Leone and
Gumbia for instance, there s hardly any
newspaper thal you huive which pro-
duces up to 2 000 copics. OF course the
radio and wlevisien stations are owned
by the government and 5o what you
have is what one referred o as & one-
wiy traffic. Wharever the government
wants the people w hear, that's what
they hear, The government is  not
wllowved o hear what the people want
them to hear.

In (he other countries wheme vou
lave celative degrees of press freedom
— Nigeria, Sencgal, Souath Africa — they
lurve their problems too, In Nigeria, Ms.
Novicki moentioned the Case of my col-
league whe was assassinated throogh a
parce! bomb in 1986 and in fact six
nroieths  after our magazine, News
Winch. wis shut down Iy the govern-
ment for six months. Soon after we
vanie oul, the povernment started a
series  of  harassments. These
bamssments take different forms, Cur-
tilment of your iaccess 1o newsprint and
other supplies which are mainly im-
parted; hamssment by security people;
Arrest and detetinon; shutdewans andd so
e,

In April Last year, when there wis an
atempied coupr in Nigeriz, we would
publish o ceport of the coup and what
the coup [leaders] said and the hidden
agoenda. and 5o on, The press secetary
ey the president sent word 1o ws and saicd
wy should oot publish those degails. Wi
ignored bim and published them and
the next day they slammed oo our
paper and our reporter was banned
froa covering government heuse, [o was
only a couple of months age thae the
ban was liftcd. The fst six manths
about three different newspaperss have
been shut down. albedt for brief periods.

But the beaury of the Nigeroin case
iv thar cach time something like that
happens, all of the papers, the jour-
milists. vou know, the guild, the bar
association. or the  civil  lberites
orpaniztion, will rise like one and fighe
it. That is whit has helped in susttin-
ing the energy in the Nigerian press. |
denr't think thm vou can say the same
thing ot some of the other countries,
aed 1 think that's where the real pro-

blem is, that you do ot have other
institutions that have develuped like ehe
har association, like the civil liberties
association, that are willing to fight for
life jof an independem press) for its
rights andl tor freedom of the individual,
1 think that we should worry i this
conferenee sabout bow those other in-
stitutions  can he  developed o
strenpthen e press,

{don't think it would be right for us
o> think that the press can der it alone,
bhecause the press, in many parts of
Africa, is not strong ¢nough w stand up
1 these pressures, One reason is that
there are net many well-tmined people
in some of the medi,

Thene's a shorage of manpower and
some of the trined oones ane e very
highly triincd and do oot have the
intellectual resources o dexl with cheir
jobs properly and therefore bick the
courage 1o resist these Kinds  of
pressures, | othink thay some kind of
irining gives the journalist the con-
fidence and the courage w resist these
pressures from the authoritics,

The other problern is that some of the
medin do et have enough financial
esources o do their work properly.
Thae is affecting them and they have w
ely largely on government, vither
governmwnd advertising or some sort of
support from the government. [n saome
countries, the governmment even pro-
vides communications facilities, relex,
relephone, and 5o on, and as vou are
aware, that kind of heavy dependence:
onn che government does not allow the
press to be free.

Qe is not refersing w the purcly
government-owned  noewspripers and
magizines and mdio stadons, There isn't
much one can do abour it 1If the
government becomes democrtic, then
these institutions will be scen s instita-
tions that have o serve the entire
fpopulation] and 3 they don't, then
muembers Gf pacliament will bogm o sk
qguesiions, 1 vou have a dicator or one-
e rule. then there is considerable
pressure on these institutions and there
i handly anyihing that you can do ahout
it In most of the countrics in Africa. the
eiicho and (elevision stations are owned
hw the government and they go the way



of all such goveroment institutions,
They are an extension of the ministry
of information and  the government

directs it on what they shoukld
broucdeast.

We have 32 relevision sutions in
Nigeria and adl of them ane owned cither
by the stawe government or the federd
government. There bas been a lor of
discussion  ahout the possibility of
privatizing welevision, opening it up o
priviie engreprenennss, But the govern-
menl seems K resist it bociuse of the
cnormous powets it foets wlevision has
and might be used ina manner that the
government does not like,

A reeent cxample Jof abuse of wlevi-
sion] is when the governmenm wanted
onge of the public officers removed, the
guy wh was heading the drug agency.,
Pecause thene had been some rumon.
some stories that iendad w discredit the
drug agency, and the  povernment
winted to remove the official. $o it sent
the press scererary e the vice presidemt
o pet the seory nto welevision. The press
secrenary phoned che television station
and wunted to dictate the story, and the
television authoritics said  no,  they
would not take the story on the
wlephone, because they could not
recopnize his voedce, The story wasn'e
broadeast that night, The government
SC0T S0Ne soldicrs., along with the press
S\CUTCLTY, [0 RO 0w the wlevision sti-
tion and broadeast the story. Simuol-
imneously, they removed owo of the
senior welevision officials, because they
refused o carry the story., OF Ccounie the
next day the union journalists ard the
guild of editors ose up and challenged
the govermoment over it nd bappily, ene
can say, the two people have heen
reinsered,

This is the kind of pressure that yvou
build {friom such gevernmens  institu-
tivns. There s also been 2 running
hustle with the government over a
medin council decoee. The goveronsent
wanis 1o institute what is pencrally
known as the press council. Press coun-
cils, as we know clsewhere in the Tree
workd, are organized by the journalists
themselves, This one is an imposition
by the government. The government
witnis to fund it; the governmont wanis

1 select all of the officers, and the
povermment has preseribed all kinds of
punitive measores, The various press
LIEaNniZticns are opposed to iand aam
though the decree hus been enacted., il
has o bween cffected, becauase the jour-
malists have refused o coopenue, o
nominate the journalists, who ane sup-
posed o be on the commitee

[ think there is an important aspect
of the development of the press in
Atrica that we have 1o worry about. The
structuntl adjustment progeoun s affec-
ting nat only these countries, but the
pross in those places. Almost -0 coun-
wics i Africa have embraced the IMFE-
World Bank stroucturil adjusement pro-
gram, and as you do kirow, most of the
press Juscs| imported, paper, ink, plawes
and filn and whil have you, Because
of the low exchange rees in these coun-
tries, it's heen difficule for 2 number of
the media w import these things and,
therefore, it's affecied their outpuar, it
has atfected the quantity of the papers
thar they pring. Even the publiic-owned
stations, like the radio and wlevision »t-
tinns, in some counteies, hive nof heen
able to perfonn their funations. Recently
the Nigerian government shut down the
Voe of Nigeria for several months
hecawse it could not buy [equipment)
for its transmitter.

The paooner ACan Courtcivs ane sut-
fering from this kind of problem and the
sittition could have been belped if vou
bad the Pan African News Apency be-
ing active. Ax vou know, thw 150 African
News Agency s not well funded; ic's
supposed  w b funded by oall the
governments in Africa. but the govern-
ments themiselves are poor and they do
not contribute theis dues regularly. So
the Pan African Nows Agoncy is just sit-
ting there, not covering Africa pooperly,

weve had, in Africa, wo depend, as
wi bad always dependod. on the five
NuEjer rews agengcies thag zee based oui-
side of Africa, that do not have the
prempective of the African. Maost of the
coventge of the cither Africa or coun-
tries  culside of Africa. which  are
published  in Nigerian, in African,
prublications, come fooun these news
agencies.

The war in the gulf — I do not know

of any African publication or African
modia  organiagion  duir was epne-
sented, Decinse they did not have the
resources o send their staff there

These are che kinds of problenis that
iy of the media ane facing right now
amd the sitwation s that of survival, It's
nut even talking abowt dependence or
mirintaining indepoendence or grining
indepoendence; they gre just rving 10
survive, 1 think thas we must worry
about buw we can help them, iF it is
possible o help them, o suevive, one
wav of doing it i 10 encourape them
have links with 1he erganiztions out-
side;, w0 be able to ateend fornuns like this
and  get the Necessiary  oxposure,
Omganizations such as this and others
like, say. the Ford Foundation, [
remwember that the Ford TFoundaton a
tew yeans age belped a publication in
senegal. a small publication that was
crumeding for democmey, w set up. This
kind of help goes a long wav.

if the press is unable o stard om i
own feet, the government is happy.
Even the ones that aee able 1o stand on
their own feet, the government trics to
thrutite, to march under its big boots.
It is convenient, because it will not ask
probing questions i it is weak. if it
depends on the governmens,

I alse think that we: have o find a way
Of SIRCHRHIC AR COMOIEICAens i dit-
ferent parts of Africa, Youw find b
somcthing happens in o oeighboriog
coumey in Africa and the journalists
who cever those countrics ane unable
wy gec their stories across or i fact,
unably to get 1o the scene of the zction,

You heve, for inspusce, s¢oomany
Westesn  correspondents  in Naitobi,
Kenyw, They go onee inoa while o
scenes of conflict in Africa, but vou do
not have African jourmlists who go to
thuse scenes, The forcign journalisis
who are lascd in Nairobi report these
things back te their home onganizations,
who then reeyele these stories back o
Africi and woe reevele these storics (o
our own people, 1 think that is a pro-
blem that we have o melly worrey
ubonat,

There is one other thing 1 heliove the
forcign meporters who ane Insed  in
Africa can do i help strengthen the
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lands of the African journalist working
in these places. ! know that they ane
running a great risk, the journatists who
arc i Nairobd, Tor instnce. | koo a
tew who have beens cither armesied or
deported because they epored news
that was noel fvvemble o (he Kenyan
governnment. Bur T beliove that it the
loycal press is s suppressed g it can-
nut publish these things, it will help it
the torvign press is able o publishh what
is happening in these countrics.

[ abways huve the feeling that oy
of the leaders in Africa are very afeaid
of the toreipn press and in fact more
afriicl of 1the forcign pross than the
domestic press beciuse they think that
the forcign press is moree ceedible and
as soon as peaple hear the news oo the
BHC, they will knosw thae i is the truth,
The BBC has been a mujor foree in
Africa and a lot of Africans depend for
aews, even in their home cowrics, on
the BBC and other forcign media.

Enoch Stihole

The chanpes that beve taken plice in
South Africa from last yean we baven't
yet telt them in the journalist pnyfession.
We still bave oppressive rules in the
boaks that prevent us from doing our
jerb, W are not able o perform fully o
give out best in werms of covering the
VNS,

WCherc other parts of Africa ok about
media which are completely owned by
the soate, in South Affica we have o
many independen: seetions of the
media. All chose are independent as far
as chey're concerned. But what wi've
seen over the vears is bt they hive
heen belping,. one way or another, the
sEus quo, s it wiis only masy be i the
nric-80% tha a fow oewspapers e nged
ard called themsclyves the alernae
press. irs when the aewspaper 1 repre-
sent here, New Nuation, also emenged,
Wi had a meally defined polioy becse
what we're suving is that information is
heing withheld, These newspapers and
radiv stations who cliim ) be indepen-
dent label our hieroces, those who are
fighting for our freedom, terrorists. And
all sores of things. So. the alternative
press emerged. Time went on, epres-
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sion ok place, and last year we came
out from the cold, because death threats
were no fonger there. No longer can we
b detained or strictured of Our papens
suspended.

But shall we in fact continue to exise?
The reuason being that the newspapens
owned by big corporations have very
hig infrastructure; we rely on them for
distribution,  for example, so, our
independence is oo there, Well, s
there, bat it's o survival kind  of
SITWELE RO

Okay, our road now is o v and help
the process of democney and show
them that democracy in fact is o reality
in South Africa and that docs not end
merely at the neglect of a government,
that it starts fnym the grassmoots lese]
and it spreads all vover the country, This
s the ole we hope we'll be plaving
from now, or from last year, onwards.

But vur comniizment is Freed with
financial problems, certainly, and also
the fact thar most journalists who are
in the aliernaive press ane 1ot s crained
as they should be o cope with these
changes of countering  this  so-welt
oganizcd neltwork or media, For our
NUwspEipers 10 survive, sad even other
newspapers o emerge [we] need fund-
ing from forcign donons, toining for
fourmlists who need a lot of support
from foreign donors. I'm talking about
forvign donon hecause we do not
expredt e povernment to fund s
hecause we are committed o mainin
our independence.

Ahout the other section of the inde-
pendent media, which is whar we call
the liberd press, while they've claimed
10 he independent all over these years,
they Fiiled wr put across the plight of
millions nf peaple. They've helped the
status quo; they have as Uve said,
ipnored the plight or cur people com-
pletels 1 you were doained, they say
s obvious, why did you write that? All
sorts 0f things, So wih I'm saying is
that akiay, we' not neving o o new
cra, o democstiic oo, W are not suee
whether they dre going 1o renLtin con-
SUTVILIVE. O e going o oross the
horder (o the new povernment. Wie are
pessimisis. We will not become part of
the officiad governmment, that's olwious,

and we don’t knoew where they will be.
suppose  they hecome part of the
government and wo oare on the other
sicke af the fenoe?

Advertisers are not aitracted by our
newspapers. There is 4 hooeymoon
with the hig corpomtions and now the
question is whether we will give up out
role 2nd open up for adverisers. 1t is the
hig question. Do we really stop report-
ing apainst apartheid, or if apartheid is
pone, do we st reporting or promot-
ing democricy, so as © open up our
doors for advertisements and ensure cour
survival? Will we have, or need some
kind of aid frosm somewhere?

Those are the challenges facing the
independent press in South Africa.

Vladimir
Vessenski

I would like to remind ibe people
present that the  glasnost thal weas
announced in 1987 hy Gorbachev fell
on prepared soil. That is. mone than 94
per cent of the people not only reacd
and write but are used 1o reading. They
catch up with the news every day. They
subscribe, In the United  Siates  the
newspaper that has half miilion of
copics every day is 1 hig newspaper. in
our courry, our newspaper, [Litera-
lurnaya Guezetd] a weekly, is for intellec-
s mainly, Circulation was six nyillion.
When we droppeid this year o a million
and a hzlt, we said we were not exis-
tent. 1svestia, for inseance, the govern-
ment newspaper, and the parey noews-
paper, Pravda, they have 10 million
capics every day and more, Prvda had
ahout 15 million copies every day. So
this is a population that rawds a lot. This
is the strengeh of glasnost, hecause
vvervbody catches up with the news,

Maylwe it will be uscful for our focnds
from Africa 10 ulk about what existed
hefore 1987, § s conceded that the
mass medin were contoolled. #n face,
whoen Brovhney was in power the popu-
Lition was always developing some: mac-
tien e the wtditarian regime. ¥e whao
worked in ithe newspapers Catled gt
double moeality, You liswen o a2 leader
aned appland him and then go w your



kitchen and w your friends and say
what a fool he is. There was no such
contrid, in fret, from maybe the end of
M)'s and beginning of 80,

Who prepared the changes of our
country? Well. first of all, the economy,
surely, Then ideologically, by hcroes,
heroes who edited samizdat publica-
tions. ‘They preparcd the balleting and
information and they spread it through
the coumry. Then those herocs who
smuggled information clandestinely to
the Weest and the West broadcast news
to our country. Some of these people
were sent 10 mental hospicls; they wene
perecuted.

Then T have 1o say a couple of words
about what my newspaper did, hecause
Literaturnaya was maybe the only
newspaper that was peemitted © wrie
about duwbacks of our country. We
cnoverted this permission of the pary
into the right to criticiae the system, not
separite cases, hut the system, Even
hefore 1985, when Gorbachey came e
power, and before 1987, this newspaper
played a4 very imporaat role in the
preparation of the people to changes.
WA criticized the econoemic drawbacks,
as a systenm drawhaeck. We criticized the
powerful leaders of the party. So this
was the legal way we prepare perestraika
and prepare for changes in the country.

From 1987 we were permitted to
criticize and overybody commenced w
criticize, The more you criticized, the
more you saw, the more influcnce you
bad on the population. A very good
magazine dedicated its pages only to
critics. History was wrong, the govern-
ment was wrong, the ideclogy wus
wrong, the culture was wrong, the
henws were net heroes, etc, All of @ sud-
den we lived in a country with another
culture. Now people had o believe in
a foee market and capitalist way of life
and democracy. And people heliove it
Since last year we have had a lTaw thae
is very progressive, that permitted us
not only criticize: the government and
the: system, but also permitted us 10 own
newspapers and media. But for televi-
sion 2nd radio, the government is the
owner. 1t is permitted 0 organize new
TV channels and also radio siations, At
least in Moscow we have one indepen-

dent radio station owned by o groups of
yvoung men and women who played
very importint roles in events like
shootings in Lithuania and Latvia. They
informed the public,

Now 1 have to tell you that 1 am very
much impressed how the American
press are preoccupied that American
citizens should know all the truths and
all the things that are bappening inside
thetr country and sometimes cutside of
their country, breause democracy of the
United States is based on the informa-
tion of the public. I is classic, but it is
also human.

[ think that 90 per cent of che infor-
mation that our public meceives s
criticism because only critics know
positive information. 1F the press and
tass meddia plaved o very important role
in the destruction of the system thae
rules us, especially TV, I will tell yvou
ong instance, Even in France, with their
democricy, they tokd me that they
cannot peemit theenselves to transmig all
the  discussions of the  parliament
because people would be upset what
their delegates or deputies are saying.
The most imporiant blow o the sysem
wias made by our TV, because they
reccived the right to transmic wll the
discussion and people all of a sudden
they knew what people were ruling us.
They said, what fools ane they.

S0 we are free, we have the right
have our newspapers, and Iy ocws-
paper helongs 1o the people. In fact,
maybe i would compare it with
coopertive of the people who work
there,

Now we experience another very
powerful pressure. The gevernment. |
think, is plotting against powerful
newspapers, like ours. The government
riises prices on paper four times higher,
the cost of printing two times higher,
and distribution two or three or four
times higher, depending on the republic.
In our newspaper we had w0 double
subscription  prices this vear My
newspaper cost 10 rnhles last year; this
vear it is 19 rubles. We ane writing tor
intelleciuals and intellectuals in my
country have lower salaries than
workers. These people were writing us
letters saying, unfortunately, 1 was a

subscriber for 20 yvears bue unforunatcly
1 cannot subscribe anyvmorne, because
this sum permits one week of living of
our family. 3¢ we lost subscribers —
fromm six million copivs we are not ong
million and a halt.

What is the aim of the government?
The aim ol the government is to lead
these big influeotial newspapers o
bankruptey and to make them depend-
ent o0 the bank and o exercise pressure.

One would say  that Provda and
[svestia are in the same sitwion, hat
they are not. The Party gave Pravda
hundreds of million rubk:s. You can see
Pravda and Isvestia for sale here in
Hurvard Square, but not Literaturoayst
Gazcti There is another kind of pressure
— dclivery delays. For instance yoster-
Jday [oreccived my newspaper for
January 9. [ want to say 2 couple of
words on the happiness that my fricnds
and diplomats and people who visic my
country feel when they see thae there
is a free market of the press in Moscow
andd other cities — the small newspaper
that sell 2.000 1o 3,000 copics or HLOOD
copicy 3 week, These small newspapers
produce an imypression that the press is
free.

These small newspaper coopentives
are permitied w pay jourmlists three
times more than the big newspapers pay.
For instance, oy salary is 3004 rubles o
month. That's $10 on the the black
market — 4 month. Qo small news-
papers. they pay 1000 or 1,500 rubles
a month to a jounutlist, because they
can sell these snudl newspspers at any
price. So people from the big influen-
il national newspapers ae going ww
work on these small ones, heciuse you
cunnot live. They are destoying the
Most  imporant newspapers  and
nugine.

1 think thit this is the problem of
Africa, Latin America, and ot Central
Lurope. 1 warn vou that [ do not have
an clihorue ilea of bhow o help —
mivhe @ hint of ideas. First of all, T think
that Amcriciano newspapers  should
cstablish relationships with important
Soviet democratic newspapers  and
publish, for insunce, once a week a
page o an atricle saving:, this nowspaper
still exists. it will arerace public anention
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1o what is happening. 1 know that some
newsprpers in the United States prepare
one or two pages every week about the
world, like what is huppening in Africa,
10 create the taste for inteenationzl news.
Mayhe it would be bereer if there were
an intecnational media watch in the
United  States, because we ane now
alwiays threatened (hat the Iw on press
will be aholished or  stopped
temporarily.

Q — 1o what extent is the press in
Nigeria and South Africa receiving
forcign aid and is that helpful, if they
are?

SITHOLE — [n South Africa the
ahernative press pacticolarly has been
existing merely on foreign aid. And in
the case of my newspaper, we have
warnings that they will stop aid. As i've
said, advertisements would force us o
compromise our role. For example,
we've had a4 medting with one major
multinational and we said, well, we
woukl like you to adveaise in our paper
as you advertise in other papers. They
said. but you promote strikes, you
puhlicize serikes by workers. And then
we sdid, well, bot that is 2 democratic
principle, that right 1o strike,

EKPU — I'm pot aware that Nigerian
media gews any gid in the forms of
1echnical equipment or finances. The
only aid [ know of is something like o
conference, like this, or fellowships oc
training programs.

Q — [Jo you sce the danger in
tecms of the media having w compro-
mise themselves if they would gt
forcign aid, or do they just oot need it
in Nigeria?

EKPU — [ don’t think so. | think that
what one of the foundations did in
Senegal cather helps the journalist or
helps the institution to stand ficm on ity
feet. [t belped it to purchase some print-
ing cquipment. and instead of depending
on the povernment press, the press was
able to publish without fear that the
government press might refuse 1o print
for it, I really can't see how it's going
> comprontise them.

Q — [ would like to hear from cach
one of the panclists the one single thing
that would help them most in che way
of help from the U8, or so-called Fimit
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Morld.

VESSENSKI — This fight is our fight,
50 you cannot substitute for us, That
should be clear. We have 1o do the job.
But the atention, the American atten-
tion 10 this problem of press is very
helpful. The influence of the American
press is very big in our country and
public opinion also. Mayke newspapers
need seme kind of financial help. For
imsunce, my newspapet closed haccus
becanse we had no right 10 change our
rubles for dollaes [on the free market];
the bunk dido't chanpg our money in
full. W& are only in Bonn and Frange
and we have a stringer in London and
New York.

EKPU — [ think that the media can
de with a2 lot more help in tmining. 1
think it's 2 mote uscful area 1w concen-
teawe on, oth outside of their countrics
and within their own countries, 0 hetp
them develop their skills and strengthen
their confidence. Maybe the smaller
newspapens aind mapazices Ciecdo with
some kind of wehnical suppore, Like
printing equipinent, which may not be
nucded anymore in the American press,
to help small organizations be: indepen-
dent. [ don’t think that outeight finan-
ctul support s necessary.

SITHOLE — In our ¢ase, financial
assistance is very important, because
some of our newspapers will nos be
recciving aid beginning next year, ‘That
would mean that if we can not generate
funds by thut time, we'll have 1o shut
down. The other ching is that we have
10 have our own distribution network,
and it is 0Ol easy W estblish a nerwork
theough Sonth Africa. ¥We rely en big
comuoenions o distribate our papers. [n
fact. they have even the [power] of con-
trolling vur price.

THRANE — I'd like to ask Ray if
there are any plans or changes being
made in the legal structure or otheowise
st that after the nexe round of demo-
crtic elections <o you bope that the
press will be protected from shut-down,
that 2 syseem will be in place that'll
make for 3 more sustained kind of
demueracy other thun anotber failed
cxperiment in civilian government? Are
there any changes chat will come along,
to prowet vour ability o report, o

preserve the democratic process?

EEKPU — Not that 1 knenw of. Actuglly,
many of the things that the government
does w throtile freedom of the press are
not legal. They are extra-legal steps, like
sending sceurty people to hanss people,
When NewsWatch was sbut down in
1987, there was no law that permitted
the: governmoent o do that. 1t was in fact
one week later 1that the govermment
wrote up i decree 1o support the legal
action that it had already when. S0 it's
not a matter of legality now, and 1 do
not think 1bat the situation will change
until 1992, when the centrtl govern-
ment will be elected.

NYONG'O — [ think one of the ways
in which Western mass media in par-
ticular c¢an help strengthen  press
freedom in Africa is tking up cases of
ndividuals, or really championing their
freedom. 1t would not just help the indi-
viduals. but also focus the attention on
the concition of the press because when
ot individual iy suffering detention or
being removed foreibly, thae is the kind
of story that makes an impact on people.
Another one wiay is for individual
newspapens of radio stations in the (15,
West Germany, o pair up with a cadio
stION or 2 newspaper io Africa so that
thev'll have this ongoing relationship
not just in terms of material assistance
but extended visits and so on.

Q@ — 1 wonder what the panet chinks
of 1 world bank of newsprint from
which countries who need it coold
draw on from the centrl supply.

EKFPU — That sounds like an inter-
cuting idea. But the problem is, how do
vou get the newsprint 1o the person
who needs it, because you still have (o
pass through the ports or the airport
and the povernment is in charge of these
places. So they can ser the newsprint,
they can block it and it Jdoesn't get o
whoever it doesn't want it e get to. The
other thing I'd like 1o mention, in con-
clusion, is that we have o waorrey abour,
cven though there §s so much euphaoriy
about the pro-democarcy movement in
Afcica, we really have o worry about
whether or not these democracics will
survive if we do get there. And [uwe the
Nigerian example 1o illostate whae [
wilni (o say. A number of people in






key rules of b oewscoom, Ong:
military cirap anywhere in the waorld
should never e announced over st
radio. Two: no student disturbances
anywhere in the world should over be
carcicd in the news. After having
executed my orders, T was made w
undertand that [ wis no longer in
school, and should thercfore forget
whatever 1 learned as a student jour-
nalist, for, as he put it. and 1 quote him,
“the situztion now is entirely differene.”

Now let us come 1o Cameroo’s Con-
stitution  with  regard o the basic
freecdoms. They sound 50 good on
paper: freedom of speech, freedom of
the press, frecdom of association, all of
these ane poaranteed by this constit-
tion. Bot it is followed by a phmse: as
long as it is within the framework of the
law. This could still sound good. buat
these  Jaws  ace unspcciﬁcd, Or - are
nonexistent, especially press laws. This
makes working very tricky. Further-
mote, woe oare always reminded  that
radio and TV are the pemsonal property
of the President of che Republic,

[t i5 a role that any national story
going on the air must be in the form of
a government department commuoigu,
whose contents are nsually sketchy, or
full or pruaises of the one and only presi-
dent of the Republic. A good profos-
sional who decides 10 carry  other
stories besides official releases is usually
left to grope in the dack. If he is right,
in the view of the authoritics, he s
ignored. Bot if he is wrong, in their
view, he is in big trouble. A few
courageous  colleagues, including
myself, Jdid the second option. By 1980
We W mning some privite shows on
the radio, which could be criticized by
the system. Such shows were closcly
monitored By the rothless secret state
police. The same applied to the almost
NON-CXISENC priviate NEwWspapers,

n our bid o challenge the sysen into
breaking administrative med tape, a few
colleagoes have heen physically climi-
nated. The latest happened chree years
ago, when the mutilated body of the
cditor of a Catholic newspaper was
found neze his home, in a local parish
in the national capital. The greater part
of us were simply arrested and detained
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without tria! tor long and unspecificd
peticds By the scerct police. Inoan
l-vear career, § have been thrown in fuil
five timwes. [f 1 have survived chis tar, it
has been due to o number of factons.
First, the Londdon-based Amnesty (oter-
national; secondly, until recenty, the
Noew York International Committee 1o
Protect Journalhists; third, the Cameroon
Bar Assaciation, andd its president, who
happens to be my bmther-in-law; and,
fourthly, and surprisingly enough, my
wife, 1 police officer, who bas always
been beside me whenever [U'm arrested
o make sore chat her sadistic colleagues
never touch me physically.

Other colleagues hive not been that
lucky. Most of them have been fros-
trated in one way or the other, and
forced to go into cxile, vither to the
[ited States, to France or to Hritin.

Besides the Western-oriented triining
wi have reccived as student journalises,
wiilways look 1o Western socicty and
its democratic institutions o cventually
helg s out wf the yuarter of a century
political quagmin. Wi could read news-
papens from abread, as long as they con-
tined nothing critical of the regime in
power Forcign radio has alsavs been

aceessible, the BBRC. the Voice of

Amcerica, Radio Frunce, which we saw
as models in the shaping of our own
media onzunizations in the futuee. Soe-
prisingly enough, we met setbacks from
wnexpecied guarters. like the American
diplomatic mission. There have been
occasions in which colleagoes, includ-
ing myself, have been punished. After
all, the Cameroon government reecived
complaints from Amcrican diplomars of
our criticizing American foreign policy.

The worst case didn'’t involve myselt,
but the editor of TV news at the time.
He does some reports for CNN these
days. Well, this happened swhen oor
President was visiting the United States.
That was somctime in 1986, and he was
accompanicd by the U5, ambassador to
Camerpon, On Cameroon TV we put
on the air Genman procductions, and this
time, there was 4 preduction on surgery
in Cameroon, and it coincided with the
timc when Presiclent Reagan had onder-
gone surgery. Charpe daffaires of the
American embassy lodged a bitter com-

plaint that woe were actually making a
maockery of the fact that Keagan had had
surgery. This cised hell, and our editor-
in-chief was arrested bricfly by the
police, and, after that, was suspended
from his job for three months, which
mace us start wondering, because we
looked up to America, as they have
made s undenstand that they conld
help  us  in this  struggle  for
independence,

Ve come back to the key question:
Does the clectronic media bave any role
to play in the movement for democracy?
The answer definitely is ves. [ have with
me an audio cassette, which, because of
time constrainis, we canno listen o
here, of a debate on state mdio. on
multigarty politics, which 1 moderated
on Sunday, the 10th of May, last year, [t
was 2 landmark in the troubled history
of journalism in Cameroon. Involved
wone univenity lecturers, three of them
and 10 other colleagues, Two days after
it went on the air, we were all arcested
hw the seoret police,

As | speak (e current government
has given in to reforms. but the popula-
tiom says L is not enough. The country™s
going theough a terrible  transition,
which we hope will end successfully,
because it is in such moments that
soldicrs are usually wmpied o seize
power, and we all koow what they are
not among the world's greatest thinkers,
As other colleagues have said in earlier
discourses, we are barely munaging to
sorvive, and we feel that it would be of
much assistance if oor colleagoes in the
Woestern media pay more attention to
the plight of Africa.

Peter Marek

The sincwion in Fastern Europe is
very similar o that one in Africa and
alsoy Laiin Amwerici, especially in the
peint that democracy there is very un-
balanced, iCs tragile. MU can see it in
ordinary  people, how thev eact,
eapecially now, when they have free
daceess o information. They are, many
times they e very  contused  also
because of this fact, and it's mach casier
for any populist leader w0 win their






applicd and we were approved. U was
a time when South Africa was apparemly
quite willing to have peopie come i
their country, including local reporiers
who would coly be broadcasting w a
e zudicnce. Now, even though we
had applied for visas, and we applied
tor two icchniciens, camerz man, sound
man. 1wo eportens, (wo producers, a
huge battery of people te go to South
Africa. when it finally came to pass, the
only people whao weat, and the only
reason that 1 went was that 1 was stand-
g at the assignment desk like this,
fooking at the assignment editor in the
Lye.

it 1ok perhaps 6 hours o oake the
decision (o go. oven though we knew
that the release was imminent because,
well shouwld we po? Wild the house-
wife in Queens he interesicd? Does
anvbody cire about this story? Can we
afford it? Maybe the network will cover
it for us. Ve have overvihing that we
could want from the local network. W
don't eed 2 local penpective, Well,
simply by sanding there at the assign-
ment desk, and really embarrmssing the
pemon who was behind there, we were
ultimately able t go. Noocrew. Just
reporter and L producet, which meant
that we landed in Jolunnesburg ar 2
time when every availuble cameraman
had heen snapped up by every news
onrunztion that was senc

The place way Nooded with people,
So the cament crew that we got wias
usually accustomed o deing wildlife,
intense close-ups of fish, animals, and
whatever, In kcal news in New York,
we do o ki of running around in the
streets, Thats the way we cover the
news, [Us 0ot news unkess we ane Ricing
down some steeel, breathlessly, W get
to Johannesburg, tinally hook up to this
cameraman, and say, you've reaily got
to move, and he would look at us and
say, move? ['m going as fascas [ can. S0
the man really did ot know the differ-
cnee between o leiserely  three-hour
shoot, a setap, 1o perhaps get a pussing
fish of an animal, 2od you've really got
o get it now, or eise Mr Mandeh is not
going to be there. Flo's nor going o
stand outside of his house forever

well, my pridducer and [, Bob YWener,

a1y Niciman Reports

a very capuble man, we managed o,
through vor camera person and through
the graces of the NBC network, we
wiere alle to begin feeding live reports.
The next day we were i Soweto, stind-
ing across the street from the Mandela
residence, and as all of us in this room
I'm sure would agree, this wis a major
story, the release of Nelson Mandela.

The news organizztion at home was
not guite so sure. They knew ic was im-
porezar, but anrother local story wils
hreaking at that time, and that was that
Danald and Bvana Trump were having
some marin] troubles, The debate in the
local newsreom was whether the release
of Nelson Mandela or the divorce of
Donald and Ivana Trump was more
importang. Well, a vicrory, that fimst day,
we won. Wi led the show on a Sunday
night, led the show on a Monday night,

From that point on, that was all we
could pet frim our Joca! tews onganiza-
tion because il was ¢lear the Donald and
hvana Trump were now cercainly maore
imporant, Because oot only were they
separating, but it appeased that she
wanicd his money, Cerminly the house-
wife: in QQueets bad an ineeest o thag,
as opposed o what was going on in
South Africa.

W did repores every day, but every
day it sort of slipped. By Friday Nelson
Mandela and the population of South
Africz and the enormous changes 1hat
were kking place in that country wene
slipping down the list of priority in
wrms of what was important in local
new s, You can imagine my shock stand-
ing in front of a camera with an car-
picee, andd [ could bear the local news
that was going on back theme, and I
coukt sce the people dancing in the
streets, and the exciternent, and just the
tinendous impact of this ocesion,
andd | owould hear: Carol Jenkins is in
South Africi, andd shc'll be with us in
just a minute, bus fiese, L Bvana and
Domakd Frump. the local murder, the
murder of the day. the ebbery of the
day. the scandal of the day, and then
firully they would get (o os

W in this coom have all been through
some version of dut, so we undenstand
it When we eot back 1o New York, we
had quite a bit of muterial and we per-

stadid the people at NBC 1o let us do
— we only asked tor because our sights
had been set oo sl — may we have
a half an hour please 1o consolidate our
maicrial? | mean we weuldn't dare of
thinking about an hour, although that's
whit we really wanted. We kept saving,
wi have enough inawerial for an hour.
should we ask for an hour? They said,
nao. they'll never give us an hoor
Because of a programming snafu, i
turned oul that they had not only @ half
hous available, but an boor to puoi this
on, and they gave us a prime time, from
8 1w 9 o'clock on a Sunday night. which
was the ideal opportunity to put on a
broadeast about South Afeica.

W put this hour on, and we had pro-
motion, and what happened? [t was
almost as if the housewife wst was
failed, becawse wo found our that there
really were not, so it woold seem, a log
of pecople in our viewing area interested
in the subect of South Africa. |hue whas
we] .o discovered was that the NBC
bruss Jcdid not come] in scoeaming, that's
the last time we'll every do anything
that doesn’t deal with what goes on
tipht in our community because the
prople are ot interested.

That, in 2 nutshell, is che experience,
and | guess thar, wo'ne not talking about
outright censorshipy in the sense of the
state controlled, and somebody saying
vou will oot covur this subject. But it
is what we are run by ofien, even on a
daily hasis. on rhe kinds of stories that
we do when we are trying 10 make the
case for a story on Africa.

As 1 guess it was said last night about
the recognizabiliy of African ieaders,
tha there wore enly two andd they were
Nelson Mandcli and E W deKlerk. And
after that, they sort of went off the
visibility level. Certainly in the
NEwsoOm if you try o do a story about
any other country, any other African
country except South Africa, you ame
mei with such a blank ook, Surving
childeen dos't matter. vducation doesn't
matter. Conceivably, if vou're going to
do an AIDS story, that mighes matter
Prcause there's cneugh sensationatism
in that to get it on the air if you can pin
it on sumeone ina country in Africa,
Then it perhaps might br a way of



covering the continent, 50 not coensor-
ship, por se, but we are run by ratings,
by who watches, by the documentation,

) — Why is it that in the African-
American community, there scems o ke
cuttuntl degenenation insofar as iden-
tification with Africa, and how can
African countries do more tw promoty
their own needs agenda in the Uindted
States?

JENKINS — ['m men sure that [ oneal-
Iy have any foemal answer for you, but
your question speaks o one of the
debates that is riging now within many
sorts of academic circles about what
kimcls of history 1o each. It is the kind
of «debate which looks at what we teach
our children within the public schools,
[ think one of the measons why the
younger gencration has oot claimued
really parts of Africa is that we have fail-
ed to pass on the knowledge and
history of much of the Thind World, and
most of our education in this country
has been, and still is, Eurocentric, As
long as it is, as Inng as it remains that
way, it's going to be very difficuit for us
1 teach our children world history and
world events. That, [ think, is really
whar ithe key is — that we need 1o start
icaching in the schools no: only
African-American  children, bt all
children. so that there's a sense that we
all shane in ibis world, thas we bave all
made a very significant sort of contriba-
tion o world socicty.

BETTY BAYE — I'd like tw say
something about the difficulty too that
Afcican-American journaliste have, in
our industry, in eying w tell the story,
nex just of Africa, but what's going on
in Black America, and a lack of interest
in our cditors and the repuation that
some of us hove gained, because we
want e write about, or sce things an
the air, where penple are oo interested.
1 mean thas's what you wik about a lot,
our own frusertion and why so many
African-American jourmalists ane leaving
the husiness because of the meism than
we face in our industry,

SCHECHTER — I've breen struck by
the peceptivity and interest in Africa
among bleck vouth in pariicular Some
years age the cultuml fasihion on the
steects of New York and in the inner

cities of America wis 0 wear gold
chains. & lot of those chains ane pone
now and poople are wearing African
mwdiallions, There s an idemificatdon;
there is an interest. The prolslem is that
our public educationil system is collap-
sing. I think African  intellectuals,
scholam, journalists, etectwera, have 1o
make more of a concerled cffori 1o
tirget the United Suaes, people wouald
be predisposed o be inereseed in what's
going on, in Africa, and particulacy the
African-American community. You can
het the lsmaeli government has done so
in this government, in creating 4 con-
stutuency  of baoth finencial support,
whiclh affects American  aid. and
cverything clse And 1'mjust stning the
tacts here. Alrican governmoents haven't
done so.

|Ahout  coverage of South Atrica
under restriction.] Our pesition from
the very heginning was that you could
cover South Africa, despite the media
restrictions, That the problem of censor-
ship was pot simply the problem of
some bad guys in Pretoria, but of news
manzgement and priorities of coverage
in the United Stues, There wone many
stories that were done that never nade
air, that were put on the shell in New
York for whatever reasons, Onee the
press restrictions [were lificel| the reality
O the fact was that the story went away
in TV erms, by nd large. Not overy-
where — sonwe networks wene better
thian others, and seme journalises were
bewer tham others, but as a whele, the
percepiion of what was happening in
South Africa declined, and it's declin-
ing once again, with CBS scaling back
its burcau; other networks likely w
follow. Whay we hecame advocates for
was aot any political parly or group or
anti-journalists, bur for more coverge
of South Africa, peopl: sho confirmed
their experience o us time and Bme
aguain, many of whom were afmid w go
on camera, boecause they didn't want o
criticize their own network, @lked tous
off the recond about their frostrations
amd their experiences in getting the
staory on the airn and convincing [net-
work officials] in New Yock that 300000
chiddren in prison jin Seuth Africa| was
a valid story vven though there wasn't

vioknce in he steects. 1 think distine-
tion has w be drawn between the ioent
il the compoieree and the conscious-
ness ol individual joucnalists who werne
rving 0 Jo a good job, and the ceality
hat they were dealing witl. People
who werne South Africans, like a fellow
who worked for Reutems, 1old me that
during the state of emergency, our
Law vers hecame our editons. Evenvthing
we write has to be passed through our
liwyers, There was a chilling effect;
there wiss seli-censomship. I wasn't nw
that made the statement, but Dan
Rather's producer, who wrote an articie
in The New York Times, and he said
there was virtual media appeasenent
going on in South Africa, that we
crmossedd (he line, NolL one American cor-
resprondent was thrown ot of Scuth
Africa to my knowledge.

I's not the same thing as the case in
Eastern Europe or in the Soviet Union.
There was 1 badge of honor for pushing
the limits. and it didn’t bappen in Soush
Africa. His conclusion was that if vou
van't do the joh, you shonld get cut. My
conclusion was, no, ge in there and
demonsimie that vyou ¢an cover the
BlOry.

[t waso't me that teok the risks, therne
were a lot of journalists in South Africa
that ook risks in a very hazy anea of
continuing to cover the story, and wo
were able wo eport it, and other journal-
ists were able o report it But 1 chink
it's unéair 10 sugEeest that we were atcck-
ing our colleagues. ¥We were trying w
strengithen our colleagues, and shoa
that there was interest in this story, wd
i demand for this stery, because jour-
naismm happens within a context, What
ECts on the air is 4 sct of priorities, it’s
the consciousness of the particular pro-
ducer, and the peopic on the desk.

I was with Josse Jackson in 1986, in
Harare, suwd wo interviewed the presi-
dent of Zimbabwe, president Mogabe
W were talking  aboui  Amcrican
military help, and Jesse Jacksom was
nutking the point that a Marshalt Plan
uf some kind was reeded for Africa and
wis suggesiing that Ziimbabwe should
gol military 2id from the United Suiges
iy defend dtself ageinst South Africa,
which had dropped bombs in Zambia
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six mwonths earlier, as part of its de-
stblization <ffort. | asked Mupabe,
waonld yeu be open e that? PR sadd, vou
kitow vou're the [imt persen who's
asked me that. Absolutely, And he made
A staternent, He said, 1 would welcome
militiry aid hecause we could diven aid
1o agriculure and cducazion and ather
things we need in our developmenc, [
thought it was 40 interesting story, and
I had it on wpe, and it was # good
sound biwe, 50 1 called New York, I
called the ABC forcign news desk, and
I gow one question from the editor there,
And it stopped me cold, ard it shue pe
up. And the question was, where is
Harre?

RAJ CHENGAPPA — In o democmcy
like: Ielia, whene we have L‘m‘nplclc stally
control of both tdevision and rdio
whereas the press s free, television
reaches 70 per cont of the peoplke, and
the pross meaches just abowt 16 per cent.
I ihink the press plays an imporcun role
in sustaining democracy, but how do we
support the clectmonic media? Wi is
the wiy we can break the stranglehold?
Where most of the people are being in-
Formed badly, or biascdly, by the state-
controlled media, and in no way pro-
moting democracy. 1 think some exam-
ples have come up. [ think Txanny’s
video, which [ suw the othber day, is a
groar cxample, My magzzine has also
launched a video magazine |on cassetics]
that tries 0 break the censorship. We
cover events live, Wi're constantly in
trouble, We showed 2 pay being killed
o kevision. We need o sappon these
kinds of programs, [n fact, the clection
richt now s being fought in India
through the electronic media. Uy not
the press. We're just covering the
SPCCHATOs.

What we do, it's 3 very complex
system at the moment wand the govee-
ment is enly getting wise 10 i now.
Uinder the law, all Glm, television and
radic is opun to censorship, S6 what we
have to do is subniit the casseties to the
goverment and the government then
uses his kind of control 1o delay our
progeam.

Yo are a monthly video and they
tave delayed it for a month or two
months if they Jdidn't like the progrum,

G2 Niciman Reports

[¥e] go w the press council amd get
them o release it, Then we would send
it out to libraries who would, of course,
in India because the picoy industry is
viery high, then make copics and circw-
L L all over In fact, it goes right down
o many ol the ste capitils, the disteicts
and parallel w that. India Today is not
the only magazine that's down there,
Witve found this whole indusicy that's
grown where you have the small pro-
ducers and the small guys who just
ke prugrams and add enter@ainment
and film and that kind of thing and sell
{t there. Africs is very simnilar o [India
in wrms of education, [n [ndia, scventy
per coni of people e oot educated and
its this electronic media thae will seeve
the purpose.

Oh. they may not have food to eat in
india, or, vou know, but they'll have a
television set. And they I have 2.00H)
rupies, which is the cost of 2 hlack and
white welevision set.

SCHECHTER — It's 1 gredt story.
When he says cassettes, iUs oot peaple
throwing stuff 1ogether . It's actual.
Therns a progoam called Newstrack
which has  investigative weporting
segneny, These are diskribuied 1through
videa stones and in some cases outsell
majer movics, ‘They Iave low-cost ren-
tils. People rent them and there's a trdi-
tion of communal viewsing. This boes
actually gorten around the closed nature
of the Indian television system and ics
an interesting model.

. . there is a very valuable resource
in Scuth Africa, the alicrnative media,
L can't claim a lot of our stories wene
heing reported in New Nation, in the
Weekly Mail, and the Sowcnin thar vou
did’t read in the New York Times, bt
|they] bad a much different approach
and a differem pemspective,

Qe very gharing onge gets us e the
quostion of coment and democraay. The
release of Nelson Mandela, Ted Koppel
stood in front of the Presidential
mansion in Cape Town and he said,
[deKlerk] is the Gorbachev of South
Africa, wonds o than effect, This is the
man that freed Mandela, The power is
heree The aliermative media in South
Atricu was suying that. in fact, Mandela
himselt had initined [his melease] from

within prison angl it neflected the move-
ment within the country which had
been building for several vears. The
democratic moverment, the  defiance
conpaigns and ipitatives that were
actwally  tappening from within the
movenment, not from outside the moyve-
ment, [na sense, the image would be
that Mandela released Mandcla, if vou
were looking for the headline on it wn
seme wiy. 105 a very differend story, It's
i buttom-ugp approach o journadisin, It's
an inside-out approach rather than an
outside-in approach.

Wi can learn from African journalists
and journalists from other countries,
Czechoslovakin or anywhere clse, by
trying o find ways w see what's in their
meclia and how they inerpret their own
situation, and by ceporting that, we
might get a better [ix on things.

.. it’s true that 1he Mandela
coverage tended 10 mythologize the
man, 4nd in a sense obscure and not
really wlk ahout the politics of his
movenet and concrete contradictions
and reatities thar werne going on there,
The next story inevitably became does
the hero have teet of clay? And we'n:
paing te chip away at that and show
that he's ool what we  basically
presented him as being, ABC World
News ‘lonight did a picce on Mandelz
which wis 2, people-don’t-like-him
kind of story, Bui they interviewed
people who were in other poditicai
oEnizations withoue really identifying
who they were; the picee was @ lintle
confusing in that respect, bug there
lusi't beer very much  folow-up
coverage. That's true of not just South
Africa, but a lot of stories.

NDEFOR — If the question is what
can now b covercd in South Africa
hecause there is that complicated situa-
ticn, then my answer will be thut of
course there is 2 very complicated situa-
tion ire South Africa. Thoere is 2 wide
coverage of the Winnic Mandela (rial.
QK. we don't say she's right or wrong,
but - if we look at what is happening
in South Africa at the same time — a
depuey official of the government who
is bing accuscd of murder. That s not
being given coverdge. Our view is that
the South Alrican media and the foreign



media should, in fact, try o get o
hotiem of the issues instead of pecking
in places within the whole political
issuc in South Africa. [ also sakes me
10 the question of the violence that's
going on in South Africa. [ read a paper
yesterday in Londem and what 1
gathered is that well, the black on biack
violence  was  continuing in South
Africa. AN I'm saving is there should be
an aternpt w get Jeep o what s io fact
happening in South Africa and not
cxplain the violence in a very simplistic
way. It's a situation wheeby forcign
journalists can try and find oui from the
relevant people in South Africa whae is
in Bact interesting a the particelas ume,
With relovant people I mean, maybe the
victiims of the violence that they would
tell you exactly whao is aoacking them.
i'm not blaming them, but whiat bas
happened is that most journatists have
relicd on press releases feom the South
African police or on the B ¢'clock news
of the South African  Hroadcisting
Corponation. the TV ..

VIVIAN LOWERY DERRYCK — |
want to go back te the guestion about
building a constitueney tor Africi 1 just
returned from a conference in Abidjan
which hrougbt together about 500
Americans ancd afcicans, the predomi-
nance Of the Americens being black.
This was a direct effort 1o buikl a con

stitnency for Africa beiween Africans
and Black Americians. There  werne
chowsands of camers theee, CONIN wis
there and I'm assuming sone of the net-
warks. Amd none obf (hat, as tar & ]
understand, was ever playved oo televi-
sion here in the United States, The prine
COVCTARL was very, vory limiwed, mayhe
three or four articles. S0 the question
is, what is cequired for this 1o be on
wlevision in the $nited siates? [ mean,
here you have the most eminent civil
rights leaders in the United States, you
have issues OF debt that are discussed,
You hive six African prsidents, ganted,
not the fargest African staws, bug you
don't see anything about this in the
United Scuwes. 5001 said thae it was a clear
Failur: of Black Americans 1o make their
case known, Bug ' not suee that that’s
not to¢ much of an indicunent of us,
And then secondly, did chis get any
COVCRRE 0N 4oy African networks or in
any  African papers outside of Cowe
d'Evoire? S0 that's my question and
tat's my indiciment,

KOVACH — [ think you've touched
one of the most impoceint poings about
what makes news in this counry. Ard
I'm not sure [ realiy know, but I've got
somw ideas and ['d like to tey them out
on you and I'd like you 1o think abowt
them. ¥What souched them off was see-
ing the Presidens of Turkey on the

Birinkley show mone often thanr a black
ofticial. Well, abow Ave or six yeans ago,
the Turks were concerned aboar their
lack of image in America. They hired
Frank duankivwicz, who is a1 furmer
Pruss Secretury to Bohby Kennedy. whaoe
is nowy in public relations and asked him
how in the world the “Turks couldd get
i bewer break on American wlevison
and in the American medin. And he
said. oh, well thats simple. Go back
iabout four generations  and  semd
thousianrds of Turks w live in the United
States and their grndehildeen will see
that you get wn the air This may be the
most simplistic thing in the world, a0l
I may be wlhing you something you
atrcady know, but muost blicks in chis
country Jdon't know who their /elatives
are huck home, A Polish chind geneni-
tion resident of Chicigo knows wheo his
great grandaddy was back in Poland,
And the minute something lappens
Inck in Poland, he lets the system, the
news medin, the government, cvery-
baely in his own know that hc's
interested in knowing what's going on
in Poland. And ic’s not so much that
while democrcy is moede atnelive 1o
journalises i chis country than black
demaocnicy, it's that the whites in this
country who came from Polund od
Crechoslovakiz koow what's going on
ek there

Legal and Constitutional Issues

One of the peings that we have been
making all dav in the virious sessions
that we've had is the role of the consti-
tution in actually  protecting  pross
freedoms. e have focused quite a bit
oy the nations within Africa, bur 1 think
this is an issue that has 2 lot to do with
the developing press in Faswern aod
Cenel Furope, as well. 1 want to ask
& number of questions before we go on
to other members of the panel.

One is whether the BLS model is the
model that is most appropriite for the
nations in Eastern Europe, in Central
Europe and throughout parts of Africa,
The other issue is whether there neceds

Tom Morgan

1o be a prety detiiled press Liw, [5 no
press Low beter than o press law that
can be defined as overly restrictive? Cer-
fainly within countrics in Easiern and
Centeal Farope. thenes i great debate as
tx how should the press be restricted.

The other point that 1'd like us o
think ahout is the role of the individoal
within society versus the necds of
society itself o get cerntin kinds of
infermation teld, vertain poings made.
I raise that boeeause thoere wis a refuoenoe
made on one of the pancks this mom-
ing about how the proess in some African
nations focuses on the needs of people
whao live in the nvighborhood or peo-

ple within 3 sociclty cather than the
nceds and the rights of the pemson. [
think that we need we think abour that
hecause the notion i this country is
very different. We temd 10 focus more
on the needs of the individual or the
rights of the individual within ihe
context or the framework of the rights
of socicty at lame

Terry McGuire

['s essential when ooking at the Jsse
thag governs the operation of the press,
especially the printed press, o cecognizae
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the importance of the  ceonomics
involved in mainining an independent
and feee press. We, in fact, in our
association have 2 mission stawement.
and it always had been jo advance the
cause of a free press. A couple of vears
age our bourd of directors added that
it was essential tha newspapens main-
tain the economic independence neces-
sary to preserve that free press. 1 think
those wo are really ingertwined in
werms of preseeving, in the end, freedom
of the press.

When we @k about the law and
government #nd  constitutions  wicth
respect to freedom of the press, it's an
casy matter when we're alking about an
individual country. It's a much more dif-
ficuit matter when we'ne trying oo ralk
on a continent-wide basis o a negion-
wide basis. There meally is oo intero-
tional law of freedom of the press.
There are several covenants and the
universal declaration of human rights
that exisi out there, Countrivs have sign-
ed them. We have mueely mueified many
of themr heee. They have a0 ot of
qualificrs, and in fact, you're going 1o
sce a debale emerge, in the next couple
of monihs in Washingion about
whither the United Suites should maify
a couple of those coveoants. They have
ennugh holes in them o drive most of
what we foughr For in this courtny over
the Tast 200 years solidly through them
and outl the other side. Some of the
words that were mentioned this morn-
ing about detending public order and
public good are in some of those con-
venangs that have come out of the
United Nations. | think there ame reasons
w0 be quire concerned ahout them.

I do think that we're at a high point
with respect 0 2 recognition of freedom
of the press,

It was only a short time ago that
many of us were involved in a debate,
with UNESCO. That was not a pleasant
houschold word among free  press
aficionados in the United States and
clsewhere, There was an awful lot of ink
that was spread over oewsprint in this
country and elsewhere  criticizing
UNESCO for its cfforts 10 shackle the
free press in Africa and throughout the
devetoping world gencrally, The Sovicis,
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of course, werne involved in a large part
of that. The Fuer is, that UNESC(Y has,
despite our involvemcont in it any longer,
done quine a remarckable tuen-arcund
and only last February conducted o
conference in Paris on behalf of
frecdom of the press in Baswern and
Ceniral Furope, and that was followed
up by ather UNESCO actions, Just this
week, UNESCO, various other Unied
Nations agencics, our own international
puhlisher’s association. are <o-
SPUNSOTING a program in Namiba, the
very fimr cominent-wide conference
sponsorcd by UNESCO and free press
ompaniztions dealing with an indepen-
dent press, and the ways in which that
independent ptess ¢an he advanced in
Africa,

There are a lot of issues relating 1o
freedom of the press that move from
that international sphwere (o the national
level, That has always been wherne the
action has been in the United Stues.
And it has been indeed where [ see the
action today and continuing on into the
future in all of the countries is both
Eastero and Central Evrope and in
Atfrica.

One of the things tha's always struck
me is that we've tended to ook at the
comiinens of Africa or eventhing in
tormerly Eastern or Central Europe as
soeme sort of andifferentiaed mass of
people and coorirics with no reab dif-
terences among them. When we get
down to the level of what the law is and
what constitutions say and how rights
get enforced and how people anc able
ey practice jourmatlism and the news-
paper business and carry out broad-
casting. those differences become
whsolutely critical. We naad 10 mecognize
them and g treat cach situation on its
own, There are some comman prin-
ciples thae are worth talking abous. hut
I think whoen it comwes 10 looking after
press frecdom inindividual countries,
we have to po the exira mile o look at
what the situation is in that country,
what its legal history is, for example.

[n Africu, it you take into account the
entire continent, there ane probibly half
a dozen principal legal systems that
wene cither imposed upon the countrics
within the continent or grew up within

it. The ones Fve always rended to focus
an are the differences between French-
speaking Africa and English-speaking
Afeicit The question of enforcement of
rights and the esmblishment of press
freedom flows differently in France than
it does in England, and thercfore it
flows very diffesently in a coumry that
comes from French rule versus oo that
has come from English colonial history
in Africi. Those things are absolurely
essemial to keep in mind, Lot mi¢ just
say a word ahout Mr Jmanyara, We
have, through our inwernational
crganizaiion, awirded him the golden
pen of freedom, which is genenlly the
highest award that can be given within
the newspaper pubishing husiness each
year, He's schoduled to receive dhat in
May and | wrote |the Kenyan] Ambas-
sador sayving basically he had two
choices; he could either demoenstrie
that Kenva was prepared o commit
itself to freedom of the press and relcase
Mr. [manyara, or he would have several
hundred  newspaper  publishers in
Athens in June taking a very negative
picture back 1o their readers and o their
countrics. 1 think we need o continue
to puc 2 lot of pressure on hin.

One of the inteneseing things about
the way the law works, like the situa-
tion here in the UTnited Scees, in a coun-
ey like Keoya, is that [ wrowe w the
Ambassador last October on behalf of
Mr Imanyara, and T said, look, I'm upset
about this, We're ali upset about the fact
that he's been arrested and charged.
What wc'd like to know is, why <hid yvou
do this? Wed like to give vou a chance
to explain why you did it. And he wrote
back, and his letier wlks about the fact
that the aricles in the paper were
clearly meant ) incise the poblic against
their popularly clected aod legitimate
government. that Mr Bmanyar had the
aim of creating chaos and despondency.
And that government had little choice
hut 1o proseribe it in order to maintin
and cnbance  public security  and
sinooth operation of good government.

I faxed this ¢ Mr Imanyar's fax
muchine in Nairobi, and immcdiarely
|received] a note saying, thank God
somehody has finally told me why
have heen arrested. ke was the fimst time



that the Kenyan government had ever
put un paper what i was that they were
charging him with, which I find
absolutely astounding. I's something
we wonuldn't long live with here in the
States. but there vou have it.

Lot me just comment on one other
ihing, It goes 10 the point that 1 made
initially ahout publishers and journalists
and alt. The fct is that, bere in the
United Swates, one can say that we have
the First Amendment, and it siys Con-
gress shall make uo law. And therefore
we have no Lows, Well, that's oot exactly
true. Because if you lock a the news-
paper husiness 25 a business, there is a
lon of law. There are a loe of suruces,
there are a lot of regalations that govern
the aperations of newspapers, whether
it be somoething as simple as postal res,
or the employment of kids under six-
teen in delivering newspapcers. | mean,
that’s federal rcgulation that goveros
how young kids can go out on the street
and deliver newsprpers in the morning.
So we do have a lof of law. itU's just thag
it virually always happened here that
the law has eoded w promote freedom
of the press. We've had fights about
some Of those pnuvisions over the yeam,
ard continue o have some dispuries.

But wheo we talk about a lot of the
law in Eastern and Ceniral Europe and
Africa, the fact is that those same laws
relate to the import aod expor: of
newsprint, things that relate w wxzion.
W have mxes io this country that mnge
no higher — there @re a couple of ¢x-
ceptions with a few major cities, hue,
you know, 10 per cent is about all we
tend to rx things ampund the United
Soapes. Weil, it's 0of unconumon Wy see
mxes inposed in other countries of 20,
25, 30 per cent — things that we would
view as crippling with respect to the
operation of newspapers in this country.
There are laws that grant monopolics in
Eastern and Centeal Europe. One of the
ones that we encountered when we
ook a trip there is the whole issue of
the postal and distribution monopoly.
Those Laws that give the government
control over those suns of things that,
£ me, are as imporani in the end as 1o
whether there's going to be troe
freedem of the press as any provision

that savs that anybody can say anything
they want 1o say. Because if you put into
constitutional or into seiutory form the
tact that someboddy has ol freedom of
expression, and then you move 0 the
rext collection of laws in thae particukir
country, =ard il says, but only the
government post office can distribuec
what anybody puts on papor you
haven't got much of a right protected in
the counse of things, $o [ think those
Lws are imporunt,

I guess in the end, what [ would say
is what I'm hoping 10 do i the develop-
ment of law in Africa. T think we've got
a lot of lawyers out there in the
newspaper and other media business io
this country who would he anxious and
willing 1o help work on some of the
develepments in law, in legishdive and
regulatory law in lastern and Central
Europe and in Africa. B'd like to sost of
ihrow open the idea that owuyhe it
would e worth trving @ put together,
not a newsprieg haok necessarily, but
maybe a kawyer bank o see if owe
couldo't provide, not a way w do i,
because cach country, [ belicve fiemly,
has got o decide how o approach these
issue on its own in the end, but certinly
to the extent the American expericnce
is useful, is a helpfual guide, is something
nobody should ful to endemtined before
they go and write a law governing
freedom of the press in another couniry.
There are some things that we couid
mitke available that might very well
prowve usclhul.

Makau Mutua

Any discussion on press freedom in
Africa must hegin with acknowledg-
ment that press treedom is & legal right
under domestic w. That it is not a
privilege that is conferred npon by ihe
sate, but is indeed a right — that is
owed to the peeple by the stiwe, Under
interoagional low, press frecdom s g
human righs theough the various cove-
nants that bave been passed. in parti-
cular I'm thinking of the interpational
coversti on civil and potitical cighits.
These ane legal rights. And egal rights
do not exisi in and of thesnselves, Legal
rights grow out of a cultore. A political

and economic and 2 legal cultere that
respects diversity, Respects difforenee,
And allows the expression of diffecent
views.

The history of Africa, such as it is, is
not one that has developed in time, in
living memory 25 tar as [ know, or
expericnced this culture of olemnce.
You can go back, as far back in history
as you wish, and particularly in the
modern et we had several centuries of
colonizlism in some countries Lsting
300 years a8 in Mozambigue or Angokl,
Or other countries, such as Kenva,
Llasting about 7O yean. [o the colonial
stue, the right to express oneself was,
nf course, denied. Because the cihos
which drove the master wias to maxi-
mize the exploitition of the natocal and
personal esources of the colonial. Wi
arvived te the independence decace in
the fate 30 and "O0s, without 2
tredition of tolerance,

s, there was resisiance. As the
cxamples in Kenya will tell — for exam-
ple. the Mae Mau ressted.  Within
Angokl and Mnozambique there was
resistiinee — but thene was oo olerance,
When the colonial stare was replaced by
the independent state, there was wicr
cuphorig in Africa ahowt change and
what was expected. And the people
boped a oew dawn had come o pass
and chat good povernment would be
established. Thar the government would
be a govenument ofF kw and not of .
[t would he a government thar would
have an accountable cxecative, woukd
have an intcrmal judiciary, and would
have a legislatuee that was foecly cecied.
This is what the people of Atrica hopad
for — 30, 40 years ago. This <did ot
happen. By the mid-"66s, the political.
ceonemic and morl bunkrupicy of
African suies has come to the fere

The evidence of this bankrupiey
cssentizlly was a combination ol the
creation of @ one-party stre. And under
the one-panty stie, all basic freedoms
as we know them widay — expression,
ASSOCELION,  press, cssembly  —  was
oppressed and denied. Under the one-
party state, millions of Africans have
been killed, have heen torored, or have
been exiled w other coumtries. Then the
changes in Easiern Forope began to take
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place. Beginning in 1987, "88 and. as
wildl, i South Africa. The African stites.,
wsed o opet a2 lot of comfort; both
philosephical, material and  political
comton from the Eastern Buropezn one-
PUrty S,

The story is told in Zaire of
Ceaucescu, being taken by Mobutu e go
to hunt in Goma, and Bukabu, And how
the preple of Zaire developed a panllel
between the two names — Aobutu-
cecesct and phnved word games with
those names. Then Coducescu s
exceuted. The media in Zaire blacked
out the news of the execution. But the
people found out, because they lisien o
Radio France internaonal, They listen
to the BRC. they listen 1o VOA. They
found out. And a process that bas
become irreversible began, in Laire,
Mobute was foreed 10 anoounce some-
thing ¢alled, Consultation Populaire
or Popular Consutttion — in which he
went around the country soliciting the
necds of the people abouwt what form
of government they wanied. This
scenario was repeated time and again
across the continent, Even in Kemya, the
gevermment of President Daniel anp-
Mot institured  a review commitie,
whose purpese wis 1o go arwnd the
country  agdin soliciting  vicws  and
recommend  changes within  the
PATTY -»TdIes.

Througout this currenr enewal,
throughout this democratic rengissance
that is sweeping throngh Africa today,
severl factors come o the fore, Numbcer
one, what are the people asking for?
The: people are asking tor the samie
things that they were asking for
independence. They are asking once
again for an accounble executive, They
are asking for the cight of the people 1o
hold the leadership accountable. They
are asking for 4 government of Taw and
tol man. The various debates that have
uthen place. theoughtour Africa — s
I'me sure vou have noticed this — have
henefited substantially  from  lawyens,
The stocy is repeated time aod again

Now the questicn thae we are heing
asked 10 address iy the media 2nd the
law. The media in Africa. And 'm try-
ing 1o put torth e vou the pereepton
that the freedom of the medi cannot
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exist absent this political and  legal
culture of accountability. The problem
in Africa has not been the egal
instruments that we  have inherieed.
Look at, for cxample, the Kenyan Con-
stitution, [t goarantees 3 wicke mnge of
basic rights. 1t has 1 Bill of Rights. And
those rights are ideal, Dot whene bas the
COURtrY gOOC wWrong in suppressing the
Bill of Rights? The Parliameni, which is
a rubber-stamp parliament, bus passed
legiskation. which in essence, conirs-
verws the Constitution. Legistaton tha
contravenes the Bill of Rights. For
example, Section 2A of the Kemyan Con-
stitution, as amended, says that, there
can be no other parcty but Section 8 of
the Constitution says, that ook, vou
have the right of assocition and
assembly, A clear contradiceion, Bu the
judiciary in Kenva is not independent
and therefore the judiciary cannot hold
unconstituticnal this particular amend-
ment of the constitution.

1 am saving that in onder for feedom,
including of the press, o be upheld and
i be sustzined, these three forms of
government must be informed and must
develop out of 4 cultuee of wlecince
There is naway vou can seck press
fricdom in isolation from these other
factors. The freedom of the press would
not exist unless the conditions for the
creation  of responsible and good
guvernment exisis, That is why roday
the move towards multipartyism in
Africa, the right of a prople o freely
choose their leadership., is crucial in 1be
process.

There have been a4 few  legal
developments in Africa regarding press
frecdom which are interesting, Beoause
the press is going e be called vpon o
scl and define the agenda for the 2151
Century of Africn [n Zambia fst vear
President kannda for the fime time
agreed 1o give in tooa competitive
political process. He agreed that other
groups and individuals could form and
ampganize publicly, political partics to
appose his own political pany. This was
aher numerons, nussive demaonsictions
acmss the country which attracted up-
wantds of SU0-0C D0 peaple in L coun-
try or seven or eight million peaple.

One of the things that Kaunda did,

after legatizing political partics, was 10
ban the government-owned media from
reporiing on the activities of the Move-
muent for Multi-Party [democracy, of the
MMD. The Liwyers for MMD went o
Lusaka High Cours and fled a petition
asking the court o declare unconstitu-
ticmal President Bawunda’s ban on The
Times newspapers of Zambia, which
includes The Tinws of Zamhia and the
ZNBC, of Zambia National Broadeasting
Corponuiun, from covering the MMID,
Twoy weeks ago the Lusake High Coure
held, i a fint for Africa, that Presicdens
Kanndi's ban on these instrumenes of
mass media, on covering the activities
of the oppositien political parties was
unconstitutional.

This is a first for Africa. [t has never
happencd anywhere betore. The court
held that the state has 0o right 1o usce
publicly financed institutions for
politicid purposes w the exctusion of
other citizens, This wias 2 concept that
if the public finances the media. then
the public surcly must use the media
And the state cannot deteeming and can-
nut dicgue thar eoly it can use the
mwdia. I think the Zamhia example is
instructive and [ ihink it's a milestone
for press frecdom in this age,

[ think that orher advocaws for
change, wnd for press freedom in Africa,
ought o caplone ways of exproiting
particular scenario experience o the
advanuge. Obviously it appears that the
High Court in Zambia was quiwe
courageous, and that may not be true,
of coune, in Cameroon and efsewhere,
But ! think at lcast the challenge ought
o he mounicd.

The other councry that [ would like
i0 talk ahout just brictly is Zaire, T wemt
1o Zaire for the first time in August 89
This was before Ceaucescu was killed.
And this was befere anvone would want
1o spoak o you in the strects of Zaire
because no one koew who you were, If
they were seen speaking to you they
wore liable o be dewined or disappear.
[ wus there on a fact-finding mission.

Wi manmged. with o few people who
went underground amd @ few lawyem,
10 teick down a few people, Some of
the people we tracked down were
reporiers from an independent nevws-






o justice here?

1 don't know what the right way is.
1am not 2 lawyer All the same, the Law
Commission recommended that Defore
this Bill of Rights is acieally turned ingo
law the governncnt should revicw all
Evws that would be in conflict with this
Bill of Rights. That is why we ended up
in this task force, looking at the Las
then resericted the media, We looked at
maee than 80 laws. Each one had some
sort of restriction on the media.

There was one, for instance, thag, is
related to tissue donations. It says vou
cannot identify a donor, nor can you
identify the person whin gees the dom-
tion. There is the Police Act, 2 whuole
law, that tesiricts our reporting on
police action, We have not been able 1o
write ahout police torturing people, Wi
have not been able to write aboul what
happens when people are detained
uncler Scction 6 of the jermnism Act.
Wi have not been able o write anything
about the Seuth African police that is
worih reading. There is the Prisons Act,
which says you may not write about
what happcns in prison ualess vou van
prosve that it is srac, There is the Defense
Act that says yYou iy not write anvthing
about the movermnents of troops, about
the activities of troops. ete., et; which
gives the army a whole ares o openue
in sConecy.

Wo went very systematically through
these laws, and we said cach one of
these needed w0 be amended. Now
these arc litle bigs and picces within
bigger faws, S0 you can imagine what
the Jaw mukers an: going through now,
trying 1o extract these linde bits and
picces from bigger laws, and trving o
get the whole jigsaw puzzle muking
SCNSC.

The Bill of Rights had also cised very
seripus problems. The blick liberution
movements are saying, you don't dezal
yourself the aces fiest, then invite other
people w join you in 2 game of cards.
A very particular example: the govern-
menl s saying it is going o repeal the
Land Act, it is going w epeal the Group
Areas Act. People will be able o buy
land wherever they want to buy land.
The prohlem is there ane very few
indigenous Africans who can afford to
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huy that land. 50, we have rin into
problems with the Bilt of Rights,

The gesceroment basn't aced  on
estrictions on the media, The only
thing that it has done, it has lificd the
sate of emergency. It has lifted some
nestrictions on the: mediag, bur noe ol
restrictions. And immediarely they lified
the siate of emergency, the intermational
committee applauded that particular
act, They felt that de Klerk was in fact
moving forward. And that has been the
crux of our prohlem, that de Klerk is
passiog out concessions that don't
threawen whie privilege and power,
Bvery timse he docs this, the ineerns-
tional commuuity applauds. when, in
Fact, the system remains essentially the
sne.

Lp to 1this point we haven’'t had any
subssteutial negotiations on the Constitu-
tion. All the dJiscussions hetween the
ANC and the govermimernt have heen on
creating i climate conducive 1o negotia-
tions. [n these @alks about dalks, the ANC
has given away almost everything, oven
bufore the subsiantive negotiations sart,
[t has suspended the armed struggle and
de Klerk has heen able w erode the
sanctions cumpdign, simply by giving
these hits and picees of concessions. By
the time we actually sie down o
negotiate we will have absolutely no
leversge to use, 1'm sure cach and ¢very
ome of us Knows negotidtions is 4 gane
of power You don't go into negotiations
when you don't have power 20 back
yOu.

The question would then he, what
does de Kierk inwnd doing? My pet-
somal view is he's looking at a morc
sophisticated way of reaining white
power, white privilege. White South
Africa has come a leng way. They can
affond to give concessions. They can
afford to do away with the grosser
legislation, apartheid legisleion. But at
the same time ey will sill be able 1
keep their cconomic poweer and they
will seill be able to control the country
hecause of their cconomic base. [Eis in
this context thae the modia bave to act.

T will echo what was said earlices, thart
the majorily of the publications in
Suuth Africa ace behind B W, de Klerk.
Tht black community s very little to

say. Let me pat it another way, Almaost
all 1the publications are owned by
whites. 1 worked for a bluck newspaper
that is owned by i white company. That
is why we ¢an boast of bing the second
biggest newspaper in the country.

The few utempts ai getting # black
publication flounder beeause there is no
advertising for black publicagions and
the whole structure of apartheid is
designed in such a way that those
publications cannot succeed. There is
1o way that the infernatjonal communi-
iy is going 1o continue pouring money
into publications that cannot sustin
themselves. 5o the black community is
without it's own medium. The inter-
national community has been seduced
by de Klerk, And, as far as everybody
is concernad, the South Adrican story is
dead because FW. de Klerk is making
progeess. But for my mother, for the
women in my street. then is no pro-
gress, They starve, A child can s1ill nos
£ &0 the white private schools that have
vven been reopened and for them apar-
theid is alive and is kicking.

MORGAN — Can we depend upon
the Courts in some: CAscs, N SOMme coun-
trics, o help, sort of protect an emerg-
ing free press?

MUTUA — 1 think so. What T was
giving was # generdl scenario. We have
specific countries in which the courts
have 2 traddicion of 2 cerlain degree of
independence, and T mentioned Zambia
as one case. Those people who have
been demined without chamge can
challenge detention befon: the courts.
People have been released in the paste.
But that isn't 4 unique situation. In
Nigeria you have a fairly stmong judictary
that has in the past depended on poess
freedom. Even in Kenya, you know,
Gitobu Imanvard's publication, when
banncd for the fist ume, applicd for an
imjunction in the high court and got it,
Fhe centeal issue that [ am concerned
with is that, all these loopholes in
Nigena and in Zambiz and in Kenya Jo
not and capnot  guarantee  press
freedom. They're seill relying on the
gratitude of one good judge, in a bench
thac is rolen for the most part. If your
case happened 10 go 10 the wrong
jucdge, then, you know, that’s it for you.



BETTY BAYE — T just want to say
rhat listening this morning a lot of whi
vou have 10 bring aboot Altican leader-
ship is bad news, 1t's sorg of the way a
Lt of black Americans feet, There are
things that they want w0 tatk about in the
family and not o put that out for puhlic
consumption, hecause then people ose
that 10 prove the point that you cannot
govern yoneself., Whether it's in South
Africa showing the ballots, or in Kenya
the repression of the journaliscs. [t jost
seermns fike a tremendous dilemma, IF s
written about in Furope, that people ane
repressing  press  frecdosns or the
freedom of the people, it is more like
an abermation. [o Africa it is seen as
almost genctic that you just are cut of
centrob. S0 we have this dilernma of
wanting t raise these issues and at the
same time understanding thae what i
also brings atong is the notion th
Africa is out of comrol.

MCGUIRE — My letter w the
Ambassador was addrussing that very
poing, Because what T said o Rim Jast
week was, CLook, M imanyvar is going
1o get this awared and if he is not let o
of jail 1o go 0 Athens whene the award
15 to be given the first week in June,
there is going to he a lot of very, very
had publicity about Kenya, about your
government. abowt it's contempt for
freedom  of expression, freedom of
speech. On the other hand, if you will
let M Imanyara out of jail, and let him
g to Athwens 1o receive that award, it is
going to reflect very positively on your
country and on it's witlingness to accept
and protect dissene”” [ do think thas
there have & number of situations whene
good things have happened. My guess
is that the conference in Namibii is nol
guing to gut very much atention despite
LTNESCC and other best efforts and yet
that's a wery good neows story about
Africa. Because people do tend 1o think
that the African press is going 1o be
thought to be one that isn't worth very
much and certainly doesa’t have moech
independenee. MWell this meeting in
Namihia this week is fundamentally
dedicated 0 the idea thaw there is a
temendous amounte of independence
among the African media, and a tremen-
dous opportunity for growteh in senving

readers in individual countries.

A — Lt me just say that [ know no
one who s interested in issues, of
managing, objectively, who's not upset
by the T8, medin and it's coverge of
Africa. 1 do not know anyone of moot
conscience, whoe is not uopset. The
classic story about Africa, has 1o he
about famine. as to be aboul mepres-
sion, Has to b about Killings of animats.
The story of Africa secking to baild their
uwn societies is not being told by any-
one. And te that extent [ think we have
a right to ask of the Wostern press and
the 1.5 press in particular o be more
responsible in reporting about Africa.
There™s just no guestion about that. At
the same time of course, [think it's very
imporant that the storics abowut what
was going un in Zaire with the killings
of stoelents and  incarveration must
come oul oo, There has w0 be a hal-
anced covenage of these issues.

A — Can | just mentien one incident
that got me very angey last week? There
was 9 very historic mecting likely w
change the tuture of Scuth Africa, a
meetng boetween the ANC [African
Natomal Council] and the PAC [Pan
Africunist Congress| in Hazare, The most
that thai meeting got in the media here
in the Undted Scces was a linge inz story
about Winnie Mandela's case. [t just
said, V'Nelson Mandela was not at the
trizl because he was al @ meeting in
Hamre! It dida't even look at the
historical importance of that mecting.
I don’t think American reades have 1
different sense of news than South
African readers or than English nraders.
But the British publications do a much
mare decent job of covering Souih
Africa, essentially. 1 don't know about
the st of Africa.

EKPU — Though there are some
good laows being passed, these Tws are
being violated, or the government vses
extra-legal methods o ciccumvent the
law, T just want to poing oot that in some
of the countries, Nigeria is an example,
the government adlso uses cven legal
mwans 1o Circumyent that law. You kave
a situation when many miliary govern-
ments come o power. It suspends the
comstitution and cules throwgh cdict or
decress, Somewhere slong the line it

finds out that these cdicts and decrecs
are noet an order. Somebody wkes the
government to court. The government
quickly announces another edict or
decree, ousting the jurisdiction of the
courds, In other words, you take the case
to ceurt, You feel that the constitution
or the kews protect vou and you go there
ancd the judge says, “Oh my hands and
feet are tied.” This is happening repu-
larty. They use the law o also circum-
vent it, to make sure that your rights arc
chrcumvented,

That's what they did to Imanyar.
What they did was to arcest him on 2
sedition charge, because the sedition
law is so widely framed thar it's over-
broad, and ambygoous. 8o they can use
that to lock you up. That's a lepal
method, to suppress press (recdom,

A — [o fagr, right now, thene ane mone
than 2 dozen cases in court in Nigeria,
Nigerians like 10 go to conrts, [n atmost
all cases we do realize that the case is
not going o go anywhere. The judge
will say, "Oh, niy bands are tied.”

Those who wke the cases w court
hank on the face that the pross will he
able to report those cases. At least there
is some bit of propaganda valuce from
the trial itsclf. And. then the issue would
b capitalized. because the press repons
it. [ emember an incident in 1989, The
governmeni had thig law <ailed the
Cprefone” [tosaid thar you  cannot
publish the truth it it's going to bring
the government ar any of it's panticulars
inte  disrepute. Two  reporiers were
actually jailed for ong year, They wrowe
a repon which the government thought
brought it into diseepute, And what was
itz That the government had posted
some ambassadors O sOme COuntrvs,
The governmeni then climinaed one of
the men and the hoys get it wning. The
government  said  this  report had
published a false report which  wits
intended 1o emibarmss the government
and s on, The two eportens served a
tern.

In fact it was the fincst hour for the
press in some tngic sense, Because the
jaiting of those hovs liberated the press
in Nigeria. They puablished a ot of
outrageous things aboul the government
and the government couldn’t do any-
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thing abhout it at the time. Gne of these
things thar they wrow abour was that
a4 high-ranking military official had
stood in somebody’s way. The govern-
ment couldn't jril evervhody, So there
was  this wuse of ibat kind of
psychelogical situation w put pressure
on the government.

Q — I thought that M McGuire
might have some thoughas particutarly
on whar the American newspaper in-
dustry might do, or might be deing, in
order o sort of help people get off the
ground.

Q — When vou a2nswer that can you
talk about what's being done for the
press in Central and Easiern Eunge as
well as what's being done for the press
in Africa?

MCOGUIRE — [ think there's trenwen-
dous vpportunity here and 1 den't
know quite what button to push. ['m
hoping that people like Bill Kovach and
Tom Winship can figure oui how to
help us do it It's the idea of the twin-
ning ur the sister or brother newspaper
relattonship. it's been tricd once only in
a serious way, anywhere in the world
0 which I'm aware, and that was he-
tween The 5t Petesherg Times, and a
newspraper in Nairobi, ['ve not checked
with the people in 51, Perersherg o
know whether it continues in effect or
not, but I sense it's gone, They semt
some peopte back and forth and did a
few things. but [ don't think they guite
had it set up or it was their intention o
develop it in a glohal way. My thought
has heen for some time, 2od there are
a few people who seem to agree with
the idea, that what we need w0 do s to
hegin to get some eonc-on-one relation-
ships set up that would allow for a
newspaper in South Africa or in Nigeria,
or in Bucharest or in Prague or any
place really in any of those regions, an
oppurtunity for newspapers to hook
themsclves topether and he able o alk
a2bout sime of the common issues and
problems.

We had a0 inwresting discussion in 3
managemers program last September in
Budapest with the advertising director
of one of the largest newspapers in
Budapyest, He had never seally thought
to himself why PanAmerican Airways

70 Nicman Reports

would ever want to advertise in his
acwspaper. And yer, PanAm serves
Budapest. He camne into the mecting
saving., © W don't have any advertising,
how ace we over going to suppeort
ourselves?” T ehink that is best done on
4 One-on-ong basis,

To further answer your question
ahout swhat we'ne doing in both regions,
we'ne trying o focus 1o the maximum
extent possible on helping associations
similar to ours, More and more we're
irving to be an associztion of news-
papers regacdiess of who the owner or
the pemson holding the publisher titie is.
What we're trying to do is w0 help assoc-
iations of newspapers get themselves
started in hoth regions, We'd like to try
to establish some brother-sister associa-
tion relationships beeween some of
those national assaociations in Africa and
Eastern Ceneral Europe and some of the
stite associations in this country.

Q — Then's @ 1ot of wik today ahout
— w¢'re ot covering demogracy in
action in Africa — which I have no
doubts about. I'd love to hear from
some of the Africans, where are some
good stories on democracy in action?

A — The political map in Africa over
the pase year has changed dramarically,
Beginning fint of ali the ¢lection beld
in the Tvory Coast. That is nne story that
could have been told. In Zaire today.
incredible process is tking place where
political parties are organizing for the

first time in 30 veams, We have every
indication tha: Mobuolo cannot sy
longer. In Zambia, the same case, in @
country of seven million people [ was
there in January and | saw 2 rally of
400,000 poeple coming out o Support
the MMD, the Movement for Multi-Pany
Demaocarcy. Now June Perlez nf The
New York Times has done a few stories
about this, but, the «ssence has not been
captured. | have not read quintessential
piece, ralking about this enaissance in
africa. 1 have not scen that piece. This
game situation in Gabon. It's taking
place. Anpola just announced that they
would hold an elecrion. Morzambique,
Mali, the Cameroons. There is not a
single country on that continent which
is not iz a curmoil, in a positive sensc.
Every country is a story.

A — | cannol overnsress the
seriousness of what is going on. Fm
wfraid that Americans are going 10 nmiss
this renewsl that is 1aking place, which
has mot taken place in uver 30 years.
Africa has not undergone such comvul-
sions since independence. This story is
not being told by anyone.

A — In defense of my hometown
newspaper, ! will hold up the Washing-
tun Post from a week and a half ago,
which includes in the thind graph, the
sentence, since March ihe pace of
change in West Africa has boen
hreathwaking.”

Concluding Remarks

Vivian Lowery
Derryck

[t seems 1o me that there have been
several wsks that have hopefully been
accomplished woday. One is that the task
of journalists is the interpretation of
change that's going on. We've been alk-
ing abour this in eems of demaocratiza-
tiomn. Between Iastern Fucope, Central
Furope and  Africa theee are ceroain
phases or sages that these changes seem
0 ke on in virtually every insance,

The first is this popular agitation for
change, The sceend is the transition and

One is the expeclgion that the
government is going to periodically be
changed if necessary at the hands of the
people €% the ability o wait, to know
that the opportunity is going o come.
The second s the strong NGOs, non-
ginvernmenttl organizaiions, and that
includes political parties. The thicd is a
strong judiciary and we just this after-
noon have bevn wlking again and again
dbont the very special role that the
judiciary plays vis a vis the: press. The

A



fourth is civilian control over the
military. e don't even need 1w go into
that one wday, The fiftb is the idea of
loval opposition. Thi vou can disagree
but (har you are sgill a patriot. Again
that’s something that's so impoenant for
journalists 10 1k about because in so
many African societies the idexn that you
can complain, that you can disagree,
that you can be critical but still believe
fervently in the value and of your coun-
try and have that patriocism is some-
thing that is not very well messaged.
You as journalists have a good uppor-
wunity to do that, And the last and for
us here the most importane is the idea
of an independent prvss. Agam it's a
tradition in Africa that we're secing
change, but as 50 many persons have
pointed out 1oday that if you've beerr a
one-party state, the idex of having a free
press is oeally an oxymaoron.

There are also some panldlels e whi
we sec happening in Africa with whai's

The day bwelore [Mandelas)
arcival [in New York] three
geniuses sitting around o swim-
ming pool in Bel Air, Calitornia,
who had agreed to finance 2
home video putled ou They
telt that nobody would e
out w0 welconie him, thae it
was geing w be i very lowe-
profile event.

What happened. of counse, is
that a million people turned
out in New York City alone
and Yankeo Satium was filled. |
don't know who ¢lse could fill
Yankee Stadium. Alavbe Norman
Schwarzkopf now, hut very fow
puliticians probably could. This
wils 3 £a5C from Codast o Coast,
and in fact in New York City
CHS local news decided on 2
Thursday nighi to go live w the
Mandela events at Yankee
stadivm and they out-rated
Cosbyv. which is one of the top-
ried shows in the United
Seates.

—DLanny Schecher

happened in Eastern Europe. There ae
these questions thar muny of us hine
wsked i lots of countrics around thwe
world that have gone througb this pro-
cess You remember in Haiti that the
question that we kept asking was how
do you come o wrms with the old
reginmie. [t's a quistion that again is being
asked now in so omany  African
CONALTICS,

Then the second guestion is, how do
vou lower the expectations  about
democracy?  You know, evervbody
comes to the new government aned says
that this is the paracea for everyhing
that’s been bothering us. Well demo-
cnrcy isn't. There are still all the intran-
sigent, intmctable coomomic problems.
There are still problems of social intepe-
ticnr, there are still ethnic problems in
many countries, S0 how do vou lower
people’s  expectations of  what
demacricy can bring? Thindly, how do
vou interpret the economic changes 1o
mike clear to prople what their nspon-
sibititics wre? You know weve gt the
case of Poland. You've got the case of
Egypt. Yow've also pot the cse of
Nigeria. And, people are tiking abou
structural adjusiment progerims. SAP s
sapping me. The point being that vou've
got to help people undenstand  and
imerpret the ceonomic changes that go
along with demuoecerization.

Lastly, how do you as professionils
strengthen your profession? You're the
journalist, You're the carciers ot the
creed, You are the people that ane go-
ing to really shape the infornudion that
people have e make their decisions.
That's true whether vou're in Fastern
Europe or in Africa,

But there's one big difference bet-
ween Fastern Burope and Africa, and
that is this whole question of a consti-
wency. I'm socry to go back to this, but
I'm just seized by the need for Africa o
have a consutuency, Ther's nog the
samd vulnerability for Eastern Europe.
I don't think that there’s very nwch of
4 chanee that if something imporant
happens in Poland, that its oot going
to he reported in the front puge of
virtually every newspaper in the United
States, Or in laly, Or vven perhaps in
any place in Central or Bastern Europe.

But that is not iruc for Africa

Again 1 go hack to niw hobby home
of Liberia, This a teavesty that has hap-
pened inoa country with which the
United States has particulirly close eela-
tions, The LS. doflar is the curnency of
the realm. The vountry was founded in
1822 by the pariated African sbives
going hack w Africa from the United
Stues. The capital is dMonrovin, namcd
after Presidens Monroce, The flag bas
thirteen stripes and one sae and ds
cilled the Lome Star State, Now, if this
hid happened any place else in the
world where fully halt of the poputa-
tion is displaced, when 20,000 people
have been killed, you know that we
woukd bear more abont it in the
newspaper 1t's our failure 28 Amcricans
o develop @ constitueney dor Africa. So
[ take vour point, 1hat you male carlier,
Gill, about vur need 1w mike sure that
we do develop that constituency. [don't
know precisely how we do it but it
stanething that we at the instituge are
going o he thinking about

Last two points. One, wlai can
Africans do? We have ciked ar the
institie about suveess storics, Al con-
vinced World Paper to do an issue that
talks aboi African success stories, 1Us
atin a2 matter of how yveu inerprel
what's happening. ey lked about
the internacional  coalition - rhe BC
ministers that signed oo o the leaer w
President Daniel amp Moid, Well thac's o
success. You look e Benin, that's an
abvious success. You look at the
meeting v lanzania in February of
19900, That toa is a success, This was a
meeting  on popular participation,
which broughs opether S0O nongovern-
mental organizations in Africa. w wlk
about wavs of democrativing and ways
thar ordinary cittaens could be imvolved.
Wl that's the success in and of itsclf,

I view as @ success the incredible
rendissance that we scck. Wy don't have
ter know how all of these countrices are
puing to turn out. Because | doubt that
you would hive HH) per cont success
ruc any place in the world, B the
paint is that you have an opportunity
fur people to hecome involved. That's
the essence of building a civil society
A vinhble one s that individuals fecl that

—_
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they have some efficacy in calking about
what they want and that they are going
o be able 1w do it with impunity, ‘Fhey
et godng o end up in jail tor baviog
made a statement. So hat in and of itself
savs to me that Africa is a success. There
is atlso e new generation Of leaders,
That's a success in some cases. Many of
them we feel a special pride in because
many of them werne educated in the
United States on progrms that AAL was
involved in. 1 think that there ane
African  success stories and  what ]
would umge s that vou. @ journalists,
when you have 2 good success story,
then send it o o colicague here, And i
you don't have a colleague o whom
you can send it send i o AAL

Kovach

Lastly, wha can all of us do? [ think
that this dizlogue among journalists is
s0 imporant beciuse of the cross-
fertilizacion and ihe Nieman program is
50 imporant beclose 1 asume tha
tricadships are formed here that extend
beyond the time iha persons ane here,
Ty haild Africa it is important o ve
colleagues in unexpected places, The
colleague from Prugoe or Budapest is
impoctant in terms of Africa, as well as
the collcague frore: e Taited S,

['ve just come from a meeting, of
nangovernmenial omganizations and the
concrasé from coming from 1here and
Annapolis to here is like night and day.
These are ceally two communities that
should be able o dialogue a liscdle bit
more closcly beciuse these are porson
who are involved in imaking success
storics, in this case arpond the world,
but a lot of NGO, strong NGOs from
Africa, who are committed to develop-
ment i the way chae we have been
discussing it, and it would be wonder-
ful if they had an opportunity at somc
point o get wgeisber with journzlists.
since this was o worldwide meeting,
there was 2 lot interest also in Eastern
Furope. s [ would soggest we think
about ways that we can bring together
those persons who ae involhed in
development  activilics with persons
who are journalists, so chat ics 2 two-

7X Nigman Reporls

Wiy SITet. You can popalarizae what
they do and they need allies in what
they duo

Then ['d go back tw the idea tha
someene mised about twinniog. That
seems toome particularly  wsetul; it's
certainly been tried in o lor of other
dimensions of development and worked
very, very wadl This might be an oppor-
tunity for hlack  journalists w get
together and choose an African coun-
try of an Africa assocition with whom

they can particularly, specifically work,

s that’s what | think chat we can see
— the future o me looks very, very
hright. 1 think thar Africa is becoming
almyost  continent-wide, with a few
nowble exceptions that we bave men-
tioned feday, 1 success story. because
people are involved o their own finures
and that the essence of the rights we all
know expect s citizens in the new
world that we bope that we ame
creating. O

The executive producer of
NBC Nightly News, it was
reported, had w0 make 2 deci-
sion one night about whether
1y carry an in-depth report on
cducutiona] problems in South
Africa. There had been a lot
ahout  Nelson
Mandela, and his visit to the
United Scees. Apparently. the
producer decided there’d been
o much foreign news in the
previous week and <did
anyhody really care about chis
particular story? He decided
he was going o kill this story,

somwe people on his staff
said, you can't kil this story,
they've been working on this
for over a week, they 've got
great intervicws, really cony-
pelling tootage of what™ hap-
pening in the ownships in weros
of the cducational crisis,
please run it.

The exccutive producer
said. well, how can you prove
w me that anvhody really
cares abow this story? He
said, look, Ul rue it on one
conditon, 1f there's one house-

of coverge

The Queens
Housewife Test

wife in Queens who would
want ¢ watch this story, Fll
consider putting it on the air

In the back of the wom
there rose the hand of a
veung woman who was an
intern in the NBO news
wperition. This woman said.
well, my mother lives in
Queens. The executive pro-
ducer said, well, can you
bring your mother in here?
we'll show her the story, And
50 M, Martinex, or whatever
her namwe was, was actually
broughs o NBC News und not
really told why. The execotive
producer was making a side
bet that she coulda’t care less
about what was happening in
South Africa. The woman
witched rhe story and she
sidd, “well, ity about
children, it’s zbout real pro-
blems. very interesting.” This
wus dutifully reported and the
story ran on NBC News, This
is known as the Queens
Housewife Test.

—Danny Schechrer.




Economics 101

continned from page 17

come tw think thad they knowa more
than ihey really do. All chis commuanity
is kosely yoked in a great hientcchy at
whose pinnacle are the grear univensity
departmenis,

Economics is not the only explam-
tory game in own, Lawyers, hisiorians,
political scientists, sociotngists, anthro-
pologists, social psvchiodogists, linguists
alt have soniething e contribute. A good
sany independent thinkers and gadflys
dwell on the outskirts of the fields as
well, tarter-day mercantilists with strong
positions on the issucs but few ties o
the academic traditions,

These persons e o obey Paul
Samuelson’s dictum: over tine, they
cither grow closer and are assimilated
int eronomics or they grow much
farther away and are forgoticn. But o
any given moment, they — and not the
prifessoriat — may he right. A prime
example is Jane Jacohs, whose insights
into the economies of cities have heen
for the most part slowly confirmed and
adopted by tcchnical ceonomists, Other
major beterodox thinkers, from Henry
George t0 Thomtein Vebien to Walter
isard to Jay Forrester can expect similar
treatment. And of course the “supply
side’” thinkers who mised a mackus over
Lxes in the late 1970's are another
example of how grssroots outside
challengers can have a major influence
on the field.

Indeed, for jourmmlists and potitical
typrs, who need right answens to
serious problenys in el time:, the lesson
from the copstant tension hetween
insiders and owsiders i 4 sobering one.
It is that the kst key is ohen i be found
some distance from the lamplight. The
economists are at all times full of cer-
vinty. But a linde knowledge. exces-
sively depended vpnn, can be 2 very

dangerous thing — a fact thuat s,
happily, well-known o most practicing
poditicians,

For ali these reasons, there 35 a vast
difference in puint of view between the
successful  journalist and  the good

coononlist. Leonomists are those who
have Been “hit by the momball™ (as
Robert Crumb once deseribed the ex-
prricnue of conversion). Reporiers will
take a more agnostic sance woward
CCONOMIC knowledge, a5 it is communi-
caied by the exts and in the seminar
roons. The basic distinetion hene is bes-
ween those who see the szory as being
somehow cntailed by the theory they
have learnced and shose who don't

embruce the theory. For economists, the
outlines of the map are alnzady known;
in somke sense shey already know the
answen. Good  journalists are good
precisely because they don't,

S0 professons will continue tr stream
down 1 the AP office with their press
releases, Wise journalisis will continue
tu scouich their heads and ask cach
other (and not their acadernic advisers).
whar’s this story worih? ([

Can Big Stories Be Told?

cravlinied from e 8

the right instranwent 1o tike the picture
without the theory,

My argument is that reponers need o
be more sciemtific. Thev need o learn
which generalizations or concepts for
organizing cvents are deemed T prac-
ttionens 1 he currenily useful. The
need o understand the history of wha
they are abserving, And when they hine
asense for the pateecns and the bisuory,
then they will know haw 1o put the dact
they are recording in context,

What Would You Expect
Of A Professor?

It should net bee surprising that a pro-
fessor would think that better education
wis an inportnt cure. Bul the matier
i» a hit deeper, Faomens io small Midwoest
wwns know rha the weather around
the world and Japancese rice politics ace
imporung @ their family income, That
instinctive appreciation for how things
come together is what is missing from
rmuch of our schooling snd hence our
eperting of most matters, inchuding
Joctl, sate. fedecal and bureavcratic
politics. But since  berter  educated
reporters really means a vast change in
assignment pademms, and since a prac-
tice of increased specialization might
lead o economics of scude o ews

gutbering. T believe that 1 am aceually
calling for & very different way of think-
ing about the eoganization of the news
business, Until changes of that magni-
tude are made, news of the cconomy
will continue o be cntegiinment,

AL
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Curator

centinsed from page 2

stribution is accepuble.

“IF any aspect of a wine story
reflects neporier iikitiative or
exclusivity, then atiribution
required at the appropriate place in
the story”’

This and other tules oy protect the
credibility of a news report require
cxira dilipence beciause of the ingact
ot the computer on the copy desk.
The epormous spurt in increased
productivity, and thus profits, which
accompanicd the computeriziion of
the newscoom was in adding fvpeset-
ting to the duries of the copy editor

The new wechnology clearly is o
major facter in the crosion of ethical
standacdds but, hased on discussions
with reporters and editors in
newsmeoms lage and small, it seems
the underlying cause of the erosion
is much casier o cxplain, These
discussions reflect two basic
prohlems:

The first is the trditiond lack of
any consistent. arganized system of
tining for neses room staffs, Almos
none calked could remermber 2
serions, structured discussion of
cthics in generd or plagiarism in
particubir, Many of them were never
given guidelines on (hese subjects.

The second factor is pressure for
increased productivity, This problem
grows by the day as oews onzanizi-
tions meet the current ¢commmic
decline by reducing saaff whike
ingreasing the volume of production
of information for new marketing
outlets such as 900 number
iclephone services,

One reporter had diffiguliy
accepting the netion that he could
not report senthing he had scen o
television as if he had been present
o witness ihe cven: U Why, my
cidifons enconnige us (0 moniioo
stories on wlevision rather than goe to
the seene, b saves time and money”

But don't they wll vou that you have
te think about attributing what you

Td Nicman Reports

wport off of welevision by telling the
reader it was reported on chaanel X

“Are vou kidding?'” he said, My
cditor hates o credit the opposition,
They steal our stuff every day”

A BU-VCAD CUITeT i DEWsPapens
attests that fow things are as consis-
tent as the cries of anguish thom
seoior editors who uve o attribute
an imporant clement of a story o
another news organization. When
cornered they place the auribution
far cnough down in ehe story so it

could never appenr on the front page.

By aceelerating (he process the
new technology has put prossue on
the system by which we do business.
Ax prossury s wont to do, it has
revealed the weakness of the system,
And that weaknoess rests with the
marsipers of the system — the
ciditors. They are not preaching
cthical smndards just when proaching
is most impornt, wheo the pressune
10 praduce and the ease of produc-
tion have fuzzed up the lines,

The burden s on the editors to
restore and metimain credibility for a
pross which i in danger of being
overwhelmed by sacial, political and
ceonomic torees which ane shaking
ity foundations,

It begins with clear simple rules,
Like the one [ firnt heard from Tim
Pridgen, the editor of a country
weekly in Joneshoro, Tennessce, Tim
reported, wrote and edited all the
copy for his paper. He sold all the
ads, made up the pages and helped
set the sype. He also looked
cvervone be wrte sboot in the eye,
bath hefore and after the facr. Bis
notion of meporting wias simple.
Reporters reported what they knew
first hand. What they wrote could be
verificd by anvhody who wok the
iime 10 do the same work,

“Level with the reader)” Tim said.
“You can never go wrong when vou
are honest with your eaders, Tell
them whe vou know and doo't iy
o fool thain ahout what von don't

know,”
That has always seemed a good

foundation upon which 1o build the
credibility of a reporter and o news
rcport, (M

Lower Pay

vontinted from frege 22

televison oews was mone likely w cover
and devote more time to changes in
cconomic indicaors such as the
uncmplovment e when the fipares
woere  deterionting. Shanto Ivengar
found that of the 98 stories on the CBS
Evening News during  1981-85  that
tocused on poverty (e.g. socul pro-
grarns, poor people, hunger) 57 per cent
wsed case studies 10 focus on a2 par-
ticular poor penson. He found char the
way the media frames coverage of
poverty, however. affects  people’s
cxplanations for social outcomes.
Viewers shown coverge that focuses on
mationtl  outcomes  tended 00 view
poventy as pari of a sysiemic ouome,
while vigworns shown coverage of pover-
ty that focuses on individual outcomes
tend to view poverty as the cesult of
individual dispositions and sitstions. In
this resprect, the menner of covermge can
hecome the message.

The public’s demand for privately
useful and cotertiining infonmation and
willingness 0 forego information on
public affair ¢reaees o fundamentad pro-
blem for coverage of cComomic news,
Journalists who supply the priviwely
protiable demands may end up neglect-
ing the public affiirs side of covenge,
Thaougl individually ragonal. this goes
against the Jefferonian notion of jour-
malists as mromnicons of government ac-
tivn. The problem is 2 new twist onan
ancient  phenomenan. The saticist
Juvenal put it thus: “Quis  custodict
ispsos custoddes,” — UWho will waech
the warchens?” Normalls this is inter-
prewed as the problem of whoe will
munitar the monitor, Yt in the cise of
journalises, the economics of infarma-
tion results ina perverse outcome. For
ticre the watchers, the press, wish to he
wiiched, that s, readd an incentive chat
serves demands tor private imforpsgion
well but the provision of public intor-
milion poeorly O



Commitment
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business section inw a pesoml-fimance
rag. Investors are mneral readers of the
business sections, but editoms shoold not
become slaves wo cheir desires for vver-
expanding portfolios. Pamper them,
yes. but doo't overdo it

This is OOL 41 AMPUMEent 10O et our
coverage to be donvnaed by ccononiists.
To the contrary, While coonamists have
developed o rigorous way of looking at
the world, wo many of them reject the
human element and ame content 1o vigw
the world through their formulas. Let
them o what they do best: [nput. But
it's up o us w provide the outpue, ar
ermphasis showid be on elling  the
cconomic and business story through
hunman beings. [ know this may sownd
oo simple, but 1 firmly Belicve thar it
i the way tor attract the short attengion
span of readers. Tell the story of the
Mexican tmde agreement through the
eves of those affected. Do the same with
Europe 1992, and the crisis in the Sovict
Uinion. The more prople we intervicw,
the closer we will be 20 the econaemic
story going on out there every day. To
me, it's not nearly so mysterious as
some make it out to b

Washington cCconomic coverage ¢an
dediver facts, figures and quotes by
politicians, bug it can’t ger out ing
communitics w0 sce the offects of
podicics, T am keenly awgee of the Tinmia-
tions of writing about business and
ceonemics from the vintage point of
the mation's capitl, The ity bas ity own
peculiar perpective on the cconamy,
al it eften does not gibe with whac's
going on in other mogeons, One of the
aims of Washinglon coverape is o use
the information available in aggressive
tashion wr undestand our ewn cont-
munitics, of [© expose problems tha
aften are kept under cover at the local
level, The savings and loan scandal is
o such problem.

With the country in economic trou-
ble, the press has a nxjor esponsibility
t help Americans sce the problems
clearty and guide thema through it In

my vicw, this will reguine more than the
usual  slap-it-on-the-business-page
routite, iowill moguire the press teoe ox-
ereise i higher level of vigilanoe inospot-
ting ¢eonomic problems and explaining
the changes that are going on cach day.
1t will cequire that cditoms improve the
quality  of business and - economic
coverdgd, and huinanize i in o way tha
people will find it impossible wo ignore.

And it will require time, One of the
most difticult things for modern editon
ter do is to free some of their best jour-
nalists from their daily routines to do

mure thoughtful reporting. One of the
problems is every journdist wants this
kind of job, bur not all are capable of
delivering the goods.

Considering the way the US,
ceonomy is changing and the way in
which many communitics and jobs are
threatened by today’s hash cconomic
clinmie, it would be irrespoosible if
cditor failed 1o rise wr the challenpe and
helped 2 bewildered public undemstand
and cope with the prablems aheacl
Underianding can creie solutions.

The Pro-Corporate Tilt

corffaged frewn faage 33

Times and The Washington Post. [n the
vear ended i April 1994, tor examiple,
The Journal reported on federad charpes
of major koowing and willful safety
violatioms in the workplace by Phillips
Petroleum, the John Morrell unit of
Uniied Branwds, Lockheed, Zine Corpor-
ation of America, General Drynamics,
Du Pont, Cagill, and General Moo,

William Allen White said i1 his #4938
sprech: "But 1 suppose in she ond
newspapers cannot be free absolutely
tree in the highest and best sense, until
tine whele social and cconomic siruc-
e of American life is open (o the free
interplay  of democrtic  process.”
Reporiers can help move us woward that
Ufree inteeplay]” Indircetly, ar keast, Bill
Greider was encounaging them to do so
when he: said in his op-cd piece: “Tldi-
viduals whe wish 1o be free must inake
their own freedom, especially inside
Lige enganizations, because no one is
poing to confer it on them ™

[ will ger furthes: 1t is a cheap shot and
crroneeus o imply thal blame for the
pro-corporate  tilt lies entirely on
OwWnee, outside dircctos, mamgoes, or
the coonomic imperatives of the mass
nw:din entities tha are themselves Dig
bhusiness. Reponers do not desenve 1o gei
off so casily. Those who attemg serions
coverage of corporae governance awd
misconduct often break ibeough, oven
when they inflict pain vn personal

fricneds of the owners sind nsnagers.
Tao many reportess don't even oy
Given the present state of the cconomy.
that’s undemstandable. 1t°s also a shanmc

About a decade ago. in a Washingron
Monthly article about The Washington
Pust, where | owas a reporicr for 29
vears, | was deseribad, perbaps accu-
rately, as “the biggest pain o the ass in
the office””

My obviousty sclf-serving explunation
is that [ became a pain in the ass in
Prushing at the fronders, amncl that [ gt
1 good deal of grict in recurn, But often
cnough o nutke the gric!d worthwhile,
editors helped nw break throwgh, and
owners and managers — cerainly in-
cluding Ben Brudlee — supported us.
For mome (i 4 querte r-Ceniaey, seirting
with  (he baby-deforming  drug
thedidomide, [ was able o Jdo often time-
consuming, costly, and ([ would like 1o
helicve) wseful reporting. Eor what |
hope was good reason, | anagotized
leaders of a4 broad spectrnm of indus-
trics, including  pharmaceutical,
medical-device, amomohbile. oil. natural
pas, pipeiine,  insurnce,  howsciicold-
appliance, chemical. tre, food, wbacco.
Andd, ves, the newpaper industry,

I am not — and have ne right w be
— self-righteous. 1 hung o, was
telerated and sucvived. [ don't even have
an uleer. 1 had good luck and 1 am damn
thnkiul il
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Explain, Explain
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served, | belicve, by undemstanding the
buasic themes  of  business  and
cconomics, They meally aren’t thag dif-
ficult to underaand; ity just thae their
practical consequences are so hard o
control or predice.

S0 wheat T iry 0 do in my own work
is keep an eyve on the themes, explain-
ing daily cventls in 2 lurger context,
Alwiys, the cmphasis is on explanation:
irving 10 nake basic sense of the sub-
jeet, Always, the oemphbasis is oon

simplicity, because its the »oul w
undemsanding.

Stylistically. 1 kid around some {to
make the subject less forbidding): ['m
always on the lockout for memornible
metiphors, because TY and journatism
are both so casy o forgee. 1 think that
follow-up and repetition are keys
leacning, s T incorporate them when 1
can, though not searky enough,

sonwtinws, jokes dic; sometimes, €
overstmplify; occasionally, 1 obhscure:

and  always, theres the danger that
explanation hecomes  justification or
apodogy. But for al) that, [ think I'm
being abowt as vscful a journalist as |
know how o e

Is it whar ['d want of everviurly in
the profession? Nah, There'd be wo
much competition, and no one left o
keop an eve on [BM, much less blow the
whiatle on the crooked bankers. On the
other hand, if explamation wene the rule,
rather than the rarity, when that whis-
1k did blow, a tot more people would
undemstand what had happened. And
maybe, just mayvbe, fust maybe, things
wouldn't have been allowed w get guite
sa oul of lhund to begin with, a

German View:

contined from peige $4

vers  in America there were,  for
insttnee, many reporeers that seemed to
be awed by (he bare size of the newly
forged conglomuerates and by the
dynamic dealings of the atackers. There
were hardly any storics on the thowsands
of working people who becanie victims
of the ruthless monopoly games — and
the playen weren't intensively scruti-
nized, either,

One of the reasons for ihe different
perspectives of ceonomic reporcting in
the United Stares and in Continenual
Furope are rooted in the different
systerns. Basicaliy it is 4 capitalist market
in America versus a so-called  social
market in mose of che Western European
countries. If Eucopean journalists guite:
often overemphasere the social and
mworal aspects of economic develop-
ments, their American couscrpans as
often neglect it.

Anaother  difference concerns the
perspectives. The American economy, it
seems. 15 dominated by the quurcterly
reports of big companics amnd  the
licklesness of the stock-market. This is
mirrored 10 the press,

Commoen wisdom sties thae Japanesce
cntrepeneurs plan long term. German
medinem  term oand  their American

TG Nieman Reports

U.S. Myopia

counterparss  short werm,. To  some
degree American ¢conomic reporting
reflects this breathlessness, Next woeek
seems 1o be much moee ioeresting chan
nexe yvear, the present performance of
A big company seenis o e mone impor-
il tha its potenil in te near fucoze,
This often resulis ina lack of deeper
analysis and srructurl observations on
ihe ceonomic pages.

These differences will boecome more
apparent as the nutions:l cconomics
more and more merge inte an interosl
veonomic  environment. Here the
American media probably  will meat
their greatest challenge, With European
Community developing inte a genuing
conunon market and Japan with dts
neighhors becoming the leading
coonomic superpower, the demands for
jorrmalistic knowledge and insight grow
drarnatically,

E'p 1o oow neither the United States
nor the Continenel press has answened
these challenges, Economic reporting
abouot Japan and rising nations  like
South Korea uand Teiwan is mostly
unsatiskying. OFf course there are 1he bar-
riers of language und strange trditions.
Because it mighy heconw a nuter of
veonomic survival 10 understand the

scormets of the Last Asian economies, the
dermands for thonsugh and knowledge-
able reports will be growing.

The Foropean Communiiy on the
other hand apparently is wken mone
scrious by the American than by the
Continenal  press. The treods and
developments within the EEC are
more carefully watched and  better
analyzed in »OmMe AMCHCRN PApers,
especially the Wall Street Journal, than
in most Western European papers.

In the new age of detente the com-
ing banles will be foughe in the inwer-
oaiion:l market. The vicgors will he
those who are hetter informed. From
the papers this demands broader and
deeper intemationad reponing. ft should
not only be aimed at the stockholder
who migiht want to invest in & certain
company abroad. It should also satisfy
the avermge neader who wints w know
more abowt the economics of com-
peting  nations,  their strengths and
weaknesses, beeause it could affect him
persomally, At the momens this sk is
et being met by most print media on
cither side of the Atlantic. l



Cheering on the Scoundrels

ceoptivpuedd froen preigre £

Fortune 3400 adversany had changed his
name (wice in his life and be told the
adversary what I told him and never min
the sgory.

A client of mine 1 came o mistrust
and pared company with got in trouble
in New Jersey ntisreporting carnings, His
deceprions got adequate coveruge but he
leh his wife, who bad multiple sclemsis,
and moved the company to the West
Caoast where he nuuoricd again — this
time o 2 vounger wosmnan, A new
burcau chiel for the paper that had ex-
puosed him hailed him 25 an exciting
cotrepreneur

Doonc Pickens, who purporied o be
2 fricnd 1o all stockbedders, pot up all
kinds of harricades against & wheover
ineo his own by-taws, then dipped into
the company ¢offens 10 dward himself
4 giant bonus and went on to accuse the
management of adversgry companies of
heing entrenchied and greedy. He got a
fow lines for his own trinsgressions bat
he pot Big storics when he pot on his
halo and attacked the managements of
companies he was trying to take over.

A maval warrant office once pointed
out 10 me that a wurn of the screws
cancels all debts. Should the media bave
continued 10 remind the public of the
chamcter of the men and women in the
financial news? After all, it was old
news. Besides, one freud case setiled
with a nolo contendere plea, it might
e argued, is far from a damning
character reference. Evervbody makes
mistakes. Should he pay for them all his
life?

Hervin, it seems to me, tics the dif-
ference between a pood reporter and a
had one. A good reporter, confronted
with a suspicion, doesn’t brush it off.
He wkes it as a starting point from
which to conduct further investigation.

Fhis raises 1 guestion: are the media
really watchdoegs? Should they alert the
public o danger befory it happens? This
presuuwes approaching a story from a
different point of view than simply wll-
ing ones audicnce what 8 going on

now. Assurcdly it presunics aiming at
more than meeely enter@ining onge's
audience, The BO's were enterining.
Raiclens andd leveraged buyout armists and
their rophy wives hecame almaose as
entertzining a» cock, TV and movie
stars, But how often did we read in
acws storics the connection hetween
the high-priced lifesivle of business
leaders and what went on at thetr com-
prinics? How ofter did anybody dig into
the impact of a billionaicds fortune on
the world amund hisn?

True, there was g Lot of interest o his
cecentricities. That was enterinment.
Enterainment built media audience and
dudlicnce growth made money, Enter-
inment works. An actor was clected
President. [f's hard to imagine the
closely reasoned Lincoln-Douglas
debates taking place oday with sound
hites. Shouldn't the media join the
pany? Can they afford not o7 1o today's
hottomeline culture —  control of o
migdia company can depend on wwhether

the audience is enterrtined. 1f the cam-
ings aren't there, the depressed stock
price mdy invite @kesver attempes. As
the communications industry continues
e consolidate with cross-ties w0 the
comyprnics on which they ane supposed
t0 report — often advertisers — will
they want 1o go bevond puff piecces on
business leaders iand hust
NCASUTENICHES?

Moreover, it's casy w argue that the
historical context for the news should
be dealt with on the editorial and op-cd
pages 2nd the news should be confined
10 the hene and nosw. But a neponer with
a sense of history appnsaches a news
story differently from a reporwer who
thinks of what s happening as spot
news without a fature and without a
past. He or she doesn't wke it for
grinted in news coverage that position
in society bean a direcl relationship o
a person’s integrity. The good reporter
asks more  questions.  follows morne
lcads, Who is 1o say that digging report-
ing can't bo cnteraining as well as
informmative?

As the BO's Supgest, we are going to
need ali of this kind of help we can
get, O

About Journalism

This Is CBS: A Chronicle of 60 Years. Rubert
Slater. Preatice Hall. 1991, The Time magazine
tepuriler in Jeresalent wells the sbory of the
neiwark from irs beginning in the 1920 s is
CUTRCnL trouley,

Assessing the President: The Medin, Eliw
Oplnion and Public Suppor. Richand A, Brody:
stanfond  University Press. 1939 $22.035,
stantord  professer surveys  denamics of
Presidential popularity

Hitler DHaries: Fakes That Feoled the World.
Charles Hamilion.  Paiversity Press of
Rentucky. 1991, §24 95 How a petty German
which pulled off e hoax, convincing the
German magazine steen, Riswrians and hanc-
wrilisy expierls of thelr authenticity.

inside the Beltway: A Guide o Washington
Reporting. Don Camphell. lows S
Uinivemsity Peess. 1991 $24 95 he, $15.93 ph
A desthook by the former Wishington editor
fur USA Today, now the director of he
Wiashuingten Journalism Center.

Journalism for the Zist Century: Online
Information, Electronic Databages, and
the News. Tiom Koch, Pracger 1991, $179%
ph How computers, by making ¢normous
amounis of mformation viilable, are tnans-
forming the news

Live From Capitod Hill!: Studies of Congress
and the Media. Stephen Hess, Brookings
Instirusion. 1991 Volume 4 in  this
knowledgeahle  ohserver’s series on the
WisIngron press corps questions the medids
power o influence clections and kwmakers'
power to manipubae the medi.

Preserving the  Press: How  Daily
Mewspapers Mohilized to keep Their
Readers. Leo Bogart Columbia University
Pross, 1990 30 An account of 'The Newspaper
Readerhip Project. whivh genenared special
seetions wide use of gophics and changes in
distribuiron and promoten inan effort w
reverse the long-term dowimard teend in
circukation
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dumb deviees like Uereative wension,”
because reportes already are flagelinting
themselves, trying 1o be betwer at their
work than they think they can be, What
reporters need iS5 SuPPoOrt, encourage-
ment and editors who abet their best
instincts,  Editors who  oporate
huntanely, running the kind of shop
Reston ran in Washington — and didn’t
run in &ew York.

When Reston ook over the Tinws
Washingion buncau in 1953, be under-
stood ihat emterprising reporting, was
not & quility impaosed by editom bt the
result of hiring the best peeple available
— he speaks proudly of bringing in
Russell Baker. Tom Wicker and Tony
Lowis — and then getring the hell oue
of their way. [t was the same principls,
Reston wrote. as Casey Stengel's notion
of success as munager: you're 3 lot
hetter when you 've got Joe Divaggio or
Mickey Mantle in center field,

"l mspected the judgment of the
editers.”” Reston writes in an unduly
mild reproof of the Times's institutional
stiffness, 'hat helieved then, and still
doy, that the critical question is not how
editons direet reportens, but what kind
of reporters and copy they pet ©
dimct.”

Reston's Bilune in New York — 'L wis
not a successful executive editor™ — i
thus all the more lamentable becaose
this memoir suggests, probahly cormectly,
that he might have turned the Times's
main office inte a4 more wlemble place
tw work if only Restnn had had the
courge o follow his instincgs:

1 thought ai the beginning that the
executive editor should it out in the
cigy room near the reporters, where |
could be closer to the smil, hear the
gossip, and handle the gripes. [Manag-
ing Editer E. Cliftun] Danicl felt this was
carrying demoeracy no fae [ also had
the equally silly idea thar [ could apply
tex the very large seaff in Now York (over
700 reporters, cditors and gtuendants)
the chommy informality that worked
with the muoch smaller staff in
Washington”

Sillv# Nor really. It may have been ins-
practical to gather "0 people for a cha
ahout coverage. but the informality and
collegiatiey that Reston had encowraped
in Washington would have worked

wondem in New York,

Reston writes that New York's
demands, plus the rigors of continuing
10 wiite the colgmn, wons him down,
and he doeso’t vxplain why be so readily
gave up teving o creac the TG0 people
in New York much the same as he had
hix small Washingion siaff. There's a lot
left unsaid in this book.

Indeed, of 517 pages Beston commits
fewer than two o the massive interoal
brawl in 1908 that led o his becoming
executive editor. Reston was by then a
fulltime celumnist, having armnged che
Washingion comimand for Tom Wicker.
When told by Turner Catledge, then
executive  editon, and  Arthur Ochis
(Punch} Sulzberger, the publisher, that it
had been decided Wicker would he
neplaced by James Greenfield, Reston
reacted  with cvpical bluntness and
clarity: T said 1 thought it s the
dumhest idea since Eisenhower chose
Nixen as his vice presidene.”

Reston lrmented thar dhe Times, “like
most vther big instieuens, occasionally
pavs more attention to who's doing the
jolr than to what joh it's trving o do,”
but says his acguments made ne impres-
sion on Sulzberper and Cagledge. His
Accaunt is 50 sparse that he brushes off
the rest of the hloodletring in a single
senence: U Wicker came 1w see me and
saic that he was going to quit hefone he
was shoved, and he so informed the
publishicr, whe then reflecied on the
consequences, ordered a cease-fire, and
called the whole thing off ' Gay Falese
built 1 whole book-writing camer out
of that sentence.

There's not much New York Times
kiss-and-rell in this velume. Maybe a
little smooch-und-hint, such as Roeston's
dectaraiion that Amory Bradford, the
former generd manager of the Times,
was ' all, well-educans! preacher™s son
whose vanity was matched anly by his
twdicl in his owo cffortless superiority”
O the analizing unexplained statemnent
that the CEA iricd, occasionally with
success, to ecruit Times  reporiens
OVCESCS [0 SCrve as secret agents . .7

Nor s there much cffort w expand
undentanding  of the  extuorndinary
contribution Scotty Reston made to
viplanatory journalisme It was he who
pioncered and perfected the analyveical

story — called, in Times bheadiinge
jargon, the "Q-had” — in which
perpective was added e straight
reporting. Reston alludes, in passing. to
the resistenee his analytical sivle met at
first within the Times, bui he does not
give himself e credit he deserves for
having demonstoited thar the most im-
poctant of the five Ws is Why This is
lamentable, @ a time when some
publishers think they can compete with
television by dumbing down their fews-
papers, Reston could have wsed  his
remarkable skills to buitd the case for
winning rerders’ respect with depth of
information.

Anocther bole in U"Deadline’ s the
absence of any ethical insight. Reston
secords but does not reminate on the
propriety of practices in which he and
the priss once blithely wok part. As an
Associated Press writer in New York in
the 19305, he reealls being a welcome
anpaying guest all over town, with
tickets o the shows or the opert and
even the run of all the big rescunnes,”

And his commuents om Wiler Lipp-
mann, whose work Reston admined,
could perhaps be tomed inward:

“He was always lecturing me on the
virtues of detachnem — of avoiding
personal imvolvement with influentiz!
officials or politicians. 'Cronyism is the
curse of journalism, he would say. But
actlly he was more involved with
them than any other major comnmen-
titor I knew.”

Mostly "Deadline’ is a collecson of
storics abou collecting stories, 1old with
Reston's straightforwand manner and
occastionadly  his  lilting  contrapunial
stvle {1 saw the voung Richard Nioon,
and the nese Nixon, and the old Mixon,
but | don't think any reporter evee saw
the real Nixon'") The book, ke sts
wriler, has no footnotes. “No doubt,”
Reston says, 'They are permissible and
even essential in @ work of history, but
this was not i work of history — it was
d work of love”

James M. Nanghton, exvontive editor
of The Philvdeffhia Tnguiver, was o
reporter o The New York Times
Washington Bureate for eight years,
Jrom 909 10 1977 O
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Pulitzer Winners Reminisce

Winning Pulitzers

karen Rothnwer
Colembia Unbvensity Press, 1991, §20

by Rick Tulsky

Twu days atier the Pulitzer prizes
were annonnced in 1987, the New
York Times offered 2 sobering wirning
o all winners:

“Winning o major prize like a Nobel,
a4 Pulitzer or an Oscar is gencrally
regarded as an undilutied moment of
plory” siidd the lead of the article, " but
winaers of such awarts epon that there
are some bittersweet dividends as wetl”

The Times tdked ahous anxicty,
disappointment and puzzling emptiness.
Tt describwed the difficuliics in trving o
live up to bigher expeciations, As Lan-
fond Wilson was guoted as saying,
“Trpe "This is the next play hy last
year's Pulitzer Prize winner' at the top
of a4 page and try o write something
underneath i’

The articl: seemed w privately wam
cich winnee: Don't let yoursell be
defined by the prize. Yet. in that very
s clition, The Tines repaocmed on s
front page tha Richand Wilhue has been
named the country™s poct e,
Wilbur, 66, was identified oo ficst
reference as 2 “'Pulitzer prize winoer,”
having won the award in 1956,

In her book “"Winning Pulitzers,”
Karen Rotlvnyer calls the prizes “a yand-
stick of excellence ™ in journalism. There
are more than 1,300 entrics vach year.
Certainly winning a Pulitzern, as 1wa-
tme winoer Gene Miller is quoted as
saying, can involve politics,  freak
chance, duomb luck and uneven cute-
gories” Certzinly  historically, as
Rexthover notes. the board has boeen
dominated by white males from the
Eastern estblishment,

But “Winning Pulitzers,” published by
Columbia University press 75 veaes after
the school lirst besiowed the awanls, is
oot really a study of the hoard and s
politics. [t is not s0 much about the

a0 MNicman Reports

history of the prizes or about the future
of journalism, though Rothmyers offers
1wo briet essays, Nor is it the place o
resd prize-winning articles. Rothmyer
puhlishes brief extoicts from 20 prize-
winning cotrics; but in most cases they
4 o cusory w be satisfying,

At the heart of this book 2oc inter-
vicws with LG award winners mnging
from former New York ‘Tinmes milicary
correspondemt Hanson Baldwin, who
won during World War 11, up thoough
Alfonso Chardy, a member of the Miami
Herald team that won 2 1987 awand for
ity reporting o (he administration sup-
port of the Nicamguan centrs cven
afier Congreas had  bhaned  dicect
support.

[Utimately, this is oot so much 3 book
with a single conclusion uas it is a
collection of brief glimpses of prize-
winners and their work, Rethmyer has
<husen 20 winoers over the history of
the Pulitzers: four winnees before 1940,
and three or four from each succeeding
decude. The sampling, writes Rothmyer,
offers @ 'ringside seat g some of the
niajor  historical ovents of the 20th
Century:” omitiwed, howaever, are such
jurarrnalistic Bochmarks as the Now York
Times coverage of the Pentagon Papers
or the Washington Post coverage of
it

Rothmwer did not chose cither the
Cgypical” winning entry or the
Stypical” winner She atenmipeed instead
wr include a mnge of winners reflecting
divemity of winner and of sebject
matter. Rothmyer found that ““far and
away” the most freguent cype of article
w0 win the Pulitzer was the expose of
povernment corruption or wreogdaing,

What conclusions can we draw?

® The prizes can be awanded 10 2 Kiods
of articles,

® The: prizes cn by awarded 1o all kinds
uof people,

* Many of them have fascinating things
to say, years lawer, about their work
and their s

sunley Formun recalled shooting the

Boston Hentld amcrican photographs of
2 woman and halw flling from o fre
cstape im 1975, As they wore being
developed, meealled Formman, the Pulitace
wis beyond imagination: He was think-
ing aboul winaing the Boston Press
Phuotographers Association Corese. et
hefore those photographs had won the
Pulitzer, Forman already had mken a
phuotograph of 2 white Boston teenager
wsing an American flag as a weapon
against 2 black lawyer, 2 pictune that
would also win the prize. As he said, ‘1
dido’t really get to enjoy the lirst one
hecause [ was already worrying about
the second one”

Muary Lon Werner Forbes joked that
the prize was “going to look great in my
obitaary.”’

David Halbemtam called the Puliczer
he woo for Yictnam, an award given in
the face of intensive criticisim of his
repans, as i the Supreme Court of cur
v predession had ruled in our fBvors™

Rothmyer's book is at its thinnest in
its eifort w include carly prize winners,
AL its best. the hook offers brief but
compcelling  inwrvicws  with  prize
winnuers,

There is Homer Bigart tatking about
wilking into Hiroshima while a corres-
pondent fur the New York Herild
Tribune. 1t is very casy 0 ook back
and express shock and horeor” said
Bigart "'but the faot is that at the time
we though it was just a hell of a good
raid, just another big bemb.”

There is BEd Guihman, then a reporier
for thw Scattle Times, describing his
1919 invessigation that showed o stitte
legislagive committe had fasely chamged
i univenity professor with Communist
activitics. The article appeared only
after the university president had called
@ press conferenee Clearing the pro-
fessor, based on Gushman's findings.
"People find it unusval that the paper
hacdo't printed 2 word up 1o that poing”
stich Guehman, That was a decision
made by the publisher and editor, who
fullv  supported Guthman's  efforts.
“This was, as they saw it, the way w do
things”

And these is Ehadbemstom in Vieionam,
being told hy his Times editors that he
should cancel a planned vacation. Presi-



dent Kennedy had jost attemipted
pressure the new publisher, A Sulz-
berger, to reassign Halberstam,  the
author reealled, 204 his editors Jdid noe
want Kennody to think tha the news-
paper had responded 1o his pressure,

Contrast Halberstam to Baldwin, the
Times correspondent in 1the Western
Pacific doring World War JI, Baldwin
recalled that there “wasn't the adver-
sarial artitude hatween corcespondents
and government  officials that  was
created in Yicinam and exises woday. The
correspnndents I knew put their
American citizenship and winning the
war [imst and hwing a cormespondent
second.”

So what, in the end, do we learn
about winning Pulitzers from “Winning
Pulitzers?”

1. There clearly is no ready formula
for the kind of story that will win a
Pulitzer. But don't bother trying to copy
pFast winners, Originality and daring are
rewanded; repetition is not.

2. Courage counts [or 3 ot Reponing
in the face of danger e pemsonal safery
wouid help. Bigare described going on
a rid over Gennany after “the Air Force
got this crarzy idea of letting corre-
spondents go on every major raid over
Germany,”’

3. If risking personal safety is too
much. as least put the Anancial security
or reputation — of yourself or at least
your insticution — on the line. Consider
Albert and Marjorie Scardino, who for
seven ycars published the Georgia
Gazeste, They pubfished for seven years
under the philosophy, said Al, “The
minute you stirl considering the consc-
quences of a story you hegin compro-
mising whatever it was you had o say.
They ultimaiely were forved w fold.

4. Hurd work pays, perhaps more
than anvthing clse. *'There weren't any
secrets o whar [ odid,”" recalls Gene
Miller, whose work helped free two
hfack men in the Florida Panhandle
who had been wongly convicted for
killing swo gas station anendants. e
wis just a lot of hard work, running
down absclutely cverything, checking
and checking again. U'my very thorouegh
and very persistent.”’

5. %0, 0o, does learning to waich

what is going on and paving attention.
Harrison Salisbury describes reporting
for the New York Times from Russia e
the height of the Cold War, a period
when the weather bureau would not well
tim the forecast, classifying che infor-
mation as A state seceret. " lechnigques of
observation and watching and looking
in ways reporters don't eddinarily do
were very helpful,” said Salisbury. He
wounld watch closely the people, the
sights, the streets, and he would notice
small changes,

6. add 1o thar hard work 2 healchy
dose of luck. John 0. Pavlson described
the seff of the Fargo Forum all con-
tributing after the 1957 tosnado ripped
through the wown, “A ot of it was tha
we were in the right place” Paolson
recalled. 'If a tornado hits 20 miles
down the ling, well, you'd do a good
job bui vou wouldn't have the same
influx of staff.”

7. 1t pays to spoend vour tme and
resources reposting and  writing  the
entry, rather than in packaging the weak
entey into a nice presentation for the
judges. If big papers are more likely o
win Pulitzer prizes than smal! papers.
contends Rothrmver, tikely thuat advan-
ge comes from having the resources
in money and saff o spend on the
meporting of the story. She quoies Rick
Reilf, 4 member of the Akmn Beacon
Journal siaff us saving, “You want a shot
at the prize, buddy? Ante up a few thou-
sand dollams and you get to play, Many
papers lose hefore they swart”

At The Philadelphia lnguiner, with
which I have familiarity, the newspuaper
at times is criticizad as a “prize factory”
Cersunly, The Inguirer has demonstcated
its willingness to pour time and msney
inte> worthy projects. But hbopefally, the
DN is o pucsue projects hecause they
are wornhy, oot for the sake of prizes.

Rick Tulsky bas Been o staff wriler
cf The Inguirer for 12 yedrs during
wwhich the netespetpor bas won 12
Fulitzer prizes Tidsky, NF 89, Dan
Biddle, NF 'O and Buzrz Hissinger NF
B jointly won the 1987 Puiitzer prize
in investigative refrorting. O

Overcoming
Male Bias

Fighting for Air: In The Trenches
With Television News

Liz Trotla
Simon and Schuster, Sew Yark, §22 495

by John Hughes

s a long-uime print man whe has
Apaid a few hills over the years from
rdio and teievision reporting. [ don’t
have the fervent antipathy wmaard elec-
tronic journalism of smaoy of my pring
colleagues.

Both newspapers and TV news have
their roles. Both convey information,
TV through images, somctimes explo-
sive, and newspapers through words
amd ddeas. usually moree subrle and
sophisgicated.

For the sheer drama of, say, a moon-
wulk, not much can match live pictures
from space, But a New York Times
cxecutive told me that the Times had
record sales the day afier American
astronauts walked on the moon: viewers
saw the stary unfodd live, but still
needed the background, the amplifica-
tion, that only print can bring to a great
Stury.

During the Persiin Gulf War, CNN
and the briefings on C-Span ran just
abour round the clock in our house, But
b newspaper hoought  depeh and
pempective without which our under-
stinding of what was going on would
have been imperfect. After the war,
when television oews, with its shost
attention span, had moved on, it was
print that broughct analysis and
thoughtful retrospective.

It is trite to dismiss TV oows as M
Fash and glitz, True, I am as irricated as
anyhodly Iy some of the moming blazher
on the news segmems of our nerwork
TV shows, I'm not enchanted with what
Liz. Trotra calls the “Dan Rather in
Afghanisian™ school of joumalism, and
the promotional campaigos thai tam
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journalists imo celehritics and  make
them lamper than the stories they ace
COVCTINg,

But there are good people and good
momentes iniclovision journadison, Theoe
is diversity and there are altermitives to
the networks' nightly headline service
There i Robernt MacNeil, who wryly
terms his MacNeib/Eehner NemsHour the
“program that danes 10 be doll’” There
i CNN, spare and lean, all business in
s pursuit of pews around the world,
Therne is Koppel. Aad even on actwork
news there is fennings, the thinking
man's anchor, who within the ourrow
parmeters of 22-minuie Gfter commer-
cials) evening, newscast is prepared (o
denvore time o serious stories.

TV news cenainly has laws enough
t answer for

[t 5 way behind newspapens in dovis-
ing mechanisms for correcting and
amplifving stories it gets wrong. (lry
getiing a correction on the air while
CVETUNR network news i under way, Ty
gutting the nerworks 1o Carry a correc-
tion the next night).

In my view NBC news chief Michael
Gariner made a poor call when he
decided 1o broadeast on network TV
the name of the alleged victim in the
Williamy Kennedy Smith rape case. But
the print profession makes miscekes
enough oo [t was The New York Times
that compounded NBC's misjudgment
by publishing the alleped victim's name
again,

There bits been plagiarism of a story
about plagiwcism ac Boston Universiey.,

Earlier there was the complewe fabri-
catiom of 4 Jaonet Cooke story that won
a Pulitzer prize for the Washingeon Post,
[ was one of the Pulitzer board members
voting unanimously for thal awand. To
ity credit, it was the Post thar fater
decided something did not smell right,
comnducted a bolned investigation, aind
withdrew the submission.

Liz Trotea bas been on hoth sides, She
started as a reporwr for the Chicago
Tribune and the Associated Press and
Newsday, but spent most of her career
in TV news, with NBC and CDS.

[t was tugh going.

she was 2 woman in a man's world,
sShe was a serious reporwer in a workl

B2 Wicman Reporis

of wlevision news showboating, She
was 2 consenative in a generally liberal
atmuosphere.

These days women are doing soimne-
what hetter in the news business than
in the vears in which Liz Troma was
starting out, Gannett bas made 3 serious
¢ffort w hire women publishers, The
Christian Science Monitor sent women
oversens as hbureau chicts — Elizabeth
Pond 1 Moscow, Charlodte Saikowski to
Tokyo. The New York Times has
women torvign correspondents and the
Times and the Washington Post have
women colemnists of distinetion,

At the onset of her (elevision carcer,
Ms. Ttz haad to overcome o log of male
prejudice betore she got o Victnam s
& war correspondent, After Victnam she
worked in London and Hong Kong and
Singapore and [srael and Granada, and
ek in the United Staees covered the
Chappaquiddick  affair and the ven
Bulow and Jean Harris grials, (o the
course of her career she won three
Emmys and rwo Overscas Press Cluh
awards. But in the end she was sidelined
by what she cails the nctworks” emphi-
sis on blondes under 40" when look-
ing for on-camenn reposters and
anchors.

Hor reflections are at times barbed,
but not bitwer. She offers devastating
critiques of such TV pecsonalitics as
[an Rather and of former CBS news
cxcowtives ¥Van Gordon Sauter and Ed
Jovce.

But basically this is a book about one
woman's struggle — an uphill strugyle
(e miake it professionally, a tcawmartic
struggle with her emetions over the
horrors of war, a fight to keep her job
as & eporter arid the tides off celebrity
journalism and a stroggle with the
ruadities of rejection when the network
discamded ber,

[t is 2 useful chronicle of the stoengtbs
and weaknesses of wlevision journalism
N our {iines.

Jobn Hughes is o wnabionally
syndicaled colunist cvd Divector of
the International Media Studies Pro-
Lran: af Brigham Young University &

Galbraith In
200 Pages

SPEAKING OF GALBRAITH: A
Personal Porirait

Pepgy Lamson

Ticknar and Fields

Houghion Milflin Company, New Yok,
1991, §21.95

hy Tom Regan

asha Gibh, the English milicary officer
Pwho spent much of his lite in Ambia
andd became the Western world's “hiog-
capher’” of Mohammed, onee said that
it you wanted w undersiand the Koran,
vou had to understand Mohammed. The
same might he true of John Kenneth
Gralbezith and chis enter@ining littde
hiography. If you want to undersand
the mind behind The Afllucnt Sociciy,”
or amy onc of 1 nomber of other serainal
books by Galbruith on cconomics, then
this will open a few previously sealed
douen. Not that Galbraich has had quie
the same offect oo the world as
Mohammed. but frem evervihing Peggy
Lamson siys in this book, it would no
doubt be 4 comparison of which be
would approwve.

Biogmphies gencersily fall into owo
citegories: the portric variety and the
phowgrapl  varieiy. The portrait
hivgriphy painsmkingly goes over cvery
detail. every shade of light and dackness
in its subject’s past. Like a Copley paint-
ing, it can be as imporant as the aciual
subject it examines, The photograph
biography is the quick snapshot of a
subject’s tite: superficial in an eotermin-
ing way, if done propecly. “Speaking of
Galbrith™ talls into the ftter category.
Only it's something more than a snap-
shot. Yoo might call it a photo albom
of snapshots: Galbmith growing up in
Southern Ontario. Gulbraith  in
Washington during World ¥War 1L
Galhmaith at Hamvard, erc. The nesult is
an intriguing glimpse gust a little over
200 pages - the perfect length) of a very
pEivale,  very confident,  yer very



ct)mplcx 1.

The uther secret o this book's sug-
vess is its author Peggy Lamson is the
perfect swryteller: relaaed, confidential,
close 10 her subject, ver far enough
removed 1o be able o remark on his
flaws, often with a hint of mischevioos
irony. She likes her subject, 2nd thaz, of
ceurse, daffects the tone of the book but
does not bamper it. The nosult s
something like a2 warm amd  cosy
dialogue berween aathor and reader. It
is as if vou and Ms, Lamson were sitting
some lazy afternoon in 2 bright, com-
fortthle room in a houwse in Cambridge,
sipping tea, as she relates storics abowt
her friend “Ken™ Galbraith, being
careful to add the slight note of dubioos
puzzlement at approprizte Moments,
She captures not only his accomplish-
ments well, bur also his personality,

If there is one law in the book, it is
that the snapshots fail to truly reveal the
soul of the man. That mayv be a2 result

of cither breviey or his reluctancy o
speuk on topics like his father's death
or hiy son's death from leukemia, Bu
[ found myself annoyed at the number
of times Ms. Laemson remacked  that
Galbraizth cowld not bring himself o
speak onoany subject involving deep
emations. While that reveals imuch in
one wity, it does not satisfy the reader’s
desine 1o probe a licde deeper

still, ahis ome Oaw does not greatly
disturh the book’s Mow. “Speaking of
Galbrzith™ is 2 lively, interesting read,
And it is the perfeet anwecedent; chae
pemsonmality thut shines through in this
hook casts a strong light for those who
wish to read, or even re-read, his greac
works. Or even if yoo just want w gt
a better look ar one of the most impor-
cstt coonomists and personalities of this
century,

Tomm Regerrr §s a Niewman Fellow of
190192 He is o columnist with The
Daily News in Hatifax, Nove Scotia, |

Only The Facts About Hoffa

Hoffa

Arthur A, Sloane
Thoe MIT Preas, 1991 52495

by Edwin Guthiman

v any reckoning, famws Riddic Flolffa,
Bthr: Teamsters Upion’s all-powerful
hut nltimately ill-fued general president,
stands shoulder to shoulder with
Samucel Gompers and John Lo Tewids as
the dominant Eibor Jeaders of (heir
times and who most left their nurk on
Anwrica.

Gompens's legacy s the American
Federation of Labor {AFL), which he
formed in 1886 and led through the firse
two decades of the 20th Century, Tor
Lewis, the United Mine Workers' gruff
chieftain, it is the Committee of
Industrial Crganizations {CIO}.

Hoffa rose from a hard-scrabble
childhood and early vears as a two-
fisted #bor ormganizer in Detroit o

become the dominam “leamsier in the
Midwest and then general prosident of
the union from 1957 o 1971,

He was ough pinsically and mentally.
He was demanding and coneroversial,
Fie was indefatigable in working for the:
union. He was a tenacioos, effecrive
negotiator in winning higher wages and
better working  conditions  for  his
members.,

fank-snd-fide Teamsters foilowed him
with gratitude and uncritical prise. A
galaxy of major organized crime figures
supported him — and used him, e
aupported them — and used them, The
LS Senpawe Sclect Commitiee on
Improper Activities in the Labor or
Management Field and the L& Depart-
nwent of Justice trgeted him as Puhlic
Enemy Noo 1 in Labor,

Lltimately, he went to prison, con-
vicied of wrving to fix a jury and of
defrnding the Teamsteny” Cenerl Staees
Pension Fund. Paroled on Dec. 23, 1971
aftey SCTVING four years, nine maonths

and 10 days in the federal medium
secutity prison al Lewisburg, Pa., Hoffa
set out o regain contnel of the union.
It was not 1o be, On July 30, 1975 he
vanished, Circumstantizl  evidence
pointed o a2 mob hit. His disappearance
remiains wnsolved.

Was Hoffa the model of @ maodern-
iy union leader, 23 thousands of union
membeni belioved? (O was he, as my old
boss and friend Robwert Kennedy he-
ticved, a symbol of corrupt formees tha,
it unchecked. threatened 't end up
owning the country?”

[n “Hoffa, Arthur A. Sloane, pro-
fessor of industrial relations at ihe
LUnivemity of Deluware, has written an
even-handed biography. He doals dispas-
sionztely  with Hoffa's life and the
actien-packed contrioversics in which he
wis emhrcoiled, from the stoowberry ™
strike in which Hoffa was a leader in
Detroir when hie was 18, o his untimely,
mysterious and prosumcd marcer.

it is to Sleand's credit, for he knew
HotFa and admimed muach, but not all of
what Hoffa did. As Sloanc scts forth in
the preface, he decided w write his
Harvand Business School doctoral disser-
tuon in 1962 on Hoft,

“With the brashoess of yvouth”
Stoane wrote, 7[1] asked him if [ could
totlow him amuond the country. For the
next several monts §owas basically a
full-time Noffa watcher and the written
product of chis experience got me my
doctorie the following year

Three years ago, students. zeconding
to Sloane, motivared hin w expand his
thesis on over-the-rogd bamgtining ingo
# full-length bivgmphy, The resuls is a
tight focus on Hoffa the cur, e
devoted husband and  father, the
charismatic, workaholic wamsicr boss,
the defiant defendani. but only skimpy
exploration — beyond Hoffa's beliefs —
of why Kennedy went after him, og
why Frank Fitzsimmaons, Hoffa's
designated caretaker of the union, so
opposecd his atiemps 1 return o power

Sloane limiwed his research oo “maost
of the key people in the Teamsier
leader's life sl around,” Seoae
commiitece and court records, other
hooks about Hoffa and newspaper
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reparts that appearcd on Hotfa between
1952 and 1975,

A definitive biography would have
required lengthy  imterviews with
govermnent  officials, Teamsters and
others who opposed Hoftl and an effon
1 examine unpublished records, Thus,
such an account Tomains to be wrilien.

Hotfa never admitted thar he did
anything wrong. He clainred to be the
victim of a vendetrz-driven “foul
CONSPIiRY ™ o juil a labor leader

When convicled of jury timpeting, in
Chattinvoga, Hota said the wrial jury
“did bt retuen a verdict againse Jimmy
Hoffa, private citizen; it returned a
verdict against Jimnyy Hoffa, presiden:
of the Feamsters Union.”

For that und other calumitics that
befell Hoffa — and for his triumphs —
facts. but no
judgments of his own. And his report-
ing suffers from a2 repeated fadlure o
ideneify  sounces he quotes Or  say
whether they asked for anonymity.

Sloanc  provides  the

Even so, oaders who are unfamiliar
with Hotfa will get a well-paced, detail-
cd account of his tite and perbaps be
mouvated w delve deeper ine the
complex circumstances of his rise ancd
fall.

At the book's end, Sloane, finally
disclosing what he thinks, concludes:

“Despite his cepulation, he was no
more 2 study in black or white than
anyone else: as with all of us, shades of
grty apply. He was stronger willed,
o hind charging, more powerful and
mare notoriows than most people. Buc
be was, in his many strengths and his
many weakoesses, o less human”

fiduin Guthman, Nieman  Feffow
5E, §5 o professor of fourraliss dt the
{niveniity of Sowdhern California. He
s Attarney CGesreral Robert &
Kennedy's press secvetdr) i the [ epart-
medt of fustice during REK's campaign
Jor the LLY Senate in 1964 and the early
menths of bis Senafe tervm. (-

Tales And Philosophy Of An Angler

The Way of the Trout

MR Montgomery
Alfred A Knopf, 1991, §22

by Patrick A. Yack

irst, a confession: 1'm noc MR Mont-
anmcr}"s kind of fisherman.

To catch trout, I've used worms,
Roaster “Lils, spoons, Bapalas, canned
corn, Vehoeon cheese, salmon eges and
ves, oven (he beloved dry fly.

Not only have [ used just about
arrytbing that might work, Uve actually
eafen some of my catch, Whazs more,
I've bought conkbooks thal contiin
reeipes for grilting, baking and sauteing
troui.

Uinlike Mr. Momtgomery, who claims
troui are 'hland and bony,” 1 find trount
quile 1sty, especially as a boerkfast dish
with Tushbrowns and scambled cpges.

I'm sure Mr. Montgomery will con-
sider my  habits vulgar, ruthless,
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unneeessary, paintless and flaunting, but
[ wanted them on the recond, dinect and
up fromt.

It would be easy for 2 guy like me to
wide into say, two papges, of 2 hook
such as The Way of the Trout and wadc
uul,

I mean one of the cover's suhtitles,
which foreshadows senie of the wone of
“The Way's” inside pages. is too much:
Principles of Fly-Fishing Drawn trom
Personal Experience, Historical Sources,
and the Advice of Companions, Guides
and Strangers fo wBich e dedded Ance-
dotes of Angling in North America (are
you still with me?) und Greae Dricin
including the Anthor’™s Return to the
Biterroot and Blackfool Rivers of Mon-
tana, {hang on. we're almost finished)
and Expeditions o Sew Rivens Created
by the Comstructon of Water Reservoins
and to Old Streams Newly Discovered.

W hew!

But you know what they say abow
hook coven,

“The Way' is nut just for the tweed
and chino set. This is an exceptional
book and anyone who loves fishing will
findd Mr Monmgomery's cecollections
and obscrvations a joy o read.

For those who think fish were meant
for catching let the record be clear: The
fish was oot created by The Grear Maker
10 he caught. It was created w be
endlessly written zhowt by self-indulgent
authors equipped with the dullest of
recollnaiens about their fisst fishing Lrip
with dad, their first catch, their et rod,
their first plenge int the lake wearing
chest wadens, You get the picture,

¥What distinguishes Mr, Montgomerny
are the depth and range of his observa-
tions wwwl his skillful pen.

Sure, be can’t belp replay many of his
“frsts’” (how do these guys remember
every turn in the bend since they wem
[ive, amyway ) No good fisheoman-(urn-
writer ¢an hecause much of what the
love affair with fishing is about is the
indelible  relationships formed and
nuriurcd while in the proecss of scarch-
ing for the right, fruitful spot of the
SLPCIUTL.

Mr Montgomery's sojourns with his
Uncle Gordon and his Aunt Ruby in
Montana are warm  and tender
revelations.

“I'm not sure [ can expliin just how
impocant, how manly 2 boy can feed
when, clad in hip bhoots, a creel stcap-
ped over his shoulder and bouncing on
his hip, carrving @ genuine fly rod, he
walks down o the river hehind his
uncle” he writes, reflecting on one of
his boyhood trips our West.

“[ have crossed a lot of threaholds,
but 1 don’t recali aking bigger seeps”

[n addition te being a good story
teller, Mo Montgomery™s also a good
reporter and writer

With grace and authority, be can relay
some of the more technical aspegts of
the sport. Theoughout **The Way,* Mr.
Montgomery passes along  worthy
insights about everything from casting
o reieding the proverbial trout sirezm,
from the difference between the rain-
bow and cutthroag o how and why
yvour kid's goldfish s a stronger fish than
the ol’ fighting trout.

He's not afraid, either o debunk



some of fly fishing's most cherished
myths: Fly fishermen oever fall in che
wader or snap 2 line or snag 2 fy in the
bushes hehind them. FHa! And get this:
it dogsn't wke that much patience,
according o Mr. Montgomery, w tie
your own flics!

He has a special, thought-provoking
message for those of us who like to
keep some of their fish: ' . . As long as
people think trout are born to die in 2
creel, as long as beer commercials end
in a frying-pan fade-to-black, it will be
a long struggle (o return fishing o that
wildness which really is the preserva-
tinn of the world ™

Ajthough he claitns he's not a2 good
teacher, he passes along some wurthy
tips. When you are on a guided foac
trip, ask your guide to stop and allow
you to wade @ bit. It's a simple thing,
but a nice: twist to the book. And if you
ask ibe Jocal wekle operwor for the
latest fishing repor, hine the decenrcy to
actually baey something.

M Montgomery may be at his best
when  writing about the  humorous
nature of trout fishing. And [ishing ¢an
bring out the oddness of man and
WOIAN,

I've often wondered whas a Martian
might think. for example, if it hovered
ofl the Oregen coast during a salmon
season, What it would see dre scores of
huats, with mds pointing  skyward,
houncing up and down, zig-zapgiog 1o
anl fro.

[t would see men 20d women cating
sumlwiches and drinking coffee or heer
who pawscd only to regemgioge or
urinaic over the side of their boat or 1o
pull 2t big tfish out of the water. It would
hear through che crackle of the boats”
rlios how Joe had just hooked a big
otie of how Sally had just gotien the
skunk ofT her boat or what had happen-
cd ter Dill just minutes age over by a
cerin buoy.

Mr. Moenigomery passes along  his
own  witty vemsion of my  Martian
ohservation.

"It can be amusing. if you are casily
bhumored to waich a section of river
where both wading and floating anglers
are working,” he says,

“If the civer is large and fairly even,
flowing simiight aleng without much
bend or change in depth, or ingeresting
rocks and ¢ddies. the float-fishermen
will all be looking at the river cdgc,

csring right up to the grss, bouncing:
Nics off the hank.

“Fhe wading fishermen will b in up
1o their waists, thowing flies out w, or
past, the course tiken by the drifting
Iscxats.”

Mr. Montgomery ¢an border on over-
doing it a1 times, but be is accurae
fixeus on the grue heauty of trout fishing,

Bass fishing is reek and roll: power-
ful. punchy. ‘Tmout fishing with flics is
chamber music: Poetic. Rhythmic, Dass
fishing is about casting aml oecling.
Trout fishing with flies is abous laying
Jdown a tly, watching and waiting,

Mr. Momgonery has it sight when he
says, U To be successful, fly-lishers, must
ltve in 2 floating world away from the
routine duties and schedules of Jife,

“They adjust to the flow of the waser,
the way of the trout. They are wholly
preoccupied with linding a fish that
will, fur a few minutes, join them in the
dance, It is a haller between pariners —
angler and fish — and set w the pace
of the fly above and the trout low””

Yack is a native of Arkeansees and the
munidging editor of The Register-Gueard
in Bugene, Oregon O

Friendly Talks With Professors

Qand A
Conversations With
Harvard Scholars

Prtir Costa
Harvacd Umiversity Office of News and
Public Alfairs, Cambridge, MA S18.95. 1991

hese 35 interviews, Derck Bok. the
Tius:-rr:tircd Harvard president, says
in the foreward, demonsicate the ringe
of interests of Harvand scholars and the
depth of their inguirics. Range of
inwercst, yos, from the fiest. Robert
Coles’s discussion of childrens’ con-
cepts of God. through Feni Diaconiy’s
discoverics of card shuffling, w the end,
seamus Heaney's reading of an untitled

allcgorical poem. But depth? Not quite,

The problem with the inferviews,
which fimt appeared in the official
Harvard Gazetee, is that the questioning
iz so gentle. Poter Costa, Dvirccior of the
Otfice of News and Public Affaies ac
Harvard Eniversity, throws onge soft ball
after another g his learned suhjects.
Such as asking Nohcol Prize-winner
Budley Herschbach, * When did you fall
in love with chemistry?’” Or asking
acting dean Henry Rosoavsky, "Why
does higher cducation cost s much?”
S¢icom are they asked hard guestions
or pressed with any enerpy 1o defend
their concepts.

Novertheless, Costa accomplishes
with his friendly guestions what an
ordinary journalist would fail we do. By

letting  the  scholass set their own
agenda, he gives them the epportunity
10 lead us oty arcas that would not e
wvealed in an ordinary interview. The
scholur knows that his stitements witl
not be tittered through a critical word
processor and strives o make podnts
that he — not the jourmalist — vicws as
impoctant. As a result the weader often
feels be is sitting in o divinog room listen-
mg quicily to a brilliant mind enge over
a favored subject,

It’s a pleasant and ewanding book o
browse before going 1o bed. M
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NIEMAN NOTES

—1947—

JACE FOISIE sendds a better rominiscmg about

EHlomer Bigact

He was 1he longest-serving copy hoy
ever Lo put in time on The New York
Elerald Tribune His editors were slow o
leiaen ehat behind his inkense stuitering
wus o stubborn talent.

An a2 Siars and Stripes  reporier §
remember taking Horoer ot in Sicily on
his first ook at ground combar U onl
then he hzed been based in London, one
ol the fiest correspondents to Ny hemh-
ing missivns,

btk him o he Thied Davisien HGG
whete he was heicfed, then to regiment,
then o battalioo, 7 That s abwout 11, Mr
Bigart,” | said. "We cn gooap to an OGP
and veu can see some fighting. ™ Bul oh
ne, the neweomer insisted on going, for-
ward to 3 company. Then he made ichent-
over dash toa platoon autpust. Where
her and his reluctant guide took i bout of
German mortac fice. This poay isn't going
ta last long, | decided.

His cabled report to the Herald-Trib
thert day skipped s personalizason. But
the home Ffrone readers gained a0 good
idea of what cambat is all about.

The rest ix kegion. When The Elerald
Tribune folded, The New York Times
grabbed him

ook me some ume before Trealieed
Hermer alse had acting talent. When the
Pross R was aboul toomove, Homer
always seemed bewildered. 1 o ather
colleagues abways found auesclves doing
his pucking, rolling up his sleepang Dag
While Homer pecked out another
dispraich!

It was the same ambling IMgart in
Kured, Lur paths did not cross there But
they did again in the early days in Viet-
mm What a remarkable mon. Although
they will be Nivmun citations. perhaps
your idea of recogniving jourmalistic
exceltence could be called Bigan Awsurds.

— L1957 —

WILLIAM WORTHY sent a posteard July
Frowm the Kosar Hogel in Tehran saving.

Rueck here Tor the tourth ey 18
1981, 1984 since the tevolution — with
all the many tungible as well as
aumospheric changes in the afeermaath of
W wars.

Quite 3 diffeeent ¢lan from wha |
reported in e Autumn HS Nicman
Ruprorts.

Hope o proceed o svriv and beyvond
before returniag for o second academic

4G Nieman Reports

.
I

year z» 2 visiting prof in Haward s
School of Communications.””

— 1962 —

JAMES V. MATHIS, president-publisher of The
Edinburg 71X Daily Review boe 26 vears, Jicd
of cincer Jurie 28 ar the age of 67,

Mathis was the Washiogton burcay chief of
U Hlodseon Pose from 1957 s (901 e later
served as Washington and White House core
roespandent for the Newhouse new spaiwr groupy
in 19605 he bought The Datly Review and The
Rio taranle Herald  He retired in 1949

I Judy. Brigham Youny L niversity announged
the uppointment of JOHN HUGHES a» 1 pro-
fessor in the Depariment of Communications,
where he will teach elasses in advaneed repor-
ting i well as gradusite courses. Hughes abser b
heen appointed Director of the Deparument's
Internationzt Media Studies Program. Accord-
ing o PYLU news release, rhe new U laterna-
Diotwd Medin Siodics Program will conduact
shindivs of radion tebevision, newspapers wnd
nggazines dwoughort the workd © .0 I will in-
sitee joursilinty diud broadcdsiers from abroad o
wisit BYT and wll ply host w distinguished
viniting protessors white preparing siedents for
caregrs ininterotionad communications. '

Hughes, & Fulitver Prize winner in 1967 for
his reporting on political upheaval in Indonesia,
writes o weekly column for The Christian
seience Moniter. which s distributed through
the Lox Angeles Times Svadicate to 160
newspapers, e chairs President Bush's Task

Force on Uy, Governmeent  nessational
Broadoasting,.
—1984—
WAYNE P KELEEY., JR.. was nmamsl

supcrintendent of Documents of the Govern-
mend Printing Office on April 15, Kelley is the
18Lh Supertnicndent of Pocunients, @ pasition
created by Congress in 1895, e will be respon-
sible for an operation that distribuates milions
of Federal publications 1o more than 13940
deposttory libraries i the U s 0 supplivs
documents through the International FExchange
Program of the Library of Congress, and
pversees 25 hookstores natlonwide and a
publicaricns mail order program thag processes
oyer 5500 orders daily

Redley wias publistyer and execuove sice presi-
dent of Congressional Quarterly tram 1980 uintil
TUy Ble abser servied as executive codibon, miurtag
ing editor and wssociate editor during his mory

than 20 vears with the publicarion, His accom-
plishments at Congressiconal Quarterly mclude
the revitaliziation of two reference puriaadicals
that raised revenues 230 percent in T yeors.

Prior o joining Congressional Cuarwerly,
Kelley, 3 graduare of Vanderbilt Eniversity, seov-
cdd as the Washington correspondent for The
Athanta Journal from 1965 o 1969 2nd as gity
vaitor for The Avgusia Chranicle from 1960 (o
196%. He earned several Associated Press and
Sipgma Delea Chi awards for bis work with the
Georgin publicarsons.

Ketley headlinged the ness release on his up-
prviiments which was received at the Nivman
office via Morton Minz, “Jobless Micman Finds
Work,™

— 1967 —

RICHARD H STEWART has tiken the money
arwd rua inte reticement, Dick was oae of threw
Bostun Globe tews execuatives who accepred a
burout offer for cary retirement. Over the years
he frad been a reporter in ®ashington, 2 roving
New Enpland reporter. National Editor and
eventually Public Relations Coordipater. He was
press secretary o Edmund Muskie during, thut
senztors tl-fated run for e Democraog
Prestdential nomination.

Al a reticement party July 19, Dick was ribbed
unmercifully, bet at cthe end of his speceh he
brought tears o the eves of seores of well-
wishers with a steny of 2 trip o the Soviel Union
as s correspondent during the Cold War, Visiling
4 chureh, he was Rissed by an old man, sho
wished him peace. That, Dick concluded, was
what he wishod everyone.

[n an article in 2 mock Page One of the Globe,
Divk’s rcpuration as a pocrrayor of varioos
charactees. fram a Maine philosapher stupafy-
ing city folks o an RAF Sqpadoon Commander
tarking urders to Spitfire pilots, was recalled.
The ariicle went om

“When Edieor Tom Winship decided v he'd
had enough of Stewart and his silly aceent, he
did whal many Globe editors have dane over
the vears with prablem people — he cncourag-
vd him o apply for a Mieman Fellowship

C“However, the Nieman exporicnce only
nmuagnificd his affectations.”™

In reticement Dick is thinking of building on
his charzeter roles and his singing (o go into
WCELOE.

WILLIAM F, W2, ecditor of The St Lows
Post-Dispatch, served s ne of the 1991 Policeer
Prize nominating jurors



—19G8—

B, BRANDT AVERS, editor and publisher of
thie Anniston (Ala) Star, apent two weeks in the
Sovict Union and Eastern Europe May 10-25. [n
Prague he foond symbols of change:

One night 2 student painted 2 Soviet
war-memorial tank 3 (ruly shocking
shude: of Pepro-Bismol pink and draped
on it a sign. " I'rojan Horse.™' When the
tank was repainted  olive drab, 20
deputies of Parlizmenm pained it pink
again in broad daylight.

Then there was the plump, balding
planist who entertained during a final
dinner in Prague with invired guests. One
of the guests was Yolweeh EHloeber, editor
of Svobodne Slovo (Free Word) which
tad been the ficst o give a front-page
emclorsement of the demonstrarions
which brought down the Commurmmst
government. When the pianist played,
“As Time Goes By Huebher said, “'l
know that man. He used 10 be the depua-
ty chicf of the KGH in Czechaslovakia »

From Leningrad Ayers filed the following
IMPLESSions:

When citizens here vored o serub the
name of the founder of the Communist
Party from the face of the city where V.1
Lenin woent e sehool, they alsa raised a
(uestion about the soul of a nation: When
1 religion hegins o dic, the civil religion
of Communism, what then will feed
Russia’s soul and nurture the pride of its
proplc?

The recommendation of voters here to
return 1o the Westernized name, St
Petersburg, coupled with the elecworal
triumph  of Boris Yeltsin over the
Commuaist Party candidate,  surely
means the old faith is losing its grip.

Lenin's face may be fading but it hasn't
disappearcd as 2 week of interviews with
editors of both official and unofficizl
newspapers and officers of fournalism
associations here and in Moscow clearly
reveals.

What one finds in the editorial office
where Leain's name and image are still
honored and where Communist symbal-
ism is cither ignored or despised i
intellectual combat ¢f 2 virality that was
unimaginable when this cepurter first
visited the soviet Lnion in 1975,

In those years, the Soviet Union
seemed 1o he joined by rivets of steel
ideology. The catechism of the old-time
religion was drilled inlo clites at univer
sities, in the media and at the only forums
fur the carcer-minded ambitious,
Communist Pary mectings.

Disciples raised on rthe old-time
religion may 1oy o adapt but find change
spiritually hard wr take. For instance, al
the Unicn of Journalisis in Moscaw | the
deputy chairman had been speaking
about the new status of the professional
assaciation — independence from any
political party or agency of government.

Moemenis later an American publisher
noted a picture above the speaker’s head
and asked, “That fellow in the cap there,
didn't he used ta be Vadimir llych Lenin?

What's he doing here?”” The deputy
chairman stifTened noticeable and replicd
cvenly, “'Lenin is part of our history, a
founding father. No Russian would make
joking remarks ahour your George
Washington.™

In a similar vein, the editor of the
respected governmenl newspaper,
lzvestia, explained Leain's image on the
masthead, "As the United stawes has
respec tor its Stars and Stripes, so we
should have respect for our symbols.
Although we have kept symbols on our
front  page, we  fecl free 1o
criticize . . - we'te  not  afraid  of
anything.™

At the Instituie of Paolitology in
Leningrad. a bulking. white marble Lenin
grees 4 visicor before he is told aboue the
independence of the journalism curri-
culum there. Asked about the apparent
contradiction, a professor of Soviel
history rambled angeily. “Only  bar-
barians ruin portcaits. He is our history.
we don't think democracy means the
death of Marxism-Leninism. There weee
difficult times in the history of varicus
religions . .. 7

There are other acacdemic ancd editorial
clfices where the great Communist icon
is not e he found, where Lenin s
dismissed as icrelevant or bitierly
denounced.

At the top of the grand skureise keading
o the offive of the immenscly popular
newspaper, Argumenty v Facry (2%
million circulation), a startling icon greets
visitors — a multi-colored plaster statue
af 2 woman whose face is half dark Blue
and balf white, a sorg of Madonng of rhe
Hurd Rock Cafe. Lenin doesit’l sleep here.

The edicor of Moscow Komsomaolers,
A new paper aimed at young adulis,
which is gaining while most large papers
are losing cicculation, scowled au the
mention of Lenin, 1 took down his
picture a long time ago. Lenin was the
criminal aof the centucy, the murderer of
4 nation. ™

Most ironic of all, is the word feom the
journzlism facuhy ar Leningrad State
University — the university from which
journalist v.1. Lenin graduated in the city
that bears his namc, At the request of Lhe
stuclents, Marxism-Leninism is no longer
taughit there.

The celivs. the tcons, the holy
sacraments of the old-time Communist
faith are disappearing, one by one. Wl
will £ill the emply places where the image
and the idea of Lenin ence stood? Asked
the source of Russian pride. 1the editor of
Moscow Komsomolets answered brus-
qguely, “'being Russian. ™

‘To be Russian means having vome an
exeruciatingly  hard way zcross the
steppes of history, alone, isolated from
the more fortunate peoples of Eueope and
Americz. The very burden of that history
i» a hetter source of pride than Lenin™s
imaginary “‘New Sovier Man.” Ic has
shaped a religion, the Russian Orthodox
Church, to which many are retucning.
and inspired many of the world's greatest
writers and composers.

An artilicial religion is Jdying in Bussia
Perhaps tomorrow the soul of the Russian
people will be relreshed by an older,
micrre uthenpic religion and they can (ke
realistic pride from the pain they have
horac and the great art ig has produced.

—1971—

GERRY . LAFOLLETTE came oul of retire-
ment brielly 1o write a feature for the
Indianapaolis Star and a revision for his old
homerown newspaper, The Carning, (N Y
Leader “Uhe article, about the death of 2 friend
on Hearthreak Ridge in the Korean War, drew
much favorable reaction, Here is the article:
titlked! “'Another War, Another Ernie;’”

Lesert $torm has come and gone and
50 have the parades, but not the memaory
of other wiars

The first war in my life was World
Wace 1.

Same prople called it Ermie’s War,
That™s because Fenie Pyle was the best
correspondent in that terrible conflice. He
wroke stofics 2bout the men wheo won
that war, hest summed up by the title of
one of his books “'Drave Men.”

For me, when | wias old enough to go,
there was another war and anothers Froie.

I was Korea and his name was Ernie
Nitsche.

He was in my class in high schouol,
Corning Free Academy, und he was one
of two men in the class of 1950 who
would dicin that far away land no ane
knew much abount.

W found cut quickly on g Sunday in
June, the 251h, when North Korea
invaded South Koerea. It was also gradua-
tion day. [t wias also my parent's 2ird
wedding anniversary.

Erni¢ was of medium height, with
blond hair combed carefully as hoy's or
men's hair was in those days. He was
guivt, with an vecasional widle smile that
gave the impression he might be up to
something. He walked with a kind of
hauncing step.

Erniec wasn't all that ficed up about
schaol, but then few of us were., Most of
21l he liked to go fishing in the litde
streams around Corning, our hometown
in western New York siame,

[0 the yvearbook, the quote after Ermic’s
name, picture and schocl activitices was
“you ought w see the trout ., 7

As L recall, bis Dad, like mine, worked
in the Corning Glass Works.

Erni¢ lived a couple of blocks south
and west of our house, faccher up the hill
than we did, at the edge of a valley chat
led o higher grownd. Elis house wasn't
tow far from the sl stream thar had
helped form the valley.

Above his house was the Powder
House Rozd where we sometimes walked
afier school, Or, on other afternoons, we
shot baskets at a rim on the front of his
gArage.

school alwiavs started right after Labor
Day, except in 1944 when a polio
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epidemic kepr all children guarantined on
their own block inw October.

Just as predictable as school starting
was the junior and senior high schools
petting ofl char Friday because of the
country fair in Bath, K.Y , about 17 miles
northwest of Corning.

Nut many kids went, Bug it was an
cxvuse to mavhe walk aroand Spencer
Hill or a1 least up in the woads, the trees
showing the firse hints of fall,

I didn't graduate with Ernie because |
woent away 1o school, to get ready for
college. Frnie was probably going 1o go
to wurk in one of the factories as ather
members of his family had done before
him.

Then, along came Korea

Cur high school class, like thase all
agrass America, and like the West Point
Class of 1950, was swept up in the fiest
I'nired Narions action on that seale.

| rececived a drafi defeement because of
my education, $o, 1 didn’t serve my coun-
try until 1985, uneil after [ graduaed
from college. until after the Korean Yar
was over, until long after Ernie was dead.

W werett' o e hest of frivnds, but we
wore friecnds.

As the years have gone by, | hive
thought more and more about Ernic.
About what | have done with my life tha
Ernie couldn’ do with his — marriage to
a wonderful woman, theee fine daughteres
and now g granddiaughter, @ job thut 1
liked.

[ have thought about the other things
thay Ernie only bricfly had a chance to
vy, much less appreciate — the taste
of hame-cooking, the smell of blassoms
in spring, the sound of chikdren bughing,
the sight of leaves changing colur in
autnmin, the quict of a snowbound winter
nighr.

1 have thuught about the chanee | had,
that Eenic didn’t, and the chance 1 had,
brcause of Ernde. [ have thought sbout
the chanees we all have had, char all the
Ernies didn’t, and the chances we all have
had. because of all the Ernics.

It makes you hope that what you did
with your life was worthy of them.

| wasx a newspaper reporter for 30
years, fiest on the Old Indianapaolis Tines
which folded, then on The Indianapalis
News, [eovered politics and governmeni
and many of the HLther areas a newspaper
should, writing stories that were impar-
rant for people 1w read.

It's a debit | feel T owed to Ernie and
I like ta think I made good on it

Among the lerters LaFolletre received was one
from Ecnie’s hrather, Joseph. and onc from the
parents of Ernic’s bride. In i P.S_ Juseph added:
"we feel our debt to Ernie was truly paid.”

PaFollette bas been working "ot 100 dili-
geneiy'” ot 2 book on newspaper humaor.

—1974—

As o August L, phosographer STEVE
NORTHL'P hecame Assistant Managing Editor

48 Nieman Reports

for Graphivs for the New Mexican, a 22 0400-
cirvulation daily in Santa Fe, Steve said that sinee
he turned SO and survived. rather than getting
a mid-life crisis 1 got a full-time job.” As a “daily
journalism junkie, it's nice being back.™

Steve and his wife Lee are also geeting theic
atmual fall crop of dahlizgs ready for the state
fair. %0 far, they have a “shoe-box full of
ribbons,” and will keep it uniil they have
“enough for 2 quile.'”

Steve just finished 2 book on Zoni, Navajo ang!
Hopi silversmiths and jewelers in pueblos along
the Rio Grande. He ook 22 black and white
partraits of the nagve American artises, 2 secoml
photographer 100k photographs of the work,
and Dexter Cirllo wrote the wexe. [t 33 being pub-
lished by Abbyville Press angd will he out in the
fall af 1992,

—1977—

Alexandra ror-Ner, wife of Nieman Fellow
ZVITMIR-NER, dicd of brain cancer on Wednes-
dav, Junc 19, at Youville Hospital in Cambridge,
MA. Alexandra, 43, was a photographer and
writer. Her obitwary in the Doston Globe
described her in this way: "Ms. Dor-Ner's
award-winning photographs have been exhi-
bited in the Smithsonian Institutien in
Washington and her articles and piclures were
published in beoks, periodicals and newspapers
around the world, She also produced sduca-
tional programs about child development | .
My, Dor-Nor lived for 17 yvears in lsrael, where
she foined a group ot photographers document
ing disappearing neighborhoods in Jerusalem
She was awiarded first price in the Iseael
Through the Camera’s Eyve” competition in
1977 she alsa taught English and photogeaphy
n EBracli high schools. Ms. DorNer wraveled
cxtensively on phoregraphic assighmentsy. Early
in their 22.year marriage. she and her hushand
circumnavigated the globe on a freighter, pro-
duging a documentary fitm on the voyage.”

Alexandra s survived by Zvi oand two
daughters, Tamar and Daphne. A graveside
seevice wis held in Mount Auburn Cemetery in
Cambridge.

—1981—

GERALD BOYD has been making changes
since e becanme Metropolitan Bditor of The
New York Times in Janoary. Some of them:

¢ Inviting reporters ta o weekly
enterprise Mecting — a preview of bigsstory
coverage and anyvthing clve anyone wants
t alk aboul.

* A late MmOrning metnn mceting 1o get a beeer
idez of the stories planned for the nexoday's
paper.

¢ Lewing experienced reporters direet speeific
projects ot pateing  them wicth newer
TUPOTILTS,

Writing about these changes in Times Talk,
the newspaper's house organ, reporter James
Barron says of Boyd:

“"He ralks about making metro reporter-driven
and about winting metro reporcters o feel that

they play asignificant and meaningful rele | . .
What he szys he wanted far the motro desk was
a system in which decisions could be made in
a ¢lear and logical manner. This reflects his
belief in setting clearly articulaed goals ™

Bacron puked a litde fun ab his boss:

“He talks ahoot Lrying Lo raise our level of
play. Apparentiy this is not the same as raising
our level of pay.”

DANIEL SAMPER has been named sociery
cditer of the Hispinic newsmagazine Cambic
16, Cambio’s socicty editor sn't limited ko
weddings and teas. Samper will cover opics
ranging from scicnee 10 education 1o people.

Samper and his wile, Pilar, have been living
and warking in $pain since bring foreed o leave
Culombia five years age. They bope to celurn
to Ceolombia ina vear or two. In the meantime,
they are enjoving Spain and strongly rfecom-
mend it for 2 “colocful vacation,”™

—1983—

Magnum phaotographer ELI REED conteibuled
tr zn vnusual July 2 oped page in The New
York Times. Fred Ritchin, aothor and
photography editor of The Times., sct the scene:
“To mark the Fourth of July weekend, the op-d
page asked severdl pholographers to comment
an the state of the nation by selecting one of
their recent images and explaining s
relevanee.”

Esehewing the more typical July ¢ photus of
fireworks, vockowls and the Fflag, the
photographers submitted work about the roles
aof female soldives in the Persian Gulf War,
domestic vicknee and ALDS. Eli's photograph
of 1 weeping woman was taken at the funeral
of Yusuf Hawkina, who was killed in Benson-
harst, Queens, this year, His caption: "1 bad not
wanted ey enter the church and wilness the
continuing saga of another drama of racial bias,
[ felt angry and upset over the death of this
young man, Yusuf Hawkins, killed by young
white males, whoem | hadn’t konowno bul whom
in some wa2ys I had known too well .. This
photograph gave me reason cnough o enter the
church. For one brief instant | saw 2 society in
the midst of selfolmervation al an vneomior-
table time. | saw one face of grief representing
us all, I fele at thar moment that the people
around me, including those in poswer. wery
realizing that we will not get any better until
wo recognize how very ill we are'”

—1984—

Three Nicman Fellows from The Boston
Glohe recently won awards from the National
Association of Black Journalists during the NAB)
convention in Kansas City, Mo,

Acvording o the Globe account, “Derrick
Jackson (NF '84), who wriles 2 column on
Thursdays and Sundays, was awarded fiest place
fur commentacy in a newspzper with 2 circula-
tiun over 75,000, Keporters 13eloces Kong and
Eileen McNamara (NF '88) and phatographer
Michels McDonald (NF 'B8) ticd for firm place



in the hard features category for newspapers
with circulatians over 75,000 . . . The series
examined the high death rate of babies born to
poor women — most of whom dire hlack or
Hispanic — and the death of health services
available to those women,™

—1988—

BORBY HITT and his wife, Gwen, have a new
boy, burn May 7 in Columbia, $.¢. Robert Paul,
named after his grandfatbiers, weighed ™ hs 13
ourices a1 birth. The Hices also have a L2-year-
uld son, Lugas.

Boabby recently resigned as numaging editor
of The State, a paper he had been with for 20
years. For now, Bohby and his family will stay
in the South Caroling area,

Three classes of Nicman Fellows were
reprisented af the wedding on Ssunday, August
18, of Boston Globe photographer MICHELE
MCDONALD and writer Adam Schwarniz in
Harvard, MA.

In a vard filled with summer flowers and
under the growing clouds af @ thundersiorm,
family aril fricnds gathered. Among them. Mike
{"#3) and Munigue Pride, Eiloen MeNamura ['88)
and Peter May, Fllic Brecher ("8%) and Marc
Woolfsun, Dale Mahacidge (88), Lindsay Miller
{'88) and Pcter Ambler, Stan Grossfeld ($92), and
Lais Fiore from the Nieman office,

After the ceremony and reception, guests
went indoors for the teaditional cutting of the
wedding cake. Oace safely inside, a storm
broke, and the celebration continued o the
sounds of thunder, lightning and pouring rain.

About 30 minutes later, as people staricd 1o
Icave, the rain stopped and a light fog settled
in. Perfect timing.

Michele and A<lam spent their honeymaoon in
Seetland.

—1985—

RO NORDLANID faxes fram Rome, where
he is Newsweek's burcau chief, the following
Proustian account of his courtship and marciage:

I me1 Sheila Webb in Bahrain as a result of the
Tragi invasion of Kuwait, on a 115-degree cven-
irg just after o Hash House Harrieres run, while
I was sitting hare-hottomed on a block of fee and
drinking beer as part of the Hash's compulsory
downs ritual, We had lwneh onee, dinner iwice.
and played squash three tmes Before she
returned to Ecuador, where she was then living,
After a courtship that visited five countries on
four continents, during the inteestices of the
Gulf conflicr, we were married not long affer
the reinvasion of Kuwait, and only days alter
I ecturned feom that country, on March 17,
1991, in Philadeiphia, and ehen embarked an
honeymaoon that visited six countries — maost
of them as far away trom the Middle East as
possible, i, [ndonesia, ‘Thailand, Singapore,
Malaysia, ete., and in cach of which we played
at least one game of squash, followed hy an
extended visit to leagi Kuedistan, wwhich had not
heen planned to be pare of the haneymaoon, and
where there are no squash courts, Rllowed

directly (by one day) by 2 sccond marriage
ceremony  in Brighton, England, Sheila's
hometown, where there are squash coorts,
which however we were unable to use as 1 had
picked up second-degree Burns 1o the hands, and
Sheila had dyseatery. Our overall squash stand-
ing at this point is (in matches) 110 W@ 109, in
Sheila's favor, We're very well-suited to one
ancther. ike to deseeibe her as amigrant fruic
picker. but she has also planed wood, mixed
cement, crewed sailboats and stomped grapes
far a living, s well as working in diverse places
as a Foreign Language teacher for the British
Counctl, all of which has taken her (o nearly as
many Countrics 25 me. She is nuw serling up a
satellite relecommunicacions concern, and we
make our scldam-visited home in Rome.

JOE THLOLGE, managing cditor of The
Rowetan, was in Naew York in June as part of
what he called his newest fellowship e
apparently is toying to emuolite the example set
by ROSNAH MAJLD. professional fellow from
Malaysia.

Towes classmates used his presence as the
CNUCLAC 0 stage 4 reunion in Rew York.
MARTHA TREVING of EI Norte won the week-
erd’s Jongest journey aoward. CECILIA ALVEAR
demonstrated her wlents as o producer, arrang-
ing activities from a Sanurday visic to ELlis sLing)
e dinet than might. NORMAN ROBINSON, Mr.
New Ocleans, stunned cveryone when he
apprared in a4 bow e MIKE CONNOR, whe
reenains in his hold job as the Syracuse Pos
Standard managing editor, and Hirb Connor, the
Clss doctor, surpeised o one when they aenived
wo late o visit Ellis Island.

CYNTHIA  TUCKER, Atlanta  Journal-
Constitution editorial columnist, took rime off
from MacNvil-Lehrer 1o schmooze with her
classmzres. RICK TULSKY, still of the
Philacletphia Ingpuirer, was there, of course. Kim
Tulsky brought the family credic by showing up
Saturday cvening, aftec o full day of work,
despite baving o return to her Iew firm for more
work Sunday morning. (Kim was in che early
stapes of pregnancy )

The group faund it quite casy to reunite with
the same old warrn feelings: the fellows spent
all weekend drinking wine, cating and elling
stortes abour classmates who failed to show up.
The group aveided pita sandwiches, ensuring
a good fime wis had by all.

MOELETSI MBEKI returned to South Africa
in Seprember of 1990 from exile in Zimbabwe.
Shortly thereafier. he beeame Tead of Commu-
nications for the Congress of South African
Trade Unions (COSATU), the largest teade union
organization in South Africa. He is working o
develop a mass media pragram o communicate
with affiliates in the country and also is work
ing 1 find a way, via radio and newspapers in
particular and television whenever possible, 1o
repert union mattees and to exchange informa-
tion with members and the public. COSATL
hopes 16 establish ity own radio station — &

critical conceen as this would be accessible for
a large percentage of its members and the public
and would also serve to promote literacy.

Moelewsi finds the position very challenging
and rewarding. s spouse, Miriam Parsanza,
cortinues {o prodoce elevision documentarics
and also is doing some work with progressive
organizations in the countey. As a buard member
uf the International Media Women's Federation,
she plans e travel o Washingron for a mecting
in Qctobee. Their daughter, Kuda Hatendi, is a
high school sentor.

T'he International Advisory Board Committee
1o Proweet Journalists inclueles 1 former Nienan
Fetow and twa members of the Nieman Class
of 1991-02, They ace LIL BINYAN (NF "89),
former investigative reporter for China's
People's Daily, now living in the West: LSAAC
BANTU (NF "92] a Liberinn journalist aed presi-
dent of the countey's press union, and MARIA
NMENA DUZAN, columnist ancd foemer foretgn
cditor of Colombi’'s El Espectador. Gitobu
Imanyaca co-winner of the 1991 Lowis M. Lyons
Award for conscienoe and intcegrity i jour-
oulism is also on the boured

SUNIL SETHIL, 2 syadicated columnist in India,
wrote a CNew Dedhi Postcard”  for the
seprember 2 edition of The New Republic. The
artivle discussed the possibility of the widaw
of Rajiv Ghandi's ronning for office. The article
ended this way:

In MNew Delhi the Circus has a long
histocy of survival, As long as thase cegal
sandstone buildings survive, there is time
in this city for palace intrigue. When the
seurching heat is finally doused by the
minseon rains, who knaows whar the
deluge will bring? The sheewdest bet is
on the coming out of Mrs. Ghandi 11

—19%0—

JOHN HARSOOD has joined the Washington
bureaw ul The Wall Street Journal, el cover
the White House andd the 1992 Presidencal
campaign. Ele's excited abowt the new job but
alser szdl 1 leave The St Perersbucg Times after
13 yeuars theee.

Frankic has a new assignment too, ay special
axsistant and all-purpose troubleshooter for the
exccutive ditector of the low-income housing
agency where she works in suburcban Maryland.
Mary Jeannc, now approzching her second bicth-
day, is more fun than cver. She's just about
grown out of her ' Nieman Baby™ t-shirt

GOENAY AN MOHAMAD, editor of the Jakara
news magizine Tempo Weekly, has spoken oot
aleng with others, against Indonesian press
restrictions. "' Ta revoke sameene’s driving
licenae you must go ta court.” he told Parliz-
ment in June. but there is ne court for cevoking
the [publishing license]. There is no chance for
jourrabists o argue.’” The Ministry of Informa.
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uon has defended ity power b revoke the
licenses of publicationy, saving that without il
there wold be anarchy . Bot Goenawean asked:
"B the government automatically right? MDoes
che government assume it is infallible just like
the Pope? I's not that we want e be
irresponsible or stic up rouble But we wani oo
ko the limins of responsiblicy.”

DICK §. REAVTS prrosenoed the Nieman Libracy
with a acw hoak. " Diary of an Undocuniented
Irrvigrant,” by Ramon Tianpais Perez Anillegal
alicn, Tianguis Perces ells of his timte i Texas,
Californda and Crregon. It is, an far as Reavis
knuws, ihe vnly book of jts kiond cver writien
Reavis translated the book praris because 'l
Pelicve in the subject wed in the wreiter.” e adds
“EU be happy if myv cpitaph reads- He dis-
covered Tianguis Perez.” The hook was pub-
lishied by Arte Publico Press, the chicy publisher
of warks with Moxican-American themes.

—19%91—

EATHYRINE M. SKIBA returncd  Fe the
Mitwiuked Jowrnal frenm Harvard in time to play
a4 major role i coverige of Jeffrey L Dahmyr,
the serial kitler, She filked the following 1o
Nicman Reports:

O couese it owasy tough to return o
s | had expeeted it o be tough.
I deliberately left ehe intersiaie som the rip
hack o Wisconsin, stapping by the
Amish of northern i

There secmed lole joy in the lives of
Amish wormnenr. Their days were marked
by drab clathing. bomely men ad spine-
brruising labor

Boston, the Athens of Armerici, wias a
thuusand miles behind me now. |
instructed my companion on Bow W
respond when |Honged woo hard for thee
beguilemends of Cambridge, Fiaesacd el
Sivenor's Macket .

UShubup,” e was Lo say, Yo could
he Amish.”

Five weeks back on the job, any profes-
sinmad doddrums | had vanished . Jeffrey
L. Dahmer’s arrest o July saw to thaat.

The d1-year-okl Milwaukean [nsh-:asml
acunning etficiency  He picked up youny
men in shopping mells and pay bars, lured
them ta his aparement, drugeed then,
had sex with them, strangled theim and
cut them e picess. sSometinies he kepl
their skulis amd sex gregans. e saved
hody puares the way some of us keep okl
Heense plates and picture post cards

Supposedly he ate human Nesh, oo

This wis news — unthinkable, sensa-
tivnal, an abeeration of the abnarmal =
ot the clegane, tweedy discourse of
Frculty Cluk Junches and Kennedy
Sl Forpms.

My first major comribulion fo the
Lahmer voverage wis a psychologioal
purtrail, a Sunday story thae was based
an mteryicws amed pubic records. T was
complered four days after hiv arrest.
Many sources cagerly contribured  —
froen lis prom Jdute 1w one of his

a0 Nieman Reports

pevchologists, who spoke off the cecord
The paecholigist, by rights, should nsol
have talked o mwe because ol medical
confidentiality provisions Alreads a few
health care professionals wha teeated
ahmer had turoed me down. T puesied
the paychologist because of the fda-
mental principle: Never anicipare 2
rejection  Nike savs just dooic”T Jour
sty know CJust ask i
['he Crirfies were 50 fnew, so shacking
amu] of such cnormous interest e it
svvmed cathartic for the peychologis, as
tar athers, o spuak to mc.

Early on 1 caught mysclf fecling sorry
tor Dahmer, the archerypal gquies loner
A gy mvisfin fromn an unhappy home. b
was crippled by shiyness, impaired by an
dlcohol addiction and withoot doul
menially jll

My sympathy  dissoived as §oread
through conrt records from his prior
convictions fur molesting a1 4-year-old
bov. Tn 1984 Dabmer had eaticed the Doy
ter his aparimeni by offering him 250 10
pose for piciures. e dragped, photo-
graphed and fondled the wen hefare the
bury could nake 3 woory oseape.

Dahmwer, ina letier (o the judge. proved
a formidable diar. "Whart T did was
deplorabie. The wortd has crough misery
withour my addeding more 1o, Sic, [oan
assure vou tha it owill never happen
again.’

in sinmlar fashion Dabmer had ennned
pedice officers, probation ageness and
moental heslth professionals for years

“leffrey Lionel Dabhmer had oan
msutiable sexual hunger for nuen — and
he laned them,” my story began

There dec few professional pleasures
preater than padding o the front pocch
o bunday, Doeisting the peper and see
e yau've made the banner That day
afrecek il boxes were fireed  wich
prlacarcts: “Life of Jeffrey  Dabmer.
LExtlisive!”

Becawse hin 17 confessed  kitlings
involved sex acys, dismembermenr angd
cannibali~m, guestions of resirkioe
immcdiately acose Mol cditing for
rekstnts OF Lashe wiis mioor, but i bwe
wstancey The Journal held stocics. Ong
wis & deratled account of the instant
photegraphs seized from Mahmer's apart-
revennf; D bl cken pictures, for exanple.,
al & decapitated head uoking up from
ahmer™s barthroum sink, with o penis
andd pair of hands aside the basin Anothee
story dealt with some of Dahmwer's vie-
tims and their own prior arfesis, same
frony prostitution and sexuil assaull. o
the latter case editors made the judgnem
not by run the story, hoping o spare
viclims® familics additional pain,

The orimes drew  reporters from
around the ghohe, with German reparters
showing an carly intergst hegause
Dahmer's misspent Army years had had
him stalioned in West (rormany. New
Dabimer was being probed there in con-
nection with vurious unsolved killings,
vven one invelving a woman wha had
been siabbed  Wrong gender, wrong

misdus operach — but oo omulier
suddenly dead poople. missing people
anel miissing body  parts owere being
revisited 1o osee it they had heen Jeffrey
Duhmwer's quarry,

Loafloraes humer punciusted oo days —
cven a stalfor from the acchbishop™s
office called in with jukes Litcrary agenis
phoned us seductively . Journalists from
Cagrad, Beitzin and Auseratiz hasly
visived or called.

Repociers from throoghoue the T,
particularly those (rom wlevision and
radio statians, seemed (o think pothing
uof calling the Journal newscoom and
interviewing reporters. Mosi of the calks
I had [rewmt Broadeast reporives began
without s mdeh as Good moraing ™ or
“hre yver on deadlioe?”’ Fhe callers
seemed tao think that 1 had nothing betier
to do than v hand oo Dahowr nouggers
and make availazble my Rolodexes.

Tring.

Dabmer's morder spree spaw ned
anether peneration of sfoes on the
criminal justce system and s failings.
Amng the storics:

4 Milwaukes  police had  had

cimntact with ihe seripd Eiller lagy in
May when they retorned a nude,
intoxicated 14-year-ald boy 1o
Bahmer’s aparument — a2 sory
broken by local television  Police
thought the two had had a lover's
guarrel Prabmer savs he killed the
Py — A Dot her b the 1 3-year-obd
from 1988 — as soun as policy left.

& A probation agent had received
permission not e make home visigs
o Dahimer’s apartnent — dubbed
the “Litile Shop of Hoerors™ by The
Washingon Post — Ieecause she had
hadd & heuvy caseload,

= A psyehiaarrist for the Probation
Bepartment had been proseribing
tranguilizers for Dahmer, who may
have used the drugs on his victins.

Three Milwackee police olficers were
suspended. The police chicf was assailed
by the runk aond e, The mayor weoung
bis hands onvver Milwaukee's image. The
stale’s wp lewyer probed the police
depariment. A small chorus of lewmakers
climored for the death pemaley.

I beent a highly  competitive,
challenging and evolving saga Mo doubt
thure is mere 10 come on [ hmer, whose
sandy factory job had had him maxing
chocolaie 1we blocks from  our
MW ST

Al re-entry after the Nicman year. Amsl
ey without — my Neeman colleagues
may be happy wo koow — the trips T sl
toy make o the cigarerte mdchine (A vice
shed in Cambridge. )

I miss all of my classmares, and hope
their rewuras e the real workd™ were
smootte, Mllitling and buoyed by the
dbandanl oy we Knew as Nieauans.




More ik lor FIM GLIAGO, The July 22 ceition
uf People owgasine fentered o picture of a
Brroqeondi g Tirm againeg o backdrop of the cancd
faces of Prosidents Washington and Jelferon on
Maount Rushmore io South Dakota The accom-
panving story explaingd how Tim end the seare’s
nine Sicux iribal chairmen rejeetvd invitations
o aitendl a cobehradion at Rushmore ofF the
MNazion's 215 birthaday  President Bush spoke
ab the cerermony. ©We were inviteed for wiggdons
dressing. " 'Tim is guoted as saving. " No Indiun
was asked o tefl the other side. | guess the
goverimiont doesit’t want the world o know
wint was done 1o ws.” The Sicux wam part of
their Black Hills back instead of the 8263 anllion
the poverament holds in g trast fund set up afier
the Suprems court ruled in the Indiany” Tavor

Tun poblisbed an editoriag in his Lakor Times
Labe lng Rushimare 2 shrine of by pocrisy becanse
it memorializes  Prosidents who commiticd acis
of aprocity against our people.”” Tim did send
a repurter ta cover the event. " We wouldo't e
doing aur job if we didn’t cover ic ™

People tana lener v the gdivor i bew weeks
laner that wrped Tim o “open his cges . Take
advantape of the money . LiFe gocs an, Jun't ket
stubBborm pride stand in the way of a betler ane.

KABRAL BLAY-AMIMERE, freclance jotrmnalisg
and foemer publisher/edisor of The Independen
iy Aceru, Ghana, was honered by the Natanal
Association of Black Journadists during its con-

venlion m Ransas Gy Juls - Kabrad weon
NALs Perey Qubwsrg Award for his fircless
comnitment o journadisin duspite repressive
press bawes designed to still his voice. He was
nominaled for the award by AleXis Yooy
George uf the Bosten Association of Black Jour.
malists, angd reccived 0 doring ceremonies
arrended by abowm 1LODG people. BETTY
WINSTON BAYE, 1 Nieman classmate and chiir
aof NARF's special Honers Commintey, made the
presentation For the first Lime this vear, NAB)
anarded voco Qoboea Awands Vhe other went
to Kenvan jouenalist Gitobu limyars, editor of
the Nairobi Law Monthly, whe is ane of (wo
jeurnalists selected by the Nieman Class of 1991
lor the Lows M. Lyvons Award (e back covern)
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Nieman Appointee Blocked

Dai (Qing, chosen for the Nieman Class of 1991-92, sent the
Foundation the following fax on September 3: *'To my very
preat regret. . my country has declined 1o issuc me i passport.
I am thus unable to leave. It is my misfortune and atso the

misfortune of my country people.”

Svcond-class
pastage paid
at Boston, MA

and additional

catries

2 Africans Win Lyons Award

Max «lu Preez of South Africa and Gitobu
Imanyara of Kenva have worn the 199 Louis M.
Lyems Award for conscience and integrity in jour-
malisry, the Nieman PFoundation at 1larvard
University has announced.

The 22-member Nieman Fellow Class of 1991
selectxl the twer journalists for thedr courageaus
efforls to gain democratic freedoms for their
counlrymen — cven as cach man Faced grave
threats 10 his life and liberty.

lmanyara, vditor of the Nairabi Law Monthly,
has been immprisoned theee tmes daring the Lase
vear by the regime of Kenva's president, Danicl
arap Moi, Imanyan, 37, was (reed May 28, neidy
thwee months afwer the state jriled him on sedition
charges.

Du Preez, <40, continues <3 B Lawsuits and
theemts of violenee for the work in his Yryve
Weckhlad tIndependen Weekly Juuroall, South
Afriva’s fisst cver independent Afrikaans-langoage
NUWSFAPCT.

The Lyons Award, named for Former Nicman
curator Louis M. Lyoms, was fiest given in 196+
The award cargics a $1.000) honorarium.

Last year's Nieman chass honored journalists in
Colombia — living and dead — for their coverage
of that natiaon’s drpg wars. Other past recipients
of the Lyons Award inclede Helena Luczy e, an
independent Polish jowrnalist; Monica Goneales
of Amlisis in Chily; 1oy Renner of Rewsday;
Aamericin correspondents wha covered the war
in Indochina; and <BS correspondent Edward R.
Murrow.

This year's awand macks the Tourth e it
the Sieman Felliaas bave recoepnizocd work in

South Africa. Past Lyons Award winners there
include Zwelakhe Sisulu of New Naion: Allister
Sparks, correspondent for the London Observer
and The Washington Post: and Joseph Thioloe of
the Sowelzn.

Do Preez founded his weekly in November
1984 aficr concluding that Afrikances represented
the biggest barrier to democracy in South Africa
— and rhut Alriksans-hinguage newspapars, so
closely associated with apartheid and the ruling
wational Party government, were doing little o
stirtulzate change. Afrikaans is Du Proeez’s native
tangue: he grew up in A consecvative, rural
Alrikaner community.

Tinlay Vrye Weckblad, with o staff of 28, sells
15,000 copics. " Daspite 2 very limited resources
Dase, the ¥Vrye WeekBblad has i and again come
up with reports of corruption and brutalicy on
Both sides of ke political fence,” Richand &, Sweyn,
cditor-in-chie! of The Johannesburg Stae, wrotye
in nominating du Precz for the Lyons Award.

“Fram exposing the existence of SWAPO tor-
ture camps in Narmibia o revealing wide-scale
corruption in black local government and in the
homelands system, du Preez bas been at the
forelcont of South African investigative jour-
oalism. Most notable, however, has been the
newspaper's expposure of South African death
syuads o the police and military,”’ wroote Steyn.

Du Preez's enumies have tried o intimidate
him. Right-wing whiles tricd to blow up his office
in July 194G, He continued o receive theeats by
lerter and phone, be says. And goveroment
alficials have atuacked his weekly with stawe-
spornsoncd lawsaits alleging ¢l famation and preo-

secution for supposcedly breaking government
restriclions on what the press may publish.

Imanyard's law monthby, founded in Septembser
1987 and now selling 20,0 copies, offers a plai-
form to erigics of the one-party regime of Presi-
dent Mai. The monthly has pressed for an end
to Moi's single-party smte and it has called atten-
tion to abuses of legal angl human rights in a
nation once thought of ay a model African
demaracy. For thae, the ke monthly hus found
itself fighting for it~ life

Invnyira spenl three weeks in detention in the
summer of 1990 and another week in Seprember
1990, and yet he continued o challenge the
government with the law monthly. In the spring
of 1991 its articles prompted Imonyara’s arcest
once dagain, the third in a0 yede's time. He was
imprisoned nearly three months, spending half
of it in solitary confinement in a damp. dimly It
cell and the other half in a hospil whene he had
heen taken afker sulfering an apparent seizore.
Although the most recent sedition charpes against
him were dropped on his release May 28, he siil)
faces eriminal prosecution by the government on
an acousation dating back 2bout seven years. The
government has confiscated his passport and
refused] ta allew him o travel abroadd. And
Imanyara must cuntinue o stave ofl the Mai
negime's year-old offort g ban his publication,
which has a saff of about seven.

e shall continge e provide the forum
through which Kenyans may debare the kind of
socicty they want to live in,” Imanyara said in a
telephone interview June 18 from his office in
MNairivhi.





