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Editors Bear Ethics Burden 

BY BILL KOVACH 

The summe:-r h;1s hn·n like a bad 
case of indigestion for anyom: 
concc:rned with stancl:lrd~ of 

journalism. 
Fi.r..t, the Supreme Court had to be 

callt'd in to tell Janet Malcolm am.I the:
edito.r., of The New Yorker that quot:l
tion marks arc not just decorJtive 
devices. And then the Court haJ to tell 

Curator's 
Corner 

The St. P:1111 Pioneer Press and the 
Minnespolis Star and Tribune that a 
promise is a promise. 

Both of these cases reflect the 
growing skepticism with which the 
publk - ;mJ the couns - tre,u 
press claims that its importance to 
self-government require spt>cial pro
tections. Increasingly, a press that 
c1lks of representing the public 
against the powerful is auackcd by 
that same public for callous disregard 
for privacy and profiting from per
sonal misery. A press once cdc:brJtcd 

for its investmem in news gathering 
is now <:ont·erned with 1he size of its 
holdings and quarterly pro.fits. Mean
while the credibility of the press as 
an institution of public service sinks 
with each mc:1surc of public 
opinion. 

But it was left to the dean of 
Boston Univcr.;ity's School of Com
munications to remind us just how 
far we have allowed our ethical 
smndards to sliJe. 
ln a stunning br:cach of faith, Dean 
H. Joachim Maitre delivert>d to his 
gr.1duating class of communications 
majon; a speecJ1 made up almost en
tirely of stolen ideas and words. 
When the theft was disclosed by The 
Boston Globe it cost Maitre h.i.s 
position. 

But is soon became clear that jour
nalists were stealing words and ideas 
with some regularity. Within a matter 
of days The N<.'\\' York Times had to 
discipline: a veteran reporter for 
copying several p:u:agrJphs of The 
Boston Globe story of the Maitre 
affair without attribution for his own 
account of the 1m111er. And then The 
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Washington Post :ind The i:on Worth 
SL:ar Telegram each fireJ reporters fur 
plaigiarism. 

What's going on hen:? Didn't 
plagiarism once rJok as a cardinal sin 
of journalism? Has the word, which 
is 1.ikcn from the name of a tribe 
thai stole dlildren for sale into 
slavery, lost its sting? 

Editors confronting the issue a~uc 
that the electronic revolution in 
newsrooms is 10 blame. 

The problem, they say, is with 
reporter.. who grew up on television 
who see no distinction berweeo the 
tclc.·vised image and live observation. 
These are the same reporters who 
grew up composing stories on com
puter screens. which make it possihle 
to research stories without leaving 
the office. Scrolling through a half
dozen wire s,:rvice reports and data 
base searches, they can move 
sentences, par.tgraphs, even pages of 
material gathc:red by other repor1crs 
and observers into and om of stories 
with the touch of a button. 

Since much of this material is the 
work of wire services like the 
Associated Press, which the receiving 
news organizations has a legal right 
to use, many rcportc~ and editors 
assume the material can be freely 
lifkcl without anribution. Many 
ethical problems arise from the 
gn)wing sense in our legalistic society 
that if ifs legal it's ethical. 

John Seigemhaler, who h.is dealt 
severely with the problem at The 
Nashville Tennessean, tried to address 
this confusion in a memo to his staff 
outlining gt"m:r.:tl rules to guard 
ag:1inst pl.tgiarism: 

..The general rule should be this: 
If our staffer picks up generally 
a(·cc:pted facts that arc in the public 
domain. presenting them without 

colllillll<'<I 011 page ~4 
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Needed: Conunittnent 
More Resources Are Required to 1ell the l·::conomic Story 

In a Dramatic and Readable lVay 

BY WILLLIAM NEIKIRK 

W 
hen The Chicago Tribune in 
1989 hroke the story of the 
FBl's investigation of corrup

tion in the dt(s futures markets, editors 
knew they had a massivi; commuoi<:a
tion job on their hands. These markets 
may be known for their colorful char.u:
ters, hut they ;1lso are very complex. 'lb 
explain the story of corruption, it also 
w-.is necessary co explain what the 
markets were, how they worked, why 
they were important and how some of 
the traders got around the rules. 

In reponing the story, it wa~ cle-.u that 
the markets had grown even more com
plicated, become even more interna
tion:d and constituted an :1rcane world 
with i.ts own language and culture, 
affecting all our lives in indirect and 
sometimes direct wayi;. Explaining this 
story to a front-page audience was 
roughly equivalent co teaching college 
calculus l(> bored third g('adc.rs, or try
ing co teach baseball to someone who 
has never attended or is not n·motdy 
interested in t·he game. 

The Chicago li.tturcs scandal illustrates 
tht identity crisis for business and 
economic news in the 1990s. Even as 
people need to have more of it for their 
own self-interest and survival, tht'.y an: 
more interested in stories of h.igher 
cme.rtainme.nt value. In addition, till' 
infonnation often is more complex and 
more international in tlavor, and dif
ficult to apply to the daily lives of most 
people, except indirectly. Editon; stck
i.ng to halt declinin~ readership (and 
declining advertising revenues) prefer 
more dramatic, compelllng stories that 
will connect immediately with readers. 
They want to go where their audience 
is, even if the audience isn't where it 
should be from the standpoint of 
interest and comprehension. 

But one of thc main functions of the 
press is 10 nluc:uc th<: puhlic. The 
colossal economic ignorancc of the 
American people demands tJlat the 
press assume a more activist role in 
r.iising their level of undt:rst:mding. 
Once editors and reporters make the 
commitment to put more rcsourct-s into 
this story, they will become more 
creative in tc:lling it in a more dramatic, 
readable way. One of the purposes of 
the Pulitzer Prizes for public service is 
to recognil.e newspapers 1h:1t bring diffi
cult hlll import:mt stories to the public's 
attention. The Pulitzer hoard could do 
outstanding service to the country. and 
to journalism. if ii began to recognize 
excellent examplc·s of journalism in the 
business and economic realm. 

In Print, on TV, 
It's Blow-off Story 

In most newsrooms, there is stil.1 an 
attitude that business and economic 
nnvs is narrow and applicahle only to 
a limited audience. Mose editors treat tht' 
subject with a mindset bordering on 
benign malfeasance. In both print anti 
broadcast journalism it is what I call the 
hlow-off story. When Ratht'r, Jennings 
:md Brokaw encoumt:r a hig-husin<:ss or 
<:conomic storr. they put a bi~ gr.iphic 
on the scn·cn an<l blow it off with a 
couple of sentences. 'J'ht' faih1rt' of a 
large hank, for instance. usually h:1s 
repercussions aroun<l the country, hut 
often do<.'S not get the widespread :men
tion it deserves ext·ept in the region 
where it's located. You will find many 
editon; treating business and economic 
stories like sports stories, as if the 
economic life of a coumry were somc
t hing that is regularly scheduled and ha.~ 
developed a daily routine that can he 
rtportcd as easily as Cubs 6, Astros 5. 

Is it any wonder that a savings and 
loan scandal c:111 sneak up on ;1 journal
istic juggernaut primarily imcrestt:d in 
politics, crime and abortion~ During the 
:--!Lxon Administmtion, many W.L~hington 
reporters failed to sec the i.mpor1;111cc-of 
the Watergate scandal until it was 100 

late and Woodw:m.l and Bernstein had 
gained the uppt.:r hand. It erupted right 
before their eyes, causing lbem tu 
scr.imblc to catch up. Now. the same 
thing has h;1ppem:d to them again -
only this time. the Watergate scmdal is 
financial. lb be sure, there wen· a few 
newspaper rcpom:.rs paying attention to 
the S&l. problem long hefore it became 
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so costly to <.svery American taxpayer, 
:md they justly won pri;,.es for their 
efforts. But they were voices in the 
wilderness, and many of their stories 
were published long after it was prJt• 
tic.ii 10 do anything about the problem. 

My question is: Where was the prcss 
when the public needed it most' \Vas 
it asleep, or was it 0111 chasing stories 
that would :1ppe:1I to short :mention 
spans? If the press's joh can be defined 
in any small way ;is educating and 
warning the public abom upcoming 
problems that should he addressed, then 
1be Americ:u1 _press corps failed abjectly 
in its basic role in the S&L scandal. Yet 
all the signs were there. Freedom of 
information requests and diligence 
would have yielded vital inform:uion 
c:1rly and persistence and interest might 
have saved the Repuhlk liter.illy lum
drnls of billions of dollars. Thc story 
achieved front-page sta1i1s only after it 
,.,,1,s virtually impossible to do anything 
about the financial upheaval c:msed by 
the perpetnuors of the sc111dal ;mtl the 
011ly ~maining t.'\sk was to tote up the 
cost. Even then. some: public:uions :md 
nc1works helicwd the Bush Administr.1-
t ion's srn1emcnts minimizing the 
enormity of the scandal. 

The resulting damage to the puhlic 
purse shuuld be sohering to editors 
evcrywhcn:. Indeed, it calls for nothing 
less than a full-sc:de rc-el".1-min;ttion of 
the way in which we cover and present 
economic :md business news, including, 
but not limitnl 10, sharpening the skills 
of those who must tell the story. The 
\'cry best stories always come as sur
prises, but thcr will be less so if m:ws
rooms arc better tmincd am! more ,·igi
lam in the whole area of finandal and 
business journalism. Beyond that, 
editors should h;we the coumge to put 
more of these stories on page one, or 
news directors should not hesitate 10 pm 
tht'm at the top of a nt·wscast. lnciden-
1.ally, the pc.-rfonmmce of television news 
in the S&L problem has been nothing 
short of scandalous. The networks 
should hide their hcads in shamt'. 

13ut my cornplaiJ.11 is nm limited 10 the 
S&L problt'm. Since the late 1970s and 
1.;1rly 1980s, the compt:titive crisis facing 
the U.S. e("onomy has he~'.0111<: gmvcr. 

4 Nieman Reports 

Nc-wspapc·rs ;md the broadcast media 
have monitored this crisis over the years, 
but their dforts have chiefly been 
devoted to rcportinR the consc-quences 
of it. This is fine, but it docs not go far 
enough for :m institution that is suppos
ell to be a catalyst for change. Ir took 
the business community, a generJII}' 
noncrusading lot. to sound the alarm 
~,buut the changing nature of work and 
che inahility of the nation's Sl'hool 
~}'St<.·m co mt·<.·1 the new demands of the 
workplace. It took the government, a 
rclm:1an1 finger-pointer, to w.lrn the 
country :1bou1 the failure of domestic 
m:mufacturcrs to maimain their com
petitive stature in many industries. 
lndt'cd. many editors tell for the 
complaim of business leaden; that it was 
the government's fault, not their own. 
For yean,, there was a gener,11 passivity 
by the press atmut this problem, 
perhaps for the reason that it "'""s so 
complex. Education was surely part of 
the puzzle, but so wt're the cost of 
money and the way work is organized 
in big, modern, hiearchkal companies. 
The American press caught up too late 
with thc fact that we weren't using our 
technology cffccth 7el}' and chat there 
,v:lS a revolution in quality and low-cost 
production. Yet we could have: been 
leaders if we had paid auencion and put 
more rcsom:ccs on the business and 
economic.: story. 

Complexity Yields 
To Readability 

The real question is whether the U.S. 
general-interest press is capable of 
handling the complexity of today·s 
business and economic swry, given its 
demands for explanation and detail that 
might seemingly hon:. the aver.:,ge reader. 
I.ct rue m:1kc a Yogi Berr.l-type state
ment ahmu this: The complexity isn't 
that complicated. And this undramatic 
story is very dmmatic. The spcccacular 
failure of Orcxd Burnham Lambert :m<l 
its junk hood king. Michael Milken, is 
t·viclence that if the gencrJl-inten:·st press 
early in che game had made the same 
dfon as, say, a WalJ Stn::,:1 .lournal, it 
would have come upon some very 
compclling stuff. That's wh.it the 
'Jrihunc- discovered when ii delved 

deeper into the futures scandal. Once 
you decide that you are the advoc1tt' for 
the reader's i.nteJXst, working through 
the maze of jargon and complex tran
sacrions yields some surprisingly 
readable material, if presented in a 
nontct'hnical way. 

Although I might be crucified for s:iy
ing this, I bclit'"l'C business :md economic 
news has become too important to he 
left to the specialists. It's not that I 
hcl.icvc most of them are co-optt'<l, as 
some of them are; it's just th:it long 
familiarity with a topic often yields 
prejudices and bad habirs that hamper 
effective communication with a bro:id 
audience. Editors should team their 
specialists with generalists who have a 
closer relationship with what the 
average reader thinks and feels about 
such topics. Often business writers fall 
back on 1cchnic:.-al language and short• 
cut phmses. They feel hurt th:11 editor.; 
and readers haven't read their brilliant 
<.'Xpositions on the business pages over 
the years. Genemlists, though, shouldn't 
get off easy. They :u:c: notorious for 
plopping themselves down in front of 
experts in various fields and saying, 
"Please explain nuclear physics to me 
in z;o worcl~ or l<.>ss: • without aoy prior 
preparation. lnternction between 
spcdaliscs and gcner.1lists in reporting 
and writing major stories often pro
duct's much friction, and some out
standing journalism. There is no reason 
why this can't he true in business and 
economics. 

Cozy Relations 
Cause Problems 

The press has prided itself on know
ing its local community, its socio
economic makeup and its political and 
c,:onomic leadership. In yeus past, this 
oftt'n resulted in cozy relationships 
between editors and cxenitives of firms 
who were, lik(' themsclv,·s, active in the: 
community. While prott.-s.~ional st:md:ud-; 
were rJrely violated, editors found an 
aggressive s1:mec in rt>porting business 
and economic news often ~;aused 
unpleasant confron1.a1ion or resulted in 
charges tlrnt ncgatin· swrk·s were 
d:unaging the communitit-s. or lhl" com
panies themselves. Ediwr.. jw,lilit·d their 



lat·k of action by rationalizing that much 
of this kind of reporting wasn't of 
gcncr,11 interest and often was unneces
sarily yellow in tone. Even when c;-x

cesses began to appear, editol's - many 
of whum have backgrounds in politil:al 
rcponing - were not veised enough in 
business and economics to understand 
the thn."at to the community's economic 
livelihood. 

New England strikes me as a case in 
point. The financial scandals and over 
investment in real cst:uc should havt' 
hecn spotied by editor.; early in the 
game. In hindsight, we know that it is 
no longer defensible. nor responsible, to 
neglect economic problems that pose a 
future threat to the economic base of a 
region. Editors must he in front, because 
there is simply no one else to sound the 
alarm. Regulator.; have shown them
selves to be 1.:1rdy. 

It was easy to itet caught up in the 
cxcc.~sses of the easy 80's. The press did 
so. too. Y<iu came to work every day, 
and you saw ;1 new building going up, 
people working. laughing, taking home 
paychecks. You took for gr:mtcJ 1h:1t the 
hankers and the developers knew what 
th(.-y were doing and, io your own con
verstaions with them, they thought so, 
too. It is :1 truly American thing to have 
fai.th that the free market always works 
efficiently and that things n<.-ver get too 
far out of line. This attitude prevails 
despite :1 long histor}' of booms and 
busts in this country, n:gionally and 
nationally. Yet, in modem times, we had 
cnnvinced ouisclves that such specula
tive buhhlcs were not possible and that 
things never got too far out of line. How 
wrong we wen:. Now we find ourselves 
asking basic questions about how 
wealthy and prosperous areas, such as 
New England and, to a lesser extent, 
Washington, D.C., l'0ukl have permiucd 
so much of its local income to be 
poun:.'d into l:\.":1) <.'St:al.C. So far, I have not 
seen a satisfactory answer to this ques
tion. The press has so far been content 
10 report the what of the matte,; not the 
how. 

Is the press powerful enough to pn-
vent unsustainable, unb;1lanced 
economic growth in a region if it sees 
things getting out of kilter? That is ;1 

very big "if' in the fiist place, although 
I think we must try m undcr.;c:md what 
constitutes unsustainable, unbalanced 
economic growth. I think that pointing 
out the heavy investment in real estate 
early in the game. ant.I how it posed 
problems down the line, might have 
helped prevent the crisis. Hard, nosc-to
thc-ground reporting might have estab
lished the dangers of go-go b;mking to 
an entire region. 

Complicating this chalknge is the fact 
that business iiself is changing in w:iys 
that makes the word "Joc;il" a mis
nomer. Years ago, when I bought my 
bousc in the Washington, O.C. area, I 
obt:tiocd a mortgage from ;1 small, 
Farifax, Va. bank. The mortgage has 
been since bundled up with others and 
sold, I am sure, hut senlicing my Joan 
and collecting my payments remained 
in the hands of bankers. In fact, several 
hankers. The Fairfax hank was gobbled 
up by a staicwide hank, which was in 
turn gobbled up hy another statewide 
bank, which was io turn gobbled up by 
a North Carl)lina hank. My little mor
Wite is now heing serviced hy the 
nation's third l:l.!1lCSt banking institution. 
lntcgr:uion :md consolidation of our 
financial markets will strt'tch the 
capacities of newsrooms 10 undcrsL·md 
the complexity of financial arr:mgc
mcnts in the future. 

Economy Rests 
With People 

Harvard's Robert Reid1 makes a good 
point with his recent writing that as 
husiness and economics become 
incre:1singly international, the only truly 
American economic ,u,its leti an:: people 
themselves. While I think Reich may 
owrstate the implications of the case, his 
writing.~ illustf'Jtt'. new problems for 
A111erican c:ditor., in <.:overing business 
and economic news. \~hen we say we 
arc thinking of buying an American car, 
for instance, in fact it means we are buy
ing a product whose pacts are made in 
a dozen different countries and may be 
assembled across the border. Reich's 
point is that the U.S. must produce mon: 
qualified, highly educated workers in 
order to survive economically. 

Wha.t this me.ans for the press is that 

the econom}' rests whert' it mar h:tn' 
rested :ill along: With real. ljvc- human 
hein~. An<l I think that's where the 
press has failed - expl;1ining how the 
workplace is consc;intly changing and 
what it takes to b<: successful in it thc.sc 
days. People look to the press to pro
vide signals for change. If we sit back 
on our haunches and fail to sound the 
alarm, we are viol;1ting our trust. 
Coverage of the workplace is improv
ing in Amerka, hut it could he much 
better. Often, stories about the chang
ing 11:11 lilt' of work arc ignored or ghet
toized in a way that reader.; arc t:1citly 
reminded th:u such information isn't 
1<.:rrihly important to them. 

The growing glohali~m of the lJ.S. 
economy should for<.'(' editors out of 
their isolation shells - and indeed ii 
has, in manr places. One danger, in fact, 
is that ther might become so ovcr
zc:1lous in supporting the location of a 
foreign-owned factory in their region 
that they will back overgene.mus tax
parer incentives to land the facility. Yet. 
·while some columnists :md a few c-ditot'l; 
decry foreign investment in the U.S., 
most recognize ih:tt it is a fact of life :md 
a good and hc-.llthy thing for the COUil· 

try. This makes reporting on business ~,f. 
fairs more difficult. since in many cases 
the local headquartt'rs of a foreign firm 
won't he very forthcoming in answer
ing tough qucstfons. Yet editor.; find the 
expense of foreign bureaus very heavy, 
especially when they arc located in 
1okyo. Yet to do a superior joh in covcr
in~ local busines.~ :md economics. these 
hurcaus arc necessary for big-city 
newspapers, in my opinion. When 
United Airlines was hattling the 'lbkyo 
government to get a Chicago-to'.fokyo 
route, our 'fokyo correspondent w:1s 

ahle to get a beat on the stOC)' with 
diligent pursuit. 

Editors might be tempted to cut back 
on business :tnd economic covemge 
simply because it will be mort' expen• 
sive, but I think this attitude is false 
economy. For all their other interests 
and lack of understanding of cconomii; 
affair.;, Americans do rely on the press 
to provide lcat.lership. One way not to 
provide leadership is to turn a whole 

<·onlim1e1I o,i paf/l! 75 
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Can Big Stories Be Told? 
lt>s, But It Will Take Better Education of Economic Reporters 

And a Reorganization of tbe News Business 

BY JOSEPH L. BOWER 

Wc:·rc: a banana n:puhlic. 
In 1he mid 7o·s. l s1.iried a 1hn:·e-wc·ek 

management pmgmm :u l-larvard for 
senior manaAc:rs in g0Yc:rnmen1. 
Although it is nm 1he usual prJnice in 
a m:inagcmcnt progmm - cspccialy a 
public management p.rogrmn - we 
devoted some 20 per cent of the curri
nllu111 10 the interna1jonal e<:onomr. 
especially 1he co111mst he1wec:n 1he 
inn:stment- and c:xpon-oric:ntc:d 
economy of Japan mu.I 1hc: c:onsumption
oric·mc-d t('onomy of I he-United Srntes. 
Alkr 1hc fourth or fifth dass I was 
approached by one of the more intdli
~<:nl par1idp:1111s. a lihcrJI inten::s1<:d in 
act iv<.· ~owrnmcn1. She c·omnwm<:d. 
"now I know why we·re <:1111ing all our 
social pmgr.uns. we·"" just a poor 
banana republic:· I w,is pleased, bc-caus4· 
she'd gotten righ1 IO the critical relation
ship hcrwccn what we spc·nd and wh,11 
w<.· <.·:un. 

Almost 15 yc:an; later; 1 he: sam<.· story 
is pl.lying itself out. Real incomes in the 
Unitnl Stales have <:ontinued I heir two• 
decade decline. The: physic:11 :ind ~rn:ial 
infr.1structu11;, of the country c:ry oul for 
invc:.stmem. The: I lni1cd Sl,llc:~ vicwry in 
Eastern Europe: pn>Yides a marvelous 
oppor111nily for us to int1utnce the 
future: <.kvdopllll'lll lhc:rc: 1hrough tht: 
invcstmelll of serious stuns. But we have: 
no mon1.y. And the: cutbacks in lihr:1rics, 
museums. parks and schools n:\'eal that 
this richest of 11:11ions c.u1not c-vcn 
:1fford the: ha~k cnltuml accou1remc:n1s 
of a modern indu~trial socic:tr. 

Looking ahl'ad. there is at kast a 
i-:ood :lr&llllll'llt to he made that the 
weal1h-cn:·atini-: sector.; of 1hc economy 
will continuc 10 lose ground to faster
growini-:, hankr-working sod4·ti<:s in 

(, Nieman Rcporis 

Ea~t A~ia. The hc:~t we <:an expect is th:u 
a decade:-of hard work will permit us 
to wrn around thl· situation so that real 
incomes for most dti;,.cns will rise. 

This is a simple stor)' w relate. Thal 
ii comci, ;is a ~urprbe to most people 
rc:flc:c1s the: way they learn the: 
n·onomic news. I bc:lic:vc 1h;11 the: situa
tion can he rc:mnlic:d, hut it will take a 
differcm approach hr reporter.; and 
<.Cditor.;. While I am sure lh<: prim mc:dia 
l'.an help, I have a mixed view as 10 thl· 
poten1ial uscfulnc-ss of u:lc,·ision. 

News as Entertairunent 
It is worth a paragraph here 10 rtdte 

what mos1 reader.. of 1his ar1ide will 
know. Americ:ms 1,:e1 their news frnm 
tcl<.,·ision. Good tclc·vision is exci1in~ 
pictures, or celebrities, or sex and 
vioknce, or some combination. 'lb 
compete, print media have turne<l to 
punchy hc:adline~. fast-breaking stories 
that can he ~iven meaning hc:yom..l what 
pictures can tell :m<l scoops of the sort 
th;u come frum inve!>tigativc: n.::por1ing. 
The most impon:1111 national news
paper.; an: St1cccssful businesses because 
they :ire dominant local paper.,. The.: 
W:1l1 Sm.,<.·t Journal is not really an 
n:ception. Its hu~ine~s success is as a 
local paper for investor.; in Wall Street; 
except for (·olumns I and -i and 6 of 
page I, mos1 of the arlicles are from 
l·ompany releases and most of 1he 
:i<lvcr1isemc:n1s IHl' institutional 
(includinit tomhstonc:s). 

On the day that this essa}1 w:1.~ written 
(\fonday, July 15, 1991), ~ection A and 
D of Till.' Nc:w 'tbrk Times had only two 
storks on the- economic sitot:uion 
anywhere in thl· world t·xcq>t the 
United Statc:i.. Those storie~ were :1boul 
Japan and on<.· of thc-m mi~ht bl' said IO 

fit 1he "violence" category l-incc: ii 
focused on the: "scandal'' that the 
Japanese cconomnic scene is governed 
hy far fcwcr l:iws than d1e Unitcd States. 
Oddly enough. the: other SIOI)' \V:l~ re.illy 
interes1ing since ii dwelt on the chang
ing lc:gal climate in which J:1p:1ncsc 
business would operate, pulling into 
historical conK-xt what the: other ar1iclc: 
di.~cu~sed as ·'news.'' (It was clear that 
the-storks WCI\' not <.·oocdinated 1hough 
btllh s1oric:s had lbkyo datc:lincs,)Japan 
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a~ide, there was no mention of Europe. 
the Middle l'.ast. Africa. or Latin 
America. 

What Gets in the Way 
Of Better Coverage? 

There arc sever.ii basic problems that 
must be resolved for tht" story of 
economic at'tivitiy 10 be told better. 
Probably most important, the thousands 
of events that reflect economic activity 
have to be put imo comex1. The 
chaUengc this poses is much more 
severe than most suppose. 

li> begin, very few people know 
what's going on - and that illdudes 
economists. People know a lot of facts, 
or a lot of theory, or they have a good 
grasp of their own company or market. 
They lack a fmmework ihat organizes 
the complex web of international 
economic activity. Rqxmcrs n;m1r;llly' 
think that economists know about the 
economy, hut they soon Jc--arn that most 
of them know only ahout economics. 
When it is empirical. as opposed to 
theoretical, good publishable economic 
rese;m:h is based on l;uge darn bases that 
carry little information about the 
behavior of the individual componc·nts 
of commerce. Even more disheartening, 
bur certainly not surprising, most 
economist who care about "the rt'al 
world," only know abom pare of lhc 
economy: the domestic marco
economy. trade patterns, or financial 
markets because they arc generally 
studied as separ.1te phenomena. Very 
few know much about the behavior of 
comp;mies or unions or regulatory 
agencies. As a consequence many 
arguments of economists have the 
characrer of "if I 'l'l·,IS a firm, here's how 
I would behave," which tells us more 
about economists than about 
companies. 

Second. cconomi.c and political affairs 
are tied closely together. Economic 
activity .iffc,·ts the distribution of 
incomes. Very f<.-w govcrMtents in the 
world believe that somethini:: as impor
tant as income distribution ought to he 
left 10 a hand that's invisibk. Nor do 
they believe markets are perlc:c1. Most 
having observed the relative pcrfor
maoce of Japan and the United St.1tcs. 

condude that active imlu~trial poliq -
the use of incentives. suhsiclics, and 
rq,:ulation to intervene dirt'ctly t<> 
stimulate or rediret·t the cffom, of 
~pccific industries - such as practiced 
in 'li,kyo must be a good thing. They 
w,rnt lO undel'stand how business 
arrJngements, the bankin~ system. the 
corpomtc system and elective and 
appointive politics can interrelate in an 
efkctive fashion. 

Most Republicans and The Economist 
magazine believe in dust rial poilcy to he 
anathema and therefore impossible. 
Despite the evidence that it has been 
done, r.ht."}' denounce "picking winner.;" 
and c.111 :malyscs th.II attribute economic 
growth to its positive effects "Japan 
l'Y.1$hing." If industrial policy is evil. then 
it must be a hostile act to attribute the 
gooll ix-rformance of others 10 evil. Hut 
this sort of treatment of empirical 
phenomena corresponds more or less to 
the w.1y the church treated Galileo. It 
makes it hard to understand why 
industrial policy has worked p1t.et1y well 
in Japan, Korea and some parts of the 
United St.ates and rather poorly in the 
United Ki.ngdom, Fr-.ince and other 
parts of the United States. Demcx:mts for 
example have a tendency to exaggerate 
what the particular American system 
can accomplish. If politics :md 
cconornic.s arc intertwined, they ought 
to be studied and describeu that way. 
When the experts are ideological, it 
makes it very hard for reasonable 
orthodox editors to find their way. 

Thin:I, most editors arc uncomfort.:1ble 
with business because their principal 
relationship is with what they deem to 
be :m unreasonable publisher. The rest 
of their experience is comparable to a 
cop's. They've seen years of venality and 
it re:illy isn't very pretty. Great business 
accomplishments reflect unseen deci
sions made years ago. Or they arc 
catastrophes that were anticipated and 
,tvoided. Like the tree that fell unheard 
in the forest. tlmse events aren't new~. 
As for politics. editors know all too well 
that it is about the distribution of 
illCOlll(', That's why Tip O'Neill was 
right when he said that all politics is 
local. As for the hi~er btuff, rn1dc 
trends and industrial policy, it's not 

really news. In any case. editors know 
that at least once a month there is :l long 
serious interpretative piece in their 
p:1pt'r that readership surveys teU them 
no one has n:ad. And last montb's storr 
wasn't very different from last year's. 

From a reporter's perspective, the 
problem is even worse. Everything they 
have been caught about J<>urnalism 
makes it difficult to write a good story 
about the economy. If they ,vrite "Last 
night the Presidem gave a speech about 
the economy based on premises that no 
knowledgeable observer believes:' they 
have "editorizlied." Wor.,e, it's awfully 
hard to idcmifr and crit.ique those 
premises without ;1 scholar's skill and a 
pedantic tone. Indeed, it strikes me as 
impossible to produce a lead sentence 
and lead paragraph that help the reader 
to sec how an event fils into a p.ittern 
without interpreting. It takes great 
sophistication and t.-xpcricncc co do chm 
without editorializing. 

The contemporary solution is to 
quote commentator.; who do the inter
pret.ation for the reporter. But then the 
need for halancc leads to the sort of 
idiotic " 'Tis-'T'aint" critical discussion 
in wday's reporting. (How often have I 
been called by a reporter lookin!,t for a 
quote that says what's wrong with what 
someone else has proffered. The easiest 
way lo avoid being quoted while main
taining good relations with the reporter 
is 10 mlk for half :m hour providi1)g a 
complex analysis wtthout. any simple 
dedar:11ivc phrase.) 

If The Story Hasn't Changed 
In 20 Years, How Can We 
Make It News? 

The solution, I believe, is a combina
tion of physical context and regular 
tutorial. Print media cook a major step 
forward when they introduced business 
sections. The n:sult is I hat there is a 
regular place in ;1 p:1pcr to look for 
economic n1..·ws. The next step to 10 
make sure that when the story deserves 
to begin on page one, thar it is continued 
in the business section. The final and 
most irnportan.t step is w dc:velop :1 pat
tern of covering the same st0ry in the 
same physical place on a serial basis. For 
c,'(amplt:, every day there might he a 
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c;olumn covering the: <.-conomic dt,'\·dop
mcnts of one of the major national 
economics. Germany and Japan ought 
10 get a colunm a wc:ek, whik France, 
Jt:.!ly, Sweden. Belgium, Holland and so 
on would gt.1 :l story a ruomh, along 
with Me.xico, Thailand, Bro.ii and so on. 

Editors would have to develop the 
habit of making sure that all their 
reportel's read the economic analysis of 
the: countric:s tlK-y cowrc:d and rdlc:cted 
that analysis in thei.r swries of .. news .. 
c,·ents. Many riots of the son that get 
cover.1ge reflect the evolution of the 
political economy. For ex..lmple, it is 
easy enough IO icle.mify tlie union of 
l'emex ;15 a potential big loser in the 
rdorrns of presidt:111 Sal.inas of Mexico. 
Readers might be alerted to the groups 
\vho may lose out from reform, and, if 
there are political eruptions, the links 
might be noted. 

Of course it is one thing to read 
stories :ind another to un<lel'51:.md them. 
Economk reporting needs to he 
recognized as a demanding field worth 
mastering through a publisher's 
invest mcnt. 

For chain.~. or media complexes. there 
may b(' a remarkable opportunity to 
exploit economies of scale. The Far 
Eastt·rn Economic Review. for ex:m1plc, 
docs a formidable job of covering the 
politic:al economics of countries f.n)m 
P·.tkist:m co Australia. But its parent, 
Dow-Jones, seems to make minimal use 
of this material. lf The Wall Street Jour
nal won't use it, Dow-Jones might want 
to consider selling the reporting co other 
news organizations. In turn. some 
groups may want to c:onsider whetber 
they can't buy mm:h better material 
from other., as opposed to attempting to 
field a team of international reporters. 

l'or TV, there is no answer if the slot 
is 20 seconds. But the Susan St:1mberg 
interviews of Robert Krulwich on NPR 
showed that in a few minutes it was 
r,ossihlc tC> illuminate :m important 
economk issue io an amusing way. P-.tul 
Solman has of(en done the same on TV. 
Again it is a matter of t:omext. With 
humor and gr.1phics it should he possi
ble to go much further into economic 
issues even on network news. Om:e a 
wn·k might bl' the way to start a trial. 

1-1 Niem:111 Reports 

Within the .W seconds. the choice of 
wonls becomes critical. I am hard 
pressed to propose a solution. But the 
TV reporting of Uoesky. Drexel. Milken 
and the S&J. crisis provides an exampl.e 
of the way the iJnage of events can he 
politicized so as to obfuscate a vt:ry 
r.tdical approach 10 government inter
vention in the financial markets. "Con
victed junk bond king billionaire Mike 
Milken" doesn't really help us to under
stand how government decision to 
require the disposal of unr.1ted debt 
hastened the collapse of the market in 
much the same \\'"J.Y th;u the: chost:n 
;1ppro:Kh to S&Cs ;md commerdal hank 
assets may have worsened lhe market 
for real estate. Our government has 
chosen to implement a series of del1a
tionary policies across the boanl. To 
ignore the consistency is to miss the 
nl.'\VS. 

This is where I am most worried by 
the habits of the reporters I know. They 
want to get to the juicy guts of the story 
and that's not the news at au. Will Clark 
Clifford be indicted? Ooes Bush trust 
Br.1dy? Most impon:tnt these wann days 
when attention might wander to n:ally 
significant matters, will Sununu survive? 
We are working with a very sophisti
c:ued administr.uion whost: leaders h:cve 
managed their face to the press for II 
years. They have learned not to shrink 
from giving the media c<mtroversy 
when the alternative is a serious 
ex:lmination of big problems - like the 
twin deficits of budget and trJde - that 
have only painful solmions. The desire 
of n:-porters to gt't into tbe nitty-gritty 
of controversy makes distracting them 
a no-hminer. 

The: most n:cem example of this I 
have seen was a Nieman reports discus
~ion (Summer 1991) of the reporting of 
the l't:isi:m Gulf \Var. The basic concern 
of the rcporteis was restricted access. 
My vic;-w is that more access would have 
compounded the desire of the reponcn. 
to get caught up ill the action. Early 
attention havil)g been captured by the 
issue of potential American casualties, 
they wanted to get up there aod see 
what w:ls actually going to happen. 
Somehow, our learning from previous 
wars about smuegic bombing goc lost 

and it wasn't until well aft1:r things were 
over th.tt we began to inquire what the 
consequences would be of demolishing 
the lr:tqi economy and wht:tht-r it 
would have any relationship to getting 
rid of Saddam Hussein. 

In this de~ire to report the war well, 
we also neglected to discuss what the 
war was ahout. I happt'.n 10 think that 
until the end, it was :1 brilliantly 
exec.:uted defense of Saudi oil. Reg:m.lless 
of how libt:ml we think we are, United 
States and Eumpean economic policy is 
more or less predicated on control of 
Saudi oil. \Ve weren't over then: mak
ing the world frc:•(• for dcmoc.:rJC}'. While 
"the new world order,'' may have been 
necessary to mobilize the coalition, 
perhaps it was Wilsonian confusion 
about what could be accomplished in 
a very diftercnt part of the world. 

Could the press have done better? 
Maybe yes, maybe no. It was a short 
\\>11r. Dut closer to the front lines wasn't 
the answer any more than it was in 
Vietnam. 

I am not suggesting that reporter.; do 
withom juicy quotes. They have to 
recogni1.c. however, that they an: not the 
news. Tht.-y can only illustrJte or illumi
nate. The problem is the relationship 
between complex and even contradic
tory truths on the one hand and the 
myriad CYcnts that are their 
manites1:11ion. 

Is Economic News Just 
An Example of Bias 
Against Interpretation? 
Speaking as an avid consumer of the 
news product and fond ohservcr of the 
process, i.t seems to me that the implica
tion of the discussion of gulf ,v.1r report
ing for this essay is dear. American jour
nalists set'm to believe that the sum of 
all the t'vents reported correctly is the 
truth. While free access to facts may he 
a major contribution to political 
freedom. it is not the quick route to tht' 
truth. Scientists know that only a mind 
informed by theory and a koowledgc of 
the past can make sense of daca. The 
photograph of cells or neutrino paths 
tells ilnthing without a theory of ccU or 
particle behavior. One can't even design 
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Foreign Affairs at Honie 
Far Too Few Reporters and Editors Try to Trace 

World Events to Jl;Jain Street America 

BY JOHN MAxWELL HAMILTON 

A 
t • fir.;t blush the proposition 
seems prepostemus: If you ;1rl, 
going to be a good local business 

reporter you should rhink of you.-self as 
a foreign correspondent who stays 
home. 

It's true nonetheless. The reason lies 
in scns.1tional. though often owrlooked, 
international economic trends. 

Glohali7.atioo. that ungainly word so 
often tossed around these days, is 
gt·ncr.iUy thought of as the proliferation 
of national ties with other countries. 
The typical globalization story appears 
in a large me1ropoliian paper with a 
corps of talented foreign correspondents 
and concentrates on threats to the 
United St:11cs from growing international 
tr.tcle competition or dependence on 
foreign oil. As valid as these national 
stories .ire, they miss an esscmial part 
of the reality: One end of the glohali;,11-
tion equation ends up right 011 the 
doorsteps of everyday Americans. 

No city, no matter what its size or 
location, is exempt from economic in
terclepenclt'oce, argues William F. 
Schmick Ill. 011.1w:ty Newspapers' 
Washington hureau chief and someone 
who has worked with me on projects 
showing how 11.'poncr.; can trace foreign 
<.-vents 10 Main Street America. 

Herc arc some real-life examples, 
• A large high-tech company 

relics oo export m;irkets but 
prides itself on keeping manufac
turing operations in a small 
Oregon town. Tho late the com
pany realizes 1l1at failure to build 
plants overseas and share tech
nology with other countries 
excludes it from those growing 
markets. Not forward looking in 
other ways as well, the companr's 
stock price falls: local johs are in 

jeop:m.l)'. 
• A Linrnln. Nd>raskl, bank <loc.'!>n't 

make foreign loans. But it can:~ 
tlecpl)' about dcvdopi.ng countriL'S 
piling up 111ouo1ains of del)1. 

Why? Indebted countries cannot 
afford 10 buy food from Nebraska 
am.I 1ha1 contrihutes 10 local 
farmers' troublts repaying their 
debts to the Lincoln hank. 

• lo the 1970~ a 'Jex.ls city worrinl 
that Middle E;1stcrn oil money 
would huy up lhe state. Now, 
upon investigation. local n:pon.ers 
find that not much property 
changed hands after all - which 
is a real problem. Loe.II rc·al es1ate 
is overbuilt: the city need~ 
investors to hdp re\'iVl' the 
economy. 

• A journalist's chance call to :i 

Keene, N.H .. entrepreneur finds 
him excited. J-k makt:s industrial 
printing ,·quipmcnt. including 
machines to print wattage on 
lightbulhs and codes on integcuc·d 
circuits. He has just heard that 
Malaysia passed a consumer pro
tection law. That means lw may 
be able 10 sell machines that print 
"scll-hy" dates on milk ao<l other 
spoil-prone food. 

• Every clothing store on Main 
Street i~ 1x1ckcd wi1h foreign om
nections. Many of our clothes arc 
made abroad. As one Oklahoma 
reportt'r discovered, that fan 
leads ro :11 least two kinds of 
stories: one about the benefits to 
consumers of lower-prkcd 
imported clothes; another about 
American g.'lrment workers losing 
their johs. 

Some of these ace feature stories; 
some analysis; some qualify .is hard 

news. Some have insights that m.iy nnl 
be found in tho~l· na1ion:1I ncwsp:1pt·rs 
with hugt, t1.:ams of foreign correi;pon• 
tknts. (Tlw l.i1Koln b,tnk ch:tllengnl the 
view of money-n•nter hanks like Citi• 
corp. which balk :u providing new lo:tns 
to developing ,·ountrics. Th.- Lincoln 
bank argued that new Citkorp lo.ins aR' 

essential 10 growth in dt·\·l'lopinJ,: 
countries and their ;1bility to import 
Nd)r.l~ka food.) 

Most important of all, <:'\'Cry (llll.' of 
the stories tells l'\:aders sonK·thing about 
the gloh:il ct:onomy and dnl's ~o in 
terms that n.-laK· hl their own live:-. 
None of them is eXl'l'()tional. Storie.'> likl· 
these l'Ollle up every day in COlllllllllli 

tll'.S - and 1his Ioctl glohali;,;uion i~ ju~, 
hq;inning. 

Jmeroational cconomil' intl'rdl'pn1-
lknce is oftell descrihl,d ;ts sonw1hin~ 
1ha1 has just happened. In rt·ality it i~ 
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happening - and has been for ~umc.: 
time Paul Sn111 i\lown:r, tht.: Chitago 
l>;tily Nnvs ('Orn·spondcnt who won 
the fiN Pulit:,.n Prize for foreign repor• 
ting. liher.11ly usnl the won.I "intc.:r• 
d(·po::mknn··· in his 1924 book, "Our 
Fon·ign Affair...'" British ec::onomisl John 
Maynard Keynes womkrccl a decade 
1.att-r if "interdependence hasn't finally 
r(·;Khnl the point where its tosts may 
he outweighing its benefits." The 
difference today. which would perplex 
Kt·ynt'..., ;lit the mnn:. is that the: speed 
of global in1er.1ctions has inC'reased 
thanks to faxes and jet planes and, 
thanks to evt.:nts like dc:colonization 
after World W:tr II and sweeping 
political c::hange in Eastern Europe 
rec<.'ntly, the numb<.'r of sov<.'n·ign, 
independent countries eager to be 
glohal actors has increased just as 
dr:nnatically. 

Virtually no aspect of economic lite 
is c:xempt from ti)reign ties. Adam Smith 
and Karl Marx didn't agree about ruuch, 
perhaps, but both considered servkes 
insignificant in local t:conomics and 
downright irrdcv:uu to fordgn trade. 
1oday services have hc<·omc ,ls impor-
1:1111 10 global trJde as car.; and wheat. 

Saztec, 10 which I dc:·votcd a chapter 
in ;i reccm hook ''Enungl.i.ng Alliam:c:-s," 
is a prime example. This small c::omp:my 
based in K.1nsas Cit)", Missouri, puts 
information tmditionally on paper inw 
clec1mnic databases. Those databases 
include mailing l.ists of Stride Rite shoe 
clients, the 13ritish voter rolls and back 
issues of newspapers and ma~;tzincs. 
MoM of Saztec's Llata entry work is done 
in the: Philippines. The cnmplc:tcd 
databases come b,tck on magnetic tape 
via airplane or are beamed via satellite. 

The informatjon industry, of which 
S:iztt·c is a part. is now the planefs 
largest and is especially nimble in look
ing for over.,eas opportunities. The scm" 
up costs for a data entry facility are 
much smaller than for a steel plam and 
the st:m-up time is also much shorter. 
It takes three to five year.; to get ;i steel 
plant up :md nmning; Saztec csc1blished 
a profitable data entry facility in 
Sc::otland in less than six months. 

In the past daring Amerirnn com• 
panies might put a plant in Europe, Now 

IO Nieman Reports 

th.ty t:m gv to any number of develop• 
ini-: countries. 'li:x:u, Instruments h:1s a 
softw:1re p.rogrJmming facility in 
Bangalore, lm.lia; the 1iny islanll of 
Mauritius off the coast of Africa i~ now 
taking some of Hong Kong·s clothing 
manufacturing husincss. 

As easy as it is to tr.tek down such 
swries locally, f:.lr too few rcpom·rs :ind 
cditois try. If anything, t.he tn:m.ls in the 
media run away from 1he gloh:11 almost 
as relentlessly as the cc.:onomy runs 
toward it. 

ror one· thing, old-fashioned outlooks 
in 1he newsroom hold journalists back. 
As an editor in tht· 1nwn where Saztcc 
is based once said, "The farther it is 
from Kansas City. the less it is new-s:· 

A setond factor hindering local 
reporters from thinking like foreign 
correspondents is t0day"s overwhelming 
fo:tr of losing reader.;, listeners :mcl 
viewer.;. Wanting 10 hold on to tr.tdi• 
tion:d audiences, journalists pour their 
energies into making news local. 
Theoretically this habit should encour
age journalists to look for ovci:seas tics 
to their community. But t>ccausc the 
emphasis is so inw,ml looking, editors 
and reporters r:ircly hunt for the foreign 
:1nglc. J.f they care about international 
news, they hunt for jobs on larger 
newspapers or m the networks. 

The irony is that readers need to 
understand the impact of global 
economics on their home turf and may 
be especially eager to pay for and tune 
in news th:u explains how complex 
thdr world is becoming. A Sock1y of 
Professional Jouro;ll.ists' projt:ct con• 
dm:tcd :1 couple of years ago showed 
how much foreign news lies on Main 
Street w:1iting 10 he picked up. Related 
bludics also showed that pc·ople p:iy 
auention to these swries. 

Polit ital sciemist Samuel Popkin 
substantiates this finding in a book 
relt·ascd this summer. "The Reasoning 
Voter: Communication and Per.masion 
in !'residential Campaigns." The public. 
he argues, is better ;ihlc than cvc.:r to 
make: connections "between their own 
liws and national am.I international 
events.'" 

None of this is to say that being a 
foreign correspondent at home is easy. 

:-.:-cw hahilS and approachc:s must be 
learned. Also, seriou~ stories like these 
require serious n::porting. The ch:1llenge 
6 precisely to avoill the ohvious and dig 
hcne:uh the surfa~·e. 

One· an:;1 of inquiry that r.tiscs serious 
issues is a Ioctl tr.tde amt i1westment 
pmmotion. Om: is.~uc ii, ahout local self· 
preservation. The !low of fedc·ral 
gm·ernment support of s1:1te and com• 
munities is decreasing. and ~ovcrnors 
and ma>·ors n:·alizc that a solid tax base 
depends on maintaining competitive 
loc:11 business. The result: every state 
and many, many cities are learning to 
hustle business abroad. Another issutc is 
about all the new difficulties this trend 
creatts. Local economic diplomats are 
us111:ping the mle of W.i.shinE,'lOn in ways 
that can hinder global tr.1de ncgo1iations 
:md even foreign-policy making 
genemlly. 

Unfommatcly. neither issue is covered 
well. Instead of using a local trJdc mis
sion to the F:ir E:llit :1s an occasion to 
open citizens' miocls about local foreign 
affairs, jou.malists h.tbitually write: boon
doggle stories that confirm .readers· 
woJ;St prejudices ahout government 
profligacy. 

Strictly local ne,vs is still imporiant. 
of cou11>e, and not every story has a 
fon:ign angle. But reporters must learn 
to ask internationally mimic<! questi01\S, 
evtcn if it only produces a paragraph or 
two in a 30-inch story. 

As prcpostcn.,us as it sounds, the far· 
ther it is from lunsas City, the mon' it 
is news. 0 



Explain, Explain 
iltfacNeil/Lebrer's Reporter Finds Decoding Arcane Economics the )Wost 

Useful and Least Exploited Fonn of Journalism 

BY PAUi. SOLMAN 

or 14 years, l've tried to explain, 

F on television, the world of busi• 
ness :me! economics, rather than 

pr-.1ctice traditional journalism. in the 
original sense of eovcring a daily beat. 
My assumption has been that. given the 
din of information already dea!t:ning 
this culture, yet another story of lflM's 
weak second quarter, say, would be 
unillumin:1ting, if noi downright 
unhelpful. 

b_, fact, explanation seems to me the 
most useful and least exploited form of 
journalism around these days. If a 
journalist's purpose is to help the 
citizenry make sense of the world 
around us, what better way to do it than 
decode the experts. untangle the 
statistics. get hack to the bask·s of 
understanding? 

Ifs taken awhile to arrive at this 
conclusion. Along the way, l'Yc tried 
Yarious other journalistic approaches. 
Problems with them have led 10 my 
increasing faith in explanation. l'inally 
in 1976, I wandered onto the business 
heat. My first encounter was a story 
about how the cities of Boston and 
Cambridge borrowe<l money with 
bonds. Boston paid a higher interest r-.itc 
than Cambridge and my sources were 
unanimous as to why: Boston's city 
government w:is corrupt. Cambridge's 
wasn't. 

But the more I learned about bond 
rates, interest cost~ and the like, tht' 
more lost I became. The financial 
experts wen: patknt and for1hc01ning. 
They were also impenetr.1blt:. 

It was then thnt my currem approach 
to journalism began to take shape. I 
knew nothing (bro:1dly speaking) ahout 
business and economics. I decided to 
school myself and kt th<: public in on 
what I lc,1rned. 

That v.,;u; 15 years ago. E\'er since, I've 
hccn a TV business explainer. Why TV? 
Because I thought it would be C'.L~ier and 
more collegial than print. (For thc 
record it isn't easier, hut it is mon.' 
collegial.) Why business? B,·ciuse I 

figurt'd that if I w:is so thoroui-thly 
ignorant. even intimidat(:d hy the ~ub
ject, lots of other people must he too. 
Why explainer? Bt·cause I thought that, 
.is :i proxy for the audience, that'~ how 
I would wish to be snn:d. 

Solman's Decisions 

I 
I all hegan in 
the spring of 
1963, when the 

scconcl hest thing 
that could have 
happened to a 
freshman boy did: 
a hip uppen:lass
woman accosted me 
after cl;isl>, proffer
ing the job of an 
critic for the col
lege weelclr 

The first crisis came at thl' Yl~lr-cn<.l 
senior art exhibiL On 1he walls, no Paul 
Klees; jn~u:ad, the paintings of fellow 
students. for whom this show was the 
culmination of a quadrennium of effort 
;1nd imaginacion. I didn't like any of it. 

Tiu: crisis was this: What purpose 
would it serve to s.lice up these 
scutkntsr Surely it would serve ,x;tdcrs 
10 help them appr<·cfate art, but 10 

t.kprcci:11c ii? 
So. I wrote the review, praising wh.n 

I could, :md resigned. The cxpt'rie,Ke 
h:1d pmvidcd Serving-the-Reader l.esson 
#1: Criticism can do more h:1rm th;m 
good, unless you're symp-:uhetic 10 

what you· re <.:ritici:ling. 
After sen·ing a thn:c-year sentence in 

graduate scbool. I turnt,d pro in 1970. 
as a writer and edi1or for a Boston 
";\hernative" weekly. "Aclvoc:1cy jnur• 
nalism" seemed an ideal way to scrve 
the puhlic. But it turned ou1 to haw its 
own djfficultics. 'True, on a w('eklr, wc 
lrnd thc timc and space to tdl storks at 
k:ngrh. Indeed, we were com1>dlcd to: 
our ma.in compclitive ad\':lntagc (lca\'iog 
aside. for a mumc:m. sex. drugs. 11nd 

rock anti llo/ was our ;1bili1y to bring 
the Mory to tht· reader in ,·:,ntlitl ,ktail. 
The problem was: 1h,: mon· one 
imm,·r..ed one,df in ;1 >l<lry, the mun: 
.:ompl('X ii sc,·mcd 10 hc,·omc. Moving 
from topic IO topic ;ts gent'r.tl a~sign
n1ent atlvu(·;uc·s. thl'l'l' wasn't ,·v,·n till' 
mastery of ,any one subject :m·:1 10 1:111 
hack o,,. hl5tt:td, wt.: dqien,kd on a 
r.ithct sio1pl_e poli1ical analysb lh:u kepi 
founckring on cumplk:11ions. Evo:11111:,llr 
(maybe grudgingly). I learned l<~•s1111 l'l.: 
adrncacy should probably follow 
111astc·ry, 001 prc·cede it. 

·n,cn: was another journ:lli~tic option: 
lnvcsrig;ttive reporting. So I took 0111 ;iftcr 
dcspcrall<JS: 'l11c Crook,:d Sheriff of Suffolk 
Coumy; 1hc c-hisdcrs :11 llosto11·~ lk:tl Pro• 
I)t:rly lkpartmcnt. Thnc w,·n· stork~ 
wilh their own huih-in purpos<:. 

The results were t:1ngihk c·11<>11gh, 
,cvcrnl bad guys cha~t·d from oflicc, Bui 
I couldn't hdp fcding that 1h,·rc· w:1s 
something slightly disingc:nuous :1ho111 
the whok husinl's.~. \X'ouldn't tlu: pro
per :1uthoritics h:l\le na.i.kd 1h,· sheriff. 
had I givc:n tho:111 the inili:tl letds I'd 
h<'<'n given) W:1s I hdpin11 hrin11 a 
m:defat:tor 10 justice or c-ompl'ting with 
1ho~c who~(· jub ii was 10 do so? 

I was suspicious of th,: allre11:tlinl' (<•r 
w:is ii tc:st<Jstcmnc:r) rush assod:ttl'd 
,vith 1hc high point> of an inV<:Stig:uion. 
and trouhlc-d again I>}' the n,·1 twnd11 m 
rcadcn;, Thcrt· was. I guc·ss, no hard 
('piph:1ny hcrt:. The lesson w:is mon· 
per.;on:d: J.c:::1ve the: sku1hin11 10 ntlu:n;. 

So. finally, I nirnc:d 10 bu~inc·~• jour
nalism and cxplanalion. 

Fall 19'>1 l l 



I still 1hink tha1. Before you disagn·c. 
consider the allernativcs. al lei1s1 on the 
husint:ss and economics hea1: 

I. Daily Reporting 
On Business 

11·s much more sophis1icatecl 1han it 
,,~,s. of coul'llC, C."\'Cn 15 years ago. G ivcn 
thc time: and sp:1ce limitations, I don't 
know how to do it any bcncr. Hui much 
of it is cxtr.lnt·ou~ and somc aflluably 
insillious. A corpomtinn t•;in, in any 
~in:n quarter, pn:tcy much rcport the 
profits it wishes to. So why do the 
media give such prominence to profit 
pmnou1Kcmcnts? For one thing. 
because they· r<: easy to n:por1. For 
ano1hc.:r, ht·caust: tlu:re's a dem:lml for 
thcm. Hut who could possibly care 
about a company's quarterly profits. 
beyomJ thc workcrs :md customers? 

The answer, I think, is 1hc insidious 
part, and speaks poorly for both the 
puhlic and the profession. lkrnusc the 
con? clicmelc of business j(mrnalism are 
America'1, investon.. Which leads us to: 

2. Investment Reporting 
If you think Wall Strl'et (fi~ur.11ivdy 
defined) rcprcsents a misdirection of 
Americ1n talem. time and mont♦y, just 
think of 1he waste involved in reporting 
on Wall Strccl. The stock market ii; a 
~pen:uor ~port in which gambling isn·t 
just le~al; it's 1he whole point. Yet it'~ 
cowrcd with the solemnity and urgency 
of a military campaign. 

What docs tht: public really want to 
know about inv~unents? Which one~ 
to m:1ke, when. Can any journalist 
usefully tell 1hem? Of course not. 

So invcs1ment journalists quote one 
expert, then another. each contradicting 
thc las1. since 1be cxpc-ns don't know 
much more than the journal.ists. How 
nm1e no one makes fun of the pmg
nos1ic:11on. oo Louis Rukeyscr"s show 
the: way they used to when Jimmy the 
<;reek tried 10 pick football winner., on 
CBS? I-low come the top piece of 
hu:,incss news, day after day. is the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average? Do you even 
know what it is? 

In fact, we're t1lking about a weighted 
avcr.1gc of 1he stock prices of 30 in• 
dustrial cnmpanics. supposnlly 
rqm:st·ntatin.· of the markc:t and thm 

1 l Ni,·m:rn lkports 

the economy. as a whole. Tht-y're not 
all strictly industri:11 in thc tr.u.litional 
heavy industry sense of the word. Rut 
70 per cent of economic activity in the 
United States is now in the service sec
tor. and much of it is in small husinesses 
whose stock is not widely tr.1dcd. 'fhe 
Dow J()nes industrials, it t:an he argucll, 
an: thus a poor sample of the economy 
as a whole. Or even the stock market. 

Yet consider, for a moment, how ~~1st 
is the i:over.1ge of the DJIA. lo print, we 
~ct daily reckonings; on r.idio and TV, 
hourly. even minute-by-minute at·• 
counts. What c:m you say about a 
number ·whose fluctuations, research 
Sllru!<:sts, are Jargcl y a fun cl ion of 
r.mJom change? A wholc lot. it would 
seem. e.g.: 

At the opening hell, the Dow 
was up three points. on rumors of 
a limp in inten:st r.ue.o;. By II a.m .. 
it was up 22. Th('n c;1mc word of 
an imlustrial oil spill in Waikiki. 
whid1 hammered tht· a(r('atly 
weak airlim: stocks. The market 
turned skittish and by noon. it 
was down 15. At quarter past, 
Alan Grccnsp:m \v.1s sct'.n entering 
a hospital. Tbc market continued 
its slide - down 20 by I p.m., 
with declines leading advances, 
'>-~. Hm,\'evcr, on news that 
Grt-enspan was simply visiting his 
mother. and that rumors of a 
set:essionist r<."\·olt in Michigan 
were unfounclt:d. the market 
rallied and, by 2 o·clock, the Dow 
had rebounded, and ,~~IS up 15. Al 
that point, progr.un tmding kicked 
in :md the m:1rke1 soarcd. up 45 
by 3 p.m. But then came a wave 
of profit-taking, driving the 
market down. At the final ticker. 
tht: Dow had emerged from the 
day unch:mgcd. 

It sounds ~illy. Yet it's not much dif
ferent. in essence. from a I ypical day· s 
coverage of the Dow. Morcovcr, given 
the mysterious w:1ys in which the 
market moves. the above account may 
he as n:levant as :uty. 

Returnin~ to the b:1sics for a moment, 
e,·ery company ''for-pmfit"' has to be 
owned by som1:on1:. The right~ of 

ownership are the company's stock. 
Own a share of it and you own a share 
of t.he company. The stock of a big 
company with lots of owners is usually 
1r.1dcd on a stock exchange, liO that it 
can be more easily bought and soil.I. 
Generally, as the company prospers. so 
do the shareholders. 

Therefore. if an oil spill were in fact 
10 ruin Waikiki Beach, as in the above 
example, it would probably put :l 

d,1mpcr on Hawaiian tourism, which 
might in turn depress the business of 
airlines serving Ha\\-~tii, and so perhaps. 
1he prosperity of those airl.ines, and so, 
uhimatdy, airlines stocks. 

Even Alan Greenspao·s health could 
have palpable economic consequences: 
if he were rcplaced, if his successor 
charted a different course, if, if, 
if ... (One can imagine a scenario in 
which his mother"s health would affect 
Grcc:nspan·s mood, his judgment, etc.) 

The problem is th:n we have entered 
a twilight zone of ex:tmordinary specula
tion. Anything might affect the stock 
market and, indeed. chaos tht:ory, 
applied 10 the market. suggests that 
e1w:vtbh1g probably docs. 

Ont: phmse 1:piwmi.ocs the cert.linty 
in which those who cm·cr the market 
cloak thc uncertain: "a W,l\'C of profit• 
taking." It is the last refuge of the 
chronically perplexed. When a drop in 
thc market is simply inexplicable. you 
can attribuu.: it to profit-laking. since 
profit-t:1king o,·curs :limo.st every time 
:1 stock is sold for more than it was pur
chased. Thus it explains everything. 
\Vhich mt::111s, of course. thai it explains 
nothing. 

ln fact. the market is impossibly com
plex, and impossible to predict. lbck in 
19j5. John Maynard Keynes wrote his 
famous • 'Gcner:11 Theory;· In it, he sug
gested a metiphor co illustrate how 
speculative tbc stock market had 
become, even hy his day. 

There: was. at the time, a popul:1r 
newspaper g;tmc not unlike TV's family 
Feud today: pick the six prettiest faces 
from 100 photographs, the winner 
being thc per.;on whose choice most 
dosdy lll;t.l<.:hes the: top six co111es1.uus. 
lb Keynes, it worked like the stock 
markl't: 



.. (E)ach competitor has to pick, not 
1h0St' fact's which he himself finds pret
tiest, but those which he thinks likeliest 
10 catch tht' fancy of the other com
pt'titois, all of whom are looking :u the 
problt:m from the same poim of view. 
It is not a case of choosing those which, 
to the best of one's judgment. ;u:c n::ally 
the prettiest, nor C\ 1en those which 
avc:mgc opinion genuinely thinks the 
prettiest. ~e have reached the third 
dcgn:c: where we devote our intelli
gences to anticipating what avt'ragc 
opinion t'xpccts the average opinion IO 

he. And then: arc some:, I believe, who 
pr.icticc the fourth. fifth and higher 
degrees:· 

Chmnides of market movements. 
then, arc accounts of speculations on 
speculations as to the impact of data on 
the colle<:tive consciousness of in
vestor.;. The DJIA is a sample of that 
market. 

But suppose. instead of keeping the 
industrial avemgt', Dow Jonc-s chose a 
sample of 30 baseball batter... tallied 
their total hits on a daily basis, divided 
by total at-hats. and kept a running 
account. Tb;u too would be :1 real 
number. influenced by real events, 
susceptible to specul;uive analysis. If 
enough people hct on it, it might be 
given the prominence now accorded 
1:he DJIA. gr:1ph<•cl daily :md scm1ini;,1~d 
for pauems, for dues 10 tlw true reasons 
behind its movements. And the Dow 
Jones llauing Aver.ige would he reported 
as seriously as the Dow Jones lndustri;1I 
Aver.age is today. 

How well is 1hc public served by all 
this? The truth of the m;uter is that the. 
kq· sources of business journalism -
professional investors and i.nvestment 
advisors - on average, undety1erj<.>rm 
:1 r.mdom sclec-1ion of stocks, rear after 
year. Inste:1d of reading the daily out
pouring.~ of the overpaid oracles, even 
the investmem public would be better 
served by one simple recommendation: 
Buy an indexed portfolio whose stocks 
arc never bought or sol<l. An explana
tion of indexing, plus maybe another 
three or four paragraphs, is all you'll 
ever need to read about investing. But 
k1 that truth sink in an<l about half the 
husiness journalists in America would 

be out of work. 

3. Economics 
Reporting 

In economics, the prognosticuor.; are 
also wrong :II Jc;1s1 half the 1ime. But at 
least they're more reliable when ii 
comes to quoting them: then, they're: 
consistently incomprchensibk. It's not 
just their ,·oc:,bulary that's the problem. 
It's those leaps 1hcr make from one 
fuzzy conc-(·pt to ano1h,·r. Sec if th is 
ring.~ a bell: 

loday·s Department of Labor 
statistics show that unemployment 
is up; therefore, the Fed m:1y ease 
the money supply 10 boost the 
economy. thus lowering interest 
rates. which should send bond 
prict's higher, which will. in turn. 
help the stock market. 

That's how the C.'lpcrts 1:1lk. That's what 
the journalists report. Th;1t's what pro
fessional investors bet money on. As a 
conscquem.:e, you rcatl or ht:;1r storks 
with that sort of logic Bui how often 
have you understood the logic in the 
time allotted? l·low often haw you 
wished for an :1lternativc? A shot of 
Ahsolut, for ex.·unplc. 

Worse· still is the fact that, wht•n, as 
a joumalist. you really dig illlo this stuff, 
ii kind of dribbles away from you. In the 
above example. it cums out that even the 
first "fact'' - unemployment is up -
can he very slippery, given the way 
unuuploymenc is counted in this coun
try, There arc two monthly surveys 
111ken, and in two of the I.1st three 
months. they have flatly contradicted 
t"ach other. The payroll survey counts 
the number of jobs, ;1~ rcportnl hy 
300.000 businesses. Th('. official 
unemployment number comes from a 
separ:11e survey of 60,000 housd1okb. 
But in August. tor example. the payroll 
survey R'pOrted 59,000 fewer johs in 
the economy. yet the unemployment 
number wem down. 

No need to panic:. There ;ire plausi
ble explanations. which all stem from 
the fuzzinc.:ss of the dm.a. Hut the 
analysis is fuzzier still. 

For instance: it\ unclear that the Fed 
c-an t'ase tht' monc..>y supply these days 

or that ii cm lower inR:rest mtc.:s for 
long. And if 1hc Fed can't keep interest 
r:11<.-s down. it can't keep bond prin-s up. 

Bc.:sides, lhc.: F<:d m:1y not e;1i,,c; 
c:nough. Consumer.; may not respond to 
the casing, etc.. etc. An cconomist n:1111-

ed Don McClnskcy has wriltf.:it a hook 
c1lled .. If Y<m'rc So Smart." ahout th<: 
indeterminacy of economics. 'lb r<:ad it 
is to be reminded l1<rnt suhjt'Cliw ~up
pnsc-dly objc-niw economic analysis 
rc:1lly i~. 

Yet journ:ilists cover the field a~ if 
there rc;1lly were some knowable truth 
out then.:. The public rctali:ucs whl·n it 
gets a chance. Thus the scn,nd most 
common (llKStion you're asked :1:; a 
husint:ss journalist is: What's ahc1d for 
the- l:conomy? (The most common: 
What's ahead for the stock markl·t ?) Tlw 
hl·st r<.·sp<msc is to plagiarize John Kl'll· 
ll('th Galbraith's reply: ''Thcrt: :irl: two 
kinds of economists; those- who don't 
know the future. and thosl' who don't 
know 1hc-y don't know." Tht' ~allll', one 
might add. is true for 1x:oplc who nmk(· 
:1 living qu111ing economists. 

Then· :ul: 1wo final t"h~scs of h11si1w~, 
:ind l·n111t1111ks journalism worth 
noting: 

4. Certain Columinsts 
David Warsh and Michael Sd1r:1Rc to 

name just two, do a great job. b111 main· 
ly f<>r spcci;llizcd audienn.-s who aln:ady 
undel'lltand the world hcing (·m,c,:.n:d. 
and 

5. Investigative Reporting 
I adtn.ifl", t:ven e,wy, the folks who gl·t 

the drop on tht: Cmokl·d Hankni, and 
hlow them out of thl· wa1cr. I Ion· that 
60 Minutes cmdid rnmcr:, s111ff. It's 
~;It show hiz and it scn·t·~ a sodal pur
po~e: c:xposing had guys. 

But I kt'ep wo1llkrin~ if what pt·opll' 
nl'cd to know. hdbrl· anythin~ dsl-, i, 
llOI so much that n·r1aln h;111kn~ :m· 
cmoks. hut that cer1;1in kinds of policil·, 
dr:1w crooks to l>:mkin~. I think people 
would appreciate· knnwing that whl·n a 
sadn~s hank (or any 01hn i11Mitution) 
ls paying a higher r.u(· of intert·st. it\ 
making riskin inv<.-stnwnts. They would 
;llso :1pprcci:11c knowing why that'~ Ml. 

In short, the puhlk would be- wdl 
conlhuwd on 11"~~•! -6 



Econo·lllics 101 
A Short Course on tbe Background Reporters Need to Write 

Intelligently in Tbis Field 

BY DAVID WARSH 

I 
n a little essay c:lllctl "Gmund 
Under Our Feet'', Richard Ely 
rccoums how he and others 

founded the American Economic Asso
ciation in 1886. It was a spirited 
meeting: its n,"al bust ness had to do with 
cuuing out the conservative advocates 
of laissez faire in fayor of more pro
gressive scholars. exdutling the relig
iously motivated investigators in favor of 
practitioner.; of a more "disintexested'' 
economics. :mtl with longc-r',mge plans 
to insulate economists from the general 
public. Long year.-later, El}' "-,IS circum
spect about these aspects of the 
occ1sion. 

With the ink barely dry on the 
charter, however. he {md E.R.A. Sdigm:m 
tr'.1mpcd through the min 10 the offiCl~ 

of chc As~rn.:iated Pll:ss in Sar:1toga, "to 
sec that we had such publicity as we 
both felt we <.lescrvctl." Economists and 
those whom they havc t-:xcludcd have 
been arguing with the press ever since 
about exactly what each subscquc:nt 
story is worth. 

What is a reader - or his proxy, the 
reporter - to do when confmmed with 
the vast army of doubledomes and 
num.bercrunchers who can't agree on 
anything in the world worth knowing? 
The deficit is going up or clown, pro
ducti\'it}' is a problem or it isn't, the 
savJ.ngs race a disaster or maybe not, chc 
Uniced Slates is in dire peril or else it has 
never been stronger. It is one thi.ng 
when desk sergeams and community 
ac1jvis1s tell differing stories about what 
happened last night in the 18th precitKt. 
They arc expected to disagree. So are 
colonels, diplomats, politicians, lawyeri; 
and land salesmen. 

But wh:tt an: we to make of the 
myriad voices of the economic and 
financial ('Ommcnrnry community? 

l<i Nieman Reports 

There arc Wall Street tOuts and 
Washington policy jocks. sc:-lf-tau~ht 
h11sir1essmen and gifted politicians, 
Nobel finalists and interesting gadtlics, 
text-book authors and left-field vision
aric-s - all vying for our attention. Amitl 
the constant ~tre:1111 of chatter from the 
st:mcls and the hcnch, and often irre
spective of it, the worltl constamly is 
going forward powerfully in the h;utds 
of husiness people. pmctitioncr.- who 
arc reflecth'e and otherwise - inven
tors, bankers, corporate plannc.r.1, 
magnates, organizers. investors, 
regularors. Conflicting views. anyone~ At 
least Americans don't have a I.ikud GNP 
:mtl a Labor GNI~ as they do in lsr'Jt:I. 

At the hottom, r<:porting el·onomics 
is no different from reporting anything 
else. The cast of char.ictl~rs is just ;1 little 
more c:omplic:ttctl, that's all. The 
reporter's tools, as Stanley Karnow oncl:' 
described them, are nothing more than 
background knowledge and skepticism. 
In the name of background knowkdgc. 
I will sket<:h here a ft,w things worth 
knowing about the pmduction ;md 
distribution of economic knowledge. 

The Declaration 
Of Interdependence 
lec:hnical economics, as we know it, 
appeared on the scene a little mon: than 
200 years :1go. lndeetl. "The Wealth of 
Nations" was published in 1776. the 
same year that the American colonies 
cut loose from England. 

'lo be surc, there wen: plenty of 
beginning:. hefon.: that. On th<.· one h;m<l 
there were politically motivated 
stutlents of trade like narbon and Can
tillon who sought to advist' kings on the 
best way to r'Jisc- taxes or ot herwisc 
compete successfully among nations. 
These thinkt'rs were then known :1s 
mertamilists; today they tC'nd to idC'ntifr 

themselves as political economists -
with an emphasis on the political. 

On the other hantl, there was the 
tr.tdition of "political arithmetic," 
:tssoci.tted with Gaunt, Peuy :mtl King. 
llegun in fr:mk imiution of the suc
cesses of early physicists like Isaac 
Newton and Robert Boyle :md physi
ologists like Willi.till Harvey, this school 
aspired to create a truly "scientific" 
t·conomics - hence its concern with 
ohjectivit y ;ind empirical inquiry. 

'Jechnical economics bu~t decisively 
on top with the work of A<.lam Smith, 
:md his less appreciated contcmpor.1ry, 
Sir James Steuart. The galvanizing idea 
at the heart of "The Wealth of Nations•· 
was the ide:1 of the economy as a big 
interdependent sy);tcm. in which 
CYcrything was dependent on 
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cvl'ryth ing el~e. mt her like eel est i;d 
mcch:mies. To convey the working of 
this system, Smith conjured up the: 
famous metaphorical ''invisible hand," 
which led ..:very individual, pursuing his 
own self interest, to promote the greater 
gom.l of all, giving rise to :m ordt:r 
"which was no part of his intention." 
Lowly porters, rich l;mdlords and 
everybody in between would come 
together 10 contribute their unique skills 
in the sdf-ocganizing system of the 
n1arke1. 

To put ii slightly differently, the: fun
damental ideal in "Wc,tlth" w.is the con
cept of negative feedback, the notion 
that the price of tea in China - and 
every other price - '"'~,s in some sense 
self-regulating. that if its price rose, lt'ss 
of it would be demanded and more 
would be supplied, umil the price 
returned to its normal ll'vcl, :md the 
system that supplied it - tea planta
tions, sailing ships, me.n:bants bankers, 
warchousers and jobbers and retail 
shops - returned to "equilibriwn." This 
glimpse of a systematic, predictable 
interdependence among individuals 
organized in markets was quickly seized 
upon and rendered more precise by 
David Ricar:do. lt bas hccn the indis
pensahle core of economics evt'r sinct'. 

In a second vital tum. just a little over 
100 years ago, economics went profes
sional - that is, it ceased being a field 
for talented amateurs ;md became a self
selecting community which aped the 
social organization of science. Econo
mists came to be those who taught in 
colleges and universities. Tht'y learned 
from texts, published in journals. They 
freely gave advice to politicians and 
business but they rcUcd on one another 
for credentials and advancement. About 
the same time, their field underwent a 
considerable deq>eniog, which gave a 
distinct psychological cast to their 
investiga1ion.5. The central tenet of this 
"m:uginal [('volotion's" new emphasis 
on the psychology of value has been 
summed up this w.1y: pearls .ire t"Xpen
sive not because men dive deep for 
them; rather men dive deep for them 
because they an: expensive. Economists 
have been talking about tile "utilit.y" of 
pearls e\•er since. 

O,:ugcly left out in this tr:111sfom1ation 
were the political economists, those en
thusiasts for policy who sought to 
ground their prescription in some 
theory of how the world works that h:t~ 
1101 been submitted to economists. 
When )'OU m,,u som(conc like, say, Jude 
Waniski. a journalist I urned politic.:al 
consultant. or Robert Reich, a lec1urer 
who identifies himself as a political 
economist in pn:-Marshallian seoSt', 
what he me:1ns is that he dissents from 
all 1hat h:1s happened in economics 
these last 100 year.;. tie simply is 
oper.iting in a different tradition.) 

The rest i_s simple. From the 1870's 
until 1945, the world capital of 
economic underst:mding was Cam
bridge, England. Alfred Marshall gave 
way to John Maynard Keynes; his 
smoo1h Victorian confidence as pro
pounded in the 24 editions of his "Prin
ciples" yielded to Keynes's preoccupa
tion with lhc, central role of govcmment 
in everyday economic affairs, described 
in "The Gener.ii Theory of Employment 
1111<:rest and Money." 

Wi1h the end of World War II, 
howc-ver, the center of inu:llc:ctual 
inquiry shifted to C;unbridgc, Massa
chusetts, and, in time, a couple of 
counter-revolutions occurred - launch
ed mostly from Chicago. Kc·ynes, having 
been widely diffused, was tolled h;Kk 
on rhe topic of money hy Milton 1:ried
man. on interest by Robert Lucas, on 
employment by Manin Feldstein. All 1he 
while the field of technical economics 
itself has only grown. The numbt:r of 
economists t·mployed hy government, 
industry and finance since World War 
II has simply exploded. 

Alsager's Heirs 
And Bagheot's 

Business and financial journ:1lism 
grew up fmm quite difterent roots than 
these. For at least a couple of cenn.irieh 
neither reporters nor their editors wt'rc 
very imerested in economists. Afll-r all, 
it wasn • t economists who huih the: 
modem world: it w:1s husinc:ss person~, 
investors and inventors and salesmen 
and empire builders who cn:atc:d the 
farflung :md intricate i111ern:11ion:tl 
economy. It was these movers anti 

shaker.i and their stock touts and 
lawyers :md press .igents that the finan
cial press covered from the bq;inning of 
the modern industrial economy. For a 
looi,: time, most journalists paid rela
tively little attention to the economists. 
They wen: imere:m:d in thc: markl'tS 
thcmsc:lves. 

The key event in the emergence of 
financial joum,1lism was the shift during 
Napoleonic wars of the center of world 
finance to London fn:>111 An1stcrdam, 
according to Richard Fry's essay in "The 
New Palgraw: A Dic1ionary of Econo
mics." In London, for the fim timt·. 
there was a large middle: class interested 
in opportunities for invcsunent. The 
nc-,.vspapers were not slow 10 attempt 10 
shed some liglu. Thomas t'lfas.,a Alsagn, 
a cultured businessman, was appointed 
the first financial editor of The Times 
of London in 1817. He set a pretty good 
example, according to Fry. "('or some 
years he stood alone in w:1rning 
i1wcrstors that the gfl .. -.u boom in r:1ihv:1y 
collections was bound to collaps<·. The: 
Times lost a gn:at deal of :1dvcrs1ising 
hut the proprietors were high minded 
and Alsagcr was pnwed ri~ht." 

In economic journalism, thc: signal 
event prob:1bly was the founding of The 
Economist 1m1gazinc in London in IH-i;',, 
and the :1ppoinunent of the gn::ll W:tlter 
Bagheot as ils editor in 1857. H;1glwm 
w:t5 perhaps the fir..t man to write about 
ccono111ics ai, ;1 modern science writn 
might; that is, he reported tht· v ic;ws of 
some leaders of the ficld as though lhc:y 
were most prohahly correc1; he was 
honest about disagn:c:mc:nts hl'lwn·n 
experts when they ;1rose; he mixed in 
liher:11ly his own c.:onvictions. Ever sincc: 
The Etonomist has repor1ed on profes
sional debates with distinction, though 
never 11inching frotll imposing i1s own 
journalists' convictions on t.'\·ems. Osc:1r 
Hobson·~ brief but extremely inllucntial 
tenure as editor of The: Fin:111cial Time~ 
in the early 19~0s should he: noted. as 
well as the rbe to prominence of the 
Nc,uc Zurcher 7.citung. 

In the United Stat<.'S, there prnh:1hly 
has been ;1 good dc:al morc action from 
1J1c magazines than the nnV)lpapc:i:s. The; 
New York papcrs had for many years 
covered W;1\I Stre<.:t aggrcs~ivcly. The 
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Jong hoom of the 1920-s 1)(;rsuadnl 
1-knry Luce to launch Fortune and the 
McGr-Jw family to start Business \~eek 
to compete: with more per~onal 
magazines like forbes am! Bamms and 
Duns. Barney Kilgore built the WaU 
Street Jo um.ii imo a national business 
daily in 1he years following World War 
II. 111terly eclipsing the daily Journal of 
Commerce. The founding of the 
t\'kG~1w Hill economics department by 
journalist-I urned-economist Dexter 
Keezer deserves special mention; it con
tributed a steady stn:am of c1lent to The 
New York Times. The Times, in turn, 
ha~ ~reatly influenced the television 
networks. 

'lbday, a remarkable army of reponen; 
;md editors for the daily am.I clectronk 
J)R"SS, financial rn1g.ulncs, tr.Ide journals 
,md nnvswecklies 11~1ck developments 
in the global economy - in the li.S., 
Europe and Japan. Coveragc is not as 
good as it coul<l he, it never is; J:>ut 
cer~inly there is plency of it. England 
still leads the world in the social scan, 
ding ;1nd in<lepen<lence of its commen
tators. What can be said about the state 
of knowledge that they confront? 
Persuasive 
Experiments 

First, consider our understanding of 
economics in its l:1rgest outlines. Is it a 
"science" or not? Does somebody really 
know the answers? Or is it :di a matter 
of in1ellectu:1l fashion? Would the 
mathematical ,·erities of one age seem 
stale and unrevealing platitudes in 
another? Let me address this question 
somewhat obliquely. 

During the l970's and 1980's, in 
c,·ery corner of the world, occurred a 
sea-d1,1nge, a turn away from govern
ment. to~,ard democr.t<.T, toward more 
deccnu·.ili7.cd forms of social organiza
tion, usually having to do with market 
processes. This ,,~1s a maner of nearly 
spont:meous ignitjon. It staned in China 
about the same time as it did in the 
United Kingdom. It happened to the 
United States :11 first tentatively. in the 
form of.Jimmy Carter's 1976 campaign. 
then decisively. with Ronald Reagan's 
1980 election; be1wccn times Margaret 
Thatcher became prime minister of 
En~l.1nd. Sometimes it :1rose from the 
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grJssroots, :1s in Poland; sometimes it 
w:is directed from the top down, as in 
Chile. Some places followed the •' four 
Tigers" and Japan; others, like France, 
made up their own mind; still other.;, 
especially in Africa, followed Fr.mcc. 
Eventually. the Soviet Union itself 
emhraced glasnost, perestroika ,md 
democrncia, and even tiny Albania 
opened up. In the end, only Nonh 
Korea, Cuba, the Khmer Rouge and the 
Shining P-.1th stood four-square against 
what, for 1.ack of a better word, was 
calle<l "capitalism." 

What <lrove this transform:ition? Cer
tainly it did not come about ;is a result 
of arguments carried out in books. ln
stead, a series of dominating events 
wen, at the heart of the tr:msformation 
of our ideas. Ea..-h of thesc h:1d the 
cl:1rity and persuasive power of con
trolled experiments. They had their 
effect not so much on technical 
c:.-conomics, but on the deep stmcturc of 
public opinion, which is ever so mul·h 
difficult to change. 

The fir..t of these "experiments" was 
the cxpericm:e with the OPEC cartel 
and the price of oil. This was in effect 
a decisive demonstr.ttion of the funda
mcncal truth of the law of supply and 
demand, that suddenly soaring prices 
will have predictable effects: demam.l 
drops, supply increascs and the price 
tends to fall back toward a certain 
equilibrium. The world w:1sn't running 
out of oil, it turned out; it just needed 
a little time to adjust. (In ~cneral. the 
press couldn't have got this story more 
wrong.) 

The second "experiment" was the 
rise of Jap:m and the "Four Tigers" of 
Korea, T;,1iwan, Hong Kong :md Singa
pore. An;1lysts could aJ&uC :ibout just 
how much ~overnment.al gui<lance w:1s 
involved in these success stories. What 
wasn't open to qucstion was that they 
achieved thdr remarkable growth 
within :i cmnpetitive glob.ii market 
system in \vhich consumer.. were more 
or less sovereign, much as economists 
predicted. 

The third "e."l.pt·riment" had to do 
with the demonstrJtion. starting in 
1979, th:u money mattered, that infla
tion was not some cosmic cloud 

through which the eJrth ,,.-:,s passing, 
but that it could be controlled through 
conventional regulation of the banking 
system. When l'edcr:11 Reserve Chair· 
man Paul \bicker sent interest ~1tes soar
ing past 20 per cent, he pn:cipitated :1 

desperate global recession. But when 
inflation r.nes fell 10 subseqm:ntly low 
lewis. he showed conclusively govern
ment could in fal1 achieve relative price 
stability. 

The founh "experiment," perhaps the 
most imporGlnt. was the utter collapse 
of the command economies of the 
Soviet Union and its s.uelli1,-s. What had 
been an an:ane <lebatc between Ludwig 
von Mises, friederick Hayek :m<l Oscar 
Lange over whether planning could 
work as well as markt:ts in the 19,;o's 
played out in the 1980's with the 
utmost clarity. 'l:iken together, the 
experience added up to what Robert 
Heilhroncr desc·ribed ;1s the "dearest 
possible proof," "that capitalism 
organizes the material affairs of 
humankind more satisfactorily than 
socialism ... The great question now 
st:ems how r:tpicl will be the transfor• 
mat ion of socialism into capitalism, and 
not che other way around, ;1s things 
looked only half ;1 cemury ago." 

A fifth "experiment," what Bush 
Administr.1tion economist J.awrence 
Lindsey has called "the great growth 
experiment,'' has to do with the series 
of deregulations and tax reforms that 
were undenaken by the Westcrn indus
trial democracies during the 1980s. On 
these expcrimems, the returns arc not 
yet in, although the acguing about them 
h:1s continued at a blistering pace. Even
tually these disagreements will be 
resolved hy the extent to which their 
rival predictions pan out - cither there 
will be a new surge of economic growth 
or there will not, either the gap between 
rich and poor will widen or it won't. 
In the meantime, the issue will regularly 
he put to formal and informal votes in 
venues all a.round the world. 

The point is that, by the beginning of 
the l990s, everybody, everywhere. was 
studying economics. The accounting 
systems of the Communist countries 
were being restated in terms of Western 
convc:ntions. Chinese students were 



i.tudying econometrics. Business 
schools were opening in the capitals of 
Eastern Europe. Third Worltl nations 
were privatizing their nationalized 
industries, with the help of iotemation,11 
bankers. By that crudest and most 
refined test of all - the m;uket of 
human opinion - economics had pm
vc-d its worth, if not its most Yaunting 
claims. 

Adam ~mith 
Was Right? 

How to describe the delicate mixture 
of doubt and certainty with which wc 
confront the claims of modem technical 
ecnomics to be a science? I think an 
analogy may be helpful here. 

What has happened 10 economics in 
the last 60 years is roughly compar:1hle 
to what happened to the infant science 
of ecology during the years from, say, 
Aldo Leopold's first puhlicatioos on the 
imert.lcpendem:e brtwecn wolf and deer 
populations in the 1920's to R:ichel 
Carson's powerful manifesto against 
pesticides, "The Silent Spri,,g," in 1962. 
That is. a certain set of expert views 
about the intimate interrelatedness of 
the n.11ur.1I world conquered the pmfe~
sional field, then went on to the con
quest of popular opinion. 

loday. people may disagree about the 
desirJbility of maimaining a ccnain level 
of species diversity in the Amazon of 
the P-..1dfic Northwest. They may argue 
about a specific proposal for dealing 
with, say, the greenhouse effect. They 
may speculate with no very deep con
viction at all on the mechanisms of 
evolution. But no one seriously suggests 
that the ecological viewpoint doesn't 
apply. 

Moreo,·er, they recognize, as Aldo 
Leopold came to, that nature imposes 
severe restrictions on the extent to 
which we can hope to successfully 
interfere with inter..1ctions between 
human beings and nature,. In the course 
of a ver)' few years in the 19.20's. 
Leopold went fmm a11,11.1ing that the way 
to make the West safe for hunters was 
to kill all the wolves and lions, to the 
convicti(m that it was necessary to lcam 
to "think like a moumain" :md in so 
doing. let predawrs exercise their 

natural checks on the size of the deer 
herd. at ll·ast to thC' greatest extent that 
could he harmoni.zcd with citi;,.cns· 
political 1:1stcs. In a similar fashion, 
reformers who a few years ago pressed 
insistently for nationalization. rent 
control and redistrilmtivc t.1xes today 
look for ways to suhtly bend market 
processes to their l'nds - to "think like 
a market," in other words. 

This is. I think, what people mean 
when they say ··Adam Smith was right.'' 
They mean that individuals, left fn.:c to 
pursue their own intt:rsts, gencmlly will 
contribute 10 the greater good of all. 
They mean that obst:1dcs to one sort of 
economic activity will likely have im
plicatiuns in unexpc<.:te<l places. They 
mean that government policies exist to 
he <.:aptured and that corpur.ne policies 
don't necessarily bC'nefit the consumer. 
They mean that everything economic is 
<.:onnencd to everything else. 

I lcre al't' some things people dun't -
ur shouldn't - mean when they cele
brate the pcufundity of the economic 
insight: they don't mean that we know 
ex:1ctl}' how these things arc c.:onncctcd. 
Nor does it mean that much can't be 
done to ameliorate the nmditions of 
poverty and distress. Nor that market~ 
don't fail sometimes and require govern
ment correction. 

I.cast of all do thl'y mean that tht· 
economists at Ion~ last ag,n.-c. All the old 
schisms persist, only now thl'Y have 
new labels. '!bl.lay we have the "new 
classicals" vs. "new Keynesians." They 
debate in ,,er-more difficult (aod more 
powerful) mathematical and statistical 
languages. They may even have some 
success in narmwing llown their disa
greements: one of the most promising 
developments of the last tkc;lde bas 
heen the emergence of the National 
Bureau of Economic Research as a kind 
of quality-testing labor.uory for new 
idc:is. Uut underneath. there is tittle dif
ft'n:ncc between today's factions and 
the /ai.m!z-faire frec-tr.ldcr.; and the 
governmentally inclined pl\lgn:s.,;ivt:s of 
Richard Ely's day. Economics may he 
progressing, but very slowly. 

Taken together, the lessons of the 2; 
year.. do, however, me:m tbat the b:1sic 
tools of the economists' kitha~ can 

seuccly be done without by those who 
aspire to make public policy or tO 

commem on it. Left. right or center: 
from here on out. men and women 
who aspire to leadership from city hall 
to the White House to the great inter
national polk; bodies are going 10 have 
to know S<Jmc <.>conomics. And rcponcrs 
who aspire to <.·over the nnvs arc going 
to have to know some. too. 

Getting 
To Know You 

So what is it that n:poncrs and ulitor.; 
should be seeking 10 provide in this 
<.:rnnplicatcd world? The :msw<:r seems 
to me to he that thcrt: is pll·my of 
opportunity, amt that it is growing. 

Certainly t·conomics ;md economic 
polk--y has emerged as a legitimate he:u. 
quite different from the rn;1rket-oricnt<.'d 
covemge of business and finance. These 
trJditional specialties will colllinut· to 
llourish. llusinessmen still don't look 10 

e{·nnnmi~tb for pnmission to expand. 
after all, to break new ground. 

Even he.re, <.:conomics is exerting new 
claims. In some areis the pr:Ktiral and 
theoretical worlds of markets are grow
ing even closer together, much as did 
practical engincl-ring and science- in 
19th centurr- The huge markets in 
futures and options - in risk - that 
have grown up in Chicago in the last I<; 
year.; art' a prime l'X:lntple of how 
"basic" C<'0nomic science can find 
lucrative application in the real world. 
On the other hand, pure economics. 
injudiciously applied, can still do a gn:at 
deal of damage. The effect of the 
clcregulation of the air tmvcl imlustry on 
the <.:ompanics involved (not on 
p;1ssengcr sakty!) may lurn out to h<.: a 
very interesting cx:tmple. 

The degree to which technical, 
univcr.;ity-1-.a.<;(;d t--conomics informs our 
vi<·w of the world shouldn't be 
underestimated. 'll>day, hright kids go 
from classl\>0lll training :u thl· London 
School of Etonomics to doin11: narrative 
and news on the money wires; Wall 
Street c<.:onomists only lightly wear their 
l'hDs; business schools sec to it that 
their grJduates have only a smattering 
of 1m111;1gerial c<.:onomics, lc~t thcr 
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Cheering On The Scoundrels 
Too Many Business Pages Have Portrayed Sharpsters as Amusing, 

Shying Away From Their UnsavorJI Past 

BY RICHARD E. CHENEY 

A 
fler 40 year.. in the public rela
tions hus~n~ss, I've come to kd 
that medm m the Unned St.11es, 

while building d:na banks. have heen 
losing their memory. Most men and 
women who appear in the news seem 
to have meager pasts and no relation
~hip 10 the times they've lived in. While 
I rccognil.e the confining pressures of 
time· and ~pace on the air and in prim. 
I find myself wishing fervent!}' that 
mort' storit:s were told like good 
obi1u;1ries. 

The hu.siness pages in the 80's parti
cularly appeared m be wriuen in one 
dimension, like Citizen Kane wi1hou1 
Rosebud, sometimes even wi(hou1 last 
week. Scoundrels hoo<h,.-inkcd the 
puhlic and the best of the media too 
rarely sounded the alarm until ii wa.~ too 
I.lie. Indeed, they rooted them on with 
puffery, detailing, day br day, tender 
offers 1111d count<·r-t<·ndt•r offc·rs, 
bl"l':Uhlessly following the bidding like· 
hicks :11 Sothchy's. H:1rdl)' anyhody 
~leppcd back m examine the conse
quences for the country. 

·100 many rcpon:ers laid down the red 
carpet for mcn 1.ike Ivan Ooesky and the 
raiders who used him. many of whom 
aln:ady had nolo contendere rcconls at 
the Securities and Exchange Commi,;sion 
that werc dear! y on the puhlic record. 

Men like l'red Carr. a former mutual 
fund sharpster who had taken investors 
down the pri.mrose path in the <,O's, 
turned up in the insurJnce busim:ss and 
dc~troyell the pcnsions of thousands of 
men and women, creating what was 
dearly a house of cards by putting the 
pensioners' and policy holders· money 
into Mike Milken's junk horn.ls. The 
media c:Ul be charged with inadequ:uc.ly 
sounding the alarm .ibout this insurJnce 
wi7.arcl's past, with not sctting his seem-
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ing success in the insurJnce busint:ss 
against the backdrop of his failure with 
mutual funds. 'li'ue, there wcrc stories 
dinmiding his paM failun:s, but too 
manr reporters s<.-cmed to find men like 
Carr amusing, even awe-inspiring - as 
if thL-')' we;:rc writing about Willie Sut
ton's bank robberies. 

On little or no evidence other than 
the fact that they had conned creditors 
imo giving them bil.lions of dollars to 
buy stock at a prcmium, slc-u.y nobodic-s 
- <.'Ven a man like Robert Campeau, 
who has suffercd a number of menml 
breakdowns - gm themselves touted in 
the media as f.tr morc able to "maxi
mize .. assets at a company than cons
cientious managen; who were con
fronted with the day-to-day realities of 
running the business. 

In the play-by-play rcponing on L'tke• 
overs. too few reporter.; stepped back 
and asked where the money was com
ing from, how the loans could be 
justified, what the motives were of the 
leader.. and their investment banker 
accomplices, whether the loans would 
he rcpaid and the implications for 1.ax
paycrs if they wcn: not. Wc'rc ~cuing 
the stories now. largely it) hooks. Why 
were they so sp:u~e at the time? 

Despite my being involved in so 
much of 1.he 1.akcover ac1ivit)' of the 80's 
I really don't have the ;111swec:r. I found 
1.hat surprisingly often infonn:uion on 
file with the SEC ahout scturity fr.1ud 
rnses involving major financial figures 
never appeared in ntws stories. About 
the only way that inli)rmation got in the 
paper w:L~ in the form of adven:isements 
paid for hy one of the adversaries. 
Reporters wen: inclined to s:1r they 
didn't wam 10 get i.mo ''character stuff." 
Nohody is an angel, thc)"d say, what 
really matters is whether the 

stockholdcn. are going to get a good 
price for their stock. As with Carr, men 
who <lid serious damage to people's 
livelihoods were pmtr<1yed ;i~ ha\'illg the 
panache of riverboat g;1mblcrs. 

I couldn't figurc out. and still can't. 
what accounted for the squeamishness 
about not mentioning the history of 
financial rogues wben the shadc:s wc:n: 
bc:ing raised on the prh~.1te lives of 
politici.tns. I once told a n::portcr that 
I thought it w:is worth his taking the 
trouble 10 look into the: fact that .t top 
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Lo"\Ver Pay for Analysis 
Greater Rewards Are Offered Those Writing Economics 

From Human Interest and Political Viewpoints 

BY JAMES T. HAi\1ILTON 

S 
outh Su~·cotash hasn't heen in the 
news much lately. This mythi~:11 
town garnen:!.l two media stones 

in the Nexis index in 1989, none in 
1990-91. During the 1982 recession. 
however, reporters frequently referred to 
the city in their coverage of unemploy
ment; a total of 79 storie.s listed in Nexis 
mentioned South Succotash in 1982. 
The unwilling, and unlikely. source for 
many of these reports was himself a 
former reporn.:r and cornmemator -
Ronald Reagan. 

In an interview in The Daily Okla
hom:m during Man:h of 1982, Prt>sidem 
Reagan took aim at network television 
for focusing on h:1d economic news ... Is 
it news th:11 some fellow 0111 in South 
Succotash someplace has just heen l:lid 
off and th;u he should be interviewed?" 
the Presi!.lent aske!.l. Complaining that 
television's focu!> on "downbeat" 
human imc:rest stories could threaten a 
recovery. he sail.!. "I won!.ler ~ometimes 
if it isn't the battle of the r.itings ... and 
if they ,m:n'1 more concerned with 
enterrainment than they arc with 
!.lelivering the news." 

Though ne11rly 10 years have passed 
since President Reagan·s romplaint. 
officials in Washington stiH voice the 
same t:oncern that business :md econo
mics roveragc focuses excessivdy on 
bad n~c-ws ;md often is simply inaccurate. 
Sp<.".iking before the Sodt1y of American 
Business Editors in May 1991. the Coun
cil of Economic Advisors Cluriman. 
Mich:1cl Hoskin. said that "when one 
reads about thc economy, that ifs about 
10 go into the abyss," that he had con
cerns about "tbe quaHty of 1he fiKt 
checking that goes on in husincss and 
economics reporting." 

Debate about economic ncws 
coverage is often conducted in personal 

terms: journalists are sloppy. audiences 
arc fazy. politicians who critci;,.c 1hc 
coverage arc partisan pundits. In fact, 
what is missing from complaints about 
the quantity and quality of economic 
news is an economic .1n.1lysis of the 
market for economic news. Professor 
Joseph K.'llt of the John F. Kennedy 
School of Government at l-lan,;m1 and 
I auempted to fill this gap through our 
report ''The foundation for American 
Conununication.'i/l'ord Foundation Sm!.ly 
of Economic and Business Journalism:· 
We found evidence from salary sttu{'
llJres i.n journalism :ind s:1mple story 
selections 1ha1 economics can bc use!.l 
to explain the State of economics and 
business repor1ing. 

Information Ma.rkets 
People "demand" economic informa

tion from the pre~s for at least three 
scpan,tc relsons: 

l. They may desire information th:it 
is useful in their personal economic 
decisions, such as stock <1uotacions or 
inten:st rate levels. 

2. Ec·onomic news can provide cn1er-
1:1inment. he it <.:overage of the litcstylc:s 
of savings and loan executives or the 
drama of a discharged factory worker. 

3. People can also use economic 
inform:11ion in their rok :,s citi;,.ens and 
voter.;. 

The market for person:1lly useful 
information and for enten:1inmcnt 
generJ!ly works well, as the expanded 
business sections of newspapers. the 
strong business put,licatiom and 
popular television shows attest. The 
demand for informative cover.ige of 
economics issues that might :t!isist in 
people's ci"ic decisions, howwer, is 
plagued hy the incentives that rca!.lers 
and viewers h.ivc to let others invest in 
karning about public issues. Bccause an 

indivi!.lual often h:,s little personal 
ability to intlucn{'C public decisions, he 
or she may let otbcrs gcncr.ue informa
tion about puhlic policy :ml.! i;implr 
share in the henefits. The samt· incen
tives that kad to low votcr turnout kad 
to low voter search for information. If 
onc·s voting decision has little impact 
on acid rain or monetary policy. why 
become informed about th('s<: issue~? 
Each individual's self-intel'CSI in fre<:• 
riding on the efforts of otlwrs ml':m~ 
that then: is little <lemand expn:ssnl for 
public affairs aspens of cconomk:s m'.\, i;. 

ThC' difference 1)('1ween havin~ a 
private int crest and :1 "publil' i llll'n:st' • 
in economic information is dear in tht· 
tkitrcc that peoplc arc informed ahout 
etx>nomic facts. A survey hy the I lcarst 
Corpor.uion found th,u individuals an: 
murh more knowl1:dgc:1hle ahout Wl'nti. 

that affect their per.ional economil· dl'd· 
sions than those issues that havt· a sodal 
or poli1ic1l n;uurc. Most peoplt: survt·yl:d 
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did not underst:llld the definition of 
fn::qucmly reported economic v;1ri:lbles. 
such as the national unemployment r:ttc 
or the gross national product; a majority 
did not know Lhe relative magnitudt.-s of 
policy figurcs such as the size of the 
fedcr.11 deficit or the proponioo of 
govcrnme.:m spending devoted 10 social 
programs. However, on issucs directly 
affecting their personal decisions, 
individuals had a greater incentive 10 he 
informed, as reflected in widcspn:ad 
knowledge of the current minimum 
wage level, the ddinition of the con
sumer price inde.x and the going mtes 
for :1djustahle rmc home mortgages. 

The three demands for economic 
inform:u ion (pen,ooal use, entertain
ment, public affairs) are also evident 
among the readers of diftcrcm feature!> 
within a single public.nion. The.: Wall 
Strect Journal. The per !.'.Cot of readers 
who read a particular feature is high for 
those sections that rel:ue to per.;onal 
decisions: Stock Quot:ttions (i0.4 per 
n·m ); Oaily Business News Reports 
ti0.8 per cent); and In-Depth Cover.1ge 
of Companies :ind Industries (61.S per 
cent). The: emer1aimuem demand for 
husincss/cconomics news is evident in 
the rc.ider.;hip figure for the l'e:mue 
Stories, which at 77.?, per cc.nt is almost 
the. highest within the paper. Though 
the demand for general nL·ws is high 
(84.9 per cent r1:;1d tht.: What's Nevvs 
scnionJ, rcackr interest fades a~ the 
news becomes kss obviously c:onnected 
with the reader.;' private dedsions (only 
44.1 per cent n:ad the International 
Nc.·ws section). The Editorial Page whic:.h 
generally contains discussions of public 
policy, with a special 1:mphasis on 
economic issues, also r.m:s one of the 
lowest rc-,,dcr.;hips (only 46. I per cent). 
In :1 microcosm of a single publication, 
the popufarity of different sections thus 
relkcts the greater demands for 
husincss/economic.:s news for pen;onal 
decisions and/or enrcrt.1inment, 1:om
pa.n·d 10 inform:ation net.xled 10 make 
informed social or political decisions. 

While the demand for analytical 
cowmge of economic :1ffair.; goes unex
pressed in a market when:· citizens free
ride on the acquisition of political 
information, n:ader.; and viewer.; will 
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t.'Xpres., a demand for covemge of public 
policy th:tt emphasi7.CS human-interest 
angles and politics as a sporting e~·ent. 
This suggests that the competitive drive 
to hold audience allention will be 
retlccted in the emphasis on cntcrt:t.in
inj!, public affairs cove.r.,gc that per
sonalizes stories or focuses on "bad" 
tlt'ws. There is also a segment of the 
public that derives consumption 
pleasure from political participation, 
such as voting; they vote not out of a 
rational calculus of prohahility of 
inllucncing tht' out<.'ome but because 
1 he)' derive ideological satisfaction from 
t·xpressing a position anti participating 
in politics. These people m,ty also 
demand cover.1ge of public affairs for 
the pleasure of knowkdgc in :md of 
itself. E\'idencc for this demand comes 
from the: fact that, controlling for 
demographic characteristics, those 
people who fed that it is a civic duty 
to stay informed arc more likely 10 read 
the newspaper daily and view television 
news. Finally, public affair.; coverage 
may sometimes he demanded hy a 
much smaller audience - the owm;rs 
of media outk·ts. 'fhc: conce111r.1tion of 
owner.;hip of media companies by 
individuals or families is consistent with 
the notion that owners may trade off 
some profits for amenities. such :1s the 
satisfaction of performing the duty of 
informing the public on public affain,. 
This latter cffcc:t may become more 
tenuous, howen-r, as ownership 
becomes dispersed among m,1ny 
stockholders. 

The Market 
For Journalists 

The demand for journalists skilled in 
business :ind economics n;poning is 
deriwd from audience demands for 
business and economics information. 
Media companies will offer infonnation 
that satisfies private demands for pcr
!>onall)' useful or eotenai11.men1 informa
tion by hiring :me! rewarding journalists 
able to provide such coverage. These 
crnnpanies will have fewer incentives 10 
hire and reward journalists able to pro
,·idc analytical cover.1ge of cc:onomic 
news th:11 relates to public policy, 
though audience im1:res1 in economic 

-affair.; covered from a human in1<·rcs1 o.r 
political battle angle will mean th:tt 
n:porten; and editor.; who choose this 
appro:1ch will be rewa.rded. 

The likelihood of low expressed 
demand for analytical coverage of 
economic public affair.; issm:s \'Cr.ills the 
likely expn:ssion of demanu for privately 
useful or t.~ntcrmin.ment information 
rdating to husiness leads to a number 
of theories about the labor market for 
journalists: I. 'li"".lining for business 
c:ovcr:ige should he rcw11nJed more 
heavily than training in economics 
coverJgc. 2. Those journalists who 
:1dopt human interest or political angles 
in public affairs coverage should he 
rewarded mnre than journalists who 
rely on :m economic follllt.'W<>rk 10 
explain economic issues. 3. In gener:il, 
facmr.; ;issociate.:d with the entertain
ment demand should be rewarded in 
the journalism labor market. 

'lo test whether the lack of public de
mand for public aff.-un, affec.1s joumalists' 
incentiws. Joseph Kalt and I conducted 
a surwy or reponcrs and editors in both 
print and broadcast markets. The 
responses we received from over 800 
joumalists fonned the basis of our study 
of rep< irl ing environments, c-duca1.ional 
attainments and the dem:inds for mid
career education in journalism. Our 
n:~ull!> ,:onfinn that while many 
recognize a need to improve coverage 
of economic issues there an: few private 
incentives for journalists or thei.r 
employees to do this. 

Over 80 per cent of the journalists in 
our survey said th:tt their o~aoi:t.:1tions 
had increased coverage-of business and 
ccononlic news, but they do not 
necessarily equate more quantity with 
quality. More than 50 per cent !'eel tbat 
their firms only do a "fair .. or poor job 
of business/economics coverJge, while 
80 per cent bdieve that general 
reponcr.; are not weU equipped 10 
handle husincsslcconomics content. The 
poor quality of cover.1ge affects thc 
space :ind time allotted to economic 
issues, for 62 per !.'.COi of the editor.; 
surveyed said they would increase 
cover.igc if tht' quality of busin<:Ss/ 
economics reporting improved. 

Though journillists may wish for 



hctter <.:on:r:tgr.: of c:conomic issues. the: 
lar.:k of l·xpn:SsL·d public demam.l for 
such ;malysis means tha.t <.·mploycr.; do 
not have the ino:ntin- to hi!\: thOSl: with 
the tr.Lining to pro,·id1.: it and that 
n:porh.:rs do not have the itu:enth·c to 
im·cst in such trJining. Th<.· husiness/ 
cconomks rl·portecs in the survey 
ti.:n<lcd to he youn~er, ha\'e less 
experience in journalism and han.· 
educ.uion hack~munds similar to thosi.: 
of other reporters. The majority were 
journalism majors (55 per n.'nt); only ·l 
per cent majored in cconomi<.:s and 
only 6 per <..'i.:nt majori.:d in husincss. 
Tht.: hl,v n:wards for tmining reinforce 
the l:1ck of incenth·es for cmTrJ.g<..· that 
satisfks the puhlic affairs :i.spcct of 
economic n<.:v,·s cm·eragc. Among the 
journalists surwyed, 1..:.1king three or 
more business courses outskk their 
major.; in colk-gc w;1.s f'\v.~trdL'tl IO timL~ 
mol\: hca,·ily (th<.')' were paid, orhcr 
thing"i hdng equal, an extra SZ,650 in 
income) than uking at least elm:<.: 
t.:r.:onomk~ Lour.;i.:~. Pri.:pamtion that 
leaves journalists hcttcr pn.-p:m.·d to 
satisfr demands for prh·atdy useful 
infom1.ition (e.g. husinl'-'i sH,ril·s} is thus 
rew:mlc<.I mnn: than preparation to 
handle stories wlth more puhlil· affairs 
:lS(X'.C.5 (e.g. n:onomic nt.:ws). 

.St ronF, <. ... ·idt:'nec that n.-porter.; and 
editor.,; ha\·c litlk inct:'nti\·e co incor
por:ue economic :malvsi5 in their 
cov<..'r:tgc: <..'lllllL-S from a F,n>Up of sample 
stories we include<..! in our survey. We 
ga\'e the journ:dists three 5tories -
ahout the Fed<..'rJl deficit, int<..'rnational 
trJdc: and tobacco pricc-M1pport pm
gmms. For c:ich story. the journalists 
,verc :1ski:d to choosl· from a list of 
pot<.·ntial thc:rm.:s and dosing analysis 
that included L·xamplcs of three dlf
fe~nt :mgle5 in L·m-i:ring ,ht: story: a 
hum:m inu:rcst approach focused on the 
,K'tions and emotions of indh·Jduals; a 
politk:al angle rhat focused on the elec
toral winner.; and losers :1ssoci:it<.·d with 
an economic polic.:y. and an 1;conomic 
approach focu5ing on mark<.1. principles 
of supply an<..! dem.md a5 a frJm<..-v.·ork 
for explaining :m cn:m. 

\cry few journali~1s sc:kc.:tcd ;111 

c:conomic angle in cm·ering thes<.." 
stories; they were much more likdy to 

fon1s on the per.;onal angles or thi.: 
political fallout of the deficit, trade 
issues and agrii.:ultur.il prio.: supports. 
When we compared the salarks of 
n:porter.; :tml editors in our sun•ey with 
their approach in sclr:cting story angles, 
we found an e\·cn more striking result. 
Those juurn,1lists who adopted 
L-Conomil' an:tlpis mon: fn.'qucntly we~ 
paid less than tho~ wh11 R·lin.1 moR.' on 
personal or politkal analysis in o>,·t:r
ing economic storin. 

Bm:1dc:1.st journalisls lost lht: rnmt in 
terms of lower salaries if thc:y wt·!\: 
likdy to l·hoose l'conomk analrsis un~r 
human intt'"l\:Sl or political analysis. In 
addition, the attitudes of hnr.1dr;1..,t jour
n:1lbts sun·cyed rdlcct 1hc gn:at1::r tim1.· 
constr:.1ints in research and presentation 
tht:y face: and dw grc:uer p~ssuft'~ to 
:utract audknn-s thmu~h ~-nw11:1inml'nt. 
Broadc:.tst journ;llists were much mori.: 
likdy to say th:lt husiness/cconornks 
coverJge is difficult hn·:.tusc it is hard to 
tlnd experts who spt..~k "plain English," 
that hackv.round :md d:it:1 sources art: 
too difficult tn understand, and that the 
hc:tt dot·s not lead to interesting stories. 
Thq· wen.-also more likdy (o agnx 1h,u 
dl'adline pressun.-s pre\'ent the kind of 
ft'S<.:an:h necc:~sary to dn-clop husiness/ 
economic news in dcplh. 

O,-cr-.tll, our study indicates that the 
low expll'.ssed demand for :malytk:al 
puhlic affair.; cm·<..·r.lgc..· and the htv.h 
cxpn:ssed demand for privately useful 
or cntl'rt.1ining information do affect 
tr;iining and incrntivcs in the: m,U"kct for 
joumalists. Ri.:poncrs .II\: n..-..,,m..lcd mon: 
if they have cours<."\l.'ork in husim.-s~ than 
in l"COnomics. Journalists who adopt 
mon: "markt.:t:1.hk" appn.,achcs to story 
appmaches ;1.r1; paid more. Tlw r-.ttional 
ignor.mce of \'otcr.. ahou1 l"<:onomk 
affair.,; (e.g. why karn about economic 
affair:,; if you hav1.· such a low pmh:tbility 
of influencing events?) is thus lr-.1.nsl:.tt1.·d 
into a <..lcm:md for r..ttionally i~nor.1.m 
journalism and journalists (C-~. why as 
a R'port1.:r karn :ibout the .1n,1lytics of 
economic poliq· if thi.: markl't only 
rewards human interest and politkal 
l'<JYC t J.gl'?). 

When we furtht:r analy;,c:d the: 
<.:har;ictcristics of the journ:1lists who 
were more likdy to pi<..·k economic 

Iheme.~ or analpi.s in om s.tmpk· stories, 
we dis~ovi.:n:d th.it trJining does affect 
thl' :1ppmach that journ:tliMs 1,1kr in 
thdr f.·o,·1.-r.1~<.." of enmornk issut:'s. 
Thosi.: journali:-,ts who Wl'I\'. c:conomics 
m:ijor.; were mon: likdy 10 scln:t 
l'conomk angle .. in the '>:tmph: -.1orio 
lkportcr,; and cditor.i who had :lllcndl'd 
the midcan:i:r l·dur:nirnl conf,:rem.Ts 
sponsored hy lhe Foundation for 
Americ:111 Communicuhms iA'cr1; abo 
rnol\: likl"ly to ~cler.:t ..-conomic th..-m..-:
or analrsis. Tht: Founda1ion h.is offc..·nxl 
short midctrt:er training prugr.1ms for 
m·l'r :1 dec:tdc that teach journali.~ts how 
to incorpor.Jt<..· economk prindplcs into 
thl"ir <.'m•1.·r.1~<.:. Our r1.·sults indic:Ul' that 
it b actual ;Utcndancc at 1hl • .,._. Ir.lining 
sl'minar.;, not an underlying tl'lllknq 
th:u !<..-ads the ..-conomically indinl'd to 
hoth ,Ull"lld thol· conkn:1Kl'~ ;111d ~cl<.'l1 
economic thcmt:'~. that is n:sprnls1hk for 
lhi: p:tltern of sch..·cting story an~k..., (h:11 
li1n1s 011 economic prindples. 

Thou~h training GIil inrrct'>l" llw 
n.:onomk lill"r..ll')' of rq,orkrs, mnlia 
comp.mies will ~till 1101 fat·1.· suffitinll 
illlTlll in·s (o prm·ide such training. 
Increasing chc c..·u)n11mir 1r.1ining nf 
n:ponl·r. would thus rn1 uire :-,uppon 
from fi,undations ~ince th<..· pri\·;1w 
market for puhlic :1ffair. rq)urting i~ 
subject to market failure.:. Still ;111othn 
,1lt..-rn.uiH· for impro\'ing cm·cr.ii,:c, 
howL,er, may lk in the ··puhli,,_· m:1rkl·t" 
for public affair.; n)vc.:r.i~c. 

Public Television's Public 
Thi: impact of ;1udk1Kc illll'n::-.t in 

cntt'rt;1inmcnt ;md disinll-rt·st in puhli<..· 
alfairs is mm( i:vidt:nt whi:R· tllt"~l" 

pn:ssuri:s .tr~· mut.:d - in puhlk 
ll·k:,·ison. <:om:~pond<..·m Paul Solman·s 
co\'er:1gc of hu~incss :ind tTonollliL·~ on 
cht.: '.'ttarNdl/Lt:hn:r :'l;i;w~Hour dcmun
strates tlut economics can he cxplai1wd 
wdl on tclc\'bion. ·1ypic:1l of his 
cowr..1.il' is tbc story hl' did on :\likh:iil 
Gorh:td1n·'s ~c..·ardl for aid at thl" July 
1991 economic summit in London. An 
economist detailing thl' prohkms con
froming Gorlud1e\·\ l·ountry might 
inclu<..1<..· l\:krcrK·1.·~ lO lht· importano.· of 
dl·fininR and si:curing property ri~hb. 
the effect of instahility in lq~;d :ind 
political regimes on i ,wL·stor:-. 
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assessments of funirc rernrns and the 
difficulties of government's ability to 
commit to restrain its actions in the 
future. Solman hit:s au these points by 
posing as a mcndicam Gorhacht."V and 
interviewing indi\'iduals r<:prcseming 
institutions or groups cnici,ll 10 foreign 
investment in the Soviet IJnion: an in
vestment banker from Goldman Sachs; 
an official at the Whrld Bank; Harvard 
economist Larr)' Summci:s; Dwayne 
Andreas of Archer-Danids-MiJlam.1, a 
world agribusiness comp:my. and a 
Soviet emign: in the United States who 
is wary of the new Soviet polic.:ies. 
Solman asks questions so that each 
individual describe.-; the economic 
motivations of the ins1i1uti<ms or 
businesses they represent. The result is 
cover.igc that uses human-interest angles 
(real bankers, real businesses) m co1w<-"Y 
impersonal economic fon.:e.s. The viewer 
is left with two dem:mds well s,ttistied: 
a demand for entertainment and a 
demand for accur:ue coverage of 
economic news. 

Though MacNcil/Lehrcr's COVCl".tge of 
economic policy is outstanding. its suc
cess in educating the pubilc is still 
limited by the small sc~ment of the 
television audience that has a taste for 
public•affuirs cover.ige. In a Times
Mirror sun'<.")' of media consumption in 
1990, the percentages of respondents 
who reported ''regular vicwership" of 
such feature news progr-.tmming wen: 
4 3 per cent for new-s maga,:ines such as 
60 Minutes or 20/20, 24 per cent for 
CNN, 18 pe.r cent for A Current Affair, 
13 per cent for Entertainment ·1bnight, 
and 6 per ccm for Mac..:Neil-Lehrer. That 
st'.gment of the audience the show 
;111.racts t<·nds to he older and more 
highly educated. MacNcil-1.chrer 
watchers outscored n::gt1lar watd1cr.s for 
oews magazines, Sunday morning news 
shows and A Current Affair for each of 
the news quiz questions included in tht'. 
Ti.mes-Mirror stm•<.-y, such as identifying 
Vadav Havel or the fate of Romanian 
President Nicolae Ceausescu, with the 
exception of one question. News 
mag:1zine and Current Affair 'l.vatchers 
were more likely than viewer.- of the 
NewsHour to be able to identify M:1rl.t 
M:tples, which may be further evidence 

ZZ Nieman Reports 

that MacNeil/Lcrl1<.·r vkwe.r.; have a uif
ferent demand for "cn1err:1inmc:nt" 
nt-ws than the aver.1ge tek,"•ision \'i<."wer. 

Elections And Economics 
Canuidatcs fact' similar com1raints in 

conveying their message to audio,ccs as 
newsc1s1ers and advertisers. Gr:tnted, :1 

strategy of ambiguity may at times help 
candidates leave their own positions 
undefined while seizing the initiative in 
shaping voter pen:eptions of their 
opponents. Yet once rnndidatcs have 
decided on the mes.~ages they wish to 
nmvey, the puhlic's demand for cntt'.r
tainmem and r:ttional disinterest in 
public affairs means that the candidates. 
t<io, will ,1ttcmp1 to combint: entt'rt:1in
ment with education about their 
positions. 

The 1988 campaign llcmonstmtcd 
that it is possible to summarize 
economic positions in succinct images, 
though the positions themselves may 
draw fire as well as attention. In the 
Iowa caucus season, Representative 
Richard Gephardt ~m a memorable 
telcvis.ion ad that said, over a shot of 
Arm.:ric:111 auto worker..: "They work 
their hearts out <-vny day trying to rnrn 
out a good pmduct at a llecent prk'e. 
Then the Korean government slaps on 
nine separate taxes anu 1:1riffs. And 
when that government's done, a 
SI0,000 Chrysler K-G1r costs :548.000 in 
Korea." The ad wc·nt on to say that with 
Gephardt as President the Ko1-c:ms 
might be left asking themselves, '·How 
many Americans are goiniz 10 pay 
S4~,000 for one of their Hyundais?" 
The ad struck a populist chol\..l in the 
clector.1te and engendered a score of 
critical ;irtides about protectionism in 
the mdcia. The ad also served the 
purpose of <lrnwing attention to the 
candidate, for in the 1988 election cycle 
120 articles in Nexis refer 10 Gephardt 
and tht: Hyundai. 

Other rnndidatc-s found similar w:iy~ 
to dr-Jmatize their economic positions. 
Bruce Babbitt stood up tor taxes at 
candidate debates. Jesse Jackson included 
a show of hands test in his stump 
speech. I low m:my in the audience· own 
a VCR? he woulu ask. "There's not one 
American-made VCR," he would point 

out. How many own an MX missile? ht· 
would ask. The implication? ··why arc 
we in a deficit? We're making wh:u ain't 
nobody buying. Don't nobody want no 
Midg(:tman missi.le tor Christmas. Don't 
nobody want no ·srar Wars· for 
Christmas. Thc:y want Honda, 'Ibyou, 
Sony, Panasonic and VCR." 

fighting for viewer a1temion ,md 
voter interest by dr-amatiiing economic 
issues is a r.ition:11 candidate reaction 
given the media's incentives to highlight 
t:ntcrtainment political coverage. lo their 
content analysis of stories during the 
1984 Democr.1tk primary season, 
Henry llr.tdy and Richard Johnston 
found that oni}' 3 per cent of the 1otal 
UPI st0ry lines on the Democr:itic field 
were devoted to economic issues; 
overJII issues covcr.1ge accounted for 16 
per ecnt of the UPI covcmge, compa~·d 
to 21 per cent for hon,e-r-.tce coverage 
and 23 per cent for "candidate" issues, 
sudi as human-interest or personal 
stories. The)' point out 1hat the human
interest campaign stories can be vitwecl 
as informing the 'l.'oters, for they do 
provi(.le insight on the leader.;hip 
qualities and personal stability of the 
camliclates. \'iewell from this vantage, 
one might even judgt· a candidate's 
ability IO convey economic ideas 
through arresting imagery as a test of 
future ability to influence debates in 
Con~rcss and the public over issues on 
the political agenda. 

In the 1984 election, as in tht: L980 
election, dose to a majority of national 
election sur'l.'ey responllents listeu 
economic po liq· issues as I he most 
pressing problem facing the country. 
(;ivcn the: small quantity of economic 
issue covcmgc, however, one is left with 
the question implicit in Ronald Reagan's 
remark about South Succotash. Presi
dent Reagan used the image of the 
imcrvk·w with ;i laid-off worker to 
illustr.ue his belief that network televi
sion focused on the human-inten::st side 
of bad llt:\\--S. Research since his anec
dotal analysis hears out his assumption, 
though perhaps with surprising implica
tions. Analyzing network covex:-Jge of 
t·conomic indica101-s, Dav id Harrington 
found that in nonclection years 
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The Pro-Corporate Tilt 
Despite Some Impressive Gains, the Press Is Pathetically Inadequate 

In Covering L(/e-Tbreatening Industrial Misconduct 

BY MORTON MINTZ 

A
built-in, chronic tilt d1iUs main
stream press cover.1ge of grave. 
pcrsisting, :md pervasive ahuses 

of corpor,ue power. I will limit my case 
for this proposition 10 corpor,m: 
murder, manslaughter, mayhem, and en
vironmental rape; for simplicity's sake 
I will omit the savings and lo:m and 
other mainly financial scandals. ln sum, 
mr focus wil.l be on blood. not hucks. 
An import.ml reason for this focus is 
t h,u, for decades now, the: corpor.tte 
potential to intlict bodily haem has been 
increasing rapidly. by reason of the 
onward march of pc:rilous new 
tcchnologies - chemical, nuclear, and 
ochers. 

A case in point is the most terrible 
imlus1ri,1I disaster of all time. It occurrc:<l 
in 1984 in Bhopal, India, where Union 
Carbide had a plant 1ha1 usc-d a gas 
called methyl isoc.y.mate. A leak of the 
gas left lx.>tween 2,000 and 5.000 dea<l, 
possibly as many as 200,000 harmed 
and at least 30,000 to 40.000 seriously 
hurt. 

The tilt "robs the public of a chance 
to understand the real world." Oen 
Bagdikian wrote in "The Medi:1 
Monopoly." Bllt few Americans are 
aware of the: till (or "iostillltional bias," 
as he called it). That's hardlr surprising: 
the subject is rarc:lr mcmioned by 
newspapers, bruadcastccs and big
circulation magazines. 

About th.e Word "Tilt" 
The word fits the facts. 

II lays empha.~is on observable rc.~Jlity, 
not on moral judgment or self. 
righteousness. It rc:tlccts col11·.1geous, 
excellent covcr.ige :1s wcll as non
coverage and crr.uic, distorted, anJ in• 
adequate covcr,1gc. It is also the net 
result of a gamm of causes ,md motivcs, 

induding: bias, hoostl'Tism. c1rc:c:ri~m, 
cm"~1n.lice, lihd risks, c,onmnk imp1c-r.1-
tive~, friendships. i~norJnc·e, l.1c·k of 
resourcc:s, lazines~, protection of news 
~ourccs, rctre:us from investi~ative 
reporting, stupid it}', supprc-ssion, 
survival instincts anJ the pm-hu~incss 
oriemation of owner.; and of the 
managcrs 1hc:y hire. 

The wor<l needs blstorical c1mtext. 
Well into the 20th Century, much of 

the press was :111 appalling S'l\<:1mp of 
prostitution IO corporate power. No onc 
has dowmented this own:: thoroufthly 
1hm1 Georgl.' Scldes, the magnilkcm 
rcportcr who hc:cmm: thl' fierct'sl critic 
of tht· Amt:ric:m press ii has ever h:1d 
(sc:e. for ex:,mpll.', his ,·url-your-hair 
re\'elations :1hout the Associa1ed Prt:~s 
and other major press org:mi:1,;1tions in 
his 1937 hook "l:n:.-edom of the Press"). 
Yet for c.lecades SelJes (who, by the war. 
will be 101 yea.rs ol<l in November). has 
been praising the press for a sea-change 
improvement. When he won a Geocge 
Polk award in 1982. he said that "the 
booor roll of good neWlipapcr.- has 
increased impressively ... [there is) an 
almost revolutionary change th:tt h:is 
resulted in the nation's having a fairer 
and more honest pr('SS than ever 
before." 

It's easy to fo'llct how corrupt thing~ 
once were. Consider an cxpost"'in 1905 
by Collier's magazine titled ·'The Patent 
MC'dicim: Conspiracy again~t the 
Freedom of the !'res.,;." At the time. the· 
l'mprieury Association of Aml'rka was 
spen<ling about S40 million a yc::ir on 
newspaper auvertisin~. mud1 of it for 
qua,k medications. good or had, for 
man or beast. Associ.ltion prc:sicknl 
Frank J. Cheney told an association 
meeting how to influence the press: 
"_ .. I, inside of the last two year.-, have 

made !advertising! co111racts wi1h he
tween 15 :mJ 16.000 ncw~papt·r.. 
[prcsumahly indudin~ :1 ftrt"at manr 
weeklies) ... This is what I ha\'l' in 
t'\'t'f}' contract I make: 'II is hert·hr 
a~rel.'d that should your S1:11e or lht· 
t ·nited States Government pa~s ;my law 
1ha1 woul<l imerfen: with or pn.--vem the: 
:.ale of propril'tary medicines, this 
co!llnlt't shall ht:c.-omc: void' . . . I h;l\'t· 
carried this throuj,:h and know it is a 
succc:ss. I know I he papers will an:ept 
it ... It thnl\.,'S thl· n.·spon~ihili1y on tilt" 

Morton Mintz, Nie-
111w 1 Fellow '<,,1, 
bas bei'll a nt>ortc•r 
for 45 _l'<'llt'S, .~tart
illR in St. Louis tll 
t/Je Ste1r-Times and 
(;/obl!-Democntt, 

both now long ex
tinct. At tbe end of 
195H he went to 
11Je Washington Post anti .. ft,r 11c•m·~1· 
thirty years, ctjJ1ictecl tbe amifortable. 
lie bas a c<1/>aci~1· fi,r hulignatiou, 
e1·1m outrage. n,is bas ht•en a cause c,f 
1niflfJl" 1l'01Ulen11e11t, OhS4!1l'(ltl/ )YlllllR<'I' 

rt'/Jorters !Jm,e 1mted that it did not 
se£'m to dimiuisb as be J>ass1xl SO, tben 
r.o, a11,I t•11en 111,u• as be 11t•a1-s "'O. I )11 

otw1.~im1 lht'.J' bm•t• asked il be• wuld 
e.\y1tain ii. I/is standard m1swer b<1s 
bl!t'n, ',1sk 1)1: F,,•ud:· IJU!<lnillR "U .. /.111 
k11ows?" Mintz bas cmtbored a,u/ co
atttlJm-e,t set·w,1/ books, the ltttest heing 
·:-tt Any Cos/: Corporate (,'n•ed. 
',fomen. wul /In Dafko11 Sbidtl" (Neu· 
H1rk: l'antbeon, 1985). I-le bas been 

Jiwdancingjur tbe fast tl.m•t• )X'lll!i. mul 
i.~ cbuir </( lln,limd-sbort Fwulfor ln
vcstigati1 1e Journalism. 



ncwspaptrs . . . • • 
')bl.lay. it i.~ nearly im.:onccivable that 

the hcad of the Nonpn.:scription Drug 
Manufacturers Association could strike, 
or C.'Vcn try 10 strike. 4..kals like Chcn9··s, 
kt alone dal't' to hmg ahmu 1hcm. 
Jndci:d. on<: could pick up th<: 
Wa1>hington Post on Ol'tOllCr 25. 1988, 
and sei: this page-one he;1dline on a 
story in :m investigative series: 

Drug Firms Strategy: 
Avoid Trial, Ask Secrecy 

The firm was pharmaceutical in
dustry giant Johnson & Johnson. 

One could pirk up the N(,_·w York 
Times on Julr 4. 1991. anll see this 
hc:tdlim:: 

Drug Maker Didn't Heed 
ivarning of Dea~lly E.ff ec.t 

The firm W-JS another industry giant, 
Hoffmann-I.a Rocht'. There are many 
otber wonderful examples of press 
integrity, whatever the lapses. The 
Associated Press that w.ts condemned 
by George Seldes has long since been 
tmnsformcd. The disgraceful Chicago 
Tribune of (;ol. Rohert Ml·Corn_iic-k and 
the awful Los Angeles Times of the old 
days :tn:: fading memories. The foul 
Philadelphia Inquirer of the A,u,cnbcrgs 
ln:cunc a grcat ncw~papt:r unllcr 
Knight-Ridder's owner.;hip ;md the 
leadership of Gene Roberts (NF '62). 
The ownership of The Washington Post 
had dose ties to Allied Chemical. hut 
when an Al.lied subsidi::iry massively 
pollmed the James River, s,:vcrcly 
harming fishermen on the East Coast, 
the Post fully covered the story. The 
'.'llc;"\v ,'<>rk Timcs, :tfter dt·cades of 
knuckling under 10 the tobacco in
dustry. has bt.--cn hitting it hard for years. 

But ii would he a grievous error 10 
conclude that the press no Jong,:r has 
a pro-o.:orporate tilt or that its doseti; 
hold 110 more skeletons. For the mo
ment. nmsider this one fact about the 
deetronic press: With no threats or 
deals, mostly just to economize whik 
dtl'Cptivdr looking good, local tdevi
sinn stations without identifying the 
source have regularly been incor
por;uing into ,wwscusts sophisticated 

video .. news'· releases that puff pol(:nt, 
often dangerous. prcscriptio11 drugs. 
These videos are supplied fn::e of d1:ui:e 
hy pharmaceu1ical manufacturers. 

Seldes gave full and loving pr-.iise to 
the few papers that did tough corpor.11e 
reportage, an outst:mding example be
ing The St. Louis Post-Dispatch. while 
a great many other papers were bough1-
and-paid-for mouthpieces of corporate 
interest. not least rhe newspaper indus
try. ff I had to date the approximate smn 
of the seaacl1ange reforms that pleased 
George Scldes, I would suggest the ear
ly to mid-1960s. In that era of social fer
ment the press devoted deservedly 
tremendous attention to. for (,_-'X:lmple, 
the late Senator Estes Kefauver·s hear
ings on exorhitant prices for pr:escrip-
1 ion drugs; 10 the story of thalillomide. 
1 he scda1jve/1ranquilizer that caused tJ1<: 
binh of thousands of am,1.ess, legless, or 
limbless children, nearly all of them in 
other countries; to R:1lph N~1der and 
automobile safety after General Mowrs 
had been shown to have tailed and 
ha.r.1ssed him; and to numerous other 
issues that cut dose to life. safet}'. and 
health. 

An Erratic Mix 
11,e l(IOnl allows fnr tbe pe,-sfslin,r: 

erratic mix of good amt bad pe,for
mances ~l' leading news orgiu1izution~: 

One such l·rr.itic pattern involves auto 
safety and The Washington Post. In the 
winter of 1965-1966, my late boss. 
l.:nm:nce Stern. made auto safcty my 
heat, and I covered it - hard - for 
rears. In recent rimes reflecting the way 
news is being redefined quit<: gencr.dly, 
Post m:lnagement has been comem with 
weak or nonexistent coverage of auto
mobi.le satcrr issues, while publishing 
e,·ery Saturday an evaluation of 
whichever nc-w ear the auto-industry 
reportc:r h:1s test-driven. 

In eary 1989, fairly typicallr. th,: Post 
.. buricd in tlw bowels of a long 'rounll
up <:olumn· in th<: hack of the financial 
section (a one-sentence item reporti.ngl 
tbat Nf-lTSA (all readers know wh:u 1ha1 
is. right?J is stepping up probes concem
ing more: than 2.1 million 1987 and 
1988 GM cars bemuse of nm1p/C1ints 
about poor hrc1ki11g. j<luf~y steering. 

mul doors that ft,// off." (My it..1lit·~ 1 

lnsofar as possible, the paper n:de<·m 
cd itself hy puhlishing a column hy the· 
writer of the words just quoted, 1'0~1 

Ombudsman Rich,ud Harwo<XI (NF·;(,). 
in which he savaged several such 
atrodous news judgments. His column 
didn't change anything. of course, bu1 
that does not diminish tl1e acuity of the 
insight with which he closed: 

"Consumer" nnvs is old hat in 
American m.>v.·spapcrs. especially 
for our upscale clients. We have 
hccn evaluating ballet perfor
mances. symphony concerts. the 
l'.1ris fashions and accommoda
tions on the Ri\'ier-.1 for years; our 
n-s1aur.1nt critic has been recently 
sampling Italian food in Boston 
for those who might wish to fly 
up this weekend. But the ·nc..-w' 
<:Onsumer news involving ripoffs. 
commercial fr:1ud, product s;ifety 
and I he like has tended to fall 
between the cracks. We hawn't 
known how to han<lle it or where 
to put it in the newspaper. 

A r.idical idea would be to look 
at ii as .. news." 

If there is no pm-corporJle tilt, why 
on ear1h would it be "r.idical" m judge 
pmduct-safety news not as ·•,onsumer 
news" or "corporate news," but simplr 
as news? 

Another c.'Xample of the err.Ilk pat
tern involves the drug industry and, 
principally, The New 'lurk Times. Early 
this year, some nul put cyanide in over
t he-counter Sudafcd cold capsules in 
Washingt0n State. Bur.roughs Welkome 
immediately recalled the product n;nion
\Vide. Rightly. the story d['("\V prominent 
press attention everywhere. But in smr.k 
COlllrJSt with the Sudafcd case. in 
which. a~ in the earlier ·1ylcnol episode, 
a drug comp:lny was a victim. promi
nent press attention MIS denied the 
story of Mcrital, in which people were 
vktims of a drug company. 

Mcrital was an oc<:asionally lethal 
prescription antidepressant formerly 
m:1rkcted in more than 80 countries. An 
estimatccl 190,000 Amc:rirnns took the 
drug in tht six months in which ii ""as 
:,old in the United St.ucs. When the 



manufac1urer, Hoechs1 AG, a German
hased multin;1tion:1I. a.~kcd the Foo<l and 
Drug Achninistrmion to approve Mcri1al 
for s;tle in lhe Uni1ed Stues. it knt,"W th:n 
:tt least 17 persons on the drug in other 
countries had died of hemolytic 
anemia. Forthright disclosure of tlu: 
deaths risked fl)A disapproval, t:ven 
1hough a causal relationship in some of 
the c:1ses was ques1ionablc_ Hoechs1 
100k the easy 'l'~.iy oul: ii didn'1 repor1 
1he fat.,liti•es. Thus it was in ignorJnce 
of ~krital's potential IO kill that (he FDA 
approved it, i.nJuly 1985, with an inade
quate and 1hcrefore misleading official 
labeling. The prescribing instruc1ions 
warned that the drug could cause 
hemolytic an<:mia, but not that the 
anemia cou.ld kill. In January 1986 
Hoechs1 halted sales of the drug 
worldwide oc-ca11SC of a ,ising incidence 
of the disease in users. 

Hoechst's misconduc.1 - viol:ition of 
FDA regulations requiring prompt 
reporting of any serious and unex
pected, or unexpec1edly severe adverse 
drug rcac1ions - was nailed down a1 a 
hearing of a House Government OperJ
tions subcomm.iuee led hy Congressman 
'led Weiss (D-N.Y.). For cicunple. Weiss 
brought out. Hoechst had le:lfned in 
l'cbruary l98l that an lt;llian woman 
had died of hemolytic anemia proh:1hly 
caused by Merit.al. Yet, subcommittee 
counsel Daniel W. Sigelman es1:.1hlished, 
Hoechst had ddayed reporting 1he 
fatality for five-and-a-half years. until 
June 1986, which was six months after 
it had stopped selling Meriml. 

The House hearing was 1hinly 
covered, and the s1orics on it dn::w 
predictably lilllc prominence or attcn
tion. The Post"s appeared in the finan
cial section. Last December 12. the U.S. 
Attorney for New Je.rscy. Michael Cher
toff, issued a comprehensive press 
release on 1he filing of criminal misde
,m~anor charges against Hoechst and its 
former clinical research director, Dr, 
R:1iner Zapf. of Frankfurt, Germany, for 
withholding from the FDA informarioo 
on two dea1hs of Merital users that had 
occurred before the agency approved 
the drug. One of the user.; was the 
llalian woman; the other was a French 
patient whoSt, death h:ld been rt:ported 

to I locchs1 in March 1984. l.n th,- Fn:nd1 
c:isc. Chcrtoff said, Hoechst ·sown Drug 
Safety Dcpar1mem had judged ii highly 
pmb:1hle that Merila! had been the catise 
of death. 

By rc-ading the March 1991 Public 
Citi:r.cn lkalth Rt.'Sl·arch Group Heahh 
I.eucr, I learned that Hoechst and Zapf 
had ;1greed to pk·ad guilty. On April 29. 
in Newark. they t'nternl the pleas and 
.-cccived the n1;tximum aJlow:1blc fines, 
S202.000 an<.I SZ.000. respectively. 
Hoechst's pk.i, said Assistant IJ.S. 
Attorney Paul A. Weissman. made it the 
first foreign drug m:111ut:1c1urer to be 
successfully prosecuted for failing to 
provide the FDA wi1h reports of advc.-sc 
drug n:actions Ol'n1rrini;: outside 1hc 
Unilcd S1.a1cs. It w:,s :ilso imponam -
and newsworthy - th:n lloc:chst 
followed two American drug com
panies, Smilh Kline (for Sc:lacryn) ;111d 
Eli Lilly (for Or:tflcx), in heing convictnl 
and 1rivially fined for withholdini:: 
inform:uion on foreign <.le:uhs. Such a 
sequence ,Jiscd 1hc possibility of ;lll 

industry-wide pattern. 

All the News 
That's Fit to Print? 

Surdy 1he pleas and the sentences 
were a significant national aml interna
tional story. It drew five par:igrJphs on 
page B3 of The Wall Street Joumal -
not muc:h, bu1 something. In The New 
York Times, however, the filing of the 
c.-iminal charges gm 1wo paragmphs at 
the bottom of page D4; bolh the agree
mcm to plead guilty and the actual picas 
and sentences went unreported. Would 
1hc publisher or cdi1ors of the Times 
enjoy defending the pmposition thal 
this criminal rase did not deserve better 
from the nc.-wspapcr with a daily page
one car preposterously br.tgging ahout 
''All the News That's Fil to Print"? 

Undertri.ng the p,uhe1irnlly inade
quate coverage of lifc-1hrc:ucning cor
por,ue misconduct is the everlasting em
brace by the press of a 1ruly absurd but 
wondrously conve11icm r.uionak for 
pn>-corporJie lilt: in an industruil socic-1y 
government constitutes 1he whole of 
governance. Yet it is beyond douh1 1ha1 
the large corporJtion has ,llways gov
erned, most imponantl}' hy dc:dding 

whuher un1old numht·r., of pcopk· will 
live or <lie. will be injured. or will 
sicken. 

The: l:l(l:l' corporal ion gov('.nlS dht~·t(11• 

l w:1s jarringly awakc1wd 10 this glaring 
truth in 1962 hy 1hc Mory of thalido
midt'. It wa., in tlu: lirst ins1a11n· gm'lTll
nann' hy ;t rorpor.u ion. 1101 h)' govl·rn
mc:nt. that visited :1 tcrrihk fatt' on thl' 
dd<)flned children and their familil·,. 
Bui let's leap to th(' prc:Sl'III - to ;111 

ongoing example of llirel·t. lit'l·-and
dc:uh corporJtc govern:mct' that to 1his 
day has dr.twn zen> :lllcntion in 111os1 
ncwspapt'rs and magazint·s. 

Uahility insurc:rs know of prmlurt 
detects th:u continue to injure and kill 
unsuspcc1ing consumers yt·t rc:~olutdy 
refuse to share th:u knowkdgl· with 
gowrnmc:m rqwlatnry :tgl:ndl·~ and till'. 
puhlic. The N:uion:11 l·lighway ·1r.tffil' 
Saft.·ty Agency provit.ks ;111 illustr:uion. 
While it 1cst-crJshes cars c·quippul with 
dummies 10 determine how sat<-or un
safe !hey arc. insurt·r.- refuse to rdl'aM· 
to NIITSA the d;11:1 in 1hdr fill:S on 
millions of cars that n:,shl·d with r<:al 
pl·opk· in 1h1:-J11. 

Another rase com-crns 1ht.· D;1lkon 
Shield i.n1r;1u1erinc lil'\'icc TIK lon~n i1 
was worn. t ht' f:rl':lllT pos~ihil it y l ha1 it~ 
ddct1ivt.: n:·trieval slrin~ would c111~t.· a 
life-threatening pdvic infn:tion 1h:11 
could render the woman fon.:,·er unahk 
IO bear a child. While hundrnb of 
thousands, pos.~ibly millions. of woml·n 
were still wearing the: (rn1tr.l('l'ptivc 
llevice in uuer i~nomncc- of the hazanJ 
to which they were expoSl'd. Annu 
Casualty & Surety. the product illMlflT. 
knew of it hut was silc:m. 

Appruxim;uclr 21 million 11.S. worker., 
haw lx--.:n cxposl·d w aslx·stos. I h·cr t ht' 
nc'.xl quarter-century. Sl·vc:r.1I hundr<·d 
thousand of lht'm arl' l:xpn·tnl to dil
of asbcstos-indut.:nl r:,nct'r. In till' 198, 
hook "Outmgcous i\liscllnduct," whic:h 
w;ts serialized hy The: Nt.w Y<>rkl'r, !~111\ 
Brodeur wrote 1h;11 by 1981, many of 
the insurers of the· m:mufoclllrl'r.- of 
asbestos products "had known for 
decades thal ashes1os workers Wl'fl' 
dying early, ))Ill had kcpt :,ikm while 
their underwriters wrote polil'il's l<>r 
workmc:n·s compensation and l'Ompn:
hc:nsivc gcncl"Jl liahilit y as fast as thc:y 
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..:oull.l put pcn to papc:r. .. 
Brodcur pmvcd that the: insurers hall 

kno,vn the truth from 1hc:ir own ".ictu
arial mhlcs. r.11 ings schcdulcs, physi
ci,ms' reports, workmcn's compensa
tion daims. underwriting guidelines, 
and safety-and-engineering manuals.'· 
··If at some point along the way, Aetna. 
Tr:1vclcrs, Commercial Union. Liberty 
Mutual. INA, l-lartford. Home. Lloyd's. 
or ;u,y of the other major insurers of 1111: 
ashesws industry had gone publ.ic with 
thc:ir inside knowledge;· he writes, 
"they might well have been able to save 
tens of thllusands of lives :1ml untold 
suffering and p:1in." 

The: large corpor.11ion also governs 
irulirect~i•. It docs so by governing the: 
gowrnmem. just as do other clout• 
wielding private interests, including 
1r:c1de ;1ssociations and un.ions, (;ovcrn
ing the governmcm is exactly what all 
of the above do when they buy legisla
tors with, say, fat clcction-campaign 
contributions, honor.1ria and cxpensc
p:1id vacations. lmJirect corpor.1te gover
nance is too well known to need 
cl.ll,)Or.11jon here. 

Then: is, I believe :1 strange, 
umktectn1 influence of corpor.llt' 
1,:nn:rn:mcc on the system of re\vards 
:md punishments in 1hc nation's new~
nx>ms. lt is a system that lc-Jds inexomhly 
to ctesensl1l7.a1ton. People go along m 
get along. consciously or unconscious
ly ah;mdoniog professional journalistic 
principles along the way. At le.1st 60 
years ago, the historian Frederick Lewis 
Allen wrote, "Editors and reporters find 
out what pays is to write thc sort of 
ne\VS•Stories which pleases the man .u 
the top . . . They put their jobs first and 
the tnllh second ... the whole pmcess 
of corrupting the ne,.vs. where corrup
tion today exists, is less often the 
ddiber.m: work of men bent on false
hood than a process of urifting before 
the winds of drcumst.'tnce, timidity and 
self-interest." 

I believe Allen's words arc still irue. 
Desensi1i:,.:11ion bn::cds indifference not 
only lO news of that corporate miscon
duct which directly and profoundly 
affects life, safety. hc:dth and the cnvi
romncm, but also 10 other impornuu 
an:·as of news that may superficially 

.z<> Nieman Reports 

seem unrelated. The ou1s~mding 11r1:as 
I have in mind arc regulamry agcneics. 
C:apitol Hill :md court proceedings that 
produce highly revealing. important, 
legally privileged .ind otherwise 
un;wailahlc information, and 1hc White 
House and Presidential election 
campaigns. 

I. Regulatory agencies 
In 1987. the FDA approved two 

prcsniption drugs intl·11ded to pn:n:m 
a particular type of irregular heartbeat. 
The medicines wen: Hristol-Mycrs·s 
Enkaid ;mu 3M Rikcr's 'fambocor. In 
1989, Dr. Joel Morg:mroth, director of 
cardiac research at the Univcrsit y of 
Pennsylvania's hospital in Philadelphia, 
surycyed 1,000 cartliologists who had 
prcscribeu the mc<licines during a 
nationwide trial. On the basis of the 
sur\'e)' he condu<led that up 10 3,000 
Americans who had taken the urugs 
may have died prematurely as a result. 
Physician's Weekly caUed the trial a 
"suddcn-<leath debacle." 

The AP moved a comprehensive story 
on Morganroth's survey. On Jul}' 26. 
191:19, the story appe.ircd in hwestor's 
Daily. It also appeared in The 
Washington Times; the: four-column 
headline, on page A3, w.1s, •·3,000 may 
have died from two heart drugs." Jt did 
nor appear in The Washington Pos1. 

2. Capitol Hill 
Over and over, the Washington press 

corps kisses off truly important, invesli
g,uive hearings. One cx.1mple emerged 
from a year's investigation of the most 
lethal defective medical dcvice in 
American history: a1 the time. it was 
known to have failed in, and <.-:tused the 
deaths of, at least 250 pcn;ons. The 
device '1\-~1s a particul:ir model of the 
Bjork-Shiley mechanic.II heart valve. A 

detect caused a strut, a key component. 
1.0 fracrnrc while it was implanted in the 
body. 

The invt:s1iga1ion, made by the im·c.--s
tigativc subcommittee of the House 
Energy and Commerce Committee, 
culminated in an all-day hearing in 
February 1990. The hearing produced 
:t great deal of previously unuisclosed 
information that was highly emharr:iss
ing to the manufacturer, Shilt."}', Inc.; to 

its owner, Ptizer Inc .. a major pharma
ceutical firm, and to the H)A as well. 
For cx.ample, a subcommittee chrono
logr said: ''Rc,cords providc.-d by Shiley 
... show that the second known strut 
fr-.icture occurred on July l"i, 1979 .... 
Shiky notified the FDA by phone on 
March i. 1980, Le., six months later. 
Other uelays "ranged from three weeks 
to as long ;1s twenty-four month~ ... A 
Washington Post reporter attended the 
hearing; no story r.m in the newspaper. 

ln May 1987. the House sulx:ommi1tc-e 
that had invcstigated Merit:11 hcl<l a hear
ing on Suprol, a needless and expensive 
prescription painkiller that V1-~1s used by 
approxim:uely h.tlf-million Americans. 
Suprol caused reven;ible kidney failure 
in more than 300 middle-aged men. In 
addition 10 C.."<posing the FDA's inex
cusably complacent handling of Suprol, 
chairman Weiss and counsel Sigelman 
Jocumcntcd I he failun:: of subsidiaries 
of Johnson & Johnson, the phar.ima
<·cutical conglomer,lte that had been 
glorified for its intelligent response to 
the 'l)'Jcnol poisonings, tO make 
required reports to the agency. 
Thousands of reporters represent the 
gcncr.11 press in w:,shington. None 
:mended tht: hearing. This w:1s nm 
atypical. 

3. The White House and 
Presidential campaigns 

In 1981. in his very first clays in the 
White !·louse. Ronald Reagan signed an 
executive order creating the President's 
l;tsk Fon:e on Regulatory Relief and 
designaring Vice President George Bush 
as chairm:111. Under his lcadciship, the 
t:isk force set into motion severe cut
backs in government p.rotcctions. almost 
across the board, against h:mm:ls in the 
marketplace and the workplace {not 10 
mention the financi;ll sector). Bush 
often boasted of his achievements. Yet 
during the 1988 Presidential campaign, 
so far as I know. no major news 
organization undertook 10 probe 
seriously for the answer to an absolutely 
elementary question: what had the t.1sk 
force done under Bush? Meanwhile. The 
Washington Pose, in .1 series of elegant 
pmmc)tiomd :ids. congratulated itself on 
goi.n~ alJ-om to provide the voters with 



all of the information they needed 10 
know about the Presidential candidates. 

Nader Group's 
Report Ignored 

However. Publk Citizen. the public 
interest organizlttion founded hy R:llph 
Nader. did investigate the task force and 
Bush's leadership of it. About two weeks 
hdore the election, on October 24, 
Public Citizen called a ncw-s conference 
on Capitol Hill to release a 52-pagc 
report. The finding.~ were summarized 
in a press release. which charged that 
the task force had "undermined a 
~ystem of health aod s,ifcty s1.andanls 
that has taken America over RO year:; to 
achieve." II went on to say, 

The record is hruul. indeed. At 
least 40.000 deaths and one 
million injuries can be traced to 
the Administr-J1joo's delay in re
quiring air bags and automatic 
safety belts in cus. Hundreds of 
thousands of infants we.re fed 
nutritionally deficient formula 
while Bush and the 0MB [Office 
of Management and Budget) 
delayed rules requiring testing of 
infant formula. and thousands of 
babies and young children suffered 
the serious and often fatal Reye's 
Syndrome disease while the 
AJ:lministr.ition stonewalled rules 
to place ·warning lahcls on aspi.ri.n 
products linked to Reye·s 
Syndrome in chil<.lren. 

Not a word on the report appeared 
in the nc'l\-i; columns of The New York 
Times, The Wall Street Journal. or The 
W:1shington Post. Indeed. the press con• 
fcrenc.:e sign-up sheets. which I have 
seen. do not carry the signature of a 
reponcr from any of these most inlluen
tial newspapers. To get its message out. 
Public Citi7-en finally bought :ids. which 
were seen hy far fewer pc:ople than 
would h:1ve seen news stories i.n those 
pa11ers. 

In an artide several weeks after the 
clcc.:tion, Chriswper Drew of The 
Chicago lribum::. who during the cam
paign wrote a superb series on work
place hazards in the meatpacking 
industry, said this: ''An extensive 'fribune 

inve.s1ig:11ion has found that Prt>Sident 
Reagan's emphasis on deregulation has 
left millions of workers vulnerable to 
death and serious injury fmm ha7.ards 
in the workplace. As \'ice President, 
Bush has been a chief :m:hile<.·t of that 
drive." 

"I think of the prt,-ss's long winter nap 
during the Reagan years when all those 
giant stories were missed or botched;· 
Thomas Wi.nship, president of the 
Center for foreign Journalists and the 
Boston Globe's former top editor, said 
in a talk published in I he Winter 1990 
Nieman Reports. • 'The press missed 
completely the foll impact and 
sign.ificanct: of Reagan's ovcr-Jrching 
crusade to deregulate the l'edera.l 
government. And we all forget that Vice 
President Bush was assigned 10 develop 
and to carry out that policy by Pre.siclent. 
Reagan. The book o.n the total cos1 of 
deregulation in lives and doUa.rs has yet 
to be written." 

Some Still Snoozing 
Do you think that snoozing p11blishc115 

or top editor.. would care to defend this 
performance in public? 

Some are still snoozing. In 1989. the 
Bureau of Nation;1l Affairs reported, the 
Bush Adminis11·,1tion shifted more than 
S200,000 from the budgtt of the Justice 
Department unit that prosecmcs cum
p:mies involved in workplace deaths to 
the unit that prosecutes obscenity viola
tions. This insight into Bush Administm
tion ,·alues got a buried p.11~1gr.1ph in 
·1be \Vall Street Journal on April 28. 
1989. :md no space at all to my know
ledge, in other major p.1per... 

In another odd phenomenon of pru
corpo,Jtc tilt. vital issues that do draw 
prominent press attention somehow 
become nonissues in the coverage of 
Presidential campaigns. In May 1988. 
while the Presidential campaign was 
heati.ng up. Surgeon Gener-JI C. Everett 
Koop released a report in which his ex
pert scientific allvisers on tohacco pro
nounced nicotine to be as addictive as 
heroin. I have not heard of a campaign 
reporter asking a question such as this 
of George Bush or Michael Duk:tkis, 

"Mr. Vice President (or Governor). llo 
you agree with the Surgeon GeoerJl's 

advisers that tobacco is as ;1ddictivc as 
heroin? If you agree. will you target 
tobacco in your ,.,.~,r on drugs and sup
port pro1X>sed lcgis.lation 10 ban tobacco 
advertising and promotion~ If you disa
gree, wha1 is your sc.:iemific basis for 
doing so?'' 

Nor have I heard of reporters at the 
White House ,tsking PrcsideDt Bush 
questions like these: 

"Mr. Prcsiuem. was Vice J>rc:sident 
Quayle spe1king for you when hc said 
in Nonh Carolina. in July 1990. that our 
whacco exports should he <:Xpamkxl 
aggressi\'ely hccause Amc·ricans an: 
smoking less?" 

"Mr. President, consuh:uus to thl· 
World Health Organir.ition estimate· that 
cigarettes arc likely 10 kill 500 million 
of the people now alive - one-tenth of 
the current population of the planet -
if current smoking patterns cuntinut 
unchanged. Do you agree or disagree 
with Assistant Secn,1al")' of J-kahh James 
0. Mason that, lO quote him, 'it is un
cooscionahlc for the mighty tr.1nsna-
1ional tobacco companies ... to he 
peddling thdr poison abroad.' and that 
these companks. quoting him ;1gain, 
'play our free tr-Jlk laws and txport 
policies like a Stradivarius violin?' .. 

Court proceedings 
Diseases induced hy smoking. the 

government says. killed more than 
434.000 Americans in 1988 ;ilonc. 
accounting for better than one of every 
six preventable deaths. So during thl' 
year.; in which millions of ~mokers died 
prematurely important questions such 
as the following crit'd 0111 for answers: 
What did the c.:igareue m:111ufac1un:n, 
and their trJde organizations know -
:111d perh;1ps try not to find out - .1ho11t 
the ha:z:mt5 of lung c:mn·r. cmphysc111a, 
hean disease :md other smoking-rdatcd 
:tftlictions) When) What did 1hty do? 

Lacking subpoena power. the prei.s 
had no way to compel answer... Hut in 
the mid-1980s, a pl:tintiffs' lawyer. Marc 
Z. Edell. finally found a w:ty. In ;1 

cigarette product-liability lawsuit 
brought by Rose and Antonio CipoUone. 
Edell won pn::trial court ord1.:n; enabling 
him w deploy tlw resources. skills. and 
stamina sufficient to force 1.iggcu 
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Group. l.orilfard and Philip Morris 10 
disgorge l:uyc numhcrs of hithcno 
l'Ollfidemial intern:11 documcms ,md 10 
compel many of their execu1ivcs and 
~cientists to 1estify under o:uh. 

Secret Material 
Finally Released 

The court on.ters hound Edell to keep 
sccrel nearly all of 1hc choicest fruits of 
his lahor for about four years - until 
the case went to trial in January 1988 
in li.S. Districl Court in Nev.mk. Al that 
point, a great proportion of hi~ 
<liscovery materials hcg:m to IX' put in 
evidence, making them public :u last. 
Thus was the press handc<l on :1 planer 
:m unprecedented, magnificent oppor• 
umity to inform the publk about the 
~l·c~t life an<l com.luc1 of thn>c leading 
ci~renc maker.;, 

I !ere arc just 1wo of many samples of 
tht· kin<l of hitherto concc.--aled, privi
kged inform,nion smfaccd by Edell: 

In 1972, Frederick R. l"mzer, a vice 
president of the 'fobacco Institute, wrote 
a .. confidcnti:tl" memo oo tbe "'holding 
st ratcgy .. 1 ha1 the tobacco industry h:ld 
used for nearly 20 years to defend 
against the cha~e that smoking c:1uscs 
clisease. l>;mzcr acclaimc·-d 1he s1r:11egy as 
.. brilliantly conceived and t-:xecuted" 
(hy Hill :me! Knowlton. the glohal puhlic 
n.·lations firm) an<l sai<l lhl' im.Justry h.td 
deployed the strate!(y" on 1hrcc major 
f.ro111s - litigation. politics and puhlic 
opinion." The memo cited th<." SlrJtcgy·s 
1hree prim:ip:11 elements: 

"Creating doubt about 1hc health 
chaf1lc without actually denying it." 

"Advocating 1he public's right to 
smoke, without actually urging 1ht·m to 
take: up the prac1icc: • 

"EncourJging objective scicntifk 
n:search :1s the only way to resolve the 
question of health ha:t.ard.'. 

In 1980. a lcuer from Robert U. 
Scli~man. rcsc:arch vice presi<lenl of 
Philip ~lorris l 1.S.A.. to his Lorillard 
comm:rpart. Alc.,1;mdcr W. Spears. !isled 
thn:c "suhjec1s 10 he avoided" in 
industry-fumkd research: "I. Develop
ing new tests for can::inogenicitr- 2. 
Attempq ingl l\l rcl:lle human disease IO 

smoking. :',. Conduct[ingl experiments 
which i-cquire large doses of r.:;1rcinogen 

.!II i';icman .Reports 

to show :1<ldi1ive effect of smoking." 
At the st.in of the trial. :md for a few 

weeks thereafter. notwiths1anding 
millions of tobacco-related deaths 
1hrough the year.;, I was the only oul• 
of-town nc.·wsp.iper reporter on hand; in 
all, l wa.,; in Newark for nine wc.--cks. and 
I applaud and thank my editors al The 
Washington Post for making an<l st:m<l• 
i.og by their commitment to have me 
there. Newsday ;irrived fairly soon. and 
The Philadelphia Inquirer shortly :lfter 
th:11; and both hung in. The federal 
counhouse reporters for the AP and l iPI 
covered on a daily basis despite a con
tinuing heavy workload. CNN sent 
reporters and artists a few times. Sur
prisingly, the trial had heen underway 
for several weeks before The New York 
Times made a serious commitment w 
coverage. No reporter showed up from 
the Media General newspapers in Rich
mond, where Philip Morris is 1he la~cst 
employer, or from tobaCl'O country. 
Oddly. the hometown Newhouse
owned Newark Smr-1.edger suspended 
l·overJgc for a long period. Most 
national new~ organiz:uions. including 
the llircc major 1clcvision networks ,111d 
The Wall Stn:et Journal and The l.os 
Angeles Times, finally beg.to 10 staff lhC' 
trial in earlr June. wh1:n the jury ,v-Js 
about to hegin 10 delibcr.ue. 

The CJwllnph::, of awc:~rn111: pr1:s:, 
insensitivity - numbness - to horren
dous corpor:ue breaches of trust :ire all 
over the place. Herc :u:e 1wo. The first. 
from late 1986, involved disclosure of 
the knowing and willful produc1ion and 
shipment. over a five-year period, of 
millions of jars of bogus apple juice. The 
chemical cock1:1il. alheit apparently 
harmless, wem into the mouths of 
babiC's whose mother.- and fathers had 
trusted the label on every jar. As is 
freqm:ntly the c1se, the breach of 1rus1 
wa!> not fcrre1e<l ou1 by inve,;tigative 
reporters: ii w:11, di~clo~ed in a Justice 
Deparunc-m prc:,s release: on a 
470-count indictmem of Beech-Nut 
Nu1ri1ion, owned hy Nes1le SA of 
Swi1zcrl,llld. and of two of lkc:ch-.Nut's 
IOJ> officers. livery last one of us having 
!x'Cll a baby. thl: indictment of the COUil· 

try·s second-l:1rgl·~1 b:1by-ti.md supplier 
might ha,·e hcen a~sum1:d to he wonhy 

of page one. It was not so assessed by 
~cnior editors of the I h rec papers .1 re,1d 
regularly. The Washington Posl. The 
Nt'W 'lurk Times, and The Wall 51rcc1 
Journal. At The Post. the story was 
offered hy the Justice Depar1ment 
reporter to 1h1: national desk. which 
rejected it; it landed on page one of the 
finandal section. 

The second c.-x..'tmple dates bat·k IO 

November II. 1980, but I've never been 
ahle to forget it bet·ausc it's so rC\·eal
ing. In ThC' Washington Post's "Around 
the: Nation" gl"'Jh-bag column, on page 
A6, 1he first item was a yawn for 99 per
cent of newpapcr reader,; in an East 
Coast city. The headline was, 

Chain Collisions Kill 
Seven in Fog on 
California Freeway 

The founh item, jullgl-c.1 10 merit only 
,t small he,tdline, 

Chemical Dumj>ing 
Agreement 
said in its entirety: 

One of the nation's larges, 
machinl'l1' and chemical manufac
turers, 1he FMC Corp .. was fined 
S35,000 am.I agrcc<l 10 pay SI 
million into an environrocm:al 
trust fund after it pleaded guilty to 
charges of l'Oncealing the secret 
dumping of a <le.idlr chemical 
into West Vi.rginia and Ohio 
waterways. 

The chemical, carbon tet.Cl
dlloride. showed up in municip,ll 
water supplies in Huntington. W. 
Va.: Cincinn:11i and Louisville in 
1975 :md was tr.iced by th1: 
Environmental Protection Agency 
10 an F:IIIC plam in Sou1h 
Charleston, W. Va .. on 1he sou1h 
lYJnk of the K.'tnawh:i River, which 
flows into the Ohio River. 

Qucrkd by 1he EPA, the firm 
said it was dumping only 100 
pounds of 1hc chemical into the 
Kanawha River ead1 day, when its 
n·cords. later oh1ainecl by the EPA, 
disclosed that more than 3,000 



poum.ls were being dump1:d into 
the rivn lfaily. 

That last ih:m makes a further poim; 
tht: pru-cnrpor.1.tc tilt is nowheri: dc.1rcr 
than in the way the pn.-ss defines crime. 
Overwhelmingly, it's in terms of the.: 
per.;onally inflic:ti.:d viokm offcnS<.-s that 
haYe hcsct us since the first c1\·e man 
picked up a club - murder, r.tpc, rot>

hery. Yet this definition has been 
ludicmusly in:tdl·qu:ue for "'di on.·r a 
century - since the ad,-cm of the 
Industrial Re\'olution. That's when 
impersonal crime c.:ommitted by th1: 
large corpor,.uion - and mora.lly rcprc
hensihk n>ndun not violati\"c of 
<:riminal lav.-s - heg~m to flourish :md 
to inflict v:1.scly ~lter harm on lik, limh 
and pockcthook than thc traditional 
offenses. Yl·t the press constantly 
downplars serious corpor:lte 
misconduct. 

Rew:riting a Rhyme 
A minor n..·write of an old folk rhyml' 

captun:~ my point, 

The Jm:.ss i.'XfmSI!.• hoth num mu/ ll'oma11 

\rlx, slm~ t/Ji.' K'"™' /mm ,if! tl;,e cmnnwn. 
hut lets the ,·nrpnn1tim1 loose 
Thul steals fl:,,, common finm Im.• J!_oris1•, 

Only a ft."\\' de<.:a<les after the In• 
dustrial Revolution. EdwanJ Alsworth 
Ross, :1 sociologist :tt thl:' l'nivn~it)' of 
Wisconsin. puhli~hl:'d .1 hrilli;mt lictk 
hook, "Sin and Soclety,' • on the ethical 
and mor.u dilemrruL,; cn.-att1.I hy till" fa.rgl:' 
corpor.1tion. That was 8-i yc.u~ ago, but 
I know of no one who ha.~ surpassl:'d 
bis pii:rcing clarity and insight. Here is 
an excerpt, in his uniqut' prosl:' style: 

... the patem ru!Iian is confined 
to the social h:isement :md enjoys 
t<_..._,. opponuniti.es. He c:m assault, 
or molest, to he sun:-: hu1 he cm
not hecr.i.y. Nobody depends on 
him, so he cannot l:'ommit bn·:u:h 
of trust - th:11 :m:h sin of our 
time. I le <loc.-:-not hol<l in his hand 
1he s:1.fcty or wclfure or mom.1· of 
the public. He ls the clinker, not 
the liw coaL vermin. not bt-ast of 
prq·. Tvd,~}~ the t•illuin most in 
nwd of curbing is the n.>sf:N.'f..'fable, 

exemplary trusted personag(' 
u·ho, strategkallJ• placed ,,t the 

focus of spider-m,fJ of fidudary 
relatiorr.s. is ahle frvm his offin!
c-h<lir to pick a thousand pockets, 
or imperil a thousand lia•s. It is 
the Rreat-swle, high-l'oltage sin
ner that need.~ the shackle. (,l~l' 

italics) 

A former Feder-JI jud~c.:. in a per.;on.il 
kttcr to me in 1989, put it this \V:J.y: ·' II 
sn·ms ironic that in this country you 
c;m kill for monq• and ~t·t :1w:1y wilh 
it - so Ion~ :t<; you an: incorporated for 
that purpose." A kv.: yc..~Jrs a~o. the.: 
konodastil:' Robert Sherrlll began an 
art irk in Gr.ind Stn:et, ,1 qu.irterly, with 
:1 frc.:sb look at tlu: death pi:nalc}·: 

Tht·ri: ari: somt1.hing o\'er I, 5011 
men and womt'n on rhe dt'ath 
rows of A1m;rica. Givi:n tht' soci:tl 
rontl·xt in which they opcrati.:d, 
one might n:asonahly :1ssume that 
they were sc.:ntt·nced to be exe
cuced not because thcr :ire 
munkn:rs hut bec:iu~e !hey wi:n: 
inefficient. l1sin11; guns and kni\'es 
and the usual footpad p:.irJpher
nl'lia, !hey dispat<:hc..'<l only a kw 
mort: chan their own numhcr. Had 
1hcy ust'd a:-.ht:stos, lllblabded 
ph.tnn:K-euticll drui,:s and dn·icTs, 
dcft:ctivl· autos am.I illegally used 
and il!(.1:ally dispost'd l·hemicals. 
they could ha,·c killed, crippled, 
and cortun·d many thousands of 
pl·oph:. And they could have done 
it without n:ry muL·h fuss. 

Ifs no surprise that the pn.M:orpor.ttc 
tilt is often stcql1:~t in nlitorial p:1gcs. 
The latl:' William E. Chilton Ill, of Thl· 
Ch:1rlcston G:~tce in \Xest Viq::inia. w:i.,; 
.l uniqm: publi~hn His motto "~1.s "Sus
L:J.ined Outrage."' He.: went aftc.:r his 
ft'llow publishers for ha\'ing editorial 
pages that ''sound like wh:it 1hcy are. 
thc voice.: of an t'Xtn:mely we.ithly cor
poration." On a single <lay. Thi: :'\:ation 
n.-c:11lcd .ifter his death in 198-:\ his 
paper nlitoriallr dl:'nm1nced E.E I lutton 
as a "scum ha11; comp-.iny" :.ind the l\1:m
ville corporation as "slimy." The.: nm
u·,N I v,ilJ offl:'r hen:- deri\·es its fon.·e 
from an unan,id.1.hly dt1.:iiled summary 
of the ofli:n startling fal'ts. 

Not A Single 
Post Editorial 
Thl· ca.,c invol\'Cd Tilt: ~~t.shington Pm! 
and the aforementioned D~lkon Shi<:ld, 
the dctccti\'e n rn Jt the Cl:'nter of Ont' 
of the most disastrous 1:pisodt's of 
Ami:rit.:an c.:orporJtc.; mi.~.:onducr in this 
century When ii enren:d the worldwidl' 
markl:'t in J:mu:iry 19-. L it had not hlTll 

tl:'Stnl for s,lf<:ty in dlhn or animals or 
woml"n; it had hn·n frm1d11kntly 1l·stcd 
for cffecti"eness. Physidans implanted 
it in .ihout thnT million woml·n hdi )n· 

thl' manufartml"r. A.H. Rollins of Rich
mond. ended t r.s sales in Junt' 19 .. ,i. 
'll:n.~ if not hundri:ds of thou~:mds of 
thcS<.' women sufkrnl lili:-1h11.-;uL·11in~ 
pd"i<.· infL·cti11ns and n·la1c.:<l lk~1ruction 
or imp.1irmc..:nl of thdr ;thility L'\'Cr lo 
hear a child. At lc:tst Hi died in the 
l 'nitcd St:ltl'S; how m;my dil·d dsl·
wlll"n:, particubrly in the Thin! \'<hrld. 
wlu.:n.-no one counted, is unknow:thlc 

The catas1mphl' was u1tl-rlr prt...-<.:nt
:1hk. Rohins knlw full wdl, and ~-arlr 
on, of the continuing d:mgl'r to D:tll•mn 
Shield wean.·rs. It could ha\'t' minimi:r.nl 
che toll, dmstically. simplr by n.·c1lling 
till" de.-i1,.'l" in. say. 11.r'·L lnstl':td. with 
the connivance (not meri: sill'IKl'I nf its 
pmdul1 insun:r. Al.1na C:t~u:thY o.'x Sun:ly. 
Robins stonnvallnl and lit·d for JO yca1~ 

hl'forc finllly onkring a n·cill. 
In 1985, inun<.lall'tl by prud11t1-\i;1hili1~

l:iwsuits, Rohim, fikd for Ch:tptlT I! 
h:.inkrupt<.)' pmtn:tion. Shi1nlr, ktkr.d 
prosecutor.. began an inwstig:uiun intu 
..:h:1£ReS !hat Robins had. quotinj.: ;1 
subsequent hril'f fik·d hy thl' Juslin· 
lkpanmc.:111 i11 tlw :-.upn·nu· C11urc, 

··c.:nga~i.:d in ongning aimllul and 
fr:1u<luh.·nt :icli\'ity for mughly I", ~c:m 
;111d u~cd its attonKys 10 further and 
c:ovcr up the.,.,: illq4-tl .tni,·itk:-.:· indud
ing possihlc '·ohstn11.:tio11 of justil·t:, falst· 
decbr:uions bdon· the ~r:md jury, :ind 
r.tcketcc.:ring." In Janii.1ry 199< ). with1111t 
1:xplanat ion. th<.' Just in· I kparlllll'llt 
:th:mtlonnl lhe nimin;1l im·L·s1ig:11ion it 
had condm:tcd for 1ll"arly fin· ycu..__ 

In ll),1,!6 lhc.; federal jrn.lgc pn:sidin~ in 
the hankrup1cy pmccnlin~ hdd Robins 
in ci\'il contempt. and in 198.., hi: held 
ic in criminal <,:ontempt for • 'ddil'll'.r:ttl' 
defiance" of a coun order. Also in 19H-. 
tht: K:msas Supri:me Court \'Olnl - to 0 
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to affim1 a jury .iward to a Dalkon Shi<:lll 
,·ktim of S9.2 million. inclu<.ling .1 

record 57.5 million in punitive damages. 
Never before, the uoaniJnous judges 
s;1id. had a K:msas appellate court "been 
presente<.I with corpor.itc misconduc.1 of 
such ~ravity and dur:1tion." 

In 1989, a Dalko11 Shield trust fund 
of approximately S2.5 billion was 
created, and it made the first small 
p;1yments to some of the nearly 200,000 
Dalkon Shield users who had been 
injured as far back as 1971, and who had 
survived court eligibility screenings. 
l'inall y, consider that the Daikin Shield 
was developed in The Post's from yard. 
Baltimore, ;u1d thm it ·was manufactured 
hy a company in its back yard, 
Richmond. 

None of the fon...ogoing w.1.,; suppressed. 
Anything but: the unfolding s1ory. many 
times, drc."V.' widespread attention. At 
the l'os1, I began to repon the story in 
197 5; in 198<; l did a five-pare series -
researdu:d at great length am.I at consid
l:r.iblc cost to The Posl. But not once 
during the more than fifteen years that 
the Post was chronicling this atrocious 
episode in its news columns diti it 
publish a single editorial on any aspl'ct 
of the story. 

• Not on the unprecedented tngedr of 
massive disease and sterility. 

• Not on the Chapter II case. 
• Not on the contempt citations. 
• Not on the condemnation ofRohins's 

conduct with which Kansas's highest 
court unanimously upheld a S7.5 
million award of punitive damages. 

• Not on the lengthy gnnd jury 
investigation. 

• Not on the Justice Department's 
char:tcteri7..ation of Rohios·s conduct. 

• Not on the adcquaq of the trust fund. 

Nor has The New 'tbrk Times, nor, 10 

my knowledge, The Wall Street Journal, 
commented editorially. 

I may he reaching, hut it's not implau
sible to suggest this: the Jong-sustained 
absence of cdi1orials in these 
newspaper., on a human disaster of such 
s1unning magni1udt' implied - whoUr 
mistaken.Ir - 1hat corporate conduc1 in 
~rossest violation of our basic ethic1I 
am.I religious heritage is too freakish to 

;\O Nieman Reports 

engage editorial wricers and the 
publisher., lc>r whom they speak. Ye1 the 
rca.lit y of every industrial society is that 
corpomte miscondun imperiling life, 
safety and health on a great scale is 
perv::isive. 

Diluting the Dialogue 
The absence of ediwrial resonanct'.. I 

also believe, has lwu additional adverse 
effec.1s: it dilmes the potential. such as 
it is, for a much-needed serious puhlic 
dialogue about corporJtc crime and 
misconduc1 and it sends an unfortun;tte 
signal to the corpor.ite community tha1 
<:orpornte murder, manslaughter - or 
womenslaughter - need fe.ir no 
t'ditori:tl-page sting. 

Excepting the tobacco industry, the 
norm for many mainscream editorial 
pages ;md columnists is silence about 
corpor,ue crime and misconduct, even 
when it as pmlonged and inexcusable 
as th;n of Robins, although editorials 
coinciding with l'Orporare viewpoints 
somehow do :1ppear. On July II, 1989. 
for ex.1mple, one W~1shington Post 
editoria.J opposed punitive damages 
(intensely dislikc·d by corporate 
wmng<.loers), while anothl·r cl;1imnl 
th;n whl:n the FDA "approve~ a drug. 
it is almost certainly both safe am.I 
effective" (the claim, often made hy 
drug companies, is false, as shown br 
Merical. Suprol, Oraflex. Selacryn and 
other drugs whose hazmds emerged on
ly after FDA approval). 

Moreover, in my experience, at least, 
ii is rare, if om unheard of, for editori.tls 
to name and hold personally ,K:coun
t;1ble I he corpor.ite officers, <lirec1ors, 
and decision-makers responsible for the 
murder, mayhem and abuses of 1he 
environmen1 commiued in the names uf 
the comp:mies they lead. Yet, to 
pamphr.1Se a slogan of the Na1ional Rilk 
Association, corporations don't kill 
people. people do. 

The dangers of corpt>1111e governance 
chat t.loes nut viol;ue criminal laws 1ml 
is morally repugnant cannot be over
emphasi7.cd. Consider the timeless truth 
that c:mergc~ from a candid (.'XCh:mge of 
lc1ter., six decades ;1go between J.ammot 
duPont, president of E.I. duPont de 
Nemours, am! Alfred P Sloan, Jr., 

president of General Motors. 
Al the ii.me, Ford had for yea.rs been 

using safety glass for windshields, while 
GM ·was using only plain tlat glass in 
Chevmlets. On impac1, such glass breaks 
into shards, disfiguring, slashing, killing. 
For sound business reasons - his 
company would reap a large profit -
l.ammot duPont urged Sloan to buy 
safety glass for Chcvrolets. For sound 
busines.~ re-Jsons, Sloan refused, he did 
not, as I sec it, care that what w.is good 
for General Motors was nut good for the 
country. 

.. Accidents or no accidents." Sloan 
wrote, "my concern in this matter is a 
matter of profit and loss," adding that 
Ford's use of s:1fety glass "is no n:ason 
why we should do so. I am trying to 
protect the stockholder.; of General 
Motors and 1hc Corpor.ttion's opera1ing 
position - ii is not my responsibility w 
sell safety glass ... You can say, 
perhaps, th;11 I am selfish, but business 
is selfish. "'e arc not a chariiable i.nstitu• 
tion - we are trying to make a profit 
for our stockholders.'' 

Sloan broke no laws. Indeed, I 
helicve, he saw himself as a man of con
science. Then and for dc:cades after
ward, similarly, GM an<.I other auto 
industry executives broke no 1.iws when 
1hey allowed er.mks, handles, :md knobs 
to protrude toward knees and skulls. 
Nor did they break criminal laws in 
resisting life-saving air bags for eighteen 
year... 

"I surround myi,elf with people who 
gener.:1lly see 1he way I do;· Los Angek-s 
Timt:s Publisher Otis Chandler has said. 
Could it be otherwise? Some meat was 
pu1 on 1hat bone by William Allen 
White, the legendary Kans:tS Republican 
who owned. published. and edited The 
Emporia Gazeue. "The owners of 
0(.·wspaper investme.rus, whet.lier they 
arc bankers, stockl1olders of a corpom
t ion, or indi,·iduals, feel a r.ithcr keen 
sense of fin:mcial responsibility," he said 
in an ex1r.1on.1i.nary but widely neg!e,:1ed 
speech in 1938. "The sense of property 
goes trilling down the line;· he con
tinued. "II produces a slant and a bias." 
Similarly, William Gi:eidcr, a former 
.issist;11u managing editor of The 
\'(,:1shington Post. said in a 1989 (Posl) 



Opc;d piece: "Some :1.dmir:1hk-owners 
like the Pust\ an: much nrnre tolc:r.mt 
than others, hut inevitahly the.: ownc;r's 
outlook will define: the boundaries of 
wh:u gets primed, wh;it ~cts exduded." 

Imagine Nader 
On Post Board 

Now ima~ine the unimagin:1hlc: 
K.:1th.trint: (imham names R.1lph :'•fader 
an outside direc.:tor of thi: \\ashington 
Post Company. Sun:ly Washin1;ton Post 
etlitor.; and rcporten. would sec in this 
.1 ~ignal from Mrs. Graham that i:on
surner ne\vs anti invt:~ligations of cor
por.1.te mis1.:ondm:t merit more attemion 
and support. Then sun:lr it's also 
n·asonahlc to a:-,M1me th,H an opposite 
si~nal is sent hy th<.: routine loa<.ling of 
her board - and che boards of all ol her 
laqie mntia organizations - with out· 
si<.le director.; from the hig-bt.Lsim•:-;s 
communitiy. 

Chairman Gr.lh.m1 alone, a_,; :1 pmctkal 
matter, decilh:s who sits on hc;r hoard_ 
Only friends ur p1:Thon:-; who h,1\·c her 
cnrnplcle trust bc;come outside dirci.:
tors. In consequence..._ much about ht:r 
views may he diYincd from her scke
ions. O\'erwh~lmingly, thq· h:ivc hecn 
people Jackioi;: per.;uasivc..· co.--dcntials as 
no-scring."-attached rt:'prc;sc;nL'lh·cs of 
journalistic in<.lqx:mknce in the puhilc. 
lb lx:-sure, one. George W. Wilson, is 
president of tht: C:oncor<.I Monicor in 
New Hamp_~hirc_ His appe,11 was sun·l)· 
t:nhance<.I hy his long k·gal b.ntlc t~lr an 
ohjcctive for which The Wa.~hin~ton 
Post h:1s also fought in the courts: 
having n:portcrs declared .. profi:s
sinnaJs" under the Y..lE!n and hour.; bw, 
so that publishnc'i ,an deny thl·m 
premium pay for o\'ertime work. 

A n::I.Ui\'CI y Ill"'-' outside director. 
named in :,.;ovemlx:-r 1989, is James E. 
Uurkc, rt:tirc..·d chairman and chief 
L'XcClliive oft'iccr of Johnson & Johnson. 
Ourin~ his tenure, the c..·thiral i.:onduc1 
of this intc:rn.ttional pharmaceutical 
manufal.'turrr :md/or its subsidi.trin has 
rc;pc;atellly come un<.ln fin:~ 

• fmm thi: FDA, which in June.· a~ki:d 
the Jt.Lstlce Dcp.trtmc..·nl 10 consider 
crlmin.tl prusc:cutini;: the comp:my for 
pmmoting a drug cJ.lkd HL1in-A for .111 

unappm\'ed use (wrinkk ~duction)_ 

• from a \'(ltshington 1•os((!) Sl·rin 
showing 1hat during fi\'e years uf 
I itigat ion in ·• :S ~race~. rhc company 
usnl court :-;c:a1:q-pnKl-i.!un:s- pm-
11.:ctive orders - co prevent the 
disclosure of inform:uion about an 
unnc;cc;s~:i.ry pn:s1;rip1 ion p;tinkillcr, 
Zomax, which figun.·c.! in ac lc,i:-.t I ➔ 
deaths and -ill:', lifr-1hreat1.:ning 
:llk~il' n::1nio1h. 

• hum Coogn:ssman \"fi.:iss\ _,uhoml
miltet:, for failing to 1dl the FDA amt 
the medic,11 community pmmptly and 
fully of the.· kidnq· failun:s caused by 
Supml, anochc:r unnc..·,:c..·ss.1r)· pa·,,crip
tion painkiller disn1ssc:d l",trlk·r_ 

• From a C:u1:1dian courc, whkh found 
that Johnson & Johnson withhdd 
from Canadian physicians es~ential 
v.~1rnings about :111 or.ti con1r.1.ccpth-e 
that it gave: to l '.S. physicians_ 

• From plaintiff~ in a lawsuit who suc
cessfully alleged fraud in connection 
with a machine.· th.tt rc._·<.lun:s or 
eliminates pain with c:lectricity. 

• From !,M Company, which, also in :i 
ch·l! bwsuit. dcmonstr.1tc<.I infringe
ment of a pa1enL 

I hdicw th:it :1 rel-ord of this kind 
shoulll have: dis4ualifkd Burkt: fmm 
consider.1.tion as an outside director of 
:my news org;mi1:;1tion, anll that this 
appointment c:1rrit:s :m undcni:tbk l.irµc 
potc..·mial 10 si:ntl a hi~hly tmuhlin~ 
signal to 1he scaff_ particularly ahout 
hard cm·er.t~c of th!.'. dru~ induscry. 

Sitting on a Story 
For Three Months 

By the cn<.I of 1988, th•.: Post's WlTkly 
tk:lllh section had puhlishnl some: 
cnu~h ;irticles ahout highly qucstionahle 
conduct by ph:1rmace11tical houses, 
includin!,: Johnson & Johnson. Thin~s 
rhangcd_ For ahout 1hrec months in 
1989, for <-"X:l.mpk, Health sat on a free
lancer's can:fully n:scan:hcd, import.mt 
:md timdy scory on aslonishin~ly 
di~proportionalc price incre:tses for 
prescription dru~,; - incrl·a~l'~ 1h:1t far 
oucpacnl inflation :m<.I that punish thr: 
t.1xpar1.'."r.. and the c:kkrly, sii.:k. and 
poor. Finally, a Hl·alth Sl·nior nlitor scnc 
him a form rejection letter saying -
prl'posterously - chat the pkcc didn't 
mn·t till' slTtion's nec.:tls. Ml·anwhile, 

lhe l'O\'er slorics th,11 did lllc;l'C ib IK'l'd~ 
included, pt·rh;tps oddly for ;i section 
named lkalth, one.· on prohkms with 
lethal injlTtions in l"Xt:CUlions. Anothl'r 
t·m·c.:r story was on killer bees. For a 
Olvc:ry s1ory in l\lan:h, I k:thh l·xn·rpti:d 
a fin:-1110111h-old :tnidi.: fnim :motlll'r 
lll:lg,1 ;j Ill" -

This must lw said in t':1irnl's~: I ha\'o: 
no e\·idetKl' tu suppor1 :m int'ert·nl-c._' of 
a com1c._•<:tion h(:twc._Tn th(: appoininwnt 
of Janws Hurke as an oucsidl' dirt·ccor 
and the softening of I k:1lth. It is ;i fact, 
100_ 1hat the dru~-prin::-; pic._·ct· wa~ 
rejccll'<i by tlHl.:-c: (nonlwahh) pc:rioi_lirab 
- Till" A1lan(1l· and thl' Sumby 
maga1ines of The l.os Anw.:ks Tinws 
;intl Till' :\'n,· 'thrk Timc..·s - lwfort· 
h«,_.in~ publi:-;hnl hy Thl· Pn>gn.·ssin-. Hut 
I ~cand hy my con11.:111iun 1h:11 tlw 
appoinurn:m of sornc..·onc._• Ii kc._· Burk(.· 
sends an umksir:thk signal. 

former New 'lhrk Timt·~ reportl'r 
'Ji,m (;oldstdn. in "'The :'\t'\\'~ :u Any 
Cost: I low Journalises Compromise..· 
Thr:ir l:thii:~ !O Shape 1he Nl'ws·- (,°\;l·\\' 

Yi,rk: Simon & Schusll'r_ 198'5), \\ToR·, 

"At The Nnv 'lhrk TinK·~. in 198-t_ 
Rkhanl (;db, chairman 11f till" Hristol
Myc..•r.; Comp.my, h,td been a tlircclor uf' 
the Tinws for 10 yc._•ars, :i fan 1h;u 
bu,~inl'ss rc._•portcr.; 1i1r tlw Tinws c1111101 

pos:-;ibly he: unawan.· of when tht:y write 
:1hm11 his ldru~I rompanr,·· Cold~1d11 
did not s:1y what diffr-renn·_ if any_ lhl' 
awareness m:1y h:iv1: made, othn 1h:1n 
implying- unsmprisin~ly - 1h.11 <;db 
had c..·asy al.'tc..·s:-; 10 thi: ruling family_ 
Still, thi: cthii:al rap slwec on Brblol 
My~r.. i:-; :-;ufficicntly similar to Johmon 
& Johnson's that ifJanws Burke :-.hould 
he; indigihk for membership Im lhl' 
hoard of a nl·ws o,wmiz:uion, (;db 
should ha\-e h(._'l'll, too. ,\c tlK tinK, 

incidnll,llly, thl· Tinw h:1d a Sl"Cond 0111-
skk dirc;ctor from a drug com:ipny_ 
J\krck: the Post had nont·. 

Anothl'f \\':1shington Posl ( ;rnnp:111\' 
outsidl' din:nor who is :111 l"lll i1wnLT in 
Corporate America b :\khobs ddt 
K:itzenbach. 1=or manr ye:1r.; senior Yin· 
president :md gclll:r.ll coumd of IBM, 
ht· is now a part1wr in a rorpor:11<; l,lw 
firm wh1l:-.t: dicms include Johnson & 
Johnson and R.J. R<-·~-nold~ ·foh:1n:o 
Comp.my. An<lthn 11111skk c.!irt.Tl<>r. 
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<it'orgt' J. Gillespie. is a lon1-1-1ime pan
ncr in Crava1h. S\vaine & Moore. lhl'. 
na1ion·s premiere corpor.m; law firm -
:md one of the Post company's law 
firms. 

'lbday we are well imo :1 new era in 
which the reforms I dted at the outset 
are ao.:companied by depressing 
economk !rends. lnevi1ably the grt"al 
shrink:1ge in media advertising rewnues 
has triggered sharp cutbacki, in news 
staffs and belt-tightening at many 
lll'WSpapers and at all !he tdevision 
ne1works. This is bound to cut deeply 
inlo the will and the resourCl'S available 
to investigate and report o.:orporate 
misconduct. More news people than ;11 

any time in my career fear unemploy
ment, and with reason; so timidity may 
fairly be presumed to be on 1he rise. ht 
1986. General Electric bought RCA, 1he 
parent o.:ompany of NBC. In 1989. 
officials of ~BC :-.:cws delctt"d 1hree 
semences cri1ical of GE from a segmem 
of a l'i\'e-part loday show series on the 
u~e of bogus and subs1.mdard materials 
in American industry. In 1991, who 
would argue that GE's ownership pro
vides an environment al NBC tb,11 is 
conducive to enterprise rl~porting on. 
~.ty. fraud in militlry pnx:uremcnt by GE~ 

The chairman of CBS. Laurence 
Tisch, head~ Loews Corporation, owner 
of Lorillard. a major cigar<.'ttC manufac
turer. l.o<·ws :ilso owns CNA. an insur
ance company that. perhaps ironically, 
discountr- premiums on life insur.mce 
for nonsmokers. Cao I prove th:11 the 
environmeot at CBS for cn1crprise 
reporting on smoking and on abuses in 
the insur.mce industry has been adver
~dy affected by Mr. Tisch? No. Do I 
believe ifs a good environment for such 
rcpor1ing? No. Do I believe that at no 
time has ;m editor or reporter backed 
away. or will back away, from stories in 
1 hcsc areas out of fear of the conse
quences? No. 

111 the l:ue I970's Steve Weinht"rg, later 
dircnor of !.nvcstigative Reporter.; & 
lidi1ors. and Peter Dreier. then assistanl 
professor of sociology at 'lltf1s l lnivcr
sity, made a year-long study of nearly 
:',00 din:·ctors of the na1ion·s 25 largest 
newspaper companies and found 
"thousands of inH.:rlocks with ins1i1u-

32 Nieman Reports 

tions the paper.. cover - or fail to rover 
- every day.'' They wrote in an illumi-
11:11ing n:pon in 1979 in the Columbi.i 
Journalism Revkw: 

The directors of these companies. 
whose dailies account for more 
than h:1lf the circullllion of all 
American newspapers. sit on the 
hoards of ttRion:11, n:uional. and 
multinational husiness o.:orpor.1-
1ions. Many are par1ncrs or direc-
1ors of banks. insur-Jncc com
panies. :md corporate law firms 
.. , Over.111, 1hc uirccwrs are 
linked with powerful business 
organizations, not wilh public 
interest groups; with manage
ment. not labor; with well
established 1hink t,rnks and 
charities, not their gr-Jssroots 
counterparts. 

The directors :ire uverwhelm
inglr white and male. ;incl dmwn 
frum among the !ll()SI privileged 
members of society ... Most of 
1he outside directors _ .. have no 
ne·wspapcr (':,(pcrience. 

Dreier and W'dnherg cited the e~m
ple of the Times Mirror Company, 
owner of The Los Angeles Times ,Ind 
Newsday (and now The Baltimore Sun). 
The company "bas more than two 
<lozco interlocks with Fortune 1,300 

companies (1hc 1,000 larges! industrial 
and 50 each of the largest banks. 
insurers, financial companies, utilities, 
n:t:.1ilers, :md 1.-ansportation companies), .. 
they wrote. 

They also poimed out 1hat "Ford 
Motor Company - which has a perva
si\'e impact on Amerkan society 
1hrough its products, its annual sales of 
S43 billion, and its work force of half 
a million - shares dirccton; with the 
corpor.uions thai publish The New York 
Times, The Washington Po~1, :md The 
Los Angelc.s Ti.In~:· For some years 1wo 
former top officers of Forti. Robert S. 
McNamar.1 and Arjay Miller, sat on the 
hoard of the Post comp::tny (Miller is no 
longer there). Lei me know if you can 
find a vocal critic of the auto industry 
- maybe m~i• indus1ry - on 1he boanl 
of any large mc-dia corpomtion. 

Benjamin C. Br.1dke, 1he fam<:d. 

recently retired Executive Editor of The 
Washington Post. has pmised Mr... 
Graham an<l her son, Donald E. Gr.th.am, 
publisher of the newspaper, :1s .. good 
owner.;." They :ire. He wc:nt on to say. 
al :1 con.ference in Pr.igue l:ist year: "I 
define 1hem 1his war: people who have 
:m all-consuming commitment w excel
lence. to fairness, IO independence: 
people who are heholdcn to no out
sideis: . . . " Bmdlee would be happy. 
I ~uspec1. if one and all were to inter 
thal a1 the Post "(t!he scn~e of prnpcny" 
docs 001 go "trilling down the line." 
producing "a slam and a hi.ts" or pro
corporJte tilt. On 1he basis of long 
experience, much evidence (including 
the makeup of 1he board of directors), 
and common sense. such an inference 
would go too far. 

Indeed. only a month after Pr-Jguc. 
Ik.idk-c:: himself implicitly acknowledged 
that the .. all-consuming commitment" 
had frayed. "We're less concerned wi1h 
taking risks now 1hat we're successful 
and 25 yea.11i older:· he was quoted as 
saying in a Time article on The Post in 
August 1990. He also acknowledged 
that ''lt)here is a cenain conservatism 
1h:11 has set in." And i.n a June interview 
with The New Yl:>rk Times, he "con
ceded ... 1hat the Post might be 
somewhat less aggressive 1han it once 
was. but hr. s~id he thonghr rh:11 W3S 

trui: of journalism genemlly in the 
Reagan Administration years." I bclic.-vc 
that those engaging in corporate 
misconduct wiU be prime heneficiaries 
of the fewer risks taken, of the ·'certain 
com,ervmi~m:' of the lessened agg.rcs
siveness and of wha1 has heen "true of 
journalism generally'' over 1he pas1 
dco.:adc. 

To [kJdlce\ heir, Leonanl Downie. as 
10 publisher Donald Gr.1ham. "conser
vati.sm" comes easily - more easily 
1han to Ben Hr.1dlec. who, it should be 
noted, has bc:come a director of the 
Washing1on Post Company. As Time 
said, Downie "is less willing to cikc on 
the pmwrful :md needle the preten
tious." l.a~e corporJtions, including 
those· plugged into the board of direc:
tor.., are surely "powerful." 

In newsrooms, the filter-down pro
rorpor.11e tilt is more often sensed than 



seen. II may be coov<.1 ed to editors at 
a daily news conference hy silence; and 
it may take the form of self-censorship. 
Still, some reporter-friends I greatly ad
mire don't share m~· belief that, howt.-vcr 
subtly, the slant and bias of owners and 
boards of directors of our best and 
greatest news oigani;,.ations signilicant ly 
influence what stories their news 
departmcms cover or do not cover, 
empha.~izc or dc-cmphasi;r.c, stay with or 
:1bandon, investigate or ignore. These 
friends say it would be unusual for them 
and many other colleagues even to 
know who the directors arc. I don't 
doubt this. BUI I a.I so believe that the 
realistic working assumption must he 
that even if they don't intend co, hoards, 
owners, and the senior managers they 
hin: send clear but generally unadmit.ted 
and undiscussed signals, particularly to 
editors and to fearful and on-the-make 
reporters. How else to expl.ain why 
major areas of nC\\>-s arc left unfurrow<.-d, 
important stories are unassigned, safe 
stories gee suppon: and play, sensitive 
stories arc tortured or killed? 

Such results, I contend, are inconsis
tent with the responsibility of the pn::ss 
in our constitutional system. The 
people, the putative sovereign, have 
delegated power co tht: corporation in 
order to enhance efficienq, in the 
economk sphere. They have not <.lele
gated power to the paper entity to 
knowingly and willfully impair and take 
life. So when the corporatjoo abuses its 
power in this ultimate sense, it wholly 
lacks the political legitimacy conferred 
by the consent of the governed. The 
Frame~ of the Constitution providet.l an 
intricate system of checks and hal:mces 
on the exercise of power by the b,Jnch
es of government. The press proudly 
acknowledges its high duty to monitor 
this cxerrise of power. But the press :1Jso 
has a high duty, seldom acknowledged, 
to monitor the exercise of corporJte 
power because the farge corpor.ition 
also governs. 

Reporters Learn 
What Is Wanted 

Back to the system of rewards and 
punishments. However subtly it operJtes 
in newsrooms, people learn what kind 
of reporting is wanted and rewarded. 

They also learn what kind is unwanted 
:md disco11r-.1ged - by. s;1y, the editing 
of hard-hitting stories into mush. burial 
of page-one stories am.I recalls of unsafe 
consumer products in back pages, and 
denial of merit pay incrt:ases and 
promotions. 

In the Columbia Journalism Review 
last year, Ralph Nader uitil'i.r.c·d con
sumcr coverage by The New York 
Times. former Executive Editor A.M, 
Rosenthal denounced the criticism as 
"loony", and Fmnces Cerr.i. an out
standing consumer investigative reporter 
who joined tbe Times :1fter \Vinning a 
George Polk award at News<lay. upheld 
Nader. "The fuel is that the Times never 
wanted stories critkal of consumer 
treatment hy major corporations," she 
said in a letter to CJR. 

I served as the Ti.mcs's consumer 
rcponer for six yeais - fmm 1974 
to 1980 - until I was demoted to 
Long Island reporter after I failed 
to report enough s<"rvin· stories 
... the shopping hims. the how
to-get-a-better-bargain stories, Bui 
I was always !:tr more imercsted in 
investigative stories, in seeing, t<.>r 
example, whcther skyrocketing 
iosur.ince mt.cs for malpmctice 
wen: truly justified. I did a series 
of these issues. noting along the 
way the revolving door between 
the regulators and the regulated, 
and the pol.itical ties of the pwcr
ful lawyer.; who represented the 
industry. 

These stories. and others like 
them, ncvcr e.irned mc any com
pliments. In fact, I v.r.is called on 
the C:l'l)Ct for dcscrihing one such 
lawyer a.~ "politically connected." 

Shc came to reali7.c that her new 
bosses had hired her to answer "the 
criticism that the Times had been 
neglecting consumer cover.ige." and that 
they "had no iote.R'.St in my work ... Her 
investigative reporting of the Long 
Island Lighting Company's financi.11 
fiasco with its Shoreham nm:lear plant 
became the last straw. It led to suppres
sion of an impon.ant story anll ht:r 
removal from the I.II.CO beat. I.II.CO 
"silenc<.'d reporters like n1e," she wrme. 

She finally resigned in 1983. 
Cerra's expt·rienn' resonmes with 

Ronald Kessler's at The \V'Jshingto11 
l'ost. In the early 1980s, he did a path
breaking series on the life-insurJnce 
industry. In :1n irr.itional. hellish process 
lasting mol'c than three years. he was 
directed co cue the series from 10 1>arts 
to six. tht:n to three. Later, it became 
four parts. Finally, it became a highly 
compressed single artick. published in 
a typographicallr 1xpdlent formal. '\1.·1 
Kessler's unused material was good 
enough and fresh enough to hecome a 
major portion of a welt-reviewed !look. 
He later resigned. 

For rc;1sons never matk dear, a 
corpor-Jte-sc:mclal series of my own 
languished for seven months. Not until 
another newspaper pcrsuadnl a lixkral 
jmlgt: to unseal the documents on 
which my series was based did I gct a 
go ahead. In a letter on a not hcr topii.'. 
I mentioned to Ben llradle(· 1h:11 I had 
endured manr such 4:pisotlcs of 
• 'momle-crushing discour:1gemt·nt :ind 
nihblings to death" and ":1husivr 
extremes." lk replied with a dismissal 
of the quot<.:d phr:ises :t!t my spin on 
what "the editors of 1his newsp:1per, 
honestly and with principl<-, call 
editing." 

Special Praise 
For The Journal 

It would be accur:1te :1s well as fair to 
accuse me of having accunuatcd th<· 
negative. Indeed I havc. So now I will 
hcgin to acccntu,uc the positi\'t'. For 
example, I will cite superb n:·porting of 
many gr.we episodes of n,rpor.1te mi1>
conduct affecting lik. safety, health. am! 
the 1::1ivironmen1. By cns·s "60 
Minut<.:S." ABC's "20-20,'' thc network 
evening news progr.1ms, Puhlic.: llro:1d
c.:ast ing's "Front I.inc," National Publk 
Radio's "AU Thing.-; Considered," Thl: 
(>hil;idclphia lnquirt:r, Thl· lk1ruil Free 
Press, and other.;. A ~pl:dal \Vord about 
The W.111 Street Journal. It is peerk~s in 
its reporting of gowrnment ac:1ions and 
prosecutions of corpor.ue misconduct. 
an area of news indefensibly slighted hy 
many 11<.:WS orgi111izations including. ;is 
I have tried to show, Tht· New 'lhrk 
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Gertnan Vie"7: U.S. Myopia 
America's Press> Like Its Business, EmJJhasizes 

Short-1erm Results Rather Than Potential 

BY DIETER BUHL ··A mcrka·s business ... Cal\'in 
Cool_i,d~c once ~;iid. "is hu~i
ness. :'l<o matter how one 

judges the 30th President of thc Unit(,d 
St:nes, he certainly was right in his time. 
J-k would be ewn mon: right today as 
the military rnpahility of a i:ountry 
becomes increasingly less important 
than its economic growth and 
productiYity. 

How then is the state of the United 
State~ en.momy? A European reader. 
who u~e, The New York Times, Wash
ington Post or especially the Wall Street 
Journal on a regular basis will find this 
out. Arm:rican print media usu:illr 
inform him better about the actual 
economic situation in the l lnited States 
than do. for inst:mce. French or (;cnn:m 
papers :1bout the economy in thdr 
respccti\'e countries. 

One n:ason for this is that Ameri..::111 
(and British) enmomic writers on the 
aver:1ge spedalize more on certain 
sq:ments of the e<:onomy than their 
contincntal counterparts. For a German 
journalist it is not uncommon to cover 
large parts of the economy more or less 
simultaneously - a gener:il meeting of 
an industrial i:ompany today. the 
h:1lance sheet of an insumnce firm 
tomorrow. 

Another diffon:nn: t,cconu:s app:uent 
in the makeup of the economic 
sections. Continemal papers are juM 
beginning to use more graphics and 
statistk~ on d1cir p:1ges. whereas in 
America these ekments have hcen in 
use for a long time. They might not 
always he completely rdi;1hk hut in 
gcnernl they offcr quick :ind 
comprchu1~ive information. 

Thl·n.· is - to sonw degn:c at k·a~t -
a third ad\'antagc. On the whole thc 
A1m:ric111 economic writer will re~pcct 

the rules of ctpitalism. That means the 
writer will b:L~kally accept the functions 
of the market :llld dot:sn't h:we an ideo
logic:tl prejudice against someone who 
makes mon<:y the capitalist way. This 
:ig:iin quite onen is different on the Con-
1i.nent. There, many economi<: journal
ists find difficulties in reporting or 
analyzing an economic pmcess without 
using a touch of :mticapit:tlistic fceling 
and raised eyebrows. 

The basically positive altitude toward 
ctpitalism has its disadvantages, too. 
Americans, it looks to the fon:ign 
observer, arc more fascinated by finan
cial success than other people, except 
perhaps the Calvinistic Swiss in their 
i;uhdued w:ty. And this fascination is 
n::veakd in ei:onomk rq>oning. 

There is nothing wrong with success, 
if it is rc:tl and i,olid. But :lll too often 
parts of the Amerkan press seem 10 be 
just overwhelmed hy success stories. 
This is especially true of weekly nt·ws 
magazines, with the exception of US 
News & World Report. 

In the 70's. there was. for instance.:, 
the t-:1se of lkrnic Cornfield. tht 
nmorious founder of Investors Over..eas 
Services (IOS), a kind of predecessor of 
junk bond dealer... He got the most 
;1dmiring coverage, especially by 
American news magazines, for his 
beautiful women anti glamorous 
lifestyle when his cmpiri: began crumbl
ing. As even <:very laymen became 
suspicious of Comfiekls' manipulations. 
many rt:porter,; st ill were overwhelmed 
by his publit rdations gamt·. 

More recently many of tht· dubious 
heroes of the S&L scandal wcrc 
favor:1bly tre:tted in United St:ttcs n:pon
ing. Appart'ntly rhdr Frc;•m·h paintingi. 
and German luxury car,; made better 
copy th:m thcir <1uestionat,le dealings. 

The crisis of the Savings ;111d Loans 
banks in any c:1se \\•~1s11·1 an htmorable 
p,1gt: in the annab of the United States 
economic press. Looking from abroad 
it is stil.l surprising that a scandal of 
these dimeni.ions was 1101 detected 
e,1rlicr ;and brought 10 the opcn. Com
pared to the willingness and ahiH1y of 
political reporters in the United Stales 
to im·e~tig:ue even the slighest wrong
doinw,. their economic.: i:olleagues 
appear very hesitant to grapple with 
corruption :md intrigue. 

The S&I. scandal could prove that 
some parts of the Ameri(;an press do not 
~ce the forest for the tree~. Of cour..c 
facts and m1111b~-r.; ;tr~· impor1:1nt for 
ci:onmnit- rt·poning. But tht")' don't !:(ivc 
all the answers. 

During the wave of unfriendly take
c·o,uinw!,l hit /NlJ!.4? .... 6 
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A Japanese Vie'lV: Beyond Facts 
Interpretation Is Viewed as Vital Because 

Of Impact of U.S. JW.edia In Tokyo 

BY KAzUTAMI Y A..\1AZAKI 

B 
dog an economic and business 
wri1er t<,r 18 year.,, I am t·on
vincul that economk-fin;m<·ial 

covemge c:1n be distinguished from 
politic:11, social and cuhural cover:1ge in 
one vi1al w:1y. 11 deals ahnos1 solcJy wi1h 
factual informa1ioo: lr.tdt~ balances. 
uncmploymenl r:ucs. company pmfits 
and losses, stock prkes. fa:onomic 
cover.1gc should have no amhiguily. it 
should he clear-nil; fact is fact. period. 
With all 01 her kind!> of news I he~ is 
more room for inlt-rprcllll ion and 
implication. 

In the C'J.rly l980's, the tht't't:' Amcricm 
television ne1works began f'ull rq)orl~ 
on 11.S. 1r.1de st:11is1ks every month, 
fornsing on 1hc steady incre:11,e in the 
huge U.S. dctkit with Jap:m. This visual 
con:r.1gc of 1he 11·.tdt' imbal:mce had a 
definite impact on tr.ide issues hctween 
the two countries. And pariiullarly on 
the mood on Capiiol llill. A Japant·~(' 
government official told mt· lhC'n that 
bec1use of the networks cover.1ge, 
s1rong concern over the 1r:1dc gap 
quickly sprt:ad and ignitnl Japan
bashing in Congress. 1 hat po lit icizc-<l the 
issues and made ii mon: difficull for 
lhkyo to ncgoti:m: with Washington. 

In short, "factuality" is the key cle
ment of economic-fin:mcial cm·er:tge 
and can ha,·e a significant impact on 
economic policies and husin<.:ss activi
ties. Thc:-American m<.·dia, in this reg;1rd, 
have hccn doing well. Co\'er:1gc has 
impmYeu in terms of scope of informa
l ion :1s wdl as timely analysis. 

It i1-hccoming more :mu more uns:1tis
factory, however. for any kin<l of mnlia 
to pursue only factuali1y in l'conomic
cover.tgc. I can ~ce a couple of ri..,a.~ons 
for 1ht' 1tc:cd 10 change: 

Fir.-1. the economy and business arc 
r.tpidly interna1ion:11izing. Onc nation's 

economy is becoming deeply interde
pendent of 01hrn,. The rising interest in 
building region:il economk blol's c:111 bt· 
undersiood :1s a natur.11 consequt:nce 
s1emming from 1he inlerwinded 
economies. 

This nc.w, dynamic :t~peti of economy 
and business should be mort· rclkc1ed 
in media coverage. American media. 
t·spccially. should spend more 1ime 011 

im·es1igating and making ill-(kp1h 
analpcs of glohaliz:uion of tht' 
t-conomy hec:tusc the I l.S. Cl'Otmmy is 
th<' leading force in the: changing world 
and. at 1he same time. fi1ct~s serious 
challenges from lbreign competi1ors. 

From Domestic 
lo World News 

Like American industric.:s, which have 
long been imcrt'St<'d :tlmos1 soldy in 
doing business at home, 1he American 
media. it seems to me, have paid more 
a1te111 ion to I he issues of dornt·s1 ic 
cconomy and business. The shift from 
the domestic-oriented coverage to 
i111crrn11ional-mindcd coverage should 
ht" emphasized. 

ln this respect. special reports would 
be valuable on, for cx.unpk. diver.;ific:1-
1ion of Sou1h-E:ts1 A~ian economics and 
the impact on American industri<·s. the 
lights ,llld shades of the Hong Kong 
economy, success and failure stories of 
American corporations in the Japanest" 
market. I would per.mnally Ii.kc IC> sec: 
an investi~ttivc report on what i~ going 
on in Silicon Valley ant.I the Sun Hell 
because thcf(' must have hecn nornbk 
rcstructurin~ in these· high-tcd1 hases 
rcsulling from foreign compc1i1ion and 
incre:t5('d tcchnologk~il i111en:!ependcncc. 

Second, economic-financial news is 
not simply economic and financial any 
more. not only in the negative political 

st·nsc of the l 1.S.-Japan trmk prohkm~. 
hut :tlso in the rcalistk politkal ,t·n,t· 

The reccm hmkt-r.1ge-!u,u1-t· ~c,mlal 
in J:1p:111 is a rkar ccunplt· of politic:1li
:,~1tion of economk news. Finandal :tid 
to 1hc Soviet llnicm is :mothn ,mt-. :ind 
ii is a hi~hly politic:11 :md ~tr:m·~il· i~,m·. 
As puhlk-opinion polls l'll·arlr show. 
the American pcople now St'c an 
l'COnomic threal as the llH)~I Sl'ril>lh 

n:n innal st·<·uri1 y pmhlt·m. \\-~-an: lh·inµ 
in a world when: e<·onomil' rll'W~ t.;111 
rl\ll ht· Sl'par.ucd from pulitil':tl. t'H'll 
cuhur.tl. l'OlllCXIS. 

So politic;tl :tspecls and h;1d,i,:ro11nth 
should hl' ;ul t·~st·ntial pan or l'Conomil' 
cm·crJge. Extt·n~in· rqmr1 ing. \\'ilh 
thonmgh analysis. on \'ariou~ dcwlnp
mcnb of lhe Soviet l'('OllO!llit' n:form. 
induding comwtini,: 1lw military i11d11~ 
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try imo a rommerd;tl one, woukl he a 
gn.:al cx:tmple of r_•conn-politic,i 
1,:m·er.1gc. lb this <.:nd. n.:portcr.. would 
ht· rcquin:'-1 to possess mort' savvy and 
douhk vision. 

Tbinl. "manipulation" of information 
b, gelling nmspicuou~. This i~ ~orni;
timc, till' r.tsr_· with c..·n;n fa(.'tu;il infor

·.m:uion. As th<= l '.S. is a media-tlrin.·n 
.. society. go\'ernmcnt, institutions and 
. bu~inesst-s a~ tcmptnJ to usl· thi: media 
·' for thdr own purposes. anti they know 

how to do it. 
"lalk-up" :ind "talk-down'· an.: 

dkhe.~ in tlw finandal world. T:e1lk-up 
is thl· authorities· dfort to r.ilse the t ·.s. 
dollar against fon.·ign (urn:nril·s hy top 
offidals" ust· of non-;Utrihut;1hk 
~t:tlcrnl·nts. Ttilk-tlown means the oppo
~iu:. A former l '.S. gon:rnment oflki:tl 
who has fx'l'n involn:<l in many tr.ttli: 
nl-g1,1i,Hions with Japan once said to 
me: ·'The import:tlll pan of the negotia
tions was how to :tgn:e on what should 
he wkl to the p~ss in th<.: .iftcr
lll'got iat ion hrid1n~. On one occasion, 
we 111:goti:uctl it for more than :m hour." 
ltc:porier; should he <.."::l.~ful ahmn cffons 
to manipulate thun. 

In my dew. there a~ two other ··pm
hkms" existin~ in Amcrk:111 tm:di.l 
<:m·cr.l~e of Cl'onomk issues. One 
prohkm is scm,ationalism. 

Newsweek Switch 
Of Headlines Noted 

The coyer story of tht· (ktohL·r 9. 
1989 issue.." of Ni;v,:swcck <kalt with 
Sonr's acquisition of Columbia Enter
tainment. The co\'er showed aJap:1111:sc 
wom:m d~ssed in kimono. pmin~ as if 
she wL·rt· the Statue of l.ihcrty. The 
hcatllinc re:1tl: • 'japan lm·;1tles 
Hollywoou". This heatllim.·, howe\'er, 
was sn·n only in th<: nlitiun of 
Nt·wSWl"<.'k sold in thl.' 1 ·.s., The P..1.dfic 
edition, whkh is soltl in Japan, di<l not 
use the wonJ "'hwatles.'' lmtead thl' 
hc:1tlline saitl ''Japan Mon·s Into 
Holl ywootl_'' 

Of course the wortl ''in\'atles" 
n:minde<l Amerkan people of Japan 
during \\brltl War II, anti generated 
ant:1gonistic feelings tow,trd aAAn:ssin.· 
Japanese inwstment in the l l.S_ A study 
of Jap:mc:sc anti Americ:m medi:1 
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cm·erage of the frictions bet~:ccn the 
1wo <:ountrics, conducted in 1990 by 
the Dentsu Institute for lluman Studies. 
:1 rc~carch arm of the J;1panesc atln:rtis• 
ing giant, Dentsu, critid,,cd tht: cm·cr: 
"\ll·ws,\·t·l·k's inkntion m sdl mort: 
copies both in the 1 ·.s. anti Japan is all 
too dc:tr in its tlual headline: the very 
strong l·xpressiml funnding the 
Amcrican·s anger tow,1nl th1: Japa!ll"Sl". 
anti the soften<.-<l headline aimi:tl at 
n:tdin~ :l sale.::. dmp in Jap,tn." 

:'-.li1suhi~hi Ri:al Estati.:'s invc.:sl llll"lll in 
1hc Rockddlc:r group v.~L~ also tlc..-scrihctl 
by the American media as threa1ening 
to America's autonomy. Some nf the 
mcdia ran pktu~s of k;m1ik;m; pilob. 
and allutle<l often co l~arl lfarhor. A 
mon: important point was th:tt the 
majority of the.: Amt·ric.m stories did not 
bring out thi; fal't that thi: Koc:kddli;rs 
asked ~-tirsuhishi for finand;tl help. 

Those .1~ just c..-x:mlples of sens:1tion
:11ism in tht· Anll'rican pn:ss. With circu
lation anti auvertising down. 1h1: pn:s
sure generally speaking. is to be sensa
t ion,tl. Economic-finand:tl con:r.tgc is 
mmt n1!11c..·r.1hk to pn·ssun.- from sales 
and atln.'rli~ing intc.::rc:sts. Even the :-,;cw 
'tbrker mag;11.ine now carries .~pedal 
ad \·i:rt ising l}a~c:-.. 

In a speech al thl.' Japan ~atlonal 
Pn.·ss Club in 'Ibkyo on Seplember 18, 
1989. the..· Amc..-rkan Ambassador. 
Mkh:td Armaco~,, off<:rt'tl "gr:.ttuitous 
:1d\'ke'' to the.: Japanl'Sl' p11.·ss; '"There 
b no nichi~c•i Sl:'ns,,h (the.: l '.Sd:tp:m 
war). hut we havi: rt"ad a lot ahoul the 
grapefruit "w;ir". the hccf :md dtrus 
"w:ir" :tnd tht· like..-. Kohs/Joh "ki 11oji11 
{autumn h:mlc .trr.lys) or gaishi ,w 
johriku (the landing of foreign cipi1al) 
;m'. other cx:1mplcs of fan1ring miliLary 
terminology. It cm condition a n:a<lcr 
to pc:n:cin: more: ho:-.tilitr in the: rcla
tiomhip than i~ warr.imn! ... I urge 
you to se1rd1 for ~omc; 111,.iv.· m;1taphors." 

The Ambassador thus gently d1i<kt.l 
~nls:nion:tlism in the J:1p:111ese pre~s. 
The s;um: thing can hc and should he: 
saitl to Amc;ricm media cm·cra~c. 

The other problem is linked to scnsa
tion:ilisrn. It i~ the pmblem of editors. 
Amerkan corrcspon(lc;n(~ in lhkyo 
express strong frustmtions m·er 1hcir 

cdi1or.. in lh<: 1 ·.s. Hen.· arc some of their 
compl:11nts, .. Editors tend to di<..1:1.tc 
what thl·y t·xpt-ct from thdr <:orn:
spondi:nts," "I am quite often told my 
pic<.:e is too soft.'' "Cood news is rarely 
accepted. Editors :tl\\:tp; like eye-catching 
acrount~.'' 

The consequcn<.:e is tha1 reporting 
from 'lbkyo tends to he hiasctl, super
Jkial m·er-ex;1~er.1tetl. These faults 
apply L'S[XTially to economic nc.--w~. 

Amcrkan media cmTr.tge from Japan 
has lmpro,·ed in n.-cem years anti th<.: 
correspond<:ncs ~c:nt·r.tlly do wdl, hut 
onL· l'an ~-1r 1h.11 thc.:r ,1lso know what 
thdr editor-; w:rnt to hear. 

I und<:r.;t.mtl thdr situation beraust· 
I had 1he .~amt· pn>hkm ,,1,hcn I was a 
~·ashington corrc:spontlenl for a 
Japanese nt"'\\-spaper. BowL'\'er, I heliL'\'e 
that the.: '\·ducnion" of 1:ditors would 
lx- i:rudal in impro\'in~ co\'er.ige of 
Jap;m by th<: American media. 

As I pointed out earlier. a!I the 
we,1knt·sses L':tn be held true.: of thc.: 
Japanese media, too, but it's mu<.:h more 
lmpor1ant for them to he corrce1ed by 
till" Ami.:rirnn mi:dia. The Amcrkan 
mcdi:t is mon: powerful I han the..· 
Jap,uic.-sc.· mnlia: lht)' <..-an influc:nl'e <..-,.·en 
Jap:1m:se leader.; mol't' than the Jap:inesc 
mnlia cm. 

There..· .tr<: 1111W 5t-i fc,n:ign corrc:
'-POntlents in Japan: Hf' of them art' 
Amerk:ms (~econd largest is British, 75). 

When I had dinnn with a former pm
dtKc:r of the M;u;Neil/Lehrer NcwsHour 
early this year in 'fokyo, I was impress
ed with his '"confe~sion:" "I made "O 
pn1gr.1ms on l 1.S.-Japan n.:lacions, m;linly 
1r:itle issues. in the eight years with the 
show. l'n· n<.'\Tr been to Japan befo~, 
nt'\Tr studied anyching ,1bout Jap:tn. My 
srnir<.:..-s for thl· programs w<.·rc just 
American newspapers.'' 

I hope th,u the American n:porters, 
nlitors and pmduc..'n!'i n:cognizl· the: 
pown thq holtl. n 



Death Of the Ten O'Clock N e"'s 
I-low Public TV Station WGBH Killed 40-Year-Old Program 

Balancing Boston Politics And Cambridge Eggheads 

BY CHRISTOPHER LYDON 

S 
ix or dght p:ar.; ago an intcrvil.-w 
with the great Mike W.11lacc of 
CHS and 60 Minutes caught my 

<.;e. It was in his hometown weekly 
newspaper io Bmokline, Massad1use11s. 
He was talking about the fan1asy life he 
wanted 10 retire illlo. He imagined com
ing Jiorue 10 Ilos1on. having an apart
ment on Commonwealth Avenue. going 
to Symphony every Friday afternoon. 
He'd get himself an idiosync,Jtic news 
program oo the best TV station in the 
country, WGBH. where he'll talk ;1hout 
politics and the hooks he was reading; 
and he'll give himself :t chance to inter
view the :una;,.ing ,-ariety of oddballs and 
c-xperts th;tt make noston/Cambridge 
the gabby capit:11 it is. 

Immediately I wrote to Mike Wallace 
to say. "that's my gig you arc talking 
about.'' Of cour.;e I thanked him for let
ting me keep the S(<Jt w:um a.-; long a.~ he 
Hngered in New York, and I <:onfirmed, 
yes. the news job at WGBH was all the: 
fun he fanmsi,.cd, as blessed :i little 
pulpit .is there was in the province~ of 
American journalism. 

This, alas. is the gig that WGBR 
cancelled last spring, forfeiting a 40-year 
tmdition of independent local journ
alism a1 one of the flagships of public 
broadcasting. Most public stations had 
dosed their newsrooms decades earlier; 
so the death of our Ten O'Clock News 
marked very nearly the end of nightly 
community cover-Jge, bedrock localism, 
in non-commen:ial TV. 

I am cager to dedicate this mini
memoir of our rather exhilarating death 
to the late great Nieman Foundation 
curator Louis M. Lyons. The ghost of 
l.ouis l.yons loomed as large on our 
battlefield this spring as he did in life. 

Louis Lyons's "other job,'' of cour.;e, 
was founding the news tradition :11 

WGBH and maintaining its lfrely prose 
and political bite for almost 25 ycal's. In 
my high-school days in Boston, which 
were Louis's mdio days. I got used to 
overhearing his nightly "News and 
Comment," my parems' favorite hroad
cast. "Well, here's the news:· he iilway:. 
began. His sign-off. .. . .. wt·U. t lrnt's the 
news:· Gradually I got hookc:d on his 
rustic delivery of straight-forward New 
England opinions. (1 have, in my Louis 
files. a bad review he gave 1he Weather 
Bureau's hurricane nam~ for 1971 -
Arlene, Beth, Chloe, ct al.: .. If that's a 
catalog of ch:tr.lClerislie C0llll'lllpor.ary 
women·s names. the couOlry is in a bad 
'tl.--:iy. Half of them have about as much 
power and awe as a zephyr, and sound 
as though they wen:: pick<:d out of a 
movie magazine."} 

The deepest impression on a school
boy from Louis's er.inky. mc1kulous 
cover-Jge of th<: St.ite Hou~l· and the 
press was that Mass:tchusetts in the 
1950s ha<l become the Poor !'arm of 
American politics - and Boston the 
Poor Fann of American JoumaHsm. And 
so my amhition :ind my point of \'iew 
were formed. 

By 1976 I'd had five year.. con·rinR. 
city and state politics at 1hc Boston 
Globe. and eight yea~ in the New Y<>rk 
Times Washington Bureau. When I 
spied the opportunity to anchor the 'Ji;n 
O'Clock ~ews at WGIUI in 19i7, what 
I n::.1lly saw was the chance: to reinhabit 
a generous frame that Louis had dc~ign
ed. The news telescope he huilt at 
WGBH searched the whole he:1vens hut 
was firmly rooted in Boston. That is. 
Louis himself was imerested in Vatic;in 
politics as well as American poetry and 
US Ccnsus figun:s. Yet in his weather 
reports he coven.'<! the llora and faun:1 
of N(."W England with an eye trained in 

:111ri<:uhur<.· :11 the l'nivn~i1 r of 
Massachusetts - it w:is "Ma.,;~ AAAic" in 
l.ouis's time. And he delivcn:d all thl· 

news with :in okl-fashionc:d l'lynl(luth 
Countr accent. lk had, in short, till' 
most universal and the most llo~tonian 
\'Oicc on the air. 

He set an unusual cultur.11 M!ltldanl. 
IOO: politics \\~IS his llll':11. hut li1t·1:11url· 
w~t'i his Ion·. Rohen Frost. on his tkath 
hed. wrott' to :idmirl· l.oub·, 
allusiveness, "rour br.iv<.· t:tlk huoy, llll' 

up. Br.1vc:ry is all. tlow I lmT to hl·ar :1 

poem quot('d to soml· purpo,c:." 
In :1110thcr of hi, admir.thk dimt:n

sions. l.ouis was karks,. In 1lw Bo,wn 
Glohe in 19 10 L11uis h;1d rn·ounl<'d 
Amh:1ssador Joseph I'. Kennedy·., rc1di
ness to ;1ppc:1se II ii ler. .. I kmolT:tcy is 
finished in England.'· Louis quoted him, 
fmm what Kc·nmxly d:1imnl wa~ :111 off
thc:-rceonl aullience. The illll'n in, 
endell Kennedy\ diplomatil· rnrn·r. :111d 
it dimmed Loui,·s nl·wspa1wr l:trtTr 

:1flcr Kennc:lly, in repri,al. pullt:d liqu,,r 
ads from the Clohe. But Louis lll'Vl·r 

ll·arnell to step back from ;i politk:11 
hu II y. His son lhm h;I!> told mt· t h.11 
l.oui:.'s wife: worrinl eontinu:illy th:11 
hc'd he \V:tylaid by Chy I 1:tll thui,.:). h111 
Louis ne\'er llind1nl or n,mplainnl. 

C!Jristopber /01'llo11, 
born in /J11sto11 in 
l'J·iO. lfres 1111 

/leanm Jli/1 1/'itb 
his tl'ijc~ CilU{J: and 
t/Jt'(!e d(lughtetX 
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:'\ot 1he lease pare of Louis Lyom\ 
kark~sness ha<.I co do with tdnbion 
itsi.:lf. Thi:-. ,,-.is a newspaperman who 
had karm:tl 10 ~atl his scrip! for radio. 
\\'hen the ,·irnal medium ;urived, ht· 
t:1lked the ru.'\\'S str:1ight to the merdkss 
e;urn.:r..1.. His j:1ckd mis-huuoned on 
occasion. his q·cgla~<;es slipping an<.I his 
tongue <farting. Louis was not the sort 
of ni:ws m.t n you "d dismiss as a 
'"hair<..ut." Hc did not gn1utlix:t at '"pm• 
tlw.:tion values:· Of:1ll ,he Louis l.yons 
storks. I like the one about his :iwkv.,u-d 
adjustment from easygoing m·ws-anu
mmk r.1dio to the rigidity of 1he T\' 
s~hc.:duk. A floor manager v.~1s assigned 
to count Louis down to th1..· dosl: of his 
pm~r:m1. Louis. of <:ou~c. i~noocd the 
!"rant it.' sign.illing. Finall r he tossed 
tlown his sl"ript, p(..-eretl o\'cr his ~la.~sr:s 
:u th(· floor manage~ :m<.I roan:u. "non·t 
wa,·e your arms at mi:. young m:m. I'll 
tell You when I'm finished~" 

1.ouis was almosl 80 anti ha<l suft~red 
a slroke when I got to WGBH hut ht· 
\\~IS still bmauc1.~1ini,: on r.tdiu, an<l l'llill 
~.-uing st:mtlan.ls. In a typically □re nme 
to nw, hi: warned us not to a\'okl "the 
wrc1dwu racism, frJud, corruption" in 
Boston politin: :tn<.I not to lx·comr: ··tuo 
mrn:h like lhe commercl:d hroadc:1sts: 
... ll is impor□nt to cst:1hlish :1 si:para
tion from thi:m - hoth philosophii:;1lly 
and in suhst:tntT. :Xot to scamp the 1op 
lll"\\'S, hut to find in it pCji!,'i for mean
ing. and a.~ pointer; to disnission of 
things th:tl matti:r more."" 

I dwdl on Louis Lyons because he 
pn~onifkd my ,l~piration~. But what. in 
fact, ditl our Ten <>"Clock :"-:n,·s ac...:om
plish on its own? Flo\\' many of thc 
~oal.~ did Wl" oc;1d1? 

\'<i.:11, I llL"\·er rcally dazzled my own 
tt:l:n-ag\:'tl daughkrs. who in deepest 
:idoksci:nce admittnl thq f<1und thi: 
show " ... boring, dalk!y... Some 
oth1..·r;, with more ohf ecti,·ily. t<mnd tht> 
pmgr:un ponderous and me somi:how 
wanting in :mchor weight. Our "pm
duuion \'.llues·· kc.:pt impro\'ing over 
tht:" yc.:ar; hut ne\'er caught up with thl· 
industry. We m:1de some howlin!,t hlun
ders - as on 1h1..· famous night when the 
li~hts went oul in the.: ~tutlio :111d I. 
obli\'ious yamme~r. kept ri::tdin~ thl· 
news thro11,1.:h th<: hla1..·ko111, hi:cmsc my 
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pmmptcr light stayctl on. It is fair to ~ay 
w1..· W-OJX·d and stumbled a bit - though 
I add tlcfi:nsin:ly that Wl" stumblt'd the 
""Y ~:ti peoplt' stumble. 

\\c were, in a sense, the loi.:al \'ersion 
of the.: Mad,eil/1.chn:r nt"'"'-s idea - with 
:1 lighter touch, l kit, ant.I mu1..·h becter 
Boston r.uin~s; yi:t we m:n:r atqui~d 
the sparkle and r:mgt' of puhlic radio's 
n1..·mplary All Things Consideretl 

\'l?i: madl· somi: comrihution in what 
we lt'ft ouc, starting with wc:athc:r 1n.J.ps 
and ~amc fom;,ige. Ker sports si.:oocs 
,..,-cR· posrnJ in chart form; t\\'(H.lay 
wealhc:r ft)rt:1,.·asts wi:rc ddin.·rt'd with 
:t cer;t' seasonal note, in thi: Lrn1is Lyons 
tradition - all in a matter of seconds. 

c )ur politictl halan(."c tilted to the left. 
many romplainn.l. I thought it mo~ 
impon.:mt that our pmgram maintaim:d 
two nther. r.1.ocr kinds of halance. Th.: 
firs1 w:1.s the halan<:l" lxnvi:en the lwo 
citlcs srmholizcu hy Camhriugt· and 
Boston, the intdk1:tual capital amt 
'"from.a! lobe of the universe," on onc: 
shon: 11f thi: Ch.irks Rh-Tr. and tht> 
ethnic town an<l politic~I capital, on the: 
other. It had oftl"n sn·mnl to me th:tt 
the Boston Globe 1our dominant nt."'"'·s
p:tpn. hnwn-n the :\l'\\' 'l<1rk Times 
and lhe tabloid Bo:--1011 Ht:"r-Jkl) lives 
som1..wh:1t uncomforr~1h!y in both of ils 
lcKal worlds. Th1: Glohe has tended to 

H1~ its fon:loi.:k lxfon: tht· hr.tiny "Ctm
hriuge" autlknce ant.I 10 1alk uown 10 

thi: hi:nightnl "Boston" nl.'ighhor.,;, One 
of nur m.iin mi~sions. I fdt (as an Iri~h
American Roston native who'd gone: to 
Yale}, was to con:r hoth silks 11f our 
ri\'er with ::i. level g.ize, to gi\'c anti get 
,tw saml· rrspc<:t in Han~ud Squ:t~ and 
th<: Seate.: Housi.:. 1 still ti:d wi.: wl:n: thr: 
only news institulion in Boston that 
approachetl 1hat ,a~et 

Thc sn•ond dusiY(." h:11:trnx we strmT 

for was bt:tWc.:\:'n politks anu thi.: arts. 
hecween d\'ks :mtl aesthetics, or, shall 
we s;.y. het\\Ten n<.'ws of power and 
n<.."\YS of the spirit. Looking h:11.:k at the 
'kn o·ctork :"\t.·ws. nothing pkasc.~ ml· 
mooc than 1he record that poets. 
p"-·adKn;. non·lists. pianists. painter; 
and compost:r; wen: part of the rot:ttion 
with pn,k.-..sors and poli(i(·ians among 
our Hw gue~, comnwm:uor;_ Our poe1s? 
on the night Rolx-n Lowell died, Robert 

fitz~c.:r-..1.ltl mcmoriallzed him on our 
proRr:tm. Seamus 11.e;.nq: and r>c:rc::k 
\\:1kott examin1..-d Rohnt Penn Warren's 
scle<:tion as Poi:I Laureate G.ilway 
Kinne II atltlrc.:ssetl the Pcr.;ian Gulf War. 
D;1.,·itl ;\kCortl, Don:1ld Hall. C,.t:slaw 
Milosz. Fdit.·ia Lamport and Ocuvio P'.lz 
each rrad from thc.:ir own work, an<.I 
many timi.:s a :ieamus Heaney oc:1ding 
h;•ilc..'t.l us out on a thin new~ night. 

\"fr werc ten yc:ir.; ahe:td of Tht· Nc.:w 
"\i.)rkr:r with our Yo-'tb ;\fa profile. 
Russell Sherman, successor to Glenn 
Gould as pro\'ocati\'c pianist and 
conwrs:ttionalisr, plarnt Bn:thovcn's 
1~·mpi:st sonata on our ney,,,,_ Yt'huui 
;\{c;nuhin atl\'ocared unh·er;::i.J musk 
edurntion. On Joh:mn Sebastian IJ.ach's 
.\00th hirrhd:.ty. pianist Makoto Ozone 
<.li:monstr-.itcu Rach's importance: :.unong 
jazz keyboard players. ~tari.o \':u~as 
I.losa. once. and Carlos Fuentes, many 
time~. eng.1gnl us on Larin Amcrii.:~rn 
litc:r.u.uoc and lite. John l Tpdikc ga\'e us 
a ~loriously long, laughing intt'n•k·w on 
the night last sprin~ ht· won hi~ si:t.:ond 
Pulitzt.·r for "Rahhit At RL-st" - hi!<( 
news. wa.~ it not. though no othl"T TV 
show thought so. 

OYer ,he ye:1r; we werc the only 
hroau,ast tll.~'s ou1fi1 in town 1hac ever 
hinted 1hat wortls and opiniom were a 
hig Boston industry. 

:,.,:ighr aft<:r ni~hl. of <..'(mr,;1..., the :-.~pk 
11f tht: Tc:n O'Clock Nl.·ws was not 
poetry but polltics. Giscir<.I <.l'Est1ing. 
(;:i.ts...:ha Hmhdczi, :md Gt.'orge Bush 
dmppnl in. Anthony Lewis of the Nt-w 
York Times v.~1.-; an almost regular 
visitor; as w:is Richard R:1i.nes of th<: 
Boston Phoi.:nix. aml the: late Gcoffocy 
<iodsdl of thl· Chri.-.tian Scicnci: 
:\1<mitor. 

I hope I am not the only intcrdcwcr 
whosi: favoritl· moment~ wi:n: more the 
qucstions lhan the answcr;_ I told John 
Silber in the 1990 go\'ernor's r..1.ce that 
he and c:1pper Chuck D of l'uhlk Enemy 
had jointly dis<:m·1..·11:d thl· l'ntr:rtainmcnt 
\"alue of social anger. ··Did you e,·er 
think of your.;df :ts a r.1p ~roup?'" I ask
cu. The question was :m "at.·t of 
(kspcr.uion," Silht.·r n·pliL·u. \\'hy didn't 
I i:omp:m .. • him to Harry Truman? 

I :tsknl Sn1ator Edward Kt:nnt'd)', 
c:ffly in 111<: intifad;1, why the Palesti-



nians - alone, it seeme<.I. among the 
wretched of the earth - had never had 
a visit from him. ·when Governor 
Dukakis, in a live interview in 19H9. 
dismissed the sc:mdal of legal tee• 
splitting and profiteering by s1;11c S<:n:ne 
Presitlent William Bulger, I cr:tcked that 
Dukakis W.IS sounding more like Ronald 
Reagan on Ed Meese than the old 
scourge of M:1ssachuse11s corruption. 
Dukakis's st·vcn-fold answer in that case 
echoed longer than tht: (Juestion: 
"Chriswpher! Christopher! Christoper! 
Christopher!" he said, and then 
"Christopher. Christopher. Chri~topher!" 

Why. then, tlid the station kill our 
pmgmm? The official story was that 
money and editorial C<.>nsiderJtions 
were mixed up in the decision. BUI 

which wm, it re;tll)' - monq• or 
editorial? The mixing sealed the 
mystery. WGBH manager.; shifted from 
one foot 10 the other in thdr explana
tions. When reporter.; and unions 
pressed money questions - why. for 
ex:unple, coull.l not WGHH find just 3 
percent of its S 105-million budi;:ct tor a 
barcbones news effort? - tht: answt'r 
c;tmc back that, well, it wasn't just 
money, it was time for ;1 change. When 
questions bore down on progr.unming 
- like: why 1101 kill some of the syn
dicated cooking shows bdore cancdling 
your award-winr1ing loc:11 news prt'· 
~ence? - rhc station's answer had to do 
with mont.-y; in effect, that ne'A'S for a 
single market is e.,pensive and, besides, 
Massachusetts is in a nxcssion. (WGHH, 
however, pmjecting 2 per cent gmwth 
this year, ha~ appcan::d recess.ion-proof.) 

The news staff volunteered to cut its 
budget 20 per ccm and an industry 
lobbyist wrote to the station president, 
"if it is a funding problem I am sure that 
the business community ,,,ould rally to 
its supon, if given any encouragement 
at all." But the s1:11ion never showc:d the 
petitioners or us any bart;ail"ing room. 

Many people fell they never heard a 
good reason why the news on WGHH 
had to die, so many people invented 
their own ~'xplanations. Some askeu 
reflexively if we were being puni.shed 
for airing Arab voices and critics of 
Israel m·c:r the rears. The truth ,vas that 
we'd aired many more Jewish voices and 

friends of lsmd; :md many of 1h1: lat· 
tcr, induding Afan "Chutzpah" Oer
showitz, curnt:<l out to be militant for 
saving our program. 

Some gu,·ssed that our undoing had 
hc"Cn the lleliher.uc, unblinking ell.lmina
tion we gave the Mappclthorpe photo 
show when it c.unc 10 Boston. But this 
theory didn't work either. Our Mappk· 
thorpe show had in fact provoked ;l 

determined complaint to the l'CC, hut 
station manai;:ement h;1d encl/ur:lged us 
all along to share 1\fapplethorpe's 
kinkiest images with the TV audience. 
Then, as the 'fen O'Clock News was 
dying this spring, our Mapplethorpe 
coverage won a New England Emmy. 

In the fanciful casting around for 
covert pressures against us, some 
suspected that the relent less Senator 
Bulge.r had playc-cl :tn unfriendly hand. 
'J\vo years earlier, when we located the 
money trJi.1 from the developer of 7'> 
State Street to Dulger's bank account. th(· 
Senate President refused 10 be inter
Vil.:wed but sent many indirc·ct n1111-

plaints about our covcr.1ge. One WGDH 
('_xecutivc cautioned 01e 1h;11 the "arts 
community" felt we'd heen hard on 
Bulger. The ;lflS ('OlllffiUllity? Yes, he 
said, the station had been importuned 
personally by George Kidder. the chair• 
m;m of the Boston Symphony hoard, 
:rnd Ann Hawley. thc-n of the 
Massachusetts Arts Council. l could 
hantly believe my car.;. ''This isn't the 
'arts community.' " I said. "These arc: 
people who get cash g,JlllS from UiU 
Bulger in the state budget - and shame 
on them for running his err.inds at 
wc;nH." Bulger is known fi)r his 
ohsessive pursuit of endless feuds. But 
still I cannot bdievc that WGBH 
management gaw in lo his belly-aching. 

My own thcorr about the decision 
that killed the news is less sinister than 
sorrowful. I think one 1:ml of WGHH's 
identity consumed the othC'r. for yc-ars. 
two mentalities had co-existed in one 
respect<.'(] logo: one face of WG HI I w:1s 
the public broadeast st:ltion for Boston; 
the other was a nation;1l production 
house. With pmgmms like No,-.1, Master• 
piece Theater and Frontline, WGBH had 
Ix-come the main contributor to the PBS 
m.:twork schedule. WGBH, in my view. 

was not sufl'<:ring a case of schizo
phrrnia. Hmht-r ii was t,njoying th(' 
vitality of Dr. Doolittle's lovable two
headed pushmipullyu. One end served 
the other. WGBI-I had turned tht: Boston 
Pops and Cambridge's Juli;1 Child into 
national institutions; and il had turned 
its PUS prominence into a local asst·t. 
"li't the bal:mce was not as s1:1ble :ls th(' 
pushmipullyu·s. w<;n11·s ·national' 
budget. pumped up by oil companies 
and other corpora11: undt:rwritl·r.-. gnw 
0111 of all proportion 10 the 'Ioctl' has<:. 
And at some poim WBGH 11111s1 havl' 
decided it had graduated out of the old 
neighborhood. They must ha\'(' bt'('ll 
tired of our hometown cdchri1ies. tirt'd 
of our village i;quahhles, tired of Bill 
Bulgcr's badgering. tired of me. And so. 
as I doped it 0111. I hey killed I h(· 'kn 
O'Clock News. 

I had no grounds for bitterness. \'fr'd 
had a good run, a vcrr long one as TV 
lifetimes an: countt'd. And as my mother 
used to say, calling us in fmm thl' 
ballfield. "all good lhings l'Ol!K' lO an 
em.1:· I wasn't surt' mrsdf, as I ~aid 
wh<:n we announted that the axe had 
fallen. "whethn 10 dwdl on tlw infinite· 
privik'ge of hdng here, a free voin·. for 
almost I<; yc:ars; or to dwdl on tlK infi
nill' disappoimmem th:u our tinw in 
Louis 1.yons·s sc-at is up." 

Tht'n c:imt• tht' m:1il. fn)m lmrnln•tls 
and eventually thousands of frk·nds 
we'd never met. None 1oud11:d 111l' mon· 
than the copy of a note to WGBII prcsi• 
dent Henry Becton from l.oub Lrons\ 
step-daughter. Sheila King: 

)csterday, on E:t~ler !iunday, my 
hushanll. ~on and I went to Mount 
Auburn Cemetary. Over at thl: 
Willow Pond. our dl·Stin:11ion, 
thlTC was :1 disturhann·. An 
undc·~round tn:mor rumbled tlw 
eanh, ant.I the ducks ;ind gc('.SC 

wcrr in dii,army. Louis Lyons wa~ 
turning over in his gr:we. Th1: 
news that Ch:mnd 2 i$ consickr
ing dropping the 10 O'Clock 
News had r1.';1thed him. along 
with the n~,t of the concerned and 
l.itemtc community he had inform
ell, enlightened and, yes. enter
tained for so m:llly ycan; . . . May 
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the rumble frnm Mt. Auburn 
spread for milt's :1rnund and rock. 
your shortsighted boat. 

It was an unexpecu:d blessing, from 
a woman I'd nev1:r met. to he called 
Louis's suetTssor, "an alternative voin· 
of ~1.son and passion:· It also suggcs!l::d 
to me that Louis would have struggled 
against ()ur cancellation, and that we 
must n:ad our marvelous mail not just 
;1s hc:nedk·tion but as a c:11! to a ,·enain 
kind of hank. 

In tact we had never known the :1udi
cnC'e was there. not anyway with the 
numbers and articulate outrag(.' that 
made:: a real fi~ht to save us. Among 
other things, we got a lesson about 
lcuer-writing pOwt'r in this supposedly 
illitcr.uc age. This, for example, from 
R.W. of Boston, to th1: chairman of the 
WGBI-1 bo:utl: 

Like, a thief in 1he night ... like 
the plunderers of the:: C:ilifornfa 
groves, you fell I hl' talles1 red
wood in the night and face us 
with your chainsaw arrog:1nce. No 
discussion. do the deed. axe com
pletely public comment. 1rust 1101 
the people. What an app:1lling 
travesty of all that WGBH has 
stood for. Revulsion and disgust 
with this destructive. surreptitious 
,md deceitful :iclion. Reconsider. 

H.R. of Brookline said the 'lbl 
O'Clock News had seemed to her, 

to 1mnspose the hcst of the 19th 
Century New England sensihili1y 
to the dcm:mds of thi1t monu:ntt 
momlly earnest. quirky. t:oum
geous, ck.irsightcd. hopeful, 
goofey. energetic and beauty 
loving. 

V.M. from Ma.rtha's Vineyard wrote. 

We have watdJ(.'d i.t srnmhle, pick 
itsdf up, grow stronger. holder. It 
is unfailingly interesting and 
heyond that has an incegrit )' that 
is ran- in rnos1 network shows. 

WGBH contributors were furious that 
the station had pitched for pledges all 
thmugh the month of M:trch, and only 
with that monl')' in hand announ<:ed 
lhc Glllt:dl:ltion of thl~ news. "We're not 
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in it for the tote hags," wrote A.M. from 
Hoston University. People wrmc. "we 
don't think of it as 'our' station 
anymon:." 

The nevvspapcrs hy this point were 
making us a c:1use - especially the daily 
<;Johe and the weekly Phot'nix. but also 
the Boston University Fn:·c Press and (]1e 

far.m,,ty Los Angeles Times. Actually 1he 
Globe's TV columnist, Eel Siegal, kissed 
us off -we'd always been low-tech and 
solemn for his 1aste: hut the Globe's 
political columnists rallied all the 
stronger. - confirming that the 'len 
O'Clock Nc;-ws had always had its 
citizenship in the land and the sensi
bility of the editorial op-ccJ pages. not 
.in TV-land. 

"If The lcn O'Clock News goes;· 1hc 
Glob<:' commented in its lead editorial 
on April 26. ''WGl3H will have largely 
cut its anchor line 10 Boston ... With
out loc1l pmgr.1mming, w<;n1-1 might a.5 

wc-11 be a windowless production mill 
at the end of an ROO Jin<: i.n. say. Atl;mta 
or Salt Lake City." 

Yes. we were so ench:um:d w_itl1 the 
mail and the dippings 1h;11 we mistook 
the sound 1111d fuq 1 for our ~alva1ion. 
WGDII. as it turncd out, was not to hc 
moved. As S.0. of Sudbury wrote to thl· 
president of the sr:uion: 

Au<.len, thinking of Yeats. 
despaired that poetry made 
nothing h,ippen. Apparently 
WGBH :1grces. ignoring so many 
eloquent picas from Gre,uer 
Boswnians IO continue 1his fine 
program. 

The form letter fmm stition managers 
promised instead a studio talk show on 
local public affairs, admittedly a money
saver without reporters or cameras in 
the field. 

We wt·ll;'. accustomed to taking :1 

break at the end of every May for 10 
days of WGBB's fund-r:;1ising auction. 
This year rnl May 30 we hurit:d the 
News for good. There ~-as something of 
Lite magazine about the last show. 
Reporter Diwid Boeri, our sleuth. 
unveiled the Store 24 TV spot too hot 
to be aired hecau~e it mentioned con
doms. Meg V.1illanc:011n did ;u1 autumnal 
interview with the most voluble pol of 

our timc, former mayor Kevin WIJjte. 
John Hashimoto revised the Big Bang 
theory of creation. Hope Kelly. whose 
specialty was the Wry and the Poignant, 
covered the Charlestown lligh School 
prom. Marcus Jones put a shimmer of 
show husincss on a scmpbook history 
of The 'Jen o·ctock Nt--ws. Tht· we,uhcr 
line from Betsy Meyer noted that ours 
was not the only not:ible ckath on the 
date. 560 years earlier on May ~O Jo;m 
of An: had heen hurnc<l at the s1akl'. Co
anchor Carmen fields l'clchrated not 
just the "different drummer'' hut our 
daring "to ~1ru1 10 that difft'rt:nt beat." 
l tried 10 thank the lcttn writers who 
"kn(.'W what we were <.loing and how 
·we loved doing it. Nobody's given up 
hope that we: will find a way to do it 
ftg~iin:· 

I kept wondering what would Louis 
Lyons have said. And then I stumhlccl 
on one of his old commentarics that 
seemed a perfect par:;1hle. He was <.'om
menting 20-somc yc;1rs ago on the harcl 
fate of native lettuce and the 1rut:k 
gardeners who'd grown ii around 
Boston all hi~ life. 

It is worth a markt'I campaign in 
the interest of 1he consumer, to 
give him a chance to huy opcn
head green salad lettuce. Much of 
the year il is :1lmost impossible 10 
come by. Tht· markc·ts prefer the 
hig cabbage-like solid white
c·entercd heads of iceberg, for two 
reasons. They can buy it by the 
carload from California. And it 
holds up in the store, no matter 
how long it cakes to sell it. It has, 
in short, :1II the marke1 virtues of 
thl' How.m:l 17 strawberry. a st:1ple 
market product, which has the 
dumblc and other qualities of a 
wooden nutmeg. For a salad
conscious !Xlpulation. it is nothing 
short of commercial crime that 
the only lcttuct' fit for a tossed 
!,;II.Id is pral.,k:illr squt.'C'✓..t:d out of 
the market. 

As we ~truggk to r:dnvem a Boston 
news tmdition. lc·t it inspire us and let 
ii t:onsolc Louis 10 note that the 
rt.."'ioun:dul ~hopper cm s1i.lJ find Boston 
k:ttucc in the markets. D 



Africa And Central Europe 
The Media and Strengthening /Jernocratic Institutions 

Bill Kovach 

F 
~r 1he past ~ec~<.le the n.'\·olution 
m commumcauons hrouglu about 
by the technology of the com

puter and the communications satelli1e 
ha,,e fundamemally changed the rela
tionship hetween people and 1hdr 
governments. In country after country 
the tlow of unrestrictc.'() infom1ation :md 
compcting ideas which the communica
tions rt.-volution has sci loose in the 
world heralds the doom of centralized 
dictatorfal governments and highlighted 
in country atter country 1he <:rucial role 
of a vigorous and independent press. 

Much time :mcl atten1ion has heen 
pai<.I to the role of the press in such 
times of t·hange. What has been less 
studied and is less understood is the role 
of the press in the.: afterma1h of these 
changes, its role as a cacalyst in building 
a hody of knowledge and information 
upon which a people can come 1oge1her 
and express their interest in their own 
governance. Thafs tht' role on the 
ageo<la. 

Frank Ferrari 
Following last yt'ars' meeting the 

institute bad a number of meeting.~ with 
Congress. with the private sector and 
;1id agencies on 1he economics of 
Southern Africa and expansion of tr.tin
ing opportunities in Africa and a major 
.African-American contcrence in Cairo 
which cook place immediately before 
the beginning of the Persian Gulf War. 
Throughout these discussions am.I 
meeti1,~ and following the changes in 
Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union 
one recurrem theme was "What will 
happen to Africa ·s imerest ?" 

In a report recently published by 1he 
Chicago Council on Foreign Relations 
on American public opinion and foreign 
policy, apart from the high in1eres1 

r.11ings to Europe am.I the Soviet Union, 
only South Africa and Nigeria appear on 
the.: List of countries of i.ntcn:-st 10 both 
the publi(· .and leaders. Within that 
listing it is significant that only 1wo 
African leaders have a high visibility 

r;uing. Thq· art' Nelson Mandela and 
F.W. de Kkrk in 1h,1t order. So percl'p
tion of issues impat:ts on th{, rdation
ships tha1 lake place ou1sidc.: with n:-gard 
to the press and to 1he c·stahlishml'nl ()I 

dcmtlcmtie io,1i1111ions. 

Keynote Address 
James Hoagland 

rm going 10 makl' a Washington Post 
presentation tonight. Those of you who 
know the Post as the world's greatest 
unedited newspaper will unclerstantl 
what I mean. You can find a page-one 
story anrwhere in our ne,vspaper. It\ 
going to be a vc.:ry frec-t1owing. infor
mal and unedited kind of presemation. 
That approach is hd1>ed by the subjet·1 
assigned me - to drJw S()mc compari
sons and perhaps make some contrJsts 
bet wec1\ Ccntr:,l Europe and Africa, the 
process for dcmocc-.icy, rhc .~earch for 
dt:mocr.ic.,~ an<l the media's rolt: in that 
in both .1reas. 

It's important to look back on our 
own personal experiences and co try to 
develop some principles out of tha1 
perhaps. I am fonunate to have worked 
for one ne;,·wspaper for the last 25 yl·ais 
:md to happen 10 have come w The· 
\V:tshington Post at the time when it 
became a national ncwspapn and lx-ga11 
to be a great newspaper. Before 1h,ll it 
had hecn primarily a local newspaper 
and thanks to :1 pact 1hat was struck 
betwC{'n Ka1h:1rine Graham. 1hc
puhlbhcr of the newsp~tper, and Ben 
B,Jcllee whom she hire<l as the execu
tive c.:<litor with :1 commitment on both 
thdr parts to producing an t'xccllc.:nt 
newspaper. H is th:tnks 10 1ha1 that The 
Washingwn Post has ht'come a news
paper that I think is respected in many 

parts of the world. In both Afrk.1 ,lllll 
Centr.11 Europe it is import.nll to look 
:u owner..hip pauerns hcc·ausc I think 
that Ont' of the ll'.SSOllS of Amc:ricm 
journalism is th,11 as .reporters an.: only 
as goocl as their las1 story. nnvspapc.:rs 
arc really only as goo<.! as their cdi1ors 
:1m.l publishers and nw1wrs make IIKm. 
Thnl'. arl: :l numh~·r of 11~ who hav(: 
worked l<>r excellent ncwspapl'l'S and 
who have seen that pri1Kiple in :iction. 
Then· :1n· :11 le:1s1 :1 ft•w of us who h:tvl' 
worked on nnvspa1>(TS without l"Xl"d

lent owners and who haw put their 
narrow commerdal i111erc~11, hdim: thl· 
health of journ.1lism, the-ht·,dth of thdr 
community, ,Uld, indc.:nl. the hl:ahh of 
their nc-w~papc-r,, in thl· long run and 
have sufkrnl for it. 

17Je sixth am11U1/ cm{/enmn, w1 tlJ<.> 

media in 1\(ria1 co-s/Jon.w,rocl f>)' 
fbt• Nirmum Fo111ule1tion at l·lar
ll<1rcl Unive,:~i~)• ,md tbe A_/i·ic,m
t111wriam Institute was beld April 
30 - M"y I. /'}')/ at /be l·larl'ard 
Facully 011b in Cmnl,rit(r:e. 
ftfassacuset/s_ 11111.se exa•11>ts Jhim 

tbe trt111sai/)t u•ert' pn-1wn.•<I l~l' tbe 
Nieman Foundation. 

Fall 1991 41 



As journalists, ,lll of us Girl. an<.! par
tkuh1rlr those of you in ~ ra[lidly ch:.UlK
inµ situation in :1 pnu:css of dcmocr:1-
1i:r..:ttion. <.:an look to your si.:lf imcn:st 
in tryin~ to influcn<:c thc ownnship 
situation in your counrrics. \\'hal an: the 
law.~? t-low do you lohhy? lfow do you 
particularly c:stahlbh and maintain 
~,andartls uf cxcclkncc that \1.:ill makc 
it difficult for :my m,·ner to chan~c the 
kind of pact that they do make and 
should make or any ncw owncrS to 
<lilutc what you :L~ joumali~ts ha\'e done. 
It n·ally is something chat you can 
ai:romplish :md cm hold to n.·ry high 
s1andartls. 

The second point I \\,mtcd co try to 

make and perhap.~ to µ<.1 you co dt"\dop 
:1 liuk hit with mt." conct·rns of crnusc 
the natur«: of the market and how both 
in Centr.tl Europe and in Africa one of 
thl· hiµ <:hangcs that is ~oin~ on i~ a 
moH· to a frn·r economic system and 
,1 mo\'c to a markc;t system. \\'hen I wa~ 
in ~toscow a f(_-,.v months ago I was 
fascinatnl tu di~cowr that really the 
only functioning market today in che 
Sm·ict llnion is the medfa. Tht· nn.•:s
parer.-; the~ ha\·e c:.1n·ed out m:irkets of 
thdr own. 'l'h<:y h:tn: thdr own 
subs<:rihc::rs and this hecame \'cry 
:1pp:trt.'nl when ther heg,m to ahandon 
Gorhacht'\·. The people who h:td ht:en 
made n:al edit<>l1i and ~Otten corurol of 
the newspaper.-;, gonen their own 
hmlt,tels through ~lasnost, found that 
their readers wen; frm:ing them tu 
choose hctwcen Gorhache,· anti 
them.~eJyes. It WJ..'i fa_-;cinating to see th.it 
thcy stay<..--d with their mark<.,: and lx-gan 
10 \'cry \'chememly criticize Gorhache\' 
:md to :iccuse him of ha,·ing ahandoni:d 
the <lemocr.ttic ways that he h:1d 
;1d11p1nl. 

\\-e live in an era where increasingly 
people feel that go\'crnmcnts :in: ou, of 
thl"ir lk-pth. lnn1~asingly thl· mt:dia ha~ 
a mu<.:h morc imponant mk to ()lay :mu 
not a less imporc:mt mlt' to pbr Th:tt 
()uh a heavr n.-~ponsihility nn us all ant.I 
partkularly on those who art· ilwoln_"{] 
in cn·:icing new rules. in c:n:atin~ new 
formab :ind th:1fs wh:it :111 of you ht·rt· 
arc doing, din:ctly or indin:<.:tly. 

\~'hen I t1rst went to Afric1, then: w~s 
:-.omcthing in the air then of the s:ime 
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kind of feeling you fed in Ccmr:11 
Eump<: today. That is a ~cll!'>t.: of the 
wichdr.iwal of a fordµn control. With 
the n·tn:ating, dcp:trtin~ fon:isn rule 
went ~uprmedly manr of the vice~. 

~hu:h of (he 1yr.mny we now han: in 
Ccntml Europe::. allhouµh ii\ hqi:inninJ! 
to fade. I w:ls in lkrlin b:-t wtTk and 
you hcµin to ~t:l· the euphoria ka\·ing 
,ind thc dcpr~·-~sion hc~innin~ in set it. 

Conference Participants 
kui ,s.~111jo. :Xi~·m,m Fdl11\~·. Fidd l'n,d11~·••r/ 

Jnurnali!,1. Pnrcugui.:~l-Bn,;11Jrns1it1g 
Corpor.uion. Spain 

Dt•nr \'i'inston B;ip:, :'l:icm;in Fellow. Assis-
1:mr l:ditor, --~dghhorhoot.ls"' Tlw 
Couricr-Journ:.11. Louiwilk. KY 

11:ahr.il rlla~·-AmihlTC, :'>lkman Fdlnw. 
Former Puhlbhcr/Editor, Th<: lndcpc
dmt, (;hana 

Fcrn;mt.lo Cano, :'\ieman Fellow. Edilor-in
Chicf. El Espccla<lor. Colomhi.:i 

John C;ul~on. ;\/k·ni;m Fdlow, Jow;i City 
Ourt·au <:hid. The lk:; :.111incs (!<}\\'JI 

Rq,.:ister 
Raj Chrngappa, 'licman 1=..-now. Spcd:il 

<:orrt"spomk-nl. India "!i>day 
Vivian Lmn·ry lkrryck, Prnidt·nt. Thl· 

Afric:m-Amerkan ln~tinm: 
.\!aria Dunin-~a~ov.·11:z. 'licm:111 Fellow. 

Dcpuly Ernnomil.: Editor. l'rZl·~:1<.l 
Tygodniowy, Pol,md 

Ila,· Ekpu. E<litor-in-Chid. :-.lcws~;m.:h 
~igcri:i 

·cimy Ek-umunor. :--ii:m;m l'dlow, 1h~i~,;mc 
Editor. Thi!. "\J;cek. 'lii,.:eria 

Fc-.mk E. f-erc-.iri, Senior \'ice Prcs1tknt. The 
Afrkan-Aml·ricm ln~tilUlt.· 

( :;1nnt·n fiekb. An...-hor/lkportcr. ~'G!lH;l"\· 
:",[anise Fili1a, i\"kman Fl'llow. Scnior Jour

nallsc. 'lbng;i. Oroa<lc:-1.,ting Commis.,;ion, 
'lbng:i 

Tim Gia~o. :\'innan FdkJw, Puhli~hcr Thl· 
Lakota (South l)ak1>1a) Times 

Joel (,n.-cnhc~. Nieman Fellow. ~,:st Bank 
lkponcr. Jcru.,:ih;m Po~I. l~rJd 

.\t.m.:ia Slocum Gn:eno:, :'>lil·man fd\i)\~·
Reponer. The "\J;'a~hini,.:lon Pmt 

J:mlt."i Hoa,!?.lantl, <:hicf Cor~spondcnr :md 
A.~~oci:itl· Editor. Tlw \l;t~hingto,n l\)~I 

C;1ml Jenkin~. Anchor, :\'BC:IY :\'l·1.,;s, :\t.w 
'lbrk 

E. J. Kahn, Jr .. Staff Corre~pondcnt, The 
:\l'W 'lbrkt"r .\1:1µ;1i'.inc 

Hill Krn·ach. Cur.1tor, :'<licm;m Found;uion 
:1t llan·;utl I 'ni,u~ity 

Jim L111dt"r... fon:iy.n hli111r, Dall;L~ :\tomin)! 
',;cws 

Jcnnikr lxwin~1on. '.':ieman fell,,w. 
~·a~hin~ton Bureau Chkf. The C.lohc 
;md ~fail. Cin;Kfa 

l'cil·r Marck. Reportt.·r, ll:tdio Forum, 
:>;;uional Forum Foundation 

li>1n .\l:-1.,lantl. (,cncr:tl Editor. lmcmational 
lkp;1rlml'lll '.'lll·wsw,·d: 

"Ik1mi :\1:tzw;1L s,:ni,lr As.~ist;m( Editor. ·111c 
SOWt.'l;lll. Sou(h Afric1 

'lhry :\1diuirl", Senior \'in· l'rnilk-m, 
American :\'ewspapcr Puhli~her~ 
,\ssod;ition 

Dak ~ki:r~lclppa, Nieman Fellow, hlUCl· 
tion ~·r1tcr, The Philadelphia lnquirn 

Rapitsc :\lontsho. Fxeculivc l'rodu...-cr. 
South Afric;i :--;_,w, Snuth Afrka 

Lui~ Alheno :i11ircno. :\c.·inlJn FdlO\Y, 

Dirn.:tor. T\' Eloy. Colombia 
Thom;is \li)f1:;tn. :\ktmpoli(:m Reporter, 

Tlw Nt"w \i.)rk Tinws. Pri:sidi:nt, 
:'>lation:J.I A~s1x:i:11ion of mack Jm1m;tlists 

\lakau .\lutua. Director. Africa Pmjeu. 
l.a\\'ycr.. ( :ommit1t·t· li>r I lum:m Riµlns 

Geo~e :'>;e;,\ull, Editorial P:l~t· Edilor. The.· 
~'ichita 1';1!,:k-lk;1cnn 

Joe i\"diti1r. R:ulio Camcroon 
Kn·in Nohk't. Nkm;m Fdh1w, Burl·au 

Chkf. Associated Pres.~. Chile 
\la~arcl :\o\'kki. Fditor-in-( :hid. Africt 

lkporl 
l'mf. I'. Any;1111:" :--.: y1111µ ·_,, I h;a<l of 

Pro~c-.inunes. Thc Africm ,kadciny of 
Sciences. Kc.·n)~• 

Danicl l':1~sl·t11. Editor, \\ilrld P·Jpt•r 
Ana 1'11~;1. :\'it·man fcllow, I.min AmeriGm 

( :orrcspondent. l louston ( :hronide 
Barhar:1 Ro~s. 'licman 1:cllow. Reporter 
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In Afric:1 the fon::ign<.•n; ha,T hc..Tn ~mw 
for :1 long timi:. The..· politit:al systems 
am.I thdr many faults have rnkitkd aml 
are no longer ;1ssoci:1t1:d with thi: simpk 
act of ~c..1ting ,I for<.·i~ni:r to kavc. 
'l'hi:rdon·. in many ways. pcrhars. for 
Africt the tr-Jnsition and chc ch:mgcs 
will bi.: more diffirnlt in thl· ~hort run. 
!Jut what has haprx:nnl in Cl"lltr.tl 
l:uropL· ran l)I; ;t tn:mcndm1s cx.Jmpk. 
a tremendous inspiration perhaps. for 
the rest of thi: world and n·n.1inly l(lr 
Africa. 

IKI me throw out one final topic. the 
way in which the changes in Ccncr:11 
Europe will afftTt thi: rx·rcq1tion of till" 
rt.:St of the world and th1; l lnited .'iutcs 
and partkularlr among govcmmt'nt 
offidals. the Conp,rcssm;m, the aid 
officials. who proYidc fon·i~n aid 10 
Afrk:1 :ind mother parts of 1lw world_ 
My sense now is th:u we art.: mm·in~ 
into an cr.i when nmdi1ionali1y will he 
made political as wdl as l"t:onomic In 
th<.· coming yi:ars you will sec all 
Aml."ricm, :md pcrh:1ps muc..·h Eurnpl·an, 
fo£l.'i1,tn aid tinl to dl·mocr,Ky. I wou!d 
,U),'l.le th:1t chc pn,.;s should suppon that. 
Th<: pr<.·s:-, should he; al thi:- ti.H,:front of 
trying 10 sh;tpc a scnslti,·ity to the..· fan 
that l"rtitnl St.tti:s. ~btt.:rn European 
i.:ountrics. han: seen the: kind of 
drJmatk ch:to~c occur in Ccntr.il 
Europe. They are seeing dr.1m,uic..· 
ch,mw: :!lthoui,:h it"s still not cnou~h in 
South Africa_ The arc: indeed seeing 
change in many Afrkan <-·oumril·s 
whc:rc dialogui.: h,ls hq~un. dn·tions 
h.i\·c pmduci:<l pt:accful chan1,tc and 
tht:rt: is no longer ~oing 10 ht: :i 

reticcnct' to (k·maml that prn1,trr·ss 
to,,.1rd dcmm:c:K-v hl· a condition for 
n-rdving lixd~n aid an<l pi:-rhaps we 
will g1;t to the: happy day when fordgn 
itwcstmt.:nt will :llso bc linkn! in somi.: 
t;Joii.:mi:ll ,,:1r to that. 

BARBARA RO!-S - Could you 
explain a little: bit orr the 1..·rn1dition:llit\· 
stuff? Scnmdly, umkJ you ;1dd11:ss the; 
issue of at what point these papen; 
shouldn't follow wh:n thdr R'illkn; 
,,..,mt? I think that ifs intl·rr·sting to hear 
you talk ,lhout thi: prt.:s~ in 11w So\'ict 
l 'niorr succc<.·ding bc:cause in some 
inst:rncc:s they'rc..- givirrg up on 
Gorhadw·, and l"n- lw:trd \'ladimir 

Vcssenski all year saring thcy·re only 
<.loing this to sell ncw~papcn;_ It's 
outr.i.icous and iC~ tht.: same kind of 
stuff I hear in :"l:<."W '!'brk saying we·l"t' 
only writinK sex and gossip to sell 
ncwspapi:n;. 

A - On condition.11ity, what rm t.tlk
ing ahou1 is simply that in the past the 
ll\1 F. the \ll;brl<.1 Bank. l lSAID h:t\T ~ct 
n·rt:tin <.·corromic..· conditiorrs for givirrg 
,lid. You haw to haw hud~ct suh~idil·s 
of a c1;rtain pcri.:1;nt~gc, you 1:an·1 print 
too much money. But they"ve always 
shk·d .iway fmm or ac k:m chcy i;ay they 
shy away fn>m (with C:'(('<.·ptions), <.·on
ditinnin~. that is, not ~r;mtin~ aid or 
gr.mting aid a~ a result of political 
ch:1rrgc:. That attitude_· will be :l thin1,t of 
the past \'1;ry soon. lkc:msc, first of all. 
the hi[>ol:tr system. the Cold \\;tr, the 
,_.11d of tht.• Cold War. tlw ;1rri\':1I of tlw 
t \..,-ili!Zht of till" Cold \11;\tr, whkhn·i.:r ,,:1,
you w;mt to look at it, means that we 
lo the l lnited St:ncs :ind many gowrn
ment~ irr \\btnn Eumpc no longer have 
to compt:lc with the: Sm·ic:I t:nion and 
no longer ha\'e to ha,·c client ~utcs_ 
There will have to h1; a n<.·w set of 
nitcria tor gi"ini aid and I think till" 
only way to gi.:1 puhlk support for 
f<.n~ign aid is to m:1kt' it an instrurnl'nt 
of hringing dcmocr:acy. The..· altl'rn:uivc 
h c11mpk1c aholiti11n of fon·i~n aid br 
thi.: l '.nitc<l States and J think that wt:·~ 
not far from that. 

The second topic is a lot more fnn of 
course_ Kitty Kelley, ;-.;:mcy Sinatra. 
Nancy lka1,tan. Frank Sinatra -
whoops. who know~~ \1r r<:artion to 
thc: llL"\Vspap(:rs irr :'>ioscow sdlirrg ncws
r.ipers by critizin1,t Gorbachc.T is terrific. 
That\ 1,trr·;n pm~rcss. I cm un<lu~tam! 
that (;orbad1<.-,,.· might not feel thi.: same 
":1y and obviously doesn't. What is ~·n
sationalism. what is news! \\-t could 
spend the: whole <;onfcrem:e on th;t(_ 

WIH:n thi:-New \brk Times puhlishes ii 
is it news am.I not sc:nsationalism? \ll;"hcn 
the..· t:1bloids. vil-i: Yt.:rsa? Th(' a~umrnt 
in terms of foreign news is often fr.tml."d 
as if they di<.ln' t publish the story about 
the Kennedy rape cast', tht:y would 
puhlish an :m:.llysis of politics in ·lbgo 
instt:ad_ J don·t think thq would_ I 
don't think those stories dri\'c out good 
har<.I news. Those stories I think when 

han<.llcd prorx·rly - and they an: nut 
alwavs handkd propc:rly - bring 
readc~ into the paper th;lt w<.· mi~ht not 
h,ffe had other-,·isc and do nu bask· 
harm. 

ROSS - Can I ask a follow-up? I 
waso·t so much talkin~ aboul thi; Killy 
Kdky pan of it. At wh:tt roim do thc..·.,c 
lon·i!,lrr papi:~ learn from our mist:ikt·s 
in going too far? At what point do 1IKr. 
in doin,12; what thq art.: suppo,nl to do, 
prot<.Tt their own cultu["('. ;ind not 
hn·omi.: domin:u<.-d by a \\btcrn cuhun:: 
that ha-. its difkn:nt att1..·ntion span :md 
a diftt'~nt set of interest.~? 

A - rm not as worrkd ;1h11111 that 
:ls nm arc One..· of the thing,, wl'·rc 
going 10 -~~·<.: a~ ,,·<: gc_·t int11 thi~ ycir of 
increased intertlepcndent:e nm amuck i~ 
that ncwsrapers in particular arl." going 
10 h<: 1hc: gu;1nlians of loc_-:11 int<.·r<.·~t ;111d 
or loc!I 1x:r..11nali1y and im.ln·d I would 
say l'\'Cll of national chamt:t1;r and they 
are 1,toing to pby a more importanl roll' 
in tho~· terms. A., hon.lcr.; lxTonw mon· 
-.uppll' and a~ WI:' gc1 ;t lllO\'l:llll'lll ill 

Eumpe cc:rtainly to regionali:,~11ion as an 
:mswt:r 10 lht' many pmhlem.~ - 1h;1( is. 
tlw kind of ~ro11pi1l~, of till" D:mulw 
:-,lall."s lo try lo ~sol\'c tlw pruhlt-ms 1ha1 
:1rr· brought about hy tlw l'nd of 1!w 
< '.old War or till' proc..·os in gc..·1Kr:1I -
n:uional n<..,.·spapcrs :tr~· goin~ 10 lw 
extrxnu:ly importml in keeping n:11ional 
charJcter. I won"t say :tll\'c. hut wry 
h1.:althy as wcll. So I think 1ha1 if ,m, 
takt: the NiR(:rbn newsp:1pi:rs. unkss 
thc:y have ch:mt,:cd a Int in l"t"t'l'nt yc1r.. 
will givi.: The Daily :\n,·:-,. The ,n, 
\brk Post a ~ood run for !h(·ir llh>m·,· 

on coYering local storil's of intl·~st in 
.i very colorful way in a \'(•r} '.\'igcrian 
way :lt tht· '-llllc timc 

THOMAS WlNSHIP - !low Ion~ b 
it going co t.ikc..· for thi.: markc..·tplan· in 
Central Europe..· to hl-conH.· sw1111,t 
c_·rrough to r,rodun· advt·rtising to 

~uppor( indq)t'□dt'nt ncwsp:ipl'rs? 
How\ th:tt for a puhlislwr,;' quc..·.,tion~ 

A - II\ a good qunliml. Do nm 
depend on sl:ttt: c;tpital or fon·i~n c1pi1al 
lil c,c:1hlish rwwsp:ipcrs that will han· 
tht.· kind of rcmunTs that wHI makt· 
tl1(:m Yhthk? ~fany (X:opk would s;iy 

nc_·ithc..·r ,md hoth of those ;111swl'rs an: 
tnrihli:. GiYen the choice lx·twct'n tlll" 
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two I would say that foreign investment 
is probably pretcrable 10 state control in 
Ccnu,11 Europe and it would help break 
1hc pauern. One of the great dangers I 
thil)k. partk:ularly in hroatlc:1s1ing t'.vcn 
more than in newspapers. is that even 
though 1he old governments will be 
gone the cem.r.il r.idio station. the 
national radio transmitter, will continue 
to be used in the same way that ii was, 
with simply different political param
eters put on it. I think anything that c:111 

be done to break up that kind of pattern 
is good, including allowing foreign 
lnvcstmelll am.I thafs why I think it"s 
very important that newspaper.;, jour
nalists he very aware of ;mt! be vcrr 
involved in the shaping of the laws that 
nwer investmem and cover the econo
mic contours oft he nc.-w situation. Ho,-..• 
Jong will it be? Ah, from what I've seen. 
you prohahly know I thi.nk 1he ques
tioner knows more than questionee :11 

this point, hut if you look at Hung;1ry. 
I think there's a gom.l chance there that 
within fiv<: y<:;us thly may hav<: a si1u.1-
tion where you'll have some profit
making newspapers that will then be 
ahle 10 reinvest. rm less op1imis1ic 
:1bou1 C:1.ccholsovakia for a varictr of 
reasons and we have Daniel !'assent 
who could tell us about Pol;md, 
perhaps? What would be your guess? 

DANIF.l. PASSF.NT - In Pol:1nd. 
1bcrc arc some communications that an; 
already making profits. There :,re some 
communications that are <.'.Ktrcmcly 
profitable as this includes new publica
tions like Solidarity, and this :ilso 
includes some old, liberal Berlin
puhlishc."d publications. At t.he same time 
many papers have lasted only a few 
months. Dut most of the press which 
has not been privatized has hcen bought 
by either foreign capital, predom.imu11.ly 
French. or local companies. 

Q - What kind of democr:nic 
rc:forms ar<: you t,11king about? What 
particular br.md of democracy do you 
want them to pr.tcticc? The American 
form of democracy? Secondly. 1bere is 
,Ill etbk-;d question involved. lf you have 
a prohlcm with Saddam or c:vcn in lr.m 
and the people arc sufferini.: and aid 
should go to these places, are you goin!( 
to withhold the aid because Saddam 

44 Nieman Reports 

liussc::-in is not behaving? Those are the 
things that bother me. 

HOAGI.AND - 'lwo ,·cry good 
points. u.'t me deal with the second one 
fir.it, the question was, do you condi
tion :tid to starving people in countries 
like Iraq, or E1hiopi:1 or lr-,m or Sudan 
<)n political rdorm? That would largely 
be humanitarian aid and that's not the 
kind of aid that I \\•~IS talking about. I 
was talking about official development 
aid which is usually project or budgt't 
aid. I think humanitarian aid will con
tinue in its present form and would not 
be affected by what l said. The first 
question w:1s wh:1t kind of standards, 
what kind of criteri;1 could he set? 
Would 1h<:y be either too vague or 
undear or comradictory? The G-24, I 
think has done I think a pretty good joh 
of establishing political <:ri1erl:1 for rhe 
Central European countrks. I think 
that's a good enough start. 

DANNY SCHECHTER - In the gulf 
war what we'n.• ~ecn was 1110s1 Ameri
cans n:l r for their information on tclc\'i
~ion media. Surveys were done at 1h1c: 
Univcrsitr of Massachusetts plumbing 
the hasis of pcoptc·s opinions. The 
study condudcd that the more people 
watched television, th<: less they knew 
ahou1 what w:1s going on, and the less 
informed, they ,letu.illr were. I think 
there's a bias or maybe an unex.1minet.l 
hias. in your remarks that somehow 
c(1u:11e the whole free market with the 
free pr\.-SS, :md ignores the conceotmtion 
of media power. which is an increasing 
pro<:css that's underway: the trend 
to,,..11rd t:1hloid journalism on television. 
tbat is g<.'Uing more .md more dolla.-s 
thrown at it. ,vhereas m:tjor networks, 
including their hureaus in places like 
South Africa. are scaling hack.. Many 
journalists now who work for the 
media, Bernard Shaw, Richard ·nm:lkcld 
and others, went on panels :tfter 1he 
w;ir. saying, we were StKkered, the 
American people never £(:ally knew 
,vhat ,v-.ts going on. We allow<:d our
selves to get into the cmcl situation, aod 
we're locked into ii. and in fact, sclf
ccnsornl our (,wn rcports, :mt! never 
got nccess to th<: whole story, and I 
think when this full story comes out, it's 
going to be a black q·c for Ameril':tn 

tckvision journalism. 
Public television. what there b of it, 

had more diver.-ity of perspective th;m 
commercial broat.l<::1sting - fewer 
gcner-.ils givi.ng all the background 
commentary and the like. 

When they Sil in South Africa and 
watch CNN coming out of Atlanta, anti 
they ~cc the coverage, they begin 10 say, 
is this the model that we \V:mt? That"s 
wh<:re, I think, conditionality, tying 
American aid ine\'itablr with an 
American model of what's right and 
wrong, this a very dangerous, and very 
insidious. And .tctually is antithetical to 
notions of a free press, where people 
have the freedom to define what their 
medi;l should b<:. So I'm worried about 
this, although I appreciate the sentiment 
and the impulse behind it. 

HOAGI.AND - Your n:·marks on 
television correct the absence in mine, 
and I was hoping that somebody would 
do that, since: I don't panicularly know 
:1 lot about television. I was concen
lr-.tting on newspaper.-. 

Q - I'm looking at ii from the 
perspective of reliability. Let's cake the 
American State Ocpartmcot, for 
instance. I happen to have nm into 
sc:rious problems over the years with 
American (diplomats! in my coun1q,. 
because at one point I criticized 
American foreign policy with regartl to 
international terrorism, with just the 
comment of: who is the terrorist and 
who is not? I was speaking in the case 
of Reagan and Qaddafi, side hy side. 
Well, there arc the same Americans, the 
champions of human rights. Now what 
is that talk here about linking this 
democratic process? I really am skeptical 
ahout how one could really count on 
these same people with this kind of 
intelligence when it comes to American 
diplomats. 

A - I'm not here 10 defend American 
diplomats, they can tlo that on their 
own, particularly since American 
diplomats almost got somebodr from 
the Voice of America fired for being 
every so slightly critical of :I.fr. Saddam 
Hussein before August the 2nd, which 
I think r.inks ;ts one of the most stupid 
acts of diplomacy in the histol"}' of the 
world. So it's not surprising to me that 



1hey might have gone to your govern
ment, hut in essence, I mean it is still 
your government that makes 1hc deci
sion whe1her you would be fired or not. 
l don't know wha1 1hc kind of pressure 
that would have been brough1. Dul. 
again, I think the G24 model with Cen
tral fatropc offer.; a model. Make it 
multila1er:1I, much more than it is today. 
1ha1 would provide protecrion. I think. 
from the American ambassador in 
Cameroon feeling it is his duty to get 
you fired because of criticism of Ronald 
Reag:m. 

Q - You mentioned the role th:11 
journalists can play in ownership issues, 
in Africa and Central Europe. I have a 
very hard time seeing how you can 
conceive any role that the individu:11 
can pfar. 

A - Well I 1hink helping establish a 
newspaper or a television network ·s 
rrpu1arion for integri1y is par! of it, 
simply by - I mean you ·w got to be 
blessed with a good owner to begin 
with, th:,t's pan of the prohlem. How 
do you shape the environment? Politk.il 
parties an: intcn:sted for their own 
n:asons. surely, hut you can play some 
.role in having them IJecome interested 
in shaping the ownership environment. 

and prt:tcnding th is as a public issue. 
making sure that tht:rc is a general 
public awareness of this as an issue, 
.mther than accepting it as part of the 
landscape, rather than taking the a11i-
1ude that there's nothing you can do. 

Q - Can you give me an ,-x:implc in 
North America? 

A - The examples I tried to use per
tain to The Washingmn Post; there the 
editor of the newspaper was given an 
opportunity by the owner to establish 
a s1..·mdarcl of excellence th:u has heen 
maintained; and it would be very diffi• 
cult for a new owner today to change 
that st:mdard without paying :i very 
high price. You've got to set that price 
fairly high, I think, for them. or for the 
owners to make changes to that rcpu1.1-
tion. You've got to begin to ,-s1;1blish 
that reputation as a we;1pon. as :m 
instrument. 

Q - I wonder, in. say, Zaire, tryi.ng 
10 keep a fledgling newspaper alive in 
the face of government intimidation. 
whc1hcr thcrc is a d1anm:I 1hat j:i jour
nalist) could reach to some o,:wmii . .ition 
in the United States that's intere~ted in 
press frt'cdom, m~vcr mind anything 
d~c, hut just press frcc,dom, th:11 could 
ring a hell. Can we do more of that kind 

of thing al this end? 
A - Well. I think we ccr1:1inly 

should. 
WINSHJP - We established th<' 

Center for Foreign Journalists, which is 
dedicated to exactly that purpose. 
giving, encouraging, advisinA, how to, 
how to make the good fight. It's hard 
work, and i.fs long. slow work. only 
you people know. damn slow. 

HOAGLAND - Tom, is ANH\ doinA 
very muclJ about this? 

WINSHIP - Very damn little. The 
editors arc much better than tht' 
publisht'rs. They rcall )' arc. 

HOAGLAND - I mean I think Wt' 
sho\1ld all pcrlups keep in the back of 
our minds, or perhaps mnvt· it to tht' 
front of our minds 1ha1 the Amcrkan 
Newspapt:r Publisher.; Association -

WINSHIP - They've Aot all kindi, of 
money 10 help. 

HOAGLAND - ... could do :1 lot 
rurm: than they're doing. 

WINSHIP - Th(; really could. 
SCHECHTER - I would Jikt' to StT 

morr effort madt' within professions -
some of these corporations. giant media 
conglomerates, to <kvo1e sonit· 
resources (() this kind of work. 

Building Democratic Institutions 
Daniel Passent 

Sometimes you say in Poland it is my 
ctsk now to talk and you're to listcn and 
let me know if you are finishnl fir.;1. 

I though1 a ti.-w words about the pre~s 
in Communist Poland would be proper 
here because I assume that some of you 
may have an nvcn;impbficd picture of 
what the press and media under Com
munists were about. The press under 
the Communists was 1101 the primiti\'t' 
Soviet-style of propag,mda, at least in 
the case of Poland. Poland is a country 
with a l:111:c intelligentsia where Com
munist propaganda could not have been 
done in such a simple and rude way as 
it has been dont' in the Soviet Union. 
The Pol.ish people had always close tics 
with Western Europe, wi1h the United 

S1:1tl'S, and had a liberal 1m<lition. So the 
Communists sought to have 100 per 
cent itovcrnmcm-and-party-controlled 
media and to keep the people bmin
washed. isolated fmm the rest of the 
world and from thoughts. facts and 
ideas which the authorities would con
sider subversive. Th is effort never ~uc
ceeded. although there was strong cen
sorship, although there was a full 
monopoly of radio :md !devision. and 
ahhough abou1 80 10 90 per cem of the 
printed mc(]ia was si:11c mvncd at)d con
t rolled D}' the party directly or 
indirectly. 

Still, the Polish people wen.: quite well 
informed about what 'l'\,-;1s going on 
abroad. A certain level of discussion 

wok place. Betwe<:n the lines some 
thini:4-~ l'oukl I-Jc wri11c11 and puhlishnl. 

Thus I would );ay 1ha1 from the pro
fessional poim of vinv. t·thical point of 
view, the k.Yd of journalist ... c:vcn undl'r 
Communists was qui1e high in Pol:md 
and somt' outst:Uldini;t newspaper 
women and llc\vp;1per mcn grt'w up in 
Poland. Many of tht:m still work now 
in the Solidari1y Press in 1lw post
C.:ommuni~t era. Thosc most adherinft 
to the Communis1 line. pcoph: who 
were pany functionaries ,md known :1s 
propagandists who would conduct 
verification of newspapermen. ha\'<.' 
ht't'n dropped. Nevertheless 1he 111:ijor
ity of newspapermen who worked 
under the Communist sys1cm still do 
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work. many of them with dear cons
eicnces. I would even say, for Solidarity 
or the frtc· press now. 

Sceundly, the professional ethical 
standard of journalists in Poland was 
rd:uivdy high. As you know, politics 
and media are always ahout the control 
of the mind, control of the ownership. 
of emsurship. and this fight took plal'C 
un<ll·r the Communist system 100. So, 
whenever then:· were periods of more 
liberal censorship, more liber.11 political 
{positions) the prrss would immediately 
try to gmsp the opportunity and inde
pendently thinking newspapers would 
appear - not necessarily new titles but 
existing 1i1lc-s would suddc-nly become 
lively. independent. :ltt ractive 
puhlications. 

For instance in 1956 when there was 
an :mempt of [liber:1li;,~11ion] of Pol:md 
under Secretary of the Communist Party 
Gomulka, suddenly an obscure student 
llt:Wli!Xlper called Propostu became ver}' 
a11r.1ctive in criticism of St.1linists and 
critidsm of Communists to the degree 
that after two years ii had to he closed 
hy the; au(horitics. Some people who 
established their names I hen :lS students 
playell signitk:m1 mies in 1he nL-wspaper 
husiness and journalists for the next 25 
or more yc-:us and arc still :1l·tive now. 

After the emc·rgence of Solid:irity :111d 
in the late 70's when poli1ical opposi
tion s1:1r1ed to emcl'!(e in Poland, some 
people began 10 publish underground. 
This was a leftist but ,inti-Communist 
opposition which was the source of 
Solidarity and ii was quite successful in 
publishing an underground newspaper 
c1II Rohotnic, "'The Worker." Other, less 
prominent, unllergrounll bulletins were 
puhlisht'd on copy machines. type
written. or handwrittc·n. Thc-y would 
carry general information about the 
rntablrophical situation of the i::ountry 
in tcrms of economics. h,.;alth. ecology. 
Plus they would list all :1rrcsts, 
disappcar.,nces. 

Whc-n Solidarity emerged in the 
summer of 1980. when I was just 
rt'turnini-: from my Nieman year here, 
one of the 21 demand!> posed hy 
Solidari1y was that n-:nsor.;hip hl· 
:iholished and :, free pres~ est.ahlished. 

:"low we ha,·e a completely different 
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!,iluation. \Xl-are closer to the end of the 
huge process of pri\•ati;,~11ion of the 
media. The Solidarity government is 
selling existing newspapers at auctions. 
but not always to the highest bidder. 
Sometimt:S to the bidder who represents 
more a political following or who gi\'(.'S 
better guamntees that he will ,uminue 
a ).:i\'en p:,per on :t, let us say, higher 
professional. or political. or ethical 
level. This immediately opens the: 
possibilities for a new fiRht among nc.·w 
politic:11 forces. With the Communists 
pmctically gone: (they have one or two 
publications that remain. one of them 
actually very successful) the new fight 
is among various political groups within 
Solidarity and, outside of Solidarity, to 
the right, Christitul Democratic n;uiomll
ists. I am sure you know this big deep 
dh·ision within Solillarity. They, of 
n,urse. hoth aceuse each other of enjoy
ing monopoly of the-mc-dia. As long as 
they accu~e each other I think the situa
tion is healthy and it proves that there 
is no monopoly and J wish they would 
continue these acn1sa1ions hccmse to 
some degree both sides arc right. like
any true polticians they aim at 
monopol}'-

Ncw probkms emerged. I will rnc·n
tion only two. One is the finandal sur
vival of the press :incl the threat of 
foreign domination. Some titles 
established under the Communist 
regime have been very successful and 
now private hillders and Solidarity bid
der., want these titles because they 
represent a huge-value. It's a hu~e asset. 
mueh heuer than to sc:irt a completely 
new publication. So the higgest buyers 
were organizations c-onnt'cted with 
Solidacity. whidt haw been ;rward,.;d 
some titles clue to political connec:1ions. 
let's say. and fort'ign corporations. In 
Poland the number one foreign pr-.,ss 
capital is Fr-.mcc; then come the Max
welb the Murdochs and others of 
whom you :in: ;Iii too familiar. 

The Sel'.Oncl 1hrcat is that huge 
domination by right-wing Catholic 
thinking. The Polish political stream is 
now moving l:.1s1 towan.ls a conscn•ativt 
nationalist Christian Democr:uic Poland. 
Thl' Polish Episcopate Catholic (you 
know Poland is 90 per cent Catholic) 

has asked that the clause on the separ:1-
tion uf church and state be dropped 
from the Constitution. Most probably :J 

large part of the press wiU suppon ii for 
political and religious reasons. This i~ 
thl' current si111;ujon in Poland. 

Kabral 
Blay-Amihere 

I.ct me begin my re-marks by telling 
you about one of many sad trutbs the 
Nieman year has vividly confirmed for 
me - that the p.-ess all over the world. 
whether it clajms it c.111 se("'k refuge in 
First A mcndments or other <.:onst itu
tional guara111ces, is held in one way or 
other in some form of captivity. The 
captivity can either he through the 
intJu,·ncc of advertisers, intcrn.u ion;d 
finance capital, cultur.11 prejudices, 
pr.1cism, llrug cartels or, in the case of 
my continent, through shc<.T display of 
power. through the long hand of cor
rupt and :mthoric:irian regimes. What I 
consider the paradox of our ti.mes is the 
re·cognition of the central role the cap
tive press will have to play fadli t:u ing 
development in Africa. 

Somehow. even the very governments 
which oppress the press and people 
envisage a n)!c for the press in the 
development.ii process. Where I come 
from the government hyprocritically 
spends lots of money each year organiz• 
ing seminars which aim at making the 
press an instrument of development. 
Meanwhile, the same govcmment paSS(.'S 
decrees which make it impossihlc for 
the press to b(' what it should be. It is 
1hc proverbial l':1se of the mouse l'aUSing 
the wound and gent!}' licking it in order 
to cont i.nue i ntlic1ing gre:uer injury. 

I was horn at the height of the strug
~le for independence from colonial rule 
in my country. A year after my birth, in 
1951. a protn-na1ionalis1 government, 
headed by the American-educ:ued 
Kwame Nkrumah. w:1s elected into 
shared power with the British. Ghana 
becarm· fully independent in 19'57. In 
those days, freedom w:t, quite a popular 
word that echoed all over Africa. 
Afrk:ms returning from the Second 



-------------------------------------~ 
World ~ar with the prnmiS<.' of :1 m·w 
world onlcr h:iscd on fn:t:dom, took th{; 
coloniz1;rs at thdr won! :md plunged in
to a haHlc for chdr llves. for chdr vny 
dignity :1s pa.rt ofGml\ cn:ation. I was 
lucky to grow up in a frt.:c Chana hut 
ir did not 1ake long for freedom to 
hccornc :m illusion in till" n<:w Gh,ma, 
in the new Africa. 

I[ is significant to note that the whole 
strugS1,lc for freedom from colonial ruh: 
y,•Js brp.clr fadliwtnl hr th<.: inuij.:{;"llOUS 
indcpcmknt pn.:ss. am.J it i:i no accident 
of history that most of the leader.; of 
post-independent Africa h:td thcmsdvl"S 
either het'.11 puhlishns or journalists. But 
th(:ir pa.~sion fix freedom endet.l a._-; ~oon 
as they sat in the S<.'at of power. 

Thin)· yt:ars aftl'r many Africm 1.;oun
trks sn:un:d thc:ir indc:pcn<lcnci: from 
1.;olonial mle, it looks like f~edom, once 
the mo~t popular slog,m, h,1.s heen fon..-cd 
into cxik, hy the nt"W lea<len;. Afrkan 
frcc.'"t.lom, lookinH :It the bst three 
decades, <lid not n.-ckon with personal 
lihertic~. It wa~ i.:nough to kick out the 
whites. \X'hat happened to the indig
t.·nous people did not matter, which 
explains why many Africm dictato~ 
can. with oo scn:-c of guilt. demand 
one-man-one-vote m:1jority ruk for 
South AfriGl and dcny thdr people th{; 
sami.: right. 

After our rrcem <."Xpericrn:cs wi1h tlw 
Persian Gulf crisis we can agree with 1he 
~.tying th.it the first 1.;asualtr of war is 
the truth. Ghana ha.~ fonuna.tcly not h:1d 
any 1.1:ars hut we ha\·e seen .i loc of 
political upheaYa.b and so v,·t: say in 
Ghana th:n the fiN c<1su;1lty of pnli1ie1I 
ehan~e i-; the prt'ss. For the reconl, we 
ha\'c within our ;')·J yean; of imkpl·n
dcnce set.·n thrct.· tiYilian rq~i1rn.:s and 
four mili[:lry F,ovcmnu:nts. Each dep:1rt
in~ and coming n:gime has meant db
missal of edito~ and othl·r ~t:nior L-oi
torial suff. Th1.: squeeze has oh\'iously 
hc.."t:n higlwr when the solklers mm·e in. 

Almost all of sub-Saharan Afrit.',l is 
rukd hy soldiers who diu not suhmit 
themselves to the electorate like your 
Eisenhower. hut thmugh th<.: h.trn:I of ,l 

gun. Like the benen>kllt dl-:-pol~ 1 >f I hl: 
18th Century these rq~imes and their 
dvilian i.:oun1crpar1s, like Felix 
Houphouet-Uoigny of the h·ory Co:lst 

:ind Kenm.1h K.:mmla of .i'.:1mhi:1, ~ct: 
tlwmsclves :ts annointt.·d n:pn.:~cni.a.tin·s 
of God on earth. ~'hat tha1 nwam as 
far as the pr.1ctin:· of journ:ilism is con
t.·erned is th:11 nowhcrt· in Afri<.::t cxcc:pt 
in :,,./i~cria, whirh has Ho; own prohkm~. 
can the pres!. n.:por1 allern::iti\•c \'ll.'\\"~. 

The Afrirnn pn:ss is nothin~ h111 :1n 
t."Xtc:nsion of tht.· cxt:cutivc. no mon:. no 
kss; and tho.~e who rd'u~c to obey thi:-. 
1:ardinal rule pay a hc:wy price. 

The l:ite~t nc.·wslettl'r of the Common
wt.·ah h Journali~I ,bsot."i:1tion tdb of a 
Zamhian journ,1lbt who h;1s hrc:n 
dcponeu from lk>ts,,~m;1. con~i<len:d by 
many political ohserYe~ . .is :i h:iMion of 
dt.·m,x-raq.· in Afrit.-.t. Th{; offcn~l· of 1his 
journalise was cxposin~ corruption in 
the Southern Africa DL'\Tlopment Con
fe rc nn· :md critil..'iZin~ Prcsidnu 
K.tum1a. Sw:h is the: divim· ~t.ltt1.~ of 
many African leaders that both thc~l' 
leader.; and their suhjects would he 
:1mazcd at thl· jokD 111.tdi.: about ~·our 
\'irc-Prc.~iuent D;in Quayle or c.1rcoons 
which dis tori thl' pl·rson:tlll y of ~·our 
h::tdcrs. I know the Glsl· of an <:ditor 
who wa.~ summont'd anti rt.·primamlt:d 
by Covcrnmcnt oftkial~ usinr; :i 

photogr:1ph which did 1101 rnh:mt."e tht.· 
looks of thi: fir..1 l.tdy. ·fo·o l ·~andan 
journalists wen.: det:1im:d for months for 
asklnr; "emharr:1ssing questions" :11 a 
p11.·s~ nmfcn-nce hdd by l'n·~ic.km 
Kaunda during a \·isi1 to l '.1tanda. 

Kcnya, the ~oml ~uy and :Illy of tlw 
\"\bt. dc1:1im ii \Hitl·~ ,md joumali~ts 
all in the n:mlc of the statt.· :tnd gt."IS 
av,·ay with it. The c:.tsi: of Kenyan 
lawyer-journalist G itohu I many:ir.1. 
dc:taint.·d rccrntly for sc.·t.·kin~ m rt.·port 
on thL· mm·t:mcnt fi>r multipartr politks 
in Ki:nya, is a <;asc in point. In my own 
country, (;hana, a newspaper licensing 
law, whk·h thl· Sovk1 l 'nion ha.~ 1:opkd. 
c:rt-.url:S that no altemal h·e pn.:ss will 
e\·er emcfRe. 1 return ;It the end of tht.· 
:\icman rear to my coumry with no 
si~n that I will hL· ahh: 10 funnion as a 
writer for Ghanaians. 1 am not ~oing to 
he ahle to tell Gh;111:1ian rl'alk~ tht.· 
many thing~ I have h::trnnl durin~ thl· 
year. Thc tight comrol ~m·crnmL·ms 
hold (n·c:r thc pn:.~-~ doc~ 11111 only hold 
artistit.· cxpn·s.~ion to rJnsom but in a 
mon· fund:1ntcn1.al sn1Sc holds the 

lkvi:lc,pmnl( oftht.· l"lllirt· t."C)ntirlt."Ill to 
r.msrn11. 

Let me 1101 hon: you ;my further with 
tht." s1:11istic~ of African poverty. but just 
<11101c what till" Et."onomic Commis.~ion 
for Afrk;1, in i(s n:port on Afric1·s 
dt.·\·dopment. s;tiu :ihout th is i~sm·: 

"Thl' pit"1u11.· that 1..·nlt.'!1Z,t.'S from till' 
:111:liysis ol tlw Afrir:111 r<..-!!:irnl by till" 
y<.·ar 21101-1. undc;r the hislorkal ln.:nd 
~ccnario, is almost ;1 nigh1man:." This 
n.port w:1~ is:-.111..·d in 19H~ hut :1cnmlin~ 
to tht." forim.T p11.·sidc.·nt of tile." World 
Bank. Rohn·t S . .\k·'.1-.:amar-J. in :1 '.\pn·rh 
to Afrkan leaders at a confcn.:nn· in 
~igl'ria in 1990, "The situation lus 
Wlll'St"IK<.f •. 

\"l:'ith all the: rc:spc1:1 th:n on~· '>hould 
ha,·<: tl.>r :\k:\amar:1 as t'ormcr prt.·sidl'nl 
of 1lw \\i}rld Bank, ii St.'t.'111!-i 10 mt." :i rt·:il 
par.idox that ii took him to 11.·111ind :ti\ 
African audience that Africa \\~ts in terri• 
hll' crbis. Tlw ll'.,son of :\kN:tm:ir.1's 
w;1rnin~ ~hould not bc lo'>I 011 u.,, IL is 
a dc1r mnsa~l· thaL likl· ~l·ru, mrn,l 
Mricm k;1ut:n. an: playing flddk whill' 
t!lt.'ir countries ~n dt."stmyc.:d. I !in· in 
Afric:1 and know (()() wl"ll tht.· lr.lgl"dr 
of livin~ in that {."Ontinent. Annual 
1"t:por1s from the 1:\-tl: and the \\brkl 
B:mk do not dq1it.·t thl· rt·al situ:11ion. 
Fi~un·s cmnol <lcsl·ribe human sulkr
in~ and African lc:tdl'rs should knnw 
this better. BUI do thc.·y? 

1 h:1\'C tr:1vdlnl thi'> far. trying to ~i\t." 
rou a ~ensc ot lhe puliliO an<l 
economics of Africa, in order to m:1ke 
you appn·ciate the difficuil cin:um
st:inccs under which tht.· prns opcr.un 
in AfriGl. Thl·n.· mar not Ix· body t.'OUIII'> 
to depkt thl' herculean task of 1he 
,Hri,::m pn-s'>lll:tll or pn-~.~wrnll,ul, hut 
till" pn.·~sun·s ;trl· 1hnt· all tilt" samt.·. 

Is thl're a \\';ty out lur Africa·.~ sut'l<..:r
in~ millions? h thl·n: :111~· glimmt.·r of 
hopl· li,r ,\fric,·s prns~ I hdin· so. In 
spite of the; l'ncirdin~ ~loom, I :im ccm
,·incl'd th:it Afril'a\ prohk·m~ cm he 
solYnl in the \\·:1\T., of!ht." mw ~tru~gk 
lur ln:cdorn which b on du: rb,c in 
many part~ ol' Africa. If J l;m!kl Mac
Mi 11:m. tht.· Briti~h l'rimt." :'\linistcr who 
an:Liratd~· prn!ictnl lht.' end of c.:oloni:tl 
rule; in a .,pt.Tdl lo I ht· Parli:1 ml·m of 
.',uuth Africa. could he re:,urrectcd. he 
would repeat in cle:1n.-r term~ hi~ 
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historic statement that a more 
tkvastating wind of d1:mg<: \\11S blow
ing in today·s Afric:a. Thb wind will 
shake the found:uions of tyr.mny :1II 
over Africa. As the South African 
music:11 group Sarafin:1 sings with so 
mud, optimism - at long last freedom 
is t:oming the way of Afric:1. 

One may n:ad a link between event~ 
in the East and tkvdopmem~ in Afric:i, 
but I am of the opinion that what is 
happening in Afrirn, in Angola, in thc 
Ivory Coast, Zambia and elsewhere:, 
where one-party s1.ues are going multi
par1y, is a direct product of our own 
histor}'. We were cq·ing freedom long 
hdorc countries of the East embarked 
on that path. Al the time we were cry
ing fn·edom in the 45o·s and 6o·s they 
were heing dr.iwn inlO the orhit of 
Sm•ict imperialism. 

I.el me not sound too optimistic II 
will he no easy walk 10 freedom. Many 
n:gimc-s .ire still determined to fight 
against the main <:urrent of history, to 
cling 01110 power and will bl: all 0111 to 
destroy all fon:es whirh seek to dislodge 
them frurn thci.r positions of privilege. 

Wh~u role can the African prt\~S play 
in the march towards a m.:w democr.uic 
Africa? Will African government:. allow 
their press 10 exercise any indl·pendtnt 
mle. and is the African press prepared 
for that role :1t all? My impression is that 
most journalists in Afric:1. with a few ex
ceptions. have developed a StTvile men
tality which secs them at best. as foot
notes to the narmw ambitions of politi
cians. The press in many Afrirnn coun• 
trics cx.is1s only 10 defend the status quo. 
The press in many CISl·s has Jost its 
independc-m c:xistencc and is happy to 
sin1,t only its master·s. the government's, 
sad song of hetr.1yal of the drc:um of 
African people. 

We saw what the press can amt will 
do in the matter of democrJC')' in Ghana 
recently. Last July the Ghana govern
ment launched a so-called debate 10 
decidl· the political future of Ghana. But 
as ll.S. Um.ler Secretary for African 
Affairs, 1-lennan Cohen, rightly ~aid, the 
leadership of the Ghanaian government 
is over-:1Uergk 10 m11ltip:1rty politics and 
decid('.d from th('. onset that thei-e would 
he no debate. or. at hest, a one-sidnl 
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debate with a pre-dctcnnincxl wi1u,c-r -
the government. which says multiparty 
politics is alien, although it embrat:es 
most thing.~ Western ,llld ;dkn. like the 
i:conomit: s1r.11egics of the IMF, Western 
arms and the standing army. which 
keeps I he govl-r1\ml·nt in power. 

As exp<:ctnl, the pn:·ss played faithful 
and failed to report anr alternative 
vic-ws, 1 he fact t h:u a movc:ment for 
democracy was l:mnchcd about thc 
s:unt' time, :t'l,;uing as many organi.:t;l
tions. .u kas1 1en of them so far. 
including the National Union of Ghana 
students, the churches and trade union 
congi-ess. that (;h:mai;ms prefer muhi
p:1r1y politics, whether it is good or bad 
to milit.iry dict:ttorship. When the local 
press chose lO report the formation of 
the Movement for Freedom andJustiu,, 
i2 dear hours :ifter 1hc evcm (which 1he 
BBC did within two hours}, it distorted 
the news. It \\'::IS not surprising that 
happened since the distort ion was p,1ss
ed on from the govern.men!. The coun-
1ry's Minister of inform:11ion kindly 
reported the news himself. 

I was in the Ivory Coast in the ~urn
mer of 1989 wlwn students and workers 
wok w the streets demanding political 
reforms. Th,,sl· dnnons1mtions and 
strikes l·w111u:1lly kd 10 frC'e elections 
for thl: first time in ,o years in that 
cou111ry. 13111 those t'Vents. histork as 
thC}' were. never got reported in the 
st:ue-owned media, leaving lvori:ms w 
n:ly oo the BBC for any serious 
co,·emge of the crisis. I saw :mother 
limn of the prohlem in (juinea, where 
the povc1·1y of the country has such a 
negative intluence on the d<.-velopmcm 
of a viable press system. The only 
weekly in (juinea, which is supposed to 
1"t:port on :l n:uional deb:ue. has a 
limited drculation of <>nly 2000. Radio, 
which has a more i:xtensiw read1, 
avoids politics. dwelling on wh:11 
African h.:aders <.--:111 dcvclopment:11 news. 
an euphemism for playing down the 
rC':tl issu<:s which kn·p the countryside 
impon-ri~hnl. Although many so-c:llled 
media experts have made a career out 
of dcvelopmem:11 journalism it is essen
tially escapist. A kind of Afgh:mist;mism. 
I have arriwd at a position of going by 
the principle - "Beware of whatever 

governments endorse:. like the call for 
a nl'W international information order, 
for .t~ long :is governments of the Thi.n:I 
World arc: the leading advocates.'· 

But I am still optimistic about the 
future. Where I see hope for press 
freedom and democracy and therefore 
gi-e:iter development in Africa i~ the 
knowled1,1e that nobody c:m really stop 
an idea whose time has come and the 
itka of freedom has arrived .in Africa. 
African leader.; arc today even paying lip 
service 10 the idea of democmq,. On a 
more positive and encouraging note the 
vc.ry cx1crnal fon::es in the Wcst and in 
the East, which for both finam:ial and 
ideological reasons propped up corrupt 
and authoritarian regimes in the past, 
are ge11iJ1g wise to the fact that 
democracy is on the ascendancy and 
th:11 their investm(:'ntS in Africa cannot 
he guar.mtced hy tyrants hut by a dcmo
cr:ttic culture which allows a free press, 
independent judiciary, greater atcount:1-
bility, institutionalized plur.llism and 
other forms of particip:uory democ1~u:y. 

I know I have not answered the real 
eig-and-hen question :1s to whether a 
captive press is ir. any positil/ll to 
facilitate dcmorr.Ky :md development. 
All I tan say :tt this stage is that as the 
tloodgatcs li1r freedom open. a new 
press will au1omatical.ly eme~c in Africa 
to give true meaning to the word 
freedom. For some str:mge reason 
Afrkans and. for that matter Afric:tn
Americans, lo\'e the Bible and Biblic:11 
images and so I will conclude by 
quoting a famous statement during the 
struggle for independence in Africa -
"Ethiopia shall stretch forth its hands 
unto Goct:· which means the press of 
Africa shall he free_ The people of Africa 
shall be free. If I sound rhewrical, I say 
to you that it b thb kind of idealism that 
keeps marching on. 

Linda Thrane 
The rt'marks of my collc:;1guc, st:t the 
s1:1gc-for wh;u I wanted IO share with 
you :1bout what I observed last month 
in March, beciuse ii becomes more truly 
remark:1hk when placed in a ~-onu.:xt ()f 

his overview of the sirnation with 1he 



press and the fight for political liberties 
in many Afrirnn countries. What we 
saw was truly a rcmarkahle experience. 
I contras1cd it immediately with my visit 
throughout much of Africa in '88. In 
both cases I went more as :tn observer 
th:1n as a working journalist. I just went 
to watch and 10 sec whal was going on. 
In '88 it was very much a trip devoted 
to looking at the effects of structural 
adjustment programs of the economic 
reforms that had increasingly been 
written intu foreign aid. 

There 111'.lS very much the sense that 
these economic strings were an impor
tant part of turning around some of the 
cycles of poverty that had been so 
intractable over the years. But there was 
also a very strong sense that these 
strings, these reforms. were being 
imposed from the outside and within 
the structure of governances as it then 
existed. There were not a lot of ques
tions hcing r-.tised just as recently ;1s 
three or four years ago about the nature 
of the governments, of the nature of the 
people who were in charge of executing 
some of these very difficult economic 
reforms. 

The debate at the time, and the people 
I talked 10 in country after country, was 
the question of the tr-.idc-off of stability 
versus political freedoms or plur.ilism. 
That stability, that maintaining a 
somewhat peaceful :umospherc in a 
7..aire, was better than the civil wars that 
were going on in so many other parts 
of the continent. It was worthwhile to 
look away from the human rights abuSt's 
that were going on and becoming more 
and more pronounced in Keny.1. 

No one had yet taken the final step 
of questioning whether the price of 
stability was too higb. 

Come to Benin am.I in '91 and it 
becomes clear that all of the.: economic 
strucniring in the world is not going to 
work unles.~ the people thcmsd\'es have 
a role in how it's carried out. and can 
impose their expectations on thdr 
leadei:s. This is truly what's hecn going 
on in that little country since 1989. 
when a group of citizens staged :t 

peaceful coup, moved lht'ir long-time 
dictator into a ceremonfaJ role and 
began the process of major political 

restructuring. Their economy wai, 
preccr well shot. Br the time that we 
rolled in for the first round of the 
presidential clec1ions on March IO, the 
people had already voted on their local 
and state-wide and national rcprcsenta
Oon. Titer had approved their new con
stitution, which ex1ended a bill of rights 
to their people. that empowered all 
vote.rs, men and women, reg:m.Jless of 
cduc:nional status, economic status, 
religious sutus. to vote. One of the; key 
things that I noted was how the 
democr.itic system had hecn inculcated 
in such a short time among the voten;, 
And it was a truly exciting comribution 
from the Benin press, particularly the 
ne\vspapers that just prospered and 
grew up :ind undertook their new n.>le 
of reporting of the system, of reporting 
on 1he change, reporting on the 
leadership. 

Tbe vigor was typified by the kinds 
of complaims we heard from every
body. Among 1hcm was J\fonsigoor 
deSouz.t, who was probahly 1hc spiri
rnal lc;tder of the: dcmocc:11k process 
going on in Benin. He complained 
about the excessive focus on some 
i.nddents of violence. The lJ.S Am
bassador was all up in arms bcciusc of 
some stories about whether the l l.S. w:rs 
hiring or providing moncr for security 
forces in order to keep down the 
incidems of violence. 

I welcomed all that. I think if 
anything, .lfter years and yt,ars of rcpn,-s
sioo, to err on the side of excess is a sign 
of health and a sign of vigor and sign 
of lite and to he welcomed. It certitinly 
began 10 engage the population. I think 
rhe number of newspapers by the time 
we were there exceeded 20. They were 
on the s1rec-1s, people buying them, peo
ple discussing them, am! doing a major 
job as far as aler1ing and educating the 
population ;rt',out the changes 
111l(krw:1y. 

Questions abounded about whc-thcr 
the Mathieu Kcrekou coup, the long
time leader, would, in fact. accept the 
.l"l'.Sults of wh:uever lhe clcdion pro
duced :md not use the remaining 
military power in his comrol 10 subvert 
the pmn:s~. but. nontheles!>, the broad· 
c·ast institutions, controlled by the· 

government, played, for their own pan:, 
;1 major role in educating the voters. 
Tht-y providt:d equal opportunities for 
the I:\ H Presidential candidates to 
have fivc-mint1ll' periods of time, three 
or four time~. lO present their policil's 
and makt' their cases. 

They r.in repeated voter education 
pm~i-.ims right up until the day of the 
cle.:tion - where voter., would i;to, how 
they could hl, l"l'.gistcrc(I. what tht.1' 
neeckd to do, 10 make sure th,u people 
we1~ comfortable with 1ht: process. 
Assuring them of tht'ir pri\'aC)', am.I 
dfort to gt·t people 10 feel s<:curt' 
t>imugh de~pite some of the reports of 
the violence, to come out and vot<:. 

Thi~. again, was largdy limited hy 
infrastructure. The tekvbion ~t:Hions 
didn't re,ch into the northern pares of 
the countries. Newspapers were limi1nl 
by problems with illiteracy, particularly 
in some of the more outlying areas of 
the co uni rv. 

Ewn Maihiew Kc~kou. th1: dkt:uor 
,vho leapt i1110 the race at th<· last 
minutt'. wa~ 0111 in the days hd<.>re tlw 
dec1io11 in shirt slce\'es, his security 
forces lari,1cly 0111 of sighl. shakinA 
hands, talking to the people, making his 
case for dection. That st:rwd him wdl 
b1:c::1usc· he did come in second in that 
first mum.I of clections, onl)' to lose-to 
Nicethorc Sohlo in the run-off. 

This ,va~ ;\ <·ase v.·here you •.:an truly 
go in then: and as :m outsider watch 
what is being done from within to fill 
in the missing link as far as the rel< mns 
that 1..·veryhodr has hoped would t:lkl· 
mot there. the gon:rnanct: queMion. 

I come: from Min1wsota, th<· 
heartland. and 1he ll('Wsp;1pc-r is quite 
l:tr~l' with :t quilt' largl· circulation, hut 
the stuff I wrutc on Ocnin, I was nTy 
gr.ucful to sc:c h:rd a wonckrful re:1c:1ion. 
J had i>Cl'll on the rt1hhl'f•l'hitkl·n cir
cuit, t.1lking 10 1:wryhody from third 
gr.tdcrs brought in hy t hl'ir u·:1d1c-rs, on 
up to r1:tirl'd lahor-union ~roup~ ;md 
tell'her groups and ci\'ic groups. :ill 
prompted hy the 1-10ry of what is taking 
place in Benin. It ·s gr.u ifring to sn- that 
this type of siory, of a country that 
looks lik(' it has everything in plan· to 
make it, h:rs 1riggernl 1h:it kind of 
i111crcst. I guc·ss, my d1allc·ngc· will be to 
trr and MIStain 1h:rt l>y following it. 
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Peter Anyang' 
Nyong'o 

I really hdi<.,'1." that tht.:r1.· is ~rn><.I nt:w.~ 
from Africa. The good nc,,..-s is that lht: 
people :trc hq~inning to make 1hdr own 
history un1.kr vr.:ry <lifficuh drn.im
stanccs. But the had news is that the 
politic.·:ll dinosaurs arc trying to roll that 
h,H:k. ~Fn· intereste<.1 to sec who i.~ 
going to win. Thq"n: 11;oin~ 10 win 
hecause the c1wironmcnt, both 
domcstirnlly and intem:uionally. fu\"ors 
a triumph by the peoplc. 

Sacrifki:s will h:nT w hi: m:tdi:, hlll 
I oclieve that these sacrifices arc :tl\\'a\'s 
made at sm:h important his1oric,l 
[rnom1.·ntsl. ln<.Jeed. :is they h:tYe been 
made in Eastnn Europi: :md in 11w 
S1l\'iet l "nion, thcy'n: ~oinR ro he made 
in Afric.t. lni.ked as they wen.- m:1<lc in 
this country. I think, in I ""'-C• and durin~ 
the Civil War that sh:1pnl the history of 
chis country, they will he ma<lc in 
Afrka. Not because I wbh that ch·il 
wan, come 10 Africa - God forhid that 
\'1-T should ~o to a bloody history ~o as 
to ch:mge our history posilin'.ly - but 
I hdiYc that th:tt kind of ~ • .crifio:. in 
certain cases. might comt: to ht: so that 
:1 new society can he born. 

Now, if you're c:.ilking a.hour the prt:ss 
.tnd thi.: ouikling of democratic institu
tions in Africa. l think wl· ntn rt'.ffit:rntwr 
thc hi.~torics of tho.,;e countries that ha\'c 
gom· throuJ.lh simil:tr [periods!. 

I think th:n what democr..tq is all 
aoout [is] chat people should I~ ahk 10 
diS<:uss all .tspl·cts nf lik, ant.I how the 
relationship hctwecn sodcty :ind thi.: 
st:tte is going to be o~:.mizt·d. ',"1;4..· kno-..\· 
th:tt from d:1ssicll political ,hc;ory tlut 
pr.:opk- arc :tlwap ,·c:ry suspidous of 
go\'ernnu~nt. In actual fact, ~m·nn1rn:m:-. 
arc rcganled :is neci.:ssary evils. In 
Africa, trib,tl indqJendt:nt.:c h:is come 
down to this very day. This tension 
h1:1ween th1; relationship of st:lle and 
socil·ty h:1s :1hv:1ys bi:i.:n tht:rt.". Tht: only 
pmhkm i:-1hm, <lurin~ the last :',O yea~. 
~overnmems h:.i,·c managed to triumph 
o\'er society, and to c.:onvincc, pl·rhaps 
tt·mpor.1rily :11 k:ist. [dtizc:m.l th:u 
pn,pk: shoukl h:ivt: a~ little.: s;ty as pos
sible rcganJing huw they :1rc: .!);m·nnn.l, 
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the whole iut'a of hc;ncnilcm 
di<:t.ttor.;hip. 

lnde1.:u, in Afrira Wl" h.tH· )O yctr.; of 
ht:ncn>lent <.Jictator-;. a~ it were. ~om<: 
,·err makrnlcm. in fact, in actual pr..ti.:
tin·. and pi:oplc - cspcd:1!1y outside~ 
got ust:d to lht: idi.::.t that. wc;ll whc:n it 
i.:omcs to A frlc.: :i. we II it is nc<:c:~sary Io 

h.tw stability and s:u.:rifice e,·cry other 
thing that sodcty dnll:ltld!->. A point has 
cum1.: when th,n kind of lk l':tn no 
longer wa~h. Th:tt's \'cry important. 

The other poinl I \\:mt 10 m:1ke is th:11 
all throuAh 1his .~O yc:tr.; or so of Afric:1's 
indepc;ntlern.:e. thl·n: haH· l~ol consl:mt 
stru~les hy thc people tu rt:sis1 thi: 
d<>lllination 1>f rn:ih:n>lcm 1-1mTrnors. 

Dcmou,tq· i~ thi.: opportunity co p;ir
tidpatc in politks. lnikt:d, thb is the 
role 1hat I think tht' prt'~s in Africa has 
pbynl un<.Jcr very dlfficuh dn.:um
st:mccs. Tilt: pn::ss, whi<:h durin~ the 
repr1;ssi\'e ye;1rs. has ah.,.:ap, hcen 
un<lcrgroun<l or repressed, has always 
trkd to put forw:1rd the right of thc 
pcopk to participate in 1>oliti<.:.'I. 

l <:an gin· you till" <:xampk of Kenya. 
\\'hen ! \\'.IS :t ki<.I in primary s<.:hool. \'>T 

had wmacular prcs~s. publishc<.1 in the 
indlgcnou~ l:m~u:.i~cs. In my own ;in-a. 
whil'h b th1.: 1t1,,.i:r country. we had two 
m:wspapcrs: one calkd :-.1:trobc, the 
otht'r in English called Youngl·r Times. 
These two p:tpcr.; cxi~ti..'d until 1969. In 
1969, the gm·1.·rnml·nt movt:d system• 
:11ically lo han or to str:tngle what th1.·y 
called n:gion;.11 newsp:1pcrs. Tht: ilk·,t 
\\:ts that if you h:1,-i.: t1l,\'!->PilPl"Pi hl·in11; 
puhlhhed in local langua~c~ which arc 
not controllc.:tl lw the ~r:nc 1hat tht·rt: 
can't he unity. '1i1u cm only h;tve 
national unity it' you han~ state
rontmlli;u n1.:ws1x1pcr-; or m.'\\'sp:ipcr 
written only in English :.iml s,,:1hili from 
Nairnhi. or (our...t: this was a \'ery t:.llsc 
;i~umenl. As if speakin~ a language is, 
in itself. a tlisunitin~ factor. 

\'fhat really is import:mt is estab
lishing ruk!-> of the .!);:Ullt: which nen·
hudy n:-.pecl-. . .-\nd that\ thc wholc idea 
about c.kmm·raq. If rou have competi· 
lion for nt'lkes. till" "'innn~ and th<: 
lo.~e~ rc.~pn:1 till" outnnm.:. If the.: 
winner-; and ilw !oM:n. :ire org:tnlzt·d on 

rt:gion:11 or lingui:-.til· line,. thl·rt'. must 
ht· rules of tht: .!);.lllll" that rn·ognizc: 

imligc..·nou~ c.:onuitions which will make 
the mlllunw of i:n~ry politicll pmces~ 
respc;n~hle. 

This difficult t:.\.-;k is what our ~on:rn
mcnt did not ,,:;mt to uo. They wanlr.:d 
to have a .~implifk<l formul:l, whereby 
tht: state det1..·rmim.·s 1.Ti:rything :II the 
center ~o that. ;is thc;y art: cono:rni.:<.I, 
11:uion:tl unity is crea.tc<.I. This has been 
a ,Try t';ilsc argumem. 11·s an argument 
which now. un<.Jn tht: prt:scnt cin.:um
~lancc~. holh tht: p1L:-.:-, ;lll<l the p1.·npk 
an· aying 10 fight. 

I.ct me now coml· to very rt:ccnt 
times. I.ct me gin· :thou\ four impon:mt 
qualitic~ of tk-mocr-J.cy that I think. l-vc:n 
in Afrira, ;ire import:mt :tnd how those 
rc:btt: to the roll: of thl· prt:ss. 

( )nc:. I think democr.1q is ahotu the 
import;mcc of 1he inui\"idual in societr, 
;111d tlw amnum of indiYidualism. 
Scconuly, I think that ui:morr-,trr i~ 
about the cnha.m:emenl of indi\'idual 
fn·cdoms and community life. The two 
go tog1.·1hn. hi:c1u~c you rc:illy cannot 
ha\'(: indi,·iuual frec:uom in \';\Cllllnl. lt 
ha~ to bc within the context of com
munity. Thirt..11 }", I think dc:mot.:mq· is 
aho111 the need to be .!);o,-erm.'d and yet 
to control our gon·rnor.;. Fourthly, I 
think Lkmocr.K,··~ about a.ccount1hiHn· . . 
of gcwnnnwm to 1h1.· goH·mt:tl, r>rou~I 
;thout through the following: a sy:-tcm 
of ruks of the games, which lay down 
pruccdurcs ;m<.I frameworks for th:u 
accountability to he re;tliz1;d; serondly, 
the right of the people, throu~h institu
tion:tl processes. to recall those who 
ruk them. 

This is wht:rc.: 1ht: pn:ss comc:s in. 
lkcausc chc press is the only medium 
- I'm 1:tlkin~ :1hout both the writtt'n 
and tht: clcnmnil· pa~l"!-> - to whi1.·h tlw 
inui\'klual .• L~ tht: indi\'idual. can l·xprt."sS 
his idc:1s. hoth to his so\"crnors amt to 
lhl· pn,n·ss of partkip:nion in gmTrn
mi:nt. The prc.:s:-. i~ tht: only trn.:dhun 
through whkh communitks c.m also 
put their puints ai.:mss. Ant.I the prt:ss 
proddc:~ :l llKdium of 1.·xdl,ln.!);C.: he· 
tween the ~on:rnor,; and thl· ~m-ernc:u. 
In Africa what has happened is th:11 for 
th<.'.sc .',O years there \\~ts only one-way 
l r.tflk, l h(· w )\'L-rno~ ("< 1mmu11 ic1ti11g 
wilh lhl' J.\OWrrn:u. without the go\'
crnnl h:l'l·i111:,: the upportunlty to com-



munic:ttc..· h:tc..'k. Thi: rm.-.~s i:,; now s:1yin~ 
kt us 1..·st:1bl±sh equality when-hy that 
i;ommLmiGlliOll O:::lll hi: (Wll ways. 

Fin:1lly. I 1hink the press plays a n.·q 
important role in const:mtly huilding 
r:1111sdousncss :m10ng thl· pcoplc :1bout 
their syscc..·ms of ~on.:rnnu:nt, thdr righrs 
and fri:n.Joms ;m<l so on. 

Q - How about thi: undn1,tmund 
pres~ in Ghana? 

BLAY AMIHF.RE - Wi:ll, I don·1 
think we ha\'e :mythin,!!: close to :m 
untlcrgroum.l pn:ss in <,han.1. What wL· 
ha\'c is :1 now of dissic..li.:m mawrfal. put 
to,!!:i:thcr hy (;hanaian cxiks in London. 
which comes occasion:illy throui,th the 
po~t an<l cin:ul:m:s in wry lirnitnl ~n·
tor.-. Danid P,l~'>cnt !mcntio1H:d) rnlmml 
silence:. which means that nobody 
wants co get in politics. ct·onomit·s . .im! 

would r.1ther talk light. talk thing~ like 
sport~. drinks and things lik<: that. 'iilu 
don·t h;1,·c an undngrounc..l pn:ss. 

NYONG'O - I.et me plll it ihis w;n. 
:\lost African gon:rnmc111s codar which 
han· nm scartt·c..l si:rimis processes of 
politkal n:fr,mt~ to\,:;inJ-. democra,.:y an: 
on hold. The:y arc on hold in lhl· snlsL· 
tha1 thl· pi:ople who m;m ~o\"ernm<:n( 
hun:aucrJdl·s fi:d that thc:ir time is 
short. tlu_·y'r<: 11111 goinJl 111 tw 1hc..-r<: for 
lo□,!!:. Thc._;rc:·s a temkrn:y hl ,h<..-.s<..· 
pn1ph.: to bq~in gro!->s misuse of puhlir 
imtiluliom. in tarns of corruption. in 
terms of not parin~ altnttion to their 
dutit·s. This is not tht: tinw to plll 
n:soun:cs into 1hc..· h:mds of these 
pcDpk. h<..·cauM: thl· n;,·sounTs :m.: going 
to be misused_ This is lhc tinw to put 
:l le >t of pn·~sun· fr>r pol it kal rt:l{>rtn and 

thcn kc those n:fornb he taken in a 
'>hor( period so that thc people can get 
into pmn·r ~sponsihlc anc..1 :tcc..'11unt;1hlt' 
gon·rnments_ I think 1his is ;1 fa<.:t almost 
l"\·c:rrwht:rc. In my own country. very 
~<..·cntly. th<.: ~m-c:rnmenc tlismissnl thc 
whole hoan.l of Kenya Airw:1ys. :tn 
intt·rnational flight c..'arrkr, after the 
111.:wsp:ipcr.-rc.:R~1ln! tn.111cndow; corrup
tion. Well. dismissing the rncmhn~ of 
the ho;tn;,l of tlirccCOC'!i is not tlw solu
tion The solution is to ~k-:;tl with thc..
witlcr pmbkm of corruption in almost 
all the ,!!:O\'<.:rnnwnt institutions. :ind that 
cannot o,mc.: unkss then: i!-. .1 pro<.:<:ss 
of n;,·form which will m.tkl' ;i,11 ~ovcrn
m<:nt bure:n1<..·rJtic institutions acn>un
t:ihll'. That\ why I'm s:1yir1g that 1his 
period 11f tinw i~ a pt:riutl for mpitl 
n:I< in11 ... t:ur accountahlc gm·c._;rnmcnt. 

Maintaining Media Independence 
Margaret Novicki 

In tht: -~5 otlc..l countril'S of suh-sabar:t 
Africa, tlwrt· is n:ally :rn inlkpemll'nt 
pn:~s to spe;.1k of in only thrn: l·oumriL·~ 
in mr Yil·w and thoSt.· are :--;i!;cria. South 
Afrka :inti St:negaL Wi: ha,·c ocpre~c..-n-
1:ttin:s frnm ;-..;JAc..-ria :mtl South Africa on 

this panel who will ;ilso spl·ak about tl11; 

fact that although thq han: n.:prt:S<..·nted 
an intlt:pentlent pn:ss in the cm11Hrks 
they themscl\'cs ;m: not immunc and 
puhlications art: nm immune from 
,~trinil-s of forms of interference. 

In R.1-y Ekpu's c1st\ his puhlicuion·s 
(~<..'\\'s\1;;1tch's) i.:ditor w;ts mur<lt:rc..-tl hy 
:1 p.trc..'d homh a few ycaP.-o hack. Thi:n: 
an: olh<:r, more: subtle, forms of har.1i;s
mcnt that we h:,n: ~n:n and thl'.Jl of 
cour.;c: a mor<..· hla1ant limn of st.ate cen
sorship in South Africa unc..ler the :,t:lli: 
of c;mcrgcncy whic..'h Enoch Si,holl' will 
tdl ti'> ahouc. Again. as K:ihr:11 pointnl 
out. by ;inti bf}tt.· :tn Afrit.an journalist 
op<..-r.Jt<:-~ in a \'cry hostile c1wimnmnlt 
whc~ go\'crnmt:nts n:.illy rnisundcr
st:inc..l the: roll: of an indl·pi.:nt.lcnt mt:<.lia 
and hcnci: h:ln- donc their bc..-sc to 
l"lll:l'>l'ulatt: it. tr-Jnsform it or imimi<.l:lll' 
it out of t.·xistencc 

Again we .~hould n:mcmbcr our 
hknd, <~itohu lmanyar.1. who w:1s in 

this mom last yr;ir and is no\\' in .,o!it:trr 
confinrmrm. 

'Xr: han· lward in the last p;111el the 
goo<.l nc\\':- that. as P<:t<:r :-aid, whik wc 
h;1n- this climatl' whkh is pretty hostile: 
to the indcpt:ndi:m media, then: arc a 
g(X)(_I numlx_-r of <.:nuntri1::-. goill,!!: through 
tht'ir own dernocr..11i:1_;11ion pmn:ssn 
and \·ar,ou.~ sl,l~i:s of krmc:nt :md poli• 
cic:ll transformation_ Tht· rx:opk thc..·m
.,cln:.,. h:1Yc :1eknowktlgcd, ,L~ thcy han
in Ci:nu:.11 l:umpe and in the So\'k:I 
l "nion. that no n:nion <..·an aehk\'C 
<ll'\'dopmem or impin: politictl ;ii:coum
ahilit~- hy dc..·nying fn:t·tlom of expn·s
sion. So V•t.· h:l\T scl'n in African coun
tries that an indq,nldi:m mt·di:l is 
h...:,!!:inning to sprout up in thc:'>t· nnm
tric:- and 1wn!s lO be cncour.1g<:d_ '\l\i.: 
need to kt:cp in mind as v1T'rt.· watching 
chc political chan.1,:cs ;1round tht· comi
nu11 th.it chc._; c..l<..·n:lopmenc of an indl·
pendnll Jlll·dia h~-whatcYtT definition 
is truly key to the; ultimatt· sust:ti11:1bility 
of thi:sc <.kmocmtk systl·ms. It's not 
1..·nm1~h to mcn:ly overturn tlklator.-hip 
or to lq~bbtl· frt:n!om of cxpn:~sion, as 
the case in Kcn~·a_ This n:spc..·ct for that 
funll:1m~ncal frc..:edom rwnls to he 
inn1k:unl in thl' minds of chi: ll·adn-

ship anti the c..'ili:n:n~ and that t:1kcs 1imc 
;1s we sec in our own coumrr. 

Ray Ekpu 
)bu n::1lly cannot he a staml:m.l 

dcmoc.'r:Ky without a fn:e pocs.o; lx.:causc..· 
1h;tt is one of the import;mt ingrnlients 
in a <.lt·mocr.11..y Uut kt"s turn the tJUe~
tion amund: CU) you huilc..l a free prc._-ss 
without ;1 denmrrJtic sot'icty? Th.tt ·s 
tlw qu<·stiun I w:int to tk:tl with before 
I com<.: on co thc main question as to 
how th...: nwdi.1 ctn maintain its 
indJ.:pL·ndcncc:. 

Thi: pn,hlcm in many p;irb of Africa 
is th:tt then: b redly no fn·t.· pn:~s Ill t:tlk 
of :inti thndorc thdr contribution to 
dthi.:r cn:atinA or scn:n~thll1,!!: democr.uit· 
in~titutions is dose lO t'.no. Wh:11 is 
happening in many part!-.. likt· :--:i,!,\cria 
for instancc, is that <..'\'l'll though the 
Au\·crnment b not dc..-mocr.1tic till' prc.--s~ 
is very strong, p:1rticularlr tht.· private 
pn:ss, and thl·rt:fort· it is able to make 
thl' ~m·1.:rnm1..·m hi.:han· in a m;mner thar 
yml find in <lcmocr:ltic institutions. Ifs 
pos~iblc to make the ~mTrnmnlt hl'.gin 
to make the mo,·l' tov,.-anls dcmocr:H.-T 
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As you prohahly know. Nigeria w;is 
aln:ady, as far back as 1986, mm·ing 
toward de111,1cr.1q•. That was I he cast' of 
the Firs1 lkpublic ;md the· Sc-cond 
lkpublic of Nigeria. fatc:h time the 
military 1:1kcs ovcr, soon aftt'r. thc t:ivil 
population puts pn:ssmc on the military 
to relinquish power IO an clcc.:1c(] 
gon-rnmcnt. This was already happen
ing in Nigeria befon: the wcnts of 
Eas1c:rn Eumpc. What that nwans i~ that 
the press in Nigcria is n:l:uivcly free and 
ii is using th:11 n:mtivo: fret'dom in 
fighting for ckmoc:mcy. 

In situmions where freedom is 
swallowed up by thc govcmment, tht'n 
the movcmcnt for <..lemocracy is not 
s1n:ng1hcnc<..1. Of <·oursc-you do find 
that in ren:nt timc:s. as the examples of 
Benin. 'fogo and Cameroons have 
shown. even you do not h;1vc free 
prt'sses in thesc coum ric:s, t hc peopk 
havt moved, in r~·sponsc 10 what is hap
pening in Europe. in response to the 
imernal contradictions in their societies. 
10 ask 1hc governmcms to move toward 
democr;uic systems. 

'Etlking about the pl1:'SS in Africa. I 
think th:11 we will he presumptuous 10 
tal.k about maintaining indepentknn·. I 
think we ~houl(] talk about ha\'ing the 
indt'pendcncc first. or in fact, in somt· 
c:1scs, ha,·ing the press ,11 ;11\. While in 
a few cas1:s you do haw ;1 kw c.iscs a~ 
mentioned - Senegal. Nigeria. South 
Africa - you do have presses that arc 
rel:uively independent and stmng. in 
many 01hcr cases of Africa. In fac1. in 
more other t.:ountrics of Africa. you <lo 
not ha\'e presses that arc independent. 

In some you dc1 not even have 
anything you can call presses at aU. Ont' 
dot'sn't want 10 go through the \':trious 
t·ountries one by om:, but in the WQt 
African sub-region, the press system has 
collapsed compktdy. In Liberia. even 
bcfor(• the civil war took placc, you 
didn't have a press at all. You only had 
newspaper,; publishing sports stories on 
Saturdays. I think the same is true to a 
large o:xtcnt of Ghana. 

So it is ;m issue that wc re:illy )l;l\'e 
to worry ahout - whether or how we 
c:111 sus1:1in the press in thcst' various 
coumrics. how we can devdop the 
pre!>~ to stand on thcir ket. 

5..? Nic1uan Rcpoi:ts 

In some countries. Sicrr.1 I.cone and 
Gambia for instance, there is hardly any 
newspaper that rou h:l\·e which pro
duces up to 2.000 copies. Of course the 
radio and tdevi~ion stations art' owned 
by the gowrnment and so what you 
have is what one l'derrcd 10 as a one
way 1r.1ffic. Wh;ncwr the government 
wams the people 10 hear. that's wh:11 
they hear. The government is 11111 
allowed to hear what the people w;mt 
thtm to hear. 

In the other countri~ where you 
have relative degrees of press freedom 
- Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa - they 
have thdr probkms IOO. In Nigeria, Ms. 
Novicki mentioned t.he case of my col
league who was assassinated through a 
parcel bomb in 1986 and in fact six 
months after our magazine, News 
W;11d1. was shut down br the govcrn
ment 1<:1r six months. Soon after we 
c.::1mc out. the govcrnment started a 
scrics of harassments. These 
hamssmcms take difJerem forms. Cur
tailment of your access 10 newsprint and 
other supplies whic:h are mainly im• 
porwd; har.1ssmcn1 hy security people·; 
arrcst and detention: shutdowns and so 
on. 

In April last year. when tlH:rc was an 
:111n11ptcd coup in Nigni,t. we would 
publish a report of tlH: l:oup and what 
the coup [leaders] said and the hidden 
agt·ncfa, and so on. The pr('.SS secretary 
to the prt"Sillent sent word to us and said 
we should not publish those details. We 
ignored him am! publishcd them and 
the next day they slammed on our 
paper and our reporter was hanned 
from covering govcrnment house. II w~1s 
only a couple of months ago that the 
b:111 was lifttccl. Th(' last six months 
about three different newsp:tpers have 
been shut down. :1lhl'i1 for hrief pcriods. 

Hut the heau1,· of thc- Nigerian rnse 
is that c:u.:h tirm: so1m:thing like that 
happens. all of lht' paper.;, the jour
nalists. you know. the· guild. 1hc b.1r 
association. or 1hc civil liber1ie5 
o,wmi...:uion. ,viii rise like one and fight 
it. That b what has helped in .sustain
ing thc enc(l;y in tht' Nigcrian press. I 
don't think 1h;11 you c·an say tht· s:tme 
thing of somt: of the other l'Ountrics, 
and I think that's where the re-II pro• 

blem is, 1h:11 you do not have ot11er 
institutions rhat have t.levclupet.l like thc 
bar association, I ikc thc civil lihertic:s 
:1ssociation, that a!'l" willing to fight for 
life [of an independent press! for its 
rights and for freedom of the individual. 
I think that we should worry :n this 
conference ahmu how those other in• 
stitutions can he t.leveloped to 
strengthen the press. 

I clon't think it would bt' right for us 
10 think that the press can do it alone. 
hcc;ausc the press. in many parts of 
Africa, is not strong enough 10 stand up 
to these pressures. One 11:'ason is that 
then: arc not manr wcll-tr:iined people 
in some of the media. 

Then:·s a shortage of manpower and 
some of thc trJincd ones are not very 
highly trained and do not have thc 
intellectual rcs<.>urces to deal with thcir 
johs properly and thereforc lack the 
cour:1ge to resist these kinds of 
pressures. I think that some kind of 
tmining gives the journalist the con
fidence and the courJge 10 resist tb('.Se 
pressures from the :nithoritics. 

The other pmhlem is that some of thc 
media do 1101 h.1vc: enough financial 
n:sources to t.lo their work prop<:rly. 
That is affecting them and they have to 
rely largely on government, either 
goverrUtl('.nt allvcrtising or some sore of 
support from the government. In some 
eoumries. the gov,:rnment even pro
vides cooununications facilities, tclex, 
telephone, and so on, and as you ;1re 
aw:tre, that kind of heavy dependence 
on the government docs not allow the 
press to be free. 

One is 1101 referring to the purely 
govcrnmcnt-ownnl newspapers and 
magazincs an<..! radio stations. Thert: isn't 
much one can do about it. If the 
government ht'Comes demoemtic, then 
tlu:sc institutions will be seen as institu
tions that have 10 serve the entire 
[popnl:nionj and if the}' don't. then 
members of parliam('.111 will ~,;in co ask 
questions. [f you have a dicrmor or one
man rule. 1 hen there is consider.tblc 
pressure on these institutions and there 
is hardly anything that you em do ;1bou1 
it. In most of the countries in Africa, the 
mdio .ind tekvision smtions arc owned 
h)' the government :md they go the way 



of ,di such government institutions. 
Thcy :ire an t-xtension of tht· mlnistr}' 
of information ;md the government 
directs it on what they should 
broadcast. 

We have :',2 television st;uiol\S in 
Nigeria and all of them art" owned cithcr 
hy the state government or the lhkral 
government. There h.1s hcen :1 lot of 
discussion ah out I he possibi.lit y of 
pri\-~uizing tdc:vision. opening it up to 
private entrepreneurs. But the govt:rn
ment seems 10 resist it. brcausc of the 
enormous powers it fceb television has 
and might be used in a manner that the 
government docs 1101 like. 

A recent example (of abuse of 1c:lcvi
sion) is when the govert\mcm w,uuc.:d 
one of the public officers removed, the 
guy who was heading the drug agency, 
because then: had been some rumors. 
some stories that tendc-d to discredit the 
drug agency, am.I the government 
wanted tO remove the official. So it st'nt 
the press secretary to the vice president 
to get the stOI'}' into television. The press 
secrct:try phoned the television st:uion 
and ,v11med to dkt:lle the story, and !he 
television ;tuthorities said no, they 
woukl not take the story on the 
telephont:, becaust: tht:y could not 
recognize his voice. The storr w;1sn·1 
broadcast 1ha1 night. Tht· gon:rnment 
sent some soldiC.r.J. along with the· press 
secretary, to go into t ht.: 1elc\' is ion sta
tion and broadcast the story. Simul-
1.,neouslr, they removed two of the 
senior television officials, because they 
refused to carry the story. Of course the 
next day the union journalists and the 
guild of editors rose up and challt:ngt:d 
the government owr it and happily, one.: 
can say, the two peopk h:ive been 
reinstated. 

This is tht' kind of prt:ssurt: that you 
build from such government institu
tions. The.re has also heen a running 
hustle with the government over a 
m~~dia council decree. Th~· govcrnmc.:nt 
w:mts to institute wh:11 is genemlly 
known as the pres.~ council. Press coun• 
cils, as we know clst:where in the frec 
world, are oit;:mized b)' thc journalists 
themselves. This one is an imposition 
by the gowrnmcnt. The government 
wants 10 fund it: the: governmc.:m wants 

to sclc<.·t all of the officers, and the 
govemmcnt has prescribc:d all kinds of 
punitive mc:asurt:s. The v.ttiou!> pre~!> 
o,yani1~1tions arc opposc·d to it and t--vcn 
though tht' decret' h:is been enacted. it 
h:ts not bc.:1.:n t'fkctt'd, bee:tuse the jour• 
nalists have refused 10 coop('r.lte, to 
nominate the journalists. who are ~up
po~nl to hc on the committet'. 

I think there is an important aspcct 
of 1ht· developnu:nt of tht' pres!> in 
Afrka that we have to worry :ihout. The 
structural adjustment progr,1111 is affec• 
ting not only thest' countries. but thc 
press in tho~c place~. Almost 40 coun
tries in Afrka have embrnccd the IMF
World Hank structural adjustment pro
gr.1m, and as you do know, moM of 1h1.: 
press fuses! imported, papcr, ink. plates 
:md films .ind what have rou. Bemuse 
of the low exchange r.lles in thest' coun
tries, it's been difficult for a number of 
the media to import these things and, 
therefore, it's affected their output; it 
has aflectecJ the quantity of the papers 
that they print. Even 1hc public-owned 
slations, like the mdio ,mcl television s1a
tions, in some countries, have 1101 been 
.ible to pc.:rfon·n their functions. Rec.:encly 
the Nigerian government shut down the 
Voice of Nigeria for sevcml months 
because ii could not buy (equipmentJ 
fi>r its tmnsmim:r. 

The poo.n:r African countries .in:: suf
fering frum this kind of problem and thc 
si111;11io11 could have bc:en helped if you 
had I h4.' P.111 Afrirnn :'lit'WS A~Cll<.)' bc·
ing active. As you know. 1hc Pan African 
Ne,vi; Agency is not well funded; it's 
supposed 10 be funded by all -the 
govc:rnments in Africa, but 1hc govcrn
mt'ntS themselves art: poor and thqr dll 
not contribute their dues regularly. So 
the Pan African News Agent·y i!, just !>it
ting there, not covering Africa properly. 

We've had, in Africa, to depend, as 
we had :tlways ckpendnl. on the five 
major nc,,,,s agencic~ that arc hast~d 0111-

!>ide of Africa, th:11 do not h.m.: the 
per.,pectivc of the African. Most vf the 
covcr:1g1;: of I he d I her Afric.,,1 or coun
tries outside of Afrka. whieh an: 
published in Nigerian. in African, 
public;nions, come· from these news 
agencies. 

The war in the gulf - I do not know 

of :my African publication or African 
mnli.i organi.-:ation that was n::pn::
semcd. hccausc thq' did not have the 
rcsources 10 send their ~taff there. 

These are the kinds of probkrn:, that 
many of the medi.1 arc facing right now 
and the situation is th:11 of survival. It's 
not even talking about dependence or 
maintaining independe1Ke or g:tining 
independence: thC>' arc just trying to 
survive. I think that we must worrr 
about how wc can help them, if it is 
possible to help them, to su.rvi\'C. one 
way uf doing it is 10 encourage chem 10 
have links with the organizations out
side. to be able to attend fomms like thiS 
and gt't the.: neccss:try exposure. 
Orwu1i:,.;uions such :is this and other.. 
like, say. the l'ord Foundation. I 
remember that the Ford Foundation a 
few )'t'ars ago helped a public;uion in 
Senegal. a small puhlication that was 
crusading tor democracy, to set up. This 
kind of help goes :1 long way. 

If the press is unable to stand on its 
own leet. the government is happy. 
Even !he ones that are able to st:1nd on 
their own feet, !he go\'crnment tries to 
thruttk, to march under its big hoots. 
It is convenient, because it will not ask 
prohing questions if it is weak, if it 
depl'nds on the govern.men1. 

I also think that we have 10 find a way 
ot s1n:ng1hc:n.i.ng communicalicms in dif
ferent part!> of Africa. You find that 
something happens in a neighboring 
coumry in Afri(·a and the journ:11ists 
who eovcr those countries an: u1rnblc 
to get their stories acmss or, in fact, 
unable 10 get to the scene of the :K1ion. 

You have. for in~t:mce, so many 
We~tem correspondems in :'IJairohi, 
Kenya. Tht-y go onn· in :1 while co 
scenes of conflict in Africa. hut you Jo 
not have African journalists who go to 
these scenes. The foreign journalists 
who arc hascd in N:1irohi report tht'St' 
things back to their home organi:t.ations, 
who thcn n:crclc these stories back to 
Afric.t ;tnd we recyele these stories to 
our own people. I think that is :i pro
blem that Wt' h:1w to n:ally worrr 
about. 

ThtTc: bone other thing I bclk-Yc the 
foreign n:portcn, who .ire based in 
Africa c.m do to help strengthen the 
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h;tnds of thl· Afric,111 journalist working 
in these places. I know th;u they are 
running ;1 gn:al risk. the journalists who 
arc: in Nairohi, for instance. I know a 
few who haw lwen citht·r a.rn:s1cd or 
deported bec111i.c they rcportcu new~ 
that was 1101 favorable tn the Kenyan 
government. But I hdi(·ve th;u it' the 
local pres:. is so supprc·1,sed that it rnn
not publish these things. ii will hdp if 
the fon:ign press is able 10 publish wh:11 
is happening in these coumries. 

I always have the feeling that many 
of the leaucn, in Africa arc: vcry afmid 
of tht' ford~n pn:ss and in fact more 
afmid of the foreign pres~ than the 
domestic press hectusc they think that 
tht' foreign pn:ss i~ mort' t:rt'dihlt' :incl 
;1s ~oon :ts pt'oplc hear the news on tht' 
nnc. they will know that it i~ the truth. 
Till' BHC h;1s hccn a major force in 
Africa :111d a lot of Africans dqx:nd for 
rn:ws. t~vcn in thdr ho1rn: n>untrit·s, on 
the BBC and othc:r forrign nwdia. 

Enoch Stihole 
The changes that have laken plare in 

Somh Africa from last year, we h.1ven't 
yet felt them in the journalist pmfcssion. 
We still have oppressive cult's in tht' 
books that prcvem us from doing our 
joh. \\'c an: not ;ihlc 10 perform fully IO 

give our best in terms of co\'cring the 
cvems. 

When otht'r parts of Afrk:a t;tlk about 
media which arc completely owned by 
the stare, in South Africa Wl' have so 
many independent sections of the 
media. All those are independent as far 
.is thc(rc concerned. But what we've 
seen over the year.. is that th1:r have 
he1:n helping. one way or another. the 
status quo, and it \\~ts only maybe in tile 
mkl-80's that a Jhv newspapers emerged 
and caUcd tlwmselvcs the alt(crnatl· 
press. It's wlwn the ncv.•spapcr I repre
sent here. New Nation. also t'mt'/llCd. 
We had a reaUy dellncd policy bt·ciusc 
what wc·rc saying is that information is 
heing withheld. These newspapers and 
r.1dio stations who claim to be indcpt'n
dcm labt'I our herm:s, those who :lrt'. 
fighting for our freedom. terrorist~. And 
all sorts of things. So. the altcrnati\·c 
press emcQ:t'd. Tintt' ,wnt on, rq>l't'~-
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sion 100k pl:1ce. :md last year we came 
out from the cold, l'l4c·c:mst· death 1hrca1s 
wt:re no longer there. No lon~er rnn we 
be-dern int·d or st rictured or our papers 
suspcndt-'d. 

Bue shall we in fact continue to exist? 
The rl·ason bt'ing that the: newspaper., 
owmxt by big corporations have very 
hig infr:istruc1urc; we rdr on tht'm for 
uistribution, for t·xamplc, so, our 
inut'pcnucncc is not there. Well, it's 
there, but it's a sun,iv:11 kind of 
situl:ttion. 

Ok.1y, our road now is to try an(] help 
the pmcess of democmq, and show 
them that democracy in fact is a reality 
in South Afrie:t ,mu that docs not end 
merely at 1he nt:glect of a government, 
that it starts from the grassroots k-vcl 
:iml it spreads all over the country. This 
is the role we hope we'll he playing 
from now, or from last year, onwards. 

Bui our commitment b faceu with 
financial prohlcms. ('ert.:1inly, and also 
tht' fact th:u most journaliM!> who an: 
in the altcmativc press arc not ;i.s trJinc·d 
as 1hcy should be to cope wi1h these 
changes of countering this so-well 
organized network or media. for our 
newspapers to survive, and even other 
ncwsp(1pcrs 10 emerge [we) need fund
ing from foreign donors, tr.tining for 
journalists \vho need a lot of support 
from foreign donors. I'm talking about 
foreign donors because we <lo not 
expect the guvernmcnt 10 fond us 
because we are committed 10 mainciin 
our independence. 

,\hout !he: other section of the inde
pendent meuia. which is what we call 
the liberal prt'SS, while they've claimed 
to he indcpendem all over these years, 
t hc-y failed to pill across I he plight of 
millions of people. They·ve helped the 
statu~ quo: they h:we, :ts I've s:1id, 
ignornl the: plight or our pcoplc com
pktdy. If you werl'. de1aim,d. 1hey say 
it's olwion:.. why did you write that? All 
~orts of thinJ.:S. So what I'm saying is 
that okay, wt .. n: 1)01 moving 10 a m.·w 
cm, to a clcmnrr~u it: n':l, We art' not sure 
wlwthcr they arc going lo remain con
St'n·ati\'e, or :1Cl' goin1,: to cross the: 
border 10 the new g1wcrnmcn1. Wl' :ire 
pl'Ssimists. We will not he,·omt· part of 
tht' official government. that's oh\'ious, 

:md we don·, know where 1hcy will he. 
Suppose they become part of the 
government and we are on the other 
side of the fence? 

AL.lvcnisers are not auntcted by our 
newspapers. Then: is a honc,,moon 
with the big corpor,nions and now the 
question is wht:tJ1c.r we will give up our 
role and open up for advertisers. It is the 
big question. Do we really stop rcpo.rt
ing against apartheid, or if apartheid is 
gone. do we stop reporting or promot
ing democracy. so as to open up our 
doors for advenisements and ensure our 
survival? Will we have, or need some 
kind of aid from somewhere? 

Those an: the challenJ,:es facing the 
independent pn:ss in South Africa. 

Vladimir 
Vessenski 

would like 10 remind the people 
present that the glasnost th;tt was 
announced in 1987 by Gorhachl'V fell 
on prc;'.parcd soil. That is. mo.rr than 90 
per cent of tht' people: not only read 
and write but an: used to reading. They 
catch up with the news t."Vt'l')' day. Tht>y 
subscribe. In the United St:11es the 
newspaper that has half million of 
copies every day is a big newspaper. In 
our country, our newspaper, (l.itcra
turnaya Ga:a:taJ a weekly, is tor in1cllcc
mals mainly. Circulation w:i.s six million. 
When we dropped this year 10 a million 
and a half, we said we wen: not exis
tent. Isvesti.l, for instance, the govern
ment newspaper, and ihe party news
paper, Pr:ivd:i, they have 10 million 
copies every day an<I more. Pravda had 
about 15 million copies every <lay. So 
this is a pop1dation that n::":lcl~ a lot, This 
is the strength of glasnost, bemuse 
(,"veryt)()dy catches up with the news. 

Maybe ii will he useful for our friends 
fmm Africa to talk about what existed 
bdorc 1987. It is conc,,dcd that the 
mas~ medi:1 were conm>llcd. In fact, 
when Brezhnev \\-.IS in power the popu
lalion \'1-115 alw.iys developing some reac
tion w the 1ot:tli1;1rian regime. We who 
worked in the newspapers called it 
douhlc momlity. '\bu listen IO a leader 
and applaud him and then go to your 



kitchen anti to your frkn<.ls and say 
what a fool he is. There was no such 
contml, in f:.Kt, from m:1yhe tht· l·nd of 
"70\ and beginning of HO\. 

Who prepared tht' c:h;mgt·s of our 
country? V:HL first of all. tht' economy, 
surely. Then itlcologically, by lH.:rm::-., 
heroes who i:diccd samizdat puhlic:.1-
tions. Thq· prqnrcd the bulletins anti 
information and they spread it through 
the country Then those hi:rues who 
smuggle<.! information clandestinely to 
tht" ~st and the West broadcast news 
to our country. Some of these pcopk 
were sent to men1.al hospi~ls; thq wen: 
per.-ecuted. 

Then I ha\'e 10 say a couplt' of words 
about what my nt..,..'lip.tper did, hl·causc 
Uteraturnaya was maybe the orrly 
ne..,,~pa~r chat ,,,.-,b pl"rmiucd to write 
ahom dr.twbacks of our country. We: 
cnn\'erte<.I this permission of the party 
into the right lO critici:o.: the system, not 
separate cases, hut the system. Even 
tx·fore 198'5. when Gorhache\' came co 
power, and hefore 1987, this nt.Vl.'ip:i.per 
playt'<l a '-'l"f)' impor~nt role in the 
prepar.ttion of the pi:oplt- tn chan~es. 
~ critid7..ed the economk llr~wha<.·ks, 
a~ a system dr.nvhack. V:e critki:n·d the 
powerful kaucrs of the party. So this 
was th<: legal w:;iy co prepare pcn:stroika 
and prepare for changes in tht· 1.:ountry. 

From 1987 Wl." were permitted to 
cricid:1.<.· an<l <.,'l."ryhody commenced co 
critidze. The more you critid;,1.:d, tlw 
mo~ you saw, thi: mori: inflm.:nce you 
ha<.I on the population. A very good 
m.1gazine ucukatcd its pages only m 
critics. History .,..,,s wrong. thc ~nvern
mem w:is wrong, the ideology w:1s 
wron!l,, tht.~ .;ulturc was wmng, thl· 
hcn~ were not heroes, etc All of .1 !-iUd
dcn we li\'ed in a country with another 
culture. :\'ow pcoplc had to bcli<."ve in 
a frc<.· market and ..:apil.alist w.iy of lik 
and democr.u:y. Arrd pcopk hdilT1.: it. 
Since [:1st year Wt" han.· had a law that 
is very pm~rcssivl.'., that permined m; w 
not only .:ritk:i7.L: the gm·cmmcnc and 
thc system. but also permitted us to own 
ne1-vsp:tpt'r.i anti mnli.l. Dut for tde,·i
sion ,m<.I radio, th<.· ~overnmcnt is the 
owner. lt is permitteJ to orwmiT.c ncw 
TV channels and also rJ.dio siatiom. At 
least in Moscow we havl· one indepen-

dent radio st.at ion ownnl by a ~rour of 
young men and women who plarnl 
wr)· importa111 roks in en:nt~ like 
shootin!?,," in l.ithuania anti l.at,·ia. Thi:y 
informc..-'t.l che puhlic 

Now I have to tdl you th.it I am n:ry 
much impn:s~cd how thc Amcricm 
press a~ prt"occurkd that American 
dtizrn~ should komv all the truths and 
all the things that an: bappcning insi<.lt· 
their country and sometimes outsidl" of 
tlwir coumry. tx·cmse dt'mocr.1q· of the 
llnitcd Scates is h,lSl"d on tht· inform.1-
tion of the puhlic It is 1.:!assk, hut it is 
also human. 

I thirrk chat 90 per cent of the infor
mation that our puhlk· rn•t·hTs is 
criticism hec:1use only criti<;s know 
positive information. If the press and 
mass mnlia playt·<.l .i n:ry imponmt role 
in the destruction of the sptt"m that 
rules us, <.>spcci:illy T\~ I will cdl you 
ont· instano.:. Evl·n irr Fr.met", with their 
democr-.u:r. tht·y told rrtt· that chcy 
cannot permit themsclvt..-s to tr.,msmit ,lll 
th<.> discussions of the p;1rliament 
lx·causl." [ll."(Jplt: would he upset what 
their <.ldq;:ttcs or uerutics are saying. 
The most import.am blow to tht· .w.,tl"lll 
was m.idc by our TV, hec:mse they 
recdved th<: ri~ht to tr,rnsmic all tht· 
discussion and 1x·ople all of a ~mld1.:n 
they knew what people wen:' ruling u~. 
Thi:r said, what fools are they. 

So we art: free. Wl." have thl." ri~ht ,n 
han· our newspapers, anti my tlL-V.'S

pa1x·r hdon~s to cht" people. In fact. 
m:tyhc ! would oimparc i, with ;i 

cooper.uivc uf the peopk who work 
th1..-rt·. 

Now w1..· <:xp<:rknlT anothi:r \·er~· 
powerful pressul'l:'. Thi.: ~overnmi.·nt. r 
think, is plotting against powerful 
n<.w~papi:rs, like nun;. The ~m·emment 
raises prices on paper four ti1m.~ hi~hn; 
the cost of primin~ two timt·~ hi~hn: 
:md distribution two or three or four 
tinK-s highn. <ll"pcnding on tht" republic. 
In our rrt......,-:-papn wc had m double 
suhscription prices this year. My 
newspaper cost lll ruhlcs l:i.~c ye:.ir; this 
yt:ar it is 19 ruhlcs. We are writing for 
intdlct·tuals and imdln·tuah in m" 
country h:t\T lower salaries than 
workn~. 'J'hi:se pt'opk Wt're writing us 
kiters ~aying. unfortunately, I wds a 

suhsnihcr l<)r 20 ye;w; but unfonuoatdy 
I 1..'annot ~uhscriht· :myrn11rt·. lx·i.:ause 
chis sum pcrmits on~ week of living of 
our family. So we lost suhsnihl·rs -
from six mil!ion copks wi: arc not one: 
million and :1 half. 

\'<'hat is the aim of th1..· ~m-crnnH:nt? 
The aim of tlw ~o\·crrnm .. ·nc is to lead 
ihol· hi~ intlucotial nc.."\np:1pi:rs 111 

bankruptcy ;md to m,1kc..· thl·m di.:1x·nd
ent on the harrk :tnd to l"Xt:n:isc pn.-ssure. 

Orrl· \\"ould say that Pr.1nl:t and 
l:wcstia al\:' in the s:1mc ~itu:ttion, hut 
tlu.:y are not. Tht· P;lft\· !l;a,·e Pr:tnla 
hundreds of million ruhlcs. )bu can sec 
l'r:tvda and lsvestia for salt' heft" irr 
I !an·:m.1 Squa~. hut not Liti:r.1tum:1p 
<,a,..1..1:1 'l'hL'R'" is another kind of pres~ure 
- ddivcry delays. For instance yntt·r
day I received my newspa1x·r for 
Janu:1ry 9. I w:in( to say :1 couple of 
words orr thl· happiness chat my friends 
and diplomats anti people who visit my 
rountr~· feet wh<.·n 1hey sn- that thc:n: 
is a free market of tile..'" prt·ss in ~-loscow 
and ochi:r dtic:-. - the sma!I nt·wspape:r 
th.it sdl 2.000 to .1,,000 rnpit;-; or 10,()()ll 

l·opks a week. These small ntwsp:1peP.\ 
produn· an irnprt·ssion that the prl'ss is 
fn.T. 

Tlwst· sm:111 newspa1x·r n,1,perati\'t:S 
al\:' permim:<.I to pay journ;tli~cs three 
tilllo lllOR" than clw big llt'WSJXtpers pay. 
l'llr in~tan..:e. my salary is ;',00 ruhk·s ,l 

month. That\ 510 on llw till" hl;Kk 
m,1rkct - .1 month. On small nt:ws
papt·rs. they pay 1,000 or L-CiOO ruhks 
a month to :1 journ:tlist, lwrnmi.· they 
can sdl these small nL·wsp;1p1;rs at any 
prkt·. So pcopk frnm th1; hig inl1m·n
ti;1l national newsp:1pl·rs an: ~11in~ co 
work on tht:st: sm;III rnws, lx-c111~1..· you 
ctnnot liYe. Thq· ;m: dotmyin~ tht: 
mos1 important n1;wsp:1pcrs and 
m;1~azine. 

l thirrk th:u this i-. the: pmhkm of 
Africa, l.:uin Anwrk·a. anJ ot' Ct·ncr.11 
Europt". l warn rou tlut I Jo not ha\'<: 
an clahor:ue idea of how to hdp -
mayhc :1 hint llf ilk,ls. first of all. l chink 
chat Ami:riran nt:ws1x1pcrs should 
L"stahli:-.h rel:Uionships with import;mt 
Soviet democr:ttic nt'Wsp:1pc..-rs amt 
puhli~h. for in:-utm:i.:, on..:c a \.n:ck a 
IY.l~<: or an a1rkle s:1ying. this n<.v.'Sp:tper 
still exists. It will :tllr:tct public :icti:mion 
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to wh:.it is h:lpJx:ning. I know that somc 
nc:ws11:11x·r.; in the l~nilt:d St\lL"S prrpare 
one or two pagl:'s l:'\"l:'r)' Wl:'t"k ahouc tht: 
world. likt" what is happrning in Afrka. 
to l'n_,ltl" thi.: ta-.. tc for inti.:rnational nL"\\'S. 
Mayhl'. it would he hcner if cherr werr 
an inccm:itional rnl:'d ia ,_.,,ltl"h in thl:' 
l rnited StaH:s. hc<.·ausc wt: afl'. now 
always thn:ati:ncd chat the law nn press 
will he ;1holishl:'d or stoppl:'d 
1empor.1rily. 

Q - to what n,Jc:nt is the pn:ss in 
:'\i~cria and South Afrit:a rl:'Cd\'ing 
fon:i~n aid :md is that helpful, if they 
an=? 

SITHOLE - In South Africa the 
ahernatiw press particularly has hl:'l:'n 
<."Xisting ml:'rcly on ford~n :.tid. And in 
thl:' case of my nt:,..,spapcr, wt: han.: 
w:.trnin~, that thq will ~lop aid. As l'\"e 
said, adverciscmi:nts would force us to 
compromise our role. for e:ompl1.:. 
wt"0 \'e had a m<.-c:ting with ont: major 
rnultination:1! and wc said, wdl. we: 
would like you 10 advenise in our paper 
a~ you adn~rlhl:' in othl:'r paix-•r.;. Thq 
s:1id. hue you promot<.· strik<.·s. you 
puhlidze strikes hy workl:'r--. An<l thrn 
wl· !>aid, wdl, hut that is a <.lemm:rJtk 
principle. that right to strikt". 

EKPU - I'm not awart: that ;'1-;i~<.·rian 
ml·di:l ~clS any .i.id in the forms of 
tc<.:hnh.:al cquipml:'nt or finances. The 
only :.ii<l I know of is soml1hing likl:' :t 
conkn'.nl'l:', lik<.· this. or fdlowships or 
tr.lioin~ progr.tms. 

Q - Do you sl:'e the <lJnger in 
terms of the ml:'dia h:.tYing IO cornpro
misl:' tht:'msdn.-s if they would gd 
fol"-:i~n aid, or do they just not nl:'<.:d it 
in Ni~eria? 

EKPU - I don't chink :-o. I lhink lhat 
what one of the: founda1ion.~ llid in 
St:m:gal ra1hcr helps the journalist or 
helps thl:' institution to stand firm on its 
fcl1. It hdped it to pun:h:i.-.c some print
ing l"<tuipmL~I. :in<.l insteJd of dq">Cnding 
on the ~o\"emment press, the prt"!-iS was 
able to puhlish without kar that thi.: 
govcrnmc:nt press might refusl:' to print 
for it. I really c:an't see how it's going 
to compromise them. 

Q - I would like to hl·ar from c:ach 
nnt.· oft he p,mdis1s th<: om: single thing 
tll:H would help them most in tht" way 
of hdp from thl:' l l.S. or so-c:alkd fir.;t 
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\Xhrld. 
VESSENSKI - This fiKht is our fight, 

so you c:.tnnot suhstitute for us. That 
should be c:kar. Wl:' h:l\·e to <lo the joh. 
But th<.: att<.·ntion, ,he Arnt"ric:m ~men
tion to this prohkm of pn:ss is vt:'ry 
helpful. The intlul:'nn: of thi.: Ami.:ril·an 
prc:ss is vny big in our countq· and 
public opinion also. ~1.lyhr: nl"\\'sp:.iper.; 
need somt" kind of fin;rndal hdp. For 
imunce, my m."\\'spapcr dosnl hurcaus 
hi.:causc Wl" had no righc to change our 
ruhks for <.lollars (on thl· free market]·, 
the hank <li<.ln'l chan~c: our inonq· in 
full. \"lit' are only in Bonn and Fran1.·i.: 
and we havl· a stringer in London and 
NL"\\' '1.brk. 

EKPU - I think that the media i.:an 
do with a lot morr hdp in tr:1inin~. I 
think it's a more usdul arra to c:oncen
tr:.ttt: on, hoth outsi<.k of their (:oumrics 
and within 1hdr own counlril:'s, lo hdp 
tlwrn ikn-lop 1hdr skill!--and stn:ngthen 
I hdr confidl"IKt:. .\1aybc till' smalll:'r 
m."\\'spapcrs and ma~zini.:s cm do with 
s11nll" kind of tcchnkal support, like 
printin~ equipm1..:nt. whkh nt:.ty not he 
rK,:dnl anymorr in the AmericJn p~ss, 
IO help small organizations hi: ind1..:pcn
<knt. I don·r think that outright finan
dal support is 11!.Tt"ssary. 

SITHOLE - Jn our l"a!>l", financial 
:1ssist.:mce is very important. h,xause 
soml· of our nl:'wspapcr-- will not h<: 
rrn·i,·ing aid IK~innin~ nl"Xt yl':1r. Th:11 
woul<.I mean 1hat if we c.:an nnt ~cm-r.lt1..: 
funds hy th:.tt time. we'll ha\'e to shut 
down. Thl· otht"r thing is th:u Wt' h;1n: 
to have our own <.listribution nL·t work. 
:md it is not easy lo l·~l;lhlish a lll'.l work 
through Smllh Afrka. \Xi.: rrlr on hig 
rorpm:uions to di~tribull' our p:1pl:'rs. In 
f:.ict. thi:y haw i:n·n the IPownJ of con• 
trollin~ our prin·. 

THRANE - rd likl- lo ask lby if 
the~ are any pl.ms or l·hangt:s bdng 
m:tdl' in tht" kgal stmcture or othcrwisi.: 
~o ,hat :tftn thl:' next round of <.lcmo
cr.ttk dcctioos do you bopt" th:lt lhl:' 
prrs~ will ~ pmtect<.-d from shuc-down. 
th:tt :l system will he in place chafll 
make for a mon: su~t:.tined kin<l of 
<.lemocrJcy otlli:r than anothn foikd 
n:pcriml'llt in d\'ilian govc;rmm.:m? A11: 

thcri.: any r:hangt"s that will come alon1; 
10 protl·<:t your ahility to n:porl, 10 

prrsl:'n·e thl:' democratic pmcl:'ss? 
EKPU - :--lot that I know of. Al.'tu;tlly, 

many of the thin~s that the go\'cmment 
doc~ to throttll:' freedom of the pn."Ss :ire 
not kgal. Thl:'y are <.-xtrJ-legal steps, like 
Sl·ndin~ ~curity people: to h:U-.t\S pcopk-. 
When NL"\\'sWatch w:is shut down in 
1987, tht"re ,_.,:,s no law that pl:'rmiltl:'d 
th<.· gm·l·mm<.-nt to do that. lt was in ful't 
onc wi:ck lat1..:r that thc go\·erntn(;"nt 
wmtc up a decree to support the lq~:d 
:l<.'tion th:u it had :tln:ally c.tken. So it's 
not a matter of k~litr now. and I do 
not think that the silllation will change 
until 1992, when the ccncr:11 go\'em
ml:'nt will he ekctl:'<l. 

NYONG'O - I think one of the ways 
in which \"libtem mass media in par
ticu l:1r can help strt"ngtht"n prl:'ss 
frrl'dom in Afric:1 is taking up c.:1st"s of 
individuab. or n.~.1.uy championing thi:ir 
freedom. lt would not just help thl:' indi
Yiduals. hut also for:us tht" attention on 
thl'. r:11nditi11n of th<.· pn:ss lx:causc when 
one.: individual i:i. sl1ff'i.:rin~ detention ur 
being ~mow<.l fon:ihly. that is thl:' kinll 
of story th:n rnak<.-s an imp,ll1 on people 
Another one w.iy is for in<lh·i<.lual 
nt.."\\'Spapen. or radio st:1.tiom in the ll.5 .. 
"est Ccrmany. IO pair up with a r:1<lio 
station or :1 m-wspapt.·r in Afrka so that 
thc:y·u have this on!(oing relation.,hip 
not just in terms of material a.ssis1:mce 
hut l:'Xtl:'n<ll:'d visits :in<l so on. 

Q - I \vondcr what the panel thinks 
of ~ world hank of ncwsprim from 
which countries who nee<l it could 
drJw on from thl:' ccntr..tl supply. 

EKPU - That soun(.b like an int(;"r
<.:st iog idea. Hut thl:' problem is. how do 
you ~ct the: newsprint m thl:' pl:'non 
who needs il, hecrnsc you still ha\'C lo 
p;iss 1hrough the pons or the airport 
and thl· ~uwrnmcm is in ch:LQ;t: ofthc!-ie 
pb<.:es. So 111<.:y <.·ao sn· th<.· nt:wsprim, 
thl:'y can block it :m<.l il doesn't ~et to 
whon·cr it dm.-sn'l want it to get to. The 
othl·r thin~ l"d like to mention, in con
clusion. is that wi: h,wi: to ,vorry ahout, 
even thou~h there is so much euphoria 
ahout the pro-<ll:'moc:1n·y movement in 
Africa, wl· rc::tllr hav<: to worry :ihout 
whethcr or not lhl·St dl'.mocr.lcit:s will 
surt"i\"l:' if we do gel lh~rr. And I u~ the 
.'ll i~cri:m L-xampk to illustnle what I 
wa111 co S:l)', A numher of people in 



Nigeria are beginning to cn11c1zc the 
government, even though they support 
thl.'. movement tow.ml democr-JL"Y, but 
they arc afraid that the government is 
spending a lot of money whil:h could 
have Qtherwisc been spent in develop
ing facilities, wJ1cr and electricity, roads 
and so on, for the people. The gm·ern
ment in Nigeria has built party offices 
for politicians, for the two parties; it h;1s 

given ,1 lot of money 10 the different 
parties, and the philosophy bt'.hind it is 
that the government docs not want the 
rich people to fund panics, so that the 
rich man does not hij,tck the parties. It 
wants the parries to belong to every
body, so the government is spending a 
lot of money. The government is 

worried now that it doesn't haw that 
much money 10 continue to spend in 
onlcr to sustain democr.,cy. One of the 
reasons why the ~overnment recently 
preferred the open ballot system. the 
queue systt'm, people will just queue in 
lines behind 1hci.r favorite candidates or 
favorite parties, insteau of the secret 
ballot system, is that the secret hallm 
system is very expensive, buying b:11lot 
hoxes and printing ballot papers. So the 
government bas chosen the queue 
srstem, whi<:h was abolished in Kenya. 
I think, last yt'ar. And you begin to 
wonder what kind of democmcy this is 
going to he if people an: going 10 make 
their choice in the open and vote in the 
open. People in Nigeri:1 c:,11 it junk 

democmq·. It's ~oinA to IX' a pmblcm 
with many of the poor c-oumries in 
Africa, how they c:m find enough 
money to sustain the big bureaucracies 
that come with legislators· salaries, to 
find residential accommodations for 
them, and in some cases. they :1sk for 
1r-Jnsport, all supported hy the 1axpayer. 

SITHOLE - I would like 10 iterate 
that it is ;1 priority that independent 
nc. .. wspapers are kept in existence so that 
tbe process towards democr.1c:y doesn't 
fail. We can't have an election of a 
gowrnmcnt ;tnd if there he no supp<>rt 
from the press or other quarters, that 
will IX' the end. We will not Sl'e :rnolh(:r 
dection or we wi.11 not see a <.lcmocr.uic 
pro,·c,ss existing undcll,\round. 

The Role Of Electronic. Media 
Danny Schechter 
In the world today, informatjon has 
been globalized. I think the gulf w:ir 
may mark :t new srage in global infor
mation on television. The emergence of 
Cable News Network as at least aspir
ing to be a global network and its role.' 
around the world. In South Africa, for 
exampl<-', the South African Broad
casting CorporJtion, which is still con
trolled by the government, has done a 
deal with CNN. And so CNN is now 
seen oo South African television. But 
when South Africa now offert:d itself to 
Souch African television the response 
wa.~, "We don't need this show, ·cause 
we have CNN." The only point that 
wasn't made, was that of course, CNN 
doesn't have a bureau in South Africa 
and doesn't cover South Africa, parti• 
cularly. Except in major world crisis 
type situations. So the prublem of the 
electronic media is usually a national, 
L':tse-by-case study. 

Joe Ndifor 
Well. it is nine months since I came 

over to the United States as a Benton 
Fellow at ihe Univecsity of Chicago, and 
today I feel happy, and at t11e s:une time 
I feel sad. Happy hecause after 11 years 

of cons1ant har-.issmems, :1rrests :md 
detemions, I finally had a psycholoi;:ical 
breathing space. and nine months have 
made me feel 01Kc mon: Ukt· a human 
being. On the other hand I feel 5ad, 
bec:,usc after 11 years of relent less 
fighiing with the authorhie.s over the 
qt1es1ion of dc:n10cr-Jtic <.:hange in 
Cameroon, a lot is happenin~ back 
home, ,L~ I spc-.1.k here now, and I am not 
there 10 sec I he (ruits of the labor of a 
handful of other courageous colleagues, 
and myself. Over the last four weeks, at 
least 50 civilians h;we [)l'en shOt dead 
by Cameroon's sc-curity forces and 
soldier.;_ More than 500 university 
students have been arrested and detain
c-d. Of that number, ;6 arc dther dead 
or unaccounted for. AU I b.is iJl the strug
Kle to fon::c an :uuocmtic end to a 
repressive regime. to open up the 
system, at least in terms of 
account:1hil it y. 

Some of us journalists are pmud. even 
if ii took more than a decade to prepare 
the population psychologic-ally for what 
is happening today. 

Perhaps the grim situation in the 
pr.tctice of this noble profession until 
now. in Ca.inenJOn L"':111 be Ix-st explained 
hy our experiences as young journalists• 
in-tr.1ininA, and later as protcssionals. 

Most of us recdvcd a purely We~tcrn 
training in journalist back homc. Thi~ 
was made possible hy the fat·t that tht· 
jo:1rnalism school w:is international in 
status, owned hy JO countries, whid1 
made it impossible for my country to 
<.lict:ue the tcrms undc·r whi<:h this 
school would orwr.uc. This i;chool wa~ 
finally n:uionali.zed anyway. 

I wilJ 1K-ver forget my first (fa}' :u 
work. when thc suhdircctor of news 
took ml· to the nmice hoard of the 
r.1dio, and askeu me 10 reaJ aloud two 
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kt.,· ruks of tlw n1.·wsroom. one: 
military coup anywhni: in thc world 
should nen:r be announced on.·r stat<: 
r.1dio. '1\•.o: no stmknt di:-a11rhan<."l•s 
:myv.,hi:rt.· in thi: world should i:R·r lw 
carrki.l in the n(..·v,1s_ After ha\'ing 
cxen1ted my ordc~. I was m:1dc to 
unlkr.;t.1.nd chat I was no long1.:r in 
si:hool. and shouk! th,.:n:-forr fo~et 
whatever I learn<."<.I as a scu<.lem jour
n:11isc, for, as he put it. :md I quoce him, 
"thl' sicu:uion now is l'nlirt'.lY dilli:rcm." 

Now lei us c.:om1.· to C;um,;mon·s Con
stiCUtion with n:-~:m.l co the hasic 
frre<.loms_ They sound so ~ood on 
p:t[K"r: freedom of speech, fn:c<lom of 
the prns, fl'\_-nJorn of association. all of 
these are ~uar:intct."<.I hy this i:onsticu
tion. But it is followed hy a phrase: as 
long :L~ it i,; within the frJII1ework of 1h1.· 
law. This l"Ould still sound good. hut 
these laws al"t' unspedfkd, or are 
noncxiscenc, especially press bws. This 
makes workini,: very trkky. h1rthn
morc:, Wl" an: alwa)·s r1.·mimlnl ,hat 
r.idio :ind TV arr 1he (lt'r.;onal pmpcrty 
of thl' Prl'sidenc of the Republic 

It is a rule th:11 :my national story 
going on the air must ht' in 1hi: form of 
a i,:o\'i:rnmc:nt dqY.trtnwnt C.:<>mruuniqm:. 
whose contents are usually sketchy, or 
full or pr.1.ises of the one :tnd only prni· 
dc:nt of thc: RJ.:puhlit. A i,:ood prot~·s
sional who <ll."cides to carry ocher 
stories besides official ~leases ls usuall\' 
kft to gropt.· in thl" dark. If hl" b ri~ht. 
in thl· Yii:w of thi: authoritil·s, he is 
ignored. But if he is wrong, in their 
\·k"w, he is in hi,1; trouble. A few 
courngcous '-"Olk,igucs. lnc.:lmling 
myself, I.lid th<: second option_ By 1980 
we wen: nmning some pri,:1te show~; on 
the r.i<lio. which could he critkiznl hy 
thl." systl·m. Such show~ wt·r1.· dosdy 
monitored hy the ruthless secret state 
police. The same :tpplic<l 10 thr: almost 
non-t-xisccm private n<,wsp:l[Krs. 

In our hii.l to challcngl' till' :-ystl"lll intc, 
breaking admini~tr.itin: n::d tape:. a few 
colk-Jgucs ha\"e heen php;ic:illr dimi
na1cd. The latest happened thrn· yctrs 
ago, when tht· mutil,at.·d body of the 
editor of :1 C:ltholk nL·wspapc:r was 
founc.l nt.-Jr his home:, in a loc:il p:1rish 
in the nation:11 capi1:1l. Thl· ~rt,m:r p;tr( 
of us wen'. simply arn:stn! and detained 
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without trfa! ti.>r lonN and unspecified 
pc,_·rioi.1., hy thl· Sl."l"ff."( politT. In :m 
I l•yc:1r c:m.'t:r. I ha,·c hccn thrown in jail 
fi\'l." tinti:s. If I h:in.· survi\"cd this for. ii 
has l'M.:'l"n <lul." to a numhcr of factor.;. 
Fir.;(, the: l.ondon-ha~1.:tl Amnc:.~ty lntl·r
n:itionaL secondly. until n:-cc:ntly. chi: 
:'1,1,:w ibrk lncno:!lional Comnlittf.T to 
Pmtixt Journalists: third. thc C:tnil·rnon 
Bar Association, ;tnd its presi(knt, who 
happens to he my hmthcr-in-law; and. 
l1.1unhly, ,.od surprisin.,;ly enough. my 
witc:. a polii;c; otfin:r, whC> has always 
hccn hcside me whcm_"\•er I'm arn:-st1.:d 
to make sure thal her sadistic colleagues 
nnn touc.:h mc phpically. 

Other rolkague; han· not hn·n th,lt 
lucky. :\lost of them han: hecn frus
tr:1tc<.I in one way or the 01hcr, and 
forcnl to i,:o into exile. dthcr to the 
I lnitnl State:~. to Frant:c.: or to Hritain_ 

Besides the \':btcrn-oricll(c;d tr:1inin,!_ 
w1.· haYe rccei\'c<.I as ~tu<.lcnt journalist~. 
\\T :th,:tys look to WeMcrn soci1.ty ;md 
its demon-atic imtitutiom to cvcntually 
help us out uf Litt: quJ.rtt:r of a t:l'nlllry 
politk:tl quawnin·. \'i;i: could rc:td new~
p:1pc.·~ from ;1hm:1d, :L'i long :L, cht_•y con
wined nothing critical of thl' rcgiml' in 
p1lwt·r. Ford~n radio has always hlTn 
accessible, chc BBC. the \bicc of 
Amcric:1, 1-t1dio l'r.me<:', which Wt' saw 
a.~ modd~ in till' sh:1pi11g of our own 
media organi;,lttion~ in lh1: future. Sur
prisin)tly cnou~h. Wl' met ~t·thacks fnun 
un(·xpl-rtnl q11art1.·r:-.. likt· 1h1.· Amnic:ln 
diploma1ic.: mi.-.sion. Thn,: h:t\'c: h1.Tn 
occasions in which colkagui:s, indui.1-
ing mysdf, ha\'e been punished_ After 
all, rht• C.tmt'mo11 goRTnnll.'nt rccdvnl 
complainc~ from American diplomats of 
our nitidzing American forri~n policy. 

Till" ,,·or.;1 L·asi: didn't ill\'Ol\'c 111ysdf, 
htH the: c;d±(or of T\' nt_·w~ ;U thc time. 
tic docs soml' rt·ports for c:,,;:,.i these 
days. '\l;i..·11. this happrnnl wlwn our 
l'n:sidc;nt wa~ visit in~ thc l "niti:i.l St.11l'S
That w.t, ~om<:tinw in 19?!6. and he w.1.~ 
:1<.-comp:mil'<l by the l ·_s_ amhasi,;ador to 
<:amcn>on. On Canwroon "I'\- w1.· pm 
on thl'. .1ir <i<:nnan pmdurtions, ani.l 1hi.~ 
lime. thl'rl' \\~ts a pnxluction on suev,cry 
in C:uuemun. and it coincided with the 
1irnt· wlwn Pn::sidL·nt Rl':1g:111 had u11d1.·r
i,:one ,u~1:ry_ < :haev,1.:' d"affain:-~ of lhl'. 
American emba~sy lodgeu a bitccr com-

plaint that \\T ,,·1.·n· actually making a 
mockt.·ry of tlw fa<:I th:u lka~an had had 
SUCV,l'ry. This r.tiscd hell. and our c<.litor
irH:hid w:ls :trrntnl hri1.·fly hy tht· 
policc, ani.l, :tfln that, was susix·ndcd 
from his job for thn:-c months. which 
made u~ start wondering. hec.1usc we 
!ookn! up to Aml'rica, as tlwy h.tn· 
made 1.1s urnkr-.t,md that thi:y c.:ouli.l 
hdp us in chis ~tru~glc for 
indcpcndcnt·c. 

\ti..· comi: h:tt·k IO tht· kl·y <l'•K·stion: 
Docs the dc<:tmnil,; medfa havi: ,my mk 
to play in the mm·cmcnt for demm.:racy? 
The answer ddinitdy is yes. I ha\T with 
mi: an audio Cls.~i:ni:. which, hn:au~.: of 
cimi: i:onstrain1s. we: <:.mnot listen to 
hl'rc. of a dchale on slate rJdio. on 
muhiparty politics, which I modcr.m.·<.I 
on Sunday. thl' 10th of ,\fay. !:ls, ~Tar. It 
"'-':ts a landm.1rk in the troublc:d history 
of journa!ism in Caml'rcJCm. hwoln·d 
\'ITC"t" uni,u~icy ll·cturen;, lhrn· of thl'm 
:md 10 oth1.:r rolkagm:s. 'fa-o days atkr 
it went on Che air, we were: all arresle."t.l 
hy tht· sn·n·1 polk1.·. 

A~ I s1Kak thL· rurrc:nt gon·rnmcnt 
h:ts givl'Il in to rdorms. but the: popula
tion s:iys ii is not c,_·nou~h-Thi: i;ountry·s 
going throu~h a tcrrihlc cr.msition, 
v,,hi<.·h we: hopl' will l'n<l .~Ul"l"l"Ssfully, 
hn::tusc: ii is in such rnollll"lltS that 
soldiers an:- u~u.tlly (c;mptcd to sci;,,~ 
power. and we all know what they are 
not ;mmn~ the world\ gn'.:lll'~t thinkt•r.;. 
As othc:r colh;agucs have said in earlier 
lliscoul'$eS, w1; .LR' barely managing to 
surYive. and we feel that it would he of 
much a~sistance if our collca.,;un in chi: 
V.'1:M1.:rn nu;dia p;iy morl.'. at11:ntion to 

chc plight of Africa. 

Peter Marek 
The situ:uion in Eastern Europe is 

\'Cr~· similar 10 1h:11 one in ,\fricl ani.l 
;1\so l.:t1in America. opcci:llly in the 
point th:ic <.lt'motT,KY ctwrc: is very un
h:il:tncnl. ii ·s lr.t~ik_ We cm si:t· it in 
ordin:in· pniplc, how they n·;Kl, 

c:.~pn.:ially nuw. when tlKT h;t\"l' free 
:l(ces~ co infi.)fm:nion_ Thc.:y arc. m:tn~· 
limt's thq· ;tn: n:ry confused :ilso 
bn·.1ust: of I his faL1. :ind it\ mui:h c.L~ier 
for ,my populist ll'adn to win !heir 



.u1cmion, and 10 win 1ht:ir popularity. 
We: can sec ii in C7.cchoslov:lkia: wc cm 
sce in Romania; in tbt' Sovkt Union; 
Poland, also. I think this is one <.>f the 
spcdal features for any weak demo
t·r,t<:y. And dcmocr.K)" is st ill wcak in 
C7A.·choslovakia. 

I haven't been s1udyin~ journalism 
hernuse, as rou know in Czt:choslo
vakia, all. not only :111 unh·crsities, but 
au schools, pr.1crically everything, was 
40 years controllt:d by Communists. So 
although then: was faculty of journ;llism 
in Prague there was nothing much 10 

learn the.re. I received my degree in 
economics. 

l ended up in Ctechoslovakia mdio. 
three years before the Revolution. I had 
re-.11ly some experience with the contn>l 
of media by government, in this case hy 
a Communist gowrnment. fin.I, all the 
leading posts. all the leadership, was 
controlled by Communists. There 
wasn't access for anybody who wasn't 
Commun.is, to gain any leading post in 
any scue-run media, and all the media. 
I \\".Is working in the newsroom, hut as 
a non-Communist, I w.as <k:11ing with 
I news that) from their point of vi<.w '\\':L~ 

not so interesting, what is going in 
Argentina, or Southern Afrirn, and so 
on. Because of censorship, I started 10 

contrihute also to some ~o-called 
llllde,:yround n1:1g:1zines. which WlTt' 

issued at that rime in c,.(·choslo\':1kia, 
not in large number of copies, but they 
were influential, e~pccially :imong tht· 
i melligemsia. 

!After! the Velvet Revolution one yc:1r 
and a half ago, the state-run media still 
weren't giving all the information. So, 
on thl.'. first dealings between Ci\"ic 
Forum, which was in that timc a vt-rr 
bro:id rt"\'Olutionary movement. tandJ 
the Communist go\'ernmem. it w:1s 
decided 10 esc1hlish Ci\'ic forum bmad
casting. I hccame editor. anchor, 
reporter, pmnically e\Wything. of thii. 
program. II was broadcast a half hour 
in the morning and one hour in tht· 
t.0\'Cning, on one st:ue-run fcdc:r.11 chan
nd. This progr.un was very influential; 
it had the largest numher of listeners in 
the last 20 or /40 rears. Every dar we: 
rt'ccived a largt· numher of Jcuers, of 
tekphone calls, many visitor.. and so -

hecausc ·we were given information 
which ,~~,s acce~~ihlc to thc puhlic as a 
whole. for the population of all our 
n:puhlil'. for pr:1<:ti<.:ally :111 those 40 
years. l.ike what is IIJ<: real en\'imnmen
t:tl damage, for example:. in Northern 
Bohc:mia. which i~ one: of the most 
polluted parts of Eun,pe. What is thc 
rcal economic situ:nion? 

We, prcsc:ntt:d for I he: Ii rSt I imc: sud1 
progr.1111s as political discussions with 
people of different opinions, something 
lik(' CNN's Crossfire. This w:Ls quite new 
for Czechoslovak listeni::rs and they 
were slHll'ked. for example, at 
somebody's nitidzing Pn:sidem Havc:I. 
Or they used to be so. People still have 
problems with this fact. It isn't like 
hcing he~ in the United States. 1ha1 you 
can listen co somchody's dilkrcnt 
opinion. and e\'erything is OK. In 
C:,.cchoslo\'akia, for tht· people ii still 
me:ms rou want to put somehody out 
of his job or something likt· that. 

What is now most important for n:~1lly 
opening the nu.:dia in Czc..:hoslovakia, 
it's a proposnl law on hroade,tsting in 
the Czc.choslma;ikia P:trli,um:111. The first 
dmft was prepared - and it was 
prep:1rcd by go\'crnmental lawyers -
and many people bccami:: unsatisfied 
with this first pmposal, be..:ause it was 
still keeping that strong s1:11c comrol 
O\'t:r medi:1. I - with some of my 
friends - pn.:p;tn.:d a new draft, and 
many lawrers and many people came 
with ath-iec. Also some from the United 
St.1tes wen- collaborating on the prcpr-a
tion of a nc·w draft, whkh was ju~! 
finished. and should be passed by the 
Parliament. 

This new law will give: the righl to 
hrnadcast 1101 only to a i;:ovcrnment, ur 
a Slatc-run rm:di.1, but also 10 private 
broadcasters. llndc:r chi~ law the: st:uc·
run medfa should be ch:mged imo a 
type of publk broadcasting media, 
something ti.kc here in the: United States. 
(you ha\'e PBS and. in the radio network, 
NPR). Mre:itly some license1-have been 
gh c·n to private, or let's sar non
government bmadc:as1crs in C:t.cchoslo
vJki:l. There arc now more· than 20 non
gnvcrnmt·nt broadeastc:rs. There is a 
discussion in C:techoslov:ikia whether 
it!> hroadcasting should he morc similar 

to a Wc:~I European or an American 
model. 

Carol Jenkins 
One of the· thin~ 1ha1 we· beard all 

day today, some of last night. was this 
t.alk of tek"\·ision and radio in Centr.d 
Eurupc .1nd Africa. and without excep
tion, while therc may have been some 
ncw~p:1pers th:ll were fret· and some
what :11 liherty to n·port what thc-y 
,~~11111.:d, in almost c:,·cry instance there 
was no tclC\'ision network or r.idio net• 
work that was allowed to do the same 
thing. That is bccausc: of thi~ cnormous 
reach that television has, the enormous 
power of immcdiaq that we have seen 
in so many instances recently. 

Hecause I am a local reporter at NBC 
io New York, and our territory. if rou 
will. <:oven; New 'ltlrk, New Jersey, and 
parts of Connccl icut. it is not 100 often 
that we C'an present a powerful case for 
1,1oing to Johannesburg ;md standing in 
Soweto and doing live remotes. 

The station pn,vi.ously had ,cnt me to 
br:1el for one of the anniver.;aries, so I 
h;1d been there. We, or <:nurse, have had 
reporters in Lkrl in for I he colh1psc of 
the wall, but rarely do we get ou1side 
of the country. There had been some 
intcn:st in it. and we bad applied for a 
vi~:1 Ito South Africa) in 1988, and as 
you well know, had occn rejt'-1ed at that 
point. The elintate in the hcginning of 
1990 was somewhat different: we 
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;1pplit'd ,md we were approved. II wa~ 
;1 time when South Afrk-J WJ!> apparently 
quite willing IO h;wc people come to 
their country. i.ncluding local n:poru:rs 
who woo.Id only be broadcasting 10 a 
l.imitt'd audience. Now, even thoui,:h we 
h;1d applied for visas. and we applied 
tor two technicians, c:1merJ man, sound 
man. two reporten,. two p1:oducen.. a 
huge haucry of people to ~o to South 
Africa. when ii finally came to pass. the 
only people who went, ;md the only 
reason that I went was that I was s1:1nd• 
ing at the assignment desk like this, 
looking at the assignment editor in thc 
eye. 

It took perh:tps 6 hours to make the 
decision to go, even though we knew 
that the ttlease was imminent because, 
well should wc go? Would the hnusc
wifr in Queens he in1eres1cd? Does 
anybody c:1re ahout this story? C:m \Ve 
afford it? Mayhe the m .. 1work will cover 
ii for us. We have everything that we 
could want frum the local network. We 
don·1 11t.-co:.l a local perspective. Well, 
simply by s~mo:Jing there at 1he assign
ment desk, and really embarrassing the 
person who was behind there, wt· wen: 
ultim:1tcly able to go. No crt·w. Just a 
reporter and :i producer. which me:mt 
that we landed in Johanneshu111 ,u a 
time when every available rnmer.unan 
h:td been snapped up by c-v,~ry news 
org:mi;r.ation that wa~ sent. 

The place was floodc:d with people. 
So the c:Ulll'r.t c-rcw 1ha1 we got was 
usually :icn1stomeJ to doing wildlife. 
intense dose-ups of fish, animals. and 
whatever. In locJI news in Nt·w Yl►rk, 
we o:Jo a lot of running .iround in the 
streets. That's the vvay we cover the 
news. It's not news unless we are rJci~ 
down some street, breathlessly. We get 
10 Johanncshurg. finally hook up to this 
camer-.iman, and say, you've really got 
to move, and he woukl look at us and 
say. move? I'm going as fast as I can. So 
the man really did not know the differ
ence between a leisurely three-hour 
shoot. a setup, 10 perhaps get a pat.sing 
fish or an animal, and you·ve n;;lllr got 
to get it now. or else Mr. Mandda is not 
going to he there. llc's not going 10 

s1:1nd omsio:Je of )ljs house forever. 
well, my producer and I, Bob Wdner, 
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a very capable man, we managed to, 
thmugh our c:uner.1 person and through 
the gmces of the NBC network, we 
were ahle 10 be~u.1 feeding live reports. 
The next day we wert~ in Sowt~IO. s1.uid
ing :Kross the street fmm the Mandd;i 
rcsidt'JlCc, and as ;ill of us in this room 
I'm sure would agree, this w;1s a major 
story, the release of Nelson Mandela. 

The news myani;r.ation al home was 
not quite so sure. They knew it \\·~ts im
porcuu. hut another local storr ,vas 
breaking at that time, and that was that 
Donald and Iv.ma '!rump were having 
some mariml troubles. The debate in the 
locll nc.·wsroom w-Js whether the release 
of Nelson Mandela or the divorce of 
Donald and Ivana Trump w:.ts more 
important. Well, a victory, that first day, 
we won. We led tile show on a Sunday 
night, led the ~how on a Monday night. 

From that point on, that w:.1s all we 
could get from our local news OllJaniz.1-
tion because it ·was clear the Donald and 
Ivana "Ji:ump we.re now certainly more 
important, because not only were they 
separating, but it appeared that she 
wanted his money. Certainly the house
wife in Queens had an interest in that, 
as opposed to wh:11 was going on in 
South Afric1. 

Wl· did reports evc-ry d;1y, but every 
day it sort of slipped. By Friday Ndson 
Mandela and the population of South 
Africa and the enormous changes that 
were taking place in that country were 
slipping o:Jown the list of priority in 
terms of what was important in local 
nevvs. You can imagine my shock Mano:.!• 
ing in front of a camcm with an ear
piece, and I could hear the local news 
that ,,~,s going on back there. and I 
rnuld sc·c· the pt.:oplc dancing in the 
streets. ano:J the excitement, and just the 
tremendous impact of this occasion. 
and I would hrnr: Carol Jenkins is in 
South Afrirn. and she'll ht· with us in 
just a minutl·. hut first ... h·Jna and 
Oon:1ld 'frump, thc local murder, the 
murder of llw day, the rubbery of the 
d:t}'. 1 he scandal of the day, and then 
finally they Wt)Ukl gc::t. to us. 

We in this mom haw all hecn thmugh 
some version of th;u. so we understand 
it. When we got h:u;k 10 New York. we 
had quite a hit of material and we per-

suadn1 the people :11 NIK to let us do 
- we only asked for, lx:c;iuse our sights 
hao:J been set IOO small - may we have 
a half an hour pleas<: to consolidate our 
m:uerial? I mean we wouldn't dare of 
thinking about an hour, although that's 
wh;u we really w,mtt:tl. We kept saying, 
we have enough material for an hour, 
should we ask for an hour? They said, 
no, thl.")''11 never give us an hour. 
Because of a progmmming snafu, it 
turned out that they had not onlr a half 
hour available, but an hour to put this 
on, and tht-y gave us a prime time, from 
8 to 9 o'clock on a Sunday night, which 
was the ideal opportunity to pm on a 
hroadcast ahout South Africa. 
~ put this hour on. and we had pro

motion, and what happened? It was 
almost as if the housewife test was 
failed, because we found out that there 
really were not, so it woulll seem, a lot 
of people in our viewing area interested 
in the subject of South Africa. [but what 
we] ... lliscovered was that the NBC 
brJSS jdid not come) in scre-.uning, that's 
the l,lst time we'll every do anything 
that doesn't deal with what goes on 
right in our community because the 
people are not interested. 

That, i.n a nutshell, is the e.xperien.,e. 
amt I guess that. we're not i:tlking ahou1 
outright censorship in the sense of the 
state contn)lled, and somcbodr saying 
you will not cover this subject. But it 
is what we are run by often. even on a 
daily basis. on the kino:Js of stories that 
we do when we are tryin~ to make the 
case for a story on Africa. 

As I guess it was said last night about 
the recognil .. 'lhili1y of African leaders. 
that there were only two and they were 
Nelson Mandela and F. W. deKJerk. And 
after that, they sort of went off tht' 
,·isihilitr lcYel. Certainly in the 
nc.-wsroom if you try to do a story about 
any other country. any other African 
coumry except South Africa, you are 
met with such a blank look. Starving 
chilcln:n don't mauer. education doesn't 
maner. Conceivably, if you're going IO 

o:Jo an AIDS story. that might mauer 
because there's enough sensationalism 
in that 10 get it on the air if you can pin 
it on somt'onc in a country in Africa. 
Then it perhaps might be a way of 



covc:rin~ the eomincnt. So not cen~or
ship, per se. hut we: :m: run hr r.itin~"· 
by who watches. by the documemation. 

Q - Why is ii 1ha1 in the Afril'an
Amcricin community, then: seems to he 
culiui:.tl dcgc:ner:ttion insofar as .iucn
tification with Africa, and how can 
African countries <lo more to promott· 
their own needs agenda in the United 
St:11cs? 

JENKINS - I'm not sure that I n:al
ly h.1vc any formal answc:r for you, hut 
your question speaks to one of the 
debates that is raging now within many 
sorts of academic cirdes about what 
kinds of history to 1c:1ch. It is the: kind 
of debate whkh looks :11 what ,v1.: t("ach 
our chikln:n within the publk schooh. 
I think on,: of the n:ason~ why tht· 
younger genemtion has nm daimnl 
really pans of Africa is that we have fail
e<l to pass on the knowledge an<l 
history of much of the Third World, and 
most of our education in this country 
has heen, and st ill is, Eurocer:tt ric. A1, 
long as it is. as long as it remains that 
way, it's going to be very <lifficult for us 
ro teach our children world history aod 
world <."vc:nts. That, I think, is really 
what the k<·y is - that we need to start 
teaching in th,: schools not only 
African-American children, hut all 
children, so that there's ;l sense that we 
all shan: in this worh..J. tltm we liave all 
made a very significant son of co111rihu
tion to world society. 

BE'rfY DAYE - I'd like to say 
something about the difficulty too th:u 
African-American journalists have, in 
our industry, in trying lO tell the story, 
not just of Africa. but what's going on 
in Black America. and a lack of interesr 
in our editors and the reputation that 
some of us have gained. because we 
want to write about, or see things on 
the air. where people an: not interestc:d. 
I mean that's what you t.alk about a lot, 
our own frustr:uion and why so many 
Africao-Amcri<.:an journalists are leaving 
the business because of the mcism that 
we face in our in<lustry. 

SCHECHTER - I've been muck by 
the recc-ptivity and interest in Afric,l 
among black youth in particular. Some 
yc:ar.-ago the cultural fashion on the 
streets of New York and in the inm:r 

c111es of Am,·rica was 10 wc:1r gold 
chains. A lot of tho~e chains an: gone 
now and pt'opk art' ,waring African 
medallions. Thc·rt is an i<k'ntilk:11ion: 
there i~ an interest. The pmhk,m i~ that 
our public c:dm:atiooal srstem is collap
sing. I think African intc:lkctuals. 
s~:holars. journaliMs, etceu:r.i, hav,: to 
make more of a conn·rt("d dfort tO 

target the United Su1cs, people would 
be predispoSt'd to be intel'l:'sted in what's 
going on, in Africa, and particularly the 
African-American community. You can 
bet the lsrJeli goYernment has done so 
i.n this government, in creating a con
stituency of both finandal support, 
which affecb Amerirnn aid. and 
nnrthing dst·. Ami I'm juM ~mting tht' 
fan~ hl'.n:. African j.tO\'lTllllll'lllS ha\'en't 
don,: so. 

[About covec-Jge of South Afrka 
uo<ler restriction.) Our position from 
the \'cry heginning w:1s that you could 
cover South Afric:1, despite the media 
n.-:striet.ions. That the prohlern of censor
ship was not simply the problem of 
some bad guys in Prt'.toria. hut of Oc."WS 

management and priorities of coverage 
in the Un.ited States. There were many 
stories that wen: done that never made 
air, that were put on the shelf in New 
'\brk for whatever reasons. Once tht: 
pn.-ss re~trictions (were lifted( th~~ reality 
of tile fact was that tilt· story wem away 
in TV terms, hy .ind large. Not every
where - some networks were hetter 
th.In others, and some journalists were 
hell.er than others. hut as a whole, the 
pen:eption of what was happening in 
South Africa declined, and it's declin• 
ing once again, with CHS scaling back 
its hureau; other networks likely to 
follow. What we became advocates for 
,v:1s not any polirirnl party or group or 
anti-journalists, but for more coverage 
of South Africa, people who coo11rrned 
their expt:rience 10 us time :111d t imc· 
again, many of whom w,:rc afraid to go 
on camer:1, ~c;1usc the..;' didn't want to 
criticize their own network. talked to us 
off the n·cord about thc:ir frustr.itions 
and their 1:xperiencc:s in getting the 
swry on l he :tir, and convi11ci.ng I net
work offici<1lsl in Ntw '\'<irk that 30.000 
dtildren in prison lin South Africa] was 
a valid story ,-ven though there wasn't 

,·iolence in the streets. I think <listioc
tion ha:. to Ix-dmwn between thl: intem 
;md tht' t:ompetence and the conscious-
111.:ss of individual journalists who were 
1rying to do a good job, an<l the: reality 
that they were dealing with. Pc:ople 
who were South Africans. like· a fellow 
who worked for Reuters. told me that 
during the state of eme.rgenc:y, our 
lawyers hecam,: our editors. Everything 
we write has to he rasst:<l through our 
lawye11,. There was a chilling cff<:ct; 
then:· was self-censorship. It wasn't me 
that made the statement, but D:in 
Rather's producc:r, who wrote an article 
in Thl' New York Times. and he said 
there was virtual media appeasc:ment 
~oing on in South Africa, that we 
cmi,~t·d tht· line. Not one American cor
n·spunckn1 was thrown out of South 
Africa to mr knowlc:dgt'. 

It ·s not the same thing as the case: in 
Eastern Europe or in the Soviet Union. 
There w:1s a badge of honor for pushing 
1J1e limits. and it didn't happen in South 
Africa. 1-lis conclusion was that if you 
can't <lo the job, you should get out. My 
conclusion was, no, go in then:- am.I 
demoL1str.11e th:tt you can cover the 
MOr)'. 

It w:1sn't me that took the risks; there 
were a lot of journalists in South Africa 
that took rbks in a very hazy area of 
continuing to cover the story. an(! Wt' 

wen:: ablt to report it, and other joumal
i.sts were able 10 report it. But I think 
it's unfair to suggest that we were att1<:k• 
ing our colleagues. We wc:rt' tryi.ng to 
stren~then our colleagues. :1mt show 
th:u there was interest in this story, and 
a demand for this story, because jour
nalism happen~ within a com1:xt. What 
gets on the air is a set of priorities, it's 
the consciousnes.<; of the particular pro
ducer, and th,: people on the dl'.Sk. 

1 was with Jesse Jackson in 1986. in 
Hamre. and we intervkwed the presi
dent of Zimbabwe. president Mugabe. 
We were wlking about American 
military help, and Jesse Jackson was 
making the point that a Ma~hall Piao 
of some kind was ncc<le<l for Africa and 
was suggc:sting that Zimbabwe should 
get militlry aid from the United States 
to defend itsdf against South Africa, 
which hat! droppt'd bombs in Z:unhia 
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six months earlier. a~ p.1r1 of its d('
stthli.-~nion dfort. I asknl Mugahe, 
would you be opc:n to chat? He said, you 
know you're the first pe.r.;on who's 
asked me th,11. Ahsolutdy. And he made: 
a smtcmcm. He said, I would welcome 
mili1.ary aid bcc:msc wc: could divcn aid 
to a11:riculture a1td education and other 
things we need in our ck·vclopmem. I 
1hough1 it was an interesting story, and 
I had it on wpe, and it \\o,1s a 11:ood 
sound bit(', so I called New York. I 
called the ABC foreign news desk. and 
l got one question from the editor there. 
And it stopped me cold, :md it shut me 
up. And the question was. wher(' is 
Hamre? 

RAJ CHENGAPPA - In a democ.mq• 
like· India, when: we ha\'e e<)lllplete state 
control of both tekvision ,Uld mdio 
wh_ercas the press is free, television 
reaches 70 per cem of tlw people, and 
the press i,::aches just about JO per cent. 
1 think the press plays an important mle 
in sust1ining <lcmocr.i<.y, but how do we· 
support the electronic media? What is 
the war we· can break the stranglehold? 
Where must of th(' people arc being in
formed badly. or biascdly, by tht statc
controllt-d media, and i.n no way pro
moting democracy. I think some e:cun
ples have come up. I think Danny's 
video, which I saw the other dar, is a 
great elelmple. My mas:1zine has also 
launc::hcd a video magazine Ion GlS.'il'ttes) 
that tries to b11:'ak the ceosocship. We 
cover events live. We're constantly in 
trouble. We showed a guy being killed 
on television. We need to support these 
kinds of progr.uns. In fact. the elect ion 
right now is being fought in India 
through the electronic media. It's not 
the press. we·n: just covering the 
spect.uors. 

\X'l1at we do, it's a very compk·x 
system at the moment and tht ~owrn
ment is only getting wise to it now. 
Und('r the ta,-..,, all film. television and 
rad.io is opc:n to cens(ll'ship. So what Wl' 
have to do is submit the c.1ssettcs to the 
govnnmem and the government then 
uses this kind of control to dl'lay our 
progmm. 

We ;ire a monthly video and they 
haw <lclay<.-d it for a month or two 
momhs if they <lidn't likt' the progr,un. 

62 Nieman Reports 

I WcJ go to the press council :md ~et 
th('m 10 release it. Then we would send 
it out to libraries who would, of comse. 
in India bernuse the pimcy industry is 
vcry high, then make copic,s and circu
lalt'. it all over. In fact. ii goes right down 
10 many of the slate rnpilals, the districts 
and p,u-;1llcl to tha1. India 'Joday is not 
the only m.1gazine that's down there. 
We've found this whole industry thal's 
grown where you have the small pro• 
ducers :md the small guys who just 
make programs and add enterwinment 
and film and that kind of thing and sell 
it there. Africa js very similar to India 
in terms of education. In India, seventy 
per cent of people ;u-e not educated and 
it's this clci:1mnic media that will serve 
the purpo!le. 

Oh, they may not have food to eat in 
India, or, you know, bu1 thc:-r'U have a 
tcle\'iSion SCI. And they'll have l.000 
rupies, which is the cost of a blai;k and 
white television set. 

SCHECHTER - It's a great story. 
When he says cassettes, it's not people 
throwing stuff togcther . It's actu.1I. 
There's a program called Newstrack 
which has investigative reporting 
segments. These arc distributed through 
video stores and in some c:1ses outsell 
major movil·s. Thcr have low-cost ren
tals. People rem them and there's :11r.1di• 
tion of eommun:tl \'iewing. This h:ts 
a<.1u:1lly gotten ;uour<d the dosed nature 
of the Indian television system and it's 
an interesting model. 

... there is a very valuable resoun:c 
in South Africa, the alternative media. 
I can't daim a lot of our stories were 
being reported in New Nation, in the 
Wcekly Mail, and the Sowetao that you 
didn't read in 1he New York Times, but 
(they) had a much different approach 
and a different perspectin:. 

One very glaring 01w gets us imo the 
qucsrion of contem and democrJCy. The 
rdease of Nelson M:mdda. 'Jhl Koppd 
stood in front of the 1'11:"sidcmial 
mansion in Cape 'lbwn and he said, 
(dcKlcrl;J i~ lhl: GorbadK"V of South 
Africa, words to that effect. This is the 
man that frn:d M;mdcla. The power is 
here. The alll:rnativc media in South 
Africa was saying that, in fan, Mandela 
himself had initiated [his rdcasc·j from 

within prison and it reflected the move• 
menl within the country which had 
been building for sc.·vcrJI years. The 
democratit movement, the defiance 
campaigns and initiatives that wcre 
actually happcning from within the 
movement, not from outside the move
ment. In a sense, the image would be 
that Mandela released Mandda, if you 
were looking for tht' headlinl· on it in 
some way. It's a verr differem story. It's 
a bottom-up approach to journalism. It's 
an inside-out approach rather than an 
outside-in .ipproach. 

We can learn from African journ;ilists 
and journalists from other countries, 
Czechoslovakia or :mrwherc else, br 
trying to find ways to see what's in their 
media and how they interpret their own 
situation, and by reporting that, we 
might get a l>cner fix on thing~. 

... it's true that the Mandela 
coverage t('nded to mythologize the 
man, and in a sense obscure and not 
really t:tlk about the politics of his 
movemem and concrete contr.1diccions 
and realities that were going on there. 
The next story in<..-vitably bcc:unc does 
the hero have feet of clay? And we're 
going to chip away at that and show 
that he's not what we basically 
presented him as being. ABC World 
News 'lbnight did a piece on Mandela 
which "-~ts a, people-don't-like-him 
kind of story. Rut they interviewed 
people who wen: in Other political 
oig;tnit.ations without really identifying 
who they were: the piece was a linlc 
confusing in that respect, but there 
hasn't been ver}' much follow-up 
cover-Jge. That's true of not just South 
Africa, hut a lot of stories. 

NDIFOR - If the ques1ion is what 
can now be covered in South Africa 
hecause there is that complicated situa
tion, then my answer will be that of 
cour.;c there is a very complicated situ;,. 
tion in South Africa. There is a wide 
covemge of the Winnie Mandela trial. 
OK, we don't say she's right or wron~, 
hut - if we look at w'hat is 'happening 
in South Africa at the same time - a 
deputy oftkial of the governmem who 
is l)eing accused of murder. That is not 
being given coverage. Our view is that 
the South African media and the foreign 



media should, in fact, try 10 get ro 
bottom of the issues instead of pecki.ng 
in places within the whole political 
issue in South Africa. It also takes me 
to the question of the violence that's 
going on in South Africa. I read :l paper 
yesterday in London and wh:11 I 
gathered is that well, the bl:tck on black 
violence was continuin8 in South 
Africa. All I'm saying is there should be 
an attempt 10 get deep to what is in fact 
happening in South Afric:1 and not 
explain the violence in a very simplistic 
way. It's a situation whereby to.reign 
journalists can try and find out from 1he 
relevant people in South Africa what is 
in fact inlt'rcsting ;u the particular time. 
With relc-v.tnt people I mean, marhc the 
victims of the violence that they would 
tell rou exactly who is :mackin~ them. 
I'm not blaming them, but what h;1s 
happened is that most journalists have 
relied on press releases from the South 
Afric:tn police or on the R o'clock news 
of the South African BroadcaMing 
Corpor.ition, 1hc TV ... 

VIVIAN LOWERY DERRYCK - I 
want to go back to the question about 
building a constituency for Africa. I just 
rc:turncd from a conference in Abidj:m 
which brought together ahout 500 
Americans and Africans. the predomi
n:mce of the Americans hcing black. 
This was :, direct effort 10 build :1 con 

stitucncy for A fric:1 het wt·en A fric:ins 
and Black Americans. There wen, 
thousands of cameras there. CNN was 
1 he-re and 1 • rn as.~uming sumt· of the net. 
works. And none of !hat, a~ far as I 
under.,tand, was ever played on tdC\'i• 
s.ion here in the United Stmcs. The prim 
coverage was vcry. very limitcd, mayhe 
three or four ar1idcs. So the question 
is, what is required for this to be on 
television in the United S1:11es? I mean. 
here }'OU have the most (·minent civil 
rights leader.; in the United States, you 
have issues of deht that are discussed. 
You have six African pn:sidents, granted. 
not the hugest Afric:ul Mates, hut you 
don't sec anything ahout this in the 
Unit<.'(] Stites. So I said that it v.~is a dear 
failure of mack Americans 10 make their 
case known. 8111 I'm nu1 sure: that that's 
not too much of an imlicum:m of us. 
And thrn secondly, did this get any 
cover.ige on any African networks or in 
any African papers outside of Cote 
d'Ivoire~ So that's my question and 
that's rny imlictmt·nt. 

KOVACH - I think you'w touched 
one of the most important points about 
what makes news in this coumry. And 
I'm not sure I really know, hue I've got 
some ideas and I'd like to try them out 
on you and I'd like you to think about 
them. What touched them off was see
ing the President of 'forkey on the 

Hrinkler show more often than a black 
official. Well. about flvc or six yean; ago, 
the 'lltrks were: concerned ahou1 their 
lack of image in America. They hired 
Frank Mankil'wicz. who is :t former 
Pn-ss Sc:crt·tary 10 Bohhy Kennedy. who 
is now in puhlic relations and :L~ked him 
how in the world the 'fork~ l'<rnld get 
a heller hreak on Americ111 1c:kvison 
and in thl' American media. And he 
s:1id, oh, well that's simple. Go hack 
:1bnut four gcncr.ttions and scnd 
1hous:1nds of ·1urks 10 live in the United 
States and their Ar.tndchildn:n will see 
1hm you gel on the air. This may he the 
1.nost simplistic thing in lhc world, and 
I may be 1eUing you something you 
already know, hut most blacks in this 
country don't know who their n·l:nin·~ 
an: hack home. A Polish thin.I gerwm
tion n:sidcnt of Chicago knows who his 
great gr.ind:tddy was back in Poland. 
,\nd the minute something happens 
hack in Poland. he lets the system. tht· 
news medi:1, the governnwnl, every
body in his mwn know that he's 
interested in knowing what's going on 
in Poland. And it's 1101 so murh 1ha1 
while democracy is more ,tttmcti\'e to 
journalists in this <.'Ountry 1han hlal'k 
dernocr.iq,. it's that the white~ in this 
country who came from Poland and 
Czcd,o~l<waki:t know what'~ going <lll 
h:1d.: tlwn•. 

Legal and Constitutional Issues 
Tom Morgan 

One of the points that we have been 
making all day in the 'l-1trious sessions 
that we've had is the role of the consti
tution in actually protecting pn·ss 
freedoms. We have focused quite a bit 
on the nations within Africa, but I think 
1his is an issue that h;1s a lot to do with 
the developing press in f.astcrn and 
Central Europe, as well. I want 10 ask 
a numher of questions before we go on 
10 other members of the panel. 

One is wheth<:r the U.S. model is the 
model that is most appropriate for the 
nations in Eastern Europe, in Centr:d 
Eumpe and throughout pans of Africa. 
The other issue is whether there needs 

to he a pretty detailed press faw. Is no 
press law better than :1 press law 1ha1 
can he definl-d as m·erly restrictive? Cer
tainly within countries in Eastern :md 
Cent.ml Eumpc. Lht:rc·s ;i grl~II debate as 
to how should th<: press he restricted. 

The other point that I'd like us 10 
think ahou1 is thl· rok of the individual 
within society versu~ the needs of 
society itself 10 get cenain kinds of 
information told. certain points made. 
I r.iise that because then: \v;is a refl'ocnce 
made on one of the panels this morn· 
ing ;1bout how the pn:ss in some African 
n,uions focuses on the needs of people 
who live in 1hc neighhorhuod or peo· 

pie wi1hin ;1 socicty r.ulwr 1h:m tlw 
needs and the rights of 1hc person, I 
think th:11 Wt' need to think aho111 that 
bl·c1ust· the notion in this country is 
v<:ry difl(:rem. We l<:nd to focu~ more: 
on the nc:nls of the individu:11 or the 
rights of the· individu:11 within tht· 
contcxt or 1he framework of t tw rights 
of soc:iet y at large. 

Terry McGuire 
It's essential when looki11g at the law 

that govc:rns the openuion of I he press, 
cspeciallr the printed press. 10 1t:c.ogni7..e 
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the importance of the economics 
involvc-d in maint:1.ining an indepenuent 
and free press. \ll·'c, in fact, in our 
association have :1 mission statement, 
and it always had been to advance the 
cause of a free press. A c:ouple of years 
ago our boaru of directors added rh:11 
it \\•~1s essential that newspapers main
tain the economic independence necc-s
sary to preserve that free press. I think 
those two arc really imertwincd in 
terms of preserving, in the end, [rcedom 
of the press. 

When we 1:1lk about the law :mu 
government and constitutions with 
respe<.ct to freedom of the press, it's :111 

e-.isy matter when we're t.alking about an 
indiviuual country. It's a much more dif
tkult matter when we're trying to talk 
on a continent-wide basis or a region
wide basis. Then: n::1lly is no imerna
tional law of freeuom of the press. 
There are several covenants and the 
universal declaration of human rights 
that c:-xist out there. Countril"S have sign
cu them. We have rarely ratified m:my 
of them here. They h:lVe a lot of 
qualifiers. and in fact, you· re going to 
see a debate emerge, in the next couple 
of months in Washington about 
whether the United States should mtify 
a couple of those covenants. They have 
enough holes in chem to drive most of 
what we fought for in this country over 
the last 200 years solidly through them 
and out the other side. Some of the 
wonls that were mentioned this morn
ing about defending public order and 
public good arc in some of those con
venants that have come out of the 
Uniteu Nations. I think there arc reasons 
m be quite concerned about them. 

I do think that we're at a high point 
with rcspc-t.1 to a recognition of freedom 
of the press. 

It was only a short time ago that 
many of us were involved in a debate. 
with UNESCO. That was not a pleasant 
house.hold word among free press 
aficionados in the United St;ucs aml 
elsewhere. There was an awful .lot of ink 
that was spreau over newsprint in thi.s 
country and elsewhere criticizing 
UNESCO for its efforts to shackle the 
free press in Africa and thmughout the 
dcvelopi.ng world gcnemlly. The Soviets, 
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of course, were involveu in a large part 
of that. The f.u:t is, th:1t UNESCO has. 
despite our involvement in it any longer, 
done quite a remarkable turn-around 
and only last February conducted a 
conference in Paris on behalf of 
freedom of the pn:ss in Eastern anu 
Centr.11 Europe, and that was followed 
up by other UNESCO actions. Just this 
,vcek, UNESCO, v:trious other Unjteu 
Nations agencies, our own international 
publisher's association, are co
sponsoring a program in Namibia, the 
very first comioent-wide conference 
sponsored by UNESCO and free press 
org,mizatioos dealing with an indcpen
uent pl\:'sS, and the ways in which that 
independent press can be advanced in 
Africa. 

Then.· are a lot of issues relating to 
freedom of the press that move from 
that international sphere 10 the national 
level. That has always been wherc the 
action has been in the United States. 
And it has been indeed where I see the 
action today aml continuing on into the 
future in all of the countries is both 
Eastern and Central Europe :mu in 
Africa. 

One of the thing.~ that's alV1>11ys struck 
me is thar wcc"°ve tended to look at the 
continent of Africa or everything in 
formerly Eastern or Centr.il Europe as 
some sort of undifferentiated mass of 
people am.J countries with no real dif
ferences among them. When we get 
down to the level of what the law i~ and 
what constitutions say and how rights 
get enforce<.! and how people are able 
to pr-.ictice journalism anu the news
paper business and carry out broad
casting, those differences become 
absolutely critical. We nc-c·d to rccogni;,.e 
1J1cm and to treat each situation on its 
own. There :ire some common prin
ciples that :m: worth talking about, but 
I think wh1.:n it com,·s to looking after 
press frcc:dom in individual countries, 
we have to go the extra mile to look at 
what the situation is in that country. 
what its lcg:tl history is. for example. 

In Africa, if you take into account the 
entire continent, there are probably half 
;1 dozen princip;ll legal systems that 
werx either imposed upon the countries 
within the continent or grt"W up within 

it. The ones .I've alwayi; tended to focus 
on are the uiffercnces betwc:-en French
speaking Africa and English-speaking 
Africa. The question of enforcement of 
rights and the establishment of press 
frccuom flows uifferently in Fronce than 
it uoes in England. and therefore it 
flows very ulfferently in a country that 
comes from French rule versus one that 
has come from English colonial histo111 

in Afric:l. Those, things arc absolutely 
essential to keep in mind. Let me just 
say a word about Mr. lmanyam. We 
have, through our international 
organi;,.:uion, awarded him the golden 
pen of freedom, which is gener.llly the 
highest award that can be given within 
the nt.·wspaper publishing business each 
year. lic's scheduled to receive that in 
May and l wrote (the Kenpn) Ambas
sador saying basically he had two 
choices; he could either demonstrate 
that Kenya was prepared tO commit 
itself to frcctlom of the pres.'> and rek.--ase 
Mr. lmany:u.1. or he would have sever,11 
hundred newspaper publishers in 
Athens in June taking a very ncg;:itivc 
pk1un:: back 10 their reader.. and to thc.:ir 
countries. I think we need to continue 
to put a lot of pressure on him. 

Ooe of the interesting things ahout 
the way the law works, like the situa
tion here in the lJ niteu States, in a coun
try like Kenya, is that I wrote to the 
Ambassador last October on behalf of 
Mr. lmanyai-.1. :mu I saiu. look. rm upset 
about this. We' re all upset about the fact 
that he's been arrested and charged. 
What we'd like to know is, why did you 
uo this? we·u like to give you a chance 
to explain why you diu it. And he wmte 
back, and his letter talks about the fact 
that the articles in the paper were 
clc:trly meant to incite the public against 
their popularly elected and legitimate 
government, that Mr. Imanyam had tbc 
aim of creating chaos and despondeoq. 
And that government had little choice 
hut to pmscribe it in order to maintain 
:ind enhance publk security and 
smooth operation of good government. 

J faxc:u this to Mr. lmany:u:1's fax 
machine in Nairobi, and immediately 
(received) a note saying, thank Gou 
somehody has finally told me why I 
have been arrested. It was the fi[)it time 



that the Kenyan government had ever 
put on paper what it W:tS that they were 
charging him with. which I find 
absolutely astounding. It's something 
we wouldn't long live with here in the 
St.·ttes. but there you h:l\'e it. 

I.et me just comment on one other 
thing. It goes to the point that I made 
initially about publishers and journalists 
and all. The fact is that, here in the 
United Stues, one can say that we have 
the First Amem.lment, and it sayi; Con• 
gress shall make uo law. And therefore 
we h:1vc no la'-"'S. Well, that's not exactly 
true. Because if you look :lt the news
paper business as a business. there is a 
lot of law. There are a lot of statutes. 
there are a lot of regulations that govern 
the opemtions of newspapers, whether 
it be something a.s simple as postal mtcs, 
or the employment of kids under six
teen in delivering nc.·wspapers. I mean. 
that's federal rcgulat ion that governs 
bow young kids can go out on the s1ree1 
and deliver newsp:1pers in the morning. 
So we do have a lot of law, it's just that 
it vinually alwa}'S happened here th:11 
the law has tended co promote freedom 
of the press. We've had fights :1bout 
~ome of those pmvisions over the years. 
and continue to have some disputes. 

But when we talk abom a lot of the 
law in Eastern and Centr·.il Europe and 
Africa, the fact is that those same laws 
relate to the import and export of 
newsprint, things that relate to tax.1tion. 
We have taxes in this country 1ha1 range 
no nigher - there are a couple of ex
ceptions with a few major dtks, hut, 
you know. IO per cent is about all Wl' 

tend to tax things around the United 
Scates. Well. it's not uncommo.n to sec 
taxes imposed in other countries of 20, 
25. 30 per cent - things that we would 
view as crippling with respect to the 
oper.ttion of newspapers in this country. 
There an- Jaws that gmm monopolies in 
Eastern and Central Europe. One of the 
ones th:11 we encountered when we 
cook a trip there is the whol.e issue of 
the poscll and distribution monopoly. 
Those laws that give the government 
control over those sorts of things that, 
t() me, are as important in the end as to 
whether there's going to he true 
freedom of the press as any provision 

that says that anybody can say anything 
they w.tnt to say. Because if you put into 
con~titutional or into statutory form the 
fact that somebody has total freedom of 
expression, and then you move to the 
next collection of laws in 1ha1 panicular 
country. and it sa}'S. but only the 
government post office can distributt 
what anyhody puts on paper, you 
haven't got much of a right protected in 
the cour.-e of things. So I think those 
laws are important. 

I guess in tht: end, what I would sar 
is what rm hoping to do in the develop
ment of Jaw in Africa. I think we'ye got 
a lot of lawyers out there in tht: 
nt·wspapcr and other mt-dia business in 
this country who would he :ulXious and 
willing to help work on some of the 
developments in law. in tegisl:uivc and 
regulatorr law in E:istern :md Central 
Europe and in Africa. I'd like 10 son of 
throw open the idea that mayh<.: it 
would b<.: worth trying to put together, 
not a newsprint hank nccess:1rily, blll 
maybe a l.lwyer hank to see if we 
couldn't provide. 001 a way 10 do ii, 
hccause 1::ach country, I hdicvc firmly. 
h:t~ got to decide how 10 :1pproad1 tlK-st· 
issue on iL~ own in the end, l>ut ,:cr1:1inly 
10 the extent the American experience 
is useful. is a helpful guide. is somt1hing 
nohody should fail to understand before 
ther go and write a l:1w govcrnins 
frceJom of the press in :moth.er country. 
The.re are some thing.~ that we could 
make available that might very well 
prnve useful. 

Makau Mutua 
Any <liscussion on press freedom in 

Africa must hegin with acknowledg
ment that press fn-edom is a legal right 
under domestic law. That it is not a 
priYilege that is conferred upon by the 
state, but is indeed a right - 1 hat is 
owed 10 the pt:opk hy the state. l Tnclcr 
international law, press freedom is a 
human right through the various cove• 
nants that have heen passed. In parti· 
cular I'm thinking of the i.ntcrnational 
covenant on dvil and political rights. 
These are leg:11 ri~h1.s. And kg:11 rights 
do not exist in and of themselves. Legal 
rights grow out of a culture. A political 

and e.conomic and a legal culture that 
respects <livenicy. Respects difference. 
And allows the expression of differem 
views. 

The history of Afri<.:a, such as it i~, is 
not one that has developed in time, in 
living memory as far as I know. or 
cxpericnt:cd this culture of toler.mcc. 
You can go hack. as far hack in history 
:is you wish, and particularly in the 
modern era; we had st,-c:ral centuries of 
colonialism in some countries lasting 
400 year,; as in Mozambique or Angola. 
Or other countries, such :11, Kenya, 
lasting :1bout 70 years. In the colonial 
s1:1te. the right 10 expn:ss oneself was. 
of course, denied. Becausc the ethoi, 
which drove the m:1ster was to m:txi
mi7..c the exploitation of the na1Uml :111d 
personal resources of the colonial. We· 
arrived to the independence decadt· in 
the late ·;o·s and '60's. without :1 
trJdition of tolerance. 

'\~s. there was rcsist:mcc. As the 
<cx.implcs in Kenya will tell - for exam
ple. thc Mau Mau resisted. Within 
Angola and Mn7..amhiquc there was 
resistmce - but there was no 1olcrance. 
When the colonial stile was replacnl by 
the independent s1:ite. tht'.re was ullcr 
cuphoria in Africa aholll change :md 
what w:ts expected. And 1ht: pt:oplc 
hoped a new dawn had come to pass 
and that good government would he 
CSLllblished. That the government would 
be a govemmcn1 of law and not of man. 
It would he :1 govcrnmt:nt th:u would 
have an accoumable ext~cu1ive, would 
have an imernal judiciary, and would 
h:1vc a lcgis.laturc that ,vas frn·ly dcc1ed. 
This is what the people of Africa hoped 
for - ;~O, 40 yt·:us ago. This did not 
happen. By tht' mid• '60's. tht· political. 
economic amt mom! bankrupKy of 
African statt·:, has ,omt: to the fore, 

The evidence of this bankruptcy 
essentially w:.s a <:ombin:uion of 1hc 
cn-ation of a onc-p:my M:ltt:. And umkr 
tht one-p,my st,uc. all hasic freedoms 
;is we know them tod:1y - cxpn:ssion. 
association, press. assembly - wa~ 
oppressed and denied. Under the one• 
pa.rt y state, millions of Africans h:1v<: 
hccn kilkd, have been tortured. or h:tvc 
lx.-cn t'Xilcd to 01htr countries. Then the 
<:hangcs in fot~tcrn Europe began to takc 
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place. Beginning in 1987, '88 and, :13 

wdt in South Africa. The African si::ttes. 
used 10 get a lot of comfort; both 
philosophical, ma1erial and political 
comt<>n from the l~1stern Eumpean om:
party state. 

The story is told in Zaire of 
Ceaucescu, being taken by Mobutu to go 
co hunt in Goma, and lluk.lbu. And how 
the people of Zaire developed a panllcl 
between the two names - Mobutu• 
cccescu and pl.1yed word games with 
those names. Then Ceaun:scu wa3 
executed. The media in Zaire blacked 
out the news of the execution. But the 
people found out, bec:mse thc;,-y listen 10 

Radio FrJncc Jntermuional. They listen 
to the BBC. they listen to VOA. Th<.')' 
found out. And a process that has 
become irn:ver.-ibk began, in Zaire. 
Mobutu was forced to announce some
thing cal.led, Consull:1tion Poput:,ire -
or Popular Consultation - in which he 
went amund the country solil'iting the 
needs of the people about what form 
of government they wanted. This 
SC"cnario w:is repeated time and again 
across the continent. Even in Keny;i, the 
government of President Daniel ar.;1p
Moi instituted a rt-view commim:c, 
whose purpose was to go amund the 
country again soliciting views and 
recommend changes within 1he 
pariy-staces. 

Ttirougout this current renewal, 
throughout this tlemocmtic renais.~;mce 
that is sweeping 1hmugh Africa today, 
Sl.'\'Cr,d factors come to the fort·. Number 
one, what an- the people asking for? 
The people are asking for the s;1mc: 
things that they were asking for at 
independence. They are asking once 
again for .m a<·co11nt:1ble executive. They 
are asking for the righ1 of the people to 
hold the leadership accounwhlc. They 
arc asking for a government of law and 
not man. The various debates th,u have 
cakcn place, throughtout Africa - ;111d 
J'm sure you have noticed this - have 
henetited substalllialty from lawyers. 
The storr is rc.'pea1c:d time: and again. 

Now thc question 1hat we are bdng 
asked to address is the rnedi.a and the 
law. The mcdia in Africa. And I'm 1ry
ing to put forth (() you 1he perception 
that the freedom of the media rannot 
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exist absem this politic:11 and legal 
culture of accoun1.ahility. The problem 
in Africa h:,s not ht'en the legal 
instruments thm we have inherited. 
Look at, for example, the Kenyan Con
slilution. It guar;mtecs a wide rJnge of 
basic rights. It has :, Bill of Rights. And 
those rights arc klc:al. But where has the 
country gom· wrong in suppressing the 
Bill of Rights~ The Parliament, which is 
a rubber-stamp parliament, has passed 
legislation. whic.:h in essence, contm
vene~ the Consti1t11ion. Legislation that 
co111ravenes the Bill of Rights. For 
example, Section 2A of the Kenyan Con
s1 itution, as amended, says 1.hat, there 
can be no other party hut Section 8 of 
the Const.itmion s:,ys, that look, you 
have the right of association and 
assembly. A dear contt'"Jdiction. But the 
judiciary in Kenya is not independent 
and then-fon· the judiciary <::mnot hold 
unconstitutional this particular amend
ment of the constituriun. 

I am saying that in order for freedom, 
including of the press. to be upheld and 
to he: sustained, these three forrns of 
government must Ix: informed and must 
develop out of a culture of tolerance. 
Tlwn: is no way vou cm se('k pn::ss 
fn:c:dom in isolation from these: other 
factor.;. The freedom of the pn:ss would 
not exist unless the conditions for the 
crGnion of rcsponsihlc and good 
government exists. That is why today 
tht' move tu'"'~m.ls multipartyism in 
Africa, the right of a pc:ople to freely 
choose their leader.-hip. is crucial in the 
process. 

Tht·re have bct'n ;t few legal 
devclopmems in Africa regarding press 
freedom which arc: interesting. Bc:causc 
thc press is going to be called upon to 
set and define the agcncla for the 21st 
Ce111ury of Africa. In Zambia last year, 
Presidcnt K:nmda for I he first time 
:11,:n:nl to !,live in to a competitive 
politic:11 pnxess. He agrc:ed that Other 
gmups aml individuals could form and 
011(,lllizc puhlidy, political parties to 
opposl· his own political pany. This wa.,; 
:tftcr 1111ml·rou1-. m:L'iSivc demonstrations 
:icmss the t·mmtry which aumcted up
warcl'i of .~O(HOOJ)O() people in a coun
try or seven or dglu million people. 

One of the things that K:umd:1 did, 

after legalizing pol.itical parties, was to 

ban the: govcrnment-owncd media frum 
reporting on the activitie.-; of the Move
ment for Multi-Party Dcmocr:K)', of thc
MMD. The lawyers for MMD went to 
Lusaka High Court and filed a petition 
:1sking the court to declare unconstitu· 
1ioo:1l President K;lllnda's ban on The 
Times newspapc11i of Zamhia, which 
indude:. The Times of Zambia and th(' 
ZNBC, of Zambi.a National Broadcastjng 
Corpor:11ion, from covering 1he MMD. 
Two weeks ago the l.usaka High Court 
held, i.n a first for Africa, that President 
K.·rnmla's ban on these. instruments of 
m:,ss media, on covering the :tctiviries 
of the opposition political parties was 
unconstitutional. 

This is a first for Africa. It has never 
happened anywhere befocc. The cour1 
held that thc ~t,1te has no right to USl' 

publicly financed institutions for 
political purposes to the exclusion of 
otht'r citizens. This w,1.s a concept that 
if the public fin;mces the media, then 
the public- surely must use the media. 
And the state cannot detcnni.ne and can
not dictau: that only it rnn use the 
media. I think the Zambia ex;1mple is 
instructiw and I thin.k. it's a milestone 
for press freedom in this age. 

I think that other advoc;ues for 
change. :mcl for press freedom in Africa. 
ouglu m t":Xplort: wayi; of t:,'(pluiting ti ml 

par1icular scenario experience to the 
advan1.age. Obviously it appear.; that the 
High Court in Zambia was quite 
courageous, and that may nm be true, 
of course, in Cameroon and elsewhere. 
Hut I think at lc:ast the challenge ought 
10 be mounted. 

The otht'r country th:ir I would like 
to talk about just briel1y is Zaire. 1 went 
to Z1irc for the first time in August • 89. 
This was before Ceaucescu was killed. 
And this ,v-.is before anyone would w.int 
to spc.1k to you in I he streets of Zaire 
because no one knew who you were. If 
they were seen speaking to you they 
were liable 10 be detained or disappear. 
I was there on a fact-finding mission. 

\,~ m:m;1gt'\.I. with a few people who 
went undc:r&round and :1 few lawyers, 
to tmck down a few people. Some of 
the people we tr-Jekel.I down were 
rc·portcrs from an independent news-



papc:r which had been publishing I 
guess about 1.000 copies every week. 
These people could not come 10 our 
hotel m talk 10 us. We could not meet 
in daylight. We had to meet :11 midnight 
in some location that I would not be 
able to identify today, t:vc:n if you 100k 
me back 10 Zaire, because l was blind
folded before I got there. I asked him 
if he had any information about people 
who had disappeared or pc:oplc: who 
had been detained. Or people who had 
simply been killed by security force~. 

He looked at me and he said, • 'Y<)u 

know, if I tell you this information you 
must promise never to t.ell anyone or 10 

use this information when you do your 
report." He gave me a long list of names, 
about 200 names of individuals who 
bad disappeared or else who had been 
killed. And he said. "We have held onto 
these names for the last two years and 
we carmot publish th.:m." ~ went back 
and forth and talked and t'\·entually I 
asked him if I indeed could use these 
nar:ocs and not attribute the intorm:11ion 
to him. Eventually it was agreed upon. 
Even the press, let alone the people in 
the streets, could not speak to )'OU 

openly in ].a.ire. in August 1989. 
I went back to Zaire in March 1990. 

and Ceaueescu had been killed at that 
point. As soon as people heard that we 
were in Zaire. they come t<> our howl 
and essentially mobbed us. People 
would w.1ke us up at about 2 in the 
morning to give us their testimony 
about what had happened to them am! 
their relatives and the children. 

In May, the same year of 1990, the 
government of Zaire killed at least 300 
students in cold blood, students who 
bad heen demonsu·.ning and demanding 
a modern political process. Although 
people were beginning co become more 
outspoken. not one single newspaper 
reported this incident. The Times of 
1...ambia. the following day. reponed the 
incident. BBC reported it. All intcrna
tion:11 media reported this atrocity. It 
was not until June ll that the reponcr 
whom I had met in private, in August 
'89. hrokc the story aml drncged th:u a 
massacre h:1tl t:tken place a mumh 
before. 

This was a first for Zain·. In the past. 

journalists in Zaire had to h:tve :1 pn,ss 
card to he able to oper:ue :ts journalists. 
As soon as this .report came out, of the 
killings. other ocwsp,tpeis picked it up. 
People hcgM to defy the use of the 
press card, as a source of legi1imi:1.;1tion 
tu be a reporttT in Zaire. Sinn· thm day. 
June 11. 1990, the press in Zaire is com
peting for the distinction of being one 
of the most critical presses in Africa, II 
is critical. I am sun:. more than the press 
in Nigeria, at tbis point. They have 
opened the court for the overthrow of 
Mohutu. which was unheard of. They 
have all nm all kinds of personal interest 
stories. casti11g aspersions on his mor.d
il y. Things that could have happened 
barely a yc-ar :1go are happening today 
and the press in Zaire is recapturing its 
freedom. 

'\:bu will notke tb:u I haw not spent 
a lot of time t:tlking ahout the law. I ha,·c 
not done: so ddil:>emtdy bec1use I think 
the law is irrelevant in this particular 
case. It's irrelevant in large measure 
because in Afric.1. under the govern
ments that we have had over the past 
30 ycalS, the law has nm f:i\'en as good 
:is the people. You may have a gmndio~t· 
constitution. hut unless this politkal 
culture: of tokr.tn<T t:xists. no freedom. 
no right is guaranteed. And that is why 
I think for the press in Africa to be able 
w :1ccomplish freedom. it must fight for. 
and support the curre-m democratic pro

Ct'$S that is taking plac:c in Afric:1. It must 
fight for political pluralism in society. II 
must fight for modern political process. 
It muse fight for the respect of human 
riizhts. That is the only guar:mtec 1h:11 
the press will have that it will he free. 

Joe Thloloe 
The pi:ohlem is: what is aparthdd? 

Some people look :it it :IS t.he separ:1tion 
of black from white. and now that black 
c:m mix very easily with white they 
believe that our problems :lre over. In 
fact ,1parthcid is much much more than 
th;u. I mention just a few figures. and 
they will tell the story of apanheid. Per 
capica income of an indigenous African 
in 1987. was 1,246 r.md. Per capita 
icome of a white South African was 
14.880 mnd. Look at another set of 

figun:s, what th<: gc"·ernmcm spc:·nds on 
the education of a child. On an 
indigenous Afrk:1 child the g<m:rnrnent 
spends <;95 r.tnd ill 1987. '88. On a 
white child it ~pends more than five 
times that. 2.722. ,Jnd. This obYiously 
creates s self-suscaining system. where 
had edut,ttion leads 10 \'Cry low income. 
leads to less educ:llion and the whites 
arc getting better :mr.l heller. The whites 
in the country own 87 per cent of the 
land. And they ;ire just l,1 per cent of 
the population. Of the indigenous 
Africans, 75 per cent of the population 
are squeezed into wh:11 is left of 1h:1t 
land. 1:; per cent. That b what apar
t hcid is. It is a r:tcial hie,Jrchy. 

There's a whok legal and constitu· 
tional system Lhat sustains this ugly si:ue. 
Some people believe that apartheid is 
either dead or dring, hut if you look at 
the most recent budget which was 
published mid-March. you will find 
there: is still the s.1me discrep:1111.--y 
hetwet'n hl:tck :md white. A whole leg:11 
systl'lll has heen created to sustain this. 

A li:-w months ago I was in a task 
l<JrC'C' that w:1s lookin~ at the n-strictio.n 
of the media. This task force w:1s 
nt·,m·d hy the t\ofedia Council .u the: 
request of the government. Our brief 
was ver)' simpl.e. They said that thc.-y had 
asked the I.aw Commision to look :it the 
possibility of n Bill of Rights for Somh 
Africa. Th~ I.aw Commission had 
recommended 1ha1 in fact this Bill of 
Rights should be adopted by the coun
trr It should he. What ·s the legal way 
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to justice here? 
I don't know what the right way is. 

I :1m not a lawyer. All the same. the I.aw 
Commission recommended that bcforl~ 
this Bill of Rights is actually turned into 
law the gowrnmem should review all 
J;1ws that would he in conllict with this 
Bill of Rights. That is why we ended up 
in this task force, looking ,II the laws 
that restricted the media. We looked at 
more than 80 laws. Each one hatl :>ome 
sort of restriction on the media. 

There was one, for instance, that. is 
related to tissue donations. It says you 
c:mnot identity a donor, nor can you 
idcntify the person who gets the dona
tion. There is the Police Act. a whole 
law, that restricts our reporting on 
police action. We have not been able to 
write about police torturing people. We 
have not been able to write about what 
happens when people are detained 
under Sc:ction 6 of the 'terrorism Ac:t. 
We have not been able to write anything 
about the South African police that is 
worth reading. There is the Prisons Act, 
which says you may not write about 
what happens in prison unless you can 
pmve that it is true. Thecc is the Defense 
Act 1ha1 says you may not write anything 
ahout the movements of troops, ahou1 
the activities of troops. etc., etc.; which 
gi\'es the ann)' a whole area to oper.ue 
in secrecy. 

We went very systematically thmugh 
these laws. anti we said eac:h one of 
these needed to be amended. Now 
these are little bits and piece, within 
bigger la,vs. So you can imagine what 
the law makers arc going through now, 
trying to cxtr.lCl these little hits and 
pieces from bigger laws, and trying to 
ge.t the whole jig.saw puzzle making 
sense. 

The Bill of Rights hatl also r.1ised very 
,erious problems. The hlack liberation 
movements are saying. you don't deal 
yourself the aces fiist, then invite other 
people to join you in a game of cards. 
A very particular ex:unple: the govern
ment is saying it is going tO repeal the 
Land Act, it is going 10 repeal I.he Group 
Areas Act. People will be able to buy 
land whcrc:.--ver they want to buy land. 
The problem is there arc· very fc:.--w 
indigenous Africans who can affortl to 
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huy that land. So, we have run into 
problems with the Bill of Rights. 

The government hasn't acted on 
restrictions on the media. The only 
thing that ii has done, it has lifted the 
state of emeiyency. It has lifted some 
restrictions on the media, but not all 
restrictions. And immediately they lifted 
the state of emergency, the intemational 
committee applauded that particular 
act. They felt tJm de Klerk was in fact 
moving forward. Anti that has been the 
crux of our problem, that de Klcrk is 
passing out concessions that don't 
threaten white privilc~e and power. 
Every time he docs this, the interna
tional commuuity applauds, when. in 
fact. the system n:mains essentially the 
same. 

lip to thjs point we haven't had any 
substantial negotiations on the Constim
tion. All <he discussions between the 
ANC and the government have bc:.-cn on 
creating a climate conducive to negotia
tions. In these talks about talks, the ANC 
has given away almost everyrhing, even 
before the substantive negotiations st.'lrt. 
It has suspended the armed struggle and 
de Klerk has been able to erotic the 
sanctions c:1mpaign. simply by giving 
these hits aod pieces of concessions. By 
the time we actually sit down to 
m:gotiatl' we will have absolutely no 
leverage 10 use. I'm sure c,-ach and c,-vcry 
one of us knows negotiations is a game 
of powc:r. You don't go into negotiations 
when you don't have power to back 
you. 

The question woultl then he, what 
does de Klcrk intend doing? My per
sonal view is he's looking at a more 
sophistkatcd way of n::caining white 
power, white privilege. White South 
Africa has come a long way. They can 
afford to give c;onc:cssions. They can 
affortl 10 do away with the grosser 
legislation, ap,irtheid legislation. nut at 
the same time they will still he able 10 
k<"ep thtcir economic power and thc,-y 
will still be able 1<> control the country 
hecause of their economic hase. It is in 
this context that the media have 10 act. 

I will echo what was said earlier, that 
the majority of the publications in 
South Africa arc behind E W. tic Kkrk. 
The: hlack community has very little to 

say. Let me put it another ·way. Almost 
all ihe publications are owned by 
whites. l worked for a black newspaper 
that is owned by a white company. That 
is why we ,,m bCYJSt of being the sccontl 
biggest newspaper in the country. 

The l(.,"\7.' am:mpts at getting a black 
publication flounder because there is no 
advertising for hlack public;ations and 
the whole structure of apartheid is 
designetl in such a ·way that ihose 
publications cannot succeed Thecc is 
no way that the international communi
ty is going to continue pouring money 
into publications that cannot sustain 
themselves. So the black <:ommunity is 
without it's own medium. The inter
national community has heen seduced 
by tic Klerk. And. as far as everybody 
is concerned, the South African story is 
dead because F.W de Klerk is making 
progress. nut for my mother, for the 
women in my street. there is no pro
gress. They starve. A child can still not 
go to the white private schools that have 
wen been reopened and for them apar
theid is alive and is kicking. 

MORGAN - Can we depend upon 
the courts in some casc-s, in some coun
tries, to help, sort of protect an emerg
ing free press? 

MUTUA - I th.ink so. What I was 
giving was a gcneml scenario. We have 
specific countries in which the courts 
have a tradi.tion of a certain degree of 
indcpeodence, and I mentioned l.ambia 
as one case. Those people who have 
been detained without chaiye c:m 
ch:1llenge detention before the courts. 
People have been released in the past. 
llut that isn't a unique situation. In 
Nigeria you have a fairly strong judiciary 
that bas in the past depended on press 
freedom. Even in Kenya, you know, 
Gimbu lmanyar.fs publication. when 
banned for the fiist time, applied for an 
injunc:tion in the high court and got it. 
The cemr-.11 issue that I am concernetl 
with is that, all these loopholes in 
Nigeria and in Zambia and in Kenya do 
not and cannot guarantee press 
freedom. They're still relying on the 
gratitude of one gootl judge, in a bench 
that is rotlcn for the mo~t pan. If rour 
case happened to go to the wrong 
judge, then, you know, that's it for you. 



BETTY HAYE - I jus1 w:mt to say 
that listening this morning a 101 of wha1 
you have 10 bring aboUI Afri<:an leader
ship is bad news. It's sort of the v.,ay a 
lot of black Americans feel. There arc 
things that they want 10 talk about in the 
family and not to put that out for public 
consumption, because then pe.ople use 
that 10 prove the point that you cannot 
govern yonrself. Whether it's in South 
Africa showing the ballots, or in Kenya 
the repression of the journalists. It Just 
seems like a tremendous dilemma. If ifs 
written about in Europe, that people arc 
repressing press freedoms or the 
freedom of the people, it is more like 
an aberration. In Africa it is seen as 
almost genet.ic that you just arc out of 
control. So we have this dilemma of 
wanting to r.iise these issues and at the 
same time unders1:.mding that what it 
also hrings along is the notion that 
Africa is out of control. 

.MCGUIRE - My letter to the 
Ambassador was addressing 1ha1 very 
point. Because what I sail.I 10 him last 
week v.-as, .. Look, Mr. lmanyara is going 
to get this award and if he is not let out 
of jail to go to Athens where 1he award 
is 10 be given the first week in June, 
there is going to he a lot of very, very 
had publicity about Kenya, about your 
government, about it's contempt for 
freedom of expression, freedom of 
speech. On the other hand, if you will 
let Mr. Jmanyam out of jail, and let h.im 
go to Athens to receive that award, it is 
going to reflect very positively on your 
councry and on it's willingness to accept 
and pro1ect dissent." I do think that 
there have a number of situations where 
good things have happened. My guess 
is that the con.ference in Namibia is 1101 
going to get very much aucntion d<."Spite 
UNESCO :md other best efforts and yet 
that's a very good nc-\l\'s story about 
Africa. Because people do tend to think 
that the African press is going to he 
thought to be one that isn't worth very 
much and certai1tly do(.'.Sn't have much 
independence. Well this meeting in 
Namibia this week is fund;1mentally 
dcdie.ued to the ide;1 that I here is a 
tremendous amount of independence 
among the African mcllia, and a tremen
dous opponunity for growth in scn,ing 

readers in in<livillual coumrics. 
A - Let me just say that I know no 

one who is interested in issues, of 
managing, objectively, who's not upset 
lly the lJ.S. media and it's coverage of 
Africa .. I do not know anyone of moot 
conscience. who is not upset. The 
cl:1ssic story abolll Africa, has to be 
about famine. Has to be allout n:prcs• 
sion. Has to be about killings of animals. 
The story of Africa seeking to build their 
own societies is not being told by :my
onc. And 10 that extent I think we have 
a right to ask of the Western press and 
the U.S. press in particular, to be more 
rcsponsihle in reporting about Africa. 
There's just no question about that. At 
the same time of course, I think it's very 
important 1ha1 the stories about what 
was going on in Zaire with the killings 
of students and inc:m:eration must 
come out 100. There has 10 be a ba.1-
:mcc<l cover.igc of these issues. 

A - Can I just mention one incident 
that got me very angry Ima week? There 
was a very his1ori<.: mccting likcl)1 to 
ch:utge the future of South Africa, a 
meeting l~l'>Well the ANC [African 
National Councill and thc PAC (l"Jn 
Africanist Congn.--ss1 in Har:ue. The most 
1ha1 that meeting got in the media here 
in the United Si.:1tes was a line in a story 
;1bou1 Winnie Mandela's case. II just 
said, "Nelson Mandel:t w:1s not :1c the 
trial because he was at a meeting in 
Har.ire.'' It didn't even look at the 
historical importance of that meeting. 
I don't think American readers have a 
different sense of news than South 
African rcadt·rs or than English reader:,. 
Bui t.he British publications do a much 
more decent job of covering South 
Africa, essentially. I don't know about 
the rest of Africa. 

EKPU - Though there are some 
good laws being passed, tht'se laws arc 
being violat.t:d, or the government uses 
extra-legal methods 10 circumvent the 
l;1w. 1 just want to point out that in s<>mc 
of the countries, Nigeria is an t:x.unple, 
1he go"ernmen1 also uses even legal 
means to circumvent that law. You have 
a situation when many milit:1ry govern
ments come to power. It suspends 1he 
constitution and rules 1hmugh edict or 
decrees. Somewhere along the line ii 

finds out that these edicts and decrees 
:lfe not in order. Somebody t:tkes the 
government to court. The government 
quickly announct:s another edict or 
dccret', ousting 1he jurisdiction of the 
couns. Jn 01:her words, you take the case 
10 court. 'l'<lu feel that the constitution 
or the 1:tws protect you and you go there 
and the judge says. ''Oh my bands and 
feet arc tied:· This is happening regu
larly. They use the law to also circum
vent it, co make sure 1hat your rights arc 
circumvemed. 

That's what they did 10 lmany:u:.1. 
What they did was to arrest him on a 
sedition charge. becaust: tht' secli1ion 
law is so widely f,Jmccl that it's ovcr
hroad, and ambiguous. So they can use 
that 10 lock you up. That ·s a kgal 
llll'.t hull, to supprt'ss press frcc·dom. 

A - In fact, right now, th,·n:· arc mon:· 
1h:m a dozen cases in court in Nigeria. 
Nigerfans like to go to courts. In almost 
all cast'.S we do realize that the case is 
not going to go anywhere. The judge 
will say, "Oh, my hands .trc lit:d." 

Those who 1:.tkc the cas,·s 10 court 
hank on the fact that the press will he 
able 10 report those cases. At least then: 
is some bit of propaganda value from 
the trial itself. And, then the issue would 
be i:apit:liizell, becmse I he pres.~ n.,pons 
it. I remember an im:idem in 1984. The 
government had this l:1w c:ilJcd the 
"pref ore." It said t h:u you c:umot 
publish the truth if it's going to hring 
the govcrmm:nt or any of it's particul;i.rs 
into disrepute. 'Iwo repor1er:1 were 
actually jailed for one year. They wrote 
a n:·pon which the government thought 
brought it into disrepute. And wh:tt was 
it? That thl' governmem had posted 
some ambassador.; 10 sonu· countrk·s. 
The government then climinatt:d onl'. of 
the men and the boys got it wrong. The 
government sail.I this report had 
publishell a false report whidl was 
intended to emharr.1ss the-~owrnment 
and so on. The two rcpom:r.- served :1 
term. 

In fact it was the finest hour for the 
press in some tmgic sense. ne,ausc the 
jailing of those bO}'S lihcmted the prc.-;s 
in Nigeria. They published a lot of 
outrJgeous thing.s about the govemment 
and the governrnellt ,ouldn'1 do :my-
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thing ahout it al the time. One of the~c 
things that they wrote :1hout was 1h:u 
a high-ranking militaf1' official had 
stood in somebo<ly's way. The govern
ment couldn't jail ewrybody. So there 
was this use of that kind of 
psychological sirnation to put pressun: 
on the government. 

Q - I thought that Mr. McGuitt 
might have some thoughts particularly 
on what the American newspaper in
dustry might do, or might be uoing, in 
order to sort of help people: get off tht' 
ground. 

Q - When you answer that can you 
talk about what's being done for the 
press in Ccmral and Eastc:rn Europe as 
well as what's hcing <lone for the press 
in Africa? 

MCGUIRE - I think tht>re's trrn1en
dous opportunity here and I don't 
know quite what button to push. I'm 
hoping that people like Bill Kovach and 
'Ibm Winship can figure out how to 
help us do it. It's the idea of the twin
ning or the sister or brother newspaper 
relationship. It's been trkd once only in 
a serious way, anywhere in the world 
to which rm aw:ire, and that was he• 
tween The St. Pete.r..berg Times. amJ a 
newspaper in Nairobi. l've not checked 
with the people in St. Petersherg to 
know whether it continues in effect or 
not, but I sense it's gone. They sem 
some people back and forth and did a 
few things, hut I don·1 think they quite 
had it set up or it was their iniention to 
<lt..-vclop it in a global way. My thought 
has been for some time, and there are 
a fe-w people who seem to agree with 
the i<lea, that what we need to do is to 
hegin to get some one-on-one relation
ships set up that would allow for a 
nt.-wspapcr in South Africa or in Nigeria. 
or in Bucharest or in Prague or any 
place n-ally in any of those regions, an 
opportunity for newspapers to hook 
themselves together an<l be ahle to 1,1lk 
:1hout some of the common issues ;111d 

problems. 
We had an imcrcsti.ng discussi.on in a 

management program last September in 
Budapest with the advertising director 
of one of the l:ugcst newspapcn; in 
Budapest. He had n<·ver really thought 
to himself why P:mAmerican Ain\rays 
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wouJd ever want to .1dvcrtisc in his 
newspaper. And yet, P:mAm serves 
Budapest. He came into the meeting 
saying, "We don't have any advertising, 
how arc we ever going to support 
our.;dves?'' I think that is hest uone on 
a Onl'·0n-one basis. 

'lo further answt'r your question 
about what we·re doing in both regions, 
we're trying 10 focus to the maximum 
extent possible on helping associations 
similar to ours. More and more we're 
trying to he an association of news
papers regardless of who ihe owner or 
the pe.r..on holding the publisher title is. 
What we're trying to do is to help assoc
iations of newspapers get themselves 
starred in both regions. We'd like to try 
to establish some brother-sister :issocia
tion relationships between some of 
those national a,;soci;u.ions in Africa and 
Eastern Central Europe and some of the 
si;ue :1ssociations in th is country. 

Q - There's a lot of talk today about 
- we're not covering democracy in 
action in Africa - which I have no 
doubts about. I'd love to hear from 
some of the Africans, where are some 
goo<l stories on uemocr;i.1..)' in action? 

A - The political map in Africa over 
the past year bas change<.! dr.lmatically. 
Beginning fi.r..t of au the election hdd 
in the Ivory Coast. That is one story that 
could have been tokl. In Zaire today, 
incredible process is tJ.king p!a{,e where 
political parties are organizing for the 

first time in 30 year,;. We have every 
indication that Mohut u cannot stay 
longer. In Zambia, the same case, in a 
country of seven million people. I was 
there in January and l saw a rally of 
400,000 pocple coming our to support 
the MMD, the Movement for Multi-PJny 
Democ.1r<.-y. Now Jane Perlez nf The 
New )'<)rk Times has done a few stories 
about this, but, the c~cnce has not been 
captured. 1. have not read quintessential 
piece, talking about this renaissance in 
Africa. I have not seen that piece. This 
same situation in Gabon. It's taking 
place. Angola just announced that they 
would hold an election. Mozambique, 
Mali, the Cameroons. There is not a 
single country on that continent which 
is not in a turmoil, in a positive sense. 
Every country is a story. 

A - I cannot overi;tress the 
seriousness of what is going on. I'm 
afraid that Americans are going to miss 
this renewal that is taking place, which 
has not taken place in over 30 year... 
Africa has not undergone such convul
sions since independence. This story is 
not being told by anyone. 

A - In defense of my hometown 
newspaper, I will hold up the Washing
ton Post from a week and a half ago, 
which includes in the thin! gr.iph, the 
sentence, "since March the pace of 
change in West Africa has been 
bn~,1thtaking." 

Concluding Remarks 
Vivian lowery 

Derryck 
It seems to me that there have been 
~everal casks that have hopefully been 
accomplished tO<lay. One is that the tas.k 
of journ:dists is the interpretation of 
change that's going on. We've been talk
ing about this in rerms of democratiz:i
tion. Between Eastern Europe, Ccntr:il 
Europe and Africa there :ire certain 
pha.~es or stages that these changes seem 
to t:1ke on in virtually every instance. 

The fi.r.-t is this popular agitation for 
(:hange. The second is the transition and 

One is the expectation that the 
government is going to periodie.illy be 
changed if necessary at the hands of the 
people. It's the ability to wait, to know 
th:u the opportunity is going to come. 
The second is the strong NGOs, non
governmental organiz.uions, and that 
includes political parties. The third is a 
strong judiciary and we just this after
noon have been talking again and again 
about the very special role that the 
judiciary plays vis a vis the press. The 



fourth is civilian control 0\'er the 
military. We don't even need to go into 
that one today. The fifth is the idea of 
loyal opposition. That you can disagree 
but that you are still a p:1triot. Ag;iin 
that's something that's so important for 
journalists to talk about because in so 
many African societies the idea that you 
can i;omplain, that you can disagree. 
that you can he critical but still believe 
fcn·emly in the value and of your coun• 
try and have that p:uriotism is some
thing that is not very well messaged. 
You as journalists have a good oppor
tunity to do that. And the last and for 
us here the most important is the ide;1 
of an independent press. Again it's a 
tr.idition in Africa that we're seeing 
change. but as so many persons have 
pointed out today that if you've been a 
one-party stuc. the idea of having a free 
press is really an oxymoron. 

There are also some parallels 10 what 
we sec happening in Africa with what's 

The day hdorc (Mandcla's) 
arrival (in Nt..'W 'tbrk) thn:-c· 
geniuses sitting around ;1 swim
ming pool in lkl Air. C:1lifornia. 
who had agreed to fin:mn- a 
home video pulkd out. Thq· 
fell that nobody would 111rn 

out to welcome him, that it 
was going to he :1 vtcry low
prufile event. 

What happened. of cour..e. i~ 
that a million people turned 
out in New York City alone 
and Y.mkee St:uium was filleu, 
don·, know who else could fill 
Y.·mkce Stadium. Maybe Norman 
Schwarzkopf now, hut very kw 
politicians probably could. This 
was a case from coast to coast, 
and in fact in New 'Y<)rk City 
CBS local news decided on a 
Thursday night to go live to the 
Mandela events at Y;mkce 
St:1dium and they out-r.11ed 
Cosby, which is one of the 1op
i.1ted shows in 1he United 
States. 

-Danny Schechter 

happened in Eastern Europe. There art' 
these questions that many of us have 
asked in lots of countries :1rounu the 
world that have gone throu~h this pro
cess. You remember in Haiti that the 
question that we kept :1sking \v:1s how 
do you come to terms with the old 
regime. It's a qut-stion that again is being 
as.ked now in so many Afril•an 
countries. 

Then the sccoml question is. how do 
you lower the expectations ahout 
democracy' You know, everybody 
comes to the new government and says 
that this is the panacea for everything 
1h:u ·s been bothering us. Well demo
cracy isn't. There arc still all the intran
sigent. immctable e,·onomic problems. 
There are still problems of social inK·gt-:1• 
tion. there arc still ethnic problems in 
many countries. So how do you low<'r 
people's expectations of wha.1 
democmc..-y c:111 bring? Thin:lly. how <lo 
you interpret the economic changes to 
make de:1r to people what their n.-spon
sibilitics arc? You know we've got 1he 
rase of Polan(]. Y<.>U'vc: gm the case of 
Egypt. 'Y<)U • ve ;1lso got the CISl' of 
Nigeria. And, pn,plc arc 1;1lking ahout 
strunur:tl adjusurn:nt proAmms. SAi' b 
~apping ml'. Thl: point hl'ing that you've 
got to hdp pt·oplc umkr.mmd and 
intnpn-1 till' l'l'onomk <·hanges that 1-\0 
:1loni:i wi1h democr:.11ii.:11ion. 

Lastly. how do you as pmfessionals 
st reng1 hen your profession? You· re the 
journalist. Y{)U'rc the carrier.; of the 
creed. Y<>u arc the people that arc go• 
ing to n:-ally shape the information that 
people have to make their decisions. 
That's true whether you're in Eastern 
Europe or in Africa. 

But there's ontc hig difference bet
ween E.1stern Europe and Africa. and 
that is this whole que!,tion of a consti
tuency. I'm sorry to go back to this, hut 
I'm just seized by the need for Africa to 
l1.1ve a constituenq'. There's not the 
same vulnerability for Eastern Eumpe. 
I don't think that there's very much of 
:1 chance that if something import:mt 
happens in Poland, that it's not going 
to he reported in the frunt page of 
virtually t..·very newspaper in the United 
States. Or in Italy. Or even perhaps in 
:my plai;e in Central or Eastern Europe. 

But that is nm true for Africa. 
Again I go back to my hobby horse 

of Liheria, This a trJvesty that has hap
pt'.necl in :1 country with which the 
United States has pankul;irly dos<'. n:la• 
tion~. The U.S. dollar is the currency of 
the realm. The country w.is founded in 
1822 hy the patri:ucd African slaves 
going hack to Africa from the United 
St:ttes. The capic:il is MonroYia. named 
after President Monroe. The flag has 
thirteen st ripes and one star an(] i~ 
called the Lone Star St:!lc. Now, if this 
had happcneu any pl:1ec else in the
world where fully half of the popula
tion is displaced. when 20,000 people 
have hl'nl killed. you know th:u we 
would hear more about it in the 
n4.wspaper. It's our failure as Americans 
to develop a constilutcnq· for Africa. So 
I take your point. that you made e:1rlkr, 
Rill. about our need to make sun: that 
we do ckvclop thm constitucm:y. I don't 
know prcdsdy how we (]o it. but it's 
somtcthing that we at the institute are 
going to he thinking about. 

l.:1s1 two points. One. what can 
Afril'ans do? We have talkeu :u the 
in:,titute ahout succe~s stork-s. And t·on
\'irn.:t:<l \'\'orld P;1per to do an issue that 
talks about African success stories. It's 
again a matter of how you i111crpre1 
what's happening. ·terry talked ahout 
the imern:uio1,al co:1li1ion • rht• l'C: 

ministers t11at signed on to the lem:r to 
President Daniel .1r:1p Moi. Well that's a 
success. You look at lknin, that's an 
obvious success. You look at the 
meeting in ·nmi:mia in l'ebru;1ry of 
1990. That too is a su,cess. This w:lS :1 
meeting on popular partidpation. 
which brought wgether 500 nongovern• 
mental organizations in Afric:1. to talk 
about ways of dcmocr.ttiziog and ways 
that ordinary citizens could he i1wol\'t'<l. 
\\:'ell that's the success in and of itself. 

I view :1s a success the· incrcdihk 
renaissance that we seek. W\; don't have 
to know how all of these countries are 
going to turn out. Beciuse I doubt that 
you would have 100 per cc:m success 
r.m.: :my place in the world. But the 
point is that you have an opportunit )' 
for people to become i1wolveu. That'~ 
the t·ssence of building a dvil society. 
A vi:lhle one b that individuals kd th:u 
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1hey have some effic:1< .. )' in talking aho111 
what they ,..,~mt and th:u rhey arc going 
10 he able IO do i1 with impunity. Thq' 
:m::n·t going 10 end up in jail for having 
made a statement. So that in and of itself 
says to me that Afrka is a sm:ces.~. There 
is also a m;w ~<:ll<:r.ttion of h;aders. 
That"s a su<.:cess in some cases. Many of 
them we feel a special pride in because 
many of them wen:: educated in the 
l lnite<l States on p.mgr.tms 1ha1 AAI was 
involved in. I think that there arc 
African success stories and what I 
woukl urge is that you, .ts journalists. 
when you have a good success story. 
the11 ~end it to a colleague here. And if 
you don't have a colleague to whom 
you can send it, send it to AAI. 

Kovach 
Lastly, what can all of us <lo? I think 

1ha1 this dialogue among journalists is 
so important because of the cross
fertili;,,ation and the Nieman progr.1m is 
so important 1.x~rnuse I assume tha1 
friendships are formed here that extend 
beyond the time that persons are here, 
lb build Africa ii is important to h:lvl· 
colleag,1es in unexpected places. The 
colleague from l'mgue or Budapest is 
important in terms of Africa, as well a~ 
1he colkague from tl11: United Smtcs. 

I've just come from a meering of 
nongovernmem;\l oqzaniz.ations and the 
contrast from coming from then: and 
Annapolis to here is like night :md day. 
Th,'.se :uc really two communities that 
should be able to dialogue a little bit 
more closely hec..-ause these are person 
who arc inYolve<l in m:iking sucxess 
scories, in this c..~.ise around the world, 
hut a lot of NGOs, strong N(;Os from 
Africa. who arc committed to develop
ment in the way that we have been 
discussing ic. and it would be wonder• 
ful if th<.·y had an opportunity at some 
poim m get together ,vith journalists. 
Since this \\P.lS a worldwide meeting, 
there was a lot interest also in Eastern 
Europe, so I would suggest we think 
about ways that we can bring together 
those persons who arc involved in 
development ;ll'I i\0 i I ics with pt'rsons 
who arc journalists. so that it's a two-
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w:1y scn:ct. You can popularize what 
they do and th<."}' need allies in what 
they I.lo. 

Then l"d go hack to the idea tha1 
someone raised :1hout t·winning. That 
seems to me p:trticul:uly useful; it's 
<.'cr1:1inly been tried in a lot of other 
dimc..-nsion~ of development and worked 
vu,,, very well. This might be an oppor
tuni1y for hlac..-k journalists tO get 
together and d1oose an African c·oun
try of an Africa associ:uion with whom 

they can particularly, specifk:illy work. 
So that's what I think chat we can sec 

- the future to me looks very. very 
hright. I think that Afrka b bcc..-oming 
almost continent-wide, with a few 
nouihle exceptions that we have men· 
tioned today, a ~ucccss story, hecmse 
people :ire involved in tJ1cir own furun.-s 
and 1hat the essence of the rights we all 
know expect as citizens in the new 
world that we: hope that we· a.re 
creating. D 

The Queens 
Housewife Test 

The executive producer of 
NBC Nightly News, it was 
reported, had to make a deci
sion one night about whether 
to carry an in-depth repon on 
educational problems in South 
Africa. There had been a lot 
of c..-o\'erage ahom Nelson 
Mandela. and hii, visit to the 
Unite<.! States. Apparently. the 
producer decided there'd been 
too much foreign news in the 
previous week and did 
anyhody re:dly care about this 
particular story? Mc decided 
he was going to kill this story. 

Some people on his staff 
said. you can't kill this story. 
thc>''ve been working on this 
for over a week, tlK--y've got 
~rc;tt interviews, really com
pelling footaHe of what 'i; hap
pening in the townships in terms 
of the cduc;1tional crisis, 
please run it. 

The executive producer 
said. well. how cm you prove 
to me that anybody reallr 
cares :ihout thi!> stoq·? He 
said, look, 1"11 run it on one 
c·ondition. If thc:n:'s one house-

wife in Queens who woul<.I 
want to wat(h this story, I'll 
consider putting it on the air: 

In the back of the room 
there rose the hand of a 
young woman who was :tn 
intern in the NBC news 
opt:r.ition. This woman said. 
well, my mother lives in 
Queens. The executive pro
ducer said, well. can you 
briJ1g your mother in here? 
We'll show her the story. And 
so Mrs. Ma.rtinez. or whatever 
her name was. was actually 
brought to NBC News and 001 

really told why. The executive 
producer was making a side 
bet that she couldn't care less 
abom what was happening in 
South Afric;1. The: woman 
watched the story and she 
said. • ·well, it ·s about 
children, it's about real pro
blems, very interesting.'' This 
was dutifully reported and the 
story r.111 on NBC News. This 
is known as the Queens 
Housewife Test. 

-Danny Schechter. 



Economics 101 
amth11ted /mm pap,e 17 

comt'. to think that tbey know more 
than they really do. All this communiry 
is loosely yoked in a great hierarchy at 
whose pinnack are the: gn:,u univc:r.lity 
departments. 

Economics is not the only expl:ma• 
tory game in town. Lawyers, historians, 
political scientists, sodologis1s, anthro
pologists, social psychologists. linguists 
all have something to contribute:. A good 
many indepcndeni iJ1inkers and gadOys 
dwell on the outskirts of the fields as 
well, latter-day mcrc:mtilis11; with strong 
positions on the issues but fe\,• ties to 
the academic traditions. 

These persons tend to obey Paul 
Samuelson's dictum: over time. they 
either grow closer and arc assimilated 
into economics or th,1· grow much 
faccher away and are forgotten. But at 
any given moment, tht')' - and not the 
professorial - may he right. A prime 
example is Jane Jacobs, whos<~ insights 
into the economics of cities have heen 
for the most pan slowly confirmed and 
adopted b)' technical econornists. Other 
major heterodox thinkers. from Henry 
George to Thorstein Vehlcn to Walter 
lsard to Jay l'orrcster can expect simifar 
treatment. And of course the "supply 
side'' thinkers who r.1ised a ruckus over 
taxes in the late 1970's are another 
example of how grassroots outside 
challengers can have a major influence 
on the field. 

Indeed, for journ.llists ;1nd political 
types, who need right answers 10 

serious problems in re-al time. the lesson 
from the constant tension hctwecn 
insiders and outsiders is a sobering one. 
It is that the lost key is on.en to be found 
some distance from the lamplight. The 
economists arc at all times full of cer• 
1ainty. Bur a Huie knowledge. exces• 
sively depended upon, can be a very 
dangerous thing - a fact that is, 
h:1ppily. well-known to most pr.i<:ticing 
politicians. 

For all these reasons, there is a vast 
difference in point of view between the 
successful journalist and the good 

economist. Economists are those who 
have been "hit by tbe meatball" (.t~ 
Robert Crumb once described the ex
perience of con\'crsion). Reporters will 
take a more agnostic stance wward 
economic knowledge, a.~ ii is communi• 
c:ttcd by the texts and in the seminar 
rooms. The hasic distinc.1ion here is bet• 
ween those who sec the story as heing 
somehow cnt.iiled by the theory they 
have learned and those who don't 

cmhmce the theory. For economists. the 
outlines of the map arc abxady known; 
in some sens<· they already know the 
:mswcrs. Good journalists are good 
precisely because they don't. 

So professors will continue to stream 
down to 1hc AP office with their pn:ss 
releases. Wise journalists will continue 
to scratch their hcad!l and ask each 
other (,md not their academic advisi:r..), 
what's this story worth? D 

Can Big Stories Be Told? 

the right in~tnlllll'lll to t:1k1: till' pkture 
without the theory. 

My argument is that reponcn. need to 
he more scientific. They need to learn 
which generali7.:itiom, nr concepts for 
org:mi,:ing t·vcnts are deemed hy pr:tC· 
titioners to be currently useful. 'rhc.-y 
need to uoder.;tand the history of what 
they are observing. And when they have 
a sense 1hr the patterns and the hlswry. 
then thc:-y will know how 10 put the d:tt:1 
they arc recording in ,·ontext. 

What Would You Expect 
Of A Professor? 

lt should not he surprising that a pro
fessor would think that better cdurntion 
was an import:uu cure. Dur the m:mer 
is a hit deeper. Fam1ers in small Midwest 
towns know that 1he weather around 
the world am! Japanese rice politics arc: 
important to their family income. That 
itistiltctive appreciacion for how ihings 
come together is what is missing from 
much of our schooling and hc:ncc: our 
reponing of most matters. including 
local, sute, fedcr.11 and hureaucr.uic 
politics. But since better c:ducatcd 
reporters reallr me:ms a vase change in 
assignment patterns. and since a prac
tice of increased specialization might 
lead to economics of scale in news 

gathering. I helieve that I am actually 
c1lling for :l very different way of lhink• 
ing abouc the oq;ani:t.ation of the news 
business. Until changes of that magni
tude arc made, nt·w~ of the economy 
will continue to be entertainment. 0 
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attribution is acceptable. 
"If any aspect of a wire story 

reflects reporter initiative or 
cxdusivity. then attribution is 
req uircd :tt the appropriate place in 
the story." 

This and other rules to protect the 
credibility of a news report require 
extra diligence because of the impact 
of the computer on the copy desk. 
The enormous spurt in increased 
productivity, :and thus profits. which 
accompanied the computeri;;,:uion of 
tht' newsroom was in adding typeset
ting to the duties of the copy editor. 

The new technology dearly is a 
major factor in the eros.ion of ethical 
standards but, based on discussions 
with reportecs and editors in 
newsrooms la(J(e and small, it seemi, 
the unr..lerlying cause of the erosion 
is much easier to explain. These 
disn,ssions rctlcct two basic 
pmhlems: 

The first is the 1r:1di1ional la<:k of 
any consistent, organized system of 
tmining for news room staffs. Almost 
none calkd could rememb<,r a 
serious. structur1xl discussion of 
ethics in gener:11 or plagiarism in 
partkul:lr. Many of them were never 
given guidelines on these suhject~. 

The: second factor is pressure for 
increased producti\'ity. This problem 
grows hy the day as news org:mi:i:1-
tions mc:c:1 the: current economic 
decline: by r1:dm:ing staff while: 
increasing the \'olumc of pmduction 
of information for new markt·ting 
outlets such as 900 number 
telephone ser\'iCes. 

One reporter h;1d difficulty 
• 1ccepting the notion th:11 he could 
not r1:port something he had S('<:ll on 
television as if he had heen present 
10 witness the event: "'Why. my 
editocs cnconr:ige us to monitor 
stories on television rather than go to 
the scene. Ir sa"es time and money.'' 

llut don't thc:y tell yon that rou have 
to think about attributing wh:11 you 
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n-pon off of television by telling the 
n:adcr it w:is r1:ported on d1annel X? 

.. Ar1: you kidding?'" he said. "My 
editor hates to credit the opposition. 
They steal our srnff every day." 

A 30-y1:ar carn:r in nt'wspapccs 
:utests that kw things are as consis
tent as the cries of anguish from 
senior editori, who have to attribute 
an imponam element of a story to 
another news organa.ition. When 
cornered they place the aurihution 
far (:nough down in the story so it 
rould never appear on the fmnt page. 

By accclemting the process the 
new technology has put pressure on 
lhl· ~ystcm hr which we do husiness. 
As pressure is wont to do. it has 
revealed the weakness of the srs1em. 
And that weakness rests with the 
managers of the system - the 
editors. They .a.re not preaching 
ethical scmdards just when prc:aching 
is most import:mr: when the prcssun: 
to produce and the case of produc
tion have fuzzed up the lines. 

The burden is on the editors to 
restore and maintain crt"dibility for a 
press whkh is in danger of heing 
overwhelmed by sodal. political :md 
n'onomic forces whic.:h arc shaking 
its foundations. 

h begins with dear. simple rulc-s. 
Like the one I first heard from Tim 
Pridgen. the t'diror of a emmrry 
\Veekly in Joneshom. ·1c.-nnc:ssee. Tim 
reported, wrote and edited all the 
copy for his paper. He sold all the 
:ads. made up the pag_es and helped 
SCI the type~ •k also looked 
everyone he wrolt' about in 1he eye, 
both before and afwr rhe fact. llis 
notion of n-porting w:L~ simple. 
Reporters n:ported what they knew 
first h;md. What they wrote could be 
verified by anyhody who took the 
time to do the sam<· work. 

"Level with the reader:· Tim said . 
"'lhu can m:ver go wr\)n~ when you 
arc hones1 with your rc:adc-r... lc:11 
them what you know :and don't try 
to fool lht'm ahout what you don't 
know:· 

That has :ahv;ip, s<:cmed a good 
foundation upon which to !mild the 
c1"l:'dihility of a reporter :m<l a news 
Kpon. D 

Lower Pay 
L'Ollllllll(!tl fronl /Jelge 1.2 

tclc\'ison nc,11:s was more likely to cm·cr 
:md devote more.' rime to changes in 
economic indicators sm:h as the 
unemployment r:ttc when the figures 
were de1erio.r.1ting. Shanto Iyengar 
found that of the 98 stories on the ens 
Evening News during 1981-8'> 1h;u 
focused on pm·crcy (e.g, wdaJ pro
gmms, poor people, hunger) 57 per cclll 
ust:d case s1udic:s to focus on a par
tkular poor person. Be found th,tt the 
war the media fmmes <:over:age of 
poverty. however. affects people's 
explanations for social outcomes. 
Vk.wcrs shown ('Over:age that focuS(.-s on 
n:uion:1I mucomcs 1cndcd 10 view 
poverty as part of a systcmil: mncome. 
while viewers shown cm·cragc of pm·cr
ty that focuses on inr..lividual outl·ome., 
tend to view poverty as the result of 
individual dispositions :md situations. In 
this respect, tht· manner of coverage can 
be-come the mes~agc. 

Tht public.:'s <lc:m:md for privately 
useful and cnti::r1:1ining infon11ation ;m<l 
will ing111.:i,s 10 for1:go information on 
public affain, cre:m:-s a fundamem:d pn>• 
hlcm for <.:ov<:r.igc of ccooomic news. 
Journalists who supply the privately 
profi1:1ble demands may end up neg.lcct• 
ini the public affairs side of cover:tgt.'. 
Though individually m1ional. this goes 
against the Jeffersonian notion vf jour
nalists as monitors of government ac
tion. The problem is a new twist on an 
ancient phenomenon. The satirist 
.fun:na\ put it thus: "Quis eustodiet 
ispsos custodes, .. - "Who will watch 
the watcher.-? .. Normally thii. is ioter
pn-ted as the problem of who will 
monitor the monitor. Yet in the case of 
journalists, the <:conomics of informa
tion results in a pervcn;e ou1comc. For 
here the watcher.;, the press, wish to he 
wmched, th:at is, re.ad. :111 incentive 1h:1t 
serves demands for private inform:uion 
wdl but the provision of public infor
m:uion poorly. D 
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business section into a persom1l-llnancc 
mg. lnveswr.i :trc n,numl reader.- of the 
husinc:;.s sections, hut editors should not 
become slaves to their desires for (,'v(·r
expam.ling portfolios. Pamper them, 
yes, but don't overdo it. 

Tbis is not an a'Eument to pcnnit our 
covcr.igc to he clomimted by economists. 
'Jb the contrary. While economists have 
develvped a rigorous way of looking at 
the world. too many of them n?ject 1hc: 
human element and ;ire content IO view 
the world 1hn>u~h their formulas. I.ct 
the.Ill do what they do hest: Input. But 
i.t's up to us to provide the output. Our 
emphasis should he on telling the 
economic and business story thr<>ugh 
human beings. I know this may sound 
too simple, but I firmly hdievc that it 
is the way to aur.ll:t the short attention 
span of readers. 'Jell the story of 1ht 
:\'lexican tr.ide agreemem through the 
eyes of those afth:ted. Do the same with 
Europe 1992, and the crisis in the S<)\'iet 
Union. The more people we interview, 
the closer we will he to the economit 
story going on out there every day. 'lo 
me, it's not ne.1rly so mysterious as 
some make: it out to he. 

Washington economic coverage can 
deliver facts, figures :md quotes by 
politicians. hut it can't get out into 
communities to sc:e the efkets of 
policies. I am keenly aware of the limi1:1-
tions of writing :1bou1 busi1\ess and 
economics from the vantage point of 
the nation's c1pit.al. The city has its own 
pccul:ar perspective on the economy. 
:md it often docs not gibl' with what's 
going on in other regions. One of the 
.ii.ins of Washington covcmge is 10 use 
the informati<m available in aggressive 
fashion to umlcrstand our own com
munities. or to expose problems that 
often are kept under cover ;11 the local 
level. The s:1vings amt loan ~candal is 
one such problem. 

With thc country in economic trou
ble, the press has a major n:sponsibility 
to help Amcrirnn:, see thc problems 
dearly and guide them through it. In 

my vi('.V.', 1his will require more than the 
usual slap-it-on-the-business-page 
routine. It will n-quire the· press to ex
c:rcise a higher level of vigilam:c in spot
ting economic pmhlems and explaining 
the chan~cs that an: going on tad1 day. 
It will require that editors improve the 
quality of business and economic 
cm·emge. and humanize ii in a \'\,~IY that 
people will find it impossihle 10 ignore. 

And it will n:-quirc time. One· of the 
most difficult thing.,; for modern editon. 
to do is to free some of their hest jour• 
nalists from their daily routines to do 

Times and Tbt' Washington Post. In th<· 
year ended in April 1990. for example, 
The Journal reported on federal charges 
of major knowing and willful safety 
viol;1tions in the workplace by Phillips 
Petroleum, the John Morrell unit of 
United Brands, l.ockhecd, Zinc Corpor
;uion of America, Geneml Dynamics, 
Du Pont, C:ugill, and Gener.ii Motors. 

William Allen White said in his 19.18 
speech: "But I suppose in the end 
ncwspapers cannot be free. ahsolutdy 
free In the highest ana best sense, until 
the whole social and economic struc
ture of American life is open IO thc: frre 
interplay of democratic process." 
Reporters can help move us toward that 
'' free interplay." Indirectly, a1 least, Bill 
Greider \\~IS encouraging them 10 do so 
when he said in his op-ed piece: "Indi
viduals who wi.sh to he frt·c must make 
their own freedom. especially inside 
large organi7.ations, hecausc no one is 
going to confer it on them.'' 

I will go funher. It is a cheap shot and 
erroneous to imply lha1 blame for the 
pro-corporate tilt lies entirely on 
owners, outside directors, managers, or 
the economic impci:;11ives of thl' mass 
media emitics that arc themselves hig 
husine~. lu:p<>ncr.; do not clcser\'e to get 
off so easily. Those who attempt serious 
cover.1gc· of corporate governance and 
misconduct often break throt1gh, even 
when they inflict pain on personal 

more thoughtful reporting. One of thl· 
probk·ms i~ every journ;1lis1 wams this 
kind of job, hut not all .ire capable of 
dcli\'ering th(' goods. 

Considering the war the U.S. 
economy is changing and the way in 
which many l'Onununities and jobs :u:e 
threatcnc:d hy today ·s harsh economic.: 
climate. it would be im:~ponsihlc if 
nlitors failed to rise to the· challenge and 
helped a bt'wildered puhlic understand 
and cope with the _probil'ms ,1hcad. 
linder..1anding can create solutions. 0 

friends of thC' owners and managers. 
'Ibo many reporters don't even err. 
<;ivcn the present st:ue of the economy, 
that's understandable. It's also a shaml'. 

Ahout a decade ;igo. in a Washington 
Monthly article ahom The W.L~hington 
Post. when: I ~-.is a reporter for 29 
y(•ars. I was dtscribed, perhaps accu
r.ucly. as "the biggest pain in the ass in 
the office." 

M)' obviously self-serving l".xplanation 
is th:n I hecaml· a pain i.n the ass in 
pushing at the frontiers. ancl that I got 
a good deal of grid in return. Hut often 
enough 10 make the grief wor1J1whilc, 
editors hdpcd me break through, and 
owners and managers - ceruinly in
cluding Ben Bradlee - supported us. 
For more than a qu:trter-century, starting 
wi.th the haby-deforming drug 
thalidomide, I wa.5 ahle 10 do often timc
consuming. costly, :md (I would like to 
believe) useful reporting. For what I 
hope w:1s good reason, I antagonized 
leaders of a broad spectrum of indus
tries, including pharmaceutinl. 
medical-device, automobile. oil, n:1turJI 
gas. pipeline. insumncc. household
appliance, chc:mical, tire, food, tobacco. 
And, yes. the nt,wpaper industry. 

I am not - and h:1ve no right to be 
- sdf-righteous. I hung in, was 
toler:lt<.'<.I ;mcl !iurvived. I don't even have 
an ulcer. I had good luck :md I am damn 
thankful 0 
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Explain, Explain 

served. 1 believe, by underst:mding the 
basic themes of husines~ :llld 
economics. They really aren·1 th:u clif
lkult to undcrsrnnd; it'.-. just that their 
prJctirnl consequences art' so hard to 
com rol or predict. 

So what J try to do in mr own work 
is keep an eye on the themes. cxpl:tin
in~ daily cvcnts in a larger context. 
Always. die c:mphasis is on expl;11rn1ion: 
trying 10 make basic sense of the sub
ject. Ahv:tp. the emphasis is on 

~implidtr, b(."caustc it·~ the ~oul to 
undcr.mmding. 

Stylistically, I kid around some (to 
make the subject less forbidding): I'm 
always on the lookout for memor:,hle 
mt>t;1phors, because TV and journalism 
arc both so easy to forget. I think that 
follow-up and repetition an: keys IO 

learning, so J incorpor.itc them when I 
cm, though not nearly enough. 

Sometimes. jokes die: sometimes. I 
oversimplify; occasionally, I obscure: 

German View: U.S. Myopia 
•·onlhwetl from page .fl 

overs in America there wt>re, for 
instmce, many reporters that seemed to 
be awed by the hare si7.c of the newly 
forged conglomentes and hy the 
dynamic dealings of the attackers. Then: 
were hardly any storil:'S on the thousands 
of working people who became victims 
of the ruthless monopoly games - and 
the players wercn·t intensively scruti
ni1..ed, either. 

One of the reasons for the different 
perspectives of economic reporting in 
the United States and in Contintcmal 
Europe arc rooted in the different 
systems. Basi1.-.illy it is a capit.'tlist market 
in America versus a so-called social 
market in most of the Western European 
countries. If European journalists quite 
often overemphasize the social and 
moral aspects of economic develop
ments. their Americ;m coumerpar1s as 
often neglect it. 

Another difkreoce concern~ the 
perspectives. The American economy, it 
seems. is dominated by the quarterly 
n:ports of big companies and the 
fickksness of the stock-market. This is 
mirrored in the pn:ss. 

Common wisdom stues that Japantcse 
cmrcpcncur.. plan long term. Gcrm;m 
mnlium term .md their American 
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counterparts short term. To some 
dcgn:e American economic reporting 
rdlects this bre:11 h l(•ssncss. Next week 
sc-cms to he much more interesting than 
nel(t year, the present performance of 
a big company sc.,ems 10 be more irnpor• 
tant than its potential in the near future. 
This often results in a lack of deeper 
analysis and structural observations on 
thtc l:conomic pages. 

These differences will become more 
:1pparcnt as the national economics 
more and more merge into an internal 
economic en\'ironmem. Here the 
American media probably will meet 
their greatest chaUenge. With European 
Community dt-vt'loping into a genuine 
conunon market and Japan with its 
neighbors becoming the ll·ading 
economic supt>rpowcr, the demands for 
journalistic knowledge and insight grow 
dramatically. 

Up to now ncith<·r the Unitcd St.ates 
nor the Cominemal prrss h:1s answered 
these challengc·s. Economic reponing 
about Japan and rising nations like 
South Korea and 'faiwan is mostly 
unsatisfying. Of course there a.re the bar
riers of language and str:mge traditions. 
Because it might become a mauer of 
economic survival to understand the 

am.I alway5, there's the <fanger that 
cxplanation bl·comes jus1itk:11ion or 
apology. 8ut for alJ that, I think I'm 
being ahout as useful a journalist as I 
know how m be. 

Is it what I'd wa111 of everybo<ly in 
the profession? Nah. There'd he 100 

much competition, and no ooe left to 
keep an lye on mM, much less blow the 
whistle on the crooked bankers. On the 
other hand, if explanation were the rnle. 
rJthcr than the rarity. when that whis• 
tic did blow, a lot more people would 
undcrs1and wh.11 h,id happened. And 
maybe. just maybe. just maybe, things 
wouldn't have been allowed lo get quite 
so Olli of h,llld to begin with. 0 

secrets of the East Asian economics, the 
demands for thomugh and knowledge
able n:ports will be growing. 

The European Community on the 
other hand apparently is ~ken more 
serious by the American than by the. 
Ctlntincnml press. The trt'.nds aod 
developments within the E.E.C. are 
more cardully watched and better 
analy1.cd in some American papers. 
cspcci:dly the Wall Street Journal. than 
in most Western Euivpcan papers. 

Jn the llL'W age of detente the com• 
ing battles will be fought in the inter
national market. The vicrors will he 
those who arc better informed. From 
the papers this demands broader and 
deeper intemational n::poning. It should 
not only be ;timed at the stockholder 
who might want m inve!lt in a certain 
company abroad. It should also satisfy 
the :1ver:1ge reader who ~-.ints to know 
more about the economics of com
peting nations. their strengths and 
weaknt.-sscs. because it nmld affect him 
personally. Al the moment this task is 
not being met hy most print media on 
either side of the Atlantic. 0 



Cheering on the Scoundrels 

For1um: 500 adver.mry had changed his 
name twice in his life and he mltl the 
advCl'l,31')' what I told him and never r.m 
1he story. 

A client of mine: I came to mistrust 
and parted company with got in trouble: 
in New Jersc,-y misreporting e;1mings. !-lis 
deceptions got adequate wver.1ge hut he 
kfl his wife. who had multiple sclerosis. 
and moved the company 10 the Wes1 

Coast when: he married :1gain - thjs 
time to a younger woman. A new 
hu.reau chief for the paper that had ex
posed l1im haikd him as an exciting 
entrepreneur. 

Boone Pickens, wbo purported co be: 
a friend to all stockholder.;, put up all 
kinds of barricades against a c:akcover 
into his own hy-la\\'"'5, then dipped into 
the company coffers to :1w:1rd himself 
a giant bonus and went on co accuse the 
management of advcn;ary companies of 
being entrenched and greedy. He got :1 

few lines for his own tmnsgrcssions bur 
he got big stories when he put on his 
halo and attacked the managements of 
companies he was trying to take over. 

now. Assuredly it pn:sumc:s aimini; at 
morc than merely cntcn."lining one's 
:mdicncc. The 80's wen: entert.aining. 
Raiden; ;1nd kvcmgcd huyout :mists and 
their 1mphy wives became almost as 
entertaining as rock, TV :ind movie; 

star.-. But how often did we read in 
news stories the connection between 
the high-priced life-style of business 
Icade.rs and wha1 went on at their com
p.mies? How ofter did anybody dig into 
the impact of a hillionaire's fortune on 
the world around him? 

·1rrn:, there was a lot of interc-st in his 
ecc<:ntricitics. Th;u w:as emertainme111. 
Entertainment built media aud.iencc and 
audience growth made money. EJ11er
tainment works. An actor was elected 
President. It's hard to imagine the 
closely reasoned Lincoln-Douglas 
debates taking place mday with sound 
hites. ShOuldn't the media join the: 
pany? Can thq• afford not to? In today's 
h1mom-line culture - control of a 
mc.1.lia company can depend on whc."ther 

1he audience: is entertained. If thl· <:.lrll· 

ings aren't then::, 1he depressed stock 
prk:c may invite takeover attempts. As 
the communications induMry cominues 
to consolidate with cross-tics to the 
companies on which they att supposed 
{() report - often advertisers - will 
they want to go hcyond puff pieces on 
husiness leaders and hust 
measurements~ 

Moreover, it's easy to argue that the 
historical context for the news should 
he de-;ilt with on the editorial and op-cd 
pages and the nc,•ws should ht: confined 
to the hen: and now. But a ttponcr with 
:t sense of history appmaches a news 
story diffettntly from a reporter who 
thinks of what is happening as spot 
news without a future :1ml withom a 
past. He or she docsn • t take it for 
gmmcd in news coverage that position 
in society bean; a diret.:t relationship to 
a pcrson·s integrity. The good reporter 
asks more questions. follows more 
leads. Who is to say that digging report
ing can'i be cntcn.aining as well as 
inform:uivc? 

As the 80-s sugges1. we are going co 
ncctl ali of this kind of help we can 

□ 

A naval warrant office once pointed 
out to me that a rnrn of the screws 
cancels all debts. Should the media have 
continun1 10 remind the public of the 
character of the men antl women in the 
financial ne,vs? After all, it was old 
news. Besides. one fr.md rnsc settled 
with a nolo contendere pica, it mii;ht 
be argued. is far from :1 damning 
character reference. Everybody makes 
mis1:1kcs. Should he pay for them all his 
liJc1 

About Journalism 

Herein, it seems to me, lies the dif
ference between a sood reporter and a 
b,ld one. A good reporter, confronted 
with a suspicion. doesn't brush it off. 
He cakes it as a starting point from 
which to conduct further investigation. 

This raises a question: an: the media 
really watchdogs? Should they alert the 
public co d:mger before it happens? This 
presumes approa<:hing a story from a 
diffen:111 point of view than simply tell
ing one's audience: what is going on 

Thls Is CBS: A Chronicle of 60 Ye:a,s. Robert 
S1:itcr. Prentice Hall. 199 L. The Time mag:1zin<: 
reporter in Jerus~tlcn1 tells the Story of the 
n(•tworl-: from its beg.innin.g ln the 1910":, to ir.s 
cur-rem troubles. 

Assessing the: President: The Mcdi:i, Elite 
Opinion aitd Puhlk Support. Richard A. llrody. 
S1:mford Univcr>ity Press. 1991. S22.95. 
S,;1nford professor .-.urvcrs dynamics of 
Prcsid,:ntial popularit)'· 

Hitler Diaries: Fakes 'Ibat Fooled the World. 
Charles llamihor1. Unh·ersiry Pres, of 
Kentucky. 1991. S24.95. How a petty German 
thief pulled off rh,: hoax. convindn~ rhe 
Gc.:rma_o 1na~:tzine Stern. hiMori:tn:-i :md h:inti
wrie.ing <~x1x!rl~ of their autht·micit'y. 

Inside the Beltway: .-\ Guide to W:ashingtoo 
Reporting. Uon Camphc:11, Iowa Stat<'. 
Universiry Press. 1991. S24.95 tu:, Si'i.9'; pt,, 
A wx1hook br the former W:1shing1or1 ediror 
for USA "lhday, now tht dintctor of , h~ 
'\X1a.shington Journalism Center. 

Journalism for the 21st Century: Online: 
Information, Electronic Oaub:ases, :.1nd 
the News. lbru Koch. Pr.iegcr. 1991. S 17.95 
ph l-lnw computers, by making c.·o<>rmous 
amounts of information avan:,ble, .are t~1.ns
forming the ne,vs. 

Uvc F.rom Capitol Hill?: Studies of Congress 
and the Media. Stephen lies.,. llrookings 
lns1hu1ion. 1991. Volume: 4 in this 
knowledgeahk observer's ,._cries on the 
\Xf:lShington press corps questions the mcdhfs 
power to inllnence elccfjoos and lawmakcN>' 
power to manipul:tlt.· the: ntt.:di:1. 

Preserving the Press, How Daily 
Newspapers MoblJi,:ed to kc:cp Their 
Read.ers.. (.C;"o Bog:1n. Columbia llnjvcrsity 
l'nc'SS. 19')1. s.m. An :<Crnlllll <)fThe i\'t•wspapr.:r 
Rt·adership 1'roj,·t1. which gc:n,:ratnl speci;il 
se,·tions widl" ust.: of gr.tphics and changc.·s in 
distribution and promo, ion in an effort to 
((''\'(!fSC: the long~t<.:rm down,v;1rd t r,·nd in 
drcul:1tion, 
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BOOKS 
Scotty Reston's Personal Stories 
Deadline Memoirs 

Jmnt"s Rt"sion 

lun<.lom HOUS('. 1991, Sl'i 

by James M. Naughton 

0 n the nigh1 in 
1971 tll:ll U.S. 

Attorney General 
John N. Mitchell 
sent a tclegr.1m ask
ing that the Nt'W 

York Times stop 
publishing the Pen
tagon Papers, Times 
executives located 

• 

James Reston at a W;1.Shing1on dinner 
party. 

They read him 1he dr.ifl of a reply 
respectfoUy declining Mi1chell's request 
while saying the ne'-vspaper would obey 
the courts. Reston wrote it down and 
asked New Y<irk to wajt a minute. Then 
he showed the Times draft to the man 
who happened that night to Ix-his host. 
The host "thought it did nm m;1ke dear 
that the Times would obey ;m order 
from the Supreme Court - not just any 
court,'' hut when Rcston conw)'t'd 1hat 
:u.l\'kt' the Times "stuck to its promise 
to obey 'the courts· and suspended 
publication of the paper for a few day~:· 

Reston's host and adviser that even
ing was Rohen McNamara. former 
Secretary of nefense. 1he very person 
who had initiated the secret Pentagon 
study of the Vietnam W~r th,11 the Times 
was printin~ in defiance of tht' 
government. 

The anecdote epitomi;,..es ''Deadline,'· 
for in recountin~ it Scotty Rcston dr.1ws 
oo particular journalistic morJI. He does 
not call attention lO the imny. Ile: merely 
1dls the mies. ''DeadlinL'··. he cautions, 
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is "merely one reporter's personal 
stories fmm the past." 

So many of the btories are like the 
McNamara <'piso<lc-that the book could 
4.:;lbily be read as the diary of a consum
mate insider. Rcston in London with 
Ambassador Joseph P. Kennedy, who 
"nc~·t:r met a man or woman for that 
matter he didn't think he could con
quer. but he couldn't keep his mouth 
shut or his pants on:· Rcston critiquing 
Senator Arthur Vandenberg's drJft of 
what. thanks to Rcston, became a 
momentous speech on postw:1r Eumpe., 
Res1on watching a telecast of the 1952 
GOP convention with Ike in the can• 
didatc's Blackstone Hotel room. Rcston 
seeingJohn l'ostff Dulles "tn::qu4.:ntly at 
hb timb4.'.rt'd houst' in Cleveland P•Jrl.:'' 
10 ~cl backchanncl information. Reston 
putting his rrouse.r.; on ovc:r his pajamas 
to go meC't Adl;1i Stevenson after mid
night and discuss whether he should 
nm for the White I-louse: "I s;1id I didn't 
think he had a choice - when your 
numher comes up in a democr.1q you 
have to go. especially if the President 
asks you." RL-'Ston in the Vienna embassy 
with John Kennedy as the President, in 
a ~'.old fury over Nikica Khrushcht'V's 
threat to damp down on Berlin. said "it 
was now essential to demonstmtc our 
firmness, and the place to do it, he 
n:markcd to my astonishment, was 
Viem:1m!'' Rt>ston telling widowed 
Katharine Gr.1ham what she should do 
after the suicide of Washington Post 
publisher Phil Gr,1ham: " "lake the joint 
over,' I suggested, and she· did with 
remarkable cnumgc." Rc:ston n:a<:ting 
angrily to a Soviet plan to turn the estate 
across fmm his house into an embassy 
and going, to try to qu;ish it, directly to 
Houst" Speaker Sam Rayburn. 

For all that, thb is not just or even 

principally an insider's calc. What's 
imriguing - and important - about 
these mc::moirs is that they show a 
Rcston who never w:1s very comfortable 
on the inside of '"'Cots, a Reston like the 
rest of us, insecure and creative. 

In ;o ycan; of writing for the Times 
he was so sensible in print and serene 
in person it took this book to show how 
he fought all through his career to over
come his own devilish insecurity. 
Reston's family brought him as a child 
from Scotland to Dayton, Ohio, where 
he was ridiculed in school for not hav
ing the right clothes, and never forgot. 
When Reston \lor:I.S made an aide in the 
'40's to Times publisher Arthur Hays 
Sulzbeiycr, he felt out of sorts, a 
newsroom spy. When Sulzberger 
rewarded Reston by obliging Arthur 
Kmck, then Washington bureau chief, 
to take Rcston on as a writer, Krock ,vas 
so chilly at first that it "r,·vived my old 
immigmnt's dread that somehow I 
didn't fit or wasn't wanted." Though he 
was often a guest at Washington dinner 
parties, Rcston was "never at case in 
such gatherings, usually discussing such 
momentous subjects as how long my 
dinner partners had hee:n in Washington, 
and where their children went to 
school." In retirement, he writ('S that he 
looks back on "the thing r hated most 
- the fear of being rejected, of being 
ridiculed as :m outsi<.lcr, different, and 
1::ven absurd.'· 

Many of us, if lucky, discover at some 
point that we'n:- not unique in being 
insecure, evt'n if we don't pmjcct con
cern. I've: never yet ruet a top-flight jour
nalist - especially at the Times - who 
didn't come to work each day fearful it 
would be the last because, surely, the 
folks who run the place were on the 
vel!tc of discovering the journalist's 
!laws. IJ anything, journalistic insecurity 
is both commonpl.acc and necessary. It ·s 
part of the creative spiri1. Bosses <1011·1 
need to whip n:porters into line ·with 



dumb de\•ices like "creative tension," 
because n:ponc·rs alread)' are flagellating 
themsdves, trying to be better at their 
work than they think they can be. Wlm 
reporters need is support, encourage
ment and editor.; who abet their best 
instincts. Editors who operate 
humanely, running the kind of shop 
Heston ran in Washington - and didn't 
nm in New '\'brk. 

When Reston took over the Times 
Washington bureau in 19;:S. he under
stood that enterprising reporting was 
not a quality imposed by editors but the 
result of hiring the bt:St people available 
- he speaks proudly of bringing in 
Russe.II Haker, 1bm Wicker and Tony 
Lewis - and then getting the hell out 
of their way. It was the same principle, 
Reston wrote, as Casey Stengel's notion 
of success as manager: you're a lot 
better when you've got Joe DiMagg.io or 
Mickey Mantle in center field. 

"I respected the judgment of the 
editors," Reston writes in an unduly 
mild n.j)mof of the Times's institutional 
stiffness, "but believed then, and still 
do, 1ha1 the critical question is not how 
editors direct reporters. but whal kind 
of reporters and copy they get to 
direct." 

Rcston·s failure in New \brk - "I wa~ 
not a successful <.'Xccutive t:ditor .. - is 
thus all the more lamentable because 
this memoir suggests. prolyJhly com.·ctly, 
that he might have turned the Timcs's 
main office into a more tolerJble place 
co work if only Restnn had had the 
courage co follow his instincts: 

"I thought at the beginning that the 
executive editor should sit out in the 
city room near the reporters. where I 
could be closer lo the scaff. hear the 
gossip. and h:tndle the gripes. (.Manag
ing Editor E. Clifton) C>anicl felt this w.1.s 
carrying democracy coo far. I also had 
the equally silly idea that I could apply 
to the very large staff in New York (over 
700 reporters, editors and attendants) 
the chummy informalily that worked 
with the much smaller staff in 
Washington.'· 

Silly? Not really. Jt may have hecn im
practical to gather 700 people for a chat 
about cover.1ge, but the infonnalit)' and 
collegiality that Res1on had encouraged 
in Washington would b,we worked 

wonders in New York. 
Reslon writes lhat New York's 

demands, plus tht: rigors of continuing 
10 write the column. wore him down, 
and he doesn't explain why he so rtu.1dily 
gave up trying w tl't'at the 700 people 
in New York much the same :1s he had 
his small Washington st.'lff. There's a lot 
lefl unsaid in this book. 

Indeed, of 517 pages Reston commits 
fewer than two to the massive internal 
bmwl in 1968 thal led to his becoming 
execulive editor. Reston was by then a 
fulltimc columnist, having arr.lllgcd the 
w.ishington command for lorn Wicket 
When told by Turner Catledge, then 
executive editor, and Arthur Ochs 
(Punch) Sulzberger, the publisher, tlm it 
had been decided Wicker would be 
replaced by James Greenfield, Reston 
reacted with typical bluntness and 
clarity: "I said I t bought it was the 
dumbest idea since Eisenhower chose 
Nixon as his vice president.'' 

Reston lamented thar the Tim<.-s. "like 
1110s1 other big insiitutions. occasionally 
pays more auention to who's doing the 
job than to what job it's trying to do," 
but says llis arguments made no impn-.s
sion on Sulzberger and Catledge. His 
account is so sparse that he brushes off 
the rest of the bloodletting in a single 
sentence: "Wicker came to sec me and 
said that he was going to quit hefon: he 
was shoved, and he so informed the 
publisher, who then n:tlccted on the 
consequences, onlered a cease-fire, and 
called the whole thing off." Gay ·1a1ese 
built a whole book•writing career out 
of that sencenC'e. 

There's not much New York Times 
kiss-and-tell in this volume. Maybe a 
little smooch-and-hint. such as Reston·s 
dedar.nion that Amory Br:i.dford, the 
former gent'r:tl manager of the Times, 
w:Ls "a ta.II. well-educated preacher's son 
whose vanity was mat.ched only by his 
belief io his own effortJcss superiority.'' 
Or the i:mtalizing unexpl;iined statement 
1 hat the CIA "1 ried, occasionally with 
success, to recruit Times reporters 
overseas to serve as secret agent~ . . . " 

Nor is there much effort to exp:md 
tmden;tanding of the extr.ionlinary 
contribution Scotty Reston made to 
explanatory journal.ism. It was he who 
pioneered :md perfected the analytical 

story - called, in Times headline 
jargon. the "Q-hed" - in wbkh 
perspective was added to str.1i.ghl 
reporting. Rest on alludes, in passing, to 
the resistance his analytkal style met at 
fim within tJ1e Times. but he docs not 
give himself the credil he deserves for 
having demonstmted that the most im
ponam of the five W's is lV~>'· This is 
lamentable; at a lime when some 
puhlishers think they can compete with 
television by dumbing down their nC\vs
papcrs. Rcston could have used his 
remarkable skills 10 build the case for 
winning reader..· respect with depth of 
informalion. 

Another hok in "O<.·adline" is the 
absence of any ethical insight. Reston 
records hut does not ruminate on the 
propriety of pmctices in which he and 
the press once blithely took part. As an 
Associated 1-'re~s writer in New York in 
the 1930's, he .n:rnlls being "a welcome 
unpaying guest :ill over town, with 
1ickc1·s to the shows or the opera and 
even the run of all the big resciurJnts.'' 

And his comments on Walter l.ipp· 
mann. whose work Rcston admired, 
could perhars he turned inward: 

·•11e was always lecturing me on the 
virtues of detachment - of avoiding 
pecsonal involvement with influential 
officials or politicians. 'Cronyism is the 
cur.;e of journalism: he would say. But 
actually he ,.,.,1s more in\'olved with 
them than any other major commen-
1:uor I knew." 

Mostly .. Oc:adlint" • is a collection of 
stories about collecting stories, told with 
Reston·s str.1.ightforward manner and 
occasionally his I ih ing comrapumal 
style ("I saw the young Rid1a.rd Nbmn. 
and the new Nixon, and the old :-.lixon. 
but I don't think any reporter t"\·cr saw 
the real :--lixon.") The book. like its 
writer. bas no footnotes. "No douht," 
Reston says, • 'They are permissihle and 
even essential in a work of history. but 
this was not a work of history - it was 
a work of love." 

James iH. Naughton, executive e,litor 
of The l'biladelphia lnq11ire1: was a 
reporter in Tbe New York Times 
Washingtrm Bureau for eip,hl J\>ar.s, 

from 1969 to 1977. □ 
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Pulitzer Winners Reminisce 
Winning Pulitzers 

K:1ren Rmhmyt:r 

Columbia University Press. 1991, S29 

by Rick Tulsky 

Two days afu.:r 1hc Pulitzer pri;,,es 
were announced in 1987, the Nt,:w 

'¼>rk Times offered a sobering warning 
10 all winners: 

'"Winning a major prize like a Nobel, 
a Puli11.cr or :111 Oscar is genemlly 
reg.in:Jed :1s ;m undi.lu1ed momem of 
glory:· said the lead of the ar1icle, .. hu1 
winners of suc.:h awards repon tha1 then: 
are some bitte.r.;weet divirJenrJs :ts well ... 

The Times talked about anxietv. 
disappoimmem and pui.zling emp1ines~. 
II r..lescribeu the difficulties in trying to 
live up lO higher expectations. As Lan
fon:J Wilson was quoted as saying, 
"Type "This is the next play by Inst 
year's Pulitz.cr Pri.i.c winner· at the top 
of a page and try 10 write some1hi.ng 
un<krneath it." 

The article seemc.'1.1 to pri~~udy warn 
each winner: Don·1 let yoursdf be 
defined by the prize. Yet, in that vny 
sa1111: edition, The Timt-s reporrecl on its 
front page that Ri<,;h;m.l Wilbur has been 
named the country's poet laure.tte. 
Wilbur, 66, ,vas idcntificu on first 
reference as a "Pulitzer prize winner," 
having won the awan:J in 1956. 

In her book "Winning Pulitzers," 
~1ren Rotlunycr calls the prizes .. a yard
stick of excellence .. in journalism. There 
are more than 1.500 entries each year. 
Certainly winning a Puiit;,.cr. as two
time winner Gene Miller is quoted as 
saying, can involve ''politics, fn:ak 
chance, dumb lt1ck and uneven cate
gories." Certainly hiswrically, as 
llothmyer m>r<:s, the hoard lus been 
domimu.ed hy white m:,lcs from the 
Eastern estahlishment. 

But .. Winning Pulitzers;· published hy 
Columbia University press 75 year.; after 
the school first hestowed 1he awan:.ls, is 
not rc:tlly a study of the hoard and its 
politics. It is not so much about the 

80 Nieman R,~ports 

history of the pri;,..cs or about the future 
of journalism, though Rothmyer offers 
1wo hrict' cssa )'S. Nor is il the place to 
read prize-winning articles. Rothmyer 
publishes brief extracts from 20 prize
winning entries; but in most cases they 
are too cursory 10 be satisfying. 

At the heart of this hook are inter
Yiews with 16 award winners r.mging 
from former New York Times military 
correspondent Hanson Baldwin, who 
won during \Xil.>rld War 11, up thmugh 
Alfonso Chardy, a member of the Miami 
Herald team tha1 won a 1987 aw:ud for 
its reporting on the administration sup
port of the Nic:ir.1gu:m comms c·vcn 
after Congn:ss had b:mnc:d direct 
supp()rt. 

liltimatcly. this is not so much a book 
with a singk conclusion as it is a 
collec1ion of brief glimpses of prize
winners and their work. Ro1hmyer has 
dwsc:n 20 winners over the history of 
the Pulitzers: four winners bdon: 1940, 
and thn:e or four fn>m each succeeding 
decade. The sampling. writes Rothmyer, 
offers ~, • 'ringside seat :11 some of the 
major historical t'Vents of the 20th 
Century:·· omitted, howt·vcr, arc such 
juurnalisti<.: lamhuarks ;is the New York 
Times cove1~1ge of the Pen1agon Papers 
or the Washington Posl c<weragc of 
W:nergate. 

Rothmyer did not c.:hose c,i1hcr the 
..typical" winning entry or 1bc 
.. typical .. winnn. She aucmptcd in5tc::uJ 
to include a mnge of winners reflecting 
divcr.;icy of winner and of subject 
mailer. R<>thmycr found that "far and 
away., the most frequent type of artide 
to win the Pulitzer was 1hc expose of 
govcmment corruption or wrongdoing. 

What conclusions cm we dr.iw? 

• The pri;,A.'S cm he aw:m:lt:d to all kinds 
of :1r1 ides. 

• The prize~ cm hl· aw:mkd to all kinds 
of people. 

• Many of them have fasdnatin~ things 
to i.ay, years lall'r, :ihout their work 
and tbdr :1w:trd. 

S1:111ky Forman recalled shooting the 

Boston HerJld Amerk:an pho1ogr.1phs of 
a woman anu hahy fa!Ung from a fire 
escape in 1975. As they were being 
developed, r('Callcd fom1an. the Pulitzer 
was hcyonu imagination: He w:ls think
ing about winning the Hoswn Press 
Pbotogr.1phers Association Contest. Yet 
before those photographs had won 1he 
Pulitzer, Forman already had taken a 
photogrJph of a white Boston teenager 
using an American flag as a weapon 
.igain.s1 a black lawyer, a pic111re that 
woulu also win the prize. As he said, "I 
didn't really get to enjoy the first one 
because I was alrcady worrying aboui 
the second one.'' 

Mary Lou Werner Forhcs joked 1hat 
the prize ,v.1s "going 10 look grt'at in my 
obituary:' 

David tfalberst;un called 1hc Pulitzer 
he won for Vietnam. an awanl given in 
1he face of intensive criticism of his 
repons, • ·as if the Supreme Court of our 
own profession had nilcd in our favor." 

Rothmycr's hook is at its thinnest in 
its effort 10 include early prize winncTs. 

At its hest, the hook offers brief but 
compelling interviews with prize 
winner.,. 

Thcrc is Homer Bigart talking abom 
walking into Hiroshima while a corres
pondent for the N<."w Yl>rk lkr.1ld 
·1ribune. It is "very easy to look back 
:lnd express shock aod horror." said 
Big:irt "hut lht: fact is that at the time 
we though it was just a hell of :1 good 
raid, just ;mother big bomb.'' 

There is Ed Guthman. tbco a reporter 
for the Seaule Times, describing his 
1949 investigation tha1 showed :1 slate 
legislative cornmittc-c had falsely charged 
:t university professor with Communist 
act ivitics. The article appeared on! y 
after the university president had c:tlled 
a press contcrenc.:e clearing 1hc pro
fessor. based on Guthm:m's findings. 
·' People find it unusual thal the paper 
hadn·, printed a word up to that poim;· 
said Guthman. Thal was a dcdsion 
made hy the publisher and editor, who 
fully supported <,uthman's effort~. 
.. This was, as they ~aw it, the way 10 do 
things ... 

And there is 1-!alht:mam in Viemam, 
being told hr his Times editors that he 
should rnn..:el a planned vacation. Pn:si-



dent Kennedy h,ld just attempted 10 

pressure the new publisher, A.O. Suhr.
berger, to reassign lfalber.;tam, the 
author recalled, :md his editors did not 
waru Kennedy to think that the news
paper had responded to his pressure. 

Contr.ist Halbersc-.1m to Baldwin, the 
Times correspondent in the Western 
.l"Jcific during World War II. Baldwin 
recalled that there "wasn't the adver
sarial attitude between correspondents 
and government officials that was 
created in Vietnam and exists today. The 
correspondents I knew put their 
American citi7..enship and winning the 
war first and being a correspondent 
second." 

So what, in the em.I. do we learn 
about winning Pulit7..er.; from "Winning 
Pulitzer.;?'' 

1. There dearly is no ready formula 
for the kin,J of swry that will win a 
Pulitzer. But don't bother trying 10 copy 
past winners. Originality and daring are 
rewarded; repetition is not. 

2. Courage counts for a lot. Reponing 
in the face of danger to per.;onal safety 
would help. Uig;1rt described going on 
a raid over Genuany after • 'tl)e Air Force 
got this crazy idea of letting corre
spondents go on every major raid over 
Germany.'' 

3. If risking personal safety is too 
much. as le-.m put the fin:mcial security 
or rcput.·uion - of yourself or al least 
your institution - on the line. Consider 
Albert and Marjorie Scardino. who for 
seven years published the Georgia 
Gall!tte. They puhlished for seven years 
under the philosophy, said Al, .. The 
minutt' you stan considering the conse
quences of a story you hegin compro
mising whatever it was you had co say. 
They ultimately were forced to fold. 

4. Hard work pays. perhaps more 
than anything else. "There weren't any 
secrets to what I did," rernlls Gene 
Miller, whose work helped free two 
hlack men in the Florida P,,rnhandle 
who had been wrongly ,01wicted for 
killing two gas scation attendants. "It 
Vl~..ts just a lot of hard work. running 
down absolutely everything, checking 
and checking again. rm very thorough 
and very persistent ... 

S. So. too, docs learning to watch 

what is going on and paying :utention, 
Harrison Salisbury dcscriht>s reporting 
for the New )brk Times from Russia at 
the height of the Cold War, a period 
when the weather bureau would not tell 
him the forecast, dassifying the infor
m:uion :1s a state secret. ·"techniques of 
observation and watching and looking 
in ways reporter.; don't ordinarily do 
were very helpful, .. said Salisbury. He 
would watch closely the people, the 
sights, the strccts, and he would notice 
small changes. 

6. Add to tlm hanl work a healthy 
dose of luck. John D. Paulson dt..-scribed 
the staff of the Fargo Forum all con
tributing after the 1957 tornado ripped 
through the town. • 'A lot of it was that 
we were in the right place:· Paulson 
recalled. "If a tornado hits 20 miles 
down the line, well, you'd Jo a good 
job hut you wouldn't have the same 
influx of staff." 

7. It pays to spend your time and 
resources reporting and writing the 
entry, r.uhc.:r than in pack.1ging the weak 
entry into a nice presentation for the 
judges. If big papers arc more likely to 
win Pulitzer prizes than small p:tpcrs, 
contends Rothmyer, likely that advan· 
tagc comes from ha,•ing the resources 
in money and st.'lff to spend on the 
rcporling of the story. She quotes Rick 
Reiff. a mc.:mber of the Akron Beacon 
Journal staff a.~ saying, '"\bu want a shot 
at the pri7.e, huddy? Ante up a few thou
sand dollars and you get to play. Many 
papers lose before they start." 

At The Philadelphia Inquirer, with 
which I have familiarity. the newspaper 
at 1imes is criticw:-d as a "prize factory." 
Cerctinly, 'Jbe Inquirer has dmmnstrated 
its willingness to pour time and money 
into worthy projects. But hopefully, the 
point is to pursue projt"CtS be<:ause they 
arc worth}~ not for the sake of prizes. 

Rick Tu/sky /Jas been a st,if.f writer 
at The Inquirer for 12 years during 
w/Jicb the nmvspc1per /Jets won 12 
Pulitzer prizes. 71,lsky. .VF '89; Dan 
Hicl(lle, NP '9(); and Buzz 8issinge,; NI: 
'86 Joint~)! won tbe 1987 Pulitzerprize 
in investigc1ti11e reporting. □ 

Overcoming 
Male Bias 
Fighting for A1r: In The Trenches 
With Television News 

Lil '(rott.a 

Simon and Schuster. New ~Jrk, S2l.9'> 

by John Hughes 

A s a long-time prim man who has 
paid a few bills over the years from 

radio and television reporting. I don ·1 

have the fervent antipathy toward elec
tronic journalism of many of my print 
colleagues. 

Both nl,wspaper.; ;md TV news have 
their roles. Both convc.1 inform.ttion. 
TV through images. sometimes explo
sive, and m."\VSJ>:tpcrs through wo,ds 
and ideas. usually more subtle an<.I 
sophistkatt'\.I. 

For the sheer drama of. sar, a moon
walk, not much cm match live pictures 
from space. But a New York Times 
exccmive told me that the Times had 
rcn,rd salc.:s the.: day after American 
astronauts walked on the moon: viewers 
!.~w rht." ~torr unfold live, but still 
needed the background, the ampliika
tion, that only print can bring to a gn:at 
story. 

During the Persian Gutt· W'ar. CNN 
and the briefings on C-Span ran just 
about round the clock in our house. But 
the newspaper brought depth and 
perspective without which our under
standing of what was going on would 
have been imperfect. After the war. 
when television m."WS, with its short 
attention span, had moved on, it was 
print that brought an:1lysi~ and 
thoughtful rctmspective. 

It is trite 10 dismiss TV news as mc·.n:: 
flash ;md glitz. ·1ruc. I :1m as irricated as 
;myhody hy wme of the moming blather 
on the news se~mems of our network 
TV shows. rm not enchanted with what 
Liz 'li-otta calls tht' "Dan Rather in 
AfghanisL'ln .. school of journalism, and 
the pmmotion;1I campaigns that turn 
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journalists imo cclcbritJcs .md make 
them larger than the s10ries they are 
covering. 

But lht'rC art' good people :iml good 
momems iJl television journalism. Th11re 
is t.livcr.;ity ant.I there are alternatives to 
the nt'tworks' nightly headline sen,ice. 
There is Robert ~facNeil, who wryly 
tenns his MacNeil/1.chrcr NewsHour the 
.. program that dares to be dull." There 
is CNN, spare and lean, all busim:ss in 
its pursuit of news around the world. 
There is Koppel. And even on network 
news there is Jennings. the thinking 
man's anchor, who within the narrow 
par,uneters of 22-minute (alter commer
cials) evening newscast is prepared to 
<.l<.-vote t imt' to serious stories. 

TV ntws certainly has flaws enough 
to ,lllswcr for. 

It is way behind newspapers in devis
ing mechanisms for correcting :m<.I 
amplifying srori1:s it gt'tS wrong. (fry 
getting a correction on the air while 
evening network news is under v,-ay. lty 
getting the networks to c:1rry a correc
tion the next night). 

In my vi<."W NIK news chief Michael 
Ganner made a poor call when he 
decided to broadcast on network TV 
the name of the alleged victim in the 
William Kennc<ly Smith mpe c.:ase. Bul 
the print profession makes mistakes 
enough too. It w·.i..; The Nt.•w York Times 
that compounded NBC's misjudgment 
by publishing the alleged vic:lim's name 
again. 

There has been plagiarism of a story 
about plagiarism at Boston University. 

Earlier there ,v.ts the complete fahri
cation of a J.met Cooke story that won 
a Pulit7.cr prize for the \V.1shington Post. 
I \\':IS one of the Pulitzer lxY.t.nl members 
voting unanimously for that award. To 
its credit. it was the Post chat lacer 
decided something did not smell right. 
conductt·<l a bdatcd investigation. and 
withdrew the suhmission. 

Liz Trow, h:1s been on both sides. She 
started :,s a n·por1er for the Chica~o 
'Tribune and tbe Associ.ued Press and 
Newsda}', but spent most of her career 
in TV news. with NBC ,ult.I CDS. 

It wa~ tough ~oing. 
She was a woman in a man·s world. 

She was a serious reporter in a world 
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of tcli:,·ision news showboating. She 
was :1 conserv:uive in a ~ener:1l1y lihcml 
atmosphere. 

These days women are doing some
what better in the news husiness 1J1a.n 
in 111e years in which Liz ·1ro1ta was 
starting out. Gannett has made a serious 
effort co hire women puhlishcrs. The 
Christian Science Monitor sent women 
overseas as bureau chiefs - Elizabeth 
l'ont.l 10 Moscow, Charlotte Saikowski to 
fokyo. The New York Times has 
women foreign corres1mmlen1s and the 
Times and die \Va~hingion l'osl have 
women c.:olumnists of distinction. 

Ac the onset of her lelevision career. 
Ms. -ln)tta bad 10 overcome a lot of male 
prejudice before she got to Vietnam as 
a war correspondent. After Vie1m11n sbe 
worked in London and Hong Kong and 
Singapore amt lsmcl and Granada. and 
back in the United States covered the 
Chappaquit.ldick affair and the von 
Bulow and Jean Harris trials. In the 
course of her career she won three 
Emmys an<.I 1wo Overseas Press Club 
aw:uds. But in the end she \\~L~ si<lclincd 
hy what she calls the· networks· empha
sis on "blondes under 40" when look
in~ for on-camera reporters and 
anchors. 

1-kr reflections are at times barbed, 
b111 not biller. She· offers devastating 
critiques of sud, TV personalities as 
lhn Rather. and of former CBS news 
executives Van Gonlon Sauter and Ed 
Joyce. 

But basically this is a book about one 
woman's struggle - an uphill struggle 
m make ii professionally, a traumatic 
s1ruggle wilh her emotions over the 
horrors of war, a fight 10 keep her job 
as a reporter amid the tides of celebrity 
journalism and a struggle: with the 
realities of rejection when the network 
disrnnted her. 

It is a useful chmnidc oft he strcn~ths 
and weaknesses of television journalism 
in our times. 

Jolm Hughes is et 1wlio1wl~J1 
syndicated columnist mu/ Director of 
the lntemetlional ,i,fediCl SLtulies l'ro• 
gmm at Hrig/Jmn }fmng Uni1·ersiOi □ 

Galbraith In 
200 Pages 
SPEAKING OF GAlBRAITH: A 
Personal Portrait 

f>cggy 1 .. .IOlSOD 

Tkknor :in<.I l'idtl:; 
Houghton Mifnin Company, New 'tork, 
1991, SZl.95 

by Tom Regan 

Pasha Gibb, the English milimry oftker 
who spent much of his life in Ar:1hia 

and became the Western world's "biog
mphcr" of Mohammed, once said that 
if you wanted co under.;tand the Koran, 
you had co underst.and Mohammed. The 
same might be true of Jobn Kenneth 
Galbraith and this enteri-.1ining little 
hiograph) 1. If you want 10 under.;t.·m<l 
tbc mine! behind "TheAfJluem Sodcty," 
or any one of a number of other seminal 
hooks hy G.tlbr.lith on economics, then 
this will open a few previously sealct.l 
<.loors. Not that Galbr.1ith has h:1d quite 
the same effect on the world as 
Mohammed, hut from everything Pe~y 
Lamson say~ in this book, it would no 
doubt be :1 comparison of which be 
would appmvc. 

Hiogr.1phies gencr.1lly fall into two 
c:1tegories: the portrait variety and tht' 
photograph variety. The portrait 
hiogi.-.aphy painstakingly goes over c."Vcry 
detail. every shade of light and darkness 
in its subjcc."l'S past. Like a Copley paint
ing, it can be as imporctnt as lhe actual 
subject it ex.mnincs. The photograph 
biogr:1phy is the quick sn.tpshot of a 
subject's life: superficial in an entercain
ing way, if done properly. "Speaking of 
Galbr.1ith" falls into the latter category. 
Only it's something more than a snap
shot. You might call it a photo album 
of snapshots: Galbraith gmwing up in 
Southern Ont.trio. Galhraith in 
Washington during World W:ir II. 
Galbr.1i1.h at Harvar<l. CIC. The n:sult is 
an intriguing iilimpse Oust :1 little 0\-er 
200 pages - the perfect length) of a very 
private, \'Cry confident, yet very 



complex man. 
The Other secrel to this hook's suc

cess is i1s author. Peggy Lamson is I he 
pt:tk<.1 storyteller: relaxed, confit.Jcntial. 
close to her subject, yet far enough 
removed to be able m remark on bis 
!laws, often with a hint of mischcvious 
irony. She likes her subject, and that, of 
course, affects the wne of the book but 
does not hamper it. The result is 
something like a warm and cosy 
dialogue berwecn. author and reader. It 
is as if you and Ms. Lamson wen, sitting 
some lazy afternoon in a bright, com
fom1hle room in a house in Cambridge, 
sipping tea. as she relates stories about 
her friend "Ken'' Galbr.iith. being 
careful to add the slight note of dubious 
puzzlement at appropriate moments. 
She captures not only his accomplish
ments well, but also his personality. 

If there is one flaw in the book, it is 
that the snapshots fail to tnily reveal the 
soul of the man. That may be a result 

of <:ither brevity or his relunancc IO 
speak on topics 1.ike his father's death 
or his son's death from leuktmia. But 
I found mysdf :mnoycd at the iu11nbcr 
of times Ms. Lamson remarked 1ha1 
G,tlbraith could 1101 bring himself 10 

speak on any suhjcct invol\'ing deep 
emotions. While that reveals much in 
one way, it docs not sa1isfr the n:ader's 
desire to probe a link deqx.·r. 

Still. this one 0aw docs not Etr<:atly 
disturb the book's llow. "Speaking of 
Galhraitb .. is a livdr, interesting read. 
And it is the perfect antecedent; that 
personality that shines through in this 
book casts a strong light for those who 
wish to read. or wen re-read. his great 
works. Or even if you just w.tm to get 
a bc:tter look at one of the most impor
tant econolllis1s and pt'fSOnalities of thi.s 
century. 

Tom Regm1 is a Nieman Fellow of 
1991-92. He is <l coltmmist with Tbe 
Dai~)' News in 11<1/ifa:i:. Not1a Scotia. [] 

Only The Facts About Hoffa 
Hoffa 

Arthur A. Sloane 
Tiu: MIT l'r.:ss, 1991. S2·1.95 

by Edwin Guthman 

By ;my reckoning, JamL'S Riddle Hoffa, 
(be 'leamsters Union's all-powerful 

hut ultimately ill-fated general pn:sident, 
stands shoulder to shoulder with 
Samuel Gompers and John L. Lewis as 
the dominant labor leaders of their 
limes and who most left their mark on 
America. 

Gompcr.l's legal.)' is the American 
Federation of Labor (AFL). which he 
formed in 1886 and led thmugh the fir.;t 

two decades of the 20th Century. For 
Lewis, the United Mine Workers' gruff 
chieftain, it is the Committee of 
Industrial OIWtnizations (CIO). 

f-loffa rose from a hard-scrabble 
childhood and early year.; as a t'wo
fisted l;1bor 0~1nizer in Detroit to 

become the dominant 'U:amster in the 
Midwest :md then gencnl president of 
the union from 1957 to 1971. 

He ,vas tough physically and mentally. 
He was demanding and controversi,ll. 
I le was indefatigable in working for the 
union. He was a tenacious, effective 
negotiator in winning higher wages and 
better working rondi1ions for his 
members. 

R:utk-and-file Teamsters followed him 
with gr.itilude and uncritical pr.iise. A 
galaxy of major oiganized crime figun:s 
supported him - and used him. Tic 
supported them - and used them. Tiu: 
U.S. Senate Sdcc1 Committee on 
Improper Activities in the Labor or 
Management Field and the U.S. Depart
ment of Justice- ta11;eted him as Public 
Enemy No. I in labor. 

Ultimately, he went to prison, con
victc-d of trying to fix a jury a11d of 
dcfmuding the 'Jbunsters' Central States 
Pension fond. P·arolcd on Dec. 23. 1971 
after serving four year... nine months 

and JO days in the federal medium 
sc:curity pri~on at Lewishurg, 1~.1., Hoffa 
se:-t out 10 regain control of the union. 
11 was not to be. On July 30. 1975 he· 
vanished. Cir<.:umstantial evidence 
poin1ed to a mob hit. His disappearance 
rema.ins unsolved. 

W:1s Hoffa 1hi; model of a modern
day union leader, as thousands of union 
members believed? Or w·.is he, as my old 
boss and friend Robert Kennedy be
lieved, a symbol of corrupt for-ces that. 

if unchecked, threatened "to end up 
owning the country?" 

In ''Hoffa", Arthur A. Sloane, pm
lessor of industrial rd.at ions at I he 
Uni,·ersily of Dclaw:ire. has written 11n 

even-handed biogr.iphy. He deals dispas
sionately with Hoffa's life and the 
a<.1ion-packed controversies in which he 
was emhroiled, fmm the "str.iwbcrry" 
strike in which Hoffa was ;i leadtr in 
Detroit when he ,v.1s 18. to his untimely, 
mysterious and presumed murder. 

It is 10 Sloane's cn:dit, for he knew 
Hoffa and admin:d much. but not all of 
wh.it Hoffa did. As Sloane SCIS forth in 
the prcfact.~ he decided to write his 
tiarvan:I Business School do<.10ral disser-
1:nion in 1962 on Hoffa. 

"With the brashness of youth," 
Sloane wrote, "(I) asked him if I could 
follow him around the country. For the 
next several months I was basically a 
full-ti.rm: I loffa watcher and the written 
product of this experience got me my 
doctor.tie the following year. 

Thrc:e year.; ago, students, ac,·ording 
to Sloane, motivmcd him to expand his 
thesis on over-the-road lx1rgaiJ1ing into 
a full-length biogr.1phy. The result is a 
tight focus on Hoffa the uut. but 
devoted husband ;rnd father. the 
charismatic, workaholic teamster boss, 
the defouu defendant, but only skimpy 
cxplorJtion - heyond ffoffa's belief.~ -
of why Kennedy went after him, or 
why Frank Fitzsimmons. Hoffa's 

designated can:li1ker of the union, so 
oppos<.1:I his attempt to n:turn to power. 

Sloane limited his n:scan:h to "most 
of the kc:y people in the ·1eamster 
leader's lifr still around," Senate 
commitiee and court records, other 
hooks about Hoffa and newspaper 
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n:ports that appeared on Hoffa bt.·twt't'll 
1952 and 197'l. 

A definitive biography would haw 
required le.ngthy interviews with 
govcrmm.::nt officials. 'Jbunster.; :md 
other.; who opposed Hoffa and an effort 
10 e~mine unpublished n:cor<.ls. Thus. 
such :m accou111 remains to be ,,.,rittcn. 

Hoffa never admiued t11at he did 
:1nything wrong. lie claimed to be the 
victim of a vendetta-driven "foul 
conspir.Ky" to jail a labor lc-ader. 

When convict.eel of jury t:unpering in 
Chatt.mooga. Hoffa said 1he tri;ll jury 
"<lid not return a ven.lict against Jimmy 
Hoffa, private citizen; it returned a 
ven.lict against Jimmy Hoffa, presiclrnt 
of the 'li:amstcrs Union." 

For that and other calamities 1J1at 
befell Hoffa - :md for his triumphs -
Sloane provides I he fa('tS. but no 
judgments of his own. And his n:port
ing suffers fmm a repeated failure to 
idc111ify sources he quotes or say 
whether they asked for anonymity. 

Even so, readers who arc unfamiliar 
with Hoffa will get a wt'll-paccd. detail
ed account of his life and perhaps be 
motivated to delve- deeper into t.he 
complex drcumst:mces of his rise and 
fall. 

At the book's end, Sloane. finally 
disclosing what he thinks, concludes: 

''Despite his rcputmion. he was no 
more a study in black or white than 
anyone else: as with all of us, shades of 
gray ;1pply. l·lc w.ts stmngcr willed. 
moll: h:ud d1acging, more powerful and 
more notorious than most people. Bm 
he:: was, in his many stn:ngths and his 
many weaknesses. no less human." 

Edwin Gutbman, Nieman Fellow 
'51, is a professor<>/ journalism at the 
University of Southern California. He 
wa.~ Attorney (;eneff,I Robert F. 
Kennedy'.~ press secretmy ill tlJe Depart
ment of Justice during RFK'.~ campaign. 
for the U.S Senate in. 1964 and the em·~v 
mo11tb.~ of bis Senme te,m. □ 

Tales And Philosophy Of An Angler 
The Way of the Trout 

M.R. Montgomt:ry 
Alfred A. Knopf. 1991. S22 

by Patrick A. Yack 

Fir.-t, a conkssion: I'm not M.R Mont
gomery's kind of fisherman. 

'lb catch trout, I've usc<l worms. 
Rooster ·eails. spoons. lbpalas. cannc.:d 
corn, Velveeta cheese. salmon eggs and 
yes, ,:ven the hcloved dry fly. 

Not only have I used just :1bout 
anytbing that might work. I've actually 
eaten some of my catch. What's more, 
I've bought cookbooks that contain 
n:cipc.s l<)r grilling. haking and sauteing 
trout. 

Unlike Mr. Montgomery, who claims 
trout arc "bland and hony," I find troll! 
quite msty. especially as a breakfast dish 
with hashbrowns and scrambled q;gs. 

I'm sure Mr. Momgomcrr will con
sider my habits vulgar, ruthless. 
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unnecessary, pointless and tlaunting. hut 
I wanted them on the record. din:cl an<l 
up front. _ 

It would be ea.~y for :i. guy like me to 
wade into say. two p:1ges. of a book 
such as The Way of the 'Ii-out and wade 
out. 

I mean one of the cover's suhtitles, 
which foreshadows somc of the tone of 
"The Way's" i.nside pages. is too much: 
Principles of Fly-Fishing Drawn from 
Per.-onal Experience, Historical Sources, 
:md the Advice of Companions. Guides 
and S1r.1ngers Jo which cu-e added Anec
dotes of Angling in North America (arc 
you still with me?) and (irc:11 Britain 
including the Author's Return to the: 
Bitterroot and Blackfoot Rivers of Mon
tana. (hang on, we're almost finished) 
and Expeditions to Nt·w Rivers Creaied 
br the Construction of Water Reservoirs 
,tnd to Old Stn:ami- N<.-wly Discovered.. 

Whew• 
But you know what tht·y say ahout 

book covers. 

"The Way .. is not just for the tweed 
and chino set. This is an exceptional 
book and anyone who loves fishing will 
find Mr. Montgomery's recollections 
and observations a joy to read. 

!'or those who think fish were meant 
for catching !ct the record be dear: The 
fish was not cn:ated by The Great Maker 
to he caught. It was created to he 
en<llessly wrinen about hy self-indulgent 
authors equipped with the du11est of 
recoUc-oions abou1 their fir.,t fishing trip 
with dad. their fir..t catch, their first rod, 
1.heir first plunge into the lake weari.ng 
chest waders. You gel the picture. 

Wh.at distinguishes Mr. Montgomery 
are the depth and r.mge of his observa
tions and his skillful pen. 

Sure, he can't help replay many of his 
"firsts'' (how do these guys n:member 
every turn in the bend since they were 
five, anyway?). No good fishennan-1um
writer can because much of what the 
love ,lffair with fishing is about is the 
indcli.blc relationships formed and 
nurtun:<l while in the proct-ss of sc-,u,:b
ing for the right, fruitful spot of the 
stream. 

Mr. Montgomery's sojourns with his 
Uncle Gordon and his Aunt Ruby in 
Montana are warm and tender 
revelations. 

'Tm not sure I can c.xplain just how 
imponant. how manly a boy can feel 
when. clad in hip boots. a creel strap
ped over his shoulder and bouncing on 
his hip. carrying a genuine fly rod, he 
walks down to the river behind his 
uncle," he writes. reflecting on one of 
his boyhood trips out ""'c.-st. 

"I have crossed a 101 of thresholds. 
but I don't r<·call taking bigger steps." 

In addition to being a good story 
teller, Mr. Montgomery's also a good 
reporter and writer. 

With grJCe and authority, he can rel:1y 
some of the more technical aspects of 
the sport. Throughout "The Way," Mr. 
Montgomery passes along worthy 
insights about everything from castin~ 
10 n:;iding the proverbial 1mut stream. 
from the difference between the r.iin
bow and Clllthroat co how and why 
your kid's goldfish is a stronger fish than 
the ol' fighting trout. 

He's nm afr:tid. either, tO debunk 



some of fly fishing's most cherished 
myths: Fly fishermen ocver fall in the 
""•m:r or snap a line or snag :1 fly in the 
hushes behind them. tla! And get this: 
it doesn't cake that much patience, 
according to Mr. Montgomery. to tie 
your own flies! 

He has a special, thougtu-provoking 
message for those of us wbo like to 
keep some of thdr fish: " ... As Jong as 
people think trout arc born to die in a 
creel. as long as beer commercials end 
in a frying-pan fade-to-black. it will be 
a long struggle to return fishing tO that 
wildness which really is the preserva
tion of the world." 

Although he claims he's not a good 
teacher, he passes along some worthy 
tips. When you are on a guided float 
trip, ask your guide to stop am.I allow 
you to wade a hit. It's a simple thing, 
hut a nice twist to the hook. And if you 
ask the local tackle ope.r.uor for the 
latest fishing rcpon, ha"i: the decency to 
actually buy something. 

Mr. Montgomery may be at his best 
when writing ahout the humorous 
nature of trout fishing. Am.I fishing can 
hring out the oddness of man and 
woman. 

I've often wondered whm :1 Martian 
might think. for example. if it hovered 
off the Oregon co:1st during a salmon 
season. Wh:u it would see ,ire scores of 
hoats. with O'lds pointing skywanl, 
bouncing up and down. zig-zagging to 
;md fro. 

It would see men and women eating 
sandwiches and Llrinking coffee or be-er 
who paused only to regurgitate or 
urinate over the side of their hoat or to 
pull :1 big fish out of the water. It would 
hear through the crJcklc of the boats' 
r.idios how Joe had just hooked a big 
one or how Sally had just gotten the 
skunk off her hoat or what had happcn
nl to Bill just minutes ago owr by a 
certain buoy. 

Mr. Montgomery passes ;dong h.is 
own witty version of ffi)' Martian 
observation. 

"It c:tn be :1musing, if you are easily 
humored to watch a section of river 
where both wacJing :tnd floatins anglers 
:m: working,'' he says. 

"If the river is large an<.I fairly t."Ven. 
flowing str.1igh1 along without much 
bend or change in depth, or interesting 
rocks and eddies, the float-fishermen 
will all he looking at the river edge. 

Friendly Talks With Professors 
Q and A 
Conversations With 
Harvard Scholars 

l't'ter Costa 
HarYard Univer.!ity Office of News ;toll 
Puhlic Affair... Cambridge, MA S U'l.95. 1991 

These 3"i interviews. Derck Bok. the 
just-retired Harvard president. says 

in the foreward, demoost.rate the rJnge 
of interests of HarvanJ scholars and the 
depth of their inquiries. Range of 
interest, yes, fmm the first. Robert 
Colt-s's discussion of chUdrens· con
cepts of God, through Persi Diacoois's 
discoveries of card shuffling, tO tbe end, 
Seamus Heancy's reading of an untitled 

allegorical poem. But depth? Not quite. 
The problem with the interviews, 

which Orst appeal'ed in the official 
Harvard G:11..ctte. is that the questioning 
is so gentle. Peter Costa, Director of the 
Office of News and Public Affairs at 
l-larvard University, thro,w one soft ball 
after another :11 his learned suhjects. 
Such as asking Nobel Pri2e-winner 
Dudlt-y Hc::r.;chhach, "When did you fall 
in love with d1emistry?" Or asking 
acting dean Henry Roso,·sky, "Why 
does higher nlucation cost so much?" 
Seldom 11re they asked h;1rd questions 
or prcsse<.I with any energy to defend 
their concept~. 

Ncvcnhdcss, Costa accomplishes 
with his friendly qut'.stion.~ what an 
onlinary journalist would fail to do. Ry 

rnsting right up to the gr.1~:.. houndng 
Ilic!> off the bank. 

·'The wading fishermen will bt' in up 
to their waists. throwing flies out to. or 
past, the course taken hy the drifting 
boats.'' 

Mr. Montgomery can hordcr on over
doing it at times. hut he is accurJte to 
focus on the true heauty of trout fishing. 

!lass fishing is rock and roll: power
ful, punchy. 'Irout fishing with flies is 
chamber music: Poetic. Rhythmic. Dass 
fishing is ahout casting and rcding. 
Trout fishing with flies is about laying 
down a fly, watching and waiting. 

Mr. Montgonery has it right when he 
says, "lb he successful, fly-fishers. must 
Jl\,e i.n a floating world away from the 
routine duties and schedules of life. 

• 'They adjust to the flow of the v.i:iter, 

the w-.i.y of the trout. They are wholly 
preoccupied with finding a fish that 
will. for a few minutes, join them in the 
d:mce. It is a ballet between partners -
angler and fish - and set to the pace 
of the fly above :md the trout below." 

Yack is a native uf ,;lrkcmsas and tlJe 
managing editor of The Rt>gister-Guard 
ill Eugene, Oregon. □ 

ktting the scholars set their own 
agenda, he gives them the opportunity 
to h.:ad us illlO arc;l.S that would not be 
rcwaled in an ordinary interview. The 
scholar knows that his st:1tements will 
not be filtered through a critical word 
processor and st.rives 10 make points 
that he - not the journalist - views as 
important. As a result the reader often 
ft-els he is sitting in :1 living mom listen
ing quietly 10 a hrilli:mt mind rJnge ovt-r 
a favored suhject. 

It's a pleasant and rewarding book to 
browse hcforc going to bed. 0 
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NIEMAN NOTES 
,IACK l'OISIE sends a kiter r.·minlscing :ilxmt 

Homer llig:m, 
Jk was lhl' lungc~1-ser\1ing cupy hoy 

e\·i·r 10 put in tinu: on The N<:w York 
lkr:tld Trihune. His ediwrs were: slow to 
lcun that bd1ind his in1cnst· stuttering 
was .t stuhhoro takm, 

As a Stars and Stripes r,·,wrtt'.f I 
rcnu:mbt.·r taking Borner (Hit in Sidly on 
his fim look at ground combat. Until 
then ht: h.td bccn ha:r-ed in l.ondon, one 
or tho: first correspondents 10 fl)' bomb
ing missions. 

I took him to the Third Division IIQ 
where he was briefrd. then to rcg.imcnt. 
then tu batuHon. "Thou'!! abo,it it. Mr. 
Uigart," I said, "We c:m go up to an 01• 
and you can see some fighting." illll oh 
no, (he newcomer insisted on going for
ward to a company. Then he lll3<k :them
over dash 10 a pl:uoon outpost. Where 
ht;~ and hi,s reluctant guit.lt: took :t bout o( 
Gcrm;1n mortar fir~. This gur isn't ~oin~ 
10 last tong, I tkddcd. 

tlis cabkd report to 1hc tlcr.ild•Trih 
that day skipped an)' p,:rson~li7.3tion. But 
tht.: home- front rc::ukrs g;aincd ;1 gt.•u<l 
idc:1 of what comh:11 is all aho111. 

Tht· "'SI is kgion. When The lie.aid 
Tribune folded, 'rh..- NCcw York Timt·s 
grabbed him. 

h tonk me some: 1im1.· ht.·for<· I r<.·alizcd 
Homer also had ,u;1ing 1:1kn1. When the 
press-<.::unp was ;1hout to move,. nomer 
alw:irs seemed ht.·w1hJere<l. 1 e)r other 
colle:igues always fouml ourseln:., doiog 
his packing. rolling up his skcping b:1g. 
While Homer pecked out :mother 
dispatch! 

It w:J.s the samt· mnhling Uigart in 
Kort--'-'· Our p.tth~ dit..l not t·ross thc:rc:. Hut 
1hcy did ag:1in in the early days in Vic•t
n:tm. What a remarkable man. Ahhough 
rht·y will he Nkman dlatlon:,. pc:rhaps 
)'our id, .. .\ of rccogojz.ing jnurnalistk 
cx,dlt,nt·c could he called Bigart Awards. 

-19~7-

\l 111.l.lAM WORTIIY ,cm a po.stc:trd Jul)' lZ 
rro111 th<: Kos:ir 110,el in Tchr:u, .,,ring, 

!lack here for the fourth trip \ 19110. 
l9!H, 1911:\)since th,· rcv,,lution- with 
all the many ranglhk a, well :1> 

:umospheric changes in the afrerm:n h of 
two wars. 

Quite a different ~Ian from what I 
n·portcd in tht: Autunu\ 'R~ ~i.en\an 
R,·porrs. 

I-lope to proc<·<.·d co ~yri~t :anti hcyom.i 
hcfore t<:lurnlng for•• ~eeonc.l ac;u.h:snit 
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year a, a ,·mung pror in llow:ird ("s 
!\{'hool of Communkations. •• 

-1962-

JA~IES V. MATHIS, prt-sidc:111-publislll'r <>fThc 
Edinburg ('l'X) l):1ily Review for 26 years. dkd 
of C:ltlCcr ,lune 28 :11 rhe age or c,7, 

M:ithis wa~ the W3shington bureau ehkf or 
the Houston Post from 1957 to 1961 and later 
scrv<.·d as w·ashi.ngron an<l '«1hitt· Hous<.: (.'.Or• 

rc,poridem frlr the· Newhouse newsp:iper grnu1,. 
In !)>.65 he bought The Daily Rcv1c·w and l'he 
Ri<i (;r:mde 1-lcr:tld, lie retired in 19H9. 

lnJul)1
• Hrigh,tm Young Uni, 1ersity :lnmmnccd 

the ~ppoinrnwnt or JOHN JICG!-IES as a pr<>• 
ft·ssor in the Dcp!lrtment of Commonications, 
where· h<0 will tt·ach classes in advanced rcpor• 
ting as well :cs graduou.c courses. Hught:.s :tlso h2,S 
been :oppointc·d Dtr..-ctor of the Depamncm·• 
lntcrnatiooaJ Medi:, Studies Program. Accord
ing 10 ovu·s new, rl'l.-ast·. rhc new "lnterna• 
1ional Media Studic• rrogram will conduct 
s1udks of radio. tdcvi~ion. news,,aper~ ~tnd 
nmgmdnl'S throughmn the-worlll . . , h will it\· 

vht.· lourn:1lins and broadcastt~r!'. from ahrc>:td to 
, isi1 !WU and wUI play hosr w distinguished 
vbiting professors while prcp:uing stucknts for 
l'-arct·.r~ in in_fcro:uion:11 Ct>tnmunk-utlon~. •• 

Uugtles, a PuJitzcr Prize winm.·r in 196i tor 
his r<.'p<►rling on politic.-1 uphea\·al in ln<lon<:si:-l~ 
writes a week!)' column for The Christian 
Science Monitor. whieh is di:nribut<:d through 
the l.os Angeles Times Syndkatc to 160 
nc·wsp:ipers. Ile chairs l'rcsidem Bush's Task 
Foret· <H\ ll.S. Go\'t..:rnn1ent lnt('tnario1ul 
8rc1;1dca,tin~. 

-1964-

\'fAYNE P. Klil.1.1:Y, JR .. was named 
Supcrinrcmknt or no._:~m1cnts or the Govern
ment J>rintin~ Office nn A1,ril 15, Kelley is 1hc 
181h Superintendent of Oocumcnts, a position 
aeawd by Congress i11 1895. lie will he rt·spon
l'libk ft>r an opcra,iun that di!>trihutt·~ millions 
,,r l'cderal publk,ulun, 10 more than 1.390 
dc:pository librarit:"s in the O.S,. supplies 
documents through th<' lnternationa.l Exchange 
Pro~nm of t_hc Uhrary of Congr<:ss. and 
ovt.·rsc.·t·~ l.~ bookstore:,-nationwide an<.I a 
pohli("3tions mail order progr.un 1hat pron:SSl'S 

over 5 .500 orders d:1ily. 
Kelley wa~ Jh1h1isht:r and cxe::cuti,,e vkc pn:~i

dem urO:mgr.~•si1>nal t.2uartcrly from 1980 until 
1•)90, Ht.~ :dso M.'rvcd a~ t.~xccutivc editor. m~ln=tg 
ing editor :u1d associate editor during his more 

than 20 rears with the public>1ion. His-ac,om
p1i,hnten1s :u Congrcssio11al Quarierly include 
th(· fl'l'irnliz:uion of two reference periodicals 
th:u r:iist.·d n.·vcout.·s 230 J)ercent in 10 ,·cars. 

Prior 10 joi11ing Conjlrcssion:tl Quarterly, 
Kelley. a grndu:ue of Vanderbilt lJnh·crsity, ser,·• 
t<d as the '«'ashington com:spondcnt for The 
Atl:1111> Journ:il from 1965 to 1969 and as eitv 
ediror ror The Augusta Chronicle from 1960 to 
1965. He earned ,evcral Associated Prt·ss and 
Sigma Delta Chi awards for his work with 1hc 
t.i·t·-.rgi:1 publicuions. 

Kelley hc•dlined tht, news rdeasc on his ap
l>Ointmems which w:1s received at the Nieman 
offict· via Morton Mintz, "Jobless Nieman Finds 
Work," 

-1967-

RICHARD fl, STEWART ha, taken rhe monci 
and run inio retirement. Dick was one of thr<< 
Bo:,ton Globe nt:ws cxet:utives whc, accepted a 
huy,,111 offer for l'=lrli· rctiremem. Oser the rears 
he: had been a reporter in W:1shington, a mvinl( 
New Englund rep()rler. National Editor and 
c:vcntuallr Puhlk Relation:, Coordi.na1or. Ht: w:.as 
press se<.'rt:tary to Edmund Muskie during that 
Sc·n:l!or's ill,fatt·d run for 1hc· Oc·mocra11c 
Pr<:sidcnlial 11<.nnimuion. 

Al a retircmt,nt party July 19, Diel< was ribhed 
m1mercifolly, but at the end of his $peech he 
brought tears to I he eres of scores of wdl
wishcrs with a story of a trip to the Soviet Union 
~ =-wrrespond~m duriJlS Ihc.-<.:old War. VisitiO(I; 
a church. he wa, kissed hy an old man, who 
wished him peace. That, Okk conclutkd. was 
what he wished c,·cryunc. 

In an ankle in a mock Page: One or the Globe, 
Di<:k'-!\ rcpot.ation as a ponr-.iyor of V"J.rious 
ch~racters. from ,t M.ain<" philosophC'.r stupify
in~ c:it y folks to an RA 1: S(1uatlron Commander 
b~rking orders 10 Spir fire pilots, was recalled. 
The ;arrkk went on: 

"When Editor Tom WinshiJ>decidcd that he'd 
had enough of St<:war1 and his silly •cc~:nc. he 
did wh:lt many Globt· editors h:•vc donl" over 
1hc }''ca.rs with problem people: - he t.:ncour:Jtt· 
ed him to appli• for a Nieman l'ellowship. , . 

"Uowcvcr. the Nieman l'Xpc.•riencc: onl)' 
m:rgnified his :1ffcc1ations ... 

In retirement Oick is thinking of huildi.og on 
his ch:iractt·r roles :.and his singing to "'o into 
;1cting. 

Wil.l,IA:\i F. won, ediwr or Th..-~1 Louis 
1'<,.t·l>ispatch, sen•c:d :1,one or the 19'>1 l'ulitzcr 
Prizt> nominating iurors 



11. llRA;'ljDT A YER~. editor ~nd puhli~her uf 
thl' Anniston (Ala) Star. ~pent tw•> •••t·t·ks in 1hc 
Sm·k1 ! 'nion and Easll'rn Europt: M~~-10-H. In 
Pnitue he fo11nd symhols of t·hani,:e: 

Ont: nif_lll a .student ~aintcd a Sm·ic1 
war-memorial tank 3 I rul)' ~lmckinA 
shad(· of Pcpto·Ui~mol pink anti dr;ipt;d 
ml ii a sign. ···rrnjan 1-lor;.c. •• When th1· 
1:mk was repaiml'd ohn· drah. 20 
lkpu1ie~ of l'arli;im,;nt r,ai111ed ii pink 
again in hroad daylight. 

Then there wa5 1hc r,lump, bah.linit 
pianis1 wh0 t·nt,;rtained during a final 
<linncr in Pr~ut: with inYil!;d ~uesls. One 
of the gunrs w3s Vol!ed1 llul'bcr, o.:ditor 
of Svobodne Slm·o {frt·e \l'md) which 
had been the !irs1 to gi~·e a frnnt-pagt· 
endorsement uf 1he demonstrations 
which brought t1,,wn tho= Communist 
R°''~·mmi:nt. When the pianist playc<.1. 
'·As Time Goes By." Hucher said. "I 
km,w th.lt man. lk us.-d 1<1 1-H.· the ikpu• 
1r <:hid of 1he K(;ll in Czed1mlovakia .. 

from 1.cningnd A}'l'r, filnl 1he folh>wini,: 
impressions, 

When ~•i1it.1•ns hcH· ,·ote<l rn ~<:ruh th<' 
nanu- 11f th,; founder of thl' Comm11n1st 
Panr rrom 1hc face of the dty where \'.I. 
l.t:nin went tn ,<;hool. they abo rab,cd;,. 
(IU~s<tion about the soul of a na1ion: Wht:n 
a rdigion hei,:in~ l<> di,;. the civil religion 
of Crnnmunlsm, what thocn will ft:c<.I 
Ru,sia 's soul ant.I nunure the pritlc ,,fit, 
people? 

Th<: r,;,;ommendation of ,·otn~ here to 
return to the v.·e~1ernilnl name. St. 
l'ctersbu~. coupkd with the decwral 
triumph of Uorb Yeltsin m·cr 1'11: 
Cummuni~l l';,.1't}' rnndit!ak. surl'iy 
means the ol<.I faith is losini,: its ~ri~. 

l.o=nin's face may 1-H.· fadin~ hut it ham·, 
t!isappean·<l a~ a week of imcn•i1•ws wilh 
~·<liton of hu!h official and unofficial 
newspapers anti oHi,;er, <)f joumah~m 
assoda1inns here and in Mo,cow dear!~· 
rtcveals. 

~'hat one fintls in the nlitod31 office 
where Lenin'5 name 3nd i,1u~e arc still 
honored and where Communist symhol• 
i,m i;. either ignored or de~pi~ed is 
intdkuual cumhat ot a \'ilalit}' that wa~ 
unimaiinahk whcn 1hi, rep<irter first 
,•i,iled the Soviet l '.nion in 197 5. 

In 1ho,e \Tars, tho; So,·ict l'nion 
,eemcd IO ~ joined b}' ri\•ct!' ,,f stcd 
idc;ologr. TIJ., catechism of 1he ol<.l-1ime 
rdiginn was drilled ,n10 dito at 11ni...-1:r 
shies, in the mc<lia and :it thi: only forums 
for th(· CHt:er-min<.led amhiti<)us, 
CommuniM l'any mn•tings. 

Disciples rai,ed on tht· old,tim,; 
rdigion may I ry m adapt but fi11<.1 chan~c 
~piri1uall)' hard 10 tak,:. F.1r instance. al 

lh(· I "nion nf Journalisb in :\io,o.:uw. the 
,.kpuly chairman hJd htTn ~[M."aking 
ahout 1h,: n,;w ~tatu~ of the profrs~ional 
a~sm:ia1ion - independcno.:c from any 
political pnty or a~ency of i,:ovc;mmem. 

Moments Luer an American publishl'r 
m>tcd a pkture ah,wi: 1hi: sll"".l.ker's head 
and asked. "Thm fellow in chl' cap there, 
ditln'1 ho.: 11scd ((1 oc Vladimir llyt'h 1.c-nini 

What's hl· <loin~ h(·re?'" Thl· <kputy 
<;h:i.irrnan ,1,lkncd noti<:o=ahk a11d replied 
<'Yenly. "l.l'nin is part of our hi~h•rr. a 
foundi1111, fatht'.r. :,,.jt> Ru~,ian woul<.1 make 
joking remarks ah"ul your C,eor"e 
V.'a,hin1-tm1.·· 

In a similar vein, tlw t·<litor 1•f the 
n·sri:c1 o;<l !(O\'crnmi:n I new,papi:r. 
l:l\T~1ia. t:i.:plaincd Lenin·, ima11,t' on the 
ma,thead. ··As the I "niled Stale~ ha, 
rnpcn for its Stars ant! Slript•s. so we 
,hould ha,·,; re,pccl for our S)·.nhols. 
Ahhouih we haw kept symhob on our 
front pa1-:c-, W(" frd frn· 10 

cri1ici'.lc . . we'r<' 11<,t .1frait! of 
;Ul)'lhing '' 

At the lnsii1uu: of Politology in 
Leningrad. a h11lking. whilt· mart.le Lenin 
~rect, a Yi,itor before he i, told ahout the 
in<.lepen<l.-nc:" of the j<rnrnalism ..:urri
n1l11m tht·r(". Asked ;,hou1 tht: app;1rcn1 
nmc radiction. a professor ,,f So\'ie1 
hi,tory ramhkd angrily. '"Onl1· h:,r• 
barian, ruin portraits. Ill' i, our llistorr 
~·c don·, thin~ dcrn11,;raq· m(·;ms ihe 
dc:uh of :O.farxi,m-Le11inism. Ther~ wo=re 
diffio.:ult timl's in the historr ,if ~·:iriou, 
rdi~ions ..... 

'fht·H· ;,re orhi:r a1·adcmi,; and t:ditorbl 
offices where the !(teal Cum11111niM ic:011 
i~ m11 W he fount!, whnc lxnin is 
dismissed as irrde,·a111 or bi11nly 
,lcnoun,·c<l. 

At the (op of (h<.C grand sla1rcaw kai!ini,: 
c,, the: 1)ffin· nf che imm,·n,dy p11pular 
newspaper. Argumi:mr 1' l'lc:q· (25 
milli<m dn:ulacionJ, a scartlin" icon wcets 
visitor, - a mu hi-colored plaster .-tatut' 
of a wom,m who~e fat:e i~ halt' dark hlue 
;,nd half whitt·, a sort of .\hdonna of 1ht· 
lfard Rock Caf,·. l.c:ni,l 1foe,-11·1 ,-kt:p here. 

The etlitor of Mosi;ow Kom,om<>kls. 
a new paper aimed at youni aduh~. 
whkh is gaining whil,; mo,, largt· p.1[M."rs 
J.re lo,.ini circul.11iun. ,c:owkd a1 thi, 
mcmion ()f Lenin, '"I mok <lown hi~ 
rklure a Jong (imt; :,go. Lenin wa, lhc 
criminal ,if the lTnturr, the murdo.:rn of 
a nation 

Most ironic 11f all. b the wort.I from the 
jrmrnalism facul1y at Ll'ninirad State 
l 'nh"o=r;.iq· - 1hc uni ,·en Hr from whkh 
journalist \',I. l.t·nin Kradu:ui:d in tht:dty 
1hat hears hi5 name. At tht: rn1ui:,1 of the 
studcn1s, \br,ci,m,Lc11ini,m i, no lonf:j."f 
taugh1 1ht:re. 

The rdks. 1hc icons. the hol}' 
sa,rnmc:nt, of the old-time Communis1 
faith ar<' <li~app,:aring. ono= hr one. What 
will fill the: empt)' pl.lee, wh~·rc: th~· 111•~j,!t' 
and tht· idea of l.t·nin once stooti' A,.ke<.I 
rhe ,.our~·e of RLJ~,ian pri<ll'. 1hc editor of 
Moscow Kom.-1,rnokt~ answered hru,
qucly, "ht;in14 Ru,sian." 

To he Ru,.,ian meam IM~•ing ~·,m,,; an 
... x,·rudMini;:ly hnd way ~ero,s the 
,teppc, of hi,1<ir),'. alone, is<)l:ue<l r~um 
the moro.: 1<>r1una1~· fH."<>r,k, of Eurupe and 
Amo=rii:~. The Ycry hurtlen of that hi~Wr}' 
i~ a hettcr .,nurn· of rrid,; 1han l.i:nin ·~ 
imag,n;,.ry ·• r-.:ew .'>0Yie1 ~an." It has 
,hapo=<.I a rcli~iun. the Russian Orthodox 
<:h11rch. to which man)' an• ro.:lllrning. 
;1n<l inspirl'ti man}' r)f the world's jl;rt:ate,t 
writns and i:omp<iser~. 

An artiht:ial rdigion i., dying in Rmsi;i 
l'nhaps wmorrow 1he ,.uul or ihe Ru!,sian 
people will hi: rdre,hed hy ~n <Jkkr. 
mort· :mthenllc rcli~ion ant.I th~;- <:~n cake 
reali~iit: pride from tht· p:iin thq ha,·{· 
hornc and 1h1· ~rcat ;in it 1,a~ produced. 

-l971-

(;Ef<KY C. I.Al'Ol.l.l'TTE came out of n:1irc
men1 briefly 10 writ<' a fo.::11 url' for 1 ht" 
lm.lianap,ili:< Star ;,nd a r(·vision for his ol<.I 
hometown new~p~pt:r, The C11rnin11, (KY.) 
l.0.::1 <ll·r The- ankle. ahmn I ht: dell h uf a fr ien<l 
on Jk;1nbrcak Rid~c in 1h" K()f('an War. drt·w 
mud1 fa~•nrahk re:ll'tion. llcrc is tht: auide; 
litlc(! "A nut her \l'~r. Another Ernie;'· 

lksert Storm ha, c<>mt· :md ._,,,w and 
so t1a,·c 1he pandes. hur nm tht: mem<>ry 
of t)tlwr war~ 

The fir,1 wu in my life: was Wurl<l 
Wu II. 

.'><1m(· pt·opk (·;,lkd i1 Ernk'~ War. 
That', hn·ause l'rnie Pyk w;-, the bl'st 
o.:orr.-spon<lcnt in that tcrrihk ('nnflkt. lk 
wrote S!ories ahoul che men whn won 
that war, hcst summed 1111 by 1hc titk .,f 
one of hi~ book~ "llr,I\T ,\kn:· 

Fur me, wh.:11 I w:i, old enough IO Jl;O. 
tht·r,; was another war ant! :lnothcr l'rnie. 

11 wa~ Korea an<.I his name w~s Ernic 
:-litscht:. 

lk was in my d:1,s in l1i!lh ,._·houl. 
Corning fro:t: At·aJemy. ~md he wa~ rn1t· 
or 1wo ml·n in lht: ,;la" of 1950 who 
Wl)U\d Jk in th:u far JW:J}' land no one 
knew much about. 

Wt: found out (Jll•~·kl}· on a \umlay in 
Juno=. the l'\1h. when ;\jonh Korea 
in\·a<led ~oulh Korl·a. II wa, also ~r2<.lua
t ion da1·. It was abo my parcm ·,. 2.~rtl 
w•eddinp. anni\'ersary. 

F.rnk wa., of mo=<.lium hd)lhl. w'i!h 
blond hair t:ombeti cardully ~s ho(, or 
men·, hair wa~ in iho~i, day~. lk wa, 
(JLlit:t. with an o>(t·:1.sion:11 wide ,mik that 
J.:.1"0: 1hi; impression he lllii,:ht I"" up to 
something. lie walkl'd with a kin<l ,,f 
h(1uncing step. 

Ernie wa~n·t :1II 1hi1 fire<.I up ahmn 
~t:hool. hut th,;n frw ofus were. :I.to" of 
"II, he like<.I w i<> fishinp. in the little 
str<:am~ ar<>1md < :o,ning, our homefow,1 
in wc,1ctn l',"cw York Sl.l!l'. 

In 1h<' ~·carbook, the quore aftl-r Erni,;\ 
name, pi<:1unc and ~t:hool at:ti,·itie~ was 
"pm ,iui,:ht tu ~cc lhc trn11t ·• 

As I r,;,;all, hi, Da<.I, like mine. worke<.I 
in tht: Corninp; <ilasi; Work~. 

Ernie li~•e<l a n1uplc or hlo~ks ,mnh 
and wc,1 of our h(JuSC. farthl'r up the hill 
than we <lid, at lhe nl~c of a \';<lier that 
kd rn hiJlh<:r 1tr1rnnd. Iii~ lrnmt: wam't 
too far from the small Mn:~m 1ha1 h:1<l 
hdpe<.I form the vallq. 

Above his hou,e was the P11w1kr 
11011,1; Ro~d whi;rc woe ,omc1ime~ w:dketl 
at'ti:r;.t:hool. Or. <mother afternoon.,. wt· 
shot ba.,kl·t, at a rim on 111<.C front of hi, 
11,.1.raie. 

S,;hool alwa,·s s1arte<.I riJlhl after Labor 
Day. exccpc in 19-H wh.-11 a pi>li,, 
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epi1kmil: kcp, ;111childrc,14uar;1n1inL-<l 011 

1hcir own hlock into October. 
Ju~( a~ prnlkt~bh: a~ ,chrn,I ~taning 

was th(· junior and ~l•nior high ,<:hools 
11cttll\fl off 1ha1 Frid;1}· hccau,c of 1hc 
cou,urv fair in Oath, I\. Y, about I"' miles 
n.nrth,.,;·c,t of Cornin1,:. 

,'>lot many ki<l, w~·nt. Bm it wa~ an 
t;'.'.,u,e 10 mayhc walk arirnn<l Spt·n,Tr 
I !ill or at kast up in the wo<i<l,;, thl· trees 
shr,wing th,.. first hints of foll. 

J <lidn "t i,.ra<luitc wi1h Ernie bccau,e I 
w~·nt awa\· 111 sctuml. to gl·t n·ady for 
collq:c- r;nk was pmtubly goini,t w go 
rn wurk in one of thc fa.:torics as 01hcr 
mcmhcr~ of his famil~· Jud t!onc hdor<C 
him. 

Thcn. alonJ!: came KorcJ. 
Our high schuol class, like th<i~c all 

an<•ss i\rnni,..a. and W,c lht: 'tl-'i:st Point 
ci~~s of 19~0. wa, ~wcp1 llp in the tir,t 
I 'nircd Nariom ac1ion on 1ha1 ~calc. 

I rcccivcd a draft <ldcrml'llt because nr 
m}' edm·ation. So, J didn·t scrve my coun
try until 19~ ~. muil ,1t'tcr I i;:ra<luatc<l 
frnm ~·ollcge. until afHT thl· Kon-an 'tl'ar 
was m·cr, un11l loni1 aftt:-r Ernie wa~ dead. 

\l:'c w.-rcn't 111,·h,·,1 offrkn<ls, hut we 
wcn, friend,_ 

As the rears ha\·e 1,:on,.. hy. I h;i,·<: 
rhought more :i.nd more ahou1 Ernie:. 
About whl! J have: done: with ffi}' lik th;n 
Ernie co11ldn"1 i.hl with hi, - marriage IO 

:i womkrful wrnna,1. three tine <lauthtc:r,; 
and now a gr;md<l:i.1111:htc:r. a joh th~t I 
like<l. 

I h:n·c: thnuii;ht ah<>UI 1hc othtr lhinKS 
1ha1 l'rnic onh· hridh· had a ch;mc<: to 
~·njc>y. much 1~~-app~n•iat,.. - rh<: ta~a· 
of homc-cookin11. the ~mdl ofblo,~om~ 
in ,;prinK, tlw ,ounrJ of t•hildren laughing, 
thc: ~•)!hi ol' lca,T~ drn,1iin)( colur in 
aurnmn, iht· quiet nf a sm1wb(,u11!J win(<;r 
ni~hr. 

I have 1huu~1 about the chanct" I had, 
th:H Emil' didn't, and tht: chancc: I had, 
l)CCJu:1-<: of Ernie. I ha,•e 1h1>ui,:ht ~hutH 
tin- d1an(''-S ""'- :i.11 have h:i.d, 1ha1 :i.11 the 
Ernie, didn • 1. m<l I he chances we all ha n· 
h;1d. hn:ame of all 1hc Ern,cs. 

It make~ you hope: th~t ¼·ha1 }'OLI did 
with nrnr life wa~ w1,rth}' ,,f th1·m. 

I ~as a ne•,np:,pc:r report<Cr for :,0 
vear.;, first on the ( )IJ lndianapoli~ Timc, 
~vhich fol<lc:c..l, 1hc:n on The ln<lianap1ili, 
Kew,. I nwt•red p<)li!ics ~n,J gm·1·rnmc:n1 
an.c..l m:,.ny of 1hc: other areas a m:w~papcr 
~houl<l. y.•riling mirks that w1·re impor
tant for pcnplc IO read. 

11·~ a <lcht I !c:el I owed to Ernie and 
r lik,.. to think I m~d<: goo<l on it. 

Amon111hc lc11c:r, l.a~·o11c11c rc:ccivc<l wa, one 
from Emil''~ brn1her, Jnsl·ph. and one from I he 
parents of Ernie·~ hridi,. In a P.S .. Jo~eph ,l<l<led: 
"we fed our debt to l:rnie wa:; trulJ' paid."' 

hFo!Jctte has hi,,;n workinp, "nol loo llili
geml~· • • on a bcmk on newspaper humor. 

-1974-

A~ oJ A ui,tu;.1 l, pho1011,raphi,r STE\'F. 
i'!Olfl'lll'P hecanu- Assistant Managinp, E.Ji1t>r 
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for tiraphks for the :-.cw Mexican. a 22.(l(HJ
dr~-ul~cion <lailr in ~nt;,. Fl·. St1:v1; said th~1 sinc1· 
h., turned 50 and sur,•ived. ''rnther 1han J,tl·nini 
l mid-lifr nisis J !(O! a full-ti mt: joh. •• A, a ··dail}' 
journalism junkk. i1'~ nice bcinJ,t back."' 

S1ne an<l his wifr Lcl· an· abn i,ti•tting tlwir 
J.nnual fall cwp uf <l1hliis ri,a<ly for the s1:i.1e 
fair. So f;i.r, lht·v ha,·e a ··51J()c-h,,x full of 
ribhom ... and ,.,;.ill keep it until thcy h;,.,·e 
··cnough for a quill." 

Sten, just fini~h1.-<l ~ bnok nn Zuni, f\":i.,•ajo ;ind 
th,pi 5il"ersmiths and jewdcr, in pueblo~ ;!101111, 
the Rio (;nmt!c. Hc tool,; 22 hl:i.tk ~nd whit<: 
j)(lrtr.lilS (lf tht· n:ui\·., Amcriclll ani~I~. a S<CCOlld 
r,hoto~raphi:r 100k photop,raphs or tht· wi>rk, 
and llexter Urllo wrote 1hc t<CXL It is hcinp, puh
lishc<l hy Ahhp·Hlc Press ;ind will Ii<: <ml in th<: 
fall uf 199.2. 

-1977-

Ak"an!Jra l>cir-1\er, wik of :'l,icman Fdhiw 
Z\'I D, )R-NER, <ltetl of hr:i.in cm,:o:r on 'tl'nln,..s
dn, June 19, at Youvillc J!o..pital in Camhriu~"· 
MA. Alcnndra. -i.\. was a photographt·r anrJ 
wrlt,:-r. lier ohilllary in the llu,Hrnl Clohc 
<.k,aihc:d he( i11 this w;iy: ":\fs. Dor-J\:n's 
award-winning photoi,traphs ha,·c ht·<.·n cxhi
bi tc:<l in the Smi1 hsonian ln . .titlltion in 
\l'~shingwn an<l her ankle~ ~n<l piuufc:s were 
puhli,hc<l in b(,oks, p1·ri1,dkab and nnvsp.pers 
~rnm,tl che wnrld. Slw ~bo protltKt·d cduca-
1 ion:11 pro~rams ahmll d1ild d<:n·lopment .. 
.'II,. 1)1)r-Nt·r hl'l'd for t ~ }T:lr, itl lsracl. whcre 
.,lw i• ,int•<l ,l iri ,up ul 1lhoto~r.1pher; <lon.11ne1ll 
mv. dh:ippl'arlng ndghhorhood, in Jcrns:il(·m 
Sh<: was aw;1n.krJ fir,t prif.l' in 1he ·1,r.1cl 
Thrm,j,th the C:llllcrn·, Eye:· ~-ompe111ion in 
19~~- SIR· ab<i taught Engli~h an<l phmoi,:rnph\ 
in brncli hi~h sd11111l,_ .'11s. Dor•:'•kr tran:kd 
extemh·d~· on pholllgraphic a,signmcm,_ l'.ar!y 
in thdr ll•}·car nurria"c she anrJ hn husband 
circumnavigated the i1t)I~ 1111 J frcigh1cr, pro
,;hidng .4 dncument~ry film <m the \'O!'agc:." 

Aln:andra i~ sun·i\•cd by z,·i an<l 1wo 
dau"htns, Tam~r and Daphne. A gravc,i<lc 
~i,rvi~•c wa, hdd 111 Moun I Auburn ('.c:m1;t,..r1· in 
C~mhridge. 

-1981-

< d:RA LIJ llo't' IJ h;t~ hn·n making ch.1ni,:c:~ 
,i1K'e he hc:C,llllc .'lktropolitan Editor of Tht· 
'kw York Tinn-, in Jaml,U)', s,,me of thc:111: 

• lnYiEinis rt"ponn~ 10 ;1 wn•kly 
entcrprbc: mt·e1i,1i,: - ,I pre,·iew ol' hig-,tor}' 
1;0,·~-rag<: ;ind ~nythin" dw ,myom· wam~ 
to talk about. 

• A late m11rni11g mem, mcctin11, to ict l hcnc:r 
i<li,a of 1hc ,1oric, pl:mncd for the next day's 
paper. 

• l.c:ui,1~ c:xpcric:ncc<l rcportcr; dirl-..:t ~pccific 
projec1~ t>r pa,rin,-: 1hcm wi1h newt:r 
r1:poners. 

\l:'ri1in11, about thc:s,; 1;h;mgcs in Tirm·, ·ralk, 
1h(· m·wspapcr's hou,c organ. reporter Jami,, 
Uarron sap ot' Iloyd: 

• 'H(· ralks ab(Jut making metro reporter-driven 
and about wanting mciro rcpnners to feel that 

1hq play a signiricant an<l meaningful r<•k . -
U'hal he ,ns he: wamc<l for lhl' mt·tro desk wa~ 
a ~Y,tc:m i~ which dcd,iom could be mad" in 
a ,.'.ku ,i.nd lo~i.:al mannn. This rdku, his 
belief in setting <:karl}· ar1icula1ed goal,; • • 

Darron pokt.-<l a link fun al hi~ boss, 
··He talb ahout trying 10 r;iisi, our k•·d ,,t 

pl,I}'. Apparc:mlr 1his i, not the, ~arne a, r;ii,in11 
our h:vcl of pay.·· 

Dt\:-111:L ~I\Ml'l!R has hcen namc:tl ~o.:ie1r 
cdi1or of 1hi, lli,pan,c newsmagaline <:amhio 
I(,_ Camhio', ,ocic1y edit<>r isn'r limitcd rn 
,.n•Jdings :md tc:a,_ ~:imper will coyc,r !l)pics 
ran11il1t fwm scicncl' to education to p;,opk. 

Sampcr and hb wifc, Pilar. ha,·c bel'n li\'ing 
:ind workini;c in Spain ~incc b(:inir, forn·d to k-;,.,·r; 
Culombia ri\•e )''-ars ~gii. Thq- hope 10 return 
to< :olvmhi:1 in a year or 1w,>. In the meantime. 
thc:y arc cnjo1•in!,l Spain and stron,-:ly ti,com
mend it for a "colorful \'acation." 

-1983-

.'llai,:11um 1lh<1tographcr Ell REED t·omcih1Uctl 
ti, an unu~11al July ~ op•t:d pag,; in The r-.;cw 
York Timn. Frc:<l Ritchin. author anti 
photography editor of Tht· Timn. sci the ~cenc, 
• 'To m:i.rk lht: Fourth of Jul)' Wcekc11<l. thl' op-ed 
p:1.i.c a~kc:<l ~nc:ral phmop,raphcrs lo ('omm,..nt 
on rhc su1c of 1hc n~tion hr sdi,e1in~ one of 
their rcn·m image, and '-Xplainin!l i1s 
rdn·anc,·.·· 

Estht·win" lhl· morc 1ypic1l July I photos t>f 
firework.,, cookou1s ;mtl rht: flag, rhc: 
plmtoi.raphc:(~ ~ubminc:d work about tile mks 
ol frmalc soldier~ in lh,.. P(nian <;,,If \l:'ar, 
<lom~~tic ,·iolencc: and AID~. Eli's plrnt()graph 
or ;1 weeping woman wa, 1aken at 1ht: funeral 
of Yusuf Hawkin~. who wa.~ killed in Bcnsnn
lrnrst, Queens, this year. Hb ,..aption, ''I h;id no1 
wan1cd to t:n(er lhi, church and wi111ess the 
cominuinp, s~ga of amllher drama of radal hia~. 
J felt angq-' an<l up,cl m·cr the <lc:ath of thi:, 
)'<>UnJ,t man. Yusur tfawkins, kilkd Ii}' ro11n~ 
whit1· malt:,, whom I ha<ln'1 knuwn hut v.'hom 
in M>mc wap I ha<l known too wdl . . 'fhb 
photograph ga,·,; m<: reason i:nough w enter 1hc 
chur~h. For one: hdd insrnm I saw a sc>cicty in 
thl· midst of sdf-oh,cn·atlon at an uncomfor
iablc timc:. I ,aw one facl' of grid n-pre~cnting 
us all. I frlt at th.1t mnmi,nt lh:1.1 lhc pc:01llc 
around me. inc\udinA 1lm~c in power. wen· 
rl',llizing that \\T will not _g(·t any h1:11er until 
wc rc:co~niLe how ,·cry ill we arc_·· 

-1984-

Thrcc :'llieman l'c:llow~ from Tht: Boston 
Glohc rccen1ly won awards frnm the National 
/\s,ociation of Black Journali~1., <lurin~ 1hc l'\ABJ 
con,·cn1ion in l(an,as Citv, Mo. 

According m the, Glob~ account, ··nndck 
Jackson (NF '8·1), who writi,~ a column on 
Thurstlap and S11m.lays, was awarded first place 
for commcmar~· in a ncwspapr;r with 2 dr~·ula-
1ion ovi,r 75,000. Kr;portcrs ndorn Kong and 
l:iken Mc:'llamara (NF '88) and photo1,raph1:r 
~khdc .',kr>onald (Nf '88) ti<'d for fir,1 place 



in the hard fra1urcs ca1<~i,>ry for newspapi,r~ 
with dn;ulatinns 1wcr 7':i,000. , . ·rh..- ~..-ri..-~ 
examined thi, his;h 1kath rate of babks born w 
poor womi,n - mo~t of whom an: hlack or 
llispanic - anli the death of health si:rvin:~ 
a,·ailahk to thosc women,·• 

-1988-

BOHBY IIITT and ht~ wife, Gwt:n. hne a new 
bO)', horn Ma~• - in Columbia. S,C. Rnhl'rl Paul. 
namnl aflcr his gr.i.ndfathcr,. wt:ii.hcd .., lhs l .\ 
oun,:c, at binh. The Hills abo ha,·~ a ll-)'ear
old ~(m, Luca,. 

Bohh1· rcn:mly rc!>i!(ncd a, m;tnJ.!(ill!I, ediu,r 
of The State, :1 paper he had hn·n wi1h for .W 
ye;,.,,_ ror now, Hobhy :me..! h,, fan,111· will !,tay 
in the Sotuh c,rolina .1n·a. 

'fhrcc das,c, or :-.:km:111 l'dlow~ were 
n,pn;!>t:Olt:d J.I Ille wt:tltli11g OIi ~111\clJ.,·, Allj,\ll,t 
18, <Jf Boston (;lnh(· phntn~r.iplwr '11( :tlHI•: 
~ICr>ONALr> am.I wrlter Acl:.111 ~d1w;1r1r. in 
Uan·:m.l. MA_ 

In a }':trd filh;d with ,ummc·r flow,·" :md 
under tht.' growin11, clouds of a 1humkr~1orm_ 
family ancJ kicnds !!athercd. Among th~m .. \hkt· 
("S5) and !1-1.t>nique Pride. Eileen ;\,k~arn;1r;1 ('HHI 
and Pctn ~fay, F.llic Rrccher (MM) :.nd ~13rt: 
Woolf,,in. n.ilt: Maharidl!,t: (88). Lindsay ~iillcr 
('88) and Pcc..-r Amhln, Stan Gfo~sfcld ("<,l2.), ~rn.l 
Lois Fiore from the Nieman oJ'fice, 

,Hc..-r rhe (·t:ri:mony and n:t:eption, guest!> 
w..-m indoor, for 1hi;, traditional .:unint nf the 
wec.lding .:ak~. On.:c ~afd~- inside, a ~torm 
hrokt:, and the c1:khra1ion cominued m the 
~ound5 of chundl·r, li"htnin,1: and pouring r:iin. 

About ~O minutn l,ner, a~ pcupk ,t.i.n~·li tu 
kavc, the rain .stopped and :i light fo11, ,e11kd 
in. Pcrfcc1 1imin11,. 

Mk"hck and A.dam !>[ll'nt thdr hon<:ymoon in 
St:otlantl. 

-1989-

ROD NORDI.ANI> f~'l<"s from l(om..-, whtrc 
ht: is Newsweek'~ huri:au d1id. the followini,< 
Prou~1ian account of hb courc.,hip and marriage, 

! mc1 Sht:ila Webh in nahrain a, a result ,>f the 
Iraqi in,·a~i<m of Kn wait. on ~ l l ~-dq,:re1: <·v<·n
ini,t just .tf1cr a Hash llousc Marrit:r, run, while 
.I wa.~ ~ining harc-tionomnl on a hlo-ck c>f ice ;md 
ddnk1n1s beer :is part or tht: Ma,h ·s compulsory 
dnwn~ ritual. We hail tund1 ,met•. dinnt•r twice. 
anti playt:tl ,quash three time, hdore ,he 
returned to l:cuador, where sh<· wa.s thrn ]i,•ing, 
After a coun,h,p that visited fi,,., countrk~ on 
four .:ontinl'nts, during th(' intl'r~tkcs of the 
(;ulf cnnnicl, wc werc marrit:d not lon,: :i.fa-r 
1hr: rcinv.ision of Kuwait. and only d;;p :11'11:r 
I re1t.1rncd from th:u eountr)', on :\larch 1~. 
1991. in Philaddphi-., and Ehcn l'mharkcd rnl :1 
honq•m11on rhat visitcd s,x counrrks ~ most 
of them a, far aw-.y t'rorn tht: :\liddk EJst ;1~ 

possi!ll(', i.(', lnd,,m•~ia, Thailand, Sin11:ap•>rc, 
Malaysia. etc.. inc.I in t:ach of which we pl:iyt:tl 
-.1 ll'ast ontc game of squash, followed ti"!-' an 
cxtt:nded visit lo lm4.i Kurd1sta11. whic'h had !lot 
hcen planm·d 1,1 t>t" pan of rhe hon,.-yrnoon. ;md 
where tht:re arc no ~quash courts, fullowcd 

dircctl)' (b)' one tlay) t,y a scconc..l m.trriage 
n·rcmon}' in Hrighrnn, I:nila,1d. Sheila', 
hometown. where there art: s4.uash courts, 
which hm,·cvt·r "-T W('!<' unallll- to use as I had 
picked up ,ccond-dqr;rec liums 10 the hantlx, ;md 
Shl•ila had dpentt·ry, Our ovcraH ,qua,h ,rnnc..1-
inll at th,, poinl ,, (in mat<:h(·s) 110 to 109, in 
Sheila's fa,·or, v;·,.'rl' very wcll-~ui11:d to ont: 
anoth(·r_ I likl· to dcslriht· her as a migrant fruit 
pid,t·r. hut ~h.- h-.s aho plancc..l wooc.l, mixed 
t·e111e111. crewed s:.iilhoat, and stomped 11,r.tpl'; 
fnr a li\•in,11, a, wdl a~ workh111, in diYcrsc plal-i:, 
;1, a l'ordi.n Lang11.1gc tca('hcr for chc Hriti,h 
Council. all of which has taken her to n(·arJy :1; 
man}' coururin as me, Shl' is now ~.,11,ni. ,;,, :, 
satellite 1d1:communicJ.tion, conc<:m. :ind we· 
make our sddorn-,•i,ilc<.l home i,1 Romi:. 

JOE TIILOLOE, mana~ing editor nf Tht• 
:,owetan, wa~ in :-.lcw York ,n June :1~ pan of 
what he called hi~ nt·wcM fellowship Joe 
ctpparcntly ,, tryin:K to emulate the cx.imple set 
hy ROSNAII ~IAJII). profn~ional fellow frnm 
M:11:iysb. 

Jo,··, d.i"m,un u~ed hi, pri:~ncc as th~ 
,·x,·11,e to st:1i,:c J. rt:union in r\cw \'ork. 
~IAll"l'II,\ nu-:,·1:-0 nf El N,lrt,• \\'l)n Lhc; wn•k
c·nd", loni.e,1 jouniq· ;1w:ird. (_EUL.IA AL\TAR 
tkm,msir;icnl hn t:1km, .1, ;1 ;1 pnxlun·r, arran~-
1ng a,·ti\'Hin from a S:11unl:1)' 1·i,it to Fllis lsbn,1 
I<) tlinni:r that ni"hl. :-.ORMA!',; RUIIINSON. Mr_ 
'.'lt:w Ockan,. ,11mnc·d C'\'{T)'otl<' wh(·n lw 
appt•arctl in a how tit· MI Kl: co;,.;:-..oR, v, h<> 
remains in hi, hold joh :i, tho: Sri:-3,·11!>,: Pml 
~1and:ircJ managin1s 1:d11or, and Harb Connor. 11te 
(la." donor, ,11rpri~d nu rnw "''ht·n !hey ;irri,·l·(I 
too late m vi,il Elli, bl~nd. 

<:Y:'ll·ru1A ·n-cKl'R, ,\tlanta Journal
Cons1it111ion ec.litorbJ column,,1. took time off 
from M:1r~(·it-l.ehn·r co ~~-hm<iozc with her 
cla~smatcs. RICK T!'I.SKY, ,till ,1f th<: 
l'hil;1dclphiJ Inquira, w;1s thl'rl', of cm1r~c. Kim 
TL1hk1· hrnugh11hc family crccllt hy ,how,ng up 
S:11urda1· c,Tnin11,, :1fct·r a full day of wmk, 
di:,pitc ha\·1ng to return to h,:r law firm for more 
wnrk Sum.Jay mmning. (Kim wa, in the early 
st3>(C!> of prcgn:.inq·.) 

Th,· ir• n,p found it <juik t:~~}-lo reunite with 
lhc !>anlc o\c.l warm fi;c;llni,is~ thc fdlm.,•s sp(·nt 
:1ll "'l't·ken<l drinkini wine. ca1in~ me.I 1dhni,: 
stodes about das~matc:, who faikd to show up, 
The grnup a,•oidt'd pita ,andwiches, crhudn1s 
a 1,:ood tim<; was h;1<l b,- all. 

:\t<H:1.ETSI .'JIIEKI rt:lllml·d to South Africa 
in Scptclllbt:r of 1990 from cxik in Z,mh~bwe. 
Shortly thcn·afln. h(· hcc~me I le:td of Commu
nicathms for the Con~rcs~ of South African 
Tradt· l'ni(lns ICOSATl"), th(' largest trade uninn 
ori.ani7:,uion in South Africa. Ht: is working to 
dcvl'lop a m.1,s mnlia program rn communicnc 
with affiliate!> on th-, countr")-' and ;,.!so os work 
in11, 10 fintl a war. vi-. radio and newspaper~ in 
p;irtkular and tdn·isicm wh..-nn·cr possibk, to 
r,·pnrc union mattl'r, and m .-x.-hange in forma
t ion with mcmbt:rs and the public. COSATI' 
hope, 1<, c~1abli~h its own r.idio Mation - a 

,•ri1 ical .-onn·m as this would he ac~·c,~ihk for 
a lary,c pcrcenl~!(t: of ii!, memher,~ :md th<: public 
~m! W•>11ld al,o sc,n-i: to promott: literacy. 

Modc1~i find, 1hl' po,ition \Try ('halkn1sin14 
antl rt·war<liog, llis spo11s1:. Mirlam l'at,ann. 
<·on11n111:, 111 proc.luci: 1devision doct1rnl'ntaric~ 
anti also is doing ~ome work with pmgrc:.,si\·-, 
1uv,;mi7.;i.lions ,n the cou111ry. A, a hoard nwmher 
of tht: lmcrnational ~kdia Won,(·n·, l'1:d1.:ration. 
sh(· ptans w tr:n-d rn Wa~hi1111,1<m for a mn•ting 
i,1 tktolll'r. Their d;iughrn. Kuda lla1cnc.li. is J. 
high sdmol si:nior. 

Tiu· lnt1:rn,uirn1al Advi,ory Board C<1mmi1tel' 
w l'rmet:CJourn:11i~ts indmks :i former :'llkman 
Fdlow ~nd two mo:mhcrs of th~ ~ieman Cla,~ 
of l\J\Jl-92. Th{:y arc I.IL' IJINYAN (:'Ill' "X<J), 
formn in\'oligati1•c r<:poni:r for China', 
l'eopk", D,1il}. now liv,ni in the West: ISAAC 
H,\:,ITI • I flil' '9l J. :1 Lihcri:in j<lurn:ilbt ind 1>rc,i-
1!t:m of the country', pr<·s~ 1mi1ln, :md MARIA 
JI MENA IH ·zA N. n1lumnisr :md former fordi,<n 
,:i.litnr of Colmnhi:1", El bpeccador. (jitohu 
lnun,·ara c·• •-winm:r nf th(' l ')91 Lo11h M_ I.yum 
Award for consdt·1K(" and ,m~gri1y in jour
nalhm i~ alM, on tl1l' h,);itd 

SI '!\IL SETl!I, :1 ~rndicaa·d (·nl11mnis1 in India, 
wrotc; :1 '"!\"cw· Dt'lh, l'osicard'" fur the 
!'l<·p1emh1:r 2 c<litil)n of The r-.cw R<:puhti(". Tht· 
artklt: disrn~~ctl 1h1: po,sihili1y ,>f the widow 
of Haji,• Gh:mdi 's rnnning for offkt:. The anklc 
~-mkd thb war: 

In :-!cw IJdhi the Circus ha~ a 101111, 
hi~torr 11f ~un·i\';il, A, long :is thme regal 
!>anc.l~tone buildin1<,, ~un•iR. there i., lime 
in this cit)' for palaco: imdguc. \l;'t1en the 
~corchin11, hi,;11 i~ finally dnu~t·d b}' chc 
mon~oon rain~. who know, what the 
ddugc will hri,1g> The shrewdest hcc i, 
on lh•· .:1,ming <>IU of _\lrs <;h~ndi Ill. 

-1990-

JOll:'11 IIAR~'< It)[) ha!> jnincd chi: ~·ashillKl<>n 
hureau of Thtc Wall Stn·ct Journal. I k"II ccw,:r 
1h,• w·hiu· House and the 1992 l'rc,idcmial 
.-.unpaign, 11.-·s <:xcia·d about 1hc new joh hut 
al", s;id 10 ka,.., Thi, S1. Pc1cr~h"r~ Tim l's ~fll'r 
I_', l't::lr~ there. 

F~anki(' ha~ a ncw a;issignmi:nt too. a, ~pi:cial 
a~sist:int :inc..! all-purp(lse 1rouhk,hnntn for th(' 
cx.,•nttivc dircctnr or 1hc low-income huu~ing 
J.~i:ncy whert' ,he Wl)rks in ~uhum:1n :\far;·l:.inc..1. 
Mary Jcanm·, now appro~chin:K hi:r secontl hirch
c..1:i;·. ,, mori, fun than ever, ~ht·'~ j11M ;1hout 
grown c>1U of hlT "Ni,:man B~ln·"' c-,hirt. 

(iOE:,li\U'A'll :\tOHA\IAD. cd11or ofiheJakana 
nc\-,,s m~i,<azinc n:mpo \l·ccklr. l1a,~pok,·nm11, 
;1101111, with oth(·rs. a~ain-1 lnc.lonc,ian pri:~, 
rc·,trkthms. "To ren>kl' ~ome,1nc·~ driYin11, 
lici:n~c yuu muse go IO court:· he told l'arliJ
m~nt injmle. "hut th~r,• i~ no •·omt for c,·,·ok,n~ 
1h1: lpuhli~hinii: lin·nscl- Thne ,, no d1ancc for 
joum:11i,ts w ar~uc." The ~lini~tr1· .,f Inform a-
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tion has defended ii s power m revoke I he 
lkcnst·s of puhlic~tions. sayink that wi1hou1 ii 
there woul,1 be :1narchy. Uut Goe111wan ask.:d: 
"ts rhc govcrnmc:cu ~•utom~ulcally right? (>n.,.'.S 
tlu- 1l0\1ernmcm as:,,umc it l) infaUihk just lik(' 
the Pop .. .-? h's not rh:u we w~uH (O be: 
irresponsible or stir up trouble. Hut we.: w:ml h> 
know the limirs of n:spnnsihlity." 

DICK J. REAVIS 1,rese111ed th,· Niem3n Uhr:iry 
wich a n(~w book. ''Dian' of an llnd,1o<:urnl·ntc..·d 
Immigr:uu, •• by Ramon 'l,.i:l_nguis Pt:rt.~7 .. An illcg:ll 
~tlie:n. 1··1;mguis Pect1z ,ens ot' his tint(• io Tcx~ts, 
C:iliforni:, and Oregon. It is. as far :1, Reavis 
know.s. the onlv bouk of its kind c.·vcr writu:n. 
Reavis t.r:111sl:1t~:d the hook gratis ht.·causc..· "I 
beliew in ihe subject and in the wri1er." I le adds 
''I'll ht· happy if my ,·pit,ph reads, He dis• 
Ctwctc:<l Ti.tnguls Pen:.1.. •• The hook \\'3..'\ pub ... 
ii,hcd hy Art<: Puhliw l'rl·~s. I he chief puhlisb,·r 
of works with Mc:-cican-Anl(•rietn thc."'mc:s. 

-1991-

KATHERINE M. SKIUA rl·lum,·<l It> lh<: 
Milwaukee JO\trn31 from llarY:ml in tim<: to play 
:1 major rok in t:<>v<.•r;tge of Jeffrey 1.. Oahmc:t, 
the serial killer. She fikd llw followi1l)t to 
Ni,:man Rc.:p(>rts: 

Of c.'()ur~e it w:ts rnugh to return co 
journ:ili,m. I h:id expcct<:d it to be tough. 
I deliheratd)' left the iniersi:ue on the triJI 
h.lck to \Xlts(·onsin, stoppin~ hy the 
Amish of northern lndi:111:t. 

1'1u:rt: seemed littk joy in the live:~ of 
Amish women. Their days were marked 
hy dr-Jh clothing, homely men ;111d spine• 
hrulsing labor. 

!loston. the Ath,·ns of Amerka. wa, :i 

thousand miles hd1ind nw now. I 
instructed OJ}' c.omp:mion Oll how to 
respond when I loni:cd 100 har.1 for th<" 
hcguilcnmus of C:imhridgc. I larva((! :111<! 
s,,\·enor"~ Milrkec. 

"Shut up." he w:as to 5ay, "You could 
ht· Amish," 

l'i\•e weeks hack on 1h,· joh, any prores· 
sion:11 doldrums I h:ul ,•anished. Jeffrey 
I.. l)ahll'lcr·~ arrc~t in July "'.1.w to that. 

The 31-ye.ir-olcl Milwaukean possessed 
a cunning effkiency. lie pkknl up roung 
nwn in shopping rn.111s and ~y bars. lure,1 
them tu his ap,1rtmctu. dn1ggt.·d them, 
had sex with them. str:111/(led them and 
cut them imo piece•. Sometimes he kt·p1 
1hdr skull, and ,ex organs. lie saved 
hod}1 pan'> th,: way som<.· of \JS kcc.:p old 
lkc.n.sc 1>l;ar,::~ and pil:ture post cards. 

SuI,I>osedly he att' human ncsh. 100. 
This w;as n<.::ws - unthinkahle. sensa

tional, ;&n uberraliOn •1f the ahnorm;al -
not the elegant, tweedy discourse of 
l':ll'uhy Cluh lunches :md Kc1111t'd!' 
School fonlms. 

My fitM major com ribution co the 
Dahmer ~over:,ge was a psyeholol(ical 
port rail. a Sun,by story 1h;1t w;os bast>d 
on intt:rvit:ws-:mc.1 puhlk rc.Tor<.h,. It wmr, 
,·omplc1ed four d;1y• af1er hi< arr<'.SI. 
Many soun:c:; t.·!agcrly t.:nmrihured -
from his prom date to onc of bis 
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psrt·hologists, who spoke off the record. 
The psrcllologist. by rights, should not 

lJ:IVc talkc.·d co tnc bccaus<: or mcdic:al 
,·onfic.lentia1irv pro,·isiom,, Alre:uJv ~ kw 
health care 1,rokssio11;tls who ircatt'.,I 
ll:thmer had t uroU'd mt' down. I pursued 
tht· pSyd1ulo~ist hccu1st· of I he rttnda-
111<..'nt:d print'ipll•: Nc:ver ;uukipatt· a 
f<•jC--l'tion. Nike says "Jus1 c.Jn tt." Jour
nalists know "Just ask ii." 

The crimes were so new, so shocking 
!lnd of sud, enormous inccrest ,h~tt it 
sc,·med cath:1rtk for the ps1·chologist, ~s 
for others, to s1>cak 10 me. 

E:trly on J <.·aught myself ft:dit:,.g >Urry 
ror L>ahn1n. the archctyjlal quiet loner. 
A gay mi~fil frcun a_n unhappy home. he 
W<IS crfppkd h}' ~hynt:M't, imr~tircd hr ;111 

:1lcohol tld<liction !uu.l wjthnut doubt 
m(:ntally ill. 

Mr ~ymp:llh)' diS',O)vt·d ;I.!,, l rt'-:td 

through coort records from his prior 
c:onvic1ions ror mokstinR a 13-yl·:u-old 
h,;v. In 1988 I >ah mer h;id e11tict·d the hc,v 
rn i,;~ :tpartnwnl hy offering him S50 c;, 
pose for pkt urc:,. He drugged. 1,hoto• 
graphed and fondled the teen before the 
hoy could make a wooZ)' escape. 

Dahmer, in a letter to th<" judge, proved 
a formidaibk li:ir. "What I did was 
dt·plorabk. The world has enoui:h misery 
without rn~· adding n1urc to it, Sir, I ~an 
~\~-sure 1·0,1 th~u it will nt·vc:r happt·n 
aii:aln ... 

ln simil:,r fashi1111 0:1hm~r had conn<·,I 
polict officer~. probation ~grnl~ .md 
mt.·ntal ht.'!llth prok~sion:1ls-for y<·ars. 

"Jcffr,·y l.iond l):1hm,r had :tn 
m~ati:thle $l*:<11:ll hunt,:<.:r for men - -:m,J 
he.· h~te(·d clu,·m.'· my story began. 

Tht·re .lrl· fl*\\I' profl'M,innal plc:-a~ure\ 
i;rt·au·r I han p,1<lding t<> th,· from porch 
on Sundoy. hoisting the p:tp<:r ond set:• 
m)t vou 'v<: m:1ek du: bann~r. Thou <.ht\' 
-.rrc.·~·t sale: lmxc.·s were fiuc.·d wtti1 
pl:1~:irds: "Lik of JcUt<e}' 1);1h111cr. 
Exclusi"e!'' 

Bc,aust' his 17 confessed killin~s 
involved :-.ex .::Kts. dismcmhc.:rm<.·nt and 
<:annibaliMn, question:-. of restraint 
immcdi:itcly arose. Mo~t t.·diting for 
relsons of r:1.Me w:1s minor. hut in two 
inst:mc,·s The Journal held storks. One 
w;1:-. -a d<.·1-ailc:ll account of the ic\stant 
photographs _.,_ciz('d from f>;ihm,tr·~.._ ap;1rt• 
mcm; ht: h:td t:1kc.·n 1>kturt:!\, for es:tmpk. 
or a decapilated h~ad lookinit up trom 
Dothmcr·s b2th.rnotll ~ink. with :1 pc.·nis 
and p!iir of hand-' !l'iidc.· thl· h!L'\iO, Anothc.r 
story dealt with some of lhhntcr's \'ic• 

tims :md their own prior :ures1s. some 
from pro:,titution and ~l·xtrnl ass:.uh. In 
the latt<:r cas.-ediIors made 1he judgmem 
not to run thl· ~tory, hoping I<> spare 
victims· fa:milit.·s :tddition:11 p:1in. 

The crimes drew re1>ortcrs- fro1n 
~•round the gloh<:. with German reporicrs 
.showing :w early intcn~st hc<:aus<.~ 
nahmcr's misspe111 Army ye;irs had had 
him sc:uioncd in Wl·sr G<.·rman)'· Now 
0:1hmc, w:t~ being pr-ob"·d there in con
nc.·c:1ion with ,1arious unsolvc:d killings. 
e,•<·n one invol\'in& a wom~n who had 
ht·cn stabtx:d. Wrong g,·ntkr. wrong 

modu.!. uper,uu.li - hut no mart{~r. 
Suddenly ,k;1d people. missing pcopk 
and mis.sing body parb wc:n: hdn>; 
revisited tn s,·c if they h;id hc,·o Jeffrey 
Dahmcr's quarry. 

Gallows humor punctuated our day:; -
<·ve,1 a staffer from the :irchhishop • s 
office <·alkd i.o with joke~. l.iterary •Kents 
phonc:d us. ~t·ducth·<:ly. Journalists from 
C:an~uJa, Hritain :md Au!ttralfa haMi1)' 
visited or called. 

Rcporrc.~rs from throughout the tJS .. 
particularly 1.hose from 1devision and 
radio st~uions. sc.·emcd to chink nothing 
or c111ing the Journal n<:ws:rnom and 
interviewing n.~pcu:·tcrs. Mos1 of the t.·!llls 
I had from broadcast rcport<·ts bcg,n 
without so mud, as • 'Good morningp or 
.. Arc you nn dcadlinr?'' Th.- caller, 
st:en1t·d to think lh:ll I had nothing better 
to do than to hai1d out Dahmer 11uggeis 
ancJ rn!lk<· av:,ifahlc n,y Ro1ode.xc-s. 

Wrong. 
D:,hmcr's murd(:t sprt·e spawned 

another generation of stories on the 
crimin:,1 justice system and its failings. 
Amon~ tht.· :stories~ 

• 

• 

Milwaukee police had had 
<,·ont:l(;t with 1h<.· serial kiJlc.r late in 
~la)' when they reH,rned a nude. 
intoxicalt'd 14-vcar-old bov to 
Dahmer's aparui1c111 - a srnry 
hroken by lotal television. Police 
1hought the two had had a lon:r's 
quarrel. D;1hm.(:r says ht killed lh<' 
hoy - l brother 10 the 1:\-yc:ar-old 
from I 9llt! - as soon as police kft. 
A prubatlon ;1gcnt had rcc.:civ<:<l 
pcrrnts~iun nnt to make honu.· visits 
lO D:1hmer·s ;1p;1rtmcnr - dubbed 
1h,· "l.ittlcShop of Horrors" by Th,· 
~ 1<bhington Po!tt - lx:-cause !the: had 
had a hca,·v casclo:1<1. 
A p!iy<:hi:u·rist for the Prob~tion 
Ocpartmcol had bt·cn prescribing 
1ran4uilizcrs for Dahmer, whn may 
have usttd 1he drug~ on hb victim!'io. 

Thrcc Milwauk<·e police officers were 
suspemkd. '!'he polk<C chit-f was :1sse1ikd 
by rht· rank :ind l'ik. The may,,r wrung 
his h;111ds ewer Milwaukee's image. The 
>t:lll'.'s top lawyer probed the police 
department. A small chorus of lawm:1k,·rs 
damnre:·d for the: de:uh pt·nalty. 

11·s b..-en .i high.ly eompetlti\•e. 
ch:,lknging and cvul.,ing saK,L No doubt 
thcr(' is mor<· to come on Oahm(·r. whoM.: 
candy factory job had had him mixing 
choL·ohttc I wo block~ from our 
ncwsr.-tom, 

Ah. rc-eniry aftt'r the Nkman ye•r. And 
rc.•-4..•mry without - my Nkm~u\ c:ollcagues 
mai• he happy 10 know - the trips I ust:d 
h> n,akc to tht: c:ig.:lre::tte machine. (A vice 
shed in C,unhritlR<:. I 

I miss all of my classmates. and hope 
their re:·turn.~ ro the ·'r('·al world" wc.~rc 
sOJonth. rulfilling :md huoyed by the 
ahuncfaru iO)' we knew a~ Nicm:,ns. 



~lore ink lor TIM 1;1AGO. Th,· July 2.2 ,·dition 
of Pc,1pk m:1g:n:im: fraturc:.c.1 a ph.:ture:· of ;,t 

brooding Tiln again:.t ;t hackdrop of thl'. car, 1<.:d 
faces of Presidents W:1shingt0n and Jefferson on 
Mount Rushmore in South Oakot:1. Jhc accom
panring story ex-plained how Tim amt the state's 
nine Sioux tribal chairmen rejected in, 1irntions 
to art.end :i cckhration ;at Rushmore nf the 
Nation's 215th birthd.:iy, Prt'Sid<>nt Bush spoke 
al the ccn:mony. "\l'c wert· invited for window 
drC;"ssing." 'fim is quott·<l ••~ )i;arinK, "Ntl Indh1n 
was "skcd to re.II the other shit:. I guess !11<, 
government doesn·1 want the world to know 
what was done to us ... "l"ht· Sioux wam part of 
their lllack Hills hack histcad or the S l6J million 
the gon,rnmcnt holds In a trust fuodsc.,t up :1fter 
the Supreme court ruled in the lntlians· favor, 

Tim publish,·d an cdit<>ri:11 in hi> I.Jk<>rn Time, 
labeling Ru!thmorc a ~ha:int.~ of h1·pocds), tx:---~lll!rit: 

it mcmori:,Jiics ''Pn~id<.·nts who C<>mmitrc:d actb 
of .urodt'y against our pc.:-oplc." Tin, did send 
-a reportt·r tu cc)\'cr 1hc: <.'\'C:lU, "~'e wuulc.Jn·t he: 
doing our ioh if W(.· dtdn't n,vl'r it, .. 

Pt:opk r!u1 a kucr 10 rht.· editor ;t fc,,, Wl't.'k." 
l;uer that urged Thn to .. open his q•cs .. , T,k.: 
:1d,•~1nra~t·oftht· monc) 1• Uft·gocson. don't l.ct 
SUJbhorn pride \tam.\ in the: w,1) of a hcucr ont·. • • 

KAIIRAI. Ill.A Y-AJ\IIMl!RE, fred:mn: jm.1rn:llbt 
and formt·r publishc:r/c:ditnr of 'rhc lndeJ)cndm1 
in Al·c:r.t. Ghan!!, was honored hv rhc N~teion.:11 
Ass-nd;uion of Ul.tck.JournaU~ts (lurin1t il:i. con~ 

vc:nlion 10 K.en:rt.t~ City in July, K,1hr:d won 
NAUJ'!t Pt:rc:y <Juhor.1 Award for his rin:lcs."ii 
commitment to iournaHsm de..s1>h(• tc:prc.~l\.sivc 
press laws dcsisn~·d to still his vokc. lk was 
nrnnin:itcd ror 1hc :iward by Alexi< Yancey 
George of the lloswn Assodation of lll:u;kJnur
naHMs. and rccdvc:.1.t it during ceremonies 
attended by about I .000 people. 61,TTY 
'«'lNSTON 6A Yf., a Nieman t:bssmate :ind ch~tir 
of NAljfs Special 1-l<>nnrs Committee, made the 
presentation, For the first time this year. NAHJ 
awarded two Qoboz~ Awards The other w,·nt 
to Kenyan io,1rn:dist <.:hohu lrmu\y~tnt, editor of 
the N~irobi I.aw Momhly. who is one of two 
jvurn:llists sdcctcd hr th<' Nieman Cl:iss <>f 1991 
for I he l.ouis M. l.yons A ward (S~,· back con-.r) 
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Nieman Appointee Blocked 
Dai Qing, chosen for the N"ieman Class of 1991-92, sent the 
Foundation the following fax on September 3: ''To my very 
gr,•at rcgr<:t. .. my country has declined to issue me a passport. 
I am thus unable to !eave. It is my misfortune and also the 
mlsfortune of my country people.·' 

Sn:ontl-das~ 
po~ta~c paid 
al Bo~ton, MA 
and a(h.li1ion:1l 

entries 

2 Africans Win Lyons Award 
\fax du l'n."C"~-of South Afri,;:i. and Gitohu 

lmanyara ot' K<:n~a havtc won 1htc 1991 u.)uis .'d. 
I.pin~ Aw-.n<l for crn1,d<;ncc an<l integrity in jour· 
nali~m. thl' Nieman Foundati•m at llarv~n1 
l 'nh·,:rsity has annourn;c<l. 

Th<: 22-rncmhcr r-.icman Fellow <:las, of 1991 
sdi:,·tt-d th<: two journalists for thdr coura;:~-;ius 
efforts to µ,n ,kmon .. Jtic (,c,:dom~ foe their 
c(11m1rymn1 - ~Ti;n a, <::ich m;m fac<:d i.r--Jl'<: 
rh,c:its to his life am.I lib<:rty. 

lmanyara, l'<litnr of 1hl· N~imhi I.aw Monthly, 
h;i, hecn iinpri1>on,;<l thrt,,: tilll<:, durillj.( lht' b,1 
rear hy the re!,:inw ,,! Kenya's pre~idrnt, l>anid 
arap Moi. lman;•Jm. ,\'.'. wa.s; fn:et.l :-.ia,· 28, nt'arly 
tlm.T month1> aft,·r th<: ~tatt' jailnl him rn1 M:<.liti• ,11 

cha~t'~. 
Du Prct'7. ·iO. n>minu,;, t<> fa,-., law,ui1, an,i 

lhn·:11, nf ,•iol<;n,;,; for th<: work in his \'q•(· 

'ifrd,hlall llmkpentklll \l\:t,kly Juurnall, ~m11l1 
AfriG,·s fir.-t l'"nT irxJq}t·ndrnt Afrib.Jn.,-langu;1~l· 
1lt'wspapL"r. 

·rht· I.yon, Al\'arJ, named for for,i1n :-.kman 
n,mmr Lnui1> .\1. l.yom, wa, first ~i,-c:n in 196-l. 
The awar<l l"arrics a SUlOO hc>nor.irium, 

1.:i~, vcar\ :-;icman das~ honored journallM~ in 
Col,,mhia - \i~•ing an<l c.kad - for their nw..'r-J&e 
of Chai n:it,on·~ 1.kt.1~ ,a,ars. Oth<;r p;,.st n:dpicnl~ 
ofthf t.1·ons Aw~rd induc.k lklena LuCl.)'"''>, an 
imkpcnd<:m l'oli~h journ:i.Hst; .\lonica l;on~.1kz 
c)f Anali,,i'- in Chil,•; ·1hm Rt•nner of t">-ew~day; 
Amcrk:m nirrespondt'nl~ who ul\·,;r<;J lh<: war 
in ln<l<K:hin,1: and UIS ,·,,rn·,p,,mkm h.Jwar<l R. 
.\ILirrow. 

Thi, }'l·ar·s awanl marks tht· l'omrtll tim<: tha1 
lht' :'.l<:m:m l'dlows ha,-.: rt't'Ol?nin-<l work in 

South Africa. 1~,.,1 l.vons Aw~rJ winn<;rs th<:r<: 
indude Zwelakh<e Sis.olu of Nt'.w Nation; Allister 
Sparks, corrr,pond<;nt for 1hc London Oh,crvt'r 
aml ·rhe \\'ashin11,ton Post; amlJo~cph l'hloloc of 
th<: Sowc1:.tn. 

Du Prcez founik<l his we<:klr in Nm-emher 
l9HM after nmduding that Afrilo.n<:r.. rcpres<:ntc:tl 
the., hiAAt'SI harri<;r to d<:mo,;r-,.q· in So\lth Afrka 
- and chac Mri ... ~11,.-la1111,uag<: new~pap<:rs. s<> 
dosdy a~sodatCl.l whh ~parthd<l an<l the ru!lng 
;,.;~1i1111al Party g<J\wnm<'nt, we['{' doing link to 
,1imul:<1<: changt'. Afrilul.ins is Du l'n.-c,c's natiY<: 
h>n!,\LIC; he iucw up in a consen·ativc, rural 
Afrik:.mc:r ("ommunity. 

llxfay \'q·c \l'<:,:kbla<l. with :i ~t.iff of 28, sdls 
1.__mm ,·opks. • • l'><:spitl· a w:ry Hmitl·<l r<;soun:c:s 
lu,,;, chc \'rye \lb,khlad h:i.., tim" 1n<l ai.ain comtc 
11p with ,,:ports of corruption an<l hrutality cm 
hoth ~illcs of the political fem:c," Richan! S. SR1·n. 
nlilnr-in-chief of The Johann,;~hu~ Star. wrote 
in nomln:itini,;: d11 Pn;q for th<: Lyons Aw,m.l. 

"Fn>m expo~in11, the cxistt·nce of ~W,\PO tnr
turt' rnmps in !'ll:i.mihi:i. to n.~-c:alini,t wkk-sc~k 
corruption in hlack local gowrnmcm and in the 
homi;hnd, ,~-stl·m, du Prn•7. ha, hl·<:n at th<: 
fordrnm of South Afrkin im-es1iptiw jour
nali,m M(1st m•tahk, howc,Tr, has t>tTll th<: 
new1-paper's expposun: of South African death 
s4u:i<l, in tht' poltn: and milit~ry," wmt<: S1~1·n. 

Du Preez·~ encmie, have tried to imimi<latc 
him. Rii,:ht•wini,: wh1t1..~ tril"d tc, hl,,w 11p hi, offo:<: 
in July [<NO. lit: ,·ominucd lo rn·d~·c 1lm:m~ h)-' 
1,·nn ~11d phoni:. he sap. And g<l\"lTnmem 
;,ffidal~ h.\-c: at1afkc<l hb wt'ddr with Ntat<:
~r,onsort:d \a,a,-suits alk1?.in1?. dt:f::im~tion ~nd r>m• 

si:nuion for supposed!}' hn:aking ;:on·rnm<:nt 
ri,,1ric1ions on wha1 1hc pres, mar publi~h. 

Iman;•.u-J.\ law monthly. founJ,:d in S<'.plcmhcr 
198'.1 and now ,clli~ 20,000 copies. offers a plat
form 111 i:ritk~ of th<: on<:•part}' r,;i,:imc: of Pr1:,i
lltcm \i<li. TI1e monthly hi~ prcs,ed for an cnd 
to Mo1's ~•ngk-p;Lrty ~l:i.tl· and it has called a11l·n-
11on to :i.huS<:s of lqr,al and h11man di,:h1, in a 
na1i11n ono: thmiji;hl •>f ~s a m,><lel African 
llL"m,x:rao·. For that, th<: l:iw monthly lu, founll 
ihl'lf fighti1111, for its life. 

hn.in;·.tr..1 ~rx,nl thn-., Wt't'ks in <lL1cnt1rnl ,n tht' 
~ummer of 1990 an<l another ',\'l-c:k in Scptemher 
1990. :i.nJ }'<:I he: ("ontinu~~! to ,·hall1:ni.1: the 
!llWt'tnmcm with th<; l1w monthly. In lh<: sprilll( 
of 1991 it., artidl·s promptt'd lmanyar;i·s :im:st 
on,:., ai~in. lht' third in a yc,ar·, time. lk wa, 
impriso11<:d nearly three lll')lllhs. spending h;1lf 
of 11 in ,oliiaq, cunfint'mcm in a damp. dim Ir lit 
cdl and the other half in a hOf>piul wht•n- he had 
hct,n tak,;n after ,ufft,rini,: an appar1;n1 seizure. 
Ahhouwi the mo-M reL-c:nt sedition t·h~c:< ai.ain~I 
him w,:,c droprx,<l on h,, rt,ka~c .'d:iy 2H. h,: still 
fan~ criminal pn>,L"rntit>n by the p:m·cmment on 
Jn 1l·cusawm datin~ ha(·k ahout S<:Wn ~·t,ars. Th<: 
i,:ovcmmenc ha, confi,cltt'd hb pas,pon and 
rduM:d tn allow him 1<> tra,·d ahm~ll. And 
lmJny~rA mu,1 ,·.,mim,., w ~,a"c off thL" Moi 
n:gimt,\ y<:ar-old dfort m han h,~ puhlkation, 
whi,•h has a staff uf ahout ,e\'<'n. 

"~·l· shall ,·on1(n11<: to pmdd<: th<: fornm 
1hrm,ih which K<:nrans may ,kbm<: 1hc kin<l of 
so1:i1·ty th<:)' want ro li\·c in," lmanyac-;J ~aid in a 
lt'kphonc, ,m.,n·i,:w Junt· I~ frum hi~ office in 
~afrohi. 




