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It’s Up to Us

he pedod of nadonal reflection and conversation | and that will form the core of other discussions as the forums

I calbed for by the Commities of Concermed Journalisis

besgran oo Movermnber Tithe More than 300 journalists
and jourmalism students met with membees of the poblic in
Chicagoat the first of at least eight forums around the country
v eliscuss the state of jourmalism today

I a day-long series of panels the discussion centersd nog
sermudch on delinitions as on using the occasion toset forums
on & path that might lead 1o anew awareness of the challenge
aned the opporiunity Gecing jowrnslism inan age of acoelers-
ing wechnological change. Questions wuched on soch basic
dleradls as- What responsibelities, values, princi ples make one
peersnn A goucialist as opposed o a propagandisy or a simple
comamunicanes? What s the common ground beoween The
Chicago Tribune, local television statkons, servloce journalism
mapaines, the Internet? What difference does ic mike that
they share common standards and practices?

Journalists on the panels incuded Jack Fuller, Presidenc
andd CEC of The Chicago Tribune; Jean LemMon, Editor of
Better Homes and Gardens: Carol Marin, reporter for WHEEM-
TV; Jell Borden, Associie Editor of Criin's Chicago Busi-
ness; Mary Mitchell, columnise lor The Chicago Sun-Times;
Patty Calhoun, Editor of Westword, a Denver alternative
weekly; Dan Okrent, Editor of New Media, Time, Inc., and
Raob Levine, Editor of Relling Stone On-Line.

An executive summany Laf thee :]u.:,.'ul'rt-ﬂl;w:_'l:il:_m aml dlizims-
sion woukbd include several observations tha emerged to link
the journalises aeross the spectrum of advocacy journalism o
service journalism o on-line journalism. These links began
with raditicnal definions of jourmalism Moarnalises make
maps o help citizens navigate the civie wordd " “journatises
write the frst deaft of histoey " “pournalsts provide & gaide of
whart oo think abour™) and moved quickly 1o whar distin-
guished journalism from other forms of communication

Abe Peck, Acting Dean, Medill Schaoaol: *[Tournalism is] a
set of values—ethical concerns—that are teswed every day.”

Tack Fuller: "A jouwrnalist is someons who must tell the
truth while providing the information necessary for self-
powerning people.”

Tean LemMaon: “The cardinal sin is chaating or miEstreating
the remder.”

Cirod Maein: “A journalisl i someoie wlhio believes in a
public reust and is nor ashamed 1o sy 207

Dran Olepent: “As journalises we pead o bor of bad soall and
save the uscful, the good.”

Patricia Dean, Chaie, Broadeasting Depariment, Medill
Seheol- “People are not jourmalisis ecawse they say they are,
the matre of thelr work defines journal ises "

Thie foram mioved from characteristes of journalism o the
birogder guesstions thipt are troubling the wordd of jowema s
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mowe around the oountry.

Drawing on his experiences, which ranged from derk 1o
elivor and publisher o president of the Tribune Company,
Juek Fuller described the challenge to jowrnalisis chis way:

“Our concern should focus on differences berween public
tastes and our tastes, This is often exprossed as a conflice
between corporate values and journalistic values. Those
conflicts dio occwr, but they are not the essence of this
conflict. Thereis, forexample, the public’s declining mse for
faur Fll::llil iwal reprrting. We can |q|r.-u:"!r.l|. I:l'linﬂ.'ﬁ i cleel with
this—we can try o lecture the people, we can iy to use some
Lind ofjudoon thete appetites o we can creste sonew shetoric
for joumalism. Fnding & way o reach people with his
miaterial @ our responsibiling”

The notion that the fumee course of ppurnalism lics as
much in the hands of journalises and thede oan abiliny o
dleve bop new forms and tools with eeluch vo tell dhe important
sgories (noa new oompedtive eovironment was one of two
e jor themes to emerge from che forum

This theme wis tied o the other imponant theme—the
need o make the distinctions between journdlism and com-
munications or persontl expression clear—by an observa-
tionof Leo Bogart, columnist and press consuluant, when e
sabd rhat jowrnalsts need w answer gquestions about how
they differ from other communicators because of the confu-
sion, both in the public mingd and the joornalise's mined.
brought about by the proliferation of channels of communi-
CALon.

There has been, Bogan says, a declining place for news in
spute of the explosion of channels of information, because the
clinily noews that jouwemalists peesent ineludes a greater portion
of service and cnlerEEnment.

The information revolution has opened a new woeld of
commmunications that now forces both owmers and pournal-
ists to comslder where they choose wo reside frside the First
Amendment. Journalism and freedom of expression are not
the same thing. Freedom of expression protects the right to
express untested, even untree, opinion in order to enoowr-
agee cliscussion and debate. Joumalism operates inside the
envelope olfree press protections in order oadisssminate the
irufermmasom irad I.:I]:Iil'li-l_l-:l'l v wehich osibeer citizens l_lept,-ml iry
order o become effective selfgovernors.

A Tull peport is on the Concerned Journalists Web site an
e Seeeee journialisan org

The mest forim will be held on Decembser 4 oat rhe
Columlyia Graduate School of Jourmalizm in New York B

ProB .




What They're Saying

Orlando Patterson
Why Rely on Hearsay
In Race-Relation Polls?

Pierie i Bluer L

I vou ask o sample of Black Ameticans wha
[thev] think of race relations in the

country, . .roughly 75-80 percent are going
sity, boy, in's bad 1t's hell out there.. . 50 vau
publish that. But. .. when peaple are saked,
“well, how about yout How are you geiting on
with Fura Americans in your life?” The whale
thing fips aroand. 1 ke 70-80 percent of
the people say things are great with me. 1 hawe
g0 problents wilh while folks., , Now you've
been brained thal hearsay Information is
abways 1o be distrusted. And informestion
which the primary source ghves you ks vabid
informetion. | assume that is an established
principle of reporting,. But, cssentially,

welrat, . all the major newspapers did [on a
(rallup poll] was o emphasize beresay.. ..
[The public] is telling you what they hear an
thie e, tleenre selling vou wheat they read n
ihe MEWAEARETS Every day, 50 You gl & strange
kind of reinforcement going on.... Mabody
reparts..data from the source, which is el
e bt the subpect i which you really are
&n gxpert— your own life."—Oramalo
Patterson, fol Corles Professar o farvend
Uriversity, at a Nieman Fellons seminar,
Oetober 15, 197,

Donald Hall
How Do You Know

When to Stop?

Fuaor iy o Hoomown

I don't kmow when a poem is finished. There
are big changes from deall one (o dralt en,
And I'm just making this up as 1 go along.
Besween drafl 30 aad dradt 40 there are fewer
changes, when [ get up so draft 89 and 94 1'm
taking out o semi-colon and paiog o @ Esh
and then U'nt faking ot the dosh and pufing
the semi=colon back and I'm changgng ihe
lime- b Erom thie adjective noun Gie-hreak
10 adjective noun preposigon line-break and 1

| show it o other people. T mean, for monls |

syt shew i 10 ambody ekse. T show 1t 1o
others and they come back and 1 ™ o
whil everybody tells me bui | get adsice from
them, Pinadly, people | respect suggest fewer
changes, | make fewer changes. | sy what the
hedl, ' puhbish it Then it comes back i a
mgazioe amd [ open the magazioe and look 2
it snel péck up my pen. Becavse #1°5 in pris
Because it's ohpectified by the print, | will see
sornething T hadn't seen before.— Domald
el [, exsniyist sl Bl axeothor, ot @
Meman Feliores seminar, Oclober 29, 1997

Margot Adler
Letting Sources
Tell Their Stories

I'd mtke o terrible investigative reporter. . ..
I'ms pach more the kind of 2 person that can
walk up indo & Sibuaion, HEOAEW SOME0NE
ans] make 3 sileot pact with that pecson that 1
will act s them, 1T aill lsien o fbem as dem: |
will repor heir words the way they woukd
prohahly think of them themsedves. And so I
will pet imio their head and T will stirt saying,
what if [ was going 1o take the 30 minutes that
v dose of this imerview and use oy five
mimides, whal Gve minmes wouald really pet
the point the way they want 10 make i1 2crss
thie best, S0 0 think | ke an ahility (o get e
all kinds of altermative work] siews—3same of
them | don't even agree with most of the
time—and ai ledst for a moment ceally Feel
that I'm there, feed there is something power-
ful abvout that perspective that makes sense

[ e though on another kevel It may vt be
one that 1 can completely support, And | think
that does serve me well and it allows me to he
a jouerrealist despiie my blases. In other wornds
1 doe't pretend objectivire. [ mean | have real

i hizses, But on the other hand [ think I'm
deeply Bir —Marpod Adfler, Mew' Yore
corregpomdent for National Public Radio,
o e NP showr “On e Miita, ” Bbosted &y
Alex Farees, Angaest 3, 1997

Mieman Reports | Winter1997 3



O [T Bowecr 1985

From the Old Lincoln Highway to the Inlerstales

The interstate svstem speeds the commerce of the nation
i allows a motorist a range of travel nnimagined 50
vears ago. Millions of travelers and tons of goods areive
sooner and cheaper than they ever could have via carlier
highways

But Americans driving from New York City w San
Francisco today no lonpger see or interact with the same
landscape that so captivated automohile travelers early
thiz centary. In the past, travelers on the Lincoln Highway
traviled deep amid the culiural and nateal landscape of
the nation—down (he shaded strevts of Midwestern
towns, close past farmsteads where one could see what
kind of chickens the farm wile raised, through deep
forest, close enough to the sal desent it the eyes
burned—the grand montage of detall that adds wp 1o the
impression of a trip, and of a country. Today you can

eross the entire state of Wyoming and never smell
sapebrush. The Great Sali Lake Desert that haunted
traveters for 120 years is g remode absiraction when seen
from the wider ribbons of Interstate 80 amid campers
and throbbing trocks; Main Streets are nostalgic
reminders of the “olden davs” when towns pass by in the
distance, 2 mile or two from the interstate. The places
eat and to stay and to buy gas along the main highways
are no lonper manifestations of 4 particular place—the
rural Sauth, the urban East—but emblems ondy of the
highway, a great franchised monoculmre tat exiends
from sea lo sea.—Drake Hokanson, fn “T5e Lincoln
Higeay: Main Street Across America, " wiich
chronicies the development of America’s firsi
franscontinental highuay,




HIGHWAYS

Digging Out News at Boston’s Big Dig

Politics, Money, Technology, Boosters and Critics—
Profect Demaonstrates Varted Problems of Reporting

By THoMas C. PalMER R,

et %, Auk is the: Project Dhinegs
P o for whot we refer oy axs the
kirgesy public works project un-

der wav in the Unived Stites, the Big
Dig. Except for the sieeply escaliting
cost, the project—aolfficeally the Cemntral
Arte ey Third Harbowr Tounnel projict, in
Boston, o install o rews under-hirbor
pnme] anel v burey an cighe-lane iner-
state highway wnder downoown—his
ponge remarkably well

As far as we know

I've spent the last four and 3 half
viears trying oo find our otherwise, and
[ say “as far as we know" bocaose [have
a runming argument with Peder Juk
abwsiit oo muck wee rr;l.ll:l.' whoy knewwe, |
tell him 1 figure we et abou $ percent
of what (it we knew about ity might be
comsidlersd newsworthy cvents into
print. He contends that, over time, we
gt everything that is newsworthy, Bun
then he's not a newsperson

It is Peter Zuk's jis o protect this
project polivically, He oo mansgge the
project, but his real skill is w0 keep any
prart of it feom Beeoming such big news
that i1 harms the projeo’s forsard
prropress. He'sa natunal politician, He's
amart and he protccts the project on
behalf of one of the most demanding
ard most political creamares amownd,
Massachusetts Turnpnke Chatrman
Jumies 1, Kerasiotes. Pencorabing a wall
conceived by Rerasiotss wmd baile by
the stare's privare consultane, the join:
team of Bechtel Corp. and Parsons
Brinckerhoff, is a significant challenge.
Moy ome ar any level of the project will
speak to 3 reporter without getting
permission from the highest levels in
adbvance,

The: highly political nare of the Tig
[rig is one of the aspects thar makes
coverimg i loth inceresting and chal-

benging. 1ris o lwge poliical sugger lor |

those not assockued with it 50 a e
porter has vo soot cut the grandsianad-
ing feoam the legitimate criticiam, Also,
wiith so moch money invedved —3 108
b lliesmy, by lapest coune—ic wends o be
vilnerable, dies the extensive effors mw
privect it and keep thie media an by,

Crther difficuldes include:;

® Continuing to cover the restofthe
transportation  goeings-on—ihe Turn-
pike and Port authorites, the Massa-
chusetrs Bay Transporation Authority,
thie Massachusens Highway Doepart-
mént, the |:Iu.i|'!-I 4:_11mm|,:|Ting gring immo
Bostin-—while SlLaving Focuses] on the
Big Dig,

* The technical jargon. Never have |
worked on an assignment where docu-
mien s were so voduminons ancd so gse-
less. The EI:IH‘I“‘!I'I‘IITIH s construction
aspects of the project are so greane that
each document has 1 come with a
trarslatoer, o it 15 rm,:;nmjgl-l:'.:ﬁ

& Walking the fine between boosiers
ol the project and @ woreld al eritics who
will do almost anyrhing po céoak i As
much as we like 1o say journalism is
abow ehjpectiviy, this iswhere the joudg
ment comes im: What {8 the righi bal-
ance berween stories relating the ex-
traordinary design and constroction
achicvements on one hand, and the
breathiaking fallure to bring this mon-
ster in ab arywhere near the original
estimated cost of 82,6 billion?

* The sheer size of if, Blow do vou
make an issue of cost overruns of, sav,
£ 10 millican, when that amaounts to less
thim |:1|:|L'-t|:':1l|1 raf 1 ru._'n_'n;'ni :1[Ih-|_* prir;-l:
Lig? Al :::.1"1.11:4.”_1.' wihen fard ¥eot man-
SRS A QUEELLing that 'HI,:II..'III:].II.'I.H R ]
ol iy gvevss il save 8500mi llion in the
lomg run?

¥ I"'inu||1..'._p|:_'rr:|:|i-|.l_'|int|; eelitoirs there i=
e Loy ok [Fuin |I||:l|:|1.':r."lI"|.' im Ehee el
tend o be obsessed with cost, partly
becinse people unde rssnd dodlars and
panly because that i3 one of the few
objpectve measures of the peoject's
mManapement successes of fallies. Har
the project involves TO0-plus contracts,
almast all godogg o sbmelianeously, wod
wach with hundreds of workers amd
stosries of thedr own o be tokd o make
up the full picture,

Beernic Cornelin, a field engineer with
mgnagement consultant Bechiel Par-

Thawiar 0, Palmer J'r. Coieery rr.T.u'{.':ln:lr?.rH.-a-.l.l
fisrasd for The Borter Criabe, He ,-.::lr'ﬂrd"ﬂ'.w
b ra JOIS and bar beena ooy ecliiar,
Aesirdars ."‘r'urrfr.-.l'r.:n"u‘.".-l':lr.n:lr. Agerrtamme .r:a.'?.igrr
Fadator, r'r.ll:-'c.'r.h-gdlrr-': FERTITET wieh The
(i .‘-;.ru:-n'r;g.b.r Teans, gf.n'ﬂun' .ﬂtr—x.rr.rr.wm
FEPATTET, mr.;#‘q' Fiatietat] reparier it n:u-u':ug
Joreign repoveer. He covered the Jall af
sobtavininifat fu Editerm Enrope fe {989 the
ooy TO87 Haieian slecrion snd civil war
il Rpuckew, e & S0 el Dol ¢ A
Srow Ky Sovre Ui veeifry and an MLAL
from s Ulniversity af Kanias, He previonly
warke g am mlitgr ar Thy Chrgnge Coasr
.":Mﬂl'p Pilar, i Capra M, -!.'...l.'._l",‘.'. i @i
Lapy 2divar a0 The Lor Awn gfiﬁ Timmps,
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sons, describes his piece of the puesle,
comiract ©15A2, as having a viicty of
kimcls ool menecks: ol “besan,” o de-
|!||'L'h.-.l.'1|, roviafless pomd ; surface lanes ai
the northern pomal near Causeway
Arpecr, Al of these jobs hove somie
thing that's different, that's inmenest-
ing " b said

cosm, o, from a Boston viewpoint,
a macrscosm, of reporting on 2
huge public works project
First, the politics.
Often it is am attempt b0 hide b
news that gets management in trouble.
Theese: are stories that, if they ane vkl

In short, the Big Dig is in midcro-

incrementilly, mey notcaery huge heawd-
lines. Bur when they come o afier
mcnths of hondng been dended , and the
credlibility of those ranning the project
i5 called nto question, they almaost al-
ways make page one.

Oy of my jolbs s to Kecp an eve on
the struadon regarding the cosz of the
Big D Im che eardy years, there were
annuwal, official cost estimates. Because
thie cost wius L‘l_lﬂﬁnl,ll:]ll:ii‘:«l' ﬁxir‘qq—ﬁ_rr
reasons wie have documented thar ang
mostly understandable and seemingly
unavoldable—rthe annual cost re-adjuse-
ment caused managers serous hesd
aches, 50 Fuk aned his team abancboned
it. substituting, nstead, an ongoing,
month-by-momh monitoring of the
project cost. These monthly manage
menl reports, as they anc called, wene
aner dlomabar wsclul, b they woere a typrcal
reaction on the part of the project o
bad news. The solution sequestered
the furure bl news,

| had asked for these reports ona
number of cocaslons, been promized
them and never received them. | b
trequently asked Juk how costs wene
poing since the ironclad $1004 billion
comst fipre hadl been ser forth o couple
of years ago, He repeatedly assured me:
o a numberof ceemsions thint the num-
bers were tracking right to the S10.4
billion figure at completion, or maybe
evier beiter.

Then the MoCormack Insoimeeear the
University of Massachusetrs at Boston,
directed by the Legislamrme seith study
ing ways o Cul cosis on the project,
came out with its repoet in July 1997, 1t
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had determined that the Big Dig's own
internal documenis, the monthly nan-
ARCINENL RS, WO .'illl.ll'l.'i-'iI'I.F theat
the cost ar the end of the project, in
2005, would be E10.8 billion—3-400
million more than managers had
plodeed feom ate 1993 on Big sur-
s, hig news,

*We have a viahle project that’s be-
ing well-managed.” Kerasiones wld me
recenthy, after the Govemment Accoumnt
ing Offfice issued a critical report, “and
were not about to let anybady say that
it isnr”

Says Srate Treasurer Joe Malone, “Any
cibpective outsiders who have booked
thes oot have saidl the sdministreiion is
undcrestimating things.”

Keorasiones preached openness and
10 his credic ser up weekly bricfings on
the peoject when be ok over as trans-
partatlon secrctary after William Weld
was elecied povernor. The bricfings
diminished atter the brst milestone—
the opening of the Ted Williams Tun-
nel—was reachesd. And they virtually
ended when, on one occasion, 1 oom-
p:rl:.'-l,l @ roulne hancdout on Conirect
dleadlimes with the actual Bces and wrote
a story showing the project was slip-
ping behind,

ut by far the biggest problem |
B wrestle with is covering the Hig

Drigg wewcl o the same pime rving
by kg up with all the other aspects of
tepnsperaton going on. Theoretically,
I hive mesponsibibine as The Globe’s
teansportation reporier fior anvihing
with wheels, racks or propellers. For-
tureately, many aspecis of transpora-
tion get coversd by others on our seaff
For example, Matt Brelis, swho ased (o
CoviEr trins portation, knows a lof more
than | do about air travel and airports,
and he almost alwins covers crashes or
[RiF TR 1Y |'|r|.:||1-|r:|||~i | |I'Ili.FII :|.'ir|'||:1rL Fie-
cause the Big Diﬁ An il il p-:::b: [:l':ll.:l.i\"il'p
el uﬁng iy temure in this iq,rl':h I bsve o
make: it and the rest of ground orans-
prrtation my first priority,

Peter Howee, snodher former trans-
PRGN FEPOCLEr, A COveRing sci-
cnce amnd rechnoboey for The Globe, is
i @ position o write aboat many of the
new high-technology aspects of wrans-
portation. Environment e pormer Soott

Allen il wsusally cover clean iir issues,
W negotiate these things, wsually
through E-mail, among reporters ansd
editars cach day, w make sure whan-
ewier meecs 1o be covered gers covered,
I look for so much support froen the
vest of the staff simply because teans-
portation is such a beoad assignment
these days, | could keep a staff of five
reporters busy, turning out storics all
ol which would be worthy of good play
in The Globee,

ven al @ newspaper 12 large as
E The Globe, with as many editors,

it #5 the reprorter on the beat whio
is the real assignment editor. Mo one
woho docsn't follow pransporiatooen aind
talk e scores of poople dally abour the
subject could possibly keep abreast of
what's coming up, Licllmyeditor abou
the significant developments on the
horieon, amd ke and | decide which
orues b deal wich first,

As 1oy ovexplain we oy codivors Cand
iy wile), U a juggler, | o, Hierally,
about 30 potential stories going at any
tirmee. 1 view them each ag g ball in the
air, Bach one comes down every now
arvtl then, and [ consider it maybe make
acall cvr rwer, and iFic's ot a prioricy for
the newt day o at least the near futore,
I thorovw it Back v o the aic e anodher
elay. My desk s piled with paper and
orther material-—siory folders, tips, ne-
ports, newsletters, notes—that 1 dig
ot whenany of these stoeies 15 ripe. OF
oo, L making calls and salking oo
sources on severil sporics an onoe, and
mob infrequentdy someone [ ocall will
say, “You must have ESP" because |
have called just as a story of some kind
is about to break, But thaere's nothing
metaphysical about it: ics just thag if
you knock on cnough doors often
CNDLER, YO SO0 SOmie ol the time

Lessn 't vhinak ol s bresun tha is thetainieti-
cally broader than transporiation. Bt a
eamewsth project like this consumes
our resources and dominates the
public's atremion Conee g trans por-
caniom during the decade oo soohar e is
wencler way. We at The Globe gedanleas:
a dlogen calls o weck conceming some
aspect ofransporracion thas—if Tdidn 'y
hive: higher priooiues—I could work
o & public relapons guy calls abowt a
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What Readers Like and Respond To

By Trosas C. Paimer Jr

Crlobe edingrs killed in 1991,

Starts & Seopa” ad mun for g coaple
o pears weekly inothe MetrodRegion
section, starting out as a lvely reposivory
for transponation ddiks—ihe Kind of
news that disdn 't misrit a longger story bug
fueeded po make M8 way o e reading
and incressinghy fmesrared commuting
prashlic,

[ thee transportation beat rha.np;lrd
_Im.rld.u & Bewr tiees, and the column
became a burving ground for press
releases thay wasren't good encugh o be
Ealcler Gar the mews columns.

Itk ower the bBeat in 1993, and for
three years oy editors and 1 ralked alwoun
reviving Stars & Spops, | Knew, a5 0
hecame more Ganiliar with the many-
Facered trmspormation soene, thar there
werg Lors of worthy irems—especially the
increasing numher of sipnificant deours
associated with the Rig [hig=that needed
aspace of their owmn in the newspaper.

Bup we just mlked aboun i,

e ey in 1995 1 even put together o
ProtoEype bt It was st aslde, Then, in
April 1996, Ciny Editor Tenssa Hanafin my
boss, saicl, in effeol “Let’s do it mexe
week, [T'H mam on Monday.” The column |
cobbled tegrether, and those that have run
weekly since, have brought & resprorse:
than is mothing shor of stunning. For a
fewr oo reasons, some of which we did
niot boreses, it has been 2 huge hic with
reiders, praniding a connection that
new papErs used to havee B years o
haed Fose aned hiave been :Iﬂrwmu,-ly iyl
o me-estahlish, The colbwmn has provided
A service; it has involved readers in
improving thedr daily commune; it has
satizfied o need readers have o complete

Il wag i tred old column thar Boston

new program for crgonoanics fraining
that the company he represents is pro-
vidlimg 1o baggage handlers ar Uniged
Airlirses. A bunch of kigls gt iniesa l'||;lj||;
o the way home from school on the
MBTAamd threaten passengess, & group
oo Ammitriks wowrkiers calls g0 comtenad thae
thicy are being discrirninated against on
thic: joob. The MBTA is celebmating the
LO0th anniversary of s submwiy system.
Then there are the wish-list projeces

a cirele of communication thar hod
become uncomiortably one-sided, and i
alliwed 2 humanization of 2 mediom that
by its nature arsd poeeer bas alenabed
many people.

It has drawm positive comments the
likes of which reporters and editors mrely
bear these davs,

“Hi therg, S&5, I've been a reader cver
since you began, and [ ook forwand o
yoar meekly column!” writes one E-
mdiler,

“Thanks for your weckly insights and
help, ™ writes Greg from Somerlle,

“Thanks for a very usefal column,”
writes Barry from Maymand.

“¥Wour column ds ome of my 'cin'n miss”
assignments on Monday's, " writes Jim,

Yo probably havwe the best colimn in
the whaole paper,” writcs Gerry. (Dhon's
rell Mike Barnicle, O

That first column had four pares: a lead-
in mindcolumn on 4 curtent uses-on-
ented transpaean o mopic; @ place for 4
direct responze o Inquirtes (which we
hoped for, of course, but as vet had none
o, and eveniually named "We geo ler
pera. )y @ short Selod-dot-clid” section of
developments and facoeal one-liners [“Pi
stopa”), and, finally, a section on deours
amcl Gther changes that commuers
needed to know abowt {*You can't get
there. ..},

Wi have heen receiing about 100 E-
minl Ersquiries @ month ciirected o Stacs
& Sops, W also get docens mone letters
o cards a month in e regular ooail
could wripe the entire ooluwmn just based
o e conmanis and questions thal
coame from within The Globe bailding

The Sears & Swops column coencepi has
been so successiul that we have ried o

and thelr sponsors

Even before the Big Dig is done and
paid for, there are advocates for the
Bort h-5outh Rail Link, anundergroumnd
turnel linking Boston s tano rmajoer frain
stations anad the commuter-rail systems
on both ends of the city. But many
peae think that is a boondogegle, that
the et spare few hillion dollarsshoald
e spent instead on the Urban Ring,
circumferential transit route at the pe-

clane it. We now have put the consumer
e prirters’ material in a Scarts-like Bormat
on Sundays, and the relighon wrinec's
."i.nmnh’. nEFi-!rInEp: as well I'Ilq.r are
attractive and reacdzhle; and both columns
are drawing sl from neadem.

Without sofi-pedaling foecipn news or
anything else that has been a traditional
part of the paper, we are giving peopla
e G whkal it = they respeand we Andd
respond they do o a user-orcned
transporiathen colipmn whose content is
largely dictated by thedir cwn questions
and codmenee,

Weve helped get 5 dearer “Lanes
Frl'r:w:' ﬂﬂn an Eowte 128 ai Roure 9, and
woe"ve spurred the Massachusens Highaay
Drepartimicnt into ssnoothing out the
heaving pavement af the mouth of the
Crersary Souare Tunnel.

T important featares of the column
ave Lha it is persomal—we wse firse manses
and homeoommns—and the one i Hghr,
Stmte officizls don't abssys like the fact
chiar we poke fun ac their inevitgble
excuses and endiess promises, or that we
shewer their habinel rranspo-jarpon. But
readers up against the system in their
wrinding coanmuies—facedl with “Seck
Abtermate Boute™ signs when there e no
viable alvernate routcs—seem o love it
Anc there ks wo Hide place for humor in'a
tmeclivm devoted argely o bringing
people accounis of what is wrong with
the world they Lise in.

Srans & Soops s @ suocess heciause
penple like to contribute and Becatbe e
respond (o whin they have o say. [ deaks
nior with politics, which they ofien feel
deesn't affect them, but with roed signs,
which clo Ml

clrmeter of the city, linking underdeyel-
oped neighborhoods o areas where
there are jobs and oppomunites, For
most ol these constimuencies, The Globe
or The Herald is the only outleg; local
televizion stations ire not geing to find
time for these stories in their precious
bew meinutes bor newes,

Bt for this decade orsothe Dig Dig
i% a oy priority—one that ane editor |
wiork for said he thoughe should be
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rovadde @ Foll-gieme beat imdrsell, sipraraic
froam e pest of tEnspostanion

It is surprising, on o peoject [} 1)
penerates Herally rooms full of doou-
rivenits, that pageer s nol more of a factor
i reporting Even lackog alaw degree,
I can usually fgure ot fepal language
when reponing. Bul enginecring s
another matrer. Most of the documents
I have seen asscoiated with the Big Dig
might as well have been writtén in
some foreign Bnguage. | almaost always
necded someans o interpret them tor
me, 5o | haven't made much use of
doeuments, When another reporter ind
I were preparing i three-part series on
the project back in 14, we pored
thirough boxes of paper, identified some
letters aml memaos that either looked
suspricicos o about which we iod ques-
ticows, vl asked for copies. Butin many
Caise e mache lictle use of those, ad
somewedidn't even pick up. The docu-
ments by and lange just doaa't tell the
stories by themseboes, we found. In
fact, on mode than e eocasion | have
been sent—anonymously—stacks of
douments relating o one contract or
anothir on the Big Dig, The senders
{often no doubt sceking o damage a
competitor) suppose that these docu-
ments will readily tell a story of wasie or
fraud or payrolkpadding or something
else newsworthey. Tn G, che dooumientis
wif C0 my hesk for monithis, “t'rH.'l.‘.l.IiH“
no story at all, unless 1 can come ap
with someone 10 interpret them for
e, Ira wary, the project is so complex
that almost wny part that a reporter
semzbes 0oy lesurn bt ake= 2 utor

Soumetimes even the words thar Fall
froam the lips of the officeal public spokes-
persons of the project ane bewlldering.
“Thev'ee acking a 7 2-inch sewer pipe
through o Purchase Soeer,” said the
Big Dig's Terry Boowm,

Thus, 1 say, | often foel like 1 oover
this job by Braille, An acquaintince, or
a friend of a frend, or a tipster—anony-
rnous or ctherwise—oill call with soame-
thing that sounds plawsible. 1 wall work
the edges of the story, calling anyome |
know whomight know something shoue
that area: police overtime, say, or the
ust of jet fans in twnnel ventilation
buiktings, !b'l}" irvitial m}:.ll 1% [0 & bstEn-
tiate: the: tipr just enough, toleam enough
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Fiinn owwney o Beerres Cesteu SesunsTovem e

Treaffte continares to Mo s comstrmetion

Pl'ﬂn.'-l'l"n"lli Lo H@ I'..IE

abone i tho when | mlk oo those in
cheirge Dwill somnd sullicientdy informexd
thar they will choose w open up and
tell me the whole swory, eather than
storewall or iy to discourage me.

I ke g | ogen s particalarly sensi
tive, i will e kicked wp oo Zuk's level
almiose instantly. That tm isell wsually
iclls me there (s something o fo Fuk’s
first reaction s usually a combination
of a limdted number of facts—and lots
of spin. Faced recently with a stinging
letter from the state's environmental
secrotary saying the Big Dig was behind
in its commitmens o provide harbor
coammuter-boat service, Zuk characier-
istically pr-l,m-uunl:_'{.-l;l this l.]_l::lu-l:] ChEs,
saving that after abrief delay the service
wortld b superior toanmything it would
have heen had it startedd on tme, He is
i lavwrver, usually very careful ard opegue
with words when on the record. When
1 press, and especially shen | abou
o write 4 rpther severe version of, say,
a consaliant s asscssment ol the pesfor-
mance of Big g management, | will
usuially get the vivid, gory details—aoft
thie record, of oourse. And my real job s
1o shoehorn as much of that tree story
inco the paper as | can, however ois-
tastefnl or cmbarrassing that may be to
the plavers. All of the politcal types on

the project, right up to the chairman of
thie Massachuscns Turnpike Authoriy,
are highly offended if vou aceuse them
of Iving o vou, and very seldom does
what you are told as a reporter qualify
as a le. Bur soanedmes the answers
purm oul o be so carcfully stared thar

they might gqualify as virmual les. My

antenmae go upwhen Zuk furns on the

Lwverspeak

"W are confident that we will man-
agie to thee 5 1084 billion” cost goal. Zuk
tokd mee not long ago. Then he called
back v alier the statement slightly: ©1
am comficlernt thers are shes W can
take 1o move us back o the $10.4 bil-
lion.” Cserved Joe Barresi, 1 senior
fellow at the MoCormack [mstitute,
“They' re very sensitsvee about the S 104
billicm. ™

When Pve got a solid story involving
crivicism of the Big Dig forthe nexday,
I'm maturally eorn hermeen being safer—
calling at the last minute for 2 com-
ment. 50 that news doesn't leak out to
my competition cary enough for them
1 act on it—and being more generons,
which means giving project managers
meare fime b cespond, One real im-
pediment to calling each-for aresponse,
hermeever, is the rush of calls that fypi-
cally come in fromm stite trans portation
manigers trying—always offsthe-
record=—io mlk me out of writing the
SOy, f':lr:inll.l-ﬁl:'l:a.:ri:ligil.'l'l'l.-t- I'HH,H,:'rIfH:-
story, the more ferocious the calls From
those in the transporEuon alfioes who
witrkl 1o debate the value of the stos—
ancl, if that [ails, wsually impuagn the
genecil integrity of the media in their
treatment of this controversinl project.
Al this akes place bemween % and 7
p.m., whendeadlines are fastapprozch-
ing or past and when | need o be
writing, not answering the phone and
cigaghng in emotional, sometimes per-
sonal argumenis.,

A nummibeer of the reponters who are
miost oritical of the Big Dig—wsbio in fact
seldom i ever werite anything but nega-
tive: stories abowr it—aoperate, 1 think,
frovm the premise that it should ot
have beenundertakenin the first place
TI‘It‘ierI:II'I'II“!.IiI:' t.u:ul A pEpeEsATS L Fst= Bcw
brirag i1 toea haalt, That seemes tome to be
vy shortseeivted, mkin o the poo-popiu-
lar attitude in the years after Walergate



thit one wias m 3 sucoeasiul reporter
unless one had cose a few burcaucries
theie jobs, o prot soeme businessman in
fail. And never is there a shormage of
critics 1o quone,

Sermtor Robect Havern, Co-chalrman
ofthe legislamire's Teansportation Com-
mittes, commented on an mportant
bill governing the constrac ticm and op-
eration of the new Cenmral Anery
andl Ted Williams Tunpel, “There'll be
:I.1'I:-|I'IE|.'LI'iﬂ:Il;'I’ mcaby that will wantmaore
he said. “Unfortunately, this is way oo
important foe political mischied.”

abinae is important, bogh for the
B sake of Buirmess and for uphaold-

ing our credibility in the long
term. When workers ger hurr, when
costs g0 up, when consuraction snarls
tratfic. when meighborhoods complain
abour dust and nodse, those things arc
nvews and we've covered them, But the
public’s frogquent criticism thatwe dwell
only on bad mews isvalid ifwe il toell
the poasitive stories: the Big Dhigs re-
markab:ly safe workplace: the on-time
opening of its first phase, the Ted Wil
lams Tunnel; & trafic plan thar, kall
way through the project, has generated
only margimally more grombling abou
cemgesl it in Bosoon tham is roaatine in
CECENT VEIFS.

Al times The Globe has taken some
criticism {primarily on tlk eadio) for
allegedly going totr casy on the huge
project. But some of thar has come
fromm other ceporiers, whose work s
characterized by an unrelenting as-
sumpthon of bad falth, Incompemnce
and dishonesty on the pant of every Big
Dhg worker and manager, When re-
porter Charlie Sennott and T were dig-
ging up material for the three-part se-
ries om the project that we did in 1994,
weer initEally assuwmed that the seemingly
outcageous prices thar the stie hasd
paid for dcouple ofbuildings, the Analex
and the Wang, would provide some
sensational heasdlines, Bug, when we
palnstkingly reconsurucred the nego-
ceationz and the thinking that went on
b bewre: those spructures were tiken by
the project, we found thar the prices,
while high, were apparently unavoid-
able under the drowmstances, We even
huigl project ofticials recall one attorney

HIGHWAYS

wehar had gone off to another job, soae
cosilel imterview lime about whai hadd
haippened vears before, when the deci-
sion was mdde 1 tke one of the build-
irngs. iy alicart, B goet b the trath of this
and other matters we tried o apply our
shoepaticisam in both direetions. This only
seeins G,

Especially im Boston, where enthusi-
asm for public transit and @ certain
wmus el serongs (hy nadonal standards)
desire for government action combinge
withi an anti-auronwhile biss, a trans-
portation reporter is caught in the
micledle, Staying inche middle, of course,
is the challenge, and not being cap-
Pures] oo secluced o F.n.-'nrmg either
siche. whisch in the I.r.lnspl:_:rmtiun wisrldl
s either witly ransic pypses or cir-
lowvers, Hard enough is the bewildering
sy aaf just firscking the midedle—resalv-
ing thie hisgoerical RJLBC AL ol whiether
people chose cars (and sulwirhs) over
rralleys (and clthes) more or less volun-
tarily, or whether they were forced nto
thelr Chevys {and later Toyotas) by
Cretrosit, the hig bad oil companies, and
a federal povernment stampedod by
the highway lobby,

tthon, as [ do in all repoming, that

the people in and out of joumal-
ism who say objectivity s impossible
and perhaps undesirable and shouldn't
be attempied=—well, theyv're dead
wrongg, Chovany issue, howevercomplex
and tugged an by owever nuiny varying
views, @ reasonably intelligent reparer
cain corme up with a satsfacior v ohjec-
pive artiche proviced he o she wants o,
Of course there 1s no perlect olxjectiv-
iy—hit the difference beterecn thar
perfecidon and the objectviey thar is
achlevable with some dedication and
chlort is so small thae i s insignificant
Most reporters who aren't fair or objec-
pive nowhat thay prochaoce don 't want o
be,

Ar an ambitious seminar on the fus
ure of [r.J.rL'qpnrl:JI'i.:Jn in the greater
B boos are i few VEAFS LR, Ehie e were
thres davs of testimony and specches
from experts, questions from other
knowledgoable speciahsts, and Finally
comments from the audience. The cae-
wa-trnsit delsare was played] oot dr-

I take the view In covering transpor-

ing the three dayvs in many ways, One of
the last remarks from the audience,
havweeser, summced up thae real I““B-'
term dehare. The solution o the con-
gesrion problems and aie-queaticy proh-
lisns and parking problems and all the
other ills associated with this car-de-
pendent culture, he sadd, was o elimi-
nate one-acee Eoning. It was a eaphe-
mism, of course, for a program of
planned communities and limits on
sprawl and the ongoing developmesnt
that has dispersed population and pro-
duced suburban communities extend-
ing from Boston Harborout 30 miles o
Houte 495 and beyond. A reporter’s
expertise in mnsportation these dars
has 1o extend 1o development policy.
The essential lesson of the big price
of the Big Dig iz that public participa-
tion—with an end oward doing big
things but also pleasing most every-
baondy, rather than rolling over a neigh-
hoehood—eosts money.

he cost of making big projects
palatable woday is the so-called
G ER, O, POusE & term onge
suppested to me by a BBC Scotland
radio interviewer, “appeascment.”
Wharever the souff is called, accommao-
ibating the project (o everyone's necds
angl fastes and keeping the city func-
tioring while it is ongoing is costing an
estirnated 53 billion of the 8 10,8 billion
that the Big Dig is currently pegged ai,
That we did expluin, as an importand
et o orae 1994 secics om the projece.
But what we haven't been able o
fully expladin, and what | coninee oo
belicve s the single most interesing
facer of all these hig transportation
projects, is: Why can't we tell ahead of
time what they will cose® Mow, one nioan-
answer 5 s a good thing we can't,
because if we could we would never
bkl them, Only after 6 hillion has
Bt cogmumikiesd (o 3 progect, as it now
has to the Big Dig, would we really
wonsider spending what may turn oot
to be $12 hillion or more on a project
that inivially was estimated a0 2.6 hil-
lows. Morone belicves thr, had thay 820
brillicam estimaned in the mid- 1980°5 been
even o much a8 £5 billion, Congress
vl have commited iself o payving
the bulk of the cost.

Micman Beports | Woner 1997 4



| ehean e have the anseer to chis gues-
won, though Durderstand it betver than
I did when | began reporting the Big
Drigz b amcd & halfvears ago, and 1 bope
o unclerseand i even beter—and oo
albow readers w urderstamd icbeter—
by the tme | finish, The ameser in-
volves a Lot of wishiul thinking, stweady
captimism, the inability to boresee profb.
lems especially in complexs ander-
ground construction, and & certain de-
liberrate or carcless buk of ierest in
the obsiacles thar mighe be involved. It
is also possible that a vague fear of nod
betng up oo the Anancial or wehndeal
challenge leads engineers and even po-
litical leaders vo blindly comait vo buaild-
ing a visionary project, whatever the
Coast.

or me personally, the politics in

trpnsportation is o double-edged

sword, 1t puts the people | cover
£an |_.|;|.|;ln:l. Bnae it kl.ﬂ:'px my eclilors inler-
eated, They love politics, | like public
policy and reporting about tough
chiices—lotting both sides make their
Brese cases. | don't particulasly Hke cov-
crimg poliies, where superficial fac-
porrs—egpos and campaign cheses and
advertising, for example—get an inor-
dimite amount ol atiention, Butl poli-
tics tends to rule a0 many newspapers,
none inore 50 than at The Globe, N
rakes an enormous cffor o ger my
edlicors incerested (nothe mechanies of
bBuilding even such o momwmental on-
dertaking as the Big Dig. Mew tunnel-
img technigue? Forget it unless ic in-
vialves a fighit between a contractor and
the state.

I have a safery valve at The Globe for
the many readers who wane o knoaw
macare absouat bose the project is baile: the
kidls” pagge, called MewsLine, Every week,
The Gilobe runs a page devored o boys
and girls, Saff members such as myvsclf
write SU-word preces admed atyounger
minds, porhaps caplaining a linle more
than we oo nocmally, and using more
English, less of the jarpon of news soo-
nies, The ciditer of the page is verny
grafehul {she can't pay cxtra) and the
et rewarnd is that a lot of people read
it—nen just the kids. Many adults want
tis kneny mewe about the conorete and
the “rebar™ {seeel) and the surveving
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and the soil tesing and the wnneling
and chemistry and machinery and saceat
thit poes it building the Big Dig, Andd
s “h"l!' thd a oy el Chial Blackdal
awy o the kids” page several times o
yvear, But the appetite, as | see i, is for
mch mcire than we alfer now, and [ o
ekl WAk 2‘!]“‘5. the o of the |!|r|.:|'p|,.'~|.'1.
po ponl ] sk ned cndy o discoser that mne
of the prand construction fears of the
Lave 20eh Century has taken place nothe
middle of our streets and we didn't
sufficiently tell people how itwas done,

The politics of the project imvoelves
primarily two things: money and the
environment. The money issue is being
hashes] ot nowe i tenms of the com-
mitmeni thai Comgress made in ghe
108, in a climote I'I'I:.JI!FII! i e
major wirvs: The job costs a lab morg
than anyvbody thought, and there is
|'|.'Il.|l.'|'l L R ST T S [ rrgt;l:!in;; .-..|_1|_rn-|:|1-
ing under control nationally. The envi-
comrmenial issues are more comples.
They require the manspormation re-
porter 10 be familiar with the poseerful
advocacy groups, like the Conservation
Loy Fowndation, quirky loas like the
federal so-called 4(f) provision, which
protects packs, and myreiad other seem-
ingly non-rransportaton-relared decails.
As with the law, you learn about these
ssucs a5 vou do more reporting on
them, and yourcowenige beoomes mone
informed and authoritative as you gain
expernence,

o, 7 bk et the furure [ehelps
Lis repaorters, just as it does gove
ermrment oflicizls, if we hove 2

crystal ball, But, regarding most trans-
pesrtition issues, we simply don't know
Will eities pe-cmerge and suburhs fade?
Wil Washingron or the state capitals
win control of ranspomaion police?
We just can't say, and we have o e
willing, to admic that  Sometmess i
seems impossible even o sort out the
recent past: Is the privatization of high-
Wy magintenince working—or, ns crit-
s sy, i the state’s boasted spcocess
hI'I'H:IkI;.' ]I'Id mukrreers .ilI1l‘I r!:l:ll'li.FII.lI:I“'\l.t
hnﬂqﬁl with bess tax mw ATV Spmernl s
maxpayers also geting less? One thing
we oy know is that trnspontation tech.
nology will continue w spin foreard.

Today, it seems o ome, the most

important areacl progress—along with
sman” cars and “smart” higheoays—
irvedves smart ways of paving, Toll reads
woild be fapidly on their way o be-
coming a thing of the past, largely
prhased oul were it not for the rapidly
Fnrwin“ anforraine iall colleciion in-
dustey. Torronta bas a new private high-
wiy that only “members™ can wse. That
is, there are no baskers in which 1o
throw codns. If vour wehicke doesn't
have a ransponder on i, which iden-
fies vour car and amomatically pavs
yvour toll by deducting it trom an ac-
cont or puting inomn a credil card, you
can't use the road. That makes a bot
miore sense than the tme-consaming,
backipecaising, danperous Wl placis
ol tiadlay,

le=lerwe wiloy weoorkes im Tl:lh:n_:u ancl can

keep me abreast of the cutting-cdge
developments in “clectronie money "
ar simart cards. This is a business stoey,
a wechmology story, but i s one that |
am convinced has a special importance
in the transportation world. There is
cnough o keep up on without a topic
this diseantly related from teaffic on dhe
Expressway, But | follow it because |
am convinced thar the frst widespread
public use of money cards may well be
in transit systems, and that use will
spread toreall purchases. [tis hagpen-
ing in Hong Kong and in Seoul. maybe
soom in London, The use of credit-cand
siwel r.||:5d ic cardls “koacked” weith ey,

Ih'l.'p in touch by Email with a

ane] reloacable, which shgh juse @ wave
ar the “mumstile” can pay transdt fres,
may be the ool tha ushers in a largely
cashless culmaee, | want tootell my pead-
crs if the local rransportation agencics
are lagming behind. The rechnology is
there moday, some in the indusery say,
but the imperus for banks and retallers
to use the cand instead of cash will onldy
come when a communiny the size of the
toaveling community bolds and wses
such a card,

That, of course, includes just about
evirvhody. That's transportation,

1 ”“I'." ke absoaar 5 perceni il this
story, bt 'm oworking o ic B
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Perpetual Paving = More Congestion

By Kerma ScHnEIDER

lived in northern Michigan, evwery

one whio knows the &8%year-old
dairy farmer describes hime as wough,
resspues b andd mariconal. Foster, the sa-
pervisor of rurel Bear Croek Township,
also i oo seeanger tooa good poliical
usslo.

Moy those very same artribues of
perscaulioy and polcy acumen have led
Foster o the civic figh of his lie. Along
with other fanmers, local govermmenn
officials and public ntercse leaders,
Fosger b= bamling vo kil a 270 million
highway bypass that the stae Depart-
ment of Transportation plams to build
through his ownship, which lies near
the coast of Lake Michigan just outside
|:|'F'F'i,'|;4:=:vlh:r:|.'. L revi ngg furthor, Foster anad

In. Al ke VEARS that &l Poster has

hih [ !“l;"'!ﬁlll"'.h II:I'rI' I.II'H,I.'!LI :I'E']'FJJI.'.;:I'IH |III:'
e o] wiith o less expensive and fess
enwvironmentally damaging alteenative
thirt usis exesting rosds

It wasn't very long ago thar new
bz hwvirys were seem as o prime syimibsol
of commmuniny progress. @ harbinger of
coonomic development, and & mea-
sure of poliical clowr. Mo longer. In
nocthern Michiganm, local leaders like
Foster have comee to necogn toe that new
highways are no blessing at all. They
intensify raffic problems, waste g for-
tune in taxpayer dollars, and exac a
iu-:ll.].' feall cam I:I‘I:'E!.:h:l'li:ll‘h.IHHIh anel e
ervironment

The Case Qgains thie F'ul!l::ml-u:'!r H-fpniw
[EI 11 EEHES s Ty T for Foster amncd other
critics to make TIH.':.-' sy thie mew roal
wonld cut in half 4 theiving dairy farm
arkd P L0 P CODNONEY thiar Feas exdsted
im rurdl Bear Creck and Resor Town-
ships for decades. It also would indoe
the assored unidentifed and ugly Av-
g boses—ithe fst-lood restaurants.
windowless superstores and 10-minuse
lubse jolnts—ihar so often land alomg-
sdider newy higrhaeavs

But the besst reason fur opposing the
bypass, Foster said, is that it is poordy

Llr_lurp_nt'n;i ;:m,li-lmplr,'lmr reecled, “This
mewe rond deesn'tmake any sense,” said
Fastier, whose ].r.l'il:l'!n;ll"lill'l.‘-l‘l.lh arrived in
the region in 15875, “IF it was buile it
winmtld e s Gar v of e thait At
woalel gake people out of their way . We
chosn e nesed e

In essence, Foster and other critics
buirvis sl Ul To Sholler [FsporsEoen
planning dogma in Michipan, They are
intcnt on showing, dghe bere i the
stare that invented mass production of
the auromobile, thar the result of G0
vears of highway construction hasbeen
o fling homes, businesses, schools and
communitiesever rtherinto the coun-
pryside. Mew roads, say opponenis, do
not selve the tralfic congestion that is
= i"rq_'q“q'nl;l}' esieed 1 j||.~:r|'l::r their exist-
Ence H:ll.lll‘l’, ITHOMTE oA el iEEFI'.i-l;'.i-trh
moee (i e porpeieating it

'I!f.-'nunn,';in.ﬁ i= gl debare in Petoskey
unusuil, Across northern Michigan, citi-
esens in Traverse City, H.l;:m;.'n:l and
Cadillac are challenging more than 2
billioan in new highway constrocion
proposcd by the scae, by far the most
aggressive and expensive highway ex-
pansion in Michigan since the 1960°s,

State highway afficiols say the nes
roads are necded o bmprove local
evnomics and reduee congestlon, Crit-
fes counter that nonhern Michigan’s
evonomy, with under 5 percent ungm-
ployment, is stronger than ifs everbeen
and that “congestion” is a felative berm
in @ region where most counties can
sl comme i mumber of teadlic |i;“_|'|1.~|
om e hamd. In dthoer L1 F [ aned i
"ll:u:u|'|i|:|H_l-:|u._ aiilar debates are un-
Fedelimgg. 15 in vime o deamacically aler o
reansporiathon policy devorsd o mov-
ing cars by bullding move roads? 15 o
saner and less |_'x||r1'|.~|i'|.'v|.'l.-| r:‘L'p:Iil"L'.'uh[-
ing highvaays while encowraging otler
Frarmns of s portation, and cven new
patcerns of development, thar ooy
people owt of their cars? Increasingly,
communities are fnding that as they

1Iﬂ'1:_']|1p wiarkalble altermatives, thie s
inbErinm sErtegy is B0 SEOp e ol

I st hoestern Indimna, Earmsers and
srmall business owmers are banling o
hall comatruction of Interstaie 69, be-
peveen Indizmapolis and Evansville. The
o] s justificd by smce ransporation
planmers on the basis thar v weould
encourage ceomimic developmene, Bun
the state’s own studics conclude the §1
bbb road weould bring rural counmies
just fowr jobs per vear, most of them
lowe-paving service posithons an the gay
spations, fst-food reseaurants and mao-
teels thiat woorulal e bt ot neew highway
interchanges

Keuth Sebender £ an envivanavental woviier,
crficmiridie, sl refo Jowienieior g
Execurive Eireetor of the Michigan Land Lie
msriruse, @ menprofic eoonanni e ennivon-
mierial poliey vesesrch grongp Bared in
Remzownia, Selmeidery work exploves she mix
af feeteral and rhare paficy, evlimeral trevds and
pedivived s ohat fnave coniriised fo o
sty patiern of devedapement Nt futr corne &
fe kemowyy sr ridmerdan sorawd. M arsicie
appear weprcdirip B it aned aatieed
purbiicaitans, ciuding The Dietrofe Free
Presr, Traverse Magazivs, The Newr York
Vemes and she Destutne s grarterly mapaciae,
the Crreat Lakee Bulletin. Sobrelder gl o
harrat oo Martfood Pubdic Raaioy “Liviag on
gy =
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Hundreds ol citizens in Lake
Counry, I, have turned o a
public meedngs o oppose a
e h:ghw:q.-' |'|1:|n||.t-|:l I'|-_'!.I ihie
Mlirexis Tolloay Authority thae
el main 1090 peres of wet-
fands, cut througgh 1,200 aeres
af p:.rky anid N lie=lals, amd
caniae A homes w0 be demsol-
I:\J'It'\d.TI::I'.'W:I:-'.ILII"ILEiIJI‘.‘m".\|.I-:I
initially justified the expensive
mew ol on che basis thar i
veou bd pelieve congestion, have
stnce acknowledped it would
have no effect on exisolng tral-
fic problems.

In the Cleveland metropoli-
pam reglon, mayors [fom inner
suburbs havve podned withCleve-
hnd officials to pressuare the
state to stop building new roads and
start repairing old anes. Theyare doing
acr to el the mot=so-hidden subsidy
that new roads provide to lure busis
nesses and families our of older come
munities and plunk them down in the
newer suburhs on the fringe, They say
the keng-teem vitality of the entlre re-
#om is ar stake.

Perhaps the mast pivotal battke s
nerw oocurring outside Washingoon,
whasre a plan wo constrect a new beltway
beyond the famous one has caused an
uproar. Its justification, say planners,
lies in demographic trerwds, Federal fig-
ures show that 15 million of the 1%
muillicon new jobs bomo in the United
States berween V980 and 1990 were in
the suburts, i.l_'i'.'lng Fise 103 5 rEs -
cept of seitlement that planners called
“edpe cities.” and cavsing new Coamn
msstinng and traveling patterns, Accond-
ing b study by the Eno Transposta-
tion Foundation, an independent
consulting fiem in Yirginda, suburb-ro-
suburh commutes have quadeupled
sinee 19260 and now account for 44
percent of the naton’s commuting,

I'he fast-growing suburchban countics
cf northern Virginia and Maryland were
among the places where edge cities
first appearcd, People who live there
noves are sitting in ever longer tedfic
lines, aj':l:ml e of theeir time beehind
thve wehese] soame d:l}ﬁ A5H1a] t!ll,,"rl'tlvl_l- with
their children, and more cien than not
rieber wr what they see as a “mess.”
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foe Foster b daivy fara wear Petorkey Bas beea in Bis faanily for
reatrdy 1O yoare, Foaster and bis facher, Al the sipervicor of Bear
Creck Tawuship, are promoting lesr experpve wnd destruciive
alternietives tv die proposed Peteskey Bypazs.

Mow ransporadon plinnces say
thesy e come t0 the resoue with a lavish
ard disputed plan o build an outer
beltoway o reduce congestion. Thebatthe
has anracied the attention of the Clinmon
Achmunistration aned FgETE Ak firme
when lwwmakers are debating the res
newal ol the Inrermodal Surface Trans-
parfation and Efficiency Act (15TEA).
the nation’s transportation policy [

Rep, Bl Shuster, & Bepublican of
Penreyhvani arl chainman ofthe Howse
Transportation end lnlFsiro e Come-
mittee, cites the heavy effic in the
Virginda suburhs and elsewhere as ovi-
demce that the nation needs o spend
even more than it does on roads. D
ing the past decads, our population has
increased 9 percent, bur our vehicke
midles traveled increased neady 40 per-
cent,” Rep. Shuster said in a sipned
editorial in September in USA Today.
I,_'rppﬂ-nrnts._ including Hep. Earl
Blumenauer, a Democrat of Washing
ton imsist that more pew roads 48 coune-
terproductive. “The sprawd amd drive
sLFAlegy i 1 no-win preoposition,” sadd
Blumcnaucr in a letrer wo The Washing.
ton Fost in Seprember, “In S0 years of
concerted road buildig, we haven't
v paved our way out of congestion,”

The Cost OF New Roads

Mo gquestion, the era of the Sunday
drive is over. According 1o the 115
'I'.H_'panml;ru ot 'I'mn*-.pnrl;arinn i
mumber of cars ancd |i|¢!|l trucks i

B e e e ey e —— L .

creased from 72T million in
FEMa0 co 19% million in 1995, a
265 percent Increase. During
the s peericd, the United
Nlaboyg ]'.|n|:1r.||:|:L'|.1iu|1 gremar b i
peErcent,

Women working owtsice the
hewne nsed cars, Working [ar-
cius, weary of shurtling their
kicls, are declaring peresonal In-
dependence Dayvs amd buy their
tecnagers cars. Families spend
an average of $5000 per ve-
higlie peer year, yet one in five
own three or more vehicles,
according o the Census Bu-
reztu. The sheer numbers of
s sl !I'H_I‘I.r irscks have e
dueed what federal and ste
I:rJ.r'ch:qu-rI:Hi.-;l:l'l cillicials ¢l “in-
undation” of the highwirs, Viewed
salely from this perspective, it is easy o
see why e phinnerss ace calling for
e rogds, Al the grass noons, thoagh,
the debvare has maken on new dimen-
sions. With bumper-to-bumper te-ups
spreaciing o the suburbs amd rucal ar-
cias, the ceonomic, envirenmental and
social costs of a car-dominated trans-
poriAeen SYSEcin 5 CAUSInG @ SOr in
American commmianities unlike amything
seen proviousty.

Since 1985, the Unied States has
spent nearcly #1 trillion oo transport -
Hon impresement, most of i on roads,
arl drivers report that congestion al-
st l,"l.'l,_'r’-'l«'lu'h e 15 worse than ever
Slimmvwhile:, cidics are spreading ot i a
rate three o six times Gster than propu-
bation growth, The hollowing our of
city centers has destroved businesses,
causcd property valucs o plummet,
marconcd the inner ciny poor, woak-
ened public school systems, drasocally
increased criminal violence, and con-
tribared 1o the loss of communing,

“Por Morth Amserica, the increasinghy
imbalanced relativnship between the
car and ity s a frux dssue—a proslem
that lurks unattended behind seores ol
athers,” said Alan Thein Durning. an
author anel Fxecutive Dirccior of the
Mot hwest Environment Watch, an en-
vieonumental research growp in Scale.
Sl as v s, wee must face squanely
the fzct that unless Norh Americans
can reacrange the fenimce of dheir
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Resolving Traffic Problems Without More Roads

Beaufort, South Carolina

I the: Labe 19805, state iransporiation
officials proposed spending $10 million (o
rurn rural Highway 21 on Lady's stand and 5S¢
Hebena Esland indo a five-bame thooway,

Cisizens by the Bundreds opposed the
plan. They compilesd] persasive iidence tha
nedther population growth nor trafic conges-
tion justified the project. They alse asserted
that the road wonld encourage the consonic.
tion of strip mals and ruin 4 sensitive land-
seape of tidal creeks, Bim felds and Afrcan-
Amevican hisioric slies.

Lt December, as 4 ditect resub of
citizen ¢fforts, the projoct was rodrawn 1o
ediminate widening on St Helean and in the
rural regions of Lady's Istand.

The sia-year smiggle over e road also
yiekded ather benehits. it hetped s promi
Changes in local views aboul iransportiGon
and and nse, EBeaufort Coanty now 15 consid-
ering 3 rew land ose plan designed o pre-
serve rural areas by confining invecimends in
e rods, sevvers and witer projecs
regions that already have been developed.

Condact; Dana Beach, Sowth Caralma
Coastal Conseneation Leapgue, PO Box 17065,
Charlesion, G 29402-0940; Tel, 803-723-
B35

Cathedral City, California

When old =tate Highway 111 was wid-
eoed in the 19700 owside the city, 0 asiracted
rampant strip development, and mest of the
dwritown shops closed. The city firmred s
A-member lask force, which hired Michael
Frepdman, a 5an Francisce-based planning
specialist, tomake the commercial area along
the highway mone appealing o pedestrians,
ard therehy improve business downbovm,

cities, neither cars nor cities noe Moeth
American socicrics in general will func-
won tercibly well, "

Road building akso exaces orhe e heavy
COrELE:

Im D990, 401,500 Amenicans wers
killed in traftic accidents—more than
by puns and drgs combined. Traffic
accidents are now the leading cause of
elemaih armnomngy beenkgers Al the desi-
s b raise speed lmits several years

Fressdman’s plan, approved in Jung 1995,
i= tarning the hiphway inte 2 handsome tree-
lined boubevird with throwgh traffic in the
center; parking along ve sdewalks and
shops with benches gut froet Bning the strect.
The “adapable boulevard” plan also is
designed o gocommaodate other mansi, like
buas amed i,

Contact: Michae| Frecdmam, 47 Retrmy
&L, Suire 300, San Francisco, CA 94108, Tel.
415-291-9455

Middleburg, Virginia

Middleburg les along Bouse 50, which
connects the =ubarchs of northern Vingina
with Washington. In 1995, when commauter
traffic throuph Middlsburg 2o mo other
fewns had become a major problem, ihe sae
transpiriaion depariment proposed building
2 334 miltion, four-lane highway bypass.

Acoalition of citizens opposed the wpass
ad hired 3 consultant who specialized in
redducing congestion through “traffic calm-
ing.~ The coalivion then sponsored @ serbes af
public workehops o desipn 4 community
plan, which calls for comsiructing laindscaped
medizas, paizing intersections w show traffic,
urd erecting patewas weoclerdy mark wwsn
borders.

With strong support from the mayoer of
Middleburg, the Virginda Department of
Transportation agreed io ped the bypass on
bl until the albernative plan had been fully
consilered, In June of this year, the Lowdon
Connty Gommission voled brsnimoush io
sugiport the plan.

Coneact: Rouse 30 Corridor Coalition, PO
Box 1555, Middieburg, VA Z211T; Tel 540-
GET-4D55,

ago is leading o more Injurbes and |

deaths in some suwtes. In December
19945, for instance, Texas noreased
specd lmiies we 70 miles an hour o
st state-maintained rosds, I 19596,
2,741 people died on Texas highways,
an 18 porcent jump over the year be-
tore, and the highest increase in the
natican. I Montang, fatalities jumped
A0 pereent in thee firse L'ig['ll months of
1o

Chicago

The Hlinois Department of Transporia-
i sndd fhe stage Toll Highway Authority bave
projeosel several exensions of the exdsing
exlbeaay svstem inde thes northwestern and
soothwestern suburhs of Ghicapn. The pew
rowicls wowld Form 3 second, more distant
beltway o downtown, A coalition of busingss,
emvirenemental and civic groups 15 developing
an aleernative transportation stady. Tinclsdes
proposals for more rail capaciny, the widening
of existing roads, and building traditional
transit-oricnied neighborhoods near rail
SOPS.

Contaet: Emronniental Lo and Palicy
Cemer, 203 Noeth LaSalle 51, Sidie $390,
Chicago, 11 60601 ; Tel. 312-759-3400,

Prince Georges County, Md.

1.5, 301, cast of Washingtan, & 2 beavily
corgeted route, In the mid-1980°%, the
Maryiand Department of Transportation
proposed bulding an Ower Beliway, a secomd
ring bevond ihe existing Capital Beloway,

Fublic appasition to the project was
fimadiate. The trunsportation depariment
responded with 4 study of aMernatives.
Compbeted ke sumimer, the stody called for
expanding [T 5. 301 by oo banes and reserving
options for fure cail ransit, Othes pecom-
mencatians included focusing new develop-
ment in compact plansed communiies,
increasing parking fees and esmblishing iodls
b discourage traffic. The Ower Beltway: mow
s on hald,

Contact Chesapeike Bay Founditon,
111 Anmapolis 51, Annapolis, MDD 214400; Tel,
02658551 W

Amcricans make anaverage of 10 car
trips daily from their home and drive a
combined 2.2 trillion miles, more chan
revice the miles driven in 1970, Thoogh
engines are more cfficient, there are so
mamy more of them that fuel consump-
tien has imcoeased to 115 billioo gal-
lons annually, 40 billion gallons a vear
mowre dhan in 1970 "ll.:lﬁl'IH the firsi
l"iHl'l.l momng s of 1957, Amuesricans con-
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swimed a record 336G million _[.;,:.I||1l|'|n. i
day, according o the federal Energy
Inbormaiicn Adminisiranion,

The progeess the naton has made to
clear the warer and air ts now ac risk of
being reversed. Half of the air pollution
i thee Unived Stanes s produced by cars
and lght trucks; in Los Angeles, ic's 7i
pervent. Polluted runoff from roods
and pavement now peeounts for half of
all water contamination in the United
States, Releases from vehicles o the
:llmr:q-lpht-rr. ail carbon dioxide=—which
citiise wlobal warming—have incocased
po 280 million meteic tons aomually, 30
porcent more than in 19860,

Transportation and Land Use

Clearly, a different approach is war-
ranted. In April. Maryland's Democraric
governor, Parris Glendening, signed
legislation that directs the siafe's in-
vestment in roads solely to areas that
have already been developed and away
from farms and foresis

51 Louwis, Speramento, Portlard andd
Arlamea have all invested in subweay and
light eail lines. & survey in 19850 by the
Department of Transportation fourd
that househalds in cities with good
ru,.||;||i1; 1r.a|1._'-.:|_1-||-11.u1i|:1|1 SVAICITIR take 18
percent fewer car wips and wavel 36
percent fewer miles. The Clinvon Ad-
meinistration has taken noge. It formeed
an inmragency group o soudy rans-
portation and land use, with a pamica-
lar ¢mphasis on how to reduce federal
incentives that encourage sprawl, Last
summer, the President and Vice Presi-
dent held a rwo-day conference in Lake
Tabvwe o sprawl anel the environmen:
that included discussions about the role
new Fods play insupporting ever mose
diverse and Far-Mung patterns of devel-
apmeni.

Mo sinee the carly 1970 s, when the
MNixonAdministration produced a Lund-
mark report, “The Coses of Sprawl,” has
a White House mken such an interest in
pransportstion policy and is efeo on
patterns of development. “Inthe 19707,
the interest in sprawl and irnsporta-
cicam clied ot Lesmad coa sustained effort o
tackle the issues because there were
mure immediate ervvironmental prokb-
lems o b addreessed ™ said Harriet
Tregonimg, the Divecoor of Urbsan aind
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Economic Development at the Envie
roaumental Provection Agency and one
of the Administration’s leading experts
on the cavses of sprawl. "Ln the 190 s,
a lor al those problems—pobn-souree
alr and water pollution in pardcular—
have been addressed.

What looms ahead of us now are
erviroemeeiizl !‘Iﬂ_‘l"_lil:‘]ﬂh s izt
with the aggregace ¢ffeces of individual
ahecisions. o we commube toowork,
Where we live, What patterns of devel-
e nt ru'l.:l;,lr:lmin:ll:l}..u'illu'l'l: hicase checis
sigms conerilsine o water podlarion, air
poellugion and bow much eneegy we
use. They also conrribute wo wban dis-
investment and more spreawl.”

Mo region of the country has acoom-
plished more in transponation plan-
ning than Portland, Oregon. Unail the
late 1980)s, planning new recways in
Ohregon was. an inemal agency affair,
State engineers identified the highway
corridor, Their bosses loblded for
money, Rights of way were purchased,
“Bv the time ordinary people were e
tu.;:H].' albrrwedd 1o make comments, it
prety much was a done deal,” sadd
Keith Bartholomew, st anorney @
T0WW Frierdls of {'h'l:'!plm_ -1 l."t-:q.r.u:-l;.'lull
band use advocacy growp

In 1988, though, everyihing bepsn
tochange, That year, Oregon Transpor-
tation Department planners proposed
1o bulld a sis-lane highway bypass
threough the wheat and berry fickls of
Washingron County, west of Portkancd,
Citizens focked w public hearings 1o
champion 3 fundamentally different
transportation plan for the region,

The activists, who included Grrmers,
business: peophe and homeowners, ar-
gued than one of the pramary capses for
the increasing  traffic congestion in
Washingron County was how land was
being wsed, As suburban spraw] contin-
uerd b0 press ourward, residents had no
choboe but 0o use thew cars foreven the
simplest errands. The way to solve
gridlock, the citlzens reasoned. was o
give people more options for how o
livez aned Bvowr g0 e arouncd

Ammong the most promingn progao-
nents of the alternative '.J|'||1r|:|u-|.'l| Wik
IOy Friends of Oregon, which was
foumded by former Governor Tosm
Melall, a Rl,.';'luhl:iq.'u.l:l. Thowsand
Fricods, as it's kroveam, realised hor

r:lhl-H_l'l::I“'i:IIH_ 'II".unJ:|||1EI1:|-r|{:l:|I|||1I':.' okl
provide the model for the nation's first
2158 Cenpury transportasion and T
use plan,

Expers from arownd the eowntry
were nvited o help with the plan—
amang them were Pewer Calthorpe, a
nev-iradithonal archiwct and planner
Frvam San Francisco, and BCOMNorthwest,
a consulting firm in Bugene, Oregon,

The visionary program, directed by
Bartholomew, proposes o future For
"ﬁ-'uhinmnn Loty that looks VLY
o like the past. Financoed by foun:
darsons, the Federal i‘li!:;hw:l:r' Adlminis.
vraviom snd the Environmental Prooee-
von Ageney, it is populary known as
LUTRAL), which stands for "Land Use,
Transportation and Air Quality." The
idea behind LUFTRAC) was o establish
well-designed, compact neighbor-
hoods, with homes, stores, offices,
schawsls and recrestion centers within
w..ﬂl:ing ilistsinee of bas and mil ransd
0P

A clistinetive reason [or the F'll‘vl,,:j.'p‘am-:-
sucress was the creation of Coumpater
mwelels thar identified Aaws in the cone-
ventiomal reasoning for building new
roadls, The L1 rI'II.i.Q reserehers—in-
cluding teaffic engineers, archigecs ang
planners—were able vo peove tha ol
fie congestion is lessened by lowering
demand, not by increasing road capac
ity, The EUTRACk soudics fumher shoswed
that:

* Duilding new npeighborhoods
aronnd cransit stops, reachable by a
short walk, lowered traffic congestion
by maore than 10 percent

* Transit-orignted (as opposed o
car-oriented ] communitics sharphy re
duced householdexpensesbyenabling
Farnilies o function well with one car,
instead of reCpuiring fleets of I'H:m‘:u'l.'.l|
wichdcles,

* The project helped convinee siaw
and local officials to substiute a §1
Billion taxpaper-fimaneed highway—ithar
also would have needed millions of
diollarsa vearin maintenanoe—ior hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in privately
fincmged compact bome and business
:l:-w-hl]unrrit that i= s reet cosrvtribtor
of tax luncds 1o municipal coffers

* Transit-crientsd development al-
lomws pwice A% L HE Y chilbdren 1o :u:lﬁ::l]'
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wain thorsupdfirs rather thaw romerraciing rradisiowal grids thar wove raffic more readily

walk or riche their bicyeles 1o sehoaol

The LUTHAC plinners also suocess-
fully mude the ease thart just as railroad
suburhs in Mew York, Fhilivdelphia and
Hoston were popular at the parn of the
century, i sorong market cxists oodoy
for modern transit developmaents, The
reany projected that during the nexe 240
VIEATE, abwmi TS peerent nl"'i'i-':l~.|1i|'|§-g|li-:||1
l:".|:||_||111l,"\ new jobs and 65 percent il
the howses could be supported in Ligel
O T TS

The computer madels were S0 oon-
vincing that the Checgon Die partment of
Transportation last yvear dropped s
lam v haild the frecway and has pub-
licly supporied the alermaive pat for-
wadd by 1000 Friends, The LUTTRAG
team also made progress on helping
the Portland region implement 8 new
lamd vz ransportation concepe e b
ghn reversing rrends in mrve] behavior
The Porlanmad prea's r|_*_ﬁi-:|-|1.ql VLT
ment, kndvwrs as Meoro, has adopted o
Larl wse plan thae calls fore

1. Enkirging a highly successbusl
light radl network

2 '|-'n,|.|'1i|1g [} [k '.-'nnillg ]ﬂ'r'n'i.ﬁ-inrﬁ
thai BTN R e Fecsrmies for beie Buaili
vm simeiller o= in ew podes-
erigm-nricnted neighbohoomds
that are within walki 1513 distzanoe
af radl and bus statons,

3. lvesring in new parks, public
facilivles and strees ther have
turned downtown Portland into
a magnet for entertainmant, new
businesses and jobs.

|-.1|r::|-' reclications roem City Beaders
andd public-interes groupes wee that the
LETRALCY approsch is wl:-rkmj;. [Suyers
are snapping up new homes and shops
close to iransil stops il prices that anc
lower than in any other metropolitan
region in the West,

LUTHACY, sxid Bartholomew, has
proved obe “a eallying podnt for people
ot sarisfcd that a high quality of life
mecessirily Includes acores of parking
lists and miles of comgested roads.”

i
i

Pspqmomy Ko Someres

!J.-J_.:}'T.' |?.'AF'.'.'.|IH Iry derecting dndffee oriko

The Petoskey Experience

There sa't any mystery about the
wause of Al Foster's disoomibfort. It's right
there, just below the broad ridge his
family has farmod for nearcly 100 vears
Et':-r:.' t-ﬁ.'u:nin-g_ like rom [:-u|1-|'.|i.||g M L
wiam skille=t, thie Ii|.mr~. swileby o in the
subdivisions cre¢ping away from
Petoskey. First one, Then another and
another: a sudden wash of white Lighi
friem mewe homes and cars and - stoee
I:||||r'|.~. FEaehmomihy, irscemes, l|l|.':r A
Gurthesr o, an unyvielding advance that
hicles the stars and theeatens oo ohscure
a way of life on the northern coast of
Lake Michigam,

For some in the region's fBirm com-
ey, Petoskey's sprawl has meant
fast-rising Land prices and enormouws
riches wohen thie time came to scll o
Fosner mever connted] himasll AT
those who sae specubitive opportunity
in gre vwvih. The Lind wias a |::|i.|.‘lh|‘i1;|'|l.
and cach conversion of a |1|._'|p_]:|::-|a-|'.~|.
fickl for new homes keft hime fecling
dlirmimishcd, Bt he kept such thooghts
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mostly o himsell Then several veors
ager Foster learned that the stae De-
pactment of Transporation wanted o
baild a 9.5 mile, 870 million bypass
through Farmlamd. The proposad rowe
would have carved a 300-foor swach
throwgh the wanship's hay and com
fields. I also swould have splitup ncarly
a dozen other farms that make up the
core of Bear Creck Township's thriving
dairy, vegetable and row crop industry
W don't necd that road, If they hacd
asked us, that's what we would have
tobd them,” saidd Fosger. “But they never
asked, They just said this 45 the wav ie's
going to be”

caber and other Ermers |-:|,|_11_-|.-i_|__1.-
influence the governing boards
of Bear Creck and Resoat towns
ships. With the hacking of the majority
of resddents, the towenships opened their
treasurics to hire lowyers, tochnical
experts and consultants. They broughe
foreard evidence questioning whether
Petoskey had a "traffic problem” in the
first place, And they buile a formidable
cociliteon witkh ithe 'Pﬂq_n.kl:f l'.';ir:r {amiaiis
cil, environmental groups, the Michi-
gan Farm Burceau Federation, and hun-
dreds of residents 1o oppose the mew
roed as a menace fo the m eoonomy
and the small towm way of life,
UWE e Doanie a3 Iurlg Wy frosm the
davs when transporation was designed
mE:-r[arn‘mrs ot o Ve amiecl and allowe
goods o o o macker,” said Hank
Drittrnar, Executive Dheeetor of the S
face Transpootation Policy Project, a
natiol coalivion based in Washingron
thae is working o reform rransporia-
ton posliey. “NMow road investment in
rural areas s largely about land conver-
gion, rom Brmland and recreational
space to Wal-Marts and MclDonabds. That
is i process of disinvestment in small
towms, and a priscess that oreas a3
situation where Firming is less anad less
vizthle, Farmoers unddersizandd his, Al a1
leass part of the fight in Congress is
directed ar reversing this process,.”
The surprise in Petoskey, if there s
ome, is that the debsite over transporta-
ticrn and kol wse dichn’t happsen sooner
This ity of 6,000 is well-known for is
tree-lined strects, Vicrorkan anchdiecourne
and breatheaking views of the ¢namel
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blue waters of Lake Michigan. Just be- |

yond the cicy boundary, preen forested
hills as round as a car’s back overlook
miles of prime farmland in Bear Creek
and Resort Townships, Industrial and
professional familics of Chicago and
Drectroit have sought out the region as a
summer playground for 100 yeurs

he problems began when their
I heirs hegan 1o view Petosheyas 4
place worthy of Rull-time resi-
tdlence. The population of Emmer
County has now Increased 0 some
2R,000 people, 54 porcent more than
imn 1980, During the summer, the popu-
favion swells o more than 45,000
poople. Thevehdcle population is grom-
i even faster. Most of the prowth has
beem im the rovo wwnships on the city's
cuskirts, And more B ooming. Hooses
are popping up on the ridges o ke
achvantagre of views of the big lake, Wal.
Mart has arrived, A 3600 million devel-
opment is being Built along Lake Michi.
gan that could soon add 6,000 more
peaple. Im 19906, the National Trast For
Histore Preservation namaod Peroskoy
ome of the most endangered places in
the United] States,

It is for these reasons, and several
maore, theit Herl Carlsan, a verired cir
dealer and Petoskey's former mayor,
steadBstly supported the comsirueiion
ol a bypass. vwould relicve the conges-
ticen, which, he contends, could harm
the area's quality of life and is getting
waorss, particalary insummer, “We have
ane main highway, U5, 31, that goes
through tomm and §0s carrying more
trakhic every year” Carlson said in an
interview, "We've gob a problem now
with congestion, And we're going to
have a worse probdem 30 vears From
now if we don't do something. And
that's why e proposed the bypass”

When Carlson and 2 committec e
chaired introduced the idea n the fall
af T9A7, it cioused an irnmedie rockus.
The local chamber of commence, the
Emmer County Board of Commission-
ers and many wealthy summer people
in Petoskey supportcd the road be-
cause they belicved it would reduce
congesiion near thelr cottages. B
hundreds of residents, tuming up en
masse a1 public hearings, denounced

the new road, saving (1 was unneces-
sary, 4 wasie of money, and would
accelerate sprawl.

"People understood right away what
it meant, and opposition has been
strong from the very beginning,™ said
Tichhie Rohe, 2 former Bmmet County
Commissionmer

Eaohe and other eritics said the by.
pass plan lacked imagimarion and fore.
sight, One of the reasons raffic is get-
ting worsec, opponents §5av, 1§ thiat
Petoskey & repoating the mistakes of
other reglons. A Balkanbecd develop-
iment panern has raken hold with pods
for shopping. offices, housing, schools,
recreationareas and industry springing
up across the forested landscape, The
only thing thiat connects one pod tothe
others are increasinghy cromeded roads
Morcover, the new housing pods fea-
ture cul-di-sacs for streets instesd of
the traglitional ETTHE S Ik Hl'il:l. 1han
hedps o move tealfic, Each cul-de-sae
empies ity teelie one a feeder foute,

iewed om the air nostherm

Michigan's now subdivisions

loak  biological, ke frozen
sperm cells survounding 4 centeal wre
han egg. Ending such free-flowing por.
terns of development and deawing
homes and businesses closer oo
Petoskey's downlown s the solution o
the walffic “problems” that the staie
highway deparmmment and some resd-
dents perceive,

That s 3 discussicn that hazbegpan in
earnest, In Petoskey, the proposaed by
pitss has advanced the civic debate over
furmband preservacion and the rural
apuality of life by focusing an the links
Te=tween rocd building and sprawl. The
persistent response in the region slowed
the rransportition depamment’s plan.
ning work, By adodeessing the comse-
quences o the lamdscape and commu-
nitics instead of how to move cars, Farm
beadiers foud & waay to rally thieir ncdgh-
Teiwrs @nd safepuard a way of life. It is a
lesson that other American communi-
ties would do owell (o kearm, and o
which lammakers in Washington, and
eviery state capital, ought to pay close
attention W



Road Rage in the West

By Howaro Berkes

oads migpered rage long before obscenites and gun-

fire encroached on the dally uwdban comomute, cspe-

ially in the vast and empiy lindscapes of the American

West, Good roads are stll rare there, and little angers some

Westerners more than roads; Even the loneliest roads in the

miast remoie places frpper Loasuits, threats of violence and
rebellion,

This may be hard o fathom while stranded in frecwsay
gridiock or dodging the potholes of crumbling city strects,
but the distant and disparate communities of the rural West
desperately depend on the few rosds thae HBak them, even
when the roads are gravel or dirtor dusty icecks in the desert.
I facr, the rougher the road, the more imporant it may e
in the bastle for conirol of millions ofacres of publicly owmned
and federally managed land in the West.

That's what Cal Black understood when he fired up a
bulldorer almiost 20 vears ago, lowered the blade, and carved
a path straight and wide ina Urah canyon. He didn't gofar bue
County Commissioner Plack made his podnt. Local people
hadd been using the canyon bogiom as a thoroughfare for
cattle, The path they made, he reasoned, constituted a road.
And since it was a road, the canyon could nor be designoted
wilderness under federml law, The federal government pro-
postd wilderness designation for the canyon and Black and
other local people fearcd their acoess to the canyon would
become restricted. 5o v be safe, he psed the county posd
grader o make the canyon bomom more demonsorably o
road,
Thar act of civil disobedience was pan of the Sapebroash
Rebellion in wiich many rural Westerners sought 1o gain
contral of federal land in the American West. The rebellion
Faded with the 1980 electon of Ronald RBeagan as President
and the appoinment of [ames Ware as Secretary of the
Insterior,

But the rebellion and road wars are back, In recens years,
bulldozers in Mevada and Utah have been sent somaping into
protected places and those proposed for protection. One of
the romuds has beéen the subject of Tawsuits, coun hearings,
federal negotiations and even the intervention of President
Clineon. The Burre Trail bn southern Uiah has long been more
of a road than (s name implies. Fifteen pears ago, icwas rough
and dusty in dry weather, a civer of muck when wet. [T snaked
arpund white sandstone mesas and into narroor canyons with
wialls as red as sunbumed skin. When it came toa creek b
didn't dse vo a bridge. Tt simply plunged in and climbed ouc
Diriving the Burr Trail’s 66 miles was an eye-popplng, spine-
cracking adventure,

The few people who lived near the Burr Trail considered
its potential unfulfilled. Pave it smooth its sharp switchbacks

and bridge the crecks and dry washes, and the Buer Treall
could bring prosperity to oné of the peorest reglons of Utah,
Tourisis might flock oo it, unafraid of fash foods and car-
swallowing mud. Prospectors for mincrals and oil and gas
woulkd find it relishble. And local folks could wse it as 2
shoriout, siving hours when dnving (o town,

Canyon hikers ind envircomentalists wanted 1o leave the
road rough. They didn't want pavement and Winnebagos
diminizhing theiradveniure. They fearcd mines and drilling
rigs in a place so o wikd and remore it was the last region
mapped in the lower 48 states

S0 for 15 years the Burr Tradl has been a banlegrownd, for
bulldozers, kegal bricfs and ducling edivwrials, People even
argue about it in coffee shops. President Clnron entered the
fray last vear, declanng the region the Greand Smircase-
Escalante Mational Monument. An act of rebellion on the
Burr Trall lead, in part, oo the President's acolon. County
Commissioners in southern Urah had beenwinning the Burr
Trail batdes. Most of the road s now paved and bridges and
culveris cross its streams, Bt that didn®t satshy Commission-
ers in Garfield County, Two vears agoe, they sent their road
grider v the lase unpaved section of the road, The bulldoser
crossed into Capitol Reef Maticonal Park and, without permis-
siven, it ot only widened the road, it obliverated a hillside
inzide the NMational Park. The National Park Service and
covironmentalises went ballistc,

This act of defiance was proof to some Clinton administra-
vien officials that the area needed w be protected from the
people lving arcund it That and Congeess's failure 1o de-
clare the region 8 wilderness gave the President a mocal
imperative to oot {there was also the political imperative of a
prand environmental gesoure before the 1996 clecdon m
sulidify suppont - among environmenalists), The President
used his executive powers o pame the area 3 Natbonal
MoOonument,

The monument designation doesn't change the status of
the Burer Trail, Wanything, it's attracting more sightseers and
El:ndlng thi Fervor to pave the final 16 miles, Bt the federal
government is standing firm. It's suing Gacfield County Tor
the damage it caused o the road and dhe hillside in Capiwl
Heef Matkonal Park And it wants a federal courr 1o establish
a precedent and rule thar roads like the Burer Trail cannon be
used to assert boncal conieal over federal land. The lasesuit is
st for trial next spring. B

Fovrrd Bevkes b5 Nisman Felfow e Hlarvard Unfversiey and o
Sereigr Catrroipendent ar Matiomal Pubdic Rudio. He oo sraveled the
paved taghmeys avd dive noads off the Americen Wear for 5 pears
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Paved with Gold

The Unappreciated World of Highway Finance

By Davin LUBEROFF

omey—whio gets it and whore
it cormass roan—is at the heart
of transportation politics. And

when it coames o hlghways and rransic,
there 15 plenty of money i question.
The problem., asrepormemswell know, is
that there never seems to be cnough
money o go around, amd even aber
major projects are begun they always
wiined up costing much mase than chey
W ma;1|'||:|.-||::1 ca.

The guestions for reponters, there-
fovre, are how much money, where does
it come from, and where does it go?

The fiest thing 1o appreciare in an-
swering these questions s the shoer
magnitude of rransporaten spending
in the Lhmdved States. In 1993, for ex-
ample, all levels of government in the
United Starcs spent #3687 hillion on
highways—more than they spent on
police or fire protection, natural re-
SOUMCES, sewape treatment, housingand
community development, or parks and
ricreation, Pur another way, the only
things we spend mare on than high-
WS e entitlement [, aerhuca-
L, inperest, public wellre, hospitals
and government adminisiration.

Transporation also i particulary
important oo stare polcvmakers bocause
after Medicaicd, the federal highwsay-aid
program is the lacgest direct grane that
the federal government makes to state
povernments. Small wonder then that
states thar believe they “lose™ n exist-
ing funding formulas are fghting bit-
terty to change those formukas while
thoese that “win”™ are fighting just as hard
ber proatect them

The sccomed thing wappreciane aboog
highway spending is that contrary o
popular perceptions thar spending on
rods i= falling yovhich inonaen is cawsing

& Micman Reports [ Winier 1997

roncks and beidges 1o crumble), wogal
spending tn both highwies and timsin
is At an alk-time highe & 1995 Congres.
sl Budger Office report, for cx-
amgre, found thar i constane (thart is
infatom-adjusted) dollars, tonml spend-
ing by all levels of government on trans-
portatioen rose from 857 hillion in Fiscal
Year 1960, to 876 hillion in 1970w 851
billion in 1980, Afer decliniog in the
carly 1980°%, spending began rising
aggatin andl by Y 1990 (the last pear CHEO
bl claga available) it hid cisen po 200
billicn.

These inereases held across all im-
poctant modes of wansportation. In
constant dollars, highway spending
ween L up by 50 perceni, froam 44 billion
i P90 i 02 billion in 199 spend-
ing on transi increased fivefold (frodm
£3.5 Billic tor § 18,5 billiom); amd avia-
tion spending tripled (godng from $4.2
t H12.0 billion). Subscquent reports
by the U5, Department of Transporma-
fion indicare thar these rends have
continued through the mid-1990s
I:Iu:u.lgh. theere appers to hawe heen a
shight decline in spending in 1993, the
st year for which staristics are avadl-
able,

The overall increases in spending
miask another impoean oreod: o shil
in responsitbilicy for funding highways.
Thus, in percentage teoms, while the
fedberal share of speending rose juseafier
prtssigee of the Interstace Highwy amd
Defense sctob 1956, it has been declin-
ingg since thi 1..*.1r|g.-' 160 s, Meanwhibe
bevth thee state anad local shares of spend-
ing have increased. This rend s in
keeping with the literamure oneconomic
ile=y elopment W1lililh1lﬁm‘h1hlll.ll roracis
and other ransportation facilivies con-
tribute significantly o regional eco-

nomic compaelitiveness, For this ne-
s, achodars—such s former Director
off the: Oifece of Management and Bucd-
goet, Alice Riviin—gencrally belicve that
states and localities, nim the national
government, should pay for such
projects. The economic reality, howe-
ever, must compete with the paliceal
reality that projects are much more
feasible when hunding comes from
higher levels of government and ben-
eficiarics don't believe they have o foot
the hill for them, Conseguently, state
arl loseald :ermlx:, iile mH_wiIhI'nlsim;eﬂwh
e lose fodTunmes &re I.'iE-l.lIl:'ni-[ﬁEL'i:lit;]‘nl;EEs
{such as developers, newspapers anc
utility companics) often lobby Wash-
ington intensely for money

Lrtandd Laberafl i Asnizrane Director of ihe
Tawbman Cewter for Sore art Laved (rap-
errtie af ! Universinys Kenuey
Sedood of Covernensent, He b aho o coferntis
o ATy Fives for Croverning Maga-
sime, Aleng wieh Al Aliobeler, b covrvenly
i wriving & boak on the politics of vecent
Lirge rrassportation profecrs ik @i Beron 't
Coerrtwntd Artersd Tiermed prafeet avad the near
e Ingerntional Airpore



Where Docs the Money

Come From?

Thee Funcds thain pay o highways come
from several sources, most significantly
raxes on Easaline. A the federal level, i
is critical o remember that unlike all
other industrialized countries the L5,
federal government historically did mor
use gascdine tox revenues for anvthing
other than highway improvements, In
the 1970s arad 1980, however, some
FBits LLXes were clevosted 1o transit amdd in
Logh aned 1995 e fedderal government
used increases in gasoling axes for
deficit reduction,

Since 199%, there have heen several
gpuict but extremely significant shifis in
how the federal government aocouns
for this money. Inltally, the money
radsesd fromm gas teees for deficn reduc-
tion was credited 1o the federal
government’s general fund while the
rest of the money was orediced 1o the
Highway Truse Fond, In recent vears,
b WLV, highw:nl,f interests anc semdor
miemilsers ol l:l:!rl“rl."ﬁ:“l,bl‘l:l' Lranssoria-
tion coonmiitess hoive succeeded i
having all gas pax recedps credited oo
the Highway Treust Fundd.

At ong level this is merely an ac-
COMINinE Cxercise because when the
lederal deficit s caleulared, all funds
are included, regardless of whisch “ac-
counts” they were credited o, A an-
otheer level, howeever, the shift sers the
stage for potent arguments that federal
plicymakers are inappropriagely ws-
ing gas taxes that should be used o
baildd rosds to missk the federal deficic
Indeed, such arguments are currently
huillﬂ_ Banclied dbeamni in the inbenss
dlehares oot Bove mioeh to ._'~p1.-1'|1_1 i fhe
mest federal-aid surfice trRansporiaion
act. The Amervican Hoad & Transporta-
o Builders Association, o 1_'5:.||:|||1|-r_
contended in 4 recent press release
that because a Senare bill reauthorizing
surface transportation falls wo spend all
rooarvey deposited im the Highway Trust
Fund it “would return anly 75 percent
of the highway user fees collected by
the states back to them for highway and
hridge sifety improvements,”

Like the federal grvernment, more
thizm eoecs thireds of the seages hpove raisesl
their gos pses sinee 1990, although
almoesr all thar money has gone inio
transpoctation imgerovements, Desine
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the inereases, however, there still is
widle variition amaong state gas Gocrates,
which AT Fromm bess thom 10 cenis 2
galbon im Ceeorgiz b moee than 30 cents
a gillon in Connecticun

Bonds afso are an increasingly im-
poetant source of femds For highway
improvements, rising, according ro The
Eoad Information Project. from alwout 5
percent of all highway funds ralsed by
states in [9E2 wo almost 14 percent of
such fumcks in 1992, As with mokor fuel
faxes, states vary widely in their use of
bonuals, At the end of 1995, for example,
11 states had more than 1 billion in
highrasry bonds outstanding while 13
braa] Do thom 21000 million in ongsasineds
inge broanvds ol e urslertoark s o
rovwing for highways an all.

What #s particularly seriking abouw
seane gas tax and borrowing proposals
is that conteary 1o popular poreepions
they generally are popular with vorerss.
Thee Uirhan Instituie s George Peterson,
for example, has found that approval
rates for referendums for repairs and
rebuilding (a3 opposed o new con-
struction ) have been even higher, gen-
erlly running over 70 percent. In B,
even in the landmark 1994 elections,
mowe than 96 percent of all bonds for
higghwarys were approved by visiors

Tl s—avhich werea commmon souree
of funcs incthe eardy 19500 bat, due to
a bhan on using eolls on new Interstte
highwirys were largehy ignored unbl the
rdd- 1980 s—also have reemicrged a5 a
mmagor new source of funding. Accoed-
Ing 1o @ recent peport by the American
Associathonob Stave Highwiyand Trams-
pawrtation Officials 14 states have opened
OF sre comstructing 7.5 billicn in new
el rosds and other revenue-produg-
ing transportation facilivies such as wll
bridges. Another §16 billion in projects
is vnvcher consiclertion or on the deoss
ing Boards, The opew coads generally
have requiced tolls of more than 10
conis per mile while the older roads
generally have tolls of less than five
cents per mille, I s unclear if motocists
will acce i such talls: Bodh the recenly
ope el Dualles Grecnway, a privane ofl
road ouside of Washingron, and the
new San Joacuin ol road in Orange
Coungy, Califorpin have generaed sig-
nificantly less teaffic than anticipated,

which has torced both roads oo change
their toll schedulies and to resomscture
their binds,

I sdlediviomm oy these traghirdoms]
sources of funds, state and local
pedicymakers also are keoking ar new
taxes 10 fund roads. For example, 23
states have increased their reliinee on
oither revenue sources, sach as raxes on
renial cars, general sabes pixes, incressed
raxes on alvernanive foels, and, in the
cise of rucks, taes based on vehicle
weight and total miles traveled. In addi-
fion, 232 states reported that they en-
tered into some form of a public/pri-
vilte partmership or joint venture (o
help fund transporiation improve-
ey, Such [mnrwrn.hirl:. uxu:lll':.l in-
volve privaresector donations of Land
for new facilites or private Dincing of
new rkmps and interchanges needed o
serve new developments.

What Are We Buying?

The rise In total sponding and the
fact that highway spending socms o be
popular with voters seem paradoxical
in light of comtinued repores about de-
feriirating rocads aned beidges and ever-
greater congesthon. How can these twa
things happen at the same omc?

To begin with, some stalcments ane
rhvetorical overkill. Ina recent Washing-
tom Postartichs, forexample, Reprosen-
tative Bud Shoster (B-PA), whio chaiirs
the House Transportation amd Infra-
srructure Commtiee and i an adve
cate of significant Increases in ranspor-
ration spending, contended that
“Amcrica s growing and prospering
baat cuar e portation infrastoucture is
crumbling. " In fact, roadway condidons
arg Improving. The 1S, Deparoment of
Transporation, for example, repors
that the percentage of urban interstate
highways in poor comdition dropped
From 168 percent in 1983 to 7.7 per-
centin 1591, (In 1993 1 5. DHOT changed
its roeed r.llinﬂ.\}ﬂ.-ﬂrnm, K IV W=
e figures are not comparable with
older fgures.)

Various indexes, however, do sug-
gest that highway congestiodn 15 wars-
cning, particularly in the subuchs wheee
an Increpsingly large propordon of
Americans live and work., Thus it s
entirely possible o be spending more
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mney bt for congestion o be gradu-
ally worsening. This, in meen leads o
LUS. DN estimates that while current
spending is sufficent oo maintain dhe
phyvsical condition ofexisting rosads and
briclges, preventing congestion from
H,r.'ll.'i:l'lH_:Jn}-'utlmE Wi rl,lli:lu:.|:||,|i:rr !;Fn-ml-
irgg ar least anoeher 2002 billion a vear
o highways for the mesr 200 vears.
Apprepate spending figures, more-
oVEr, May Aol Ciplurc mpoctant
changes in spending panerns, which
suggests that we may be spending more
and more oo ger less and less, UCLA's
Brian Tavlor, for example, has calcu-
latesd that from the 1950% unil the
19R0's per-miles construction costs in
Californis regularly ouepaced inflation,
Three factors were particularly im-
portant in pushing up costs, Taylor
founel. The cost of b rose demaris
1.':1||.!.', an dlid the unin coses ol |||'H]mq}'
comsoraction (thar s the amoont i cost
o grade and pave one mile of one ne
rase: faster than inflaton). Basic hiph-
way desipns also have bocome more
complex over time as cnginecrs moved
o accommodate higher specds and
new salety considerstions, Third, and
leeass understood, envirenmenial and
other constraini: placed on highways
have added substantial costs not only
by delaving projects but also by forcing
expensive designs that minimize harm
and extensive and often expensive ef-
fowrts o mitigeee real and Pq_ﬂ'l:'iﬂ:i:l
damages from projects thiat are baoile
The Century Freeway, a 17-milc high-
way in and near Los Angeles, dhar was
the Lzst major mperstate highoay progec
im California, for example, could nog
proceed until CalTrans agreed to fund
the comstruction of at least 3 000 units
of housing to replace units taken for
the road and fo pay for job iraining and
joby placement programs for minerities
and women from the neighborboods
mear the road. The delays and the added
commitments meant that the project’s
cost rosc from an cstimare of 8502
million in 1977 (hefore the commir-
ments were made) wo 32,5 hillon shen
it was finished in 1993, Even after ac-
counting for inflation, this represents a
I3 1 percent increase in coss.
Ancther example of how changing
mOfms Cin drive Ly Crasks 15 Baoston's
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£11 billion seven-rmile long Centrel Ar-
teev Tunncl project. Rather than cre-
ing a new right-ofway in downtown
Boston, which would have seguoired
subsrantial takings, the projeco will tine-
nel under an existng downiown high-
wiy using expensive technologies thar
allona the existing highway 1o function
w kil the nnq-iinﬂ ogurs, Even with
thiz seemingly sensitive design, the
project faced a difficelt permitting pro-
ceas imwhich state officials had ro make
humdeeds of mitigaEon commitments
ard redesign a major civer crossing ata
cost of more than &1 hillion. The resuli
i= that stave offickls now cstimare that
about a thied of the project’s cost i
estimated o be for mitigation.

How Much Is That Project
In the Window?

The histoarvies ol the F,.rnrur:,r Free-
way and the Ceorral Artery/Tunoel
projects ilusteate o erivical issue that
Ml re porters atfenfion, Majortrans-
portation projects regulary are an-
nounced and approved with cost cati-
mates that turm out o have badly
uncherestimaced thedr final coses. When
propomenis of the arery unne | project
=ought federal authorizaton for e
project in the mid- 198005, for cxample,
thiey estimated that it would cost only
£2.4 billiom, less than a quaner of iis
curment cost. Similarly, Denver’s new
airport was pilloricd becawse it oosi
alowrsa &5 billioa, mwosee tham three times
whiit the city hiwl estimated when it
SOUENT voler permission o build the
project in the Bue 1980°s, And the Blue
Line train feom Long Beach o Los An-
gles cost A million, muore than four
times the $19%4 million officials hd
eatimared when that project began.

Such overruns, it twrns owt, can be
predicied with remarkable precision,
according to a study of abour $0 major
projects rom around the world done
by Ecbward Merrow for the Ramd Corpo-
mation in the kite PO

Torbhegin with, initial cstimates rarchy
include cither allovwances for inflation
OF interest repayments when fnding
is coaming from bonds, Massachusetis
afficials, forexample, estimaie thar more
than half the norcase in the artery,

turnee] progect s cost i odoe oo inflaion
and the fact that, unlike previous esti-
mukles, the current estimate includes a
factor foe inllation,

Second, project LIR(RTRT uauullr
Eh:].l'qzq::. Hs |||:'.'o:i|_.;,:1 pnm.'rl;du., fiowr =g
amyple, engineers sometimes lind thag
Initial assumptions abour the depeh of
bedrowk or soll conditions weme weong
and require more expensive designs,
O planners can find that addindonal
interchanges or ramps are necoded, as
they did on the anenytunnel project
arl beneficiaries can lobby for addi-
tioml entries and cxits, a8 downtomm
busimssses dig] in Boston when the
artery's design was being finalized,

Thiird, the wse of new and untesoed
technologics can dreive ¢osts up dra-
matically because planners don’t fully
anticipare probbems thar mighe ocour
The most aotorlous cxample comes
from the new Denver alrport, where
the decision o build an automaced
baggggage svsiem ran up costs—about
£50 million to build a duplicate con-
ventional svsten plus several hundred
e dollars in interest payments o
cover the cost of delayving the airport’s
RN,

Fourth, projects that have many dis-
orele clements that must be coordi-
mated with each ather— such as the
artery/tunned project—also seem o
experienoe greater o0t inereases than
smaller, more discrete projects, proh-
ably becawse it is easier o estimate the
wosts af the latter,

Fifth, regulators concerned with ar-
i such as the emvimonmeni, labor re-
lations, procurement procedurcs,
worker health and safery can deive up
coats deamatsealby, This dises not neces-
sarily mcan that regualations are unnec-
esaary bt 4t docs supgeest that officizls
andior the press might guestion the
validiry of particularly expensive and
eprepious demands.

Finally, while such problems can
confront both privately and publichy
arwTbell PrOpects, Cust OVErTURS gemer-
ally are greater on publicly owmned
projects, There are two reasons why,

F“bFII::H'I cnis ol |'.-|,||_'||i1:|1_." funded
|'n‘“uil:v|.ln someiimes o ball initial cosis,
belicving thar onoe a4 project is eutb.
reed e = unlikely that ir will be can.



celed if costs rise, pardoulaclyif a project
i= already under constructlon. Public-
sector owners also have less incentive
tor hoded the line on costs, especially
when funding comes in the form of
grants fromm higher levels of govern-
ment (s it did for Century Freeway and
invitisuly elicl for the arterytunne] projedct)
while local constituencies and regula-
pors are demanding & share of projec
benefits, Merrow, for one, found that
this facror, not sysiemic lowhalling of
cost esttmates, cxplained mosi of the
difference in cost growth berween pri-
vare and public projecis,

Thus comst incredseson major projects
ot only are lkely, they are even pre-
dictable in their magnitwde, Merrow,
for example, calculared that for cach
area subject to stiingent regulation,
cosks rose T3 percent above esrimanes.
He abso fowmdd thai publicly owned
rrojects were 50 percent more expen-
sivie than estimates while projects that
wsed significantly new materials or con-
struction methods were about 51 per
coenil more expensive than estimares.

The question is: if the true costs of
other projects were known, would
worthy but expensive projects norg get
harilr® Consider, for ecample, thar the
Panama Canal cost bwice its original
catmate while the Suer Canal cost 20)
thnes iis original estmare. Soedyving the
history of these and other projects seve
cral decades ago, John Sawyer con-
cluded that the history of public works
seems o sugpest that such underesti-
mation “appears to have been a condi-
tion of a successful enterprise ”

Repeirdiers covening transportation,
there o, i |:1|1|'g,-' must wrlersiand
i eendds in I"|.||1.-|.|.i11H aincl xpr:nn:!'tnﬂ_,
lhi.‘g.- albso must Hl:‘ap]:ﬂt' with a Tandla-
mental question about the ature ol
democranc governance, 14 our palitical
syatern s0 Baoved that dhose whio baild
transporiation feilities cainnot and
shwowild mor well the oruth albyoast cosis
and those who write abowr those offi-
chals showldn 't prress thiem on whether
they are using realistic cost estimates?
Dioving =0 may allow the construction of
tacilities that whitmarely prove o be
valuable, But the price, not only in
duillars but also in increased cynicism
about whether public officials well the
truth and whether mewspapers seek it
o, meay be ton much to stomach, W
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Let the Construction Begin

By Jupy Fanys

rebuilding s major nosth-souch

inferstate, a public relations G
chose "Savch” o guide motoriss
throuph the coming years of highoeay
turmoil. Named afier the “Wasawch
Fromt." the towering mountains form-
ing the Grear Salt Lake Basin's castern
wall, "Satch embodied the “spirit of
Dah's roxacks, ™ m_'l;'vl_rriiinﬂ_ iy ihie puhlir;
relationg team that dreeamed him up
Buit Upahrs never conneciod with the

In the months before hah began

| grizzled, smiling hobo who seemingly

materslized Frorn novediere, sometimes
hfll.l:L'l.'..-::i:I:lﬂ A conoeEriinag, sometimes
waving al motorists feom the roodsice

They snubbed “Sawh almose in-
sranly. “'This = eraey,” soid oiwe critic of
the S400,000 ad campaign. “What an
irresponsible waste of our tax dollass”
another complained inoa leteer o The
Salt Labe Treibune. “Please . don't in-
sult owe deligence, make us more
angry and weaste more of our @y money
having smupid people doing childish TV
commercials,” another implored. Satch
ot sacked soon after.

Their handling of the "Satch faseo
has been rypical of howw the Utah media
has covered many of the transporacion
issies that have sprumng intc public view
in recent months. The medin has Lurge by
taken 4 conservative robe, mot driving
coveraee bul mither serving as a vishicke
For basie public information, Inihe cse
of the highway project mascor, “sack
Sarch” editorials followed leers o the
ediror. Meanwhile, routine coveripe
focuses on how o navigie the con-
struction and why construction s be-
ing done a cemain way. Many reports
reter o the Olympics—ithe federal dol-
lars it may bring for new Infrasorucoarne.
the wcldesd traffic it will penerace and
that sort of thing

Thee reality is that Utahns recoenized
lung apo that the coite neeced o im-
prove it iransporation infrastructure
Interstate 15 was crumbling long be-

fore the Imiernational Olympic Com-
mittee announced in June, 1993, char
Salt Lake City would play host o the
2002 Winter Games. Potholes and con-
pestion provided daily reminders that
115 alredy had exceeded bis life ex-
pectancy by more thanadecade. Chunks
of fzllen conerete punctuated warmings
thiar mo fewer than 17 hri.l.l.g:u-.x mees] el
tnvmediae replicement. Local media
had lole o say abour the problems,
thiowgh, wntil ranspoetadon  officials
began thedr public education campaign
for 115 lase Fall.

Morwe the Garmes and trans poration
improvements have become Inexora-
bly interlaced. Uwahns are eager oo
provect the imaee of a4 world-class ciy
when somme 200,000 athletes and &pec-
tators arvive for the fwooweck wintoer
sportstest, The Obymipics has give nthem
a polden reason o pave hiphways, Fay
tracks and updare the airport It has
B_il'\t'rl them a canse o I'.Ill'!-'_ a haoime-
Eown fesum o cheer, a reason o shrug
off the expense and the hassle.

In fact, the state’s premier transpor-

Sy Fikny sorites aleoni rante poveriemsil
and polities for The Salt Like Tribune.
Previowsly, she werked dy @ correspendens fn
Wanivimprom, a fusiness wriser i Chicagn
and & docad deae wepareey fn Wiashingron seare.
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taticn preoject ruly s an Obanpian an-
demaking. The eurvent demolition and
refwilding of 1-15% §s the spare's largest-
ever public works projecs. And, with its
£1.6 billlon price tag, it s one of the
largest single contracts ever let on the
interstate highway sysem, 1-15 forms a
nawth-south are that drapes soross Utab
like & beauty pageant sash. For a few
miles, i also dowbles a5 the intersec-
tioa o 3 |‘|:|.'_|j|.‘:||.' esisl=wes] ronile, Inlees
state-H0. The 17 miles slaged fow recon.
sreietion e in the Salt Lake Valley, the
heart of a four-county arca that holds
moee than four of every Bve Urabhins.
When the work is done, 1-15 will have
cight lanes instead of six and a high-
tech rraffic-management sysiem guar-
antesd o minimice congestion

Project officials knew from the be-
ginning the media would play an im-
provtant role, and they have becn care-
ful tor build solid relationships with
loweal mewes organistions. Each wemek,
the 115 team dismribotes decailed re-
[Hais o upeorning ramp and road cos
sures, a5 wekl as warnings abour the
spots where delays are most Hkely o
o¢cur, The reconstruction team poncr-
alby has liked the coverage. I3 in-house
palling has showan that newspapors,
radio and relevision contnoe o be the
main source of informakon for people
whio wani to knoow whart Is happening
o the reconstruction. savs - 15 spokes-
woman Lindsey Ferrarri: “The biggest
surprise is how much attention ic's got-
ten.”

Utah Depariment of Transportation
Director Tom Warne, a veterin of a1
similir project in Arizona, is the
reconsteuciion’s coach and caprain
Lowirkimgg more like 2 schoolboy ima sait
than the philosophical muscle behind
an ecarth-moving flect, he pushed wouse
an unconventiomal appooach For 1-15.
[msteacd of bidding the projea’s design
and construction jols separately, with
the state taking an oversight role, his
Ageney Bld the whole 1-15 contract as a
single job 1o be planned and exccuted
by a teams of cngineers, confractors
and UTHIT emplovers

“Designbuild,” as this approach i
valbedl, offers the state high risks and
rewards. The chancy part is drawing
designs just a siep ahead of rebuilding
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the roads. It seems a Foemoela for mis-
takes and delays,

Ar the same tme, project planners
have buili In enormous rewards, both
in clesllars ame] goodwill, The siate ex-
pects to save an estimated $3000million
by wsing design badld. In addition, this
conirscting approach will cut consiruc-
tion timwe: from about cight years 10 a
profecied four and a balf—olferding a
completion date thar gews the project
done a few modiths befoce the Games.
The shormer Construciom timne menns
Fewweer weaffic jams, motorist complaines
and other consteuction-sclated head-
aches. Warne's agency 18 ol [ust guess-
i b thae public will respaoand; its pre-
reconstruction polling shows a majoricy
of Llrahms Bvor mare imenss inconve-
nience for a shorter time

Tovpacify skeptics, the 1-15 tem notes
the comtract inclwdes incentives that
give the priviate contrctors bonuses of
up ty 850 million ke completing the
wirk on budget and on dme. I ihings
Lake longer, the companies have agreced
t misnerary penalies Wasaich Con-
SIrUCtoes, the enplnesnng and constrac-
trpn consordum that won the bid in
March and broke ground in Apeil, as-
seris 10 s months ahead of schedole

The media seems o be warching for
milssteps, but just months o con-
struciion, monde fas been reported. That
doesn't mean the watch has been aban-
doned, though, Beportess Enosar thag,
even ifthings go as smoothly as planned,
tht 5 1.6 billion reconstruction guaran-
pies vears of daily hassles and G pennye
pim_‘l:il‘tg thiat will r!nwi-lltl Hu-ml -
rial for stories.

Ity pormend slippery political ter-
rain abeacd, but o would bBe hard o
gucss that feom watching Ltah's Re-
pullican govermer. Telegenic amd modd-
crate, Michasd O Leavite was wildly
popularbefore 15 came oo full view,
and he has had to expend lintde political
capitl overthe tansponation program.
He=wn reelectionin 15496 by capturing
three of every four votes cast in the
race

Like other political candidaes thi
vear, he declined o ralk about the trans-
portation-related tax increises that
weouild be needed o ger the project
underway, and The salt Lake Tribane

poinied out this omission prior to the
clection. It evidently did not matier to
werers, though, when Leavio siepped
forward a month afier the clection with
i plan booraise the gas-tax o help re-
build the highoays.

The Hl:.!'-"l:':l"l'lﬂr'.:i £2.6 billion i'll!ﬂ]'l-‘-"-'il]-'
plan included & two-step gasoline-tis
irCrease e 24,5 ce s feoam 195 cents a
H,:lH-:m. That, ;|1|Iu:1 a mear 1.|.|:|u]:||in;|q il
annual vehicle-registration fees io 321,
would go a long way waward paving for
a devsde-long program. Mot only did
Leavitt emphasize the heaviest road
users would pay more because they
woould e barving the most gas, but he
alsn proposed thar halfthe 32 6million
funding package would go w projects
i rurl areas—a key move gimed o
shusring support among the murl Bw-
makers who dominate the Legishiture
andwhose constituents waould not have
much wse lor the reconstructed 1-15.
Leavitt had abow or months wo sell
his plan before the 1-15 bigd was oo be
opened and about a moath before B
mElkers e slated o begin their an-
miinal begisiative sessdon.

His toughest fights did not come
frecan the prabdlic, o the opposing Demio-
crats, They cume instead Fom leaders
im hiks own pacty, steered chiefly by no-
government-griwth foroes inrhe House
of Representatives, The laswmakers, an-
gling for an edge on the populic gover-
moor, decried the tax increase. Immedi-
ately they began looking for §50 million
# VEar in currenisprogram cuts, along
with wilys bt Bap l.':tiu.1i.ng Ve nue
sources, They kit a romdblock, oo
el as they wicd to make the case the
cuts would nol squesze unding for
public schonls, winiversithes and Gunily-
serviee programs. Utah's per-pupil
spending alrciady anks S$0ch in the na-
piory, amcd puition increases were slated
foor most of the stare’s nine undversites
Critics pooused the bocdget hawks of
sacrificing people t pay for roads.

The GO Jegrislators ciid maot agres to
a compromise until the final week of
their 43day session. They demanded
abwwat 320 milliom in cuts froom govern-
ment spendding each vear, along with a
Traah=centshaving froam the general sales
ca. I exchange, the bwmakers allowed



a5 cents per gallon gas-ax hike

Through chis debare, the media had
a tough job ferreging owe stories thar
addressed the impact s portation
will have on Tuture bBuclpets. It weould
have been impossible for last vear's
SECHECS O i.gm.‘:ln,: the huw,' :impaq_:l; of
highway funding on odher progrms
simce the sums involved are simply enaor.
mecus for a staee with a 855 hillion
budper. Ar the same dme, Urah's
coonomy has been growing for more
than six years and has generated sur-
pluses larger than £200 million in a
simgle year, That makes it difficult wo
showy any harm being done

.i.‘-!.g:iin_ emne raeerls r:-|'||F'!.r oy Lok o rhie
i'ru“.-i for evidenoe that ihe public be-
lieves all those imvobved are o ling
the reconstraction Bicly well even after
the r\-::||.|..|'.-,_|:|.-='1:|:|-;‘|-ll|.|||||1-||:_' im the Csupitol
Leavin has Bugely avoided blame for
the gas-tax hike and traffic jams (hoth
beepan last sumumer. ) Alwout 88 percent
of Drahns survesed bast fall solll enved his
jhy pesrformre nee “exoetenn ™ o good "
And neither he nor the Leglslamre is
betimg held aceountable for the head-
aches the roadscaused Utahins lasesum-
T

Urah's beleaguered Democrats are
geiting loes of mileage out of the ruling
party’s handling of the transporanon
issue. For vears, the Democrats’ initia-
tives have languished on the sidelines
hecawse the party hold= 5o Few elecred
positions in Utah, There are no Demio-
crars in the stare's fiveprersan congres-
sbomal delegation, and just one Demn-
crat—the atnorney genesll—occupying
i statewide elected office. In the 7%-
member House, there are 20 Demio-
crats, and In the 2%member Senate,
theey hobd just mioe seats.

Homvever, the Democratc pany has
seized the GOPFs transporation plan-
iy arvl corsimiction a% o forom for
engaging in some lull-contact politics,
Thromghout the general session, Demo-
cratic legistators sttacked Republicans
G thair approach fo mansportation,
callimg it oo Hetle, oo lams ancd 1o
harmful 1o rypical Uiahnos

They sadd mdcdedle- and lowers-ineome
resldents woubd be pinched most pain-
fully by the tax hike. They charged the
cuts wonld “pave over people” most in
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=15 camstriection, Salr Lade € ':','_}

e I:IIH'IH'I:'HII:I.'I.II.'I'II. Wheen the Thema-
crafs |:||.'w;|-:|;m:_| their oamn I1|,||Jﬂ|;| |_1-|'_||'|
thiar cut salesgax exemprions gaarded
tothe businesses, the governor ancd the
[ll".'ﬁ,L‘iiﬂ.Ll.‘h‘lll‘ e r.~'-|1:||:l atill turmed them
away. The Demoesars elbowed their
way into the publie debae anyhaos
throwgh the media.

Another slap ar the majority woolk the
form of teo elecion-season hillboards
on congeston-plagpued sections of 1-
13. The signs read "This traffic jam
brought o vou by 20 vears of Repulli-
can leadership.” The slogan, which has
been reproduced in bumper stickers
thie [ty now seells o &5 ;|pir:q_'r;'_ elicd
little 1o persuade voters to throw more
supppirt ek nd their I'u:_:]-i:mm.u:rud pirty.
bt the Demaocrits hive not abandoned
hope their constant offensive will pay
ol F—well—down the voad. Parcty Chair
Meghan Holbrook expects the poini
will make leself when the firse heavy
snows fall chis winter and commuters
strupgle even harder to get to work.

Utah'scongressional delegation also
has attracted some extra press scoutlony
hecawse of the transportaticn projects.

Froshman Memill Cook landed on
ihe Hiwase I'ru.|1:.'|1-nr::l||:1r'. anid Inbra-
srructure Comnitiee back in \J'.":a.]ii.n“-
o, where he he the lead role in
pitching forsome 4.3 billion in federal
dollars the state savs it necds for all
manner of airporr, il and highway
programs that are being pegsed o the

B Tiw E-l.l:u:r-'.—h |llb_'||

Cilymapic Games. Curdously, abown $602
million of the money he is sccking
would go o the light rall syseem he
foght For years to stop_ 1 have learned
o accept defeat and move on,” he weld
legislators last year, A Bepublican whao
bricflly went Independent for a few
unsuccesstul eleciion seasons, Cook's
history as o turne cat appacent v is haun.
ing him in Congress. His ran fellow
LUtahns in the U5, House of Represen-
tatives vored apainst him on a key trans-
portation measure last spring thar
wionld have brought more transporta-
gicam m‘linﬁ_ o the =hte,

Arvosthuer I1II:IU..'JI':Ii\iII!.|. stlLEEa -
worlves verersin Itl.'p.}:m Hansen, Chair-
i of the Howse Ethics Commities,
bz has a.;‘.;rr_'tql L irvssliggalc -:'|'|.'|.|j.|;4;:1 af
weron@doing against Rep. Bud Shuster,
g Pennsylvanta Republican who has
bsen accused of an unethical relation-
shipwith a transportadion lobbwise whio
also served as his mop campaign
fundlraiser. Shuster, chairman of the
Transporation Commirtee, also is un-
der seruting over o fundraizing visit be
made to Utah on behalf of Bepublican
candidiiies,

For the local meedizg, 1:15 ix the hig-
BEsE S0y i Town, andl mews PUFVEYIrS
have eompoted hotly o find proveca-
v, viel service-minded approgec s e
indulge the public’s interest in the
et

All the outlets pulslicize basic infor-
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Estimated Travel for Year 2000

Yehicle Class) Yehicle Miles Number of Vehicles
Registercd Weigh of Travel {millinons)
Passenger Vehicles Total Peivend Total  Percent
AT 1 IB1, 4061 67 5% LT A% T 89T 0.0%
Pickups Yans 0, 1590 24.8% 3. 259 540 26.4%
Buses TaT 0.2% T a5 A%
Toal 24495056 02.6% 31 T1L 736 5. 7%
Sinale Unic Trucks
<25, (M) poanads 5451 21% 4126241 L7%
L% [N =500 D00 e nicks 18,631 1.7% 1352441 6%
S0k HED poandds HATH 1.5% 4] 745 2%
Toml A3 100 LR E 547043 2.5%
Combination Trucks
51 AWM pesundls 5,744 1.3% 253,02 1%
S0, T T8 O pcaaniits 166 1.4% 15547 0%
T, OO =75, 0D ponancls 5,924 .2% T4, S0 0L0%
75, L0 L-H0, () pouncls 86,176 1.2% 1.295.073 5%
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mationabout rde-sharing, buses, the -
15 Web page andl telephone hotline
Many are helping guide commuters
through the mase of mamp and road
closures and albernative rowtes with
maps, video and real-stime traffic re-
poarts, Chre AM raclio station reportedly
credits this summer's paffic for boosi-
b s listener audicnce growthby alsou
25 percent. The staton provides a traf
fic ropaodt every ten minutes during
drive twme.

Both daily newspapers publish
weckhy maps and carry quarterly UDOT
inscrts alvour =15 progress. Ome of the
newspapers has organized a eam of
“rogidd warrions” who periodically share
their strategies for shaving time off their
daily commutes. There have been mis-
steps. Somietimes when a ramp bas just
closed, the welevision stations have set
gy cameris at the closurne site @ gen a
shol of waffic fams that never seem o
mnerialiee,

This rransporation ke would not

4 Nleman Reports (OWineee 1997

b complere withour mentontng the
people of Utah, The appressive trans-
poration program has meant casual-
fies—a number of them deaths caused
by dhetowred motorists trave ling too fast
o local strects,

Others who have saffered include

opponents of the new light-rail system,
TRAX, a necessary side project of 1-15
reconsirection. Cround wasbroken laso
spring on the long-embattled bransit
train, which will run roughly alongside

a few miles of the dintecstate. Oppaore
nents shouted from the sidelines with
their angry posters, “You Can Pry My
Seeering Wheel From My Cold Deead
Fingers" and “MNo THRAXaon Withour
Representation.” Meanwhdle, plans have
hatched for & new west-fo-cast exmen-
sicon that would link the airport o Sal
Lake Ciry's university district, the pro-
posedd lescation for thie Obampic Village.

Also, it wonld bee misleading to sug-
gest there has not boen lots of gripang,
because there's plenty of it Commug-

ers have lost a lane of 1-15 in cach
direction and many key ramps, Alferma-
tive routes notonly have been jammeed,
but many were being patched and re-
surfaced all summer, (This ubiguitous
constrsction confirms how ambitious
the project is; the 115 reconstriction is
happening a vear earlier than long
range planners expectod. )

Ewven with the hassles and even with
the S-cent tax jump ar the gas pumps
this summice, many Utithns seem o be
regardimg the reconstrnactbon as the kind
of hardship you would expect for a
team with its eyes on A prize, abig prize.
Many book for ways to adapt, Having to
face that, they've been having a love
affair with their cars all these years,
soune have tried such alternatives as
telecommuring, car=poofing amd hop-
pring on the bus. At work, i3 ot une
comimon 0 hear imprompiu confes
slomals from otherwise decent folks for
the first time fecling symproms of road
rage mn thoir own hearts,

Then there are those who have de-
cided the best tactic ds ioenjoy the ride.
One advocate of this approach wrote a
levter w the editor suggesting Utahns
shoulbd cultivane an affection for omnge
iraffic comess, which they can groove on
with their favorite music during thelr
commutes. Cthers talk abowt the vir
tues of staving home. “That"s characier-
istic of people in Utah,” says the
governor sspokesaoman, Vicki Varela,
“Wheen things are tough, people tend fo
hang together and work things
through,”

Whenirsall done, Utthns anticipae
shindng suceess. Traffic jams will dissi-
pare, thanks 1o the high-tech gadgery
being laid along the highways, Travel
routes will be covered with acees of
smoth, black asphalkr and casy-to-navi-
prate interchanges. They will have 130
new bridges om 1-15. And they can look
forpard to their day in the sun, not a5
the star athletes in the 2002 Olymipic
Games, but as the host city,

Andd mavbe it would noc be so Fare
fetched o see Sarch make 2 comeback
in Ugah I he rrades that besba gach for
a starspangled ice hockey uniform, or
possibly a logo-spattered ski beotard,
Llals just mdght warm up to his spEee
after all W
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Private Toll Roads

[s the Glass One-Quarter Full or Three-Quarters Empily?

By Josern M. GicLio

ournalists who cover povernmdent
and public affairs have been hear-
ing a great deal abouwt how privanely
financed and operated toll roads may
ke the best solution o the nation’s
chrome under<sinvestment in iis |1:'E_"I1-
way system, Here are some background
Fuets on “privatieation” and guestions
that jowrnalists should ask when they
do stovies about private toll-road pro-
prosils.

The Investment Problem

In recent decades, the United Staves
heas been investing too Litthe inthe roads
and bridges of its highway neowork.
Right noww, we should be spending a
teast 20 billion more per year stmgply
to keep these cssentinl transportation
facilities from deteriorating any tunher.
T bured the upgrading, maede rnization
and expansion needed o support a
provadng econormy would recuire o $40
billicon per vear increase in what we're
currently spending,

A kev reason for this lack ofadequere
ivestment 15 the magcal transforma-
pion aof whar were oncoe called “dedi-
cated transpomation usercharges” (such
as motor vehicle fuel taxes) into sources
of peneral tax revenue, The federal poy-
ermment has been reducing s bodgzet
deficit by holding dowsmn infrastructare
cuthiys from the Highway Trust Fund
so that the resulting surpluses of an-
rimal user charge revenues can be wsed
tao help cover non-ransportaton ox
penses. Many stile gowernments ane
doing the same thing.

Meanwhile, the world's financial
mwrkets are awash with provate eapdtal
locking for coonomically sommd infea-
struciure propects o dnvest in, Several
miull-bllliondedlar infraserecmre funds

have alreachy been assembled and morne
are being developed. This has led o the
comcept of having private firms baild
seff-supporting toll roads that can tap
thiese infrastructuere funds for construc
tion dollars,

This concept seems to be working
clectively in France, Spain, laly, Porta-
gal, Irvcbonesia, even China, Hur agquick
scan of Morth America shows a land-
scapss licsered with the dey bones of
fulure and a rapidly aging cadee of
privatizadon advocates. The smart
money behind privare Infrasomcoure
funds seems to be finding opportuni-
ties in every country excepe the Uniced
Spages.

Why Has the 1.5,

Fallen Behind?

Full-Aedged privatization of trans-
portation fcilivies has largely been a
Brilure in the United States, The few
successes have come only after years of
complicared negoriations and asad his-
poary of ahored projects.

California’s Asscmbly Bill GH) was
passed In E986 (o stimulate constrac-
tion of private toll roads throwghout
thie szare. Since then, negodations have
been completed with private firms for
fosur such pmjr.n:_'tu But it wiesi't wnmidl
kte 1995 that the first one opened (o
eralfic. This is the T-mile, four ke, all-
clectronic toll road in the median of
Seape Rowte 91 in Orange County, Whilke
its inicil rraffic volumes weree less than
aoriginally projeciod, the growth lias
been encouseging and public accep-
mnce of varable rate olls and elec-
won ol collection has beon good
Howmvever, no information has yet been
released to show whether the road isa

financial success,

The ather three California projects
have made little progress, largely due
1o state insistence oo D00 peroent pri-
vate Iune_!insl

The experience in other siates has
been even more disappointing

In 'ﬂi"nhinglun_ six |'II'I';Ii1.,"I:'L"i wWere
selected for development under the
state government's public-privane part-
nershipinitanyve. But adeamatic change
i the policical composition of the st
fcgistaton followdng the 1994 clection
resulied b ani-toll sentbnent thar vir-
maally haleed privatization cfiorts. The
only project now underway is a series
of park-and-ride garages im Scanle. Bur
this project is Fonded entirely with pub-

Josepd M. Ciglia iz Evecrtive Proferior for
.'u'm?a.g]- ar Nordharrarn Llmiweraity {.b.".'}:ga- af
Burinen, He war an inveirent bavker aith
.|'|'D'|".I':|.I'!'.ll|'£‘|'r:lr' _I'r'.l'ﬁ!ﬂﬂﬂ_ﬁl".l.lli ard hedd o aetex
of rewior manggemens poritions wIHY parion
levelr of govermment. He hae written exten-
sively o dnfrairacrure and pubdic podicy.
Adsa, e revved ar Chdirman of tve MNartanal
Cownctl o Puldic Works Iimprevement as
wedl i chaiving the ULS. Senate Busdpet
Coniriiriee s Corprisen on Tnfrasrucivn

Finaneing,
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lic capital and is therehore not an ex-
ample of wue privatizatbon. Flowever
the: Tacouma Marrows poll bridge project
could end up as 3 truly privite project
if it survives a regdonal referendum in
late 199H,

Virginia's Dualles Greeneay toll road
wins i momlviniones privatiestion project
thar cost over $30 million amnd se-
cedved subsvanial privane cquicy (reach-
ing as high as 50 peroent of ol capd-
tal Eavion atone poine) ., Bunthe highoay
has experienced low traffic volame ancd
i=n't generating enough toll revenoe o
cover its debt service. Long-term ooo-
noemic growth in the mgion it senves
could eventually sodve this problem
bt the roaed's 1:H.i-'|"lt'.m|'li|'l nuay I.'I'IILI.'LHL'
hands several times Before then, Mean-
while, the 184S Richinond Connector
Toell Road progect has straggled o get
past the prelminaey stages and now
aprpears to be stalled becawse of dis-
agrecment berween the stale povemn-
mment and privare developers over how
much privape capial the developers
shaold i nvesi

Arizonga has been through thres
rounds of privatization attempts, Twao
cided in fallure due w0 communiny
opposition, poor economics and a lack
of political suppont

South Caraling’s expenence with
highway privateation has been mixed—
o complete Gilure due to local oppao-
sition, onge apparent success {the
Cereenville Tall Motwrway), two morg
atill im negoriarion,

Crnly California's State Route 91 and
Virginia's Dulles Groemway can be cat-
cporized as mue privice wll rosds, be-
cause they embody the significant pri-
vate cquity investment and exposure o
risk and reward that charocterize all
private sector undenakings, Both were
conceived nearly a decade ago and nei-
ther is ver o financial success

The ather non-traditicnal wll roacds
wre basically public-private partner
shvips, with government providing all or
st of the investment capital while
privare frms do the building and oper-
ating. Most of the revent progress has
involved projecrs thar have linde peivare
investment and wse phased consiruc-
plon o accelerae project completion
Thier success seems o depend cn;
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* Having well-focused project goals,
often dewrmined in advance by gov-
ETITENL

* Allowing the public and privaw
partners to lead with their strengths,
This usiilly means haivingg govemmimcng
fund the project with Goc-cxempt debi,
while the private firm takes on the
phascd-consinactiion managemenl re-
sponsibilithes,

* Alrernately serucouring the project
in ways thar fall well short of omoe
privatization and may simply invobe
somee vanation of the well-established
“pontracting out” concept (Yirginia's
Interstate Maintenance program is an
exam e

Elsewhere in North America

In Mexico, the good ocws is tha
several major private wll roods howve
been bulle The bad news is thar moest
have been financial failures, even if
political triwmphs. In general, these
projects woere undemaken as wavs 1o
support Mexico's construction bedus-
ry, Todls were set at high levels in the
mistaken belicf that this would permis
rapid repayment of construcion deba,
But all this did was o discourage their
use by motorists, While some smialler
1ol roads in wiban areas appear to be
self-supporting, most of these projects
are in the process of being refinanoed
arcpned lower and more readistic 1ol
files.

Cangda has had ac least one signifi-
cant success with poll projects and few
outright filures, This may be duc o
limired promocion of provatization for
is own sake. The Nomhumberland
Straight toll bricepe between Prince Ed-
wiard Island and the mainland opencd
during the summer of 1997 lis con-
strugtion wis privately Bnamced, but it
receives annual operating subsidies
friom the Canadion governmaent from
funds that formerly subsidized the fer-
rics that the hridge replaced,

Rowee 407 oulside Torono has beon
d MEAjOr SUccess in werms of Consincs
on efficlency. Bur i was never pro-
moted as anything mone than a rge-
scale phased-construction project.
Rempe 104 im Mova Scoti (o tack by-
pass around Halifax) may alse cnd up

a5 a hybrid success, with a combdmation
of prowineial government debe capinal
ame] privave equiny funding

The Dvagnosis

Thie ]m:l':'lt.-l'nn faced in ljl'.'l.'!_'!lt!"!irl“
MR |ulr..1.|1,r ol posicls in the United
Srares fall tnro three broad caregories:

1. The public sectoe’s acoess to
ostensibly low-cost ras-cxempa
debt discourages consideraon
af aliernate financing mechs-
nisms,

2. Poor communications between
the: public and private secrors
This imclules a brocd ser of
public sector approval processes
thar fruserate private developers
and sometimes bead to cwtright
failure,

5 The muliple (ofien conflicting)
ohjectives of prvare firms that
can et in the way of structuring
a reascnable deal for the propect.

A key Bactor influencing project f-
nancing decisions is the access stape
governiments have to relatively low-cost
tax-exempt deb When ol rosds have
PrOMising eConomic prospects,  goy-
ernmient is usualby reluctant to e the
financing (much bess the project imelf)
ORI Fll.'.i'l':l.b: JErneEr

Ooe effort oy get around this is the
increasing use of " 63-20comantions,”
These ave not-foeprolit compasitions
that the Internal Bevenue Service al-
lows 1o issue las-exempt debt for pri-
vate development, Even so, many pri-
vate firms have been unsilling to make
significant equity investments im toll
road projects,. They much prefer to
serve as project developsrs in return
for o Mat fee, And the modest cost of
extablishing 6320 corporations has dis-
i.'l:lumg:cﬂ Mlnull-l'l-u._:l,w::wrnrmu:u [roam
[HarsLing |:Iri'|.-'.:lrr L l:-:.lrlil._:irulil,m.

With very [ew exceptions, privae
developers have been unable 1o eon-
vince puldic agencies thar imagination
and efficicnt management can offset
the apparent financial bencfios of ras-
exempt debt. Ironically, financial advi-
s, the public finance arms of mwest-



meng banking howses and other privaie
players in the x-exempi debi marked
are often the sircrrtggest achvocies of
maER L ning the Srarus guo.

Despite much apparent goodwill on
all hi-|'|:.::|i‘|uri|'||.:l|'u.: |:.'1.r|1. stages 1:||'|':||.‘1‘a-|'|..'|..‘1.
||1:|.-|::!|:l;:|n'||.'||L. [ravale firms andl |::||.||'|-|i|:'
agencies aften speak different Lin-
puages, have different sers of values,
amd foalbow different practices. Typleal
problems include:

* A different pace of decision-mak-
ing. Public agencies are aocustomesd to
A slower pace of decision-making than
is wsual in private firms, in part because
thisre are maore plavers involvisd, For
exumple, environmental agencies sod
COMmImunity groups can impose delays
in the decsion-making pricess,

* Government's lack of a single de-
cision-mther. Fven whaen appreoval has
been reached within ooe ageney, an-
otherbranch of govermment may change
the rules (is happened in the stie of
Washington} o cven halt the appeoval
preneess (as Areona's governor did dur-
ing the first rouwnd of privatization
prifects in that staes),

* GovermmeEnt s complex procune-
ment process. The tmditiona) procoice
of competitive bidding is ohten at odds
with a private firm s need 1o protect is
proprictaryidess, Some stabes have been
nhie m develop creative wins about
thix, as Virginia has dome with s very
shoat dlesdlines for hids. Bur all oo
olten, privare sector mistrust in the
ability of public officials o follow
through on gocd intentons keads 1o a
Lack ool serdous hadls (as bas happened in
D laweane).

* Unrealistic financial expectanions
on hoth skcles. Many public officils see
the privace sector as @ source of easy
maoney, Butb they (il to appreciate the
need for a fair rate of return on priviste
couity investrments because of o susp-
ciom that “private profis eob the pob-
Fie " (interestingly, this sutitode seenms
ty be less of a problem owuside the
United States. ) At the samas e, fow
priviate fiemns have shown much willing:
rress B il ke serions e (uiny investncnts
vy prropects, They end o be more inner-
csted dn geming paid to buibd ol roads
than in the revenues such mooads can
gene e

HIGHWAYS

Costs of 5 Public-
Private Toll Projects

28.6 miles of cxpress tollways in
Drange County, Calif. 31.5 billion.

San Josquin Hills Toll Road
15-mile roaadl i Orange Couney,

Calif. $1.4

Toronbo Route 407
Expresswaybypass for Toronto.
&1 hillicn.

Fargo Toll Bridge
Twa-lane toll bridge herween Fargn,

* Limived support in public agen-
cles., lnmany state transportation agen-
cics, few obficials are truly interested in
privare secwor invilvement. Most pre-
fertocontinue doing business asusual,
even iF that means construction delays
il 'h:!hrr project cosis

* Mororist opposition o wlls, This
is widespread regardless of whether
thie toll collectior s a TH.JH“.-I.': AgEncy Or @
prrivake Firm, Despite forscing sbeatBalls,
there is ofien @ stronger fith in the
powwer of pork Darcel policies than in
the efficiency of the markeoplace.

* Finally, privame developers can fall
just as blindly inbove with their projects
s public agency developers. A projecs’s
umdlerlving menits need continuing ne-
examination w determine whether
changes in its scope are in onder, A
sealed-back Dulles Greenway could
Fua v I':l‘uu;.r,]"l.'l. cosiy more m line with
st travel demand. Instead of simply
ii.‘..'ﬂ:lll.'l.i.l'lj.:lll:llll!l:!lll.Iri.'il'.ﬁ"l'l!ll..lhl"wmﬂ.lﬁ
wsie the mosel ocigivally planned, mose
upfeomt marcker mesearch could have
revealed demand levels thar dicrated a
fess ambirieus romd

The Future

The first rowmd of priviate toll roads
inthe U5, has fared poosdy, This has led
o renewed cmphbasis on developing
conventonal publc-private partner-
ships for public agency toll roads, ofien
urilizing phised construction. B real
oppontunities sull renein for touly pri-
varte toll poqds if three Bctors are keptin
minl-

* Innovative project financing is still
alive and well, The assumption that
conventional pxexemp financing by
gewernment produces ingsrest cost siv-
ings shouldn't obsoure the larger finan.
cial benelits offered by ather aptions,
For example, fedecal law now permiis
state loans 1o privare oll-road develop-
cos At below-market interest raves

* The layered look & in Privaoe
developers need o bearn how o take
full advantage of state infrastructure
banks and other innovative public sec-
tor financial tools, Also, there's noneed
o rely solely on wlls w support a
privately developed road, 11°s possible
Eca |.illi.l;":l-l_|.l:'illl|il.w’l:1r|lll:' i e [ q'l-
criy vilues and other economic B
elits produced by a new highwiry B0
build & hinancing package around sev-
el revenoe sources, Bowie E-4T0 cui-
sidde Denver and the San Joaguin Tl
Boaad in California’ s Chvange County rely
o as ey as five differentr revenue
SOLICCES.

* Just dio iz, Privace and public sector
players too often have multiple objec-
tives. Al ofwhich would be better served
by a single-minded foous on gerting the
projescy bl

Four Questions Journalists
Should Ask

Evaluating the viahility of a new pri-
vate toll road proposal is no casy gask.
But here are four guestions for which
journalises should seck answers

1. Is the project kosher?

This inrodves maowe than simply de-
rermining whether the process for se-
lecting a private developer s sufficiently
objective to prevent the project from
being hancled to some politician’s f-
vorite mephow, There have been oo
many instances of st governments’
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selling an existing highway oo private |

firm for ready cash to plug a bole in the
current year's budget, then heasing the
m;d |1;|."|-|. frar sl rmr!rh‘::'lti v
burden future budges. Privatization
projects must produce meaningful ben-
efits for all concerned—incleding the
general pulbilic,

2. Does the project have wides
sprcadl support?

The surest way fora oll-noad project
to fail is for the general public to op-
paseit—because of anti-toll sentiment,
a perception that the rosd s i the
wrong place or nod truly needed, or
comicern that it will bave negative cnvie
ronmental consequences. s oo casy
T Comermuniny activist groups 1o s up
political oppositon or siall the project
in the courts,

A secomd puarantee of fallaree is for
the public agency sponsor to be any-
thirnge less than fully behind the project.
Ovficials who are unenthusiastic aboot
a project have many ways o slow its
PR el it Feees aleadd an the wiler
and the private developer decides o
mOve o o Bener opporisnies.

3. Is the project financially

somme] ¥

A private toll road must be sellsup-
porting. This means generating enough
revemuwe from tolls (and possbly other
sources) o cover all w58 annual costs
and provide a fadr rare of reruen on the
private equiry capital invesied to build
i I the road Is owned by its privace
developer, standard accounting rules
require that the annual cost of depre-
ciation be charged S@uinst rovenues.
This is a way of recognizing the dimin-
ishing assct value of & capital Facility as
it gradually “wears owe”

Tor avoicd having o setwedl cares high
enough o coverdepreciation, legal ible
to a peivare wll road may acosally be
held by a public apency. Por mo sensible
reason, puldic apences in the United
Sranes are allowed o ignore deprecia-
thon as an annual cost, which eliminates
the necd for enough revenue to cover
it. But at the end of the road’s useful
life, newr deshi mouest bet issoed to recoa-
struct it In effect, deprecition is sim-
ply capitalized rather thin being paid
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70 Years Ago, When It All Began

DBosion o Have Infra-
Meeral Numbered Routes

meangers who motor i Bostoa B the
Massachusetts Bay Tepcentenary ebser-
wirsce est vear and who fear they may
hecome enmeshed in the city's narrow,
eronked streets Luid out by the muditional
0w, are due to have 2 pleisant suspeise,
Thiey will Fin the mene of dowriown
streers fully up w specifications, bai they
will alse discover that Bosion has
{rronicled the answer i the puzale and
that it will be an extremely siople matier
to drive indo, theough and oul of the city
proper. Theeading through the busines
sepdion will be o e diffiouls thas
folbowing s mtor route in Uie country,
ALl theat will be nescesssary will be ke
ohserre and folfow the sipns.

— e Boston Evendng Tramseril, Salunday, Novenher 30, 1229,

for by today's motorises

4, Can the project produce sig-
nificant benefits to society?

The underlying rationale for any
teanspomtation Eacilioy is that i suppsorts
and penerates coonoamic activity by
miaking possible more tripsin less dme.
A higher level of cconomic activity 1o-
day means a more prosperous socicty
tomaorrow, But olls can discourage
triprnaking omn a road that charges them,
especiallywhen toll4ree roads are avail-
ahle as reasonable alrernatives (one of
the problems experienced by Yirgimia's
Dulles Greenway toll momd).

Thaes this mean that se e kidding
ourselves by imazining thar 1ol roads
an provide a solution o our chronle
pattern of under-investing in transpor-
ramion capaciy?

Mot necessarily. California’s  Stare
Boure 91 woll road s demonstracing
thar many miotorists il pray ectoe for a
Faster trip. The wrick is o find a toll
structure that produces enough rev.

crne without discouraging oo many
teipe. Sometimes this can pecgudre afual
ways of hiding or ignoring certain of
the road's annual costs so that toll rates
can be lower. Capltalizing depreciation
i= omie device for dobng this. -

Some people may be outraged by
such blatant examples of “fiscal impro-
dence.” But the impoctant thing is
whether the overall vesult s, on bl
ance, beneficial o socicry. IDwecan sy
for increased IEAnsponanion Capaciry in
wivs that don't discourage its use, the
result will be more trips and therefore
mode economie actvdoy. Which is cer-
tainly bencficial to sociery, both today
and tomorrow. And the size of
womaorrow’s bencfits determines
whether capitalizing some of woday's
costs may not be the most prudent
1hil'lj_||. irs aloy, W
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New Phoenician Roads

How a Cily Iilegraled Arl Iido s Infrasiruciure

By Bansana GOLDSTEIN
sually, when
Amertcans

U think ab<ut the

beaury of Arizona’s high-
wiys, we think abour che
seenery the roads pass
through. We think of the
landmarks—the anthro-
pemmorphic forms of the
saguaro cactus, the ma-
jestic mountaing, or the:
dramatic cobors of the
desert landscape.  We
seldom think abour the
roads thermselves, But it
isexacily these highways,
bridpes. crosswalks and
streers that Phoenis has
developed as a means w
help people bemer undorstand and
navigare thedr ciry. The city has devel.
oped these assets byintegratdng art into
the city's growing Infrasoroeciare.

[ 198G, Lo the midspof rapld groswih.
Fhoenix followed many other cldes in
crearing a legally mandared public an
progrram, This program set aside 1 per-
cent of capital construction projects
doldlines to finance public art. To lunch
the program, Phoenix commissiomed
Cirywest, a planning firm, to create a
sEeT r'.||:|1 foy clireed pl.lh]il_' arl exs

i

[T litures :!::rillg a |H-|'i-e il rl-r:a.]_'riil 1_'il_'!.'
1."1|'El;n'|$i|:.l:!. The F'.lf:.mn:ill:“I lem—aryhis
tect William Moreish, landscape archi.
tect Cathermwe Brown and architect)
arist Grover Mouton—Rced a daant-
ing challenge,

Phoenix s & city located within a
specacular landscaped sening, bur i
sprawls over more than S square
milles in @ messy, characterless way. In
arder to develop a public art plan that
wiould have an dnpact on Phoenis, the
team had to devise an effective visual
ramework

¥

s

ﬁﬁ-ﬁ-
e TR R

Teaper Crazetn, Sywtw Peak Parluey, deriaed by .1-:':.£ng' ."".-rr.r:.:'r and .".:.' Heder,

Citywest examined Phoenix and di-
vided the city into 15 working sones,
distinet geographic arems, PropRrsimg
that the art should be becared wseithin
various city “systems,” water disiril-
ticn, mrensporiiion, and other infre
siracture. The plan suggesoed thar ghe
systems thar defined the city—its ca-
iitls, sidewalks, lake paths, parks, pulb-
L buildings, bridges and even high-
wilys—should be prioriveed as the
framework for creating public are. Ar-
ists should be placed on design teams,
workingcollaboratively with engineers,
architects and landscape architects oo
enhance and celehrate the appearance
if the cigy's infrastructure

Ten years alter its inception, the
pr speres dlevels q'lﬂi within this frame-
work, particularly the art on streers,
bridges and highwavs, have disiin.
_F;u'uﬂ:n::l:j Phoenix ax ane of the most
inovative cities for |'||.1|'1|i1' arl in the
Uniited Stares.

When By people think abour act the

s i (oL L A Erey v P e i e

image: that s most fre-
guently evoked is an ob-
jeCl=—12 painting
HUELES LT CHF L O L 2 -
wal sculpure on a plaza.
Public art, however, has
an cotirely different d:-
mecnsiein. While public
art somethmes conslses of
astpmature work | a pub-
lic artist is, more usually,
a member of a team cre-
ating st building, a park
or arerther public amsc-
mity, In 1986, the ameni-
ties planmed in Phoenix
were ol e |iLrH,L‘:¢EI Con-

in a

ceivable scale—expan-
sion of the airport, con-
struction of anarena and
expansion of the highway system. The
challenges available o artists exceeded
mmicast pudbdic art programs inother citics

Hartvern oldrien, former Pablisher arad
Eddfisor of Aris and Architecture magazine,
mrandger toe pubdic art program for the
Searale Arn Cpmuniiod,

Nieman Reports | Winer 1997 10
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to date, By 1949, Phoenix’s 1 percent
for art generated $4.7 millicon dollags,
amd its projects inchaded, inaddition 1o
the airpon expansion and new high-
way infrastructuce, sirect and other
small-scale improvements throughaow
the ciry.,  Among the most dramagic
were the roads and bridees.
Emerglng from the master plan were
a serbcs of road-related projects thit
provide meedels for other cities. These
are all different vpes of public ant
projecis ['lj:usinp_n:m howr roacs trave rse
and bisect neighborhoods, crossing
points and sirect amenities. Each rein-
forces a different aspect of city lite,
One of the first amd maost challeng-
ing projects wis the Squaw Peak Park-
wiy peddestrian bridge at Thomas Roead.
Completed in 1990 for $220,000, chis

project was the ciny's first o place an = A . : . B Wi
ATt on: o dislen tesim, whekdie Chr Siered Environmens, ™ on the Thomuts Read Overpins. For the codumns foldig np ohe

eollaborstivelywith Sl drielge deitgn seam areisn M iy Sk mde @ compariee of Habakem fedlar geelogion!
syt hl:ll'i.i]-"l‘l Favak wnrk::-d it g Jorrvars, wninieh ypeically foroe o rriamgalar, diamons-rhaped Belly. "W wowla ool it @ frog, |

pem of cnginecrs o design a six-lane, SHp,
mile-long overpass consisting of three
bridges wirth expansive underpasses and
embankments  Excavation foer the site
uncoversd a burial ground ol the
Hohokam people who Lved in the area
frovm 15000 toe 300 ALY Their history
became the inspiraton for the design
of the bridge. an art projest that e
came knowm as “Owr Shared Environ-
ment.”

Working closely with the enginecrs,
Focak studied the support system of the
bridge and proposed changes we is
shape and fRabrication, Whar resulied
from the collabaorapon 5 an onsaal
series ol bridege supports, inothe form of
abstraced frogs, with infill pancls of
pamerned adobe. Adobe was also used
for the retaining walls of the bridge,
The frog-like supports and adobe celicl
formswere bascd onimages commanly
usedd by the Hohokam people,  The
resulting bridge, deh in color, detail
and form, creates the impression of
driving through an archeological dig “Diverny Drgur Pederivian Bridge, " en the Squaie Prak Parvkway of 259tk Stroe, devigied by
During fabrication, the artist involved Vicki Sewrt
members of the community, crearing
indays within the relief sculpiure on the
adobe retainmg walls, encouraging
thazm b create their own imagery aned
thus take ownershipotthe bridge. Close
insprcrnnol the retaining walls reveals

W Micman Reports | Winter [ 997



non oy thee arrist s design, bo aeriBues
rangmng from a walking cane o house
kevs embedded in the walls.

A "Drreamy Dreaw Bridee,” Scantle
artist Vicki Scuri worked with engineers
o design a richly colored and pexoured
“garewuy” ving together a neighbor-
bl amied schond dlividesd by the Sguas
Pk Highnamiv

Caompheed in 1994, the bridge spans
14 lanes o rodd andd provides o color

ful, '-:|1|I|1|:u|:|'| eniry tor the COMTITILAnI Y
lim red conerele stmacture s extured
with pire-tread panerns reminiscent of
boah indian baske oy and the thousands
of vehicles thar pass wnderneanh dodadly
Is abarments and piees ane step ped ugp
like the mountains and sourthwest ar-
chitecmure of the regeoen. lis layered,
metal overhend screens create a con-
tinuously changing shadow  paremn
along the bridse span

A third Sopuae Peak Farkasy project
pn_:-'.'{'-:_| tis B g tremendous sonree of
COMTEROREE Sy S0 alnierits 192 t'urnplq,'-

I
f
:
i

"Tree Ciaereds, "o Dinlap Avenue, deiipned
.".:*__f {oaveh Ediagedr Painged preel

HIGHWY AYS

el 1] T
|I

= b d B

“Char Shaved Enviremment, ™ Thomar Road COrvevpars, design goam aveist, Marilyn Zoak,
Adabe and corcreie,

plom. “Wall Cycle v Oeotillo.” desizned
by Mags Harrles and Lejos Heder of
Cambridee, Mass,, is o eollection of 35
cneammous “vesscls” on 200siees whong
i0-mile concreme noise wall, The ves-
sels wre placed at strect ends oot off by
the ropd, atop the sound walls, and
alorg the bike rrails. Scaled in size from
2- wo 15-feet tall, the colorful concrete
vessels take the foom of vases and tea-
pois, gazebos and seating arcas. They
include planting and seating and were
I:ll:'.\iHI'tl.'l:I an '|,|ni||_|.|.|.' nq'iﬂhhn::lrl'l-:u sl
markers. Unformnately, they alsoacted
as a ligheening vod for community re-
sentment wward the broumalioy of the
parkway slicing through neighbore-
hoods, capecially because the peoject
wis complered as the economy bgan
pocleclime. The 2472 000 price tag, while
it exorbitant for the amenides pro-
vided, became a symbol of governmeni
|:|.'-:|.'|11i|:".-'i.l:,-' andd sowen wfter the projec
wins completed it became a source of
public debate, neary eading o the
demise of the public art progrom, Five
WS |:rq'r IT!I,II_'l1 I"l’!lll;.' IR n'!."'h“:\
|'I".1"|-\."'\|t'l!. '-II1I:I many I'I.I"a'l'.' kel H|1l.'
project their Bvoorite poblic am insealla.
[ETRTH

Mot all of the Phoenician soreet
projects are large inscale, however
Many of them focus on the creation of
netghborhood ddencoy ar an oo
poedestrian scale, On Dunlap Avenue,
Seattle artist Garth Edwirds created 50
painted steel tree puards. shaped like
humans standing alongside newly
planted trees, On Central Avenuoe
Doy Weigel, Howard Sice and Juan
angd Parricia Mavarceie created 2 series
of eirculnr medalions, cut-out meatal
pranels embellished with Southwest im
agery and mounited on lighting stan-
dards. These projects, like the hrudpes
and sowmd walls, have enbaneed the
city's thoroughfives,

The program in Phoenix continues
i prosper, with new stresiscapes
bridpes and bike trails in variows stages
of development. The city may still
sprawl, amd it may sgill be groecing, bt
it has developed an intellipently
planned public an program that is
leenaling esthetic and character ws irs
groath amed setling 1 stzmclarl forother
citigs ins the United siates. W
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$175 Bil

HIGHWAYS

ion Mystery

Why Do Newspapers Gei So Close lo Politicians
On the Federal Transportation Bill?

By Joun M. Biers

cwspapers by thedr very namre
N like 1oy keep local members of

Congress at arm’s length,
Whether the torum i straight news or
an cditorial, they don’t want to appear
1o be too close o politicians or the
positions they espouse, But they have
tossed this practice aside on at leastone
piece ol current lHEhE:LLi.-: w, The [rans-
portation bill,

The kill, which is knowmn as the
Intermodal Surface Transpomation -
ficiensy Act (ISTEA), represents the fed-
cral povertiment's prime oormmeiment
iy highwiays and ransic and, at 3175
hilliom owver sivears, Is one of s largest
programs overall. This year's debate
has once again split Congress into re-
glonal camps sparring for highway dol-
lars. Bait what's been instructive for
mieclia watchers has becn the WAV NEWE-
papers have lined up with local con-
gressmen, parroting their “we're right,
they 't wrong” batthe ory in editorisls
arciuind the nation.

Commenting on how Soathern paoli-
ticking for transportation dollars would
"Balkanize the nation” and “deny” New
Jersey dis due, The Asbury Park Press
r_l:;llu_ﬂ_l. iix senaiors and likened their
adversaries in the Sunbell 1o “S-vear-
alds complaining thatheir shice of pea
isn't 35 big as their sister's.” The Dallas
Morning Mews declared that “the fund-
iIIH_ I'Il.'.\l.'.l:l.'\l 1:-F I[II:':NI!'I- iI.1I|1.| L:IIIEI:I J'd.j'.l“fl'
grovwth states can no longer be ipnored™
by those who “recelve far more federal
highweay dollars than they put in” The
we wiintours " chant soonded oo West
as well, where The Idaho Statesman
imsdsned the Gem State should nod by
penalized just because ewer people
live there than in Mew York or Pennsyl-
vania. "Idaho deserves s fic share of
fecheral highway money,” the newspa-
peer wrole,

These egditorals secm awkward, al-
mast unseemby, We're not used B aee-
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iIIE NEWHPAIErs clheer the home 1eam
and bBoo the upps-n.-.:ili::n i CpLeite thiis
tashion,

This hyper-parochialism extends o
NEWS CUE TARE 1S wiell. As this FCPOrter
can attest Froom :"I’I.'l.'.“.llll'lﬂl c.u.i:rrl:‘]tl‘l.ct.
we who report on ISTEA well the tale in
the parrowest of erms, O soories
assess whether PSTEA willl enshle local
officials 1o waden the intorstate or re-
pair the beidoe that gives compusters
the chills. They alimost never include
any discussion beyond “How much”
and "What can we do with i {1F the
srare's h1ﬂ(iinﬁ b=wesl s bowor, the main
Cpuiess i in “Who screweil |.|F.|?"' lrvars
ably, the story also gets better play than
its good-news COunErpans.j

To be sure, MEWSPAPHERS (S] I-u:-t}‘:-
an eve on how local laiwmakers Bre in
dq:li-.-q:ring federal dollars for local
projects wital tow jobs and the coonomy
It comabd even bee argued thar members
il 'I:,:II_I-T'IET\'I.!H'-G have D t!l]'I“H.iIH-I.'ll'l imare
important than serving theie districts
anid newspapers no GReater respons-
Bilivy than cvaluaring that service. Amnd
fowr all thedr shomcomings, at least these
newspapers are warching ISTEA

The same cannot be said of the ma-
jor nationzl datles, which have almost
cntirely lgnoced ISTEA, As with presi-
ous transportation bills, the national
press is avolding ISTEA presumahly be-
CAUSE MAny [Mansportation stories so
|_'||::-;|_ri:|-' Imvolve mestro Frin:_1ri|i.-|.'1. mciroe
officinls amd meino decisions. What's
more, the sheer vastness and diversity
of America and its landscape dictane
pgainst one-size-fits-all coverige as
much as against one-size-fits-all gov-
ETTNEEE pu|'i|:'5'. Srill, ISTEA souchues on
nummercus nationd maners, from the
environment wo the smartering of social
problems associaved with sprawl. And
then there sthe bigpest national matier
of all: the money—ILlots of it, especially
when one considers that billions in

private and stare fonds are feveraged
on federal dolbrs, Indeed, the mose
chilling implicacbon of the lack of ISTEA
coverape aay be the Ffollowing fact:
Coongress will spend 8 175 hillion largely
rattfing the stams quo with nary a
quecstion asked.

Instesd, the coverage is dominated
by thie regional press, whirh n-epl.:lrrmhr
issue strictly from a local point of view,
This intense focus on the impact back
home distraces reporters from ques-
1i11n|'ng_ ban'il:_';um:mrlril‘:.n:a.ﬁl'ld disorie-
AN mre croative lawmakers From
thinking big because they know the
homerown paper only cires about the
batom line. Lasmakers spend cowne-
bess howes poring over funding levels in
arcane charts and haranguing each other
tosallin a fesw more dollars o thede suires
when I|'|-:_1.' could bhe u.*-ilf‘:u_i'r the teme and
encrgy o examine issues thar affecy all
of enany congressional districes, such as

Jokn Biers i Stater Nevws Sevvice s leasing
_pn:lr.hs'.l:r FEPOTET, COUECTTRE draRip o ria i arel
wiher J'sun_ﬁ'.lr .rrra.'.':l,'ral.'!rn i frfnLlM:ﬁ.ler,
Conmections and J‘a:l'ulj'&mrl'_.rn'-'.llr 'i-'i:':r.'l':lrrr:'-
i, Mg 7999 I',;l'n'ﬁl'mfl’r :Jffﬁfl‘:-l.‘]ml'
If-.'l.-lr.llrg'r. iedhere b n'|'-u_'.l'l.lr'ru" i Ulwired Nearer
Fistory and wrote ariy vesisa for i
Harpard Criveon, John ' sories bave
.u_,blp.-.-..rq-." in Tk Bayion Lolobe Ths Hair.
miore St e The Chrintian Srienee Mons
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the pluses and minuses of high oceu-
pancy vehicles o the reasoms Amitrak
and other transit sysiems lose money,
Even mame: impormantdy, thiey don'n ask
the hig questions that should be obvi-
ous, e owur fmansportation policy
aeldress our infrastructure problems in
the most sensible, efficient, environ-
mentally sound way? Will 1I5TEA help
or hurt local and mational tmnsporta-
i Could it be maule betger?

As the cardy coverage of [STEA sup-
gests, the media, like wmakers, will
avoid these gquesdons ar all costs, We
will write dozens of stories abour con-
gressional earmarks, cither tochronicle
local projects, or o dismiss the whole
rat race as the latest quest for old-
Fashioned pork. Forgotten will be the
Fact that these projects collectively
amound 10 less than 5 percent of the
ol spending in the bill. Shouldn'twe
also cover the other 8165 billion? An-
other typical picce is the fake-transpor-
tation story, These usually popup when
lawmakers seck to amend 15TEA on the
floor of the Howse or Senate with a
proposal on a ho-bumon issoe, like
affirmartive action and rthe drinking age.

Formula fight stories are also peren-
nial Favorites, but they do mot get ag the

kev issues eithers, As Clifford Winston, a
transportation specialist ar the
Brookings Instituwtesn pucs i, “Thee seane
which gers the money s not the impor-
tant issue, Whao cares whether Chicago
or Los Angeeles gets the money for the
bridge? The important issue is not how
they re divying up the money, it's the
underlying philosophy,”

S0 far, our legislators have not ar-
vheulated any underlying philosophy
bevond the everybody-wins scenarioof
more money for everybody—a polits
cally popular panacea thar hiscory sug.
pests does not always resuln in berers
trunsportaticn policy. Part of the peoeb-
bermn here is thar the country is in a
period of ransiton with regard to roads
andd transit systems and no one is quite
sure where it will lead

Some policy experts believe we have
already begun w “devolve” power back
to the stares forteansporation whether

wie fully realiee it or not, Though widely
praised, the frst ISTEA did not revelu:

the next geacration, That 1991 bill
maintained the federal government’s
role of providing londing for the 50
states, while enhanging somewhat the
povoer of lscal communities o influ-
ence st departments of Ensporta-
tion. It didnteeally fit comfortably into
the devolution model and represents
either an interim step wward some
long-perm policy or 4 derowr. But what?

“"Im the 1920, we necded oo ger
America out of the mud and in the
L9501 s, wee wanted the interstae,” ob-
serves Frank Franoois, Executive Lhiree-
1o af the American Associstion of State
Highway and Trunsportation Officials,
“There is very little vision as fo where
America should go™

O visionary figure did speak up
carlier this vear, Tt his idea wasn'y
exgotly whar Francois and other trans.
portation interests had inmind, Bepre-
sentative John Kasich, the lconoclastic
Crhic Bepublican who chades the House
Budget Committes, proposed sinply
killing the federal highway progeam in
Evor of dhevolution i la welfre reform.

tionize federal ransporttion policy for | His bill would have solved the formula

dilemma by allowing states to keep
theeir gas receipes and by revoking most
federal mandares. Te dicd, not becanse
nathenal hikghway proponcenis amicu-
latedl am airtight defense of the staoas
ipuer, bt because they ipnored Basich’s
initigive,

The media might have scized upon
Kasich's proposal as a springboard tor
debate over what our transportation
podicy oughit io be. This ohjective sounds
abseract, but it need mwoa be, Readers
underscand whatic's like o slog through
rush-hour teaffic—a undversal problem
that will onky get worse 18 more among
the nation's booming fmmigration
population take o the roads, They live
with smog and other environmeneal
prablems stemming from road wse and
thev're beginning w develop a bener
semsed o the causes and effects of speawd,
thanks in part (0 some SIMONE Coverage
of the subject in bath local and national
MEWSLLETS,

One probable reason Kasich's pro-
posial dicddn’e stimubiie more discussion
is that the media was caugh off guaed,
The original ISTEA bill pumped $155
Billion intotranspormanion over six years.
Yer, there has been linle iF amy follow-
up on that legislation, How can we
assess where we should go if we don't
know where we ane?

These stories don't need o be dey
burcaucrathc vams. The 19910 bill al-
lonared bt dicd not require stwes to shift
Lepr ey T pervent of the i highway money
fo) mass fransit.

ot states ook advantage of this
flexibility far more than others. One
story might compare states and con-
rrast how the communities view ghe
next round of funding, Another story
might assess how freguenty staes in-
vest in old roads as opposed o con-
structng new ones; the laer is wsually
mare popular for polidcians but ool
necessanly betier for rransporiation.

The media also needs w ilwminae
the: link berween what Congress does
i fails o do and the effect back home.
Sprawl is a good example, Some trans-
poration experts credit the 1991 [STEA
bill with placing the issue on the public
agenda in the first place.

Pricer v 15 TEA, the commaon assumips
g wizs that market forces dreove the
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unfettered expunsion of roads that ex-
plosit the environment, deplete the cit-
ies of citizenry, increase trlfic conges-
tion and dissipare communiy Fesources
overall, By empowering local commu-
ity planning organizations, ISTEA has
been eredited with  helping
policymakess and the media understand
how federal and state highway spend-
Ing has also encowraged this prowth
Soine versions of the current ISTEA bl
seck wr strenpthen efforts o counter
sprawl. They include requirements for
states and local povernments o fully
disclose their wansportation spending
by pobideal jursdiction and o rewand
stmees that pracoice "smart prowth” with
£25 million in extra planning. The me-
dia shosulel gueestion if these proposals
go far enough and truck their progress.

Privatization is also gaining ascen-
tlancy as a1 longeterm framspoeation
SERLTEQY QMO SOe Promincnl -
hysas, Moting that public buses and rails
have lostbillions, Winsion of Brookings
Eavars privatization o heighten comgpe-
titson and end some of the least coo-
nomiieal practioes of the stams quo.
Rather than contnuously offer service,
a firm might run wrains or buses ar peak
times, lEavimg competitoers to serve the
community at other times, These
changes woubd hanm numerous vested
interests and haven’teven made it on b
Congress's radar screen, but a well-
wersed media might ask Lowmakers why
they haven't saved a Few million dollas
for somve pilol projects.
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Respomsibility for many of these sto-
rics primacily flls on the natonal me-
dia. The big papers posscss the plat-
form o force lawmakers to take
ranspoctation sericusly and are the
best situated to teack the issues both in
Washingen and around the cowntry.
Although the hig papers sometimes
write on sprawl] and other issues, they
Fail tor chose the loop in avoiding ISTEA
They write about ISTEA only when it
fimally passes, or if it bubbles over into
hot political stories. Forinstance, thene
were plenty of stories when Transpor:
tation Committee Chairman Buod
Shuster challenged Speaker Mewt
Gingrich’s tenuous hold of his
spesikership over his plan 1o increase
prEinsportation spending.

The big papers have not covered the
substance of the Bill noe have they
semaghit v influenee the mational penda
with Investiganive repors. A the very
least, it would seem che big dailies
walld wani to shine the spotlights on
I OCVALIVE Iransoftaton programs and
compere projects in different regions
the way they have done with welfare or
education, Certainly they should fol-
loew the mioney,

Some of the reasons for this over.
sighi wre ool uniguee O Ensporiaon.
Issui-based jourmslism is almost abeays
given short shrift in favor of conflice
And within transporation reporting it-
self, highways and rail lag fie behind
aviation In weerms of sexiness. More-
over, transporacon docs oo lend i

self to guick mastery.

Reporiers who oy o cover 1STEA
will quickly discover that much of the
debare is not conducied in English
“Fou have o have a Ph.I, to under-
starul wiiat thevre malking about,” oh-
serves American Automobile Associas
tiomn spokesman Bill fackman. Indeed.
when attending 15 TEA hearings, report-
ers will continually need o backirack
mentally to e to remember the differ
ence between “vehicle miles trivebed”
andd “highway Lie miles.” As soon s
they Giguire v out, they'll discover the
dliseussion has shifted to the “minimum
allocation.”

As with other debanes, we necd o
remember thar the vocabulary of
I5TEA—Including the Inscrurable ame
of the bill irself—has been deslpned for
a reason, “Mavbe b isn't In the best
interests of the people on the Hill oo
make it understandable,” Jackman sug-
gosts. "I they keep it in jargon, they can
continme o rum it the way they like, Tes
basically a system where the people in
power are rewartded for their ability o
get more money for their stares. Mak-
inggiteasier 1o understand may be some-
what threatening.”

The ransportation commiltices ne
main pespular on Capivel Hill because
they hiave proven o be doekets to reclec-
wiom, If chey aren't glven a whole lot of
misilia serutiny, the campaign beoomis
that much casier. Whether or not our
fransportition system is the better forie
i5 cpuite ancther gquestion, W
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Big Trucks and the Railroads

WASHENGTON —April 24, 1997, S
wellingion of hesa, Az, wells the Seane
Commerce Commistee heew an 80,000-
posind daiibde railer irock kil his eighe
smnionth pregnant wike, Cathy, anc senicusiy
injured fowr of ks children Wellingion
ells o he jobned Cidzens for Heliable
arwl Sl Higglhwsays “Begsiese it s a grosip ol
organiesd citizens who have expersences
sam bar o mune, working 0 prormiie Beien
ik salery.” He urges the commdtiee o
s boprisdatiom thar wasobd place ncw Bintiis
i e aih:'|:|'1|'|,.||,l,:.l.'l|'l:|‘i|i|'|ﬂl|:.|l:.l‘|!|.'|.-.|¢|.|ll.c
s,

CNILEAG — My 28, 15997 Dhvscioas. ard
police i meeimhers ol the NHoeds Cilrxens
fowr Sale RBoads at o press conference urging
e sres’s coapresticmal dede pEmnin 10 op-
prrese e i by O American Trckoing Assi-
cipbiond B deerfur D Redesil Froesl i
eripile eraiker prucks.

HECHAMONTY, VA —Pune= S 1957, Mesms-
brers of the Yirginia Croalicon for Safe Roads
stand in bront of a ple ik neck and
g ihe sare's congressional dele gation 1o
appisa any fedoral kegisbgion thag weald
allever lirger tracks on the state' s highwans,

By Davin Barnes

ound familiar? Tt shouwld, Press
S comferences like these ocour regni-

|:r}'r|.' arcieesd thes naticn. Hisied
by “grissrools citisens groups,” the
media events fearure Emilies of ruck
accident victims whio descreibe h-:’m'l]h:g.'
have chanmebed their gril.'f s Ectiom
b fighring the voucking imlusiry's ef
Forts o open the nation’s roads to cver-
bpgesr trucks. Ar other press oonfer
CAces, CMEIEency room doctors and
atate troopers describe the wragedy of
crashes involving bigeer trucks. The
press conberenoes always featore catchy
visuals, such as a 100-foor long riple
erailer truck or poster-size photographs
of Fmily members killed in rick acei-
dents. The neatly packaged events con-

tain all the clements of a compelling
news story: orying vicrims fighting back
against corporate groed, an easy villain
and grear visuals,

The sponsors of the press confers
ences, the Coalition Against Biggrer
Trucks (CABT) and Citizens for Reli-
able and Sabe Highways (CRASH) and
their affiliates, are front groups or the
railroad indusiry, which has poured
cash and ftechnical St it thee
ErORLEp sippie 1997 as peart o 2 natiomnal
elfort against changes in federal wans-
prorrition laws char could divert freight
Lo bigeer trucks. Radroads and mano-
Gucturers of caillecad cars and other
copudpancnt have enlisted safety advo-
cate and Public Citizen President Toan
Clavbroobk, amilles of truck crash vic-
tims and a host of consultants o com-
bat @ ruching imdwsory anscons go buolld
it dmee o8 a safe form of transporta-
(1T B

Television viewers may remember a
1991 comimercial fearuring a glant rruck
bearing down on 3 worman driver and
two small children, Thar commercial,
which bore the disclaimer thar it was
|:||.|.i-|:‘i hoor by the Assodciation iaf American
Railroads (AAR), helped convince Con-
press po freere federal truck sise and
weeight limiis e also signaded the seam
ol a0 guerrilla campuaign by the cailroad
il isseey 1o defeat any fumire ammemprs
by teuchers and freighn shippers o in-
crease truck sizes,

Bailroads shunmed the Wmclight af-
e that campaign, enlisting their sup-
pliers as the primary source of revenue
for CRASH's campadgn of press confers
ences and lobbying by vicrims snd their
families. The effort heated up in 1995
as Congress began cebating leghshiticr
creating the Mational Highvay System
and the Department of Transpartation
prepared o open four Southwesiern
states to Mexican tucks. The il roads

steategy, a8 outlined in a confidennial |

merno, was oo influence DOT's ongo-
ing studics on truck size and weight
policy, build public opposition o al-
ll::l'WII.'IE_ Mexican trucks into the Daiged
States, and prevent f:.l,ﬂ1!.p’l.‘aﬁ. T ene-
seting any wholesale ingreases in truck
sizes anil weights either as part of the
MHS bill or the 1997 reauthorization of
a larger highway liw

The AAR, the lobbying group for
barge railvcads, docsn'tlike to calk about
irs hehind-the-scenes supporcof CRASH
and CART, which it hel ped create. While
the asspciatson acknowledges spend-
ing more than &5 milllon on the cam-
paign stnoe 1995, It won't talk about
where the money went. An August 25,
199 CRASH press conference ar San
Francisco l'_'.h':,r Hall feaiured AAR euﬂi-
neering consultant Roger Mingo stand-
ing in front of a giant treck and telling
reporiers about his study concluding
that senior citizens are 3.2 times more

David Baraer covery Corgres: aral fedend
agencies for Traffic Werld, o weekly businesr
rrwagesine wimied by the Ecovwomist Grawp,
Privr to covering the freipht tranaportation
ndeesery, Barvies woorked at revespapers in
Mamachuoers, Coltfersita, New Jerrey amd
Pemmpizvanta. He aliv ook o side trip o
Capiral FlL, wdrere be worore legiviarfon and
thaped public relarions svarepy a5 an aide re
foemner UL 5 Rep. Dick Zivamer, B-M L

Nieman Reports | Winwer 1997 55



likely vo die inoa heavy treck crash than
drivers under the age of 65,

Testifying before Congress on April
24, 1997 on behalf of CABT affilizie
Texans for Safe Roads, Lofking, Texas
Mayor Louis Bronsogh cited o siudy by
ey University ol Tewas pru,ml'u.-.sdmi a5
sering that inersased use of bipgger
trucks wonld cost $12.6 Bbillion in high-
way breidgpe reconstruction or replace-
racnl The study was funded by AAR.

In sputhern Callfornia in October,
Californians for Safe Highwayvs, a CABT
affiliate, bepgan distributing an anabysis
of the safery record of triple triler
trucks authored by none other than
AAR consultant Mingo,

The national lobbying and public
relations effort his had the il industen's
thesdred el Atperps h:..' Canada o
allow lowgrer trucks into the Unived
States wnder the Mol vmerican Free
Trade Agreement have met withstaunch
resisrance from DOYT, A 1999 propasal
o cxempi delivery trucks from federal
safery regulations was watered down
by Congress ioa pilot project following
a CRASH press conference. The Ameri-
can Trucking Association has found lictke
supporn in Congress for wholesals
changes in truck sizes as pam of legisla-
tipn reauthorizing the [ntermodal Sar
face Transpomation Eficiency Act

The campaign was not without its
financial and political coses, AAR s
dhevoresd half of its 10,6 million lobby-
ing |1I.II;_|E,I:'1 iy the issue over the st
three years at a time when Congress
was deregulating the railroad Industry
sl imvestigating radleoad safety. The
andi-truck efiors have also angered the
rrucking industry, a potent political
frerce bodh nadonally and in state capl-
ralks.

The palleoads” obsession with cks
ks mot new, nor s it unwarranted, Trocks
are getting bigeer and crnding increns.
ing amounts of freight. Federal weight
limits came into being in 1956 with the
creation of the [nterstaie Highwiy Sys
tem, That law set limits at 73,280
poursks. The maximum weight was ine
crepsed v B0 000 pounds in 1975, The
Tas2 Surface Transporation Assistanoe
Act required all sgates vo allow 48-Foo
peailers and trucks hauling twin 28-Foot
trailers oo interstates. With the excep-
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Triple trasler track parked i front of the UL Capeted during Conlitron Against Bigeer Trivcks
Jreri cirgfeverice in Seplember.

ton of the rwin 28-foor trcks, LEYs
(longer combination vehicles) are lim-
itecd b0 cermmin areas of the couniry
Turnpike doubles (gwin 48-foo orail-
ers) make up 2 percent of the nation’s
truck fleet and operate on only 1 per-
cent of the nation's roads. 'I'ri|!|l|'.“ trail-
ers make up bess than one-ienth of 1
pervent of the national feer ancd oper-
ahe in 10 states, mosthy in the west

The number of trucks used in for
hire transporation increased 24 per-
cent between 1062 and 1992, The usc
of LCYs doubled over the same period
Filbry-five pevcent of the nation's freight
travets by ouck, while only 162 per-
ceni goiss by rallroad, according o DERI-
Motraw Hill's ammual freight transpor-
fatiom forescass

Rl roads SHY their fight against in-
creased truck capacity is g maner ol
economic ife ordeath. Every time trucks
et brger, trucking companics drop
their raves o B the addivonal space,
pem paing railroad customers 1o switch
mides. AAR paints a doomsday sce-
nario called a “service qualiy splral "
which s coomomists say would hap-
pen if the trucking indusoy was al-
lowed o operate LOYs mationwicds,
Lovweer rtes, bess freight and highasr vmit
costs for mmuck-competitive freighe
would reduce the profitabiliny of trains
Eailreseds woomled then reduce the nome
ber of train stants, slowing serdce and

decreasing reliaghility. This would in-
crease the wdal coses of WHINgE rail =ere
'|.'i-q_1:.,rt-.l[l:ll'rinﬂnllnu.l,h-ur::furthurrh AVET
rates and raising unil cost,

Both the General Accounting Office
aned the 1IMOT say AAR's ploomy eco-
nonmie analysis docs nor ke into ac-
coumt incrcased productivicy from eadl-
road mergers and technological
ailvsinces. Between 1959 and 1992, 60c-
cording to DOT, mailroad productiviny
increased an average of 5.9 peroent
anaually.

The coonomic impact of larger trucks
on railroads amd highways i haed Do
qpuantify, Ordered by Congress to ke
a comprehensive ook arthe inoreasing
use of larger imacks, DOV has stroggled
oy e r|.1g_|;'li1r:r An pecurate pi.-|11|r|-'.
Thae agency i= mearky a Fear late i e
leitsing: its assessment of what sould
happen o raileoads if ruck sgee and
wirigthi inereised, DT alficials say they
are having difficuby cocating an acou-
cite cconomie model o measure the
amount of diverston of freight from
rillroads tebigger trucks, Privately, they
acknowledpe infighting among thoem-
sehves and feeling pressure from treck-
ers and railroads o skew the resulis
o way or the other, In the meantimee,
truckers continue their relentless push
for increased productivity

Trucking companies and feeight ship-
pers employ the “salami metic” vonibble



away at opposidon o hig-
ger trucks. They press ar the
state level to increase iruck
siipe i weights, Meighbor
ing states tollosy suit to re-
mipin competitive, resulting
in eventul | e L D e i
rewe mticnal stancdand. Com-
wress s a frequent plaverin
this, approving exemplions
to Pederal weight laws for
individual states or indus-
triea. The House Trinspure-
tatlon Commmines voed in
Seprember o coemp sugar
cane houlers i Loudsiana,
logming mrucks im Malne and
Mew Hampshire and dis-
tributors of concrete panels
in Clorado from federal
truck weight laws,

The ATA tried earlier this
year bovwin railroad suppaor
of a proposal to allow stams
to Sl their own truck siee
and weight policy and 1o
sllcrer priphe trailers in four
addiricmal noew states where
thee big prucks are currently
sllonaresd
bite, and ATA has deopped
the preoposal foe mow,

Somde trucking compi-
nics, howeser, continue o pash their

Railroads didn's

oo inerests before Congress. A group
of shitppeers and some tnecking com p-
nies, for cxample, are urging Congress
to incresase the mastimum federal tuck
wzight vo 97 000 pounds, which s.ould
alorer them to carry heavier cargo such
as irom and soecl.

Trucking compankes like United Par-
cel Service, which consolidace freight ac
regicnal hubs pricr todelivery toa final
destination, like triples beciuse the
smmadler erailers are mone cost=cillootive
than hauling half~cmpty trailers, With
manufaciurers and stores increasingky

rebying o the just-in-time delivery of

raw mteriaks and products, sosme mack
ing companics want o ORerile o
triples

Triples, which arc longer than a 10-
story bullding is tall, star in ante-truck
ads becavse of the visceral reactwon
they provoke. Trock drivers dion't ke
the big rigs elther, saying thelr en-
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dency o sway at highway specds makes
them more difficult to kandle than other
prucks. The rucks are also difficult oo
brake, with many drivers using a tech-
mbgpuie: knomon as peesverbraking, inwhich
thiey Pt e ot on the brake to slomy
the bruck whileapplying s to keep the
truck strivight, “Icslike pullinga snake,”
savs Joe Hyant, 2 mamger o Yellow
Froight System's Salt Lake Ciry, Urah

terminal,

Trucking companies insist the iriples
are =afe, citlng statisiics showing the
rate of accidents for wipkes s lower
than other wehicles im the states whene
they are allowed wooperate. The rack-
ing-imchustry funded Traffic Safeoy Alli-
ance distribares tesomonials from state
highwuy officials praising the safery
record of trple trailer rucks,

CRASH and CABT groups cite cail-
road industry studics showing chaton a
prer capita basis, thee tnphes are actually
miore dhangerous than ortheer 147%s

.-'lh' AIRERS § |.|:|I:II'I|'|'|'.: |lr.l|'{:|'-,'||l.r _||'.J!'.l.|'.'|| |l|‘,',ul;:|'.- I |'.l"\¢ S F PR B AR
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The= fedleral governmeni is \.plil in
Ihl'.\.‘ll’rl:.'l:b!l:-ii-l_g-l,'l' rrucks The Genaeral
Accounting Office savs Jrsar state
cecord-keeping, the small aumber of
rriples i operation and their pestric
L Bo certain rowtes make i difficul e
assess how safe the big figs are

A DOT smody coneluding thar 1OV
are safer than non-LCVs was not re-
l=ased for mwere than a year after dts
completien because of complainns by
senmior DHOT afficials about the acouracy
cf the conclusicns, The trucking indus-
try is citing the study in its eflorts o
offset the damage done by the safety
grow pes and o win supportof new triple
roautes andgd I:|rg4:'r rcks

Thwe current battieground between
thie fwo indusinios is southern Calilor-
nii, where trucking companies have
woirrked for more than teo YRS L
bl support for o proposal sooallow
eripbe treilers on portions of Interstanes
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15 and M) in eastern San Bernading
County. Daoing so, they chim, sould
make the coonomically depressed re-
givn a distriburion hub, cresing 1,570
ey jobis and saving the vrocking indus-
ey §49 million wnnually.

The sakety groups have fought hard
and well in California, convincing the
srate Legislatune to pass a non-binding
resclutionopposing the routes, Because
triples have niever been allowed in Calis
fornia, Congress must approve the ex-
cmption from current federal law
CRASH and Californians for Safe High-
ways, a CABT affiliate, are buttonholing
voers at shopping mails to sign petis
tioms wrging the region’s congressional
dlelegmtion o appose the miple routes.

To help make their case, trucking
comipanies are employing the Fraffic
Safety Alliance, the nonprofit edoca-
tienal group that promotes the safery
record of reiples. The group draws fis
Funding from the rucking indusury and
comsists solely of public reladons con-
sultants who proffer packers of safety
stansoics, offer lawmakers and repon-
ers rides in triples and offer pro-triple
truck drivers as witnesses at public
mectings on the proposal.

The California campaign has mken a
new rwist in recent months, The powers
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Il Califoyrmia Trucking Association has
begun ashing out at raileoads for fund-
Ing the safery groups. “The raillroad
indusiry has heen spending all of is
time andmoney on mega-mergers, frong
groups and ant-truck propaganda,
while i3 own radl service and safery
deteriorares, Clearly, the railroad in-
dustry needs o examine js own safery
record and re-pricritbze their objecs,”
satied Joesl Anderson, executive vice presi-
dent of the California Trucking Assoe
cimtion,

CTA, which is separste from the ATA,
has begun publicizing safery and ser-
vice problems at the Union Pacific Rail-
ol The 135-year-obd railroad is suf-
Fering a service and safery melodown as
a result of is 1996 acquisidion of the
southern Pacific Railroad, whech left
the western Undved States wath onby
oo major rallroads. A the same time,
Morfolk Southern Ballroad and 8%
Transportation are secking federal ap-
proval to split Conrail bepaeen them,
Thiz big East Coast merger, combined
with the Union Pacific’s problems, has
brought the raileoad industey under

e e - = A m e T T T e e e, e e e

scrutiny from federal regulators con-
cerned about the impact of rail mergers
on safety and service,

While ATA so far is distancing issell
From the ancl-rall activites in Callformia,
the association has threatened o seck
ceonomic reregulation of the railroad
industry if the safety groups continue
their attacks, In May, ATA raised con-
cerns about rail safety o the Surface
Transportation Boand, which must ap-
prove the splitup of Conrail

The board is 1o vore on the merger
next spring. Al the same lime, Congress
will be considering legislation reautho-
rizng both the board and federal rail-
roid sabfery pegulations. Comjrandes thar
ship large amounts of freighn want Con-
gress o increase economic regulation
of the railroads. Unions want Congress
to impose tougher safery laws on the
railroads. And the trucking industry,
which will be pushing for bigger and
heavier trucks in the highway bill that
will be debared into nest vear, will have
a prime target for revenge on the rail-
roads. B
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The Case for Bus Rapid Transit

By Jonx E Kav

uch has been wiritten abou

America’s love affair with the

automobile. That's why
Mieman Reports s devoring the bulk of
thiis ecliticom 1o l'llth.‘.ﬂ}"!-i. What has been
overlooked bas been America’s love
wffir with electric trains—what | have
called the “Lionel Comples.” If the ob-
et of this passion were just maodel
traims thatspecd aroond Christmas trees
we coubd undecstand the pleasure thag
adulis, as woell as children, enjoy in
running them. Unfortunately, the pas-
sion extemls o full-size trains thar ur
ban planners have folsved on city after
city im an alleged effort w sobve com-
muter problems. The result has boen
Failoree s the cost has been billlons of
dloallinrs,

Lo Anpeles is the prime exsample of
choosing the wrong wechnology for
improving locl frransportation needs.
Despite proof that fare reductions
wiruld increase bus ridership dramari-
cally, officials pushed ahead with con-
struction of a hugely expensive heavy
rall line and an extensive light il sys-
temm. The chodee of rail 0 serve Los
Angeles's dispersed cmplovment il
resident pattern was cleardy a mistake,
andd | kmorayr of no competont wansg-on
plinner who thinks the choice made
any sensg

Toymake matters worse, Los Anpeles's
crvor has been, and continues o be,
repepted in city alter city in the United
Srares and in other parts of the world,
More than 200 billion of government
subsidics has been spent in a largely
unsuccessfol cffort to incresse eransit
ridership. Alarge fraction of this money
has been wasted. Pontband, Ove., San
Do, Houston, Atlanca amd several
other cities duplicated Los Angeles’s
sucoess in inereasing transin cldership
by spending txpayer dollars to reduee

Bres and to expand bus service, With
the exception of Houston, all of these
citics abandoned these syccessful poli-
cics in Fvorodthe |:'v|_r|$1n||:_1'|r,annf|;11-'51_|}'
and incllecal rail SyRLE TS, Small rid-
Eﬁh!p imcredses oF declines were the
resulr,

Mothing can be done about these
past mistakes, althowgh o sood case can
be mvade For discontinuing cail service
inca number of citics. The argument for
not extending these sysrems or build.
irgg nenar ones 1s even sironger. in Los
Angeles and elsewhere, transit opera-
pors should stop throwang good momcy
ifter bad in an effort oo make ill-con-
peived] wnd inapproprinte il systems
“weork,” They should instead vse avail
alrle pransic subsidics o expand an<d
improve their bus sysiems, which e
main the backbone of their mansit sys-
[ETS.

Local ard national media mest ac
cept a significant portion of the blame
b the naticon's costly love affir with
clectele rams. ln eity sfier city, metno-
poditan dailies and TV statons have
been uncritical boosoers of I-conoeived
rail proposals and have grossly mislead
their readers and viewers about the
Benelits and costs ofthese investments.
While there is nothing they can do
aboul past sins, it is oot too lnte o make
amcrals, See, for example, editorials in
The Houston Cheondcle friom Febraary
through August this year sapporting
Cealias’s Hghr mail systemn

Hiere are facts for cdiors and report
ors B0 Keep i mind as their cities cone
sider transit Improvements:

Decline in Riders

In 15T transit ridership inthe United
states reached an all-time high of 22.5
million annyal boardings (onlinked

tripa). Thereafter, it declined, e pree-
cipitously and then more gradually,
uniil 1972 srhen iv was less than a thind
of its 1947 lewvel,

Rerocesen 1972 and 1980, alded by
mre than § 200 billion in government
subsidhies and by a temporary boost
from higher gas prices and shortages,
bvmrdings increased by 26 percent, AF
ter 1980, ridership declioned and then
recovered until a slower growth inreal
suhsilics and continued salbuarban-
ation led wo small, bur persistent, de.
tclines. For the encire period from 1972
o 1995 annual boardings grew by 15
porcent. This perbod, hoswever, was
characterized by large increases in radl
operations, which have higher rransfer
rates, Whien the boardings da are cor-

This picewre of fohe £ Kain fn Egypt e
abew ornr it arowrd-the-arld srip this year.
He is the Ceetl and Jda Greens Chatr [or the
Sendy of Bebener and Society and Director of
ehe Cooil and Iala Green Ceniter for e Stusly
of ctenve and Secieny ae the Diversiey of
Tevar o Dhatlas. He recelved i A B from
Bowding Green St niversiey in 1957 wad
tar A, awd P T .u‘:ﬂ__pf.:'l_ﬁ'r.lm The
Ir.-r!rr'am.-]}' Ll_rl'?.-.l.ﬂ_'ﬁlrnm ik Hr.".l:'w'r_r in S,
Hf_ll'ilrr_lﬁwmwg?ﬁr 7 :l':'_i".i'rr.'}r_;' FLIr L
Kafn was the Hewry Lée Prafesor of Eeonor-
et el Profeser ef Afre-Amercan Stwalies al
Harvard Usiiversiny, advere he taugh for
wrore pher 30 pear,
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rected for this spurious source of rider-
ship growth, annual transic trips grew
by less than 5 percent,

Long-term trends in land use par-
terns and urban tripmaking, which were
interrupted first by the depression and
ther World War 11, are largely respon-
sible for postesar declines in transi
ridership. For the most part, these
tremds were efficient responses to
1.'|'!'.|||“,|.':1 in et r||:1m.' anel 11':|:i|'||5 resl
per I.'ill'lil.u. ircoemes. Al the same time
mistakes in public policy and errorcs by
translt operators in thelr spending of
subsidy dollass caused the declines in
eldership and the associated increases
of public subsidics lor ransit o be
larger than they needed 1o be. In the
case of the oransit industry, the princi-
pal errors were the replacemaent of pri-
vate by public ownership and the use of
disproportionate amounts of available
subsidy dollars for the construction and
operation of costly and Inefective rail
transit systems. Alternatives were avail-
ahle. Subsicy dollars could have been
wsedd B0 pay private trinsis Operators o
provide unprofitable, but desirable,
services, and the huge sums spent o
build and operate rail systems after
World War 11 could have been osed o
by more vehicle miles of bus sevice
and lower fares.

The most serious error of public
policy, however, was arguably the Eil-
ure of govermunenis, which are the pran-
cijral providers of highways and public
transport services, to charge urban
tripmakers prices that reflece the long
run social costs of providing urban trans-
portation Facilities and sernices

Academic Research Findings

With one sxception, scholarly stud-
ies broadly agree with the following
conclusioms about the costs and perfor
mande of alternative public transporn
technologies:

* Experess buses operating on exclu-
sive busways have significantly lower
costs per pssenger wHp than lghe or
hieasy rail systems fnall buot a few simea-
tons.

= Heavy rall has lower per rip costs
than express buscs on exclusive rights-
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of-wray only when routes are very short,
peab-hour volumes are very high, and
net resfdental densives are very high.

* “Frecway Flicrs,” i.e. express buses
operating cn uncongested, but shared,
cxpress highways, have substantially
lerweer costs than heavy rail or bus on
exclusive right-ofway in most situa-
fiomns

a IE'.tprl.'m: s sysloms, il pnwiqh'r_l
with Lﬂrrlﬁr.h.!il:lnal.‘un!rl::llll::l] I'iE]:Il.-tlF—
WIS, will ur:-uﬂl':,-' have liveser cloor-ii.
doop travel dimes than fxed rail sys.
bEms.

I “Ueban Rail in Amerdea,” Bors
Pushkirey and Jeffrey Popan of the
Mew York Regional Plan Associanion
concluded thar e radl transdr systems
st b ovwrer costs thian bus transi
in a wide range of clicumstances in
United States urban areas. Their analy-
sis, however, has been discredited by
Dion Pickrell, Chief Economist, John A
Volpe Mational Transportation Systems
Center, Cambridge, Mass, | whe found
theey had: (a) seriously underestimated
hoth the capital and operating cosgs af
new rail systems relative (o bus svs
tems, and (h) vsed optimistic ridership
projections when 1h1;-:.' appli.d:l;t their
COSL estinnates (o particular mereopohi-
i aeeas. When Pickrell's cormections
are raken ino account, the differences
between the Pushkarev-Zupan resules
ang those of cther scholardly spedies
disappear. In addition, PMckeell failed oo
menthon, of overlooked, the Fact that
the Pushkarev-£upan inalysis assumed
COMmMULeT Buscs apecate on congesied
streets and roads atan average speed of
only 12 mibes an howr. Their cost com-
parisons are much less favorable o rail
ransit when express buses speeds are
usel

The Rail Experience
I:rurirlﬂlht-.l'uﬂllmrlt-.rl:nnlur}' T
fight and heavy rail systems hive been
bruile irs nearly teo dosen 15, cities. An
Urban Mass Transit Administration
stucly of 10 federally funcded rail sys-
tems fowmd that in every case the plins
ners of these systems serously ovenes.
mineited future cidership and seriously
underestimated their operating andd
capital costs. Forccasts of total costs

peririp ringed between $1.53 1o 3,04
per rall passcager, while acmal potal
cosis per il passenger for the same
cight systems varied berween §5.06 and
£16.77. Actual woial cost per rider as 3
percentage of projected ool cost per
rider similarly ranged from a low of 288
percent for Washingtonto a high of 969
percent for Buffale (all figures are in
1988 dollars)

The findings do not in themselves
wlirectly prowve anyithing about the rela-
tive cost-effectiveness of exclusive
busways and rail systems They are rel.
evant, however, for at least three rea.
sons, First, they prowide strong confir
mmatio kor the 1.'|.'i|‘||:1].' e led view that mail
system planners tvpically use oprinis-
tic assumpticas when they develop eadl
system costs. Second, there (s substin.
tial evidemee that rail sysrem planness
frequently “gold-plate” exclusive
busways and employ a variety of other
assumptions that reduce the effective-
ness of bus alternatives. Finally, over-
predicyon of fRture ridership biases
switem choices toward rail, Overty opti-
mistic forecasts of future transit use
Ewvor rail alternatives becawse of their
higher capital costs and because advo-
cates of these systems often rely on a
variery of el boe arguments o justify
their construction, One of the most
comman Of these Arguments is o asser
that central arca streets would be un-
dhle to accommodate hugr. prl.:li'l.'i:li.':_l
numbers of buses. The large numberof
buses projecied e use these streers in
sombe fumire year ks, of course, a result
of overly oplimistic peojections of tran-
sit ridership and central arca employ-
e

Proponents of rail rapid ransit sys-
s have used extravagant projections
of ature ridership (o justify the large
capital costs these systems entail. In
Fact, Because riew rail rapid transr sys
tems are fvpically built in well-devel-
oped transit corridors, where the new
rail lines replace the most heavily mrav-
eled bus line or lines, they attract rela-
vvely few new riders. There may be
benefits froim building oew mail reansi
lines in such situations, but a lange
inerease in the number of sew transi)
passcngers 5 ool among them. Any
growth in ridership char cocurs would
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Facility, Length, Average Weekday Total and Transit Trips, Construction Costs,
And Construction Costs per Transit and Total Trips by Facility Type

(1989 dollar amounts)

Average Weekday Comatractiss Costs | Comarrmevian Coat/

Pirwim Trijs' {muillinms 1989 §=) Wegluday Triges
Facility Miles Tramsie® Total’ Tkl Mile Transit Tovtal % LRT
Traysreiys
El Monre Busway 11.0 13,221 435,000 F10965 L1000 8,200 $2,549 12.8%
Shirley Highway 120 28,140 e ) 1127.2 § 1060 4,520 22 W T 1%
Houston Transitwiys a7T.7 I 23405 TH.562 $302.1 £4.40 | E12.007 23 545 19,35
65, M. Va, 9 3,430 3.2 £180.0 S1B.7D | §52.47H 25,756 2H.9%
Pxeaisave Plaswars | [
{draws 1XR | 200,004 200, (400 L4052 831 50 22010 2016 10 1%
Finshurgh 1iH 47,000 47, Wik 21789 A16.460 | %3, R 3 200G 19 1%
MNew Han. SvaTo |
Awg Heavy Rail 29.0 | 168,500 168500 |£34597 FL19.40 | F2L532 520532 105, 2%
Awg Light Hail L 25475 25,475 2467 1 £37.10 | $19898 S19.898 | 100.0°%

Wizl prwmdser of intstsund amd outbound Eps on an aveage weckiday,
Yverage number of inbound and cuboomsd wEps by buas / rail
*M.'rr::.gt mumber of fnbownd and outbound s b s 7 il and va n|'_|-|:||::|1l: anid mﬂumlu i rhi= firss 4 Eacilities

Foreeample, the benpgth of the Bl Monne Busway is 11 mides; 135221 rransi irips and 43,000 wips weee made onithis facility. Construction
costs were § 10906 million, of § L0 million per mike. The construction cost per seekoday transin trips were $8, 20590 (8100 6m + 15, 221)
and construction coses per weekday total wrip were 82 549 (S1096m + 43,000}, Therofore, the cost per togal wip oo cthe EL Moot
Fuaswary i 12.8% of the oo per tip on the average light rail line (32, 5409m + 19 898 [see Last row] x 100,

have o be due e reductons in door-
exdloor travel time, which in mose in-
stances are modlest or enexisient
The El Monte Busway in Los Ange-
les, the Shirley Highway in the Wash-
imgrten ares, and Houston's North Con-
tra-flore lane had much larger impacts
on transit ridership than new el sys-
tems have had. There are four principal
reasons why these busweays induced Far
more growth in ransi cidership tham
e madl syseems, First, they provided
lnrge savings in travel dme relative 0
the situation that existed betore they
were implemented. The impact of new
ratil systems on door-to-doar travel times
has been far more problematic, Sece
andl, each was implemented in a mp-
idly growing and heavily congesped
corrdor. Third, in contrast 1w most
new rail systems, which have been con-
spructed dnexisting well -developed tran-

sit corrichors, the three busways refermed
to above and most bus-carpool Bcili-
ties have been designed o serve new
transit markers, Finally, the implemen-
tzticin ol e hu!i.w::r Wi I!'|.l|:|i|.':||'r =
eompanied by 3 major expansion in
rrxmsdr sevice levels and by the provi-
sacit of pransit seevice to arcas that wiene
nit served previously.

Bus Rapid Transit
More Cost Effective

Momeaf the recently constrocted rail
sysbems uses more than a fraction of its
peak howur capacity to acoommalane
peak hour demand, In contrase to light
arvd heavy rail lines, where expensive
exeess capacity must goo unused,
carpms, vanpooels ancd other high oc-
cupincy vehicles can wse the exira ca-

pacity of bus-carpool fanes. If ransic |

ricdership increases, a larger fraction of
the capacity of these Gcilities can b
allocated o buses.

The advantage bus-carpool fcilities
have in sharing capital costs is even
miore cvident in the case of 166, the
HOY Parkoway between Morthern Vie-
glnda and the Districrof Columbla. Both
peak direction lancs of this four lane
parkway are used as @ bus and 3+
carpol Bucility during the morming and
evening rush hours, The wse of 1-66 by
buses, moreover, is gquite limited, Only
1% buses per hour, carrying under T
passengers, wsed 156 during the moms
ing peak howr in the year shown, I
teansit had o bear the entire cose, the
capital cost per daily wrip would be
almcsr £52 478, But when ool daily
tripes are waed i the denominator, con-
siruction costs per trip plummets o
§3.523.
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Exclusive Busways

It is tempting to conclude that be-
cause buses using High Occupancy
Vehicke (HEW) Llanes are able to share
excess capacity with carpools, it is al-
WS betier e build shared bus-carpool
facilivies than exclusive buswaws, The
Opgawa and  Pinshborngh  experiences,
however, sugeest such o conclusion
would be premature. First, their cosis
prer total trip are vervsimilar to those of
the Bl Monwe, Shicley Highway and
Houston buscarpool Facilities. In addi-
thon. they differ in imponant respects
anid serve rather different markers than
bus-carpool Fwilities,

Both the Omtawwa and Piasburgh
busways have on-ling stations and carry
significant amounts of walk-on traffic,
In this respect, they closely resemble
many |'iF|1l anil h-:m-:,.' rail SYAICIMS. Baoth
busways, however, are also wsed by
lurge numbers of express bus routes
thar collect thelr passengers at park-
and-ride lots or in suburban residential
arcas and use the busway for a fast
nonstop rip oo the central arca, While
{eis possible to have oneling stations on
a shared bus-carpool Bwility {the El
Monte Busway has one, for example),
the prowision of on-line stops (stagions)
om sharved bus- carpool facilities creares
AUMerous engineering, safety and op-
erational problems, Ohvercoming these
problems may significandy  inercase
capinal costs, Where transin demmand is
sufficient o use a lrge fractdon of an
exciusive busways capaclty as in Ch-
gawen, orin the case of the South Busway
in Pittsburgh, it may simply not be
worth it to allow carpools and vanpools
1o wse e

Successiul exclusive busways are
likely o be shorr and be located in
built-up and fairly dense areas with
relatively high levels of transit vider-
ship. In such situations, they may pro-
vide a superior service for those boaed-
ing at busway stops and provide a
reliable and high-speed right-ofway for
express services from suburban resi-
dhenial areas. I should be undersiood,
marecvier, that the choloe need not be
all or nothing, A well-designed, high-
perormance bus syseem might inchade
berth exclusive busways and shared bus-
citrpoad Facilities. Where an extensive
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network of regional expresswayvs al-
ready exists, it almost certuinly makes
sense to include a number of miles of
shared, bos-carpoal Rcility in the sys-
tem dhesigne Within existing built-up
areas, however, where densitles are
higher, and where there is a porential
Torwalk-on ridership, exchesive busays
mayv B¢ the preferred solution, This is
particularhy true whiasre there exist, a5 in
Pinsburgh, portions of undertilised
or ahandoned rights-ofway that arc
w0 narrow for @ major highway but
hove sufficient wilth for an exclusive
buswray.

When construction costs per orip for
both light and heavy rul systems are
compared to the same statistcs for ox-
chusive: busways ancl shared. bus-carpood
facilities, the situanion s markedly dif
feerent, Mean capdral costs per transit
trip for foure lght rail sysiems are five
[imes as large as the caypdial cost per
transit trip for the Pittssburgh exclusive
b swrays and neacly 10 Gmes i lane as
fior the Oitawa exclusive busways, Fie
mally, the mean capital cost per ol
crip of the same four light il sysrems is
mearly elght fimes s greal as those of
the El Monte Busway and Houston
Transitevays and almost en tmes as
great as those of the Shidey Highaay
HOW lames

Achvocates of light and heavy rail sys-
tems frecuently acknowbedge the higher
capital costs of these systems, but con-
tenc thit these higher capdial costs will
b myoee thian offset by lower operating
costs, arguing that rail costs less o
operate becavse fewer drivers are re
guiree. When the cost of maintenance
Labvor amd station personnel are added,
this supposed operating cost of il
becomes much smaller and i avany
situations disappears, Rail advocanes
also fregquently compare the per wip
costs of a particular rail line with aver-
age bus system onsts. Such compari-
sons, however, e highly misleadng as
new rail lines tvpically replace the miost
productive bus routes (thar is why they
are Built there) and rail ofien requires
low productviey fecder bus routes,
When the costs of providing comp.
rable servicr are compared and when
thie imppract of rail on bus system costs

are properhyaccounted for, bus operat-
ingg costs are freguendy lower thian cail.

The Cost of Building Hail

Several authors have questhoned the
large sums of public money that are
used 1o budld mew pall systems or to
exrend existngones and have suggested
these subsidy dollars might have been
hetter spent on improvements and ex-
pansion of existing bus services, Los
Angeles and Atanta are ot oo ex-
amples

Thosmas A Bubin, Assistant General
Manager of the Alemeda-Contra Costa
Transit Deserict, and James B Moaore [0,
un Associate Professor at the University
of Southern Californda, document one
off the most grievous cxamples, where
the decision o build rall rransic came a
the expense of langely low-income bus
wsers and resulved in much smaller
imcreases in transit ridership than il the
samc amount of money had been spent
for lower fares or more bus scrvice.
They provide the Following analysis of
what they refer tooas “the most success-
ful transit ridership experiment in
Uit Seates history.” Specifically, they
describe the impact on fdership of a
threevear fare reduction from B5¢ w0
502, a subseguentincrease o s former
bevel in 1986 el then oo 8110000 194910,

Orver the three years of the 50+ Gre
program, Dhsirict eransit ridership rose
over 40 percent, and was still increas-
irvg i thiz last month of the experiment.
Yery lintle about the bus system was
changed except the Bare, Revenue ser-
i miles increased anly 1.5 percent,
including special service added for the
1984 Los Angeles Ofympics. Bubin and
Mosore tell whar buppened

“Beginning in fscal year 1986, the
Proposition A fumds that had been used
tor subsidize the 505 bus fare were real-
bocated o rail construction. Fares wens
increased w85 in fscal year 1986 and
then w0 $1.140 in fiscal year 1989, By
fissal year 1990, ridership had decneased
by owvier S mibllion passenger boardings
per year, or 195 percent,

“The decline in bus ridership coin-
cided exactly with the beginning of the
Lo Angeles County il transit con-
struction program, The Funds trans-



ferred wway [rom the fare subsidy pro-
gram paid for abour 35 to 40 percent of
the reponed construction costs of the
Bl Ling, In fiscal vear 19905, Bloe Line
riddership hit 12 mllion passenger
boardings, each ar o public sector oper
ating subsidy of more than three times
higher than that of the average bus
[FASSETRIET, Thus the mogcy thar ladd
been wsed 1o move people on buses
wans wsed o build vail projeces thar seill
never e able o move more than a
small fracion of the number of passen-
gers Already lost from the bus systems.”

Ailania's experbence was strikingly
sumilar. The Meropolitan Adlanta Re-
giomal Transit Aathociy, which came
intes being with the public purchase of
a private company in 1972, achiewved 3
38 percent increase in linked trips dur
ing its cight vears o all-bus operations
During the subsequent 15 vears, afterit

David K Willis
Road Rage
Laid to Stress

"1 think 3 lot of it is stress; peaple in this
counry gre being sressed out People are
wirried aboul [osig their s, compdnies
are |,‘||l'|l.'||:«.i.-:||5I ||r1.|||l|_' feel a5 I:Ill;ug'h 1hseir
worklmds are unregsonable, workplace
vindence s up, I0's more than juss bad behay
ior on e road "—dkarvd K Wellis, Presiden
i the AdA Fruenlialinn for Trafiie Safedy, in
refererew fo the rcrense 10 e aarher of
ineidents of ippressive driving, A wicew!
A4 studdy found 10037 recorded fucidenfs
o eppressioe drivdng a0 N lst 5% poors,
The stady reporeod that of 12,610 peofile
irired in Bhose frcidends, al least 218
Ppentde were keilled.
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began operating its heavy rail system,
linked trips grew by three percent
The large difference in ridership

E_rrm*th Betweeerny MARTA s ]_'l-rn'l:'u:lx ol
all-bes ancd rail-lius I:JE:H.'I"J.['H-I.'I..‘I- is L,:a:h[':r
explained, There is overwhelming
coonmieinic evidence thiat decreases
in real Fres and increases in vehscle
miles of service produce increases in
transit fidership. In contrast, there is
casentially mocmpirical suppor for the
view thar rail trinsin per se increases
transit ridership. During its pecod of
all-bus operations, MARTA reduoed real
fares by bl percent and increased ve-
hicle miles of service by 57 percent.
During the subsequent period as a cail-
b system, it increased real res by 61
percent il vehicle milex o service
{riuil phis busg) by 1.5 percent

Using a transit ridesship model, |
projected what MARTAS cumulative rid-
r.nlhi|1- I.El.ll'in!{ THE0-9% wawi I have been
il it had spear it subsidy dollars on
fuerther bus system improvements rather
than budlding irs cail systeim. One of the
e interestng of 10 alternacve all-
bus scenarios indicared that if MARTA
had simply kepr real fares ae their 1978
bevel and operated an all-bus system
with the same net operating defici as
its bais-rad! systemm. voral ridership inked
wips) would have been 9 percent
greater. The cwmulative weal cose {op-
erating cost plus annualized capital cost)
for this all-bus alternative, moreover,
wisuld have been only 31 percent as
Livrgge: as MARTA™s expenditures for the
sarme period, Asecond all-bus scenario,
which assumed 1978 real Fres ancd
I:_'I.:lJ‘I'IIIlI.I.I:i".'II‘.IH.Iﬂ.:II1.'1:11L'I'I|!lill.l:l'-l.'£lliil.r'.l.-'l'.-'i'ﬂ
slightly less than MARTA's actual ones,
vieldod a total 1980-93 mdership tha
was more than wice MARTA's actual
ricership. These and similar analyses
provide compelling suppor for the vies
thar if MARTA had continued o pursue
the combination of ko Eres and ser
vice expansion it implemented during
its first nine vears of existence, instead
of choosing rail, it could either have
bought much larger increases in trmsit
riclership with the same amount of
meney or the same ridership with less
than one-third its actual expendinure.

Congestion and Air Quality

In spite of the steadiby accumubating
evidence that the planners and other
proponentsof proposcd light and ey
raill systems systematically underesn-
nnie Avatem costs and vidership, pro-
pomenis of these sysiems conminuc o
argue that building them will reduce
congestion and Improveair qualing sinoes
clecoric powercd raidl systems do not
cmit polluants, These clams grione
the pollutanis produced by electric
power plants and Fdl to consider skg-
nificant reductions in bus emissions
that can e obtined af modest cost
from “clean” burning buses, The Liner
improvements are particularly impor-
tant because new rail systems have very
lietle impace on bus mikes,

More importantly, reductions in
ermissions and in congestion from cran:
st system improvements depend pri-
marily on reductons in the mumber of
cold stams and vehicle miles of travel by
passenger cars. Moreover, as | have
discussed, spending subsidy dollars on
buis system improvements, particulacly
by reducing fares amd increasing ve-
hicle miles of service, provides substan:
tially larper recuctions im oold strs
and vehicle miles of passenger car use
As a result, scrious analvses of the re-
ductions in congestion and air polloe-
tion that result from altemative trans
port system improvemenss strongly
Favor bs APSEET IMpProverneEnis over
,,-.'E_Jl,-.'mj.i.rlg fiar l,:l.:l!lill!-' amd incllective rail
SYEIEME,

Conclusions

The lesson for journalist n metro-
politan arcas considering changes in
rapid rransit is ohwvions: study the facrs
Dion't ler transit operators throw good
money afver bad in an effory oo make (1-
conceived and mappropriabe rail sys-
s “work " I is clear thiat rhr}' bl
use subsidies o expand and improsg
their bus systems, We are not dealing
with Lionel triin sets. We are dealing
with real ceonomee Feets of lifke, B
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Beyond Road Maps

By Bosert DELLAERT

nly in the last 10 years has map

production evolved from the

e=oieric territory of cartogra-
I!IIH':I‘I'. :al:ulu_r.nﬂ_n.pl'u-n-. I:|:||;]|;:Fl:1'i;|-|'_| CTarm-
PuULcrs Tl'_u:latj.-., ewven soaneone with lirme-
ited geographic lireracy and computer
graphic skills can wtilize duta sets and
graphic software o create simple loca-
tion maps witl relative cose

Infact, computer iechrology is cvoly-
inguothe level where peographic analy-
sis, onee the domaln of large instne.
tional mainframe computers, s mow
possible on the deskrop, Geographic
information system (GIS) software is
available o pedorm analysis o model
the interaction of spatial phenomena
GIS utilized as an analysis ool pro-
duices url::lhlnlit:a.letl L, Iukirlg the
reader beyond locatbon o viswalize in.
teraction and emerging spatial patterns
of news events. The end of 1997 will
beginwith new commercial enfenprises
|:a.1.1:|1|.'|‘|l1|g satellites that have the CHpas
bilicy 1o cecord high-resolution digital
images. Sarcllitcimagery is emerging 1s
an information cechnobogy allowing
news burcaus o sk (jargon for e
guest) site-specitic satellite imagery on
an as-necded basis. Images will be
readily available lor reporting events as
they ocour anywhere on the surface of
Farih

Several coommercal LBl oo =e=is
are available for creating maps. The
dhira sets, which are relatvely inexpen-
sive, are designed 1o work with ilusira-
ton or deshiop G5 progroms on botl
Macinfosh and IBM-type computers
Howvever, soome distinctions (illusira-
thon vs. GESp are apparent and showld
be raken bnro sceount prior we imples
menting deskiop mapping capabilities
in a news burea,

MaphArt, offered by Cartesia of
Lambertville, Mew lersey, is a map prod-
uck for graphic designers, especially
those wiilizing Hustrator and Freehand
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software, MapAd data contain up to 40
]i'l':r‘l.TH ol ikaia {pu sliticul boundaries. b igh-
w..l.:.'ﬁb_ﬂml:lhlriw:rn.miln Hll:!h:l 'I'I'li:»:E:ln_u,l.-
et 5 ideal fos L‘!n‘allllH st s,
showing general locations of news
events of regional o ciy scale. The
detail 15 similar in design and scale to
thatof o road map. Mews cditors showld
be aware thar ilusiration daa ses will
tend o become dated in arcas where
wrban growth is rapldly expanding be-
cause they are usually wpdated less
frr!q]l.l.l:'nl:l’-‘.

GIS data sets are better suited Ffor
|:Il'n,|'_'|' FH R scdiled where street details
are reguiired. For example, a GI5 data
setcontans attributes about the graphic
l'&l|‘:l'[l.1.'l; i e repEesenbing i sireat will
contain the address sange on that street.
In a deskiop GIS program such as
ArcView, produced by ESHI of Redlands,
California, or Mapinfo, sold by Mapindo
af Troy, Mew York, one enters the ad-
dress of the news event and the pro-
gram matches the cntered address with
that of the GI5 data ser. Onee the ad-
dress match s made, a poioe showing
the: address location s then plomed on
i computer-generated map, GIS data
gets are wsuzlly o modified form of
Llmited States Census data that are cor-
rected and wpdated continuousky by
cliabia venddors, Also LAY free 15 ohita
sers ane avaikable on the Internet.

|'||'.:|l.'|.-r.‘"'.'|:l'. wyhian IIH.'!'H.‘I'IJ. wehven vl
tipe cvens ocour o muliple locations
over the course ofseveral doyvs or weeks?
Positioning many locations can e re-
diois and prone to crror. Geographic
information systems are designed o
accurately plor database information
anal attach specific information to primi-
tive G5 elements of podnis, lines and
polygons. GIS primdtives, when menged
with dliatd, dan represent cities, roads or
Fand use types. For example, a point in
g LIS does aot jusi represent a city
boscation bt comnizins the atiriboies of

thi population lving there. By varving
the sixe of the polnt the population size
can be represented. Funthermore, by
transborming the location podnt ine a
pie chart the poing can be made 1o
CirEsenl t,:lh:nir.ir:,r, age, sex and a vari-
ety of statistics that describe a cty's
diverse population, This is the strength
of a GIS: large amounts of descriptive
statistical data can be assowciated with
location {cspecially addresses) o cre-
ate themaric maps.

For instance, during Ociober ol 19056
in Los Anpeles, vandals veeve shattering
rear windows of moving automobdes.
This occurred over 240 thmes 0n 1% Los
Angeles area freeways. The Los Angeles
Times reported and mapped the ar-
tacks, prowviding the reader wich a syn-
1'|-'|'|1:i.:.' RLET orl Everis. H,.':I:I'I:I.ppl:l.‘ls all thue=
attacks a spatial patwern emerged, v

Fabserr Dellaest i & cartograpber and shmer
of Carrtegrapliics, prociding castons maps,
grapdics, prapvapdic analii aned raeellite
druigery. Prier fo b faafrer cesinre,
Dheflaert worked as an offifore surveyor
STEPURAT LR RUEFIRM FOTRTIRH and peiearch
Frofeces, Fie aleo worked ax @ navigator in
swrsows firld locations v Werik ard Sorck
Artterica supporting seimis explovsrion
Dellarers bar g 5. AL i Geagraphy from
Cabfornu Srate Umiversiy at Navthridee
st an A5 i Marmme Teclmelagy from
Cape Fanr Communey College, Wilmingror,
Mornh Caroling
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pween 9 and 10 pom.

ing the map new di- I 4
mensions of fre- fas] .
quency and disuribug- Trouble spots
tion, GrIS anakysis andd ot
erenanimapie || @ 2o
LOS AHGELES CORNTY

hialf of the attacks oc- ® -
curred on three free- . a1l b =
ways, wsually be- ! i El.:.l

| L

on Twesdiay or Saoar-
oy nighas. This par-
trularmapdidanex-
cellent job of
reinforcing the swory
by not only commu-
nicating where, but
also when, and how
oxfften drivesrs were it
tacked,

Admittedly this ex-
ample is nothing
new, But think fora
mvcmenl of the time
and effort it wak o
produce this kind of
muap before GES and
databaze technology
eaisted,

Satellite imagery
will soon arise as @i
intriguing informa-
tlon technology avall-
abile 1o news services
amd television, The
satellite, Earlybird 1, owned by
Exrthwatch Inc., of Longmont, Colo.
racho, will be capable of resclving ob-
jects visible on the surfice that are

Sl

larger than 3 meters fom 472 kilome-
ters in space. Later in 1998 a secomd
satellive, Chaickbird 1, will be launched,
capablc of .87-meted resoluticn. Where
time & monitoring of events are cril-
cal, depending on the ladmde of the
locatlon, Earbyhied will be able to revisit
the site every one and g half o five days.
With pavo satellites n orbit, revisio rimes
will e even shorter.

As the image is captured by Earyhieed
I thedataare transmitied to Eartheratch
mission contrl where the image s
processed, The processed image then
can be written 1o oompact disks or
elecironically transferred via the
Imtermer. This echnology will be very
usciul o observe the destructiveness of

Frerwuy mndveea heilormy
bl dchn b chamn ol b wrwci

777

e

Road Hazards

Sinas Sopt. 11, the roar wind sws of nearly
240 vehirksa an Laa Anpelea-prea freeomge
Toiisr Bans sl Laned by vandala. Alfsiogh

abiorln hiveo been repoeted on 15 froeeays,
i then half ki erurred o it e

Inscersiaio 10, LS. B0L, and Intorscase 10,

Menrhr halF of B nHache heve 2pcomyd
bt Band 11 pom

natural hazards and regional wars re-
motely. When imageryis combdned with
the analysis functionality of a deskiop
G5, analyss can mcasure, quantify and
produce Image maps, estimaning prop-
enty damage and loss of life.

Even though this new technobogy is
allowdng us to produce new, exciting
maps, the cartographers goal is to cre-
ate maps that clearly and effectively
crammnnicate bection to theirintemoed
avclience, 1t s said thar cartegraphy is
as much an art 45 a science, A arl
because it ke years of experience 1o
muake maps work effectively For the map
user, Today, even more a science, be-
cause of the requircd application of
emerging echnology. However, com-
puter graphics techmology is allowing,
anyone with access to these new pools
and data the ability o produce high
Quality location maps

T T BT T L L iy i

@ Liw A Trais, FUMsTRE i AL

Cels rechnology merges complex de-
senipuve databases with location w give
maps new dimension, godng beyond
brcation, belping the reader visualize
cause and cffect relatonships. Com-
merchal satellite echnology will =oon
allerer s 00 remotely image the surface
of Farth and the peple whao oceupy it,
Exciting ns it is, ¢thical and seourity
ssupezs are bound o make interesting
discussion ahead,

Where mapping technoloygy goes
from here, your guess is as good as
myine. Regacdless, most of wus will al-
wenys hove a map handy (nomamershar
form, paper or electronic) o guide us
down those unfamiliar hghways, B
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HIGHWAYS

Smart Roads, a Solution to Traffic Jams

By Peter |, Howe

ne of the dominant trends in
technological innovation has
bBeenengineers relentless suc-

cess in stuffing ever more potatoes inco
the proverbial ten-pound sack

Bumdles of copper cable the size of
salamis have given way o pencil-thick
fiber-opric strands that corry hundreds
of dmes more phone and data calls,
Higher-speed mail sorters help mowe
ewice 28 much mail with the same num-
ber of people the Pastal Service em-
ploved 25 years ago. Digital-compres-

sion technigues bring 400 channels |

cable boxes and satelliee dishes,

Merwr, thie mext holy grail in ohis end. |

lessquest o squesze evermore through

the same congested pipes is the great |

American highway.

The technology being develaped as
part of a three-vearadd, 200 million
federal rescarch program goes by dif-
terent names, such as smant roosds, ao-
vomated highways and intelligent-ve-
hicle systems. The basic concept is to
find ways o build enhanced roads
where specially equipped vehicles can
ilrive themsebves,

In August, millions of deivers wha
endure soulsapping. stall-and-crawd
drives to work each day got a glimpse of
whiat could be the new era. After months
of sneak previews, officials of the MNa-
tiomal Automated Highway System Con-
sortium formally unveiled an intelli-
prit-viehicbe systean on a7 Gemile siterch
of the high-cecupancy lanes of Inter-
stare 15 just noreh of San Diggo,

For four days, officials shaed chat it
is possible for cars o be deiven safely
with i combination cf computers in the
truink, magnetic nodls baricd inthe pave.
ment, radar-reflective road steping ancd
dashboard-mounted video cameras.

In basic termes, the viehicles—includ-
ing & bus driven by a Houston oransic
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driver—were turned over toa very ad-
vanced form of cruise control. With
meEgnetic sensors reading the embed-
ded nals wr identify the vehicle's posi-
tion on the road 250 times o minue
and radar scanning the position of the
vichicle ahead, COMTIpIEC TS Ferallesed the:
accelerator, brakes and steering

The grear promise of the technology
ix that it could squess: far more cars
inte an existing roadway while safely
increasing speeds rom a choppy 15 ar
20 m b to 05 moph. or better.

“Is very difficuls and very expensive
e build highways or add new lanes 1o
existing highways, Therefore, we have
oo begin o use the highways we have
more efficiently,” says consortium
projoct manager James Hillings.

The widely Mouted rule from driver
education classes is that, o avodd rear-
end collisions, vou should always be
able o count three seconds between
the: time the car in front of you passes a
given spat and when vou reach i

I practical terms, at 60 m.po b that
means aseparation of 264 feet berween
cars. With intellipent vehicles and awno-
mated highways, that distance could
safely be crunched down to 20 or 350
fieet.

Homy mnuich ic would cost o outfit a
car with the necessary high-tech hard-
ware is unclear, But automated high-
way planners arc acutely avare of
Dretredt’s rule of thumb that car bavers
will balk at spending more than bt
the cost of air conditoning—3800 1o
£1,000—on any option, no marter how
wonderful, so g key goal is perfecting
muss-prodiucable imtelligens-vehicle sys-
tems in Chat price range.

Realstically, automated highway
champions aren 't expecting to do more
than double or riple the cipacity of
roads. But ar rush |'||::|||rI even 10 pEr-

coent more capacity conbd go s hoge way
towakrds easing rampant congesion,

Froom 19700 i 19900, vehicle miles
travelled in the United States  grow
more than 65 percent, and they are
expecied o double by 2020—but few
imagine thatr highway capacity will
doubie apain. By some cstimates, Ameri-
cans oollectively saste 5 12 million
Frruirs @ day in raffie, and as suburban
sprawl continues to overtake the coun-
trysicle, those lose houes wall continue
tea climb,

Ultra=vigilant compurerized braking
could sharply reduce accidents, given
that driver ervor and inattenton calse
something like 90 percent of the 10,7
million crashes in the U5, each vear.
Also, vehiele fuel efficiency could climb
by 30 percent because, like gutsy India-
napols 5000 drivers whi tailgate the
race car ahead o ke advantige of its
slipatream, cars operating close together
wostld encounter much less wind drag,

“Is really exciting for abwoar thie Gese
15 seconcs, chen it gets seally dull, 18's
like driving with a chouffeur. You just
fet your mind wander,” Rillings savs.

The consortium, which began op-

Poter Hore, 32, roierr ity FREFFGN AT .-.|'|I.L.-|||
b sociad fm'.‘.hr.-:.' ﬂfrra'ﬂlun.!tﬂ _ﬁlr’ Fils
Hoptan Cdodie, iodeere e Inar worked senee
{5, i previons aitgmvents e
erarespariaiivd, Busten Crey Hall aud the
Meariechwrerns Siare Howe, 4 Rostan native,
Hewe graduared fram Noble o Greemough
Sehoal in Dedliam .-ﬂ.l..-f'ﬁwh- Harpand
College, wivere b edrned o depree mapna cvm
Lesede an Awievican Piveory in ] 986 and s
d serior edigor of Ve Hanard Crivpon. He
dtves oo Eape A nra, s, sl B H,.-['. e
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eratiows in PdE s mine “oore aartici-
pants” including Gendral Motors,
Lockheed Martin, the Calilornia Trans-
portaton LDepartment and major
roadbuilders Bechiel Corp. and Par
s Brinckedholl, and more thare 1240
ASSOCELLC participELnes.

More than 170 companies have
joined the Intelligent Transpomation
Sociery of America, Allison Simmons af
FRW Ine's Systems Integration Group,
based in Fairfax, Va . estimates there is
“potentially an S80 hillion market 1o
put this infrastracture in place.”

While the consortium s pushing
ahead, it does not expect o have a
working prototype for public use tor ot
leasy Hive yviears, Some ollicials think it
will be af least 15 years before auto-
meiecd highwu ¥& ANy I_|:1»£'.|'l|'l11hl'lrl-I:-H_1_'_

Consicder just a few of the bugs that
hawve tobe worked owe. Howe will this i
with insurers? Wi kind of imnovation-
chillirge bomaneza wansbd trial lowyers
reap from the ficst big pileup?

If, as is likely, automated lanes are
bailt by peeling tham off from existing
jammeed highwavs, what social-equicy
isswes are raised by inflicting even worse
congrestiom on working soffs in pickoaps
soy that yuppies in souped-up Lexuses
ean rel Bhedr Wall Sreeet | ourmal all the
wWaly B0 wiark?

A will Americans trgst the same
BOVCTIImEn wheese :I.”:,'j{l'l] :'r||,'|:11'||p|,'a
tenie they continually il agaimse o
drive their cars?

“Before they spend  money ome i1,
they should shose thier a hugee segmem
of the market will support i, ” says Hank
Crittmar, Excoutive Director of the Sue-
face Trnspomation Policy Project, a
coalition of 200 enviconmental, pro-
transit and anti-spraw] groups largely
funded by nonprofit foundations. ']
don’t think the public will be that ex-
cited abot letting povernment or big
birsinesss dirive their car.”

In a front-pape USA Today story In
April, Mike Doble, technolopy manager
with GM's Buick division, acknowel-
eclged that “the |:|r|I:, rhing wir can § o
vt is st people o comfomably trosd
thie sysbem, IS nod o technoloay isaoe.
Would vou drive, closcly spaced, o
fizh speed, through S0n DHego?™

I'he consortinm's 5an Lasega project
i= omly cne of many effores wnderssay 1o
develop an automatod highway. Mo
than a dogen LS reseanch universities
have major intelligenevehick: research
PrCErams

In "|-14'|1.' the ".-'tr;_|;||1|:| |I_‘.II'I_1-GFI:I|1;I||I:I-|'|
Bociedl swarded o £17.% million ¢on-
ekt Lo Baadbck Thee Tiest baso miles af what
wrill b 3 =i e aatosmaied travel lane
comersecting: Interstate B1 to Virsinds Tech
University in Blacksburg,. [t is expecied
s b cpem for teses in 20008 amd somes-
diay after thee 1o the pullic

Arid inthe Mevada desert pear Carson
City, the Fedeeal Highway sclministea-
tecent hias built a L8-mdle track where, for
more thein ayear, deiverless trucks read-

ing slgnals from a wire embssdded o
the pavement have been circling ag 440
m.ph for 20 houres a diy

Bt thiz §12 million project has littde
ton dlis wath smart highways: The trucks
e actolhy |'u;i:1g wisett] fo fest thie dura-
hility ol 200 olilferent evpes of macadim
that have been used on the WiesTrack
Faciliry

Even if automated highwavs never
becomae @ reality in our liletimes, the
ressearih going into their desvelopmen
is alreacy spinning off potentially meare
kerable imnovations

e, 2 fooem of which i aleeady bedng
rolled our dn Japan, & “adapoive croise
control.” which uses radar readings
from a car's frone grille o determine
whether the vehicle ahead s sbowing
down and auromatbcally applies the
hrakes

Crther suslEIns irrchumeles caosllisicom
avaidancoe wirrning devices thait use ra-
dlar—a few thowsand have been soldd fo
truc ke rs—and “lane-keeper” monitors
using markers in the road and an-board
srnEiers Lhiat warm acdviver if the vehicle
is veering out of i lane

S cvem i truly fove ligenn highoeavs
iy e 3 Beneration 0F moee way, in
the mexniime, research will profably
produce technology to help drivers be
a little lisss stupid. B
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Transportation Web Sites

Directary of Treanspoctation Resores
btipctwurw, d repom primceton schu/dhlby

This codbecticn of Eniemet cansportatiee-nelaied
resenroes i good place wostar Bneludes livks
all tramsportation mode system inforragon,
aniversity'collepe resesch centers; priviie
coanpanits in the transporiadon inchistey; frmnspor-
eation-refated orgamizatians; listings of natiooal and
waorldwide conferences and seminars with links to
other sites” calendars of events. Seacch Enks far
Bews such us bus, sobway and ey maps and
schedubes, construcion reporis, or read condition
TS

Federal Government

Deparinsent of Trunspurtation

hitipedtwww, i ot gow

Clesrimphouss bor federad informagion. Provides
links po meny dutabascs. The Maona Transports-
S Lilrary oxers bopics foom e use, cooges-
finn, fravsperiation history and parking bo epengy
aad the emdironment, and hicveles ad pedestrians.
Imchach=: 2 searchable database of DOT personncl
am] phone nunshers, organized by division, and
recent press relesses, speeches and staistics

Burean of Trassparialion Searistcs
Thitpefarww, his gov

Seandizhle datsbeses include goographical
information servioes, stase and local statistics,
transperiaion suilies and thie Mitees] Trmspona:
il s Archive, wiikch prosédes infoomailon,
grapls and clars on natioawide ransportiics
suflistics, Site also carvies the foll v of The
Jeurmal of Transpartation S

Federal Highway Administration
hl.qt.".-'nw.l]'m':_d-e‘nglw

Search for publications and saestics, informalion
o Bedeval legistation and regalations, agendas for
upcoming canferences and names and sumbers in
FIWA Beld offces. lncludes special seclion on
ISTEA nessthorisagion.

National Traffic Salety Board
hitpetfowes nish g

Providis stlistics, speeches; pross beiefings on
particular acchlems. Seanch for iames and
iuenbiers of stall in regloeal or feld offices
Inchodes li= of moaming svenls, soch & publc
meetings and hearings on accldenes and the st
of Frreestigations, Featunes siety improvement wisk
L, liviided by moodies of tragspontation,

Wat. Highway Traffic Safety Adminisiration
T s dol gosy!

NHTAA sets 4l enforces salety performance
sandards foe motar vehicle squipment. Acoess
resegniE on driver behavior acad iraflic salefy, sews
and Admingsiration pabdications, and satistics on
seal beltand air hag ase.
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Coammities

hitperwww, congress.nw.dc Asfcongressorg
hirane s dhimil

Coannitter and sub-commitbes members. cick
names and recere member profiles.

Senate Commeroe, Sricnce and Transports-
tlon Committes
himpeAfwwrn, congress.nw.de us congressong’

setpmen can. skl

Search for Information on commdbice members

Compass
P, |isacis- w5 cvem i

Aerem i (15, lEHhh{' infremztion fram Com-
gresaitial Information Serviees, nc. Sairch fall
fets of Congressional publications, hills—which
cam be searched by mpéo or spomsor—laas and
reguiliions, ar schedubes and I1II"|1Ih:'I1'i'.q1 o
commitiees, S also includes ot topics In
Congress, such as dee I5TEA reautbarimlice,

Federal Trassit Adndnistcation

bt s i dio. e

Mews and formsson related (o peblic wansparta-
tien. Inchdes lists of trars programs sl furdling,
replonal offices and st names, and calendar of
everls Section on [STES regathosieation offers FTA
comprarson of ISTEA v, NEXTEA kmnding by state.

Thie American Road and Teanspariation
Builders Associution

bptwratarba-hgorg’

Bills lisell 25 a “bome for imnsportadon develon.
merd management, design and consruction
perzonnel.” Organiztion is 4 mitioml fedeniion of
privale finms, pobGc agences and EaociEions thal
adverain for federal isvesimeani in iranspariation
i e Sile carrim news archives, sl
directarics of related ses

I5THA Heanthorization

Swrfice Teansporiation Policy Praject
Eittpetfraw, lea,org

Surnmardes of each of the magor reauiherization
bills. anmd the p-ng.ihnu: meziwrs ul'L'-l,luH_rm |y
ke an the warfous proposals.

Beep America Moving

Bonperwur higlrays. oo

Natioel coalison of businesses and asociathons
it preveote safer roads and hridges. Carris
infemation ahowt conditgan of roads anl bBridges
throvghaont country, Fro-bigheesy vow on ISTEA
izt zition,

Wink sives were romipiled by Mally March,

State Governments

The Association of Stae Higheay and Trans-
periation Officlals

Bt anseshibin ey

Provides Finks to suee offices with contict names
and mumbsers. Search the AASHT juernal for
informetion o begislative and regubuory news on
ransportation. Special scotlon on assockaticn's
recomependasions for [STEA.

General

Traffic Workd

Expitwwrw traffiowarld.com

Gaad gt for averall ness abest innsparalion
issues. Search umder gemeral caiegories of ar,
mxiloe, waker, rail, logisies, wechology, gvem-
merd, academic/professonal and basiness. The
Hab prevides Baks w gkl L0000 cther irnspor-
Euticmerelated sites and includes summaries of
gern. The sive alse provides information an
begishation being dehamed in Congross, such as the
ISTEA Bill, and a calendsr that liss major iranspor-
tation-redated conferences and mevtings wilh

onmact names and mumbers.
Tq-:pl:lrt WEwE
hinpedaaa oy

ATLAS WS
Miews, feavsres sl information about all swles of
ArAspOCLIECT,

Rail

Associatios of American Railroads

hiitpefaow. g, org

S bschodes gereral information on ralroad
indusary through press neleases, sarstics {incluil-
it safery statisties), nuipe of railreads in each se
andl mn pdate ne labor negotigions.

Federal Railroad Administration
hitipdfmwewc Irad ot govwindesd. btm

Iréormation on all aspecis of radlroad idusory —
sy, satlstics, sprwys, Search pubilicasons, press
refeases, and links 1o relsted siles.

Radl Systems Ceater
Bnngsvoges dmcos= wrichond. e 1 lim

Center condects research. develapment, echnical
andl educational acivilies in immsportation
indwstry, with a ocus on railroads, capid transit
aml high speed groand ranspomaion systes,
Links bo oty sl sdabe ril trapsh sestems anil 0o
winehiwide high speed ground lnks, such as e
TGY irn France and the ICE m Gesmuany.

Trucking

American Trucking Association

hitpevwess, iruckdng org

T'I'Bl'l'l'lﬁ hisaEines, news refendis, imdudny
seatisthcs amd information on legslation affering
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irchiag Sie ivchudes TT News, the ATAS ool

magazine. (fers deity update on rucking and
iranspartaion saes.

The Truckers News

hitpfww hesnireck comfnd

Momthly @lkoid and feabere magarme for truckers.
Lilrary, Bsting of events, and “woird wild and
workderful stories from the rowd "

verdrive Dnline

hnptwwew overdriveonline com!

News il Teatures i magasise farmai, dEscassion
forams for truckers.

Bond King an Ramp
hinpe o posul King. comy!
Motws, infarmation snd entertminment.

Bicycles

Bike Federation of America
hupfhuw.hih:ﬁ:ﬂ.qrf

Matianal noaproft proup working far mone
bicyeles and pedesirianfrienily strees. Mews zml
infermation abont currend offarts, incloding
section on [STEL

Public Transit

The Mmerican Public Transit Assocabon
hitprfwaww. . com

Emermaticnal group erganined droand public
ransit fssues. Members inchede bos, rapéd wansis,
anl comeniler rail setems, ad organieation
respoasible fir & phases of transit spstems. Site
inticludes bst ol wransit sstems o each gale, ransi
statistics and publicatiens, iochading Passenper
Transgpor, 4 woekly aewsleter thal cosers the
transit industry,

Mational Traasit Libeary

httgee o N1 chow, o Blavatd

Sesirch far lams and regelations, trassit lechnnl-
gy, national iransic daeabazes, and nferenges and
iirecinsies for iramsi rekaed sources.

Association for Commuter Transperttion
hupe/fimat cob fiie edw/acthorse. bam

Giroug of nrganieuions wangng ki provide
alemnptioes 10 solo commutiag, redoce congestion
ard |nsprove aic quaditv, News and inforsation
gbout efforts o natical and local kvels.

Adlvameed Transil Associstion

hitpefavw withier i washingion odo - jhefrans
arabim

Covers all fpes of iransit sysiems, Group's goal is
i bkt umanet IRnsporiation s in urhas
AT, Acress papers, hooks, conference procood-
ings, and dheir sssessment of varioos rapid i
poncesks.

lenowtive Transportation Technolegies
hitpefoows webher, woemshingioa sdu' - | bsfirans’
Beviews noteale transil possibilities sptible for

HIGHWAYS

exjar metropalicin areas. Some of the wdeas
described gre operasonal, some are undor
develapment, and some are in conceplual sage.
Siie [rlm'ldﬂ.liﬂuh’:prrﬂﬂ;ha]l et B wold |
theat e either operational or neanng tha stage,

Land Use

Froject for Puhlic Spaces, Ine,

hipdfwew, pps.oagoore imi

New s fior non-proflt planing snd design
organieaian thut wants in prisemve puhlic SIS
Slie Includes soctan on frasspemtatson and how it
relaies 1o fivahle communities, PP works wilh
peblic transporiaiion projects; access case siudies
of exiszing ransit Gcilites and inlirmagon abeo
oifwT reseanch projeats,

iy Common Grownd

higed o encammengraund o’

Wews, palicy waich, publicshms survey daia, ani
features on lsswes relared oo land use. Each month
fss, povernmend officials and citess cam write or
respemid, Site incluees 2 “joamalis’s corner,”
whvere text versans of {n Common Grousd anticles
camn b dovwnloaded.

Laned 1lse Metwark
b erarw, off-moged. com lasd useTarduse. hiom

Aberts anil news pegardisg pamcder lasd- g
e aroucd the country.

Alr Quueal ity

Emdronmental Prodecdon Ageacy

e v epa g I
Search publicatloss, daiahases, beas and regula-
tiems, and news and events far envirenmental

izsmes, Site includes Offioe of Alr and Radaen,
whiich contains inforonaion oa air quality

Alr Wasie Management Assaciation

hiEpd . awma.arg

Trade association for eavironesta] professionals,
Includes links v other dir cuality ses

Naltinnal Resmurves Defense Comncil I
hipdfsmw minde orgardc |
Sile includes begisharive wanch for news an envsen
meentad hills i Cosgross, and online jpureal
Frorviides Binks oo other air quality sies [

Research Centers

Texas Transporidion leskinie
himpefwnw. el tamuedundes som

State mpency bitds jsell as barges) universite-hased
transportation research organizason in connley.
Search links w0 povernneent sives &nd w each spae's
Depamment of Tramspomatian office, rescarch
ceniers and clearinghouses, snd ober Sies sucl as
the Transpontaisn Bissarch Board or the Instisne
of Transpor! Engineers. Search for an “oxpent” in
transportition fiehl by name or sshie

Northwestorn Teansportation Library
hipedfmw libeamy s edifirinsgporiation
Borthwesiern Uahersiy. Information on iraaspor-
tadiom, bew enforoernem, poticoe rErageEneni, and
ermiropmenial impact assesment. All Eransporis
i mnodes are pepreseriel. Friares aooes 1o
hiblicgraphic muerial from migadae arides and
dunftlerenie pagery

' an Rescarch Board
TntngedFooww s ety

Uniit of Natives] Rescsench Counctl that suppors
ansl] condiscts risearch of IFnSpariEinn spstems.
Seurch pobioy studies, symiheses of aerrent highesy
ardl fransi practboes, research on spoed limdts,

University Transportation Centers
brttpesit acas mwn edwicheaninfeucd Bami
Directory of 13 segioeal wniversity tranipariation
cinbers that conuuct research,

Community Groups

Comimunisy Transperiatin Assockation of Amera
hitpesiwwsw cos org”

.".uu-pmﬁl:iml;ﬂl:m that advecaies for compmg-
nily trarspartathon jssses, partcalady where the
elchety, poor, deabied and unemphved ane
comoemzed, Search sive for group s educadonal
Jrogrims el rupﬂn'hl ru.'l-lllinﬂ_lw el
publicatioes, "Transportation and Wellare Reform”
arsdl “Dollars amd Sense: The Eeonomac Case for
Puldic Trampodt in Amenca,”’ Sileincludes
“federal Mushes” which offer upwbees oo current
legisbutive actloes, Including ISTEA

The Center for Livable Communitics
hinpesfwww e org e

Group I Inidatve of Local Govermmt Commnes-
sl and & periner in the Bvirenmental Pridection
Apeady's Trnsporistion Pasiners Program, Group
wanis o0 expaind ransporgon aliermatives, reduce

| infrastmactore costs, creae mare iffondable

housing, improve air queality, aed preserve i
resources. Sereh hrary, Infermation an wark-
shops and conferences

Associations

Assn, for Transportation Law, Logisties and |
Podicy |
Tt trans pontlink coem

Educativnal resonrce groap fer peaple warkieg i

logistics and all tramspostation meades. Acoess list

af pablicatians frain the Trmsportion L

Tnesthuie and pagpers a0 conferenoe proceedings.
My be a foe fir soene arecles

Nistlinee of Teansporation Engineers
tipedFmrwow e gy

Educaticnal and scierdific proup of irmanspartaiion
ardl trffic engineers, Irungport planeers and
wihers. Segrch infermation on pesesrch, semigsirs
and publications, mcheding newskeiters Wishimgion
Wedkly, Congeston Manapement Mows, Inberm-
tional News, and [sermodal Connectiens. W
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Getting It Wrong on Whitewater

By Criigerr CranBERG

hesy we all sald it so muoch that i

i givesn in the Whirewater cov.

erage. s ong of those “Eis”
voul don’s even néed o check aur.

The Mew York Times sns it The
‘ﬂ';[ul]i::gl;nn Paisg .-.u]"b.i.l, The Mew Yorker
says it, William Salive savs i

They and others say thae Bill Clineon's
chiel accuser on Whitcwaner, David
Hale, made o felomiogs £300 0600 loan
of gowernment-backed funds o Susan
MeDougal, and that is true. Then they
all sy o imply thar neaeky $50,000 of
that money propped up Whinewarer,
Bill awnd Hillary Clinron's ill-staored ad-
venture in Arkansas real estane

And thiar is false

It's complicated, but it showldn't be
ten complicated for The MNew York
Times, The Washington Post, The New
Yorker or William Safire

First, v neeel g ko it tha
'n.-l-_'.'lrl_'!.' S0 I i% i 1w :'||.|.|||11:q.: (ke
foer 824,455 and ooe [oe 525 00 The
hrst chunk did nol comse Iooom e
corrupt EAML000 lean. The seoond
chiunk ded not benefit Whitewarer. Mo,
follorsy the chunks,

Chunk #1. A check for 824,455 was
indesd deposined w Whitewarer’s ac
count. It was used to cover an earlier
F25.000 Whitewuter check o Ceark
Realty, apparently for commissions bor
siles of Whitewaner lots

That Chunk #1 deposit was mado
ran .‘Lpril o JOHS

50 Mieoan Bepaonts / Winesr 1997

Minceen-cighty-five

David Hale's illici 8300000 loan vo
Sosan MclDougal—3824,455% of which
e proerts say e nded wp in the Whitewarer
account—was made April 3 19860,

Mincteen-cighry-six,

Agming the money was put o the
Whitewater scoounl in 1985—i vesir
beetore Flale made that indamos Jomwon o
Susan MeDougal. It's impossible, ab-
sent o timve warp, for any of Chunk #1
i hive bieen fraurt ol a deposit mgnle s
it Earkiser,

Sorachapwas the source ol the $24 455
chunk ehat went to Whikew e INcaimd
feom part of @ $15% 0040 loan James
MeDongal obtained from the Stephens
Security Bank inocacly April 1285
Florveerwornd Farms, one of his devel-
opments, MolDougal weore a $24.455%
check o Whitewaier from the
Flowerwood Farms acoount less than a
wich after he deposited the § 155,000
io the Flowersood Farms account,
Clearly, the Whitewater money came
trom the "iln:'r\-|1-:'|1# bank lisam

But wait g minute, A big poction—
E11 0 S0l wlaar Fravclulent S3000, (60
loan from David Hale o Susan
MceDougal was used o repay than
Stephens loan, And since it was the
Srephens money thar went into
Whitcwater, can't vou say thar the mis
begomen money Froamn Bavid Hale really
did go Ineoe Whitcwarer since it was
used po replace the Stephens money?

Yo can't. McDougal pepaid 340,000
of the 135 000 See phens boan on Jamu-
ary 21, 19860, Fowr months before Susan
McDougal got her money from Dravid
Hale, That 2400080 repayment more
than covered the 524455 portion of
the ."21|:_'ph|.'n:-: laviin EhGlE went Lo
Whitewater, S0 how Can anyone sy
whether the $24.435 eventually was
covered by minted dollars or by the
Appar: I'II|'!| In.'gl'rim:m' Fald Wiy T Ay

ety

Catlinert Criowderg, former Edator of e D
Muoirrs Kegurrer v Fddtrerar] Pages, o Grorge
H. Gallug Proferer at the Lnversiy af
Jars | Sehood of Jewrnalior and Mas
Commnucetrer, Uraduaie sinalent Med
St tviradeed roatlh Fessdrely for s @ricde



Mer onez can, “The fungibility
cifl ey rovikoes 1 elifTiculi to way
which transaction [the January
19 R ransaction or e April 1986
transaction| funded the repay-
ment o Stephens Securiny Bank

THE JOURNALIET'S TRADE

Tracking the $24,455

155,088
413005

il the funds thar wene o

el a 3 e 424455
Whitcwater,” savs :1.11. FilEsbusy IH;‘;. #nl | Ir;lIl:llllrulnIE [_TJ i e
Eeport, the 3.0 million study of mei - _1”"}:“'

MeDrougal's Madison Guaranny
Savings & Loan that the 5an Fran-
cizco liw firm of Pillsbury, Madi-
son & Sutro macde bor the Resolu-
ticn Trast Corp, Linking the Hale
money fo Whitewater is “tenu-
ous” and “a stretch,” Dieake
University’s Director of the
Schoolof Accounting, Dr. Farrick
Heasron, said after looking arthe
pecompanylng diagram

So much For Chunk #1,

Chunk #2. To inply thar this
25, HHY chunk benefited
Whitewater is even more of &
soretch,

All of the $300,000 Habe lown
was depositedin the MoDougals's
jrnt personl account, In April
1986 James McDougal wroe a check
o that aceount for $23, (00 as carncst
money for purchase of & 10 acres souch
of Little Hock, and he put the tract for
Less than tan monthes in Whiteaater's
maume. Thespile @rroneous reports o
the conteary, Chunk #2 did not come
Froam Whitewsster's account, Aceonding
o the Fllsbury BEeporr, “Whitewater
iself never contributed any money o
thuks landd transacticn, " Whitcwater basi-
cally contrlbuted bts mame, a face tha
would harm—unot help—ihe Clinuons,
i wrere investors in the Whitewaters
Development Corp.

Forwhile MeDougal shorthy switched
ownership of those B10 acres from
Whitewater to another Lind=develop-
racnt comprny the MeDowgals cnamel,
Whirewarer's name cemained on the
morcgage, and i suill was liable for the
2470 D balance dueon the BI0 acres.
Im ocher words, McDougal messed up
Whitewater's balance shect by the deal,
adding a huge Lability to the eorpora-
tion and thus its owners, Including the
Clintons. The use of Whitewarer ini-
tizlly tybuy the Land, which the Clintons
sty theey kmew nosthing ahaour, “die] mot

hitewaler

(5) | sensen g
Ackisk tpredated)
Hale Nrark
Laan Eeally

Diggrann phows o | 98T Stepders Sevarity Barik lpav,
piet Lirial Flale s Ellﬂ:qgm'u'! TO8G foatw, toas 5-a:lwn:r_,l't.r.r
Whatewaier paymess to Ogark Bealty, MeDewpal
repata partian af Stephens loan (Instaliment 1) before
Hale J'mw_ﬁmrrﬁ'rﬁr ralerce (eallmens 21, A=
couwntant colls it a seresch” o nke Whitebater gad

Cifrfars o fhe rn'u'.'r;;:;.l' laam.

benefit Whitewater or the Clintons,”
the Pillsbury Reponconduded. “Infact,
it lefr Whitewsarer sdith a large morigage
but mo cormesponding asser”

FBI agent Michael Patkus testified
Mav 3, 1996, at the trial on fraud and
conspiracy charges of the McDougals
andd theneArkanss Gov, Jim Guy Tucker,
abomit how Chunk #2 the 825 000 ear-
=14 |11l‘:||:t:r',l'.';t|‘|:|l."ﬁ1::|m Hale™s Ij{i!,m’l
lon, That coopped up in stories ce peat-
edly thereafter, but not that the money
wis for o iract just temporarily in
Whitewrater's name, nor that the chunk
clid anvihing ba prop up Whircwaner,
it huwrt the cnterprise.

So much for Chunk #2,

Why, then, could the press be so
werring?

Let's start from the beginning. The
Mew York Times on May 4, 1996, cir-
ricd its edited version of a dispatch
attributed o The Associated Press;

Limmbe Rock, Ack, May 5 {AF—Thc
prosecution rested is case today in the
tricd of {oone. lim Guy Tucker and Pres.
cdens Clingoan's Former Whitewarer part-
ners after l’!ﬁ"'ﬂ'ﬂ“l‘lg EEsTimeny ﬂ'l".:ll'

riviney from an sllegedly raudulent loan

went o benclit tw Whitcwaiter
developmenl..

Theend ofthe nane-week pros-
Srution case carme ofter jures
Beand an F B agent wseily thai
meearky S50 N from & S5O0 (b
lpan o the defendant Susan
McDougal was wsed o cover
Whitewarer-related expenses
The osher panners in the neal
esaie development were James,
whicy was then her hushand and is
also o defendan: Bill Chnton,
who was then Governers, and his
widiz, Hilliury.

lrw s pestamcony Spaecial Agent
Michacl Pakus summariscd his
amibysis of expendineres from the
April 1980 loan.

Mr. Pankus said Mr. Mol hogal
had wsed $25000 a8 par of a
clorwn paymiena o lend e basiggha
o hehalf of the Whitrwzter Des
witlopment Corparation. Eventu-
ally §24.455 more was deposited
in the Whitesuter acoiming ol
Madson Guarmnty Savings and
Lavin oy covver o Whitewaier pay-
ment o 3 eealty company, the
agrent festified,

M. Fatkous akeo lisped £ 15 810
i advemising bills thacthe MeDougals
paid for Bl Henley's kegistative cam-
paign. Mr Henley is Mrs. Molboagal's
brasther,

Froseouions sy that the 3500, (KK}
losn From Capiial Managemen) Ses
wiges was supposed e be used only
fear Mrs. MeDoagal s advertising coms-
panmy, Master Marketing, and thar thae
atheruses were llegal, The allegation
is pary of the Federal bank fraud case
agaimst the defendants. br. Pakus
saaicl there were mo checks moke on
behalf of Master Marketing,

Oin Thursday, Judje: Howand Fm-
ited Mr. Patkues's testimany by Sume
marizing complex Enancial doca
menis abready in evidenoe. Lawyers
foar Mr. Tucker acoused prosecutors
ol planming touse Mr. Patkos’s testi
ey 48 @ plov o get two shots a
closing argumenis.

The Mclowugals and Mr. Tocker
are aceuser af misiising 83 millkon in
Jomens fresmn vwe federally backed lend-
ers. One was the McDougaks own
Miclison savings and lean; the other
wik Capital Management Serdces, lis
censed by the Smmall Business Adniin
dserankon rovnake biusieess loans, Capi.
il Management Services was men by
Dravid Hale, who was the chief pros-
COUTON Winiess,

MNieman Beports ( Wiater 1997
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However, the story AP distriboned
on s wire differed in significant re-
spects from the edived accouwnt thit ran
im The Times. Here is the original dis:
patch;

Limbe Kock, Ark —Prosecupors pesid
their case against (eov. Hm Gany Tocher
and Preshilent Clinion's former business
partners Fricky without showing how
Clinton bencfived from a 300,000 loan,
as another witness had claimed,

David  Hale, the Whitewaber
prosecuior's cibiel witness, iestilicd a
moath ago that James McDowgal and
Clinton benefited from the loan, which
was rnacle inthe name of Susan MoDowgal's
addvertisdng basiness

Bur an FBI agent’s testimeny Friday
macke no clirecy link berween the boan
proceeds and Clinton, leaving the ssoe
hanging after nine wecks of poatimony

Tuckerand the McDougals are pocused
exf framcd @and conspircy. Prosecuiors say
theey il egally obeained neacly £3 mdlldon i
Yo fromea paie ol federally Backed Banks

Clineon has not been charged. He was
called 1o resrify as a defense witness by the
MeDougals, who say thar only Clingon
couhd counter clamns Hale made during
e e ars ol cooperation with Whitewarer
PROSECLors, .,

Prosecutor Ray Jahn said it was not
important i link Clinton ta money rom
thie 8300,000 koad, wvien iF the omission
mght wndermine Hale's credibilivg,

“We oy knove Btwas Mr, Mo Doagal amd
Mrs. MeDougal who contralled bhow the
miney wits spent,” Jahn said, It was only
nr{"{"ﬁmlﬂ Fﬂ'\l'l'r'f |:|1:|.r||' WS Sul'll"l.'lli air
Mrz. MeDoogal's Master Marketing buiss
nesa, he sl

Hake claimed Clinton asked him o a
1500000 boan im jarmary 1986 and that
MeDoupgal later called and asked Hale o
imcrcase (R Boan afcaninn o S 300, 00H G
wiite @ check payable o Masver Marker-
i,

Jakun sakd Friday that Hake dicn’t know
what happened v the money, but under
prosecurion guestingning Apail 2, Hale tes-
tifiedd the money oltimacely went oo
M Dongal andd Climtom.

When askes] who woubd iy back the
money, Hale said them, =1 was looking 1o
Jim McDoasgal ancd Bl Clinon.® When
kol whis benehted oo the loon, Hale
saidd, “Jimn Mool and Bl Clingoen

But FEI Speecial sgenn Michael Palkus'
accounting of the money Friday did niot
mention the presdent by nome. OO0 the
S300,0000, ke refeered oo only o pay-
mcnes, wEaling @bhout $50 000, thar coasld

51 Nieman Heports O W e 15597

huve benesfired Clinton as a3 Whktewarer
partier, and dicl nogmake a drect conmes.
Litwin.

Pathus said S25 000 of the loan was
sl as o domenipayment on land scath of
Little Kock that Whitewater bought. Afn-
other $24_ 455 covered a Whitcwarer pay-
el o A realty company For land the
conmipany ownied in nonthiern Arkansas,

Whibe the Clintons and MeEhougalswens
joing owmers of Whitesarer, Mool
e it

TheWashingron Post also oored when
it reported, “Abowur 850,004 of the pro-
ceeds of that [$ 300,000 ] loan went Into
a Whitewater account™ (B 1 Melton
and Michael Haddigen, May 29, 19546, )

Willim Safire went furiber: “Thai
[ 3300000 ] wis supposed o be used
only to help the “economically disad-
vantaged,” but a lirge chunk wais used
tor buy property for Whitewater Devel-
opmei I the Clintms knew abaou
thisabuse . _then they would be accom-
plices in srealing 50,000 from the
poore " (MNew York Times, May 50, 1996,

The Mew Yorker went even further:
“The verdictestablished as fact—proved
by the prosccuton, backed by docow-
ments, and certificd by a jury—that
somne Of the money thar the MoDougals
ol by fraced did indeed end upin
Whitewaner ara tme when the Clintons
co-ownied the company.... One of the
frawdulent loamns, for & 3000000, went oo
Susan McDougal, ©OF this & 500,006,
S50 010 wens unnelbed by the McDougals
imto Whitewater, To putic simply, it has
now' been proved in g cowrt of T thae
nesarky £350,000 ohained by defrauding
the United States givernment went into
a company that sas co-owned by Bill
and Hillary Clinton” (Michael Relly,
Juirm DO, 195G,

i recent mwenths the error has per-
sisped. On Ocraber 2 of this year The
Focw York Times repored: . S500000
of [the 2300,000] Eer wound up pay-
img for expenses related o the
[Whitewater] [and development....”
(Todd 5. Purdum)

And Frontling's “Unce Upon a Time
in Arkansas” announced: “What hap-
pencd o that 2300,000 loan Susm
[McDougal| received from | David|
Hale? Twenty-five thousand dollas of i
covered a deln [l::-l'l 'lﬂi-'ll:il:l'-_"l.-.-:'lttl:'l o
{Michasl Kirk and Peter Boyer, PBS,
L, T TR

How could they all say chars

Perhaps because the wesiumony of
FBI agent Patkus was complicaved and
confusing. Patkus, who has a back-
ground in accounting, was quite pre-
cise, though, in identifving Chunk #1
as coming from the Stephens Securicy
Bank, not the governmeni-backed
£ 300,000 Loan, despite what the AP and
The Mew York Times wrote, He ws
never asked if he thought the repay:
mient of parl of that Stephens loan with
part o the $360 00 loar amonnted to
use of the illegal Hale loan w Benefin
Whitewarer, nor did he characverize i
thar way.

The inivial misreponts of Patkus's tes-
timony scem o have infected subse-
quicnt coverage. Purdum of The Times,
for instance, says he simply repeated
what he found inclips. Kobert L Shaw,
AP's Lirtle Bock Burean Chicf, said: "Owr
story is 2 e summmation of the agent™s
pestirmony.” The New York Times did
nod respond to reguests for comment.

Perfuips the repomers were follow-
ing the prosecutors, who seemed wills
g b pae the worst possibile spin o
Whitcwster by cucgorically tving Chunk.
# 1 100 Hale's loan, Independent Coun-
sel Kenneth Searr, morenner, odd a
Devroit audience last &l thar agent
Patkus had found “some [of the
300,000 | ended wp om the aceount of
Whitewarer Development.”

Perhiaps the storics were wiong be-
cause they reponed a face thar beft an
implication opposite of the oach, Inis
roe that Chunk #2 helped—ifor less
than two months—buy land for
Whitewater, but, regandless of the in-
tent by McDougal in transferring the
money, that was a transaction that
turmed out tobe detrimental, not help-
ful, o Whitewsater aml the Clintons,
That kst part—the impact—was ig-
e,

Perhips some PepDLErs A0 jUsICare-
beas

Hut all those perhapecs are dispurds-
ing. The piess has been preoccupied by
Whitcwater slnce 1992, Coverape of
the "nearky $50,000," which repuredly
made Whitewater {(Le. the Clintons) a
kin o fraud, has been o ey elemenid.

And it's been o key element that™s
been written about carelessly, or in-
completely, or just plain falscly, B



The Ken Galbraith (and Bill Buckley) Show

By Lorie ConNway

v ointerview with Jlohn Ken-

reizth Galbraith began with his

asking mre a gquestion, Peering
clomon froom his 6 et B inches, thie 35
vl Cralbseaith ingueived, = Just how
iy hotres do vou phim this series 1o
bz o vy lifies

Stnding tall at 5 Feet 4 inches, |
shicepishly replicd “Well, justonae: hour,*
knowing that, at the ume, funding for
only a half-hour wlevision doecumen-
pary wis availahle.

Cver the next three days last March
the Paul M. Warburg Professor of Eco-
nomics. Emerius, B.S A S M., Phid,
AMLLDG LD, Lt D, Line. D _LH.D
5., held court, remembering decail
after cletail of hix life, rrl:lrmg_ Fibstoaricsl
anecdotes and ofering ncisive analy-
s, The result was a I.,'-;II'I'IPII.,‘|.|:|:I1H_ first-
person acoount of much of the Fst G0
viears of American history

For me, as ll:rr.'prmlm erinicmicwer,
it was an extraordinary  experience.
Having William F. Buckley, Jr_, the nar-

Cealbraiel broke wirh Jon II'i"-l':'ll.l\:'||I Precraderat
Jodraram, aper the Viermans War
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ravor and host of the progeam, adin my
scriptinercased the ension but helped
make the story o success. The doou-
mentary, fded, “Thus Galbeadth .. The
Life And Times of John Kenneth
Gealbraich, " will be aired on PES eardy in
thies mew vear,

Gialbraith wove a tapesury of history
sented comfortably in the study of his
home off Harvard Square, surrounded
by ceiling-high hookshelves and phom-
Hr,'q:-l'r-.ul’"lll:rru.d-lfwilh varsous heacdls of
stite and newsmakers, (A needlepoint
in the parbor sovs “Galbaxith's Grst o
Moclesty s a 1;&:11|1.' evernied virtwe ")

With Hrrke hilp froom my one course
i undhergraduare ccomomics amd moch
more help from some willing Kennedy
School professors, | began the iner-
view What unfolded over the course of
three days of Alndng was a deseription
of many of the pivntal evients Galbeaich
wis witness o of archiveot of sinee
1933

Thee firss thing that became apparent
wis the wailue of Galbraith s storytelling,
something | enjoyed when he visited
Lippmann howse during iy year as o
Mieman Fellowe, 199594, Galbrith
clowzsn't juese tell vo abaoai the evenis he
witnessed, he places you in the room
where history was cocurring He res
meimbers where people were seated,
the: size and shape of the rable onwhich
they leaned, cven the cobor of thetr tes,
Gialbraith's uncanny abdiny o recall even
the smuallest decail makes you feel the
presence of Franklin [ Rooscevelr,
Lyndon B, Johnson or even “Cotmon”
Edl Smith, Chairmien of the Senate Aeri-
cultural Committee in the 19490's,

“Cotton BEd would sit down at the
e of the table and he would take a
plug of wbaceo out of his pocker, and
Wi :|.|1.I|.-:|:r.\. szaid el it ihs= |:|i|.|.-p, in his
moanth and the bite back in his pocket,
He'd sit up and ook for the spitmoons

and they sl been removed o 1he
beown streak would go down on the
Messr andd comne closer o pour shoes
and you'd keepmoving your feet arounid
and this wis a supreme schievementof
Coon Ed Smith.”

Hewividly recalled scenes from early
im the conmry—he weas born bn Onearc
on Ootober 15, 1908—uwe this vear. The
one person most infucntial in his like
wits his father, Archie, a school acher
turne] farmer. “He was head of the
Liberil party in that part of Canada. . he
Wik ko s 5 femous ﬁHEI:I:"I-.'.. e wiis
in the best sense of the word, 2 commu-
nity leadler "

Whien (oilbraith's mother divd of a
heart airtack he was just T4 years ol
Being left under the influence of his
strong-willed father puaranoeed his beav-
ing the Brm and going off 1o college.
“I've aften thought thar if my msother
had Hved 1 would have been kept there
on the farm, becauss she repacded thart
as the ultimate way Inowhich one served
onesell and one served the comum-
nity. ... She was moach more committed
vtk than my fatherwas, He was more
imclined o encourge me o 2o off to
vl legge,”

With £300 dollars borrosesd from
his sister, Calbraith atiended the
Chmpario Agricultueal College, B5 miles
away, His major? animal hushbandey,
=“Ulne of the few economic insights of
imprreciabile character that | had an eha
e was why worry about pooducing
more and betier catthe iF you coubdn'
sell the damn things. 5o the real prob-
lem was the economic rather than the
technical aspects of efficient produc-

Lowre Coovsbay, Niemarn Fedlow 1999, (1 a
progcey avsd weiter oiug fn Bosen, Since
TG el dngr I|'|.r.|.-.-1"1.|.-.-'|.|' Ve T
TR selevicion documentaries far

W R, Hosren
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ton. S0 1 shifted in the final vear from
the study of animal hushandey 1o eoo-
namics.”

After praduaning in 19350, the “sour
point of the Depression,” Galbraith
moved west o atend the University of
Callfornia ar Berkeley, which was sur-
rounded by Hoovervilles, the makie-
shift housing of the homeless and un-
emploved. “There was it Beckeley at
that time a very alert and active Com-
munist community and a more caus
ticnes growp towhich 1helonged, which
fuaal 2 it mmajor commmiiment gy
ing the COONOaMY,

From Berkeley, Galbraith received a
fellowship o the “ather Cambridge,”
Cambvichee University in England, a0
stucy ar the feet, so o speak, of coo-
nomic revelutionary John Mavoard
Kevnes. By 1934, during the deprhs of
the Depression, Galbradth was o de-
wvoted Kevnesian, believing in govern-
ment-funded programs o increase
employment and stimulbate business.
He began testing the theory working in
the Roosevelt admdnistraton. “FORwas
comveniently exempt from ideclogy, He
ws responsive (oowhat vou needed o
div. His only ideology was to action."”

But action aside, given the media
scrutlny of candidates, ket alone one
with a physical disability, T askexd
Cralbraith, “Could Eoosevelt be elecied
tochy®”

“Whether FOR could be elected -
day would depend on the economic
sitezatiosrn muore tha a lintle bit, FINE was
the product  of the Great
Depression... but there was the
Rooseveln persomaliny. Hecouldn'rwalk
withowt erutches, Monetheless he had
the impression of strength.. . [His elec-
tien ] wonld mor be possible roday, be-
cause Roosevelt was a cripple and he
had w0 be helped, moved, suppored
sned that would be feamured on welevi-
sion, This would be a grear disadvan-
tgge without a doubt but be did not
suffer at the time.”

Fromm setting prices as the chiefinfla-
Eiry Eﬂhr:-r IILII‘iL‘Iﬁ Wil YWar 11 &
'P.ﬁ!il:lH_ n|:n-:un:'|‘u"x Iovr Acllan Steverson s
Pregidential campaigns in 1952 and
1956, CGalbraith wimnessed the power
ehite and lustey lobbsyists on Capital
Hill. Hesasms amwoare inlormmed O ongress
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poeflay. “There are
FEASONS [0 CHLICEe
the Congress today
and it s the subject
of greaceriticisim b
on the whole, the
fevel of inelligenoe
hais improved very
much since those
dkays of Cofton Ed.
He would be a Figure
of fun wsday, which

he wasn'i ar the
e
During Lratl=

braith's five yeirs
Fortune magisine,
frowm 1943 1o 1948,
pnder TimeLife founder, Heney Luce,
be bearned o cultivae the seivle and
expression that define his 30 books and
countless articles.

Learming howe to dmpect life and clare
iy bt wordtdng on thie so-called dismal
science—eoonomics—brought special
imsighe inwo his job as a writer. About
thiwsss years he has written, “No eoono-
mist ever hod the slghtest influence
whi weote onb' For economists.”

During my intervicw he explained
more - Hedry Luce discoversd he had a
cholce, between consemvanives who
couldn't wrige and liberals oo could
but] he couldn’t print. He chose the
liberals on the whole because that was
atlews a stant. That was the role 1 found
myself in there,”

Crlbrith still writes every day, from
alterbreak st undil noon. I he doesen,
he says he is “psychiarically disgurbed

Alver Formune, Galbetith seould “en.
per anbo one of the most inlersing
jabs" he ever had, the Stracegic Bomb-
img Survey. Reporting on the Doined
States bombing of German munitions
factories during World War 11, the find-
imgs conghuded, “the air raids had no
appreciable effect on production.”

The results did not make him oo
popular with the Alr Force or another
member of the survey, Charles Cabor,
whi come o different conclusions
Since Cabad albso served as an overseer
at Harvard, his opposition toward the
voung Kewncsian was voiced during
Calbrith's nomination for a full pro-
fessomship, Thore wis a standodf wniil

Wikl Emﬂ:&-} ‘n"r.- i l!n:ug-.'.-r.-:r amirrer aond crisic n'rr_..'n.-'ru-
Kmnrrf.- f.-i'i'u'llll‘ﬂ'.'llﬂ;l. ey antreator aid .Em-rr u_f'ﬂm_lbqgmm.

Harvard's President, James Brvant
Conant, threatemed 1o n.-:_u:lE_n if
Cualbreaith's momdngation was denied
Shortly after Conant's threan it was ap-
proved,

The 1950% brought the publishing
of Gallyaith's e pochal hook, “The Alllu-
ent Sockery,” making hime close 1w a
household mame. Millons of copies
wiere sold worldwide. Ten years [awer,
by the time of the United States involve-
it i YViemam, his name weouild also
b known as an ardent opponent ol the
wr. As Ambassador i ndia under Prosi-
dient Kennedy, Galbraith admited o
“mmterfering with all meinner of things,
bt mecstly Vietnam." He believes that,
if he had lived, Kennedy would have
limited United Stenes involvement in
Victnam, “I was always under the im-
pressin—ihe walid impression—ithat
b wainied himsed§ o limit his Comamit-
et there ancd was subject to the pres-
sures of the generals and the Cold War
liberals who wanted o go on with the
sanr anned thsn hie waas graocful for, indeed
welcomed, those of us in opposition.”

In 1964, Galbraith's opposition o
thie war meant breaking with his friend,
President Johnson, whom he respected.
When Johnson cedered an cscalation
al the war, Galbraith made his move
He acce pred every proffered speaking
engigement in Texas, knowing the
Prosicdhend was an avid reader of his
home state's newspapers, "1 wenk o
him several dmes 0 tell him my oppo-
sition and his answer, which was not
wholly unpersuasive, was always the



same. He saidd, ‘Ken, 6 1 wsveren't bece
yoan wonibed be inomue b seoase conadition
e whar the gpenesls want w0 do, You
shuld be glad that I'm keeping this
thing under contecl. ™

By 1968, Galbexith gave wp on his
poersuasive cfforts and increased  his
politdcal effors. At the Democratic coan-
vention im Chicago, he seconded Eu-
gene MoCarthy's namé in nomination
for the presidency. "D was more stronggly
moved by the need for opposition (o
Vietrmam than any ather major issae of
my lifetime "

Cualhaiith has .|Iw:|.1l,'x- warm his liber-
plism on his sleeve, proud and not
alraid of the label, Today, he explains
the shift towards conservatism in terms
IFF!'H."!IIII:II.'IIiI::h :IIII:I WI‘I:I’ ||'I1.r I.'I:H'\lliI II.I.'

Princess Diana
And Mother Teresa

Seommee of my colleagees think theat with the
Plana episode the media has changed
“defiitivedy and inexorahly. Some of us
thirik that sy awe happened w some
measure ul the tme of the O, ]. Smpson
trdal. Bunt | don't think we know, ... |
think one of the great difficultics that
Jormalists and more to de poiid onr
management has these davs s how o

naigaie thirotgh ths fotally sirange and
alien band—wha America is intereshed

i1, whiat we think they should be ites-
esed in, henw do we cover the rest of he
world, whit does the rest af ihe wirdd
reprosent, what b Important, what isn't
important, und when something Bke
Diara and, dare | say it, Mother Teresa,
vorbs slonp—and that, by the way, is
the first timte | have ever compared the
twro—yoal know it's in the sense so
obvions awnd 0's 90 ey for us 0 become
as deeply engaged 15 we do.—Peder
Jeniings, Anchor af ARCs "Wrld Vews
Towsigh, " on the National Public Radio
slbore “On tiwe Moelia,” bosted by Alex
Jones, September 21, 1997,
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Clairms, hosmacle “Eshionable "1 think
thar when people are happy, comiorn-
able, they rend 0 bBe more
cehnservative.. a1 am prepsired o ar-
gue that the next dowe there s a slumgp,
liberals will be back and iv will be con-
servittism that s unfashionable "

I chose the conscrvative Buckley as
rerrraver of thie program because of his
stature on the opposite end of the po-
litical spectmam, for his 30-yvear history
of debating Gallraith worldwide and,
morst importantly, for his profoand ne-
spect of Galbraith, “But don’t expec
e (O S paress I'II!-'IH“I_"H;'I‘H_‘I‘HI- |']-1JI:'JIE|1_'"!|'
warmned me back in May when 1 ap-
progiched him with the idea of hosting
the program, | assurcd him thas was
[T ol the charm

As agreed, 1 weoone the scripe, then
Buckley worked on it My nerves were
e tham o e fraped waiting (o hear
back Erom hilm, What he delivered three
diavs laver was a producer's drcam, a
revrralive deftly wesviine both the unkque
Bucklev-ceque style and muamoe with
hd= differcnces, polichcal and eoonomic.
I weas thirilled and awed by the clarity of
hi= writing. Best of all, the main strec-
ture and content of the script were still
intact.

While Buckley was recording the
maerial oo comera in Mew York, T
wate e his [Ares i LM N & T,
It became clear why he and Galbraith
v cermsinec rl.::nTu'w-l.'h.'d.I fricruls S
bomg, Both posscss a pession For their
b lie b5 ancl convictions based on intel-
lectual brillance and integrity. Their
ilifferemces only livened the diseussion,

Buckley wrote this ending standup:

“lohn Kenneth Galbraith ks cel-
chrrated not for formal economic explo-
rattons but because of his resonance as
a poditical moralizt, “The Afluent Socl-
ey’ Isn't abour economic policy, e s
ahont social priories.”

O, as Galbraith himsell said

“I wromuald like 8o be remembencd as
somehody who weanted to go beyond
i|.|1a_'|}'1|.u_ |'.-||_'g."|:1nr_E I_':'t;l1l;|||.."|_1il:|ll1 ancl fi
the social action. | specnl G coriain
amount of my life in prictical polities
ardd 1ol like 1o see that as prood
Iwaneed o go bevond pure econonics,
pure descrption, pure analysis (o prac-
pical action.” H

Strong Reaction
To Diana Columns

1 grrmvesd o Thursdiy before the
funeral and survived on adrenaline. an
occasional meal and scam sleep. I
was helpful tha | had covered Diana
in Chicuga for three dins kst vear,
Instructive, ino, were the endles
Diama #mes: 1 have read, mosty for
“The: British wore by and larpe very
ERACions b reporiers, Many were
eager to talk ahout the princess. 1t
seemed 4 catharsis for them. Hosiliy
toward paparazzl and, by exiension,
the established press, began evapors-
g with each new report of Diana's
driver drinking and taking drugs
efire the fatal crash, /
*Backdngkan Palace and the Church
of England hod perindic briefings for
reparters in Chorch House near
Wiestminster Abbey. Space far press in
the shbey was very tpht Only o LS.
reporters, chasen by ot were allowed
to ttend the fuseral.

“1 wanclied the sendce from Church
House, where. in addition o theee
press roems, there wis g solemmn
roem for press and clergy. A bishop
it 1o mie wepl during (e Natosal
Andem, thea ghadly fielded questions
om liturgy and protocol.

“While dn Lorsdan | aiso wiabe col-
s, O man laber wrote a letter 1o
the= exdinr s ny coliemn on D
anil Mether Tenesd made him feel like
throwing up. Then a woman wrole in,
seconding the motion.

“I'm: back 1o writing news stories and
acceing colismmn-writing tps at
shiba @ omnifes vwm edo. "—
Jetirnid, a8 PN Nigshan Feliotn
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Too Many Degrees Of Separation

Strangers On Their Own News Beats

By MicHAEL O'NEILL

en Loren Ghiglione was
rounding up comment re-
cently regarding the mimor-

ity hiring programs of the American
Society of Newspaper Editors 1 auto-
mutically responded with a cheer, Who
could argue with such a worthy cause?
But then I got to thinking about the
oany velaied issees that are also in-
volved in the complex relationship be-
mween our profession and society.

What s the lnvent of the ASNE initia-
tive, for example? 1s icsimplby an o f rosa.
tive actlon program e cxpunge long
standing biases? A drive to make
nEwsnEHns mirror images of the gen-
cral populaton? Or, ina larger steategic
sense, s it an efor to pencrrace mone
deeply into communites in order o
serve o wider range of readers?

Ag 1 see it, the problem is not past
inddequate minocity hiring, although
that is a Factor, of course, Mor is it only
il :‘:h.a]lr_'ﬂp,,r. l!{l"hl‘lit'l_‘li'l.‘l.‘!ﬂi[‘:l-‘_ or ihe
i|'|'|.|'l|iE,l‘zh-'|.I waves that have so ,'|-'I'|.'I-Ft|':¢l'
and, in some areas, 5o overwhelmingly
changed the communities newspapers
are rrying w rexch . Whar may be more
important in the long mun s a cultueal
gap between reporters and would-be
rewders—class differences, i vou will,
niot just race, gender, or ethndeicy,

As editors and journalism schools
dlemand micre and more education in
the name of professionalism, staffs be-

come more elitisg, However much indi- |

viduals may differ, natural sclection
prodduces a kind of secial and intellec-
reaal clustering. a blend of similar inger-
cats and attitudes, that sets journalises
apart from much of the society they
presume o reflect. They move inmo
thicir owm neighborhonds, mimgle with
other professiomals, walk about the same
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things. They are no longer card-carry-
ing members of the working class. They
don’t socialize with shipping cherks or
truck drivers, go to the same picnics or
hirl.ﬂ_u HEMTREE jinim Darecls at prayer
MEetngs. SPOorts i i COrmmOn demomi-
nator and cebebriny o shared affliction.
But reporiers are often strangers on
their own news begrs.

After World War 11, when [ first cow
ered the police “shacks” in Brooklyn,
the pamern was different, The bear re-
pocters wiere mostly the offspring of
firemen of gaement workers o bong-
shoremen—aordinary working stiffs who
lived] o the same streets and deank an
the same bars as thenr readess. I wasn'y
much different 15 years later, when |
refurned to Mew York with The Daily
Mews [ollowing a stint in Washington. |
remember ong diy in Criminal Court
when a hood, in the midst of being
arrdigned, suddenly shouted greetings
o the !_'HI!iL'I.' repuirter | wis with, Thl._':,r
hed b |.'|~:‘|-].'|:|.-|.‘l: will i rcls anad sl el
im the same m.-:'g;l:'lmr]m:nl. Ll.'Hlnrn in
those davs needed rewritemen 1o rrans-
late their noves. But they lived the city's
life. When vou were with them, you
could feel the ciny’s pulse, As Pete Hamill
has ohserved: “Their street reponting
wis imformed by the special knowledze
that came from the sireer, If they en-
countered a |_".|||.|.rr'||_1|_-r O 5 Iunﬁshr:rc-
i, they knew the hnguage”

Al The Daily Mews in the 1960's and
19707, | championed the ides of “up-
grading” the staff, Although Jimmy
Breslin, o of the best reporters | ever
wirked with, never made it through
college, allour new hires were required
i have o degree. 50 fresh recruits
swanmed into the ciy moom clogged
with education and determined o ve-

form the world. They didn's lve in Bed
Hook, though, or Hunts Point. Blacks
elidn’t weant o settle in Bast Mew York
or be asslgned o Harlem. Just as vast
wealth and deep poverty exisied side
by sidle but seldom ouched, most new-
Eeneration repoaers were mentakly and
emationally separated from the most
numeroms ard, inomany wavs, st
vilsrant coammunities in the ity

The day after the grear blackour in
Mew York Ciry in 1977, 1 spent some
time roaming through Bushwick where
Ioarers had lefi whole Blocks in smoul-
dering ruins. One man rocked back and
forth on & chair with & baseball ba
guarding his guned swore. A woman
pleked through the charred remains of
g chureh. Itwas seifling hot and wien a
ool breeze suddenly sprang up, 1
turned to the woman and cxclaimed;
“lan't this great? "Mo” she replied.
"Very bad! If fire now, two apartments
o, not one!™ & wind that eas refresh-

Michael (O Nerll ir tiwe former Executivg
Fartor uf'i":l'rr Daiy News in New Yok amd
o past President of the American Saciery af
Mewpaper Edutors, Rettred, fre fives in
Satredale, N Y




img 0o me was feightening oo her. [ was
an alien in herwordd, only & shout away
Froom o efflce on the other side of the
East River.

This kind of estrangement means
that millicns of lives lie mostly hicdden
in unwatched warrens, only attracting
attention at the intersections of vio-
lence and crisis when public agencics
become involved and the media are
alerted. Like business reporters who
depend on anadyses for news, city re-
porters get b many of their stores
second hand from cops, the coues o
other official sources. This is one nea-
sopn why many people awtomatically
assnciate blacks with erime—ic s almaost
thecir only news link to black comimuni-
Lles,

Thousands of nonprofic groups and
religious arpanizaiions are working on
the front lines of social stress in Mew
York's neighborhoods, Colombian and
Dominican neighborhoods, Chinese
and Korean, African and Arab. There
are health clinics, foster care homes,
:.r|:1llll'.| t‘lﬂulnrlrm:nl programs, Criho-
lic and Jewish schools—more than
130,000 children in the parochial
schools alone. [t is a throbbing uni-
verse of activity in the very heart of city
life b, in the absence of disaster o
scamdlal, much ol i receives ||lt|1.']'_|||h|ir
notice. A fact thar has been brutally
criticized by Osborn Ellioar, former
Edivor of Mewsweelk, ex.Deputy Mayor,
and presently head of Mew York's Clu-
zens Commdies,

Wharever the pracical obstacles or
prodessional hang-ups may be, e di-
versliy means that reporters and edi-
tors should be in intimae, continuing
and, Do ld acdd, sympathetic commu-
nication with every part of community
L. When only government and poli-
tics or viclenoe are reported then much
of that life is excluded, The effect is 1o
cmphasice degrees of separation rather
than the kind of bonding, the mutual
interest and empathy, thar ideally
shvould exist berween journalises and
ordinary people. “If we are 1o creame a
senae of place for everyone,” as Gre-
gory Favee savs, “then we must oreate a
sense of belonging for everyone.”

I beliewe one explination for the
extracordinary success of “Angela’s
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Ashes” i that Frank MeCouwrt is a su-
el repoater who personally lived the
srory hie tobd and belongod oo the world
b descritesd. He didn’t need any help
i undersmancding his charscers because
b and they were the same. He was not
an outsider who had o inecview the
natives foopet the facts, 0 his readers
were gripped by anintense, directly felc
reabism, Also, MeCourt never talked
dhovarn tohis characters, be trreared them
with respect, as equals,

Thet is another important poini=—
the degree to which an elitise jourmal-
=m not only promotes a “curled lip”
cyniciam, &8 Elliont pues i, but alsa
crvates attitudes that, comsciously or
unconsciously, demean the beliefs,
bifestyles, and viewsof ordinary people.
A case in poine Is religlon, which mil-
Hons of Americans take sertoushamd is
a central feamre, for example, of black
community lite, but is poorly and often
derisively covered by the press. | re-
mesmiber rushing a reporter to thie South
on A fruitdess mission o find flim-
ﬂ;lrn:rm'.rf im ihe Mesral Majority miowves-
rosenl; | F""El"'""-lﬂ"-"'j TS SOy Fsecanase ol
o basilein bias, something that i also
frequently on display now in coverage
of the Religious Right and fundamen-
talist groups

Peter L. Berger, wﬁl:inu;in Coamrne e
I:rr, LEL ] I|'|r:a.-|.- BrOLps e r.r.l.rf. of =

Dressing Up
For Dinner

Ive boaght wigs 2nd had makeup
people do sericus makeup. [ have
developed a different sense of clodhes, |
wear eyeglasses. | normally never wear
lipstick, 50 #'1 put on Epstick and &
héond wig, I'm a totally different per-
sona. It's amazing. My busband finds it
ey funay. But my elevator man
knows, winks at me and savs, “Aba—
Vo' re goig b0 iew restmant,., "
This is & serious exting job. T go out for
12 meals o week.” Rurh Keichd, rostan-
rand critic for The New York Times, in
Mgt Bunasie: e “Frigide The New: York
Timies," Fall 1997

classsed popubist revolt against the
upper bevels of the Amcrican class sys-
tem, “the basons of elive culiwre—
including the mediz—ihar have foughs
i compel toral secularization of soci-
ety as well as povernment, To the ex-
tent that jourmalists identify with these
secular clites, they appear to be hostile
i thie convictiens of millions of ordi-
nary working class people. And this is
noat an e for editorial diversity or bal-
ance

[ chon't know thee solutiom, At The
Kewswe ried 1o get closer 1o the ground
by assigning FEPHEFTERS [0 COMMuUniry
boavds and neighborbood ocgamnizs-
tioms, The idles wes i bdld mews froom
the Bottom up, instead of wop down
[roun clry hall and police headguarters,
Although this approach produced more
Brassroois coverage, it was abhor inten-
sive. And it cowld nor fully overcome
the disconnect berecen readers and
many reponters’ and editors whose story
ideas still were colored by their own
social and intellecnsal predilections,

It may be argued thar the destiny of
MEWS[HEPErS lies weith thie elites in soci-
ety because that is where the readers
are, and will increasingh: be as educa-
tional levels rise and new immigrants
jon the American mainstream. Barbara
Tuchman once observed thal no one
krvnas :.|||:.-'||:|.ir|g aboul the peasanis in
ke Miclcdle Ages beecause 1|:'n.':,l coledm
write and those who could didn’t care.
Butjournalists should care. Upper crust
readers, nor Less than ther fellow cn-
erns, need oosee society inall s di-
mensions if they ane to understand the
winrld aroumd them. Social explosions
that so ofven cawch us by sunprise can
only be foreseen, and possibly  pre-
vented, iF the press s operating at the
ground levels of community lite where
unwatched stress is the incubator of
silent crisis that later becomes a public
ihisasier,

Changes in jourmalistic culoure may
e as important s increased minoniy
hiring if we are (o achieve true “diver-
ity in the newsroom.” Mewspapers,
especially, need o develop a closer,
broader, more undesstanding and maone
trustingg rebuionship with theie com-
municies. Thedr survival depends an i
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Bashing American Schools

How the Print and Visual Media All Too Offen Misundersiand, Misrepresent and Therely
Misreport and Severely Damage Our American System of Public Fducation

By Ewvans CLNCHY

On December 2, 1906, MNews-
wieehk VSIS ]mhli.\.hﬁ'l a4
spory entitled “The Sum of
Mediocrity,” saying that it is *Time for
another globalcompetitiveness alern.
I el Thivd Inaernarional Mabematics
and Sclence Study—which kst vear
rested @ half a million students in 41
countrbes—American elghth graders
seoned bedorae the world average inmath
And that's not even the worst part.
Consider this a5 vou try o gure out
which countries will dominaie the tech-
noslogy markets ofthe 2 1si Century: the
top 10 percent of America’s math
siuclent’™s sconed ot the same as the
average kid in the global leader,
Sirgapeone.”

S, e again we continue o have
yet another sidvein the continuing bar-
rage of reporting in the American pring
(aned, ol covrse, the viswal ) oedia bash-
ing the American system ol puldic
schooling, All this despite a growing
amount of evidenoe marshaled by
people such as Gerald Beacey, one of
this country’s most respectéd cduca-
tional researchers, writing in the
profession’s foremost joumal, Phi Delea
Kappan, and in such books as "The
Manufictured Crisis: Myths, Fraod amd
thee Abtzick om America's Pubilic Schools"
by Drawsid ©, Berliner ancl Broce ], Biddle
(Ackdispn-Weslev), thar ws scores in
general ave actually at an all-time high
(imcluding the SAT's and the College
Boards when one wakes oo accoont
the vastly Luger number of students
taking the vestsh, thar very few schools
are cessponls of gang violence, with
mexst of those being inmer city schools
suffering from Jonathan Kozol's “sav-
age inequalitles,” thar US smodents
actually rank high on almost all intema-
tional tests of bath math and science,
thai there is no evidence of any link
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bBerween the educational performance
of American studenes and the health of
the economy and that, mdeed, Ameri-
can economic productiviey leads all
ather nations, with the US, economy
beingthe mast competitive inthe world,

Morw, s Bracey, Bercliner, Biddle and
r:||!|:||:'r:-| h:n'l.' |:qf"|.|_'n rh:lilltl"l;‘l ani, ANy X
:J.l':'l:il'l:a.l:il.ll|.uf!|u.-'|1|:|h|:i|:"m |pi:|li|:|n:-t|1|:n:|l
OLE Armerican sy=iem ol |11Jhl:|r..' edluci-
gied el of eodrrse, include an assess.
meent of the qualiey of the media cover-
ape of that svarem, sinee the qualicy of
thie public’s perceptinns of its schonls
s s clearly shaped by what amd o
thie medlia chooses wo report. Tndeed,
many of the policy decsions that are
males by national. state and local deci-
sipn-makers are all wo often based wpon
little more than the media's reporting
of whar those public perceptions ap-
pear to be.

Thring up these unpleasant Bcisina
spirit of deep humility, When 1 was an
eclucsiiion repuarier Faeslrures hﬁ.'nrning_;
Mieman Fellow in 1959, | was as guilty
as any reporer of being krgely igno.
cant of what [ was talkiog about. [ was
all wo casily taken in by the campant
elvctoric thar was the d;l.il:r' .'i-L;.I.er.: ol
cducation reporing in those Cobd War
diays. The great educational myth of
thit timme imnesd ianely before and after
thie Soviet Undon Bonched its Spuimik
sipellite im 1958 was that the American
public schools were diesperately infe-
ricer to the Hussian schools, especially
in science and math, that this was the
risEon we s oa mirtion were “hehind”
thie Bassians in hl'li'llli.il:i{:ﬂl:'d n.l-:.'i:l:lr:,'
anil thar the .'H.']Iu:ﬂ:. wiere I!hl.:n.‘:ﬁ;_ln'
actually causing us w lose the Cold War
itaedr,

Mane of thes, of course, turned out
iy e the case, Bur we in the media—
and therefore neost Americans—ought

infor this e A I, weith the resuli thin
a era of lrge-scale “curticulum amnd
srhool reform™ was launched with con-
siderable fnfare and lange amounts of
federal ared foundation dollars, [t was
along abwowst beece that D stopped bedng a
newspaperman and switched over oo
the othier side, Lo the side of the work-
ing stiffs in the public schools, Tdid this
beciuse | realized that | was wmpera-
mentally bentersuited tobeing involved
in atbemmpiing tooimprove the schools
rather than the equally imporant task
o reporting on the fcts of the case, |
Firsid bmeaenes an edueational aondaiion
program officer, thean the director of an
clementary school social studies cur-
riculum program, then the director of
research, development and experimen-
tal schools inthe Boston public schoals,
then a general schoold consuleang spe-
clalizing in descgregation plans, oug-
net schools, parcor and professional
cholee and eventually {as of mow) an
adwocare of anew, entirely reconceivied
svstem of American public schooling,
Thus, nothing that Bracey, Berliner
ar Biddle say or my referring to them
here should be taken o mean that 1
think that the public schools of this
raAlion are I!I:1il'lH ihes b i::blhr}fl_‘uulﬂ
possibly do, Indeed, Thave argued else-

Epans Clinchy, Miemean | 959, ir sendar
comieeltams ax che Ireseiveere for Reiporive
Education at Nartheastern Univerrity
Prewdosedy be was o Fordd Faundadion pro-
grie wfficer, divector of @ social rrlies
carrricaliem prograwt, fead of reesarch and
devetopracnt for te Boston Pablffc Schools
aried prresialenns af @ rovgpmnfie edctional
cowirelting fiven. He i the co-autteor of
Cholee fn Prdlic Edvcarion, ™ Editor of
“Trangfierlog Padlic Edvorrion™ awnd edivor
n_j""mw _i"'.-:lr.'ﬁ-'m.l':l.lg ol @l for Taacker
Collepr Press,
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where and will argue bere thar the job
wie have been asking our public schools
to chov Jowr thee Last 1040 years is a task dhat
N longer serves any realisie purpasc,
ifit ever did. I has been and sl isa sk
that has livtke celevance towhat we now
know ahour how human beings go
about the sk of learming anything at
all. and it ha= virmeally no relevance o
what the coming ceniury will be requir-
inge of us either as a nation or, for that
maner, as members of a still-evolving
hinlogical species thar hopes (o con-
timue 1o survive and prosper

Bk ju:ﬂ W% that hpl,l:l;nik-“_unl;:r.ul;:d
h:.-ulﬂ'.iu tevrrveeed ovut b Biee 0 fraecd sl s
“rurriculum reform ™ movemaent furmed
out @ achieve only the slightest im-
provement in the schooling of children
angd young people, so wsday we are in
the grip of a similacly ill-founded and
equally misdirecred “school reform”
mowement. This time around icis nota
manned rocker launched by the Rus-
stans that iscausing us v fog the public
sthools, bur a government report that
claimed, in the hest rradition of the
Business Week cover story criticized by
Bracey, thag the public schools are fail-
ing miserably o do the job they ane
thvere to dio.

hat report was called “A Mation

I at Risk™ angd was issued by the

then US. Office of Bducation in

1983, The report was the result of the

work of a Mariomil Commission on Fxe

cellence in Education, consisting pri-

marily of college or universiny presi-

dents, wndversity professors, busingess

excoutlves, smie educarion officials—
ind one lone teacher.

The commission did not begin its
work with a discussion and explana-
tion of its methods for defining and
then recognizing “educational excel-
lence.” Mor did the commission mem-
hers spend many houes, days and weeks
immrsing themsehes in the daily row-
tines of real schools inhabited by real
students and practicing school people,
listening carefully v whar they had wo
say, living the lives they are compelled
ror live and finding cur festhand wiar
those people believe the real problems
of public education in this counory oo
b, Rather, they relied entirely on dndi-

rect, seconds and thivd-hamd sources off |

information: g seriesof 53 POPErS COem-
missioned by the Commission itsell
produced by academde research expers
i colleges amd undversitics and policy
rescarch centers; the stall's analvsis of
alveady existing academic rescarch on
“problems in educadlon;” on “pesti-
maony” gathered during special Com-
mission hearings from “administrarors,
teachers, studenes, representatives of
professional and public groups, par-
cnis, business leaders, public officials
arwl scholars”

After roughly 18 months of such stody
arwtl n-epl,rrl-wﬁl i|||:|,1 thie cormmissiom and
its staffl issued its “A Nation ar Risk™
repoct. This is the amows (or perhups
maore accurately infamons) report that
saicl the public schools were “awash in
a ticle of medioorn” and were a mani-
fest theear 1o the economic welllseing
of the nation. It outined 14 “dimen-
sions of the risk before us” that “have
bBecn amply documenued by thie testi-
mony received by the commission,”
amd they thus proceeded inadvemently
1o spell out not only their definition of
“educational excellence” but their
mathod of judging v This ourmed our oo
b almost solely a judgment made on
the basis of scores achieved by United
States and forcign students on national
amd international standardized aca-
demic achievement tests in all of the
stanclard curricular subjects, and cspe-
cially scores on tests of reading, math-
ematics and science and on the SAT and
College Board examination resuls.

The publicatsen of this report and
the widespread play that i received in
every possible form of the print and
viswal media sparked what has become
the most influental educatonal reform
movement of the 1990's, This is the
Clinten administration's much touted
“Cryoals 20007 movement for “higher,”
indeed “world class” academic stan-
dards, a “voluntary” national curricu-
T and “soluntary” national academic
sy

ey the “MNagion at Bisk” as well asin
the present) case, of course, there is a
grear deal of dheooric abour spudenis
fulfilling their individual potential and
having the necessary skdlls w beonme
productve members of society and

H,l.:u:u:| wionrkers in the gll:lh:q.l EConamy
But when we come to both the 1083
anl the new 1990°s recommendstions
for improving the schools, we get os.
sentially the Following basic proscrip.
técans: Hhan all schiools sdogpst those rigore
oues “world class” academic standards
and require thar all spedencs take four
vears of English, three vears of math-
cmatics. three years of sclence, thre
vears of social studics and one halfvear
ol computer science, dlong with other
less basic things such as a forcign Lan-
guage, fine and performing arts angd
vocaticnal education; that schools, ool-
I""l'ﬂ'“ anl umiversities acbopd msre rig-
croas and measurable standirds and
h‘l—ﬂ“l’f expeeciarions Ioe pactemic per
formance and student conduct; that
fi 0] W T ﬂll.-:g,l:'ﬂ. ancluriversities raise
thcir rl.'qllin'm:.TlL'- fowr admission: and
theat significancy more time be devoned
o academle smedies, thus reguiring
mere efecuive wse ofthe existing schoaod
dav, a longer school day, or a length-
coed school year,

. ile a few of the recommen-
dations wen: not solely con-
cerned with kving domen the

law from on high and “getting wough”
with studentz and teachers in order o
raise academic achievement and test
soores i the conventional academic
suibjects and disciplines, the main thms:
of the recommendarions is dear. The
answer to what ails che American sy
tem of public education is not more
money or 4 greater share of national
reseurces put inte the public system to
repadr Koenl s savage inedqualities, or 2
radical devolution of power diown oo
people actually working in the schools,

Mo, what both the "Natdon ar Risk”
repon and the Goals 2000 propram
have given ws s a national educition
apenvchi that is little more than an old-
fashioned, authoritarian tightening of
the control over what goes on in the
schools by the federal, stare and local
authowrities whe corvtrod the ed ucational
policies and the educational purse
strings, with the people in the schools
left essentially powerless amnd unas.
sistedd, The message bo evervone out in
the schodnds 5 simple and unambigu-
cnes; “Poll up vour socks! ook aeder,
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keep your noses 1o the grindstone, do
maore teacher and student homewark,
get better scores on thosc tests. But
don't expect much, if any, additional
funding, more and berter materials or
decent school facilities, And abowve all,
don't expect to be given more au-
Loy, more authority to oo what pow
think i best for vour students. Do,
instexd, what we say you showkd o,
Meet the ‘standards” we determine vou
should meer whether you agree with
them or noe,

Risk" ioals 2000 assessment of the

pullic schoals and the resulting
punitive @and wnecalistde educarional
agendi thar Hes beehind the Mewsweck
spory cited above and thar therefore lies
behind much of the educational cover-
age that has appearcd invietaally every
newspaper and onoevery TV station in
the nd over the past 15 years.

S0 here we have once again a classic
example of the misuse of social science
research in dhe el o echocaeion and
especially the misunderstanding and
therofore the misuse of the results of
pavchomernic standardized academic
testing by the non-cducational workd,
very much induding the national ansd
Iocal pring and visual media. Which is
mist unforunate, singe such misrepre-
sentation and misuse notonly misleads
the American public about the nature
and gualityof its public schonls bat also
H‘i\'l‘.!‘i all sowial science research an
undeservedly bad image.

While it is eroe that this misapplica-
vion of socinl science research and pey-
chomctric testing has been one of the
grear scandals of public schooling for
muany decades now, the 1) and stan-
dardized academic achievement tesis
have on many oocasions been properly
s o rescue from unjustified sduca-
tiomal oblivion children who have been
unfairly Labeled os Bilures by the edu-
caticnal system itself, OF equal impor
tance, much social science reseach—
such as the research on conitive and
human developmeni—has been in the
past and will comtinue to b absolutely
erucial 1o the creation of new and bet
ter wirys of edoecating children and
voung people. And i muost also be

Il is rhis rolly negatve “Maton a
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pointed out that it is our more respon-
sibbe social scientists and psychometri-
clans themselves who constanthy at-
tempt to educate people both o the
legitimate uses and o the limitations of
such testing.

Nar, the greatand continuing malfea-
sance here, as this offense s stackly
bacren o i the “Mation At Risk™ fasoo,
is that these psyehometric research data
are uniformly used by both the educa-
piomal and non-educationsl worlds—
and therefore most perniciously by the
navional visual and pring media and by
the chief executive afficers of our big
industrial corporations—as virmeally fhe
crtdy smetlad of defintsg and then ren-
dering fucdprment upose the gaality of
thve edicaltion affeved in this cowntry’s
fubiic sohools, The word “wvinually”
appears here because there is one other
widelyused and quite relaved cnverion:
the numibasr of high schoal graduates
accepied into fhe colleges and universi-
ties, and most especially our prsti-
gicus frouryear vy Leagoe colleges and
universities, including our beloyed
Harvard, and their public eguivalents.
This is, of course, a number thar albwd-
ously still has a great deal to doowith
student success on those standard eed
acwlemic achicvement weses and cspe-
cially the SAT s and the College Boards.

Thus whenever the gquestion of
educational “guality”—or in the
“Marion At Risk” case educarional
“exiellenoe"—is raised, we do mor fnd
oursclves alking abour the overall
growth and development of our chil-
dren and voung people as thinking,
feeling, caring human beings, as
thoughiful and responsible future citi-
zeng of a possibly more just and hu-
mane democratle soclety. Rather, we
find ourselves defining the question of
educational guality and rendering judgp-
muent sedely v terees of the mamerical
soores on those siandaraized acoelentic
achicvemend fests.

What we all eeed constantly o re
member amd understangd here, of
wourse, is that by their very design sind
purpose these peyvchometric (ess ane
arbitrary, decontexmalized, deperson-
alized sets of mathematical figures,

[ charts and graphs. Sdens and teach-

ers disappear as flesh and blood vers
Of lirves, Aned equally deceptive and mis-
kzading, of course, is the Eact that such
tesiz do nat take into conside ration the
all-too-often appalling conditions un-
der which our weachers and soodents
are expected o lunction, with this be-
ing especially true of those eachers
and students in our desperately
underfunded and decaving urban
sichiols,

This muiseese ol 1haese p.\ﬂ‘l’ll;:l['l.‘li,.‘ll.‘i.ll,'
clati, howwever, has effeces thar goowell
bevord thedr wse as the sole measure of
educational qualiey. As mmny socdal sed-
entists have pointed out, these teses
and thede eesults suffor from two fur-
ther untomunate defects.

Tht' first of these s thar the wss
imevitably reflect and reinforce
our cducatonal syvstem’s builli-
in, systemic bias against poor and mi-
nority children ofeveryoolor and stripe.
Sowial scientists who have studicd the
matier havee made it dear that the best
prediciors of sicress in conventional
schooling and high scores on the stan-
g ied reses as well e admission ingo
andl sucoess in our colleges or universi-
fics are S roce o ethnic groh, the
sewfod el eorimeneeic clorss e tve el
cantivanend fewed of owe's petrersts, And in
this sociery, despite all of the cant aboue
the creation of o mertocratic “level
plaving ficld,” of “equal educational
opportanity” for all childeen and mak-
ing sure that “every child is achicving
his or her full poteneial, ® this still means
thar those who succeed and prosper in
our American system of educition—
public and private, higher and lower—
arc the white (and now Asian), rela-
tively well-off, largely subwran, already
reasonably well-educared and largely
non-immigrant portion of the Ameri-
can papukation,

The second of these psychometric
Faalts is that, while no one dispates the
im portanice of teaching children to read
aned o oy mathenwtics, the sandand-
peem] reaclingg and math tests give s
imformation aboul only two—the v
bal and logico-mathematical—of the
eight “multiple” intelligences proposed
by Harvard psychologist Howard
Cavrdner as exasting 1o groater on lesser



I
degree in every child and young per-
som. The other six intellipences (and
ways of succeeding our in the real
worldj—the visual, musical, kinetic,
social, peersomal and naturalistic—are
completely ignored, asare the children
and voung people who muay excel in
thrse pursuits,

The unfortunate results of this aas-
e Ol standardioed wsi resulis in reacd-
ing and math as the sole means of
Jucdging the qualiny ofour pubilic schoaols
and the quality of the students in those
public schools are most dramatically
displayed in the sacred rimal staged
cach vear throughowt the nation im ev-
ery school system, every local newspa-
per, every local felevision station and
then, of course, in all of the national
F]I'iJ'II angl visal media, This ix the an-
aull compilastion and publication of
the standardized reading and math tes
seores of the childeen in each of the
mation's public schools and schonl sys-
tems, Chn the narcow basis of these wes
soeores, schools are rated, reachers and
principals are excorfated and threar-
emed with job loss if the resalts e lowr,
borih the present and futwee lives of our
childeen and young people are relent-
bessly determined and the public®s be-
licf in and suppori—or lack of sup-
pori—of its public schools are
establizhed

Very few ol newspapers, local TV
stations and even their national eoan-
terparts appear o have the in-howse
capacity, just as we did oot have the
capacity i mv alden davs, o carcfully
analyee the resulis of dhis anmual il
b fore they pass those resulis on woan
innoce nt and unsuspecting public. They
appear noi o have reportecs and edi-
pors capable of breaking those lgures
diorarn and looking behind them to find
ot what the racial, ethnic, social and
economic makeup of owry school's
stuclen |'.||::|-|:_|:¢ is and then rm:ln:_ing =g
that the raw numedcal resulis of the
wesrs are rempercd in theic ceporing
with careful explanatbons of what those
scores really mean.

L my many vears of expericnoe work-
ing with school systems all across the
country, [ have aleayvs made a podon of
avidly following the educational cover-
age of the local newspapers and TV
stations (s wellas the notional mesdiag,
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if only to maineain my ties to the world 's
second oldest profession. But | have
only rarcly secen the kind of perce prive
test score reporting and analysis the
public really needs

Let me briefly describe twoways our
newspapers and television  stations
could and should be going about the
annual ritual of the reporting of test
seores i order o better inform the
|:‘!I'|.||'|-H|:: absosut what is HI:III:!IH_ O i LEs
schools, i.e,, the kind of guestions that
thiey should be asking and the kind of
comparisans they shouwld be making
before they unleash the west resulis on
the public,

The first responsibility here s Do
insist that the reading and math scores
for each school be accompanied by a
careful breakdown ol eachschool s siu-
dent populstion on the bases of rce,
cthnic grouap and socioeconomic sty
s0 that those schools primarily educas-
ing poor and minody students ane
il rifbed amel thae paabalic is muoede aware
off the challenpges those schools are face.
img as a resuln of the difficaloes many of
their studenis are expericncing in an
inherently unfair American sockery and
an equally unfair educational world.

coondly, the scores should also
b accompanied by a mandom sam-
pling of the high and low tese
sonre schools describing firsthand rhe
conditions underwhich the schools are
operating—the state of the school .
cilities, the class siees, the provision of
eelucatonal 'Il,lpplil"'n. andd materials {in-
cluding new amly books amd o real L
brary but paper, pencils and e mos
up-to-dare compurer technologies), the
professional preparaton and experi-
ence Of the school soalff, the amoung of
mizney per pupdl gpent in each school,
whether the school has adequate facili-
ties and teachers providing good expe-
riences not only in the sciences but in
all el thve visual aned Fu:rfrnmingaﬂa el
I'l!:lj.aiil.ill|'|-|1|‘|!n,:.]|:|:'|1.'|.'ht-t|mrI|1E sl
is adequarely supplied with socizl wmd
erucational support services forall chil.
dren and voung people experiencing
real socml and ecomomic difficalnes
(again with wrbansuburban compari-
ALY
The: scores should also then be mini-
mally prefaced by a coreful discussion

of the inherent limdtations and pafalls
of all such psvchometrie testing, sothat
the public has ar the very least been
supplicd sdth all of the nformation
necessary o inerpret the scores in a
minimally honest and sccurate Bshion,

[ do not mean in any way o imply
hemg—as | pointed oul earlier—ihat
the local and national media shoukd
thus uirnl_1|'|.' hecome unre et ive SLI-
proriers ol whar is Bl::lir'l.ﬂ_ cHl o
American system of public educaion,
There are a grear many things werong
with the public schools, and these need
o be widely reported and discussed,
Howreve r—and very much in addition
o thee accurare and falr reporage of iest
resules—what the beleaguered people
in our public schools need from their
Iocal and naticnal mesdliz is, first, tha
help of people who understand what
real life is like inourdespoernte by under-
funded and often very dangerous pub-
lic schoals. They then need the help of
people who are able o respect the
wisclom those school people as work.
ing sriffs have derived from their cvery-
day experience in those schools, They
then need people who are able to ne-
aprect the ideas they as practicing teach-
e have alout imparoving public sctweod-
ing, people who will repomnt on amd
cven help them develop and imple-
ment the good and ineresting ldeas
thiz school people have abour hosw bet-
ter to conduet the enterprise of teach-
:Lﬂﬂ sl Iq.-;:ming under the difficult
conditions of real life in those schools,

Which also means thar what the
pl,'npll,' in the schools need is boear-
pounders who oot only undersiand
what all of the psychomersic est resules
can legitmarely say about the qualioy of
ecducaton in those schiools, bur who
also can then communicate what they
sec, feel and know so that the great
American public can judge for itself
whether their public schools are doing
what they should be doing and serving
thie nztiom well

I we all—school people, local and
national policymakers and everyone in
thic: print and visual media—cannoat
manage this level of honest concern
and carclful amenton, then both the
public schools of this country and the

| mipthen irself truly are ar risk. &

Mieman Reports | Winner 1997 &1



Technology

Back From the Future

By Towm Recan

pending an hour talking o fon Bace, who weites

“Media Rant™ for HotWired, the Wieb sice run by Wired

Magaziee, is like spending an hoor with somecne soho
has beeen o the fumure and somehow found his way back
What bell el you wall amaee, invigorase and terrify vou all
it the same dime—especially if vou happen o work in the
miedhin business, particularly newspapers, It's not that Kate is
i futurist, Nor is he o Cassandra. It's just that there is no one
writing today who canso surgically pinpoint the problems of
media in the lare 20th Century and what they most do in
orcler bodh o survive aid be relevant,

A couple of years ago Kacz threw the newspapér business
i a iy with his coluann, “Online or Mo, Newspapers Sl
Suck.” More recently, two columns on the same subject have
become the focal point for discusslon among newspaper
trp=s, particularty those of us who toil in the on-line worcld.
Basically, Kate accuses newspapers of being "ugly, irrelevant,
passive, dull, ard pompous,” and “the least compsetitive and
appetizing offering in the information spectraom.” Kate be-
lieves newspapers should stop messing around on line and
take the money o fix the real problems thar plague papers.

Why woald someons who was 50 “on lne” himselfbe 5o
oppesed [0 newspapers moving in that direction? 1 called
him and asked,

The biggest problem that nesspapers have when it comes
to the on-line workd &5, 0 put words in Katz's mouth, they
atill chosn 't et i

“Papers have w think about whether they need o go
digital and why,” says Karz. “Just pepucposing obd congent
doesn 't work. They don't make newspapees betler, or more
creative o more uschul. All these papers spending hillions of
dodlars on Wil sites would be berrer off i they hived more
reporters and did better reponting.”

An an=fine edition, Kate says, should add o dimension for
reqders thas doesn’t detract from the original pring product.
That dimension is interactiviry, And the reason that newspa-
peers shy away from interactivity is because it not only alters
the relationship between the vendors of news and (he
consumer, it also alters the balance of power, taking from the
vendor and giving more o the consumer,

Eatx knows of what he speaks. His column is instanty
avallable o millions arownd the world. Since Kare includes
his B-mvadl sddress and invites pecjple o seeite him back, he
is constantly bombarded with replies. On average, he fe-
cemes S0- 100 messages a day, most of which he answers.
Whien he writes a more contriversial plece, thar can vockel
iy SN,

Bt here's his secret. e doesn’t consider answering E-
mail as something separate. It s an essential pan of his
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colimn. "Sometintes | say it's ke betng ded v the back of a
ruck dand dragged through downrown Manhatian, ™ be jokes,
"Bt wheat it really does is make vou think abour every single
thing you write, Tt stretches vou as 3 wrier "

Katz also motes thar since a codumn can live in cyberspace
fiar yesirs, yom sre mever able to just “leave it behind, ™ When
e wrote columns for Bolling Stone and New York magnzine,
the feeling always was that the column was done once it was
in print. Bot on line, 3 column is abways a “new beginning,”
simoe it can work s way around the Intermet, from chat
proaps to forums o B-mail postings, cic

And what thar does, Karz cavs, is ehange the relationship
berween the journalist and the consumer,

“That & why papers fear interactivity. In's the didea of
disagreement. It takes povwer away from the writer and gives
it to the reader, When I write my eolumns, {t's not ke U'm
writing hor The Mew York Times, where every plece s sccn as
the revealed word. P'm continually exposed as a fuesy thinker,
s soamveone whio can be wrong, 1'm constanily changing my
mvinal, el learning more about echar 1 write, based on the
interactions have with my resders. S00°'m less powerful than
a rraditional columnist, but =till more powerful than most
writers, But the differenee is that my resders are moee
powerful than those who read more fraditional columns”

As for me, | don’t think it's a misteke or papers 1w
repurpese content on ®eb sites and use thar contens to find
W WAYS 10 reacl mew p-l,-uple. Pﬁ'lli’]l!;! sl w1 regl
mews, even on line, and theee's plenty of sgadstical material
tovback that up. Bur Kaez is absolutely right aboutinteracriviry
and its central robe th 4 newspaper’s Web site, Or inoa
newspaper, period. [nteractivity 15 the “magic bullet” tha
papers have becn searching for since clircubition began o
drop in the 60's,

Becamse the real truth of jourmalism is thar for all we say
wee're interested inwhat the averages Joe and Jane think, se're
really more interested in whag we think ourselves—since we
think we re abways cight. And we prefer thas cur readers agree
with us, rather than engage us, The an-lineworld presentsus
with the opportunity W change that dynamic, if we're smart
encugh and bave cnough o doic, B

Tien .E'rigﬂ‘n o .'E'H‘M'.rr.':ing (vafinee Falrvar, The Chricrian Science
Mowitar's Eleceronee Eedittore. fw) 01 F-450-7023, ) 6 17-450-7323
Fegan 5 Tnterier sfte, beppioeese. comunitar.com, reveived Honorails
Mergivn fn Edivar o Pubdlirers Ben Onfine New spaper Servaee
Assstrely iwas ohosen ac ewe s v Besr Eree Fn Thimgs on the Wb by
PC Warld, and affeved vhe Top bveractioe Crovmend Puzels on bhe
Wb Virboo! Snsernet [ife Mapenie,
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One David, Two Goliaths

The Struggle for ndependent Media in Burundy

By Bryan RicH

£ € Pontirust them. They are killers, | offive Bursndian journalises, from both

limes angd completely mod ™

Its been three PGS SN0CE 5 h']'h::,'ia.ﬂ'
Undted MNatons Heprescatative oon-
l'-t!r‘:.‘il that adwvice o me in Boacoondi,
Ewanda’s lesser known southern neigh-
baxr. It was masing, | supposed, as a
cautionary word against nadve hopes
o wiorking: for the fiese time in one of
thie workd s most violendly divided soui-
chies

An estimated 200000 people have
e il bl e Borunadl sioce 1992 odhen
extremmisl e lements of the Tutsi military
killed Melchior Ndadaye, 5 Hutu and
the first demoeratically elected presi-
dent. Mass killing of Tutsi by Hutos
folloveved, amd the countey immasdiately
sphit imo tero deeply dividesd ethoic-
proipical Bloes. Hutu versas Tuisi. The
media nor only reflected this divdsion
bug also actively promoted i, Thie me-
dia in Africa were already haumied by
thie robe thiat Bagio Milkes Collines played
in the Bwandan genocide as Westerne-
erlucated Managing Dircowor Fecdimamd
Mahimana broadcass programaming call-
ing for the extermination of Tutsks and
mcscherate Hutus in 159494,

In 1995 Burundd Heoo and  Togsi
mcdia continued in this parh under the
Banner of “fres speech”™ o rival each
other over calls to kill, or in packaging
and advancing their mutually macabre
fdcologies. A Hutu radio om Zaire
broadeast a sweady stream of propas
gandla calling on the population o joan
an armed struggle againss the govermn-
ot The media generated ol ter-
mor ard distrusty basced on hisgosical
fears

In this context Sudho lambo was
established in May 1995 by 4 Washing-
rorn-tsed nonprofit erganiztion callcd
Search for Common Ground, with a
grant from the Eoited States Agency for
International Development, e fors
cigner, mysclf and a commirted groop

ethinie growps, set up Studio ljambo as
an alternative bor repaerders interesied
mn Il'}'i:l1;|.', L3 |h|‘ili;u. the vilues 1:IFH¢I:I'IH!
journalism inm play. The premise of
the project wixs that bocal journalists
could make a significant conteibugion
fo pening and maintaiming avenues af
public discourse.

Bearch For Common Giowudd, win-
chersrancling the constralnes of the cul-
ture, provided specialized training oo
thie local srafll, Thix training combined
thie basic teraets of poscsd reporting with
acldiviomal echnigues in negotiation
il consensus hul.l-;ljm_.-l_ These tech-
rdcques offered a way for joumalists o
crplore different wiys of asking ques-
ticens in an effore o ger past xed pos-

v

‘oF
‘ Y
&

| twres and w avodd inadvertently rein-
| Borcing negative stereobvpes
1

The challenges inachieving this goal
were e |.1|'_|. powtecl i the cultwee af the:
conflice isell. Burundi has 3 populi-
tonof approsimeaely &, 000, 00 peopsls
distmibuted, as in Bwanda, in densely
crovvded agrarian hillside comman-
tes, Crvercrowding. ripgid fumily losalty
anid regional and ethnic ldenifcation
mean that journalists must counter in-
credible pressure m amain even the
sl Drasic I:IL"I.':_I'I.-'I;' 0l r:lhit‘-:,'l:'il'll_‘!-‘_ In
Burundi, being 'in-'_h.—;:u.-n:_lem'" is
cajuated with Peepeaval, and theretor:
the notion of imdlependence iself is
allen and dangerous

Souclior [amdbeo evolved dasainst abick-
drop of worsening securcity amd  in-

o

tryan Rich dor the figmate covmed waddan wish sewnd engineer Aliny Ruzindzwg. Rich bay bees
Semrwr farernaciora! Producer for Search Bor Commen Cround twee P2 A cneeeme MNicmirn
Fellna, S duer womrded i Kursia, Diberda, Bosmia and Maesdonae and v Just returaed from

o el x Bl peerer i Sraruads
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creased viokenoe, Whike | was recmuiting
and training journalists in May and June
of 1995, the echmic cleansing of
Hajumm baara, thae capdtal, poshed S8 0040
people into exile in Zaire and left hun-
drcds dead. The slide into anarchy
seemed o oreare a oruclal poine of
commanalicy for the Hutu and Tuesi
poarmalists v had recraited and secmed
oo be an imporcent motivacing facior in
their desive to want to join [orees as
professiomnals.

The Stuclicr Fjaumbas reparters began
W u'l:n:i.un myltiethmic teams fo assare
eriedilsliry. The
Halkanearion of Bujumbars had made

Balance and

reporting physically impossible for a
sugle journalist feom cither side. Tunsds
fewred oo theie Hves i Huo nedghbos-
hsceds, and Hutus were |.'|.|u‘.||]:r' LEErl-
fied in Tuesi neighborhoods, By work-
ing topether, reporrers were able o
provvicle the balance and acoucscy that
would come to define our program-
ming

In August of 1995 we convinoed The
Mational Radior of Burunds [RITNIE) 10
provide tao 4%minuie air slots per
week The dprerTment wis (e ol am
attenjai by the siate media o ||||i'|l
criticism that i a=ms o -r:|'g.' himged and
1o showe thar it was open o collabaora-
s with ouside producers. Under the
terms, KI™NB could refuse 1o broadcast
a program bt was not allowed w re-
cdit programs that had been submii-
el All programs would be signed weith
“Siudio [famba” credit

In Fl;l;:thi:».hlnp ithe editorial pl:.ln:_'g.-'
tor the studio, | put floreard the notion
of a “public media™ as 2 model where
the primary source of information
wild b the population, All program
popies should cmerge our of the needs
af the commuanities, both Huns and
Tusi, and not the political necds of the
ruling élite or the military. In essence
this was an inversion of the model thar
had existed in Burundi since indepen-
dence, More importantly, getting these
programs aired on the stabe medin was
an important achievement, A small mi-
narity of journalists from the national
raciicy imcldcates] edaat oaur |:|-|.'|'-j|.q|-.|.|11:||.in_1.:
had pushed the edivorial line emough
sov thar they could wy o peovide more
halanced programs.
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Sowrrmaline Alels Sinelwbisfe, Apmer Ninaorera, e Amaed Natwipe on whe sonnd sewaro

Orar moeal was o position the stedio
as 4 meurral and independent voice and
2 he inclusive of all sides. Journalises
halneed recorded testimionies from
communitics with roundtable discus-
s that inelhaded F'.u_:-l:i.._jmu.h:g':'x andd
key political plavers. The roundtables
were highly structured to inclode at
least thres positions anod were moder-
ated by rwa Tfambo reporters. This
meant bong hours of editing b as.
sured that there was enough material
from all sides 1o produce inclusive and
original radio, As such, cach program
scrved as a kind ofintersection of views,
reactions and kdeas. This imclusive
method of production inevitably chal-
lenged prevailing nodons and swereo-
e

The Burumdian pournalists realized
that despite the positive start in our
coflaboration with the national radio
there would be limitations. risks ancd
complications down the line, Chher
jomarmwalises ar the nanional sedio soughi
o undermine the collaborcation, accus-
ing us of working for the rebsel radio or
somehow berraving the natomal inter-
st by including op positon viewpoins
within the context of our programming

In Movember 199%, afer five months
and with roughly 20 45-minute beamre
[riELrANES brhimcd us, Studio ljambo was
apeproachedd by a Swiss nonprafin orga-

nization. Foundation Hircndelle had
established Radio Agarashya in Zaire in
T84 i was created ax 2 COm e e ot
EIMETHEnCy irufrermcatiomn hlr.alem-'ﬁjrihe-
mtsdive influs of refugees 1o Laire ftom
Bwanda fdlowdng the pemocide. 10 was
the major souroe of news for refugees,
HMicymakers, |:|i|iur}'4n-:! members o
the international community, 11 owas
broadeast on FM theoughour the pe-
i

Radio Agarashya was one of the few
common denominators in a Ll LR of
insecurity, violence and instability, and
it grave Stucio lHambo an additions] and
crucial outlet lor our programming naot
just to Baramcli bt to the wider region
It alsos meant that if the nagional radio
|'¢'|-||'|-|.1| lJI'I:l’.I;I'IIIIIrliIZIH L = IL'.HI an alter-
native means for broadeasiing it, thus
diminishing our reliance on the state
media and making the smdio more
viable as an independent woice,

By Christmas 199% we had a seeady
stream of programming on both The
MNational Radio of Burundi and Radio
Agratashiva, with an esttmated combined
rFHiq RF]: Ii:-.lrm'nH:l||1|ir.11i_'t-.|:h| O erwild lacany
to B omsillion ;:ll._'q,:-[:lh: Bl "|1-l:.'-l-1il-."-|1'l-'il-
provided a YVHE radio mmnsceiver as
wiell sis medio handsers and mobdle unies
tes s i Burendi, These were SCCuUrity
measures thar assuecd our albiliny o
bep repocting in the event of @ o in



the tebephone Hoes (which we
experienced during the July 1990
coup d'gtat) or a complete broak-
down in security, which seemed
mone than possible

A result of the additional pro-
duction demands by Ridio Agatashya
i JanLEiry 199w L:x;mml.ﬂl LT
local Burundian siaff o more than
20, with 10 full-thme journalises, and
additional suppory s1alf of 13
Burmndians—iechnicians, translas
tors aovd dirivers. This expansion co-
incided with increased violence. The
journalists were pushing me for
more expanded cditorkal policies
that weould include direct coverage
of political leadership as well as ag-
gressive reporting on the war

The expanded focus on hard news
as A conseguence  of
radicalization of violence and 3 =&
rles of political assassinations ofimod-
erates. We dedicared o rotating team
of journalists to news reporting angd
rotated the others on the featan:
and public affairs programming
wis presumed char by eotating vaices
and sryles chan lowoubd somelhow lessen
the likedibwsoad rhar any ang inclivichual
be targered or threatened.

We worked haed w develop tech
nigues of verifnne infoemaron in a
culture of sccrecy. "We woubd cover
areas in two teams simuliancously go-
ing to hospitals, markers, neighboring
coammunities, We compared times of
punshots, when people passed, bhow
many, I there were wounded, where
wire they? IF there were dead, where
were the bodies? We built contacts
weitlidm the |1'|:i]i!u.r:.'_ anl we rl-l_'u_'ln;:lpl.:r_l
COMLEACTS .'.1|'|I|.'|l|[.|_|!]'|r: civilizn & |||'.-'|||:q|:'ir:|n
%o thar stockes could be corroborated
wiith sufflcient aceurcy.

Studio [jJambo was soinm breaking
stories over the telephone line wo Hadio
Agratashiva in Zaire 250 mudles aoway while
the Burundian Mational Radio either
didn’t have the Informaton or was -
img tessit o ountilthey could puea spin
i Armazingly, jourmalises from widhin
the state media started to provide us
with information that they themscelves
couldn’t use but knew we would be
able w corroborate and send o Badio
Apgatashya as part of our daily news
packape.

e

DREIGHN CUORBRESPOMNDENCE

Uganika

Tarane

Thir maugp shows e origin fseening audience of
Rarfia Agaswihya, The toral recoh fir Studie fjambo
Pregramming when cowrbined wirk BEC, VIO,
Soush African Radio ar well as Sarrndian nastonad
radin covercel most of the region kil pabdic affieins
pragramms, featrerer and wews ropor.

As amywhere, providing infoomatbon
faster and in more depth translated
it credibilicy and respece by listeners,
Spadio lambo journalises traveled
throughour the counury, and by exten-
sive incerviewing of local officials and
community leaders we bull important
relationships and sources. W made
clear the distinction berwern “on the
recond” and “off the record™ and wsed
inbormarion carciully knowing it could
b traced back fo our sources. We were
sctuzlly introduging a mesthodology for
independent repocting o Burundd dur-
ing a war, which had never becn oried
even in times of peace.

Liscal officials and administrators
|"||:'l|‘:l-|.'.|.'||:|.1. thiar woe il mow m;nipulillf
or distort their views. We realized 1hsi
there were nuances within communi-
ties, the milury leadesship and even
the political leadership that had been
obscurcd by the lack of gocd reporting
Furthermore, the more the jourmalises
worked and interacted with the differ-
ent secrors nvisibly muldethnic reams,
the more viahbe good fac-based reporr-
ing became,

The added exposure provided
credlibility but also a high visibdliny
thatmeant increased risktothe seaff,
W consciously played down our
ride i order to avoid being per-
ceived as a kind of opposition voice
per oz or both prevailing extremees,
e used Tulsis o FEpart on ihe
activities of the primarily Tutsi ammy
and used Hunes w report on the
attacks by the Hueu rebels, This gave
the reports eredibility and authen-
picity since people koew the joaomal-
i=ts by their voices.

The only protection we had was
o be balanced and persispent and o
work wirh studied teansparency. We
el phone lines presuming they
were bugged: we called the military
with any information we planned m
wse in order o give them the fiest
apticn ol respond ing, We constantly
called the presideny asking for more
it formation. This was a progrim of
open engagement of the society in
all s dimensions.

Routinely we changed plans in
mublalrif we E;]I:H:H'I}rlh'illl.;,wu::wn:ng
and became sclociively superstitiogs,
SOMTIC IS ﬂ'ﬁ".ii.ning frovm certain re-
poris or programs. In March of 1986,
whicn l'.l:‘.‘El.'|."1:|.|.1.‘|'_|‘: beehimed an Enternaticonal
Red Cross convor, we turned back be-
case one of the Tursi jourmalists saw ai
A checkpoing a military inveligence of.
ficer whom he had seen a month carlier
in anather pant of the couniry. 1nwasn'n
so unusual but we still muened back,

By the time we reached the capltal
wi learmed that the convoy had been
attacked and three ICRC delegates had
been killed, Others suggested thar we
were the intende targets, though the
ICRE delegare in Burundi ruled this
ot The Burundinng themselves had
Loz apgo acoe pred this danger as i nece
casary conditbon of therr work. | wasnt
SHPC, "h'l::ﬂ'ld.l".‘l"l:l“_ wehat the value of the
stony wias wnder these conditions.

The sipvarion in Burdndi comtinued
ton el grave, and isevmied that rebels
were paining ground. Some officers
bezan to openly gquestien the possilil-
ity ol avictory, cocatlng cleavages within
the: military, Thus gathering informa-
tion and testimony became easier.
Pesple at all levels had given up hope.

Mieman Heports / Wiincer 1997 G5



Ambaishass along the roacl becime nor
mal with one or teo a day on main
rivacds juest outside Bujembuc, We con-
il o vl b bullesprood vess
given by the United Nagons becune
stanckard precaution when raveling.

I Judy 1994 incermirionsd journal-
ista from MNarobi and South Africa be-
gan o arsve in numbers after a large
massacre of Tursi civilians in
Bugendama. The invernatkonal core-
spondents worked closcly with lambao
reporiers, Freviously foreign reporiers
had written off local journalistz as ama-
feurs fo be wsed only g trnskaiors or
drivers, Thres days later the military
took power in 3 bloodless coup d'érat,
i.rL\.L:]l'rnﬂ Muinl e Pierre Hl.ry::-:m Amal CLran-
sitional” president.

th;ll"l.l.‘:.' afteraards, Radio .'l]l.:.'lliﬂh!,-‘-l
went off the alr as Laurant Kahila
marched north through Easvern Faire
oy Kinshasa, The rransmiiers were de-
sproved by the local Zatrian, Bornmdian
and Bwandan staff wo insure they were
not used by the Banyomalenge rebels.
Suddenly, as quickhy as our voice had
come it was gone, and we hid lost our
main outlet to the egion. The press
corps went to Zuire to cover the war,
Studio lambo was left to make it way
wndler @ rn:i|'il:r:r' :I'I!'Hill'lllf thai m:gi:ll i
“restode order.” An interaationally en.
forced embargo made gasoling imimne.
dlistely searce, There was no eledricity,
We reduced owe stall on a rotating ba-
S5,

Giradually we started providing re-
proting to the BEC in London, Dewasche
Welle ln Ceermany, the Viokee of America,
South African Badio began relving on
e repaorting forcomerage of Burandi—
wsnally in two bunguages (Kirondi and
French) and sometimies throee Linguages
per day, Much of this reporting was
b rachozest Brec k imto the region onmuch-
listened-to shom wave in the national
lnguages as well ag in French, It was
combinations of straight reports or
mimed meows mckages. We continued
with our collaboraton ar the natiomal
racio which wais a major poine of Legi-
macy for our effons in the eves of the
e regime

In Movember Y90 Soudio lamibo
journalisis began regularly filimg daily
dispatches to wire services such as AFP,
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A Hutu and a Tutsi Speak Up

By ALENIS SINDUHIE

I talked with twvor Studio Ipmbo jourmneals
iats wlaoun tier feelings.

“1 fieeed ashamed o belong oo thi samse
cthnic group as those responsible bor this
massaere ol innooent people.” Adrien, a
Hutw, sad whien he pererned from repodst-
it 8 Tesza, whiere Hum rebels had killed
abor SO0 Tudsis, mostly women and
children

Wi hael been gathering wsidmonics Erom
witnesses of killings of Hum cwvilians by
the army, corried oot im revenge for rebel
killings of Tussis. Conimg back 1o
Bujumbira we passed through Karuz,
where the army was involved in serous
clashes with the rebidls. As it was g Huta
e, | belt afraid. Adricn old me mot 1o
weorry, foking wiyvly that before they killed
et thew womild kill hime § chresw che same
jrake backe ai bum s wee passed throaeggh @
Tutsi wome, Docasld only achnine Adrien,
mew o jourmalism, for lis courape,
SICETITY amdd eommitmeng

Abadoul, Boes o Muslim, wsed o b a
paidd progagandis foe UPRONA (he
predominamly Tutsi polisical pary tha
has held poower since independence.
Althommeh his mather is Huo, Abdoasl

coamsichers imsell Tuisd aovd bedanae a
fervent BeHever in Tulsi mfealogy, treating
all Fumus as “penocidaines.” “Huos ane
bad,” he usied to say, =1 doen't trust them,
they 're killems.”

Yer e had never wittessed any killing
hirmsell ancd seemed o e pna.nm:rnl'
his party's propaganda. Ome day he went
with i gprowp of joumalists w oover a
stoey in e “Cluartier Asdatigue® i the
capital. some Tutd youths had grabbed
o Hutus, acoang them of being
mcmbsers of the rebel army, and
“necklaced ™ them—par burning rires
arrmingd thelr necks. "' oonfess char i ook
mi i long time o change my reactions as
a progagandist. But after working along:
s journalists from different cthnie
groups and being fwrced o cover soories,
I lermed thckt there werne many things that
had been hidden from me by iy Tatsd
Brrothers,” W

Aleaian Snedvabife. @ Tres, w0 Shorenstem
Fetlarer ad e K':.':m'm:'r Scitwwel aff Crovera-
arend il Harvard Lniecriniy. Theie mter-
IFIS. BAFTT T rfr Weis resernly phere.

Beuters and The associated Press, This
WHLS AN il'rl.r_l-{“ll'l'l:ll'lt shift since the s
ence of 2 credible team of local jourmial.
ists in Burundi made the intermational
COMETARE il the condlict mare consis
tenal anml more accurate. Subscribers 1o
WAFD SEFVICE PEOFLS wers gefling a
steady steeam of imformation on
Buirundi cven if it dida't abssays appear
in major newspapers, Nelson Mandela,
in refusing o advocare the lfing of
sanctions on Burndl, cieed “recent
news reports of atrocites” as a pringi-
pal regson, Thess reports come frorm
Studio ljambo

Studio ljambo continues 1o operate,
prowiding wire service reports, public
affairs programming tothe notional re
clicy s well s news programming 1o
international redios. Inothe 24 months
of production prioe (o my leaving in
Jure 1997 Studic lambso had prosducecd
an estimated 2,50 feature programs.

news reports and wire service repors
including the coverage of over 40 mas-
swres involving the mational army or
nltut'!-:nhy arvreescl Il.'.':'ﬂ:'ll-.. ':I"I:'lt'."ﬂ;' 11"|'|-| Wi
ANE Nwe thein (TEL TR I?ct:lux:.‘ |']|r::|.' exisl
a8 the sole documentation of histog-
cal events, many of which seould have
been convenientl displaced by polit-
cal imrepests,

Fn el ehins seocy | lave obwdowsly
reduced the complesdny of our work
oy it hasic elements in hopes of illus-
trating how cur methods of reponting
evalved in g context such as Burundi,
I haven't really portraved the encrgy
and courage of the Burundian jour-
nadiss whas at CYETY PNt were fewrwil
w challenge themselves as journal
izts, strewching o redefine the con.
cept of themsebaas in rekition o the
often tragic storics they had to tell, |



By Jim Meek

was moning like o Hobsicin in the

lobby of a Toronto hotel in 1984

when it strick me that theee had o
be o bestter way o cover a polivcal
campaign in my home and mative land.
Actuadly, w reporters idlowing Prime
."f1i.r|ia;!t-.r-i11-1.l.l:|i1il:|g Rrian HI_I.IFI::II'li_"':r
struck fust the right mote with our barn-
vard chorws of cow sounds,

Forget pack jourmlism, thiswis hend
Fournalsm.

Penned in thae: ciompaign plane with
Mulroney amd his royval cntourage,
Canada’s nadlonal pross corps was lefi
sedth Muele chodos bur to follome the king
o1 his caretully sonipied coromateen,

In every town from S5t John's o
Tatina, Mulroney, who won mwo elec-
ticans for the Conscrvarives belone seep-
ping asiche in 1993, gave a sct specch
referring fo Cammda as 3 “nation of
sartall tewms andd bag clreams.”

The mumbled response from the
medlia tablé—rthat Canada was really a
“maticn of small fries and Big Macs"—
wedts an cleleseent exercise injournalis-
e mmpotence, A the cod of the o
padgn, | suggested o my editor ae The
Chronicle-Herald in Halifax thar we
abambon the campaign planes 0 the
next clecuon in fBvor of issue repor-
ing. Less expensive, Largucd, and moee
fillimg. { This was neither an herodc nor
an original idea; most reponers who
covered the B4 campaign fele the
Mulbroney team po the best of us,)

The Chroniche-Herald, .]Irmg with &
few other small publications, did scale
hack coverage of the leaders in 1988
Add in the lase decade, severl lirger
newspaper and TV networks  have
stacted w pull their jourmalisis off the
campaign plancs and por them in the
streers. Inchis vear's election campaign,
even Canada’s natonal wire service and
some of the naton’s bigger newspa-
paers followed suit.

Teory Wills, the Chtawa burean chicl
fow The Momreal Gazete, sakd the
Sputham newspaper chain bought a
ni11|_..|,1|.-' secal o the cam [raigm pl;l nes this

FOREIGH CORRESPONDENCE

Taking It to the Streets

vear. Reporters [iled o abour 20
Sputham clicnr papers, most of them
o by the chabn, (Traditionally, both
The Gaxere and The Ouwawa Citiaen
had seaffed the leaders” planes in -
tioral elecrioms, )

“southam teok one seat on the
plones and rolled reparters throogh ™
Wills said inan interview, "The file went
it all the papers in the chain. There is
s guastion whether sticking on the
plames is the best way o cover an elec-
pion. You get sort of managed.
divorced from realicy up there, ™

The Gazette, he said, diverted its
coverage this year to ridings in Quebcc.
Wills called this a “heter wse of e
somroes.”

Crerry Armold, The Canadian Press
Burezn Chief in Ortians, savs the deci-
K.II:II'I.II!ll:,|I,'."|'II|I:1:|-' Inis bee=si PEpe TS O thie
prodamcd saved money and resulted in
better coverage of the ssucs in the
wisths leading up to the June 2 vouc,

“Frankly, 1 think vou can make betrer
use of political reporers if you don’t
erap themm inoa steel fube for 18 hours a
chav,” Arnold said in oan intendiew,
frecd v our specialises to look at issues
like social spending and gun control—
issues thart really marrered fa
Canaduins, .1 don'n liive a Gl Rguore,
but our savings feom covering the cam-
palgn this way were casily in six fig-
ures. "

CP had to take 1 scrious ook an its
spemling in the campaign after barely
surviving a financial crisis in 1996

Staffing campaign plancs = an ox-
pensive proposition in Canada, A sea
onoa lesders jl:"l ]1]:||:|:' rosis ks
F15. 000 (Canadian), and the
Balkanizarion of Canacdian politis s
uprpred the anee,

A decade apgo, Canadiams woted for
wiie af three raditional pamies: the
cenirist Liberal parry, which has formed
the government since 1993 under Prime
Minister Jean Chretlen; the righe-of-
center Conservatives, the ruling pary
between 1984 and 1995 and the lef-

leaning Mew Democvatic Pary,

Im this decade, howeever, two new
parties have emerged as major forces in
Parliamient: the separatiss Bloc Qucke-
coiis, which fermed the officil Opposi-
tiwm i 1993 anad the Western-hased,
riﬁ"ll-wi:l'lﬂ: Hafwrm Party, which Timishe
second o Chretieon s Liberals this vear,

Amaolkd put a reporter on the prime
minister's plane for the entire cams
paign. “We ook a log of heat for this
fromm the other parties,” he said, “Huo
we e 1o be with Chretien in case a big
imternatonal story broke, IF Prinoess 1
or Mather Teresa had dicd during the
campaign, the world wouldn't have
been waiting for what |Retorm parcy
leader| Preston Manning had to sav,”

CFodenies that it “risked anything” by
n-iilsmi.l_tl::l.-.t:l.ﬂ':lll pl:lm;'x W crmvesresd]
CUETY evenl on thae “nlund_' Armcalal
saecl, ‘I,].'|-|I"IE|; [RTTA ol &[T EHAT] Tﬂ'_li]-!‘l:!.‘-:l’b.-'

Jimi Travers, the Bxecutive Managing
Edlitor of The Torono Soar, called CFs
decision o stafl only the prime
minister’s plarwe “umfaic” o the other
leaders. Travers said in n inervies
thar Canadas biggest rewspaper will
push CF oo provicle e mmingg-toe-end
coverage on the leaders” pluncs in the
next clection, (The Star's cleeulation

_|'.'.w:| Merk alvemarert o saitorial |r-'n.|'n'_lﬂ;.l.r
Dhe Halvlie Chreniele-Herald, de & Nisivan
Feltour arr the clan of [ PUE. Meek warn dhe
Mataopt! fonrmliom Award oe [P08. He ban
a Mieriers n'::ﬁrrc £ .f"-.?;'.l'r.l'-"-' ltidratare frn'rn'
Fried l:-'lrll'l-Tl.ll.J.:I-. 97T Fe dv married o
Manveen Meek and ar roe children,
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FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE

ranges from 475 000 on weekdays oo | effont 1o downplay leadership poliics

TS, 000 om Saourdays )

S Ny o CF, this = the ideal thing
foar vomd b gla”

The Star staffed all the planes in the
97 campaign, but might not do =0
again i it can get what Travers called
"|::-|.l|1:dn.1.-|.-nl:l:r' hiﬂh :iu.a]il}' Teedds™ from
CF i the el ebection. Wit we want
to do s provide more vilue w our
CUSIOMETS than our competitoes. Spend-
irvg E150,000 v travel all across the
contry 10 fixed events doesa ' tdo tha .

Laver in the interview, Travers sald i
ool “ar lease £ 150,000 v spaff all fve
campabzns, o s mon the cost, ivs the
witlue you et out of it [In the next
ciampaign] we will take our money and
decide when o be on the planes. and
wie'll deviste more time 10 Erassnoots
coverage and issoes. . You don't have
wosLr b pfnp—h-' lew kel g dH A pEar.Le
ciptive to the political parties,”

The Globe and Mail, the only Cana
dian paper distributed nationally, ago-
nizes during every campaign abou
Swbvethie e we meed o be on the buses,™
said Hugh Winsor, until recently The
Globe's National Political Editoe. (This
fall, Winsor went “back 0" column
WriLmge. b

In the end, “The Globe decided we
had o be on the [leadership] cam-
paigns because we are The Globe—he
naticnal newspapser. In oo, wedropped
o thes NP and it was g misgsike, We
missed the fact that they sere coming
an.” (The MDF made an historic break-
through in Atlantic Canada this vear,
taking eight seats in a region where it
hiad never hebid more than ewo,)

Winsor said The Globe recognized
the limitations of leasdership coverage.
“The reporier knows all the jokes. You
hear the same arguments and the samc
accusations cvery day. We rooognies
that who sadd what and where on the
trall quickly loses s currency. Bur we
could noe afford noo to be chere.”

The solution, “sometwres frusert-
ing,” for repecers: The Globe often
packaged a single story from five re-
poats from leadership campaigns. In
addition, it publishied comprehensive
stories on several issoes

Like CP, Canada’s five major televi-
sion networks hwnehed g comoerted
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inthe 97 campaign. For the ficst time in
hh.'lnr:r, Cancigla’s nestworks rl-|14:_1h-1;_l re=-
sources and personnel on the am.-
paign jets. Each network placed one
crew (Pwo camer operators, one audio
technician, one editor and one pro-
:!ur.'vl:'r] o il n.inﬁi:' L'..ullp:l.[grl.

“I 2 nerwork seanted o plice 4 ve-
POFCE On any compaign, be worked
with the crew assigned o i, " said Chris-
topher Waddell, CBC-TVs huseaw chiel
i Chrawa.

Waddell sabd the decision oo puat a
COEW 00 one campaign per instead of
fiwee, saved the memwork $300,000 in
pavments o the politcal pames.

“That's a Lot af money to give politi-
cal partics to run their campaigns,”
Waddell said in an interview. "Our cov-
erage was not captive to what the lead-
TR W ::’.'Jrl!l_. Mioar l:ll"ll’-' that, bt we
had o actually think of what we put on
the Broadesse each night, When you
have a reporter and a crew on every
plane, that tends 1o dictate what vou
ot am the we

The CHC diverted i resouroes from
the leaders’ campaigns 1o coverage of
tvwmn hall meerings and compeehen-
SlVE BRUes Peporiing.

It also maowved away feam the “cight-
second sound ble” by staging dably 15-
mibnte mews confercnces every daywith
a Member of Pardiment from each of
the= five: pamies. These events, broad-
cast on CBC™s all-news netwock, “tried
by answer the criticism that we never
corver what politicians actually say,”

Waddell said the election coverage
strategy may change in the next cuon.
pradggn. The focus might be diverted back
o the leadership tours, for inscince, in
a close race, (Opinion polling made i
clear Cheetien's Liberals would be e
trmcd o porwer this vear)

Klaus Pohle, a journalism professor
ar Carleron Undversity, doesn't share

I Waddell's and Arnold' s cnthasiasm for

the coverage of the campaign this yoar,

“l agree that thire muast be a better
WAy [0 cover & campadgn than to nepor
the same rubberchicke n speeches given
eviery day by the leaders,” said Pohle,
whir also works part-time as @ copy
editor for Southam News, “But the cow-
erage this time was higpcked by none
issmues like national unity, The polls

showed clearly thar people cared more
abhout jokbs,”

Arnobd dended this, saving CF “pack-
sgped material on jobs and the economy
when the campaign began. In fact, we
covered the issue o lotin the campaign.
But we can't control what the papers
(TEECH 4.|1|:1q1511. Al EVEyLHIE ks o
1.:I|'|:'|.|‘:l.'.'|:i|':|,|'| hasa :1:|.T'|.;.|.r|!|ir. o it own. '
sorry, bul when [NDP Leader| Alexa
McDonough stzred talking about the
“road b civil war,” national unity was
thee b0y, The mecdia can't eontsaol thae "
(MeDonough acoused Reform pary MPs
of making inflammatory siarements
abour Duehee separatsm during the
campaign.)

Pohle was also critical of CFs deci-
siomn to staff only the prime minister’s
plane throughout the campaign. "What
it presupposed is that the PM will al-
Wy Fave thae rmicsst impartant lhing_:: (%]
sy, That isn’t always the case, It mini-
mized the voices of other leaders and
the decision smacked of elitism,”

ain {VConnor, chiel of staff o
MeDomough during the eampadan, said
the party’s policy on certain issues like
coation were pooely underszood by
MMOST FEPOrTers.

“Arvel that had something w do with
the Facr that there were fewer poople
covering the campalgn day in and day
ot O'Connor said in an incerview.

B that a@s it may, election coverapge
in Canada isn't lkelr to retumm o the
bad old days, Inm the fiest bedecal cam-
paign | covered, im 1979, news orpgand-
gations paid early and dearly for oo
eied sears on campaign planes

That media feeding reney probably
paved the way for the ki of slick,
photo-op-per-day campaign Mulroney
ran 50 successiully in 1984, my vear of
dangerously imitating Holsteins,

By the way, my editor called my blull
im the "B and "9% campalgns by assign-
img mec 1o the small eastern provinee of
Mew Brunswick. In 1993, | repored on
the family ties berween a Liberal candi-

| date and the provinee’s most powerful

irndustrial proup, and the improbable
geography of a germvmandered riding
thar was more than 200 miles bong and
amby & few milles wide at its narromes

[ point. It was onely work for a former

herd reporer, but someone had w do
it. W
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Does Objectivity Apply to Science News?

The Heat is On

The High Stakes Battle over Earth’s Threatened Climate

Foss Gielbspan
Addison-Wesley. 237 Pages. $23.

By Crmris Bowsan

en historians ook back a
the late 20th Century Amer-
can debate over global cli-

mwte change, they may wonder aboui
the |'1||.|.'|::nz||ixL'¢ o wour Brmee,

Wherne wias thc s when the scicns
vific indguiries inte the very Eue of the
planer and humankind gor stifled, po
larized and mischievoushy muddled by
the media spinners of big o and eoal?
Why did the media give indiscriminate
coverape lothe scientilic navsayerswhiao
received funding from indusirdes with
the most o lose in the debare? Why
dign't reponiers see it as their public
dluty tor expose hidden agendas and
fimancial collusion as they do in cover-
ing political campaigns?

Boss Gelbapan saves the news pro-
fessdon some Face with his rem u'l-:ihl':,-'
woll-thmed and inflecntial book, “The:
Heat is O ™ He precvickes the most clard.
fving report yer on the politics of global
climare change.

The boockexarmines the larpely unes-
plared word of public relations art ds
st powerful—the fossil fuel indus-
ery, Scientific opinion is virtually unani-
mss that global warming has been
oeoarring over the last century. And a
growing body of dlaea and analysis indi-
cates that human activity is at leass
partly o blame. Yer, wo the exvent e
L&, public thinks about global warm-
ing at all, peobably the majority per-
ceives 10 as meither cortain nor bomei-
ment ol related o stuff coming owur of

their tilpipes—ier alone this years
muzssive forest fiees in Dnadonesia and
Biraeil.

Gelbspan leaves no doubt that the
inddustey's invisible and well-funded
public opirdon machine indostry—a
“disdnformation compaign as ferocious
as any in history"—has had a big hand
in shapdng and maintaining this view.
The book was ammundrion o the
Clintom sddministration’s campaign this
fall tox bring home the threat and imne-
digcy of climate change. The president
himself said he read it in preparaton
tor the Kyoto, Japan conference in Die-
cember, where the United Stans was
expecied to lead the world in redocing
the threar I:-':' Cu rl1ir'|ﬂ the use of fossil
fuels.

Gelbspan 5 less persuasive in his
conclusion that human-generaied pol-
lutlon—Iirom slash-and-burn  fores
clearing, power plants and vehicles—is
the makn culpric in climare change. He
thoroughly rips apam the industry-
backed] soientists who aoribuce the crazy
weather patterns all to natral climane
fMusctuations, But he omits any mention
of the growing number of reputable
scientists who argue that varistions in
the sun's activity—its sunspots and
Nares—may rival human pollution as a
factor in climare change.

Gelbspan, a former reporer with
The Washingon Post, Philadelphia In-
quirer and Boston Globe, stans from
the largely undisputed premise thar

s Bosrenan, o Micman Felloar 1995, &0
rewinr Feperter ap 1 e Sacrasienrs fee

LeH-E

EgbEzAsl
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ROSS GELBSPAN

glebal warming is e, not cheory, Air
temmperiiiures at the surface of the Tarth
have risen an e e af 1 I;IE'HT-I.‘D;!
Fahrvenbein in the lasg 150 vears. A sub-
stantial reorear in mowniain glaciers
waorldwide and a rise in sealevels of 4 o
10 cenmmeters have accompanicd this
temperatere rise. During this period,
carbon dioxide emissions have in-
creased an estimated 25 percent and
methane levels have risen 13 percent.
These aml oiher fAsEs functsan Tike
windows of 4 greenhouse in trapping
hzar close wo the ground,

The high-stakes debate &5 whether
cmissions from human activitics arc
significantly vo blame for the plane sy
warming surrounding the grecnhouwse
effect—the heating of the atmosphere,
mainly s a result of the bulldup of
carbon dioxiche snd other gases released
by the burning of fossil fucls and defor-
Esniien,

T his journalistic credit, Gelbspan
interviewed eading scientists from both
vamypes: the highly diversas: bocy of 2,000
i mere expeerts who endiorsed the con-
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chusion that “there is a discernible Bia-
man influence on global climae,” and
the sowll bt highly vocal band of scien-
tists who attribute the wild weather all
by mature.

Tor his undoing, the author commies
the same journalistic crime he has
pinned on the media in s coverage of
ihes H_F-I;'E!II"H::II.M' clebnite, He f:liluiui:l:i i1
||.1|: Druie t‘:}:llpl-l:'.'l.if:,-‘ |._:|f'l||1.r 4.1,:|-|11n,wq:r,h:r
By limiting his examinoticn 10 rthese
twor sides. Conspicuously absent s the
aodar reseacch that received prominent
display recently inThe Mew Yook Times,
There's mo mention of the cadence
limking remperamre fluciuarlons 1o
changes in the sun's windstorms. mag-
nestism andd cverall radiance, developed
by physicists and atmospherdic scien-
tigts trom Harvird, Jahn Hopling Uni-
versity and the Imperial College in Lon-
don, among otherresearch instiougions,

s thie title suggests, Gelbspon enme-
AI:I:I’:]L'L‘!-. ML ERERM SCienisis”

view thar the predicwed global
WREMEnE §5 M ppening right now in the
form of crratic and extrome weather,

Consider 199596 & heat wave in
Chicago killed 500 people. Becord rain-
ks drenched western portions of Aus-
tralia, while the caswern city of Svdncy
had irs firsg radnless Aogust in histocy,
Morthern Mexicoexpericneed the cold-
st winker in 25 vears, Total smowAfall in
Boston was B4l inches, the highest on
record, Drought-punished New Mexion
saw s worst fire season ever in 19964,
”I.-'J'I-"'.' raines in the Miclwesi ]m:u:lug_ﬂ!
e waowrsd Roouding in decades. Malaria
continued it spread in the mounains
af Beanda, where it was previowsly
unseeit, Advl unusual saln patresns i
Costa Rica and Brazil welpgered out-
breaks of dengue fever.

To leading climate scientists, the
congregation of so many strange
witnther eveenis worldwsle is an i;".]l'h-‘
syimpiom of 3 rise in the average global
temperature. 1t also signals worse dis-
FUPAOns 1o corme i the prolluetion goes
uralted. Askoed |'.r:|-' Presscdent Glinton
r:1'|:'|:||!|:¢ b llease 1y taluﬂln:mln' the-
|'||;.'||'||.'I! :|'|i't|.;]l|: |!r|.:, Seamford I.l:li\'l_'rhil:f".'q
srephen Schneider replicd, “The ca-
nary imothe cage is srarthng to Quiver”

Geelhs pan adapins the mapri ny sesen-
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BAared K &

tific wiew that the Unived Scaes must
cul these emissions by ar lease &) per-
cent in the next decade in onder oo
stabilize atmospheric conditions at rela-
tivily cornfortable levels. He advocates
a crash program—on the order of the
Manhatan Project thar creared the
atommic bomb—ioreplace coals and oll-
lirel L-'nHirwx wiih rrrm'w.a.hl-l:", clmie-
rl'.it.:lllj!:l-' CIWrgy sysieins like |!|}'|:||'| HEET
s o fuel cells. The American pulblic
mieisd see that it is in theic best economic
and sceurity intereats o help fnance
these energy technologbes in develop-
g couniries, much ke the Dndeed
Srates-financed Marshall Plan cha
helped rebuild Burope afver Workd War
1]

These are neither new nar namve
ideas. Vice President Gore called for a
“Crbobal Marshall Man”™ in his 1992 book,
*Earth in the Balance." William
Ruckelshaons, the Gt head o the EPA
vndler Presicdent Mison and now CEC
ol the giant Browning-Ferris Industeies
waste hauling company, and Heney
Kendall of MIT, recipient of e 19H)
Mabel Prize in phvsics, inspired
Grelbspan's case for a national security
crnergeney. They contend than demoe-
racy and i ndividual freedoms would e
the: first casualvices of climane instabdlicy
as it intensifics and disropis food sup-
plies, water sowrces and human health,

¢lbspan breaks new ground by
doing hull-Blown examinations

ool ik redn |1|:1||m.' 1‘|.'iHhH'|1|1.'I"_'I.
illeam i1::li|:|E|_n-| o ilnl':'!hr.ir vnrclersdated
i:|||:1l|ml.1':|.l conrertioms It also tle holes
in their aeguments and their wnscien.
tific manner of dismissing any possibil-
ity that they could e weoing.

Forexampe. he reports thar Pateck
. Michacls of the University of Virginia
receivied mare than 165 000 in fund-
img in the coarly 1990 from American
andd German coal inkeresis aml ihse
Cyprus Minerals Co., then the Lirgest
backer of the anti-cmaronmenbal s Wise
Use movement. The Western Fuels As-
soc i bon abso funds .'l-li-l..'lr.l.-l,'J.ﬂ.'l:li-\'l.'L:uH'_r
"'l?i.'"l:lrhl{:Il'a::l.:l.ll.'lh:pqu'! " oeluich isermbed
Lo canviromene il iuun'luti.'qlh |]'|r|.!lI.IH]1-
ot the United Staves. Similaly, an-
other prominent grecnhowse ske pric,

Arizomz hure University geographer
Kobert Balling, e, has never voluntar
iy disclosed mearly 300 000 froam coal
and oll interests in rescarch finding,
Celhspan reports

Ciiven their lunding sources and the
reear unanimeons re jection of thede views
b Feellovw seientists. why dothese critics
carry such 11.1::'|'Hh| with e J'ln-'u'-' shomlad
the minority view be given egual stand-
iJ‘LH".-.-'iI!tI Ehee COmse risis Ehuit has I:I‘I"Il,!l'!b.!l_l
in the sceentific community about the
dliangers of carlon cmissions?

clhspan provides an answer tha

should give joumalists grem

peuse ghome the way they oypi-
calty cover envimonmental lssues:

“The prafessional canon of journal-
istic fairness requires reponters wiho
write about a4 controversy 0 present
competing points of views. But this canon
CALSES |'|r|:1|1-||:_::||m whem it is appliutl (Th]
s ol science. Il seems i 1.|1-:rn:||'||:|
that journalists present competing
povinis Of e on g scientfic guesson
as though they had equal sciemific
wedght, when actually they do not The
prohlem escalates because most joue-
rlises are nol gualificd v make jodg-
ments about Bsues such as standing,
cxpertise amd integricy within the scien-
tific community. As a resuln, deology
disguised as sclence can contaminate
thi debate.”

The message for news managers here
1= ok b make experts of reporters, but
tea have reporiers know their beats well
=i |1_|!.;|1 fia :q.sL: f:l.[_!,-rt qurst'ii rns—anl:l.
o et snorwed by the answers.

For feparters, this hook is another
remiinder that sclemises” seatements dmid
qualifications should mot go wachal-
lenged, Wheredno they recelve fanddmg?
Are they enpaged in ociginal research?
Do they distinguish scientific obscrva-
tins from cheir personal beliefs? In the
case of plobol climate isswes especially,
ihve guestiomns negd to be asked nogonly
bosr “the man on the street™ today but
alao Tow fnis chilcheen and all future gen-
erations. i
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Bittersweet Tales

Of The Philadelphia Bulletin

Nearly Evervbody Read It
Editced by Peter Bineen
Coamino Books, 192 Papes, £27 040,

By Dororny Brows

‘.‘ Consider me lucky” writes fohn
F. Morrison, who came o The
Philadelphin Bulletin in 1959, a

pime when “there was no such thing as
2d=honr pacio mewes, and TV news was
stifl 2 baading infunt with liicle impact
can the lves ol |:||:-'|1|'|l|,- oir their knomwel-
edge of the world ™

In thie era of the Intermet and Cablbe
Mawws Metwaork, it may be hard o imag:
i Ehe heyday of newspapes odlowe
iy Woorbd Wi Dt least the beyvday of
The Philadephin Bulletin when caily
circubion reached a high of 774, 000 in
1947, before folding ta 1982 after civeu-
lation had fallen belowe 200000,

Bur the memories bubblc up casily
for the 18 former reporiers and editors
who contribute pleces o “MNearly Ev
ervhody Besd i Snapshots of the Phila-
delphia Bullerin” edited by Peter
Bireen, author and beng-time Bualletin
repocter and City Dditor who {like my-
selfand ovtherr ox-Buollstinos| mome works
al the onge rival I’|:||'|:J|:‘||'J'|1||.i.'| Imncquirer

Mewspapers may huave controlled the
mes=s, Bl i whis war nonetheless—a
dogped fght every day, cdition after
editbor, 1o bust the competition, And
beading the eight editons were brl-
Vi, diriven men (ves, vicnsdly afl weee
s ), whion wirone expressively bur ex-
prissed chieir feel s hardby anall, boyved
thi daily rush of desdlines and o good
whisky or bet at the track—who strived
o cover the news accurately, fairly and
fast, even oovering the news of the
black commmumity, though hardly ablack
was o Lhee siall

They were people like Earl Sclby,
o iy BEdinor in 1959, who wias
“furicmsly dedicated togetting the news
ard preeparcd we amash aonvbody wohio
gt in his way, " according to Meorrison

mowy a1 The Philadelphia Daily Mews,
Then there was Walter Lister, noimed
Managing Edivor im 1947 amd desoribed
in an essay by lames Smartas “ashrewl,
pouph, fir boss whose steely blue-eyed
stare demanded the best”

Ax thes tith: implies, the sssays am
smippshots, faken by different people
through diffcrent lenses over different
eris—all in love with newspapers in
general amnd The Bullctin in particular;
all, like Mormrisom, considering them.
selves luck V. SO0 se i S A it
mierowly, 1o bk about thedr osmnm me-
porting cxplodts aoad adventures; ath-
crs o culopize editors whose voices
sill echa o their cars andd on their
careers. And wained skeprics thag they
arc, they also podng o The Bullen's
flaws—ins slow and grodping accep-
tance of women and minorities: its pood-
ish sensibilivies; its rare bur mroubling
cthical lapses; s internal bickering: its
resistance (0 change, a tralc which, in
|:|:|.|1i1'||]::|.'_ hestermdl s Alt‘i:l:li!i-l_‘l vl i
ihedlication (0 the bosizal, I.'I::I'ﬂ"ﬁl'lﬂ ]
Rimser Savs, “every muidcke] h-:_1i|.].|.pp. -
ey grasslive, cvery meeting of the city's
aoming board.

“To s eritics, The Bullotin seemed
stodgy, dull and overly cantious, and
they probably had o poine . [ha] is
redders found it oo be dependable, poa-
dent, accurate, e and comprchen-
siver,” Bimaen writes, “They trusted it oo
covier the news withour pandering o
bow tasres or base desires. That's why
nearhy evervbody read e forso long ™ Tt
wis thie cloaminani 'I'I1|I:|:-|Jt~I|':-l1'|;| paper
fur 76 years and also the luirgest evening
neswsEpilper in the country lor most of
thiat tims:,

Whaee 1 wies beired as o B writer in

1971, 1 guiekly Towaned thag che features

.| - -
Al | %

cleparimcnt wits @ Women's g iioe=—
nor only Lrgely seireziied, bur also
barred feom the Fampam decides-old
city-side practice of padding expensc
accounts, a partcularly dishcarening
practice, given thar women were poid
less tham men oo starm with

Bt it was nothing com pared o the
barriers Rose de Wolfhad tovault in her
respecied carcer at Philivlelphia news-
papers. In the carly 19060°s, when she
..1|1|'|Ii1_'4_| fiwr 2 job ar The T’hll.ull_'lr.hhl.q
|]:4.i|}' Mewws an ediior iokd her “thai he
wisni't hiring 4 woman at ther time
Beciuse The ]h'il‘:r Mews already had
one. " She also recalls the stoey of Lynin
Draltod, whose roquest o work the po-
bt Besan bncothae 7005 sas initially momned
down by the Deputy Chy Editor be-
cause he “woubdn't wane his daughrer
doraen ghere "

But by the time of The Bulleon's
demise in 192, The Inguirer had a
teminist colummist, a muech-improved
pay scale, and 3 woman editor, Marci
Hhatzman, on the q'ir] sk, albedn only
at night

For the longest dme, too, at The
Bulleting there was o meed o hice
hbwcks, There already was one general
assignment reporier, (irrin O, Evans.
Thar began changing in 1967 when
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Clawcde Lewis was hired, eventually be-
coming the first black columnist for a
major daily in Philadelphia, a podition
he relimguished only last Ocrolser "97,
when e gave up his regular column i
The Inguirer becavse of complicatons
of diabeges,

Bur even Lewls, with his wears a1
Mewrweek, The Mew York Post, and
three yeirs a5 a television reporter,
found he had o do more than prove
himself at The Bulletin, “The discrimi-
natiomn, " he writes, “was carried off with
such finesse and subtlery thar only the
mosl semsitive whites recognized in for
what it was."

Bevond che males and mrcling, some
larger truths about ncws gathering
emerge from these very personal pages.

For one, the public has always de-
vioured mews with the same craving for
instant information thar they have o-
day. In the current handwringing over
the speed of the electronic media, it's
ey toforget how fast newspapers once
were, competing brutally with each
ather and remaking their pages all day
long. James Smart {whao stacced outasa
“copyhoy” ar The Bulleun, glukbg o-
gether the eight-prgge “hooks™ with car-
bons sandwiched berween, on which
reporters wrole thelr “mkes”) femein-
bers the enommous deadline pressure
to get out seven daily editions. A re-
porter who made a 9:20 a.m. deadline
coubd find his story on the street by 10
a.m,

The Bulletin even had homing pi-
gecms during the World War 11 era 1o
wing photo negatives back from the
cace track orf Phillies’ gumes.

T journalistic skills that were eru-
cial to the blistering pace have been
largely lost weday: the ability mo wing &
le=ad over the phone and follos that up
with a clear, pyramid-sovle recitation of
thiz facts; and the fine art of rewrite. In
an era when newspapers ane trying to
exploit the speed of the Internet, per-
haps such skills should be resurrected

Fd male it eo the city desk by the ke
70's, shortly before the afternoon pa-
pr iransformad isell into a2 morming
paper, signaling the end of the era of
the grean vewrine men. | remember the
shaky moment | firse sadd, “plve me
rewriee,” or something o that effiect. |
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| was at a mesting of the Philadelphia

Schood Board, tryving to mect o mid-
mswming edition desdline, From a pay
prhrne, Ddlicrared thae lead UVd writien in
ry nodchorok vo Bob Bridgeo o bied o
make it wp from there, feeling oogue-
thed and disorganized. When | got back
tor the paper, | humbly went over o
Bridgeo and apologized for my
tumplering performance. Genthy, the
proe sakd to the kid, *Don't worry, with
practice you'll be as good as the rest of
s

Adlrian Lee, who eveniually became
a eobummnist at The Bulleting, describes
the rewritemen sitting “like oprsmen in
a racimg shell,” spitting robacoo imio a
spittoon, and writing ~purc poctry.”

And here 45 another truth thar eadi-
ates from these carcfully crafied essays
b aged pros: good wrlting s asoruggle,
both persomal and Instirutional.

Towkay's reporters, fighting the ever-
shrinking news hole, will cheer this
recollection by Robert Williams (in my
lay the Entertainment Edivor, but hired
o in 1930 a5 a copy bovl, He remems-
hers management hifing an “expert’ oo
improve wreiting at the paper. The “ex-
pert,” Willinms recalls, kept demane-
ing shorter and shorter leads. Finally,
cogiy chiel Don Heook had enough
“After 1 motorist died in a downuown
aute callislon, he rewrote the story's
lenpihy lead o make it read, 'A man was
killed inan acckdent today” Cnly a few
cherails follosed, Thar was the last we
hesrel both of shorter leads and of the
'L:.I'il:inE_ 'f::pl:rl:."'

Lisper, recalls S, was amongthose
who “winoed al cliché journalism, ™ sug-
BEating 0 young writers thal sentenoes
rarely necded postart with “meanwhile,”
“however.” “of course," or “neverthe-
less" (James M. Perry, recently retired
fromn The Wall Sereet, Journal, has a bess

| tend memory of Lister. He refused o

publish Permy s scoop thar Gov, Nelson
Rockefeller planned to marry Happy
Frtler Murphy, from Philadelphia’s Main
Lime, as soon as she could end her
Mmarriage. )

Gk Witing was also fostered by
srwitheer Bailletin characier, Etanﬁ::r' s,
Thompson, Ciy Editer during the
1950 whn, when asked by 4 reporer
how much he should write, replied:

“Reep onwriting a5 longas it's interest-
ing."”

Anal then there waes the “untlappable”
Farry @ Proctor, as Williams remicms
bers him, who oovercil the April 3, 1936
evening execution of Broono Richard
Hauptmann in Trenton. In his inimi.
table way, he stopped for a lobsier
dinnce on the way back to the paper,
put on his eveshades, pulled a bottle of
whiskey from his deawwer and Began
Iyping:

“Trenton, Apll 4—Bruno Richard
Haapamann has kept, ar long last, his
remcesvous with death. &1 4% o'clivk
Iast night, in the death house of the
MNew |ersey State Prison, there shot
through his stabwart frame the first of
three shattering stabs of man-made
lightming.

“Ar B:47, the incisive wvoice of D
Howard Weisler, the prison physiciin,
sounded through the awful hush chac
sat upon the close-packed Fanks of wqie-
MESELE;

““This murn s dead.”

“Thues an obscure German carpenier
paticl his dlebt 10 society for one of the
et inGemows crimes of all dme, the
kidnapping and murder of Charles A
Lincibergh Jr, and thus was writien
“rurtain’ Loyl legst one act of thae tl'.lﬂi.l.'
Lincfbengh drama., ..

Decades later and e less dramati-
cally, anather curtadn el With circula-
mlom of The Bulletm Glling behind The
Inguikrer and reeling from an exodus of
achvertsers, the paper published for the
Lt time on Janusary 28, 1982,

For those who loved The Bulletin
andd for those who continue oo love
newspapers, this book is both a tribute
i the passion of jourmnalism and the
iribensitr—and idiosynersics—adithose
who practiocd this crafi, B

Lhrc.'.l'ui.l;r Brewm by beem o The farqurrrr
sivive The Bullvein’s close tn 1982 She 5
J#r.l'c'.l:l.l{p Sctence and Edueation Editer,
Brown vecedved oiis pear’s Ko jght Ridder

| Fxreflenee in fowrnalivm aroerd
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Anthony Lukas’s Last Book

Big Trouble: A Murder im a Small Western Town
Sets off a Struggle for the Soul of America

1. Anthony Lukas

Simon & Schuster. BYS pages, $32.50,

By Janer WiLson

."l.lll:hl:_:rlr; Litkiis's 'E!lg'l'n:-u]'llz Tiga
dlense, awesomd epic of the Amoer-
can West, Ken Burms and Robsert
Caro have nothing on Tony Lukas when
it coimes 10 excavating and dusting off
the realdife dramas of our barcly losy,
owerly glossed past.

The main stage story 5 the assassina-
oign on a wintry day in 1905 of the ex-
Governorof ldaho, Frank Steuncnberg,
and the subsequentmurderirials of the
barely begun century of three leading
union fpgures, William “Big Bill"
Havweood, Charles Mover, and George
Pettibone. Stretched between the dy-
namite wipwire on the governor’s gar
den gate, which blew off half his hody,
ani the :||:'||'||i1t;1.|5. ol thie mien of the
Western Federation of Miners, i 3 mi-
mupely threaded account of lucrative,
bBlrdy miming wairs in ldaho's bleak
northwestern Couer DAlenc region,
serinaa vicdations of civil lberics in the
fame Of law enforocment, and fantasric
b and bust real estare develop-
rmcmEs and spors teams tha all prefig-
ure the economéc and politdcal gulf
berween very rich and poor today

Lutkas plays by the rules in reponting
and writing his epic. There are no tell-
all anonymous narcasors or stilied “rece
reations’ o pillqm' falk bestween heals
of state andl their spouses, There is
meredy kiver upon layer of meticulous,
riveting fact, carrying the reader “across
a broad swath of twrn=-ofthe ey
America,”

The ceneal plo is Taid our againse a
tich mpestry—from Teddy Roosevelt's
p1,1|:i|'i|;.'.~: amd Ethel Ii-;.lrr}'.mnn,:".ﬁ rovel
shows bo the development of “pellow,.”
inuckraking and “soby siswee” journal-
i Legends thar luck an the edpe of

2ith Century Amerkan collective con-
sclousness—ithe Pinkerton  detective
agency., Clarence Darrow, African-
Aamerican  infantrymen,  Samuel
Gompers, the "Wobbles," Willinm
Hovward Taft and many others stud the
pages of this book

"lfl.i!.; Trouhle" is a m:gll_iﬁq;n;:nr i
oecasionally inmtating masterpicce, with
some chaplers beautifully eapturing
entire subsets of American society in
Fall alishee ]l miEniiure e tiee, and other
!'I;-L"i.\!ﬂ_!"!« ks IL'-III:I IIII.I I:IE:.I' HLY I!G:I'I'EII
ldabun Euwd When the side chapiess
stretch af oo long, the suspense of
what (= comstructed a5 murdier mystery
ard Western in oo frays thin,

Bu ag a5 best, i1 ds a great read. The
chapter entitled “Viper, Coppechead
amd Rardler,” for the code names detec.
tive James MoPardand gave the three
labor leaders, is ternific. Haywood,
Moyer, and Pettibone are literally kic-
napped by the government of [daho
amd the state’s silver mine owners so
they can be wried prompaly with no
need for messy extradition prooesd-
ings. Haywood is dragged naked from a
bed he s sharing with his wife's sisoer i
that age s veesion ol a no-well motel, The
athers are bess dramatically bue sl
hlatandy hustled ooe a special eain
fevarvedd po rhe seaee government by cail-
rosd magnaes

All three are spirited ar breakneck
speed aceoss several thousand miles
and wo stares as regular rabns are
pushed off onto side tracks. The “law-
men’” kidmappers knoo tha wny decent
lawvesr o sheeriff's deputywho can man-

Jamer Wiksar, Narmeam Fellfmr [ 995, iva
reparier for The Los Amgeler Times,

A MURDBER ™ A Ssians WesTERR Tows
SETE OFF A STRUGGLE FOR THE
EOUL OF AMERIC A

age 1o board the train could derail the
enrire bt with o ome-pagee order from
a judge. The Ect that the kidnappers
are not Jesse and Frink lames but goy
ernmrent men, and their booty is not
cold currency but men, adds a touch of
hoirrnr. That horror increases when the
L5, Supreme Court eventually rules
that the kicnupping may have heen
illegal, but since the men are already in
lelahoand are wanted for murder there,
it cloesn't maner hiow they areived.

Lukas's rescarch is so exhausve,
and his berail =oorich, than you not only
hear the [earsome nose of the wain's
cnging, but also choke on the theck
amioke of the cigars thoughtfully pro-
cured for the captors and their prison:
s as they sic bn a Pullman car hunling
across time

Ig porcels years tor crente thiks work, amd
itwas weell worth the fime, Every reader
will have favorite pieces—I relished the
baschall tale of Walter Johnson, who
fueled a small wwn's dreams of luring
mew settlers with a :|1-:.|:|11.,1-||1: MIAGE
beagruge Team, thien Pecame @ geneinge
beigr szar.

:'ln'l-:H;I.I','rrl-l,l.:p_,I Irn.ri|||1,'.:|.-|. BrE meEver
ﬁ.rn.'r.:u:‘l on the n.::d.l:k'_:', Faat Anvonke wiho
sunlffeved throwgh the O | Sdmpson wial
will recogmiee the “cxpen witness” char
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acted of Herr Diokor Hugo Munsterherg,
the “father of modern psycholoey, " wio
poptlasieed the e deteetor. Adso amus-
ing ls President Koosevelt's sanctimo-
nious outeage when a Mew York busi-
nessman from wihom he has esaored 4
S100 000 campalgn contribution paes-
pers the White Howse to make gpood o
Booseeelt's promise of an ambassador-
ship.

The teo characters that are best
draam by Lukas, and are the true oppo-
menis in the class war thet is the boaobk's
subtext, are James MePieland and
Clharencs Daerow. MeParbing is 2 lead-
ing bur aging Pinkerton priviae investl-
gator who has made a caveer of be-
frending union men, then sending
them o the gallows. He spins a confes-
sion out of Harry Orchard, the hench-
muan who ser the bomb st ex-Governor
Steunenberg's house, and artfully per-
suactes him to implicate Hipaood and
the others

Lukas's research is =0 thorough that
he racks down a job application essay
2 yonng MoFParland wrote, in which he
demcribes in haling, neady illiverae
English the Molly Mcoluices, Ancient
Urcler of Flibermiang and other Gaelic
secret socicties he will be asked 1o
infiliraie,

McPardand was & hungey Trish inemi-
grant who arguably should have had
cvery reason o be a undon man, [n-
atcad, he was responsibic for the con-
viction and hanging deaths of at least
nine, amd possibly as many as twodosen
miners, union organizers and violent
agitators with whom he lived, worked
anel drank fore VTS, then informed on
il sent oo the gallows.

O the ather side is rumpled, brils
lart Churenee Dareowe, a small-wown
bvwyer with moxic who roeckemcd o
precaniinenes when be velocaied 1o Chi-
cagn, politely desened his wife and
chibil ro rake up resbdence In commuinal
ipartments reminiscent of 19640 free
love arrangements, and matured ingo
positions as city atbooney, then counsel
for the unicn-baiting, labor-hatng rail-
rosacls.

But Darroey was 3 sell-describedd
“poet in the wreck of 3 Bsyer's body”
andl philosepher who agonized over
his chosen profession, Hather than
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aronwiing rich comforably, he chose o
defend fery labor leader Eugene Debs
and lesser koown men Bcing capial
punishment. Then he accepted what
he may have thowght would be the
preatest case afhis life—defending "Tig
Bill™ Havwoosd {evolution was a subject
for his ligrary salons at char point),

That Darrooy, the weell-read ingellec-
tel, should champion the commoen
working mian, and that MoParland, the
T_l-i_lnrri]r:m. immigrant whia began his lile
in clrucgery, shouled sencd his counry.
i B the gallows, s perfectly, per-
versely American. In the end, Darrow
wins, with an 11-howr oratlon in 99
degree heat dn a county ecurteaom that
is a claricn call for justiee and alsooa
neat evasion of the facis of Orchard’™s
confession:

“Oit on our brosd praines where
men tol wdth their bands... through
cur mills and etoriss, and down deep
under the earth., the poor, the weak
aned the suffering of the world are
stretching out their helpless hands o
this jury in mute appeal.”

Bt while Xrrow wins the jury's
amd o hearts, neither side has a lock
an underhandedness, Lukas explores
the very real possibsliy thar Dareow
ray have cnsuvod thar Oechard's ac-
comphioe, whooould have been a dam-
aglng corroboraring witness, was paic
off. In an epilogue, Lukas leaves dan-
gling an untidy but intriguing bit of
evidence that Hioywood], Pettibome and
Morver may have indeed masterminded
the: murder

The bk weighs a befiy 875 pages,
inelucling the mweticulows nodes, volus
minaous index, phots eredits and the
oive pairagraph abour the author on the
cndd page, which scoves as teibue and
sl epitaph ro one of the finest repore-
crs e coumiry Jaas koo,

All trues repeovrters, o eager young
serihblers arsmall-torm wesekbies wo the
fimest mational prize sinners, v oo
Fosllow a big story as far as they can push
it, in every direction it can ke them,
“Big Trowble” is a shining example of a
Bige Story browghe to pring,

Bt the act of reporsing is exhaasi-
ingg, with frustrating blind alleys, rest
fess sleep peopled with sources and
IGLREINE CUEstons thell won T g away,

and owerarching themes that appear
magically as lape-night truths, then o fs-
sipate in davlipht. When the ceporting
is dane, the even mone daunting cask of
crafting it inton repdabbe work remains.
When the whole process is over, ex-
havstion and self-doubis Ioom,

I the siee of the doubis is i dineet
propoction Lo the brillidnge ol the ok,
then they must have been enormons
foor the author of “Big Trouble,” Ye the
only clue of despair one glimpses in
thiis discapslined saga is when Lukas dis-
cusses Darmow fcing his docpest fisirs.

“Mo omve can fimd Hie rolerable with-
ot dopee,” Darrow wrote, and Luks
quirtes. “The Catholies are cight, the
Chifspian Sclentlsts are cight, the Meth-
oulists are right, the drunkards are righe,
the: dope Aends of all kinds are dghe,
bt fior some of ws the dope musi be
g and strong and shict into the arm.”

In Darrow’s ll:.rmi:l'll:_ﬂl,:m', Writes
Lukas, “chopee meant amy substince that
allowed one o get through the nigha
Everyone bl his own bosgeyman ehit
comled only be banished by dope, For
[rarrovw, evidently, ir was deadh ™

Al also for Lukas, a principled,
gifted pournalist who documented so
fAawdessly the complex omuths of our
corantry’s rich, fissurcd soul. W

Correction

Bezcause of an error in
transeribing, a passage in
the review of "Fugbus,” Roy
Reed’s biogrphy of the
Arkansias governor, incor
rectly referred 1o Ed
Thunavwsy aod Henry
Wonds as woekers in the
“Motarthy” organization.
sald the “McMath” organi-
zation, referring to former
{rovernine Sid MeMath, who
had aided Faubus in his
Tise f pwier.
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We Can Talk but Can We

Listen About Race?

America in Black and White: One Nation, Indivisible
stephan Thernstrom & Abigail Thermstrom

simon & Schuster, 545 Pages. $32.50)

By Dort |, Maynarn

clore Rodmey King. Before 0. )
B Simpsen. Before Proposiiion
209 Forhacke the stane of Califioe-

mia from procueing afficmaciye action
Biefore all the events ofrecent years that
have made people of diferent races
wary of broaching certuin topics in
mied company, Robert Sherman sat in
his Brosrklye apartment and told the
actress and 1'r|'.|}".l.'nHJ:||: Anng Deaverne
Smith wihy we are unabile o palk across
the: racial divide

“I think you know the Eskimaos have
T worcls For stowe she quobes him as
saving in “Fires in The Mirror,” “We
probably have 7O diffcreme kinds of
hias, prejudice, cacism and discrimina-
tiorn, bsut dr's met i our mingd=set o be
clear about i

Ax first it would seem chat Stephan
Thernstrom and Alxdgaill Thernsteom,
authors of “America in Black and White, "
would agroe

“Toeday we argue withoun g common
lampuage.” they write, “We mlk end-
lersmlv uhxrm.ivrl:.-‘ abwnit the issue ||::|l'
race |, but across linguistic barricades,”

By the end of thsr F-[H:I-pl'u.'n page
auaerel with affismative action, it may
scom as if we oot only talk across a
limguisiic chivide abowr owr racial di-
vide, but we may also be coming up
agaknstpeneratkenaldivides, geograplc
divides and perhaps even class divides

The tithe fisell signals that the awg-
thars and §oome from a different timae
and place, They write that the 19645
were thedir bormmtive YEArs I"-nssihl:.'l:hm
wits a time when we really could lk
abwmt this nation in werms of black amd
whiite. '['Lrl:l:l.':a. L conar raneeREn =L burmic sosce.
ety, think the closestwe can come is to
Gk hmg b o histher woe can ialk aboun
the nation o such stark teems, and |1
diom’t think we can, Perhaps o s my age.

I weent o college when, despite @ sense
if growing uncise, colleges amd wni.
weersilics soill belicved pan of their avis
shawn weas (o offera diverse studenn bhody
Crr perhaps i s oy geography, In noath-

cen California we talk of “people of

colir” mot juist becanmse it is the phrase
of the moment. but because our ool-
leagues are often black, whice, Hispanic
arl Asiim. Aned ¥ER, white s aeoibor, fos
T talk in terms of black amo whine is 1o
bzave ot so many people vou may endl
wpr with no one callking. Thot sort of
ilefats the point of being o journalisg,
Anvd pouenalist can help the nation And
somes common linguags thar wadll bhelp
badcdge the variouns dHvides,

But 1 think the Thernsimoms paoing
UT anoEher. perhops Sven more seri
ous, problem on which we need
frecus. Mot oandy do we as a nation nor
spoak the same kinguape, we simply
don 't know how to lsten o cach other,
Near the end of the book, after the
tables, the satistics and the anccdonms,
thee anthors dumie the posurnzlise zandd
historian Boper Wilkins as saying he
henefited from alficmative siction. The

Thernstroans are shorpdical:

“It's had o beliove Wilking is really
comvinced be would have Been lan-
guishing an the bearom of a burcaa.
cratic heap had he ni been resencd by
pricferemil policies. His wle cenainly
toes nog sguare with the larger plooore,
as wo understand it

Possibly naost, ot in may square with
thie picture as Wilkins anderstunds it
Adver fimishing chis book, ic's hard nor oo
wondler what would have happened if
the Thiermstroans, lwerlare u.'ril'in[.;u wirl,
bzl called Wilkins and asked him
whether he peally believed affirmanive
actiom was respomsEble for his suceess
and why. Then they would lsten o

s o — e ‘

_ AMERICA IN

BLACK AND WHITE

I]'.': "'||'|'|| [ .|'|'.:|I|"-.'I|I'|I.Z'

RACE 1% NODERR ANERIGA

b

Sripuan Taennsteon & Awame Toeansthon

limm 'I'Itl.ﬂ:.-' winledn’e r:rl.‘l.'*-.».'-.:lril_'!.' e
with him. But they would listen amd
Bregin to undersiand sy Wk ins wiodilc
think himself the beneficiary of affirma-
tive actecen, Then they would call Lami
Grubnder and sk fer why she says ohai
For many African Americans slaveey and
reConsEc o are not ancient histioey,
[s i1, @5 the Thernsiroms sugeest, (§1EN
citlse 10 s easler o hold on o past
wiongs than to confront cucrentoondi-
tions in the African Amcrican oomn-
nity® O 15 it because she belicves i?
Again, they would listen, not with the
goal of agrecing, but with the hope of
l:||1:lrrul'.1|||:l|ng. Aned then llu-'!. wosnlel
write their book.

For what will we gnin il we bearm o
CONTINTSIT |u|1p.1,.|u;;-:_' aned sgill reluse o
listen 1o each other?

“Sav | think that wo bivve 3000 of loey
language o the sulyject wmd than 15 a
reflection of our unwillimgness we deal
with it homesily and tosom itooe. Fihink
wi have wvery, very bad language,”
Sherman tells Smith. After reading
“Amcrica in Black and White,” U'ny niow
sure: our hearing @5 any better. Perhaps
foir 1AMy of thae smmie repsons, 1l

Lhrs f, Maynard is Special Propecty Divevrer
at five Mayerra freirnre foe fearraitom
Educattan in Daklewa, Califorwiz. and a
LR Aeemane Fellon
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Even Scud Stud Can't Sell Foreign News

Risk and Redemption

Surviving the Nepwork Mews Wirs
Arthur Kent

Interstellar Inc. 308 Pages. 320,

By Deporan Amos

n Wednesday, March 16, 1994,
O NBC correspondent Arthur

Eent womn his case against his
former employvers, Ina joint news re-
lease, NBC executives not only apolo-
gleed for erying o bury Kent, but also
praised hiny with a long, glowiong lise of
accomplishments. NBC welevision ner-
work execunives also agreed ro pay him
buckers of money, the exact amownt
undisclosed. In addition, they offered
Kent his old job at NBC news. What a
day for a journalist who had employed
his keen reponorial skills o prove a
mrtor Amesrican television nepacork had
done him wrong,

Eighteen months earlier, the MBCOC
brass ordercd their neework press ma-
chine to paint Kent a coward after he'd
refused an assignment to Bosnia, Arthe
i, his bosses contended thai this
was the reason they had dismissed
Arthur Kent, who had been a media
evenl himselfduring the CGullWar, Kent
had capoared the pulbdlic's atrcntion,
and the tablodds dubbed him “The Scud
Stud” for his live hroadoases from
Drhalicin, Sawdi Arabia

It tuenesd oue thar events thar lod o
his dismissal were much more compli-
citel than simply refusing an assign-
ment 1 the next hot war zone. In his
book, “Risk and Bedemption, Suriving
the Metwork Mews Wars,” Kent details
those events through a serws of depo-
siticons takenin preparation foe the trial,
Bur alomg the way he exposes a very
i portant fact of network rews, ar NEC,
at least. [n preparing for the case, Keng
and his lawyers showed the lnk be-
tween the MBO news departrment and
the MBC Entertainment division as the
news magazine “Dratcline” was devel-
oped. If the unappealing credo of local
new is: "I it bleeds, i leads.” then Kent
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diefines the equivalent values lor net-
wiork news negsEines: “Program only
the stories you can sell, Promotion
pobicy becomes edivoral policy. Enter-
mimmeent o Burbsank steers News in
NewYork. " The imporance of this ook
is showing thar the “news" s missing
from network news magazines,

There was a dme when news divi-
sions were notonious budget drains for
network cperations. The so-called Vor-
eign news” was the most expensive of
all, Bap che nightly news programswaere
the: fagship of the relevision business,
the identity of the network. Corporace
contri] of Amcrican ielevision nereorks
changed all thar. “News has 1o pay it’s
wity, and audience rtings is the name
of the game,

Kent shows s one of the wrning
provients i mews budgeting whoen Michacl
Gartner, then the head of the mews
divislon, arrived In Berlin o survey
NBCs coverage of the momentoss
events that symbolized the end of the
Cold War for o gencrations of view-
ers, Gartner had made the decision to
“go big" on the Berlin story,

“But Michae] was cleardy staggered
by the sheer size ofthe operation. There
were al least 50 of us when you took
drivers and translatoes ingo the coune.
Cemetner seemed overshelmed by thar
Laiter, cme of our semior business affairs
pecple confirmed to me in the hallweay
that this bad lwereally been a million-
dollar siowy. And despiie owr ungues-
thoned access innatling the sooey on the
hesadd, wae had not managed, as things
tunrreeed ook, torcanse i biuge swing in thie

Deharat Ao 0w corregpoundens for ABCT
Wrdnd Nezor Trmghe. She alve sevves as a
Jorrge corverpavadad for Nactaral Pl
Riralfn,

ritimggs, The reality of like at NBC under
Cremernl Electric was dawning on us.
We could beat the waorkd on a stoey, but
iFit cost moncy, it would probably cost
stome of uas our jobs down the e ®

Angl thar Fct of network life eveniu-
ally cost Arthur Kenr his job. Mot be-
cause MBC was spending oo much
money on Kent, but becausc his Fuee
was promotable but his storics were
not, The new news magasine noedeed
the “fame™ of the “Scud Stud™ 1o appeal
o audiences, but his reporting skills
shrosd produced the kind of sioes
with iy happy endings. In the end,
foredgen mews is simply not promotable,
The contradiction was too much. It is
clear that Kent decided to not only get
mad, but also eo get even, in this des
tuiled account of his reporting carcer
and hiis barele with NBC.

I the cleapaers thar recount his fors
eign assignments, Kent reminds us chat
his network career spanned a remark-
able era for forcign correspondents.
The events in the tedlight of the Cold
War were some of the most exciting,
dangerous and momentous assigns
ments in a gencetion. | covered many
oof the same stores for National Public
Raddio, arel thers may never be a time
like that again, The waorld was in up-
heaval from Adghanistan, through the
dissodution of the Soviet Empire, to
Temanmen Square 1o Bosnia. Arthur
Kent was there amdd than some

He broczes through these mormien-
tous evenis of reporting and short
chanmges the reader somewhan, saving
up the best parts of the book for the
battle with NBC. He also doesn'twel] us
wihy the television audience mines in
For these news magazines and tums off
when a forelgn story is broadease. In
some ways, the complexities of the
wrrled are nn |1'I1F|.|H' irtereseimgs bo i vt
sudience. There & probably another
bancile 1k fact.

It is clear thit Kent writes his book
after be knows that he's won his case
and, in some way, his writing theough-
out the hattle seems sanciimondaus. [
is a small niv to pick in a ook cha
details whar mighe be called the “inside
basehall™ of television nerworks, b s
wiornth knowing because it is a guide o
what is on the "tube”™ these days and
why it is there. B



BEQOKS

From Farm to Battlefields, the GI's Reporter

Ernie Pyle's War: America's
Eyvewitness to Waorld War 11
James Tobin

The Free Press. 312 pages. 825,

By Jack Fowsie

ne wonld chink that everything

wirthwhile had been woritten

about Ermie Pyle, who capti-
vated American readers through World
War Il by writing about the frontdine
soelelier, hardly ever about generals and
SLEATEQY.

Mow comes the newest book aboul
the scrawny, middie-aged aw-shucks
guy who was a worrywart about his
health and who had a premonition he
would die while with combar proops
e did, on a small Pacific isle from a
Japanese machine-gun buller. He was
killed three weeks before ¥-E Day in
Europe, where he had spent more than
o years with 'S in action before
being persunded by the Mavy to "see
our war, too.”

Among what is new abour James
Tabin's book is delighoful detail abou
Pyles eardy life on his parent's faom and
his ol disinterest in Grm like, Then
his happenstance entry into jourmal-
ismy, after being wmed down by the
Army in World War [

Pyle cventually became a Scripyps-
Howard columnist, raveling the then
48 staces with his young wife, Jesey, ina
Maoded T Ford, writing abour ordinary
peapke with unordinary kappenings in
their lives. It was often titillating smff;
edditors Found it 4 convenient space-
fil le=r

Along came World War 11 Pyle
pleaded with his syndicators wo spring
him from the domestic beat he now
foumnd borng. He wanoed 1o see the
condlict in Europe and was finally al-
fowred 10 go 1o embattled England,
where he chose o concentrate on tho
“little people”™ in London suffesing un-
dlier the: Mazl bombing bliz

His aocouns of Bridsh courage and
definee o the threat of 4 oross-chan-
el invasion caused his columns o be
widely reprinted in England.

When America entered the war and

U5 troops joined British forces seck-
ing 1o ot the Germans from North
Adrica, Pvle went along. He refined his
column format: description shorn of
Movwery language, o worm 's-eye view of
combrar and 4 modified honesey abou
i1s hawrroars, (The homesfron ceader with
loved ones doing the fighting can only
ke s0 much gore, he reasomed.,)

His admication for the foor slogger
s unbounded. “AGEs danger comes
in spurs, discomfor s perpeieal,” he
WL

Unlike many columnisis, Pyle sel-
dinm injected himsaell inte his writdngs.
Fle rever mentioned his ownclose calls
with death, althowgh be had o number
of them, His belief that e woubkd no
survive the war apparently was a streak
of Fatalism

A rare instanee when Pyle did ger
into the story cecurred one night as he
wiatched a grealy sdmired company
commander, Caprain Henry Wiskos,
killed in action, come down a moun-
talnous slope slung over the back of a
miule. GI's whispered good-hves and
one enderly siroked his hamd as they
unloaded the body. Most evervome rates
this aocoumt as Pyle's most moving cx-
ample of the combat comradeship he
witnessed so olten,

Foer several months, when the ltalian
front bogged down during the winter
ol 1943-44, Pyle lived with other corre-
spondents in o swite of rooms inoa
Maples hillvop apartment building, The
Army hospical wis across thie street, ancl
Pyvbe weas a feoquent visitor with a real or
imagiined lness. He would ofen me-
turm with a couple of aff-dury nurses for
drinks and dinner. The ladics were wel-
come company for the then all-male
priess corps im Maples.

O such oceasions, after A generous
amdaunt of refreshment, Pyle seould cn-

terrain. Fiis best aco was po appear in his
long johns and do a celnkle-ooe jig
while singing “she's just a personal
friemd of mineeeee!” Droll, and then
gentlemanly, he weould say good nigh
ko all.

Pyle ekt Ttaly to be on hand for the
."il::lmrq:l:u:l:r' fvasiosn, MNod hﬂ:lng a hard
news man like wire service reporters,
he was content e be assigned a secongd-
dav landing. Even ao, what with censor
ship holding up copy of all early eyewir-
ness accounts, Pyle's deseription of the
devastation and uncollected bodies of
the invasion-day dead was the firsi
graphic account of how costly the
Cimaha Neach landings hacd been

Adver reaching Pards, Pyvle thought in
wis e boogo home, He waned o be
with Jerry (they had divorced and then
remurried by proxy), He wanted o keep
nemnsense outof a pending movie about
himesell, “The Story of GE Joe,” Then he
would oo the Pacific as the MNavy
wanied.

As author Tobin rellares, Ple discooy-
ered "o different wvpe of war® in the
boundless ocean after s slogging with
Gl's in Europe, In berween intense bt
short periods of actiom, there was an
cnlless sameness w life aboard ships
and @ remore island bases. He fch
uncomiorable abour the moee rigid
Mavy custe system, in which black GI's
could only be messmen.

Pyle was astenished when he fownd
that im his initial columns Mavy censors
Tuaed alebeted all the names of the sailors
hiee bl weritten about, Inoa cre moment
o furry for the wsually complacent Pyle,
he demanded an encd (o the N:n}' pl:_:liﬁ'
thar only the names of high-ranking
aofficees could appear in pring and
threarened oo back ashore where b
could write abwour Marine granes ad
Army GI's. The Mavy quickly pave in.

Eweern san, bve weas soon back reporting
commbat on Okingwa and s satelloe
islands. And that s where Pyle's life
ended. He is buried begide GUs in the
Punchbowl Cemetery in Hawaii, W

ok Fisie, adfen o Svavi anad Steipes comii
oorresRimdent, cawr o know Prle fn Sicily
ane faly. Foisie it a 1947 Nieman Seliew
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Mail Bomber and the New South

Rlind Vengeance: The Roy Moody Mail Bomb Murders

Ray Jenkins

University of Georgia Press. 538 Pages. $29.95.

o matter where they go South-
N erners can't get e South out

of them. Boy Recd of The New
York Times gave up Washinguon and
London o retwm fo the Sooth. Afer
wirlering thae nzmicamal E ditic=al cirerit
fexwr vesrs Curtis Wilkie of The Boston
Globe moved o New Ofleans and
bought o house with a balcony, Hay
Jenking, the Editosial Page Bdivor ofthe
o] Baltimnaore Evening Sun and syndi-
el el imindar, 1% fo r:.ul.‘:-l:p!il!u:'l. A% rhis
excerpl from a 1976 op-cd column in
The New York Times atrests:

Uindess a man has picked coteon all
day in Augess, has st inoan outhoase:
in 2 degrees in January and passed
this time of necessaty by reading lase
vkt s Sears Hoehaock . caralopase; s
e @ possum and liked i has cis-
e s live g with @ dull ke amd
his wrung a checken's neck with his
rrarn homneds; s leamned ar bease @ few
chords om a ficldle 2nd a poitar; s
treedd i Buee @ shasecrogper’s dasph.
ter o the woods lor mischicvous
purposcs; has watched a msan who
succecded in gloing just thar have his
sins washed avay in the Blood of ghe
Lamdy in a bapitsm in a muddy creek;
hias been kicked by a mesan mileh cow
and Kicked her back: has drunk
busthead Hkker knamwing full well iz
rmight kil him; has wished the nest
tlay it hacl kiled bhim; has watched a
neighbors house burn down: bas
dramn a knife o an cidversarny in lear
amud anger; has halFsoded his only paie
ol abhomes wiith d tire-repair kit has pose
imbcra decp dark weedl toger out g deadd
chicken that had fallen ing has wasted
bezide @ dusty moad in the midday
hizar, hewping the B, F 13 posiman sl
hing soimie longescove red iremordered
frosm thes camlogue: has been i close
quarters with a snake. has, in thirsty
chespertion, drenk wager thar worked
alive with masquita Lirvae callad
wigrzletails: has caten sardines out of o
it weitl dadicke: s killied a cat just fos
Pha Pl asl o Teas GeB like aomigpeer was
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mistroated bt v sdraicd bosay so; has
sjepped in the droppangs of s chicken
ard mast reslby cared: has beeocheined
by semmae o Be worked haed Bae; has
o o P an sundosn Decause b
comtld n loryger endare the creshing
imcelation: bis vidsben a barchack mile
three miles o visil a pury giel who
waited in aclean, flimsy cotron dnes—
untless he has done these things, he
cannog wnderstand what i was like in
oy Soaith.

In “Blind Yengeance” Jenkins has
gone back o the Deep South to recon-
struce the 1989 mail bombings that
kilbed o federal appeals court judge in
Alabama and a civil rights asormey in
Creorgia. He doesn’t stop there, He
shwrws hicew the crime L,‘]'ritl:lll:li:ﬁl.‘l;lﬂllll;‘h
ol thie Wew South=the bomber, Walter
Lerow Moody Jr., who blamed sociery
for his failures; the judge, Bobert Smith
Yanoe of Birmingham, who realized
political change was necessary, and the
civil rights attomey, Robert Bobinson
of Savannmah, who, despite his black
skin, had become respected in the sep-
regated sociery.

Jenking, a 19405 Micman Felbow, now
retired bt st ivingdn Baltimeoere, dem-
omatrates his reporterial skill, as woell as
his knowledge of the 5outh, as he re-
comstucts the Hves of the thres prindl-
pals Wisely, he also uses a clear, straight
decharative style in telling the siory of
this crime:,

Homeer, like so0 many others thiese
days, this book could hipve been aided
by better editing, For example, Repre-
senbative | Parncl Thomas was froan
Mew lemsey, not Kentucky, amd the pros-
cvutor called the first witness afier the
opening, mol the closing, stuemants.

But these are minor Aawes, “Rlind
Vengeance ™ 15 a good book and should
provide valuable backgronnd fore port-
crs assigned o the upcoming
Unabomleer trial. W—rif

About Journalism

America®s Cowrt: The Supreme Coarn
and the People, Barrets MoGiurn, Ful-
crum Publishing, 208 Pages, 327 95

Elack Journalists: The NABJ Story,
new edition Wavng Dawkins. August
Press. 2TH Papes, 814

Farrakhan Factor, The: African
American Wrirers on Leadership, Ma-
tionhood and Minister Louis
Farrakhan Amy Alexander, Editor
Grove Press, 320 Pages, $24.

Fighting for the First Amvendment:
Stanton of CBS vs, Congress ancd the
Nixon White Howse. Corydon B Dun-
ham I-"r,lrgrr. 23N 'F‘Jbl_ﬂ-u. 521405

Free Speech in lis Forgotien Years.
Pnpvid M. Kabban, Cambridoe Univer-
sily Press, 404 Pages. §34.95,

Gender Violence and the Press: The
5t Kizito Story. HL Leslie Steeves, Ohdo
Undversity Press. 176 Pages. S17 9%

Historical Dictionary of War Jour-
nalism. Mitchel P. Hoth, Greenweood
Press. 490 Pages. $85.

Moral Reasoning for Journalisis:
Cases and Commentary. Steven R,
Enowlion. Pracger Publishers, 240

Pages. §59.95 he, §19.95 ph.

Press Freedom and Development: A
Research Guide and Selected Bibli-
ography. Clemenie E Asanee comygiber.
Gireenwins] Pross. 232 Papes. 875,

Reporting on Risks: The Practice an
Ethics of Health and Safety Commu-
nication. Jim Williswith Albert Adelowen
Olkunache, Pricger, 2940 Pages. 565 he,
£24.95 pb,

Writing News for Television. Victorii
MoeCuallough Carrall, Toawva Seate Limis
versity Press, 3k Pages. LEER S |
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Misconceptions About Single Mothers

O Ovor O Ulnrcwrried Motherhood in America

Melissd Ludike

Random House, 405 Pages, 525 95,

By Dare Merzacarea

clissa Ludike begins *On Our

Own” with an intensely, al-

st F:tin'l'u“]-' pErs anal sEOFY
She's nearly 40, and shae weamis i childd
"Dhvorced, childbess and on my oan,”
she writes with brutal honesty in the
pn:l-luﬂui_‘ of this evoscutive anicd readable
bk, | wanted moee than anvihing o
brcome a mother” 50 she akes the
repder mto her own heant and into the
kitchen of her family's home as her
pitrens—waeorricdly, lovinghy and in che
end soeadfastlv—ommne 1o support her
decision to have a child sidthout a hus-
.

A bormer correspondent lor Time
andl Sports Tustrabed (e first dees
attention by suing Major League Tase-
Tl meeweoamen cow ko pet eoual acoess o
locker rooms), Ludtke departs guine
deliberately from the waditional jour-
nalistic mode of detached observer to
tell of her own expedences and those
af other unmarricd masthers (Ludike
achopred @ livde girl from China an age
A). In eomnpiling this invaluable con-
tribsuticn po our understanding of the
phenomenon of single mothechood,
Ludtke conducts an illuminanng towr
af the profound social and maoral
changes thar kave occurmed over the
past genecation, as plaved out in the
lives of more than 30women, including
hersell She alternates her intimate and
revealing accounts of thedr daily lives
with both expert cl;rmn'll:l‘ll.urg,'u.mitn:n-
chant social history,

In Ludtke's lifetime, the face of the
Amrwerican family haos been ponsfonmed
She deseribes her own childbiood, pic-
ture pecfectin suburban Missachuscrs,
Dad arwork, Mom athome, she amd hee
siblimgzs free to rosum thetr idyvlbie small
o Lo the tny woeld that oy chdld-
hood eyes could see, | knew that a
famitly was what we had,” she writes.
Buitit's gworld that, for better orworse,

s past. Most children growing wp po-
iy, 4 single-parent bouse hobd s or o,
will mever know the feeling of coming
hiomies frommn sehool to find Mom athomne,
wiiting, with a snack already on the
tahle. Families aoith Mom and Dad andd
children are but one-fourth of voeday's
howsehobds, and evenin those Bimilics,
bwaich p.ill'l:'|1|.ﬁ |_|.'|.||:|]|:|.' Tealel eloveen i|::||'|f-..

Irv 19540, juesi fomr prerceni ol chail-
-|,|r|'.'l| whrre |'_:u_|-|'.|1 T4 ] ul'llllirl"il;d WO,
and most of those were adopled and
ratsed by couples. Today, an astonish-
g one-third of all hirths are out of
woedbock. I the wend continues wn-
abatcd—there s some evidenoe thae it
Is beginning wo slow down—ithe figure
will be one-half within the next decade
The implicitions of this are mind-bog-
ling. She quotes Senator Doandel Pareick
Moyndham: "The species has no expen-
cnce with this” Amd these fgures do
nod even account for divorce. In the
mulcd-500's, Ludoke re pons, slightly more
than half the children in single-family
hewmes weare: bsorern te never=marriccl, s
uppu;mwl o dlivoroed, mothers.

She focuses on two ends of 1he spec-
trum; half ber subjecs are tecnagers
andd, by and large, poor; half are older
women who want ehildren bur have
gbvenn up caneloding soowirthin scable, full-
tirne reladionships. Her soorytelling is
affecting and her research nchly de-
talledd. Most of the obder women are
single mothers by choice, or, at least,
their pregnancy was planned, But
choice iz @ relative term, She points out
that more teems aren's geiting pregnant

Lhale Meazasagpnt, Nicwaan Fellme 1991, Ins
beent w reporier bt The Pheladelplia Inguieer
arce 397 and ey rovered educarion e
FORA S ar the ringle mutiver of Mattiers,
I gty ol

MELIESA LUDTEKE

LI PR E T
O THERHEIENE. - -

O VVIN

tham 40 years ago—the opposite s
truc—but fewer of them are getting
rmarriee Hur|11|:1x|!'!.'|:-|,.|||“I!|:'|:::1u.].|;,|._:r.'1w|'|.n
bgive advililren our of lwl.'vl.U:r:.'k, -
ception or the lack of i is nog the issoe
ar all, She quotes Marion Wrighe
Edelman of the Children's Defense
Fundl: “The best contraception 5 a real
futnare

Take the 1 7vear-odd she calls Myicka,
alveady the mother of a pwo-vear-obd
and pregnant again. Her osen maother
didn't puarry her father, A seepfather
abused her. She was raised in poverty,
saw no purpose weschool, When Ludoke
asks her if she thought of marmying the
father of her children—a young man
with no job, prospeces or high-school
diploma, whio nevertheless wants o
et marmied—she describes Myieka's
reaction: “Her rown eves bulge with
imcredulity thae e even ask her such a
rickivualows question.” She's exacily the
kind of yvoung woman for whom chil-
dren offer the only chance ar accoan-
pliskuing soancthing

While many of the adolescent moth-
s e repeating panerns of thelr own
livess, the obder weomen, ke Ludike
herself, are usually departing from the
micre fraditicnal litessvies inahich they
grew up. The support of Ludtke's own

Micman Reports £ Wineer 1997 79



prarenis for her ultimate decision al-
most twens ineg 8 deterrent: any child
shiz woulld raise by hersellwoukbd never
have that kind of priceless support sys-
e, It's 2 rin.h:y business 1o Bt thar
persoml in atempting w deal with
such 2 massive and complex opic, b
Luclike docs so successfully. Inpring-
ing her own story indelibly in the
reader's mind makes what follows all
the more memorible,

Her accowunts of the women's emo-
onmal lives and thoughis are unspur-
ing, often unseiling. Her pictures, by
and I e, af the men in their lives are

Panama Withdraws
Expulsion Order

Geestavo Gorriti, a 1986 Nieman Fellow
wha is Assaciae Editor of Parama's La
Prensa, was ordercd out of Pandma by
August 29, after his one-year work permig
expired.

Gorriti's deportation coder came afier La
Prensa published his serics alleging hat
the Cali drug cartel was Lndering money
through a Panamanisn hank and that a
Colombdan trafficker contribeted $51,000
i the election campaign of Pansenanian
President Emesio Pérer Balludares,

The Panamanian government denled thas
Gorriti, 2 Peravian, was asked to Jeave
because of the articles, b said thar Lahor
laws prohibit foredgners from holding
senoe positions i the medic

listead of leming the country, Gorriti
e gt the office of L Prensa, where
he stayed day and night, In September, the
newspaper's lowyers held off the deporta-
tion with an injunction hid to Panama’s
supreme G,

The imypasse was resehwed in mid-Oaioher
when Labor Minister Milchel] Doens
extended Gorri's work permit. The
Miami Herald reported il Panananian
offficials said thar thev had leamed of 2
plod by Perwian intelliperice sgent o
aszassinabe Gorrldl, and that Panama miy
heawve grdered him oot of the coumiry so
the killing wonld happen elsewhere,
Goerid, in 2 Washingon Post story, ikl
“Thew diddn’t wami thedr lawns sprinkled
with iy heains.” W
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erpaubling,

Men do not come off well in this
book. Theirvoices are limited, alihough
not absent, and when they do speak;,
it"s their selfishness amd inability o
cope with responsibility that leave the
micst inclelibic impressdon.

i rI.H_I!." imistherhood is a4 :ﬂL‘ﬂL‘Il!‘L]; Al
cial reality of owe e, one that re-
yuires rethinking evervthing from pub-
lic policy ioexpecttlons in Curpersorn |
relaticnships e our codes of morality,
Yer, Ludike arpues. the media perpétu-
ates misconceptions about this and the
political debate is rivial. Policymakers
are more concerned about condermn-
gz "immoral” behavior and seeking 1o
avonde] the EXpeTe il rax chollars for
welfare than they are abour the reisons
whey 5o many poor young women have
babies, or the impact on the childeen
irvonlved, She reaches th]l]udgn'ﬂ.‘nr:i:
“Irvspemac] of designing iselfl in ways that
womld weleome and embirace ls yoang:
st members” she writes, “American
snciety sings lullabies about s concern
for children withour actually investing
cnough resources in familv-focused
suppores.”

Mo doses the media gt off the hook,
She noes that the media have much
e intenest in the older, betieraedo.
cated, unmarricd mother than in the
less educated, poorer and vounger
women who., by far, have much hegher
rates of bearing children out of wed-
lowck. Witrsess the Fnl.'l'l:.r.].' aroinegd Vice
Fresichent Dan Ql.l:u:,-lrzl'h d emunciagon
ol Hl,lrl:nh'!.' Broswn a [ow VCArs back,
whiich, in some ways, peeounted for the
most concentraied amenticn the sub-
ject has received from the mainstrenm
iz

Apropos to her subject, she takes an
approach that s more involved—maone
feomale, iF vl will, |I'I1‘\'l_'l'l.ﬂ'|:¢l' Fr:rrur-.in:q
miat juase e the relationsbips the women
hawe, but on her ﬂ,'l:lil::lﬂ!’ihll.‘!l 1o her
subjects—and itis an approach tharthe
mainstream press coukd vse more of,
FHerbaok is a lesson thar objectivicy and
detachment doe’t have (o be the same
thing, and that intensely personal
storyielling coupled with sodid research
can illuminate o topic in ways that mores
rescliional journalism may not, B

— B
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A Reader’s View

Freelancing Abroad

By MURRAY SEEGER

With publishers, edivors and the big broadcasters reto-
cusing on domestic news, the opportunitics for getting
a job as a real, trench-costed overseas reporter are limined,

“All right, §will be a freelance, il find a spor thag the big
by and grivls are ignoring and Feill sell enough pring amd air
pieces to pay for rent and food and sl show them wiat they
are missing.”

Those who have been there and have done that sigh over
the nowice's naivets, Nao, rn,'.l,'|=|.nq:ir|]:|; i% EYICMTYIm o stary-
ing, capecially in foreign climes.

Srill, there are bald men and women who ke their life
savings ind invest in their own chances of making it overseas
with no certain employmene. Maybe they knowe the story of
Art Buchwald, who justwalked into The Invernational Herald
Tribune and offcred to work without pay or, more recently,
Willkam Droediak. who wen to Europe wo play basketball and
evolved into a ficst<class correspondent for The Washingon
Posr

Ferhaps they have heard of reporrers who o oo Cenral
America before edimors discovered big, U5 -related stories
were gestaning there. There have been other lucky freclancers
whohappened tobe in place when Bwanda, Zaire and Bosnia
bocame page one news,

Unfortunately, these stores are the rarities. More come-
mon are the tales of journalises who ser ocut w0 lunch
overseas careers with little preparition bt tots of optimism
pnd hubris, Brussels regulardy atracts hopefuls as a likely
place 1o scrape out a living: capital of Europe, home of the
European Union, NATO and many Amencan companics,

still, many organications avoid stationing people in Brus-
sels Becawse i s too clivse oo Pans, Bonn and London; oo
expensive, and not productive enough of stoces for Amers-
can audiences o warrant a full-time smaffer.

0noany given day, newoomers wilk inm press bars in
Brussels or Geneva, another popular tanger for freclancers,
and mect reporters who have already staked out the territory,
The newoommers ger chilly welcomes, even afrer paying for
drinks, for they are seen as rivals for the few paving opportu-
nithes that develop in those wwns,

These pitfalls and the attractions of freelancing overses
are chescribed in g handy little paperback, “The World on A
Strings: How to Become a Preelance Foreign Correspondent”
{$12.95), published by Henry Holt & Co, Al Goodman ancd

S o, vou want to be a foreign commespondent. Fatchance.

John Pollack used ther own expericnces in Madrd and ales
fromn many other freclancers 1o illusirace their story,

“Those journalisis willing vo head abroad on thelde owm can
and do find grear opporiundtes,” the authors assert, “Steady
wirk as a freelance foreign correspondent is challenging,
ressarding and available right mow, With @ lisde imagination
and carchul planning, an cscape from Plainville coukd be just
arcund the comer.”

Pollack escaped from Mainville, Conn., to sct up shop in
Madrid, where Goodman was already working a handful of
strings. They tell of others who followed their dreams over-
seqs and managed to surdive when they were in the righa
place when an imponant story developed.

The authors give good advice on the kind of equipment a
modern reporter needs overseas and on the various detils
that must be aken care of such as bank accounis, Bur they
dodge some of the issucs thae can change an opeimisEc,
hopeful correspondent into an angry, frustated, wnem-
ployved reporter.

They recommend that freclancers “be discreer™ when
asking about visas and work permits for foreign countries,
Irquire by telephone, they sy, and do oot give your name,
“This way, il vou must apply for 2 towris visa becanse thar's
the only practical means of geing inio the country, nobody's
the wiser about your intentions.”

B there are many counirics (Singapore, Indonesia Nige-
riad) that are very stlcky aboat such males and ke it seriowshy
when journalists—particularty freelancers—bend or break
them. Many ofus have done that just as some have purchased
visas from cormupt clerks, But this is a dangerous game,

Pollack and Goodnan exaggperate the rewards imgplicit in
overseas reporting and minimize the risks, Too many Ameri-
cans believe that the Fiest Amendment will protect them any
place in the worll, They need o know. there are many
governments that do not want reportecs wandering around
theeir purt and that “freelance journaliss™ is often 3 disguise for
a chardatan.

Sure, take your chances, but read further oo bewer under-
starel the risks you will face overseas. And hold on w your
return aie toker. B

Murray Seeger, a0 T2 Neormar Friloun, eaches ar Oreornge Waibingion

Elrrvernify.
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LETTERS

The Faith of Journalists: Agnosticism and Power

W A TR

“The Fadth of Joumalists” was abso-
lutely engrossing, | came away from
this superh issue (MNieman Heporss, Fall
1997y wclmining the courage and self-
searching honesty of the contribapors,
starting—bhut hardly ending—wanith
Steve Benson, Chris Hedges and
Michael White,

Dhesprite the diversity of these beliey-
ers amd non-helievers, their jowrnalis-
tic professiomalism has, ik secms o mce,
a coanmed e meminaner: agnosticism
toweand povwer amnd all who wicld i In
sayving this, I should own up 0 being
apnostic mysclf, In my private as well s
in my professional lif,

Agnosticism was my conscious
charice, Divscle i long ago, the resule, at
least in part, of the influence of my
Fathier, As g bose of 11, i what 5 fow
Linhuamin, he wold me, he came home
froom Hebrew sebhiood one day and puta
question to his father: Is it really froe
that Jlonah lived in a whaler My
grandivther’s response wis to beat him
up O the spot, Dad tobld me, he be-
ciamg anatheis; and despite his bove of
the [ewish hertage. which, 1o his sor-
o, b Believed could naot But wather
and dic if severed from the nourish-
mvenl of s religeous roots, he rematned
oing wntil bis last hreath, Atheism de-
mranded its omn form off Faith, as | sow
it TEweas el for o, Jusst as | could mot
reconcile the idea of a kKimd, loving and
mereiful Gosed with the world as it is, 50
could | mot dismiss the notion of scme
kind of supermatural cocative force. Ag-
nosticism, howeser unsatishing, 1 -
nally todd Dad, suired me, as o reporter
and ax a person, just fine.

Eugene Patterson and Philip Gailey
recalled hos mosl of organlzed ecli-
ghom in the Sowth shamefully shunnéed
the covil eights movement. A eelated
point needs o be made: to this day,
organized religien—ithe religious right,
in partcular—maintaing a rarely bro-
kem silence ghout corporate miseon-
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et andd crimee that kills, injures, sick-
ens anid robs huge numbers of people,
andl that ravages the environment. This
i @ point U've boen making at cvery
aopportunity bor at least 35 years, as
illasarared by the fodlowing cxcerpt from
a kevter of mine to the Columbin fowr-
malism Review, puldishcd in 1993

“Doy elecironm :.:1:1.1#[;'51.‘- ever al-
dress the moral and religious implica-
tioms for the ceo who kills people—
perhaps mcluding the preacher’s own
forl lomvera—hy knowingly marketing
unsafe prodducts? O who intentionally
aclls such products o forelgners bat
nent g Americans? Or who deliberately
cyposcs his emplovees o avoldable
health and safiety haeands? U'd be pleased
if any CIR reader could cite evidence
that Par Roberson o ofher television
preachers disouss corporabe crime amd
misconduct, bad | confess Ud alsa be
sucprised e hear thar they do, Cone
sicler what 1 owas mold in 1985 by Rice
University sociobogist D William
Martin, a former minister of the
Churches of Christ, for my ook At Any
Cost: Corporte Gresd, Women, amd
the: Dralkon Shiehd” (the imliciemsd para-
graph was omitted from my letter o
CIi):

*I have listened to radio and televie
sigrl evangelisg for over twenty vears. |
miay have missed something, but L ean't
reecall a4 single instance of their having
aclelreseael the isseee ol sin o erime or
malfeasance committed by otheravise
Al pecple as a consegquence of their
ocoupatienal roles.

“Treditionally, of course, they have
concentrated on the sell-known cana-
o of peersonal sim—aloohol and dnog
abse, illicir sexual behavior, gambling
anad so forth, Inorecent vears, they have
railed an the nlll:lr[u'rll'l'll'l'_l;:u of imsrine-
tions, but they seem to think these
rlrr:.hln:-_'my can be cured simply by stafl-
ing the institutions in gquestion with
boren-again Cheistians.

“For wharever reasons, they show
little evidenee of ]'Ill.':iIIE aware o he
structural faciors—For example, the
need o show a peofit, the desire
keep or improve one's poaition in the
instrureen. .or the distince bemween
one's decisions and  those who are
harmed by them—ithat cause cthe rwise
e i O weoaTen Uo act i imaeoral
Ways,”

In's Fowe years later. | have vet to hear
thie first dissenting waond

Mowtorn Mz

The wrriter, o Tied Nierreeirs Fefloe,
is a retived correspondent of The Wish-
imgton Post

Shocking for Frankness

Sy MPaunas
some of the picoes [on the Faith of
Jerurmalises] were shocking for their
frankness—particulardy the iren by Alan
1. Borsuk. Dwas stunned when be wroone
thar he simply walked away frem che
year's most important stoey S thar he
coaild vhaerve the Sabbath, %What if ev-
cry Christian newsman decided 1o stop
working on Sundays?

Firss Borsuk admits that he was nos
am observan I_Il:"l:l.' wheen e josinecd the
paper, turning wholly Orthodox only
later. Suddenly his @ith became more
important than his cbligation to his
newspaprer, an attitude Lean'teondone,
Then he makes a poidne of stressing tha
his religion docs mor incerdfere in his
wark, re porting anc writing, But @ doubs
i It omay nor hinder his tasks con-
sepously bugben ipdoes unconsciousiy,
1 always feln thar extremism in anvthing
i% pernicious,

Diherauthors in this issue also stress
that they remain objective in spite of
their faith or lack of in, Dot after reading



the entire sswe. and |!||:i|:||,; aware ol
human e, [ think e s victeeally
imypassible for anvone w be wholly
wbpesctive, ne metter hiosar hacd one inies
The other article thar had my cyes
ghued to the text was “Good-bve o
Coonel,™ by Stewe Benson. A bie radical
and extreme—yet Benson also muded
bimmsell fully amd |admined che candid
Wiy i whiich he statecd his ISR RRE
Phifin Ceeprivlo
Vi poriter fe a lovg-time Awevican
Jeaeireatlist dfivdrg in Sao Palo, Brasil

Good-bye to God

KoLy

Ag oan Americon and a student of
journalism, 1 fully support Steve
Berson's right to express himsclf, Five
vears ago, | owould have written this
letrer with wasrdls of rapge and conderm-
namon for him, but when | eead this
article, 1| felr, more than anything, o
profound sacness,

This artcle was in stark conirast i
the gemerally positive tome inovour Fall
volume. Bui I'm glad you included i
As a regularly amending Bapuise, 1 hear
whispers of scandal and controversy
within my congrepatinn and denomi-
nation regulardy. But 1 have come tothe
condlusion that churchmoers frequenitly
are not marally superior o anyone
else. However, for the most part, they
recognize their frallvies and thelr necd
foar eoramanal SLIpIporE andl l't'l::ll;'n'lp-
Eior,

My religious background is most
nearly 180 degrees from Benson's, |
wis raised as an onby child i & maoral,
Biwir wvct clivre fegodng Bamily. | elidl mos
spart regilarly ancnding chareh il
the 8ch grade. Laver, ehose i anend a
religiously affilizred wndversity foe my
underpraduate cducation. Most of vy
refigious enculturation was of my o
choosing.

I believe thar when people come i
faith of chedr own choosing, they Fre-
quenily hove o more positive amtinde
abwount i tham when they are immersed
intn a culiure in which they had no
chaoice but o participate.

LETTERS

His Manker implicaton of orgs-
ke religron s Beings thae principal
coemy of mowal progreess in the
winrld " is a rather harsh and vieeiolic
condemination based more, [ helieve,
o his peeEitive expeniencess within
the Mormen church. than what is the
riitlity

I am not erving to make a pitch to
Fienson o pein a congregatiom, bot |
write: i the hope that b will bave a
more cpeen mined abot the positive
traits aof orgenived religion and the
pertemiiil good it ean do for commi
rtics and individuals,

Felivard A Sotnches

The wwiter, a receni greduate of
frerplor Elhudeersity, 0 o cenadiolale,
M5 Cowerrreefoations, Mrlversiny of
Femmessee, Knorerdffe

McVeigh Trial Press
Not Pack of ‘Wolves'

Liksven
Az a pevson who has spent teo
vears getting sunburned, bug-lhoen,
muddy, and loston dire roads dhiarare
not on the map, orving oo find oo
more about the people behind the
Okdaboma Ciry bornbing. | was sur.
prised to read in the article by Dick |,
Reavis ["Understanding Timothy
McVeigh,” Fall 1997 that “The sover-
cign, solitary and sometimes (diosyn-
eratic reporter has been repliced by
thes pack,” amd thar “originality, dog-
gedness and passion are passé” |
LS Ty eclitors at The New York
Tirmves dicdn't get the word. Neither
did other newspaper, magarine, tele
vistor, and  saecdio FCpOriers wliome
tracks 1 have crossed along the way,
[ have gone alone, on many an
aocasiomn, 1 speak with people who,
if o besbieve what they weite and say,
wonld just as soon shoot me, sl was
wimwtzed thar Mr. Reavis fel ir neces-
sary to enter one of the most heavily
puarded buildings in this nation, the
Meenvver Pederal courthouse, inoa van
with covered windomws, The men and
wonmen out front were nat “wolves,”
viswal or othersdse, Some of us were
WL LIr e an liewee oy get in, [ thiers were
phiotographers and clecinonie meadia

erews confined in all kinds of weather
it Fenced area designared by the court

Any ol wes wranledl have alked wdith Mr

Resavia, aned Telor oot thik in wonild Dave
tiken a pocket sciemtist o figure o
that we were ol the poser lunch
barch.

There are trends in fournalsm that
wonry e, ard Mr. Reavis hiton scome of
them. Bur the shooa-frome-rhe-hip soele
hie writicized is just wiat he has used,
Blasting ws withaat bothering to speak
tix s about what woe've expericnced or
whait we're daoing,

As Mr. Heavis observed aboue the
siege al Wico, peophe and events are
not abways as they appear. The Okl
hoara City Boambsings drial vwas mot the CF,
1. Sireprson pril,

And the story leading up w the
Moveigh il was one of terrible pain
that some of the Oklahoma journalisis,
of which | am ot one, have shared for
mere than tao years, Ooe of the many
Oklahoama journalisss | have come 1o
respect and admire, a devored parcent
whao is haunted by the suffering in this
case but will not wealk avway from it, has
chiledren who now describe themse ves
as bombing victims, Mr. Heavis should
noc atack us withour cawse.

He should dinect his remarks v the
peaple who have it coming

Jo Thomes

o Thawris, a0 Newe Yorde Tieres
corresponcertd, s a 1971 Nienwan
Fedfo

Big-time Journalism

Eoniiserin., Maokians

Timothy McVedgh's state of mind has
been appradsed by dozens of writers
and broadcasters. All concluded that
MoVelgh was a primitive and nguiry
intoy what led him o the destroction of
the: main fedenal building in Okdahoma
City weas a fool’s errand

Movae alongg comes the fall edition of
Mieman Reports and in it Thick Reawvis
takes a peek into the mind of McVeigh
While he is ;|1|.':'kir|5_ b bisoekes alsey inio
the minds that run American jowrnal-
=i,

It rieens ol that somenling wis o
@ o o e miod of the dynamiter and
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nothing much i the minds of te lopds
of American journalism,

Cueete o o is going e in the mind of
Wi, Reavis. Too muach, Tmuste gather, to
fin invo the wodkings of big-tme jour-
nalism. He was Scnior Edivor of the
Texas Monthly, a journal quire ofien
distinguished by it flazh in the brain-
pan and by its honest and groand-level
reporting. But the Texas Monthly was
oot distinguishied by its number of sub-
scribers, or by irs count of wl pages or
by the enthusiasm with which it was
greeted by the men who run ehings. Mr.
Raeavis was 2 MNienwin Fellow, class of
195MF. . ...

A bit cranky abowt work in the jour-
nalesm of the Mincties, be savs; “Though
my checision rosnuhand upbeasd former
preers was made in Denver [where he
had gone as a witness inthe McVeigh
teial]. my atdmde anredared the orfal, Tt
had raken root in the years surrouand-
ing the reign of Carles Salings, when |
wrote extensive by, and against the grain,
abowt Mexicn, Salinas, the press told us
agaim and again, was Mexico's
sivior. . Flitors and investors authored
[the desctrine| in offices Fr from the
scene, The press gor Mexicoo wrong—
that is discreetly conceded today—ancd
yet heads did not rodl in the news-
PLAWTES. ..

My Mexico suspicions woene reine
Fomreed by whant Hearmed absous Wace. 0

What [ assumiecl—aned Mr, Besvis cors
rohorates—was that the ultimane judg-
mesne on Movielgh's guile was made be-
fowe the regiments of journalists were
dispatched vo his vrial, Whar passes for
crises in Amaerican journalism ooday
pecurs when a pournalist bucks the lime
and tells the wruth as he uncovers . A
rare eveni indeed, Or when—almost as
rarelv—uwhen civilians fail to take their
directions. That = what happened in
phe 0, 1, Sim peecn crimyinal trial. A jury—
though over and over bombardied with
guiclance in the air waves and the
primted newspring=—listened o the evis
dence and acouitted.

My mind goes back 1o the fall of
Commumism in Kussia, That was an-
other when the American press spoke
as ome, What it saicl, “Commuanism is a
fallure, Believe inirand vou end upon
the rocks.”
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Clarifying Whittaker Chambers

Coavmmmsn, Mass,

[ appreciated vour book review of
thae Biography of Whittaker Chambers,
“Thi: Man Bchind the Alger Hiss Case:
Wha Was He*" ..

[ thought your ceview was cogeent
anid clarifying

I never knew Whittaker Chambers,
bt el moan chivube bis accoun, differing
in this respect from most of my Hamard
Caollege Geculty colleagues, 1 assumed
thatt it b taken counge for Whittaker
Chambers o change siles, in ferms of
tha: dlanger of attick from active Com-
LSS,

In the Marvard College and mare
glc'nl;nl intellectoal milieo ar the dme,
it was Chambers who o was the willain
arucd MHI.’F Hiss swho was the endin-
gered bero, “Girear Day Coming, ™ among
its other contribonons, makes that con-
spcHarion vivid

You have manapged o compress a
great dieal ineo a relatively small space,
amd 1 am gravefol w you,

Davld Rlesman

iy, Rieswran i Henry Ford T Profes-

sor of Socfal Sciences Soveriins
Harvard University

Which is tree. Bur ir wouold have
becie more helpful 1o have the larger
truth. Which is, "Regimented thinking
s wrong. Believe any =m—including
Hussian Communism or Amenican Capi-
talism—uo thie extent that dowbts abow
it chon'c enter your mind, amd youw'll
wreek.”

In Washingian, there are grumblings
thitt Represeniiive Gephardi, the bead-
ing Demccrat in the House, was betray-
ing something when he opposed the
President, who was really three-fifths
Eepublican,

Across the West, bellyaching grew
louderagainst the Indians—why should
they enjoy wlvantages non available oo
others? The answer is they were here
first, they owned the entire continent,
ancd gave it over to the Buropeans a8 a
resule of Beuie foree and fraod,

The answertothose apoplectc about
the demands of the Negroes will §n-
clude thar they came in chalns, o ac-
cormmsdations no first class and thai—
once they got here—were hebd and
then in a sort of semi-shvery, They did
an immense porion of the nation’s
work, including an even more outsized
portion of its dirtiest waork. Then they,
beoer late than never, demanded ree-
I::IIIIFEI.'D.-I"

For the poor of every color, you take
away (he fedecal guacangee of soingy
S PO, PUIT G OVET B0 D COTHITa-
ticms o loarn job skills and tuen “cen
lowse 1o seck jobs whee wene weren't

JII:|-'.

For the worker, you have advantaged
the employers emormously in their
strugele against the unions. Then you
ceow about the vanishing membership
ol the widoms. You hive taken the pen-
stons and turned "em inve marks tha
yvou can play the marker with. You man-
aged thushy fo turm every American nto
A capitalist, of soms. Whether he was
comfartablde in thatrole or mot. Whether
he made or lost money.

A decidedly minor guessing game
right mow is, What name would vou
give the decade?

Pl call v the Twenties

Patvick Choers

T aordver, of the Nigrian class of

T, is e formeer chvief editorial woriter

af Newsday, He freelances from
Keedesprell, Mimiieima

Letters

Wieman Repons welcomes leters
fronm readers commenting onor
artiches and jourmilism in general,
Please address them o The Edi-
tor, Mieman Repons, 1 Francis Av-
enwe, Cambridge, MA 02138, or
send them by E-mail to
nrediveri Harvard edu



Perils of the Digital Camera Age_

By Frang Van Rirer

1 o point during my long ca-

FEEr 3% I MEWSEPer Feporier,

The Draily Mews of New York—
my home for more than 20 years—
made & boncheaded move,

In the late T00s, faced with o dwin-
:||.|l!|gq.'i.!'|.'l.||.ali| i b s fﬂﬁngc{m-
peuniomn feoom such altermonn papers
as The New York Postand Newsday of
Long Island, The Deaily Mews—a morn-
ing paper that at the time was also the
larpesst daily newspaper i the cmin-
try—decided o publish an afiernoon
coition

Until then, my fellow reporters and
1 normally wosuled hive all day tocover
our beats, then write cur storics in
plenty of time for the first editon
deadline that evening, Mow, with a
MM praper looming, The News would
be publishing virtually “round the
clock. This raised the prospect of re-
porers having to write on the fiv for
the multple aftcenoon edition dead-
lines—then “wete-through these sto-
ries, inserting updaned information in
time bor the firstdeadline of the morm-
ing papeer. Bt it wouldn't end there.
There would have 1o be yet another
version of the same story, a weap-up
“overnight,” that would go into the
st edition of the next day's PM paper
the [I:I”IH\"I'I“ aﬂummanl to start the
l.'j-l'.'h: all ovver :I.H}l.il'l L a :najur STOTY,
with news |!rrL1.h'|1g it the might, a
reporier could wind up writing and
rewritng over the course of 12 to 15
hours, day after day.

O conirse, mianageomeni assured us
it wouldnn e Bike thar. “We Il use the
wires (AP, UPL Rewiers, e o dill the
P paper,” our edicors in New York
siticl, “You won't nogice a thing.”

CoMmpILED BY Lois Frore

Cridy it diddn't work our than Wity
Slowly, but inexoribly, the pressure

| imcreased on us 1o write for the PM

paper a5 well as for what we always
called the “real” [HEper. Afver all, we
WEre COVCIInRE the SLOrY ﬂ.n}w,r:.' ancl
mest of my colleagues fele as 1 did:
bownd o keepwriting. During the 1980
presicenial campalgn, for example, as
The Mewn White House Correspondent,
I was reduced to being a virnsal wire
senvice reporter, writing for every dead-
line in thie ever-humeny dual ews cvcle.

Irustczcd of acoually going wa rally or
speech by President Canter, 1 stayved
back in the press plane—with the
weres—and lstened to the gudio feed
piped back 1o us, so L ooukd pick up the
phone by oy seat and dictate o new
bead on deadline. (The wire services, it
shvot e bee vt slmvost abways double-
teamed, meaning not only that some-
one weorilod not have 1o cover peo news
cveles, but also that there would be
somesong pctually 1o witness an cvent—
and, most important., oo be there inthe
eveent of trouble )

Bruce Drake, my counterpart on the
Re-agan chimpxign, wis, Iranﬂhlng_ﬂ'\tn
more zealous never (o miss a deadline.
“Wie have the wires and Ferypce,” R:-:B_an
Preas beeretioy lim Brwdy joked as he
watched [.h".lh:frnTiﬂllh-’qf‘i:'tatinEn;:|'|.'|:r
the phone.

Working s a ome-man wine service, |
might as well have been listening to the
radic. Amd by the time 1 bad o write for
the “real” paper—the one that more
than amillion people eead—I often fels
written out and burned ong 10 wes
wily o cover 4 story. And, try as [ mighe
g prevent i, I'm sure the gquabioy of my
wirk sulfered,

NIEMAN NOTES

lare lase Gell, as thic *96 pn_'jirlq_-n['r.a]
Camprign dlrew 1o a close, a n—-vca“ng
lunch with three of my lormeer ool-
leagues—all of them photographers—
brought back 1o me all over again the
dizmal davs of The Dadly Mews's short-
lived afternonn “cxperment.” Conly this
time, the culprit was the same digial
technology that evervone and his
brother seem o be hailing these days as
thee greatest thing since rolled oats.

Cher crab cakes and steaks_ all theee
photographers emphasieed thar digial
cameras have revolutionied the rans-
mission and printing of news phooos.
Harry Hamburg of The Daily News,
wirth whiom I've logged more miles than
Lecan remember, was especially high on
digiral for it abdlity 1o free the shoster
from Faving to abways worry ifhis or hier
exposure ison the money orilthe color
remperamire of the light is right for the
“film.”

And, when speed is paramouant,
Harry declared, nothing can beart it. He
nobted that he was able o saon a
photographer in the outficld sears ac
Yarkee Stadium during the Amercan
League playolfs and have that shooter
rransmil digital pictures via phone di-
rectly from the outfield, Great images
mside it onto the sports pages licerally
wiithiti i ul:.'.-l—nlrrh:in.!_uhtu't ol aiech-
m:-l-:}gir.'al mirache we all rin iLFI_‘IEﬂ.‘[ll_I

Simmilar ﬂmughu. it |.1::|.' czaarne frosm
Faul Hosefros, senior Washington pho-
tographer for The New York Timaes and
Bill Auth, lab chicf for LS. Mews &
World Reporn.

But all three photojournalse also
reponed something clse thar was nol
sovwomeleriuls a tendency by thetr orga-
niitions to have photographers in the
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field shoot and transmit more piciures
than ever before, with what sometimes
seemed fo e a weant regand for con-
tent,

The rationale was distressinghy -
mialiar, Since the photographers were
there amyway, an the story=——and since
IS ss wes a0 easy—awhy nothasve
thenn shoot and teansmit damn near all
the vlme?

O mgzhe expect such an ardode
from my old paper—afrer all, we used
to call owrselees "Mew York's Pictore
Mewspaper”—or from a glossy maga-
wime like U5, Mews, always on the look-
ot for & striking color cover. But froam
the poosd gray Times?

."'i'.ll.Fl.:.'. Paul il VS,

Granted, 1 may be blowing this ot
of proportion or seeing a problem
where nong now exists, but | fear the
commputer, andd by extension s photos
graphic offspring, the digital camera,
can peocasily tuen news photographers
into mere condais of e data, mor
professionals paid 1o comwer a story with
A discerning and critical eve. Like the
Imteernet, the digital news camvera has
the disquieting potential to herald in
photography the elecironic rriwmph of
quaneiny over gualicy,

I couldn't help recalling our Late
friemd and colleague George Tames,
Paul's predecessor on The Times, Cov-
ering a story on the Hill or at the White
Howse, George: rarely carried more than
ame cimers, @ bstered old Nikon P
with a sportsfinder. And he never used
a motor deive He was content {o
squeere off a frame oF two—at just the
right mosncat—and capiure i o rc-
ture “the whole thing, the feeling aof a
hearing, the lecling of an event.™

This s mot oo say thar George's suc-
cessors arcn't dolng the same thing—
they are, But, in the clamaor for maore
auppug, more images, more of anything
that can be gobbled up and spat out
digitally with such humbling speed,
pros whio once prided themsehes on
thedr whilicy i see amd capure g telling
image mway wind up satisfving their
bosscs by shooting first o thinking
later. W

Frank Vaw Riper, 1975 Nieman Fellows, ira

phoragrapher ard writer
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Melvin Mencher's book, “The Savings
of Chadrman Mcel; Curmuadgeony Wis-
domn on the Cralt of Jowrnalisom,™ s
been published by The Poynter Ins-
ture for Media Smdies. The book is
ke with brief but clever and thought-
tul insights trom Moéncher, who has
tiawght ar the Columbia University
Graduate School of Journalism since
19634, For instance, a few chaprer head-
s "?ui:i:i:i!:-:::“ A weond andd the repler
presumes vou'ne stupid. You are;”
“IDon’r prust an expert;” ©Knew every-
thimg: ™ and, under “Don't miss g desd-
lime:® “The jourmalist™s chythm is at-
tumed i the seecpofthe clock's secand
band. If the copy doesn't make ihe
deadline, the public is uodnlormed. And
you may be owr of & job. S weiting
the stary on the scene, inothe ear,
or subway on the way back. When you
it divarn, you are ready to write.”

—1958—

Stanley Karnow’s latest book, “Paris
in the Fifties,” wis published in Ooio-
ber, Kamow recently revised his carlier
book, *Vietnam: A Tisoory,” His book,
“In e Images: America’s Empire inehe
Philippines,” was awarded the Pulitzer
Prie din Bisiory fn 1990,

—1960—

Peter Braestrap died of a hear anack
on Awguast 10 while on vacation in
Rockpenrt, Malne. He was 68 A the
time of his dearh, Bracsomn was Senior
Editor andd Direcior of Comniunications
for the Library of Congress in Washing-
Loarn,

Bracstrup had o long carcer as an
editor and war correspondent at news-
papers and mageines, including The
MNew York Times and The Washington
Post. He coverced the Vieomam War for
The Post angd later weote a pao-sodume
hook, “The Big Story,” about how the
American press coviened the 1968 Tet
{Mfensive. He bocame an authority on
the role of the press durng wartime,
writimg and giving speeches on the sub-
Jece, I 1973 he was a fellow m the
Woodrow Wilson Internarional Center
fow Schodars, While there, he conceived

| of the idea for The Wilson Quarterhy,

the generil inerest magazine of the
center, and was its founding editor,
Druiring his tenuee o became the irgest
circulating publication of s kind in
America, reaching a peak of 100,060
He stayed ar the Wilson Quarterly as
Editor until he moved 1o the Libeary of
Congress in 1989,

Barnin Manhattan, Bracstrup gradu-
ated from Yale University n 1951 wath
a degree im English literature. He is
survived by his wife, Sandra Newing,
his mother, Elsebet Braesirup, a sister,
chiklren, stepchildren, grandchildren,
and stepgrandchilcdren,

— I —

Muorray Seeger has been nmmed Ad-
junct Professor at the George Washing-
toon Liniversity louenalism Department.
I May and June, he spent four wecks
tegching joumalizm [ Migerda. Lasa
December be lecmured and met with
jourmalists in Papua, Mew Guinea, and
Imcliznesia. The forcign ventures were
speomsired by the United Stages Infor-
Eticn Agency,

—1964—

Robert C. Steyn died on October 16, at
Tl His Funeral service was held on
Oetoboer 22 at the Cromatoriom in
Maitkand, Cape Town, South Alrica, Four
South African Miemans were in aien-
dance, Lowis Loww ( 1967), Ted Dnan
(1874}, Andrew Drysdale [1975) and
Stewart Carlyle { 197.2), Steyn worked
for The Cape Argus as a polivkcal coree-
spondentand for the Universicy of Cape
Town. He later became the frst and
omly clerggyman for the Unitarian Church
in South Africa.

Bpevn is survived by his wile, Marie,
a son and a daughter, Condolences
ity b send bo Marie Sfeyn at 26 Yeoville
Foal, "l"rq::ll,:lur,fh:l [far.ﬂ;,: Traweny, Somuth
Afviea, ®001.

—1965—

Smith Hempsione's " Rogoe Ambassa-
dor,™ a memoir of his four remulmoas
vears (1080-04) as Georpge Bush's Am-
bassador o Kenva, was published (he-
tober 26. The book is an acoount of
Hempstone's strogele to expand de-



ATy in kKenvie anal rrowiihes an ine
sight into the Unitcd States inerven-
Eicary in Sommalic, wlach | I|'r||[n||:|r||.' LT T
the only official w oppose publicky.
Copdes can be abadned Insm the Uni-
VEISILY al the South Pross, 1-HIME-44G7-
1179 Hempaimo: wiis o syodicared
coduminist and Edbivor-in-Chict of The
Washinmgron Times

— 19—

Hodding Carter 111 hos becn clected
I::ﬂl.' trusiers 4:|I'1I|1-_|u-|111 Soanel fames |

Enight Fonnclation tosucceed Orgeed O
Black ps Presidont and CROY ellective
February 1, 19 He will alse be a
member of the Enighi Foundation
Board of Trusiees, Carter is Prosichent
of MainStreet, a TV pooduction comes
pany specializing i ndocumenismEes and
public affars television, and he is @
chief corvespomdent for the PES dooa-
ecntary serics, “Fromiine ™ He has eld
the BEmight Chair o Jowrnalism ar the
Universiny of Maryland since 1995, fio-
cusing on public affirs repoming, He ks
thee author of “The Heagan Years” and
"The South Strikes Back.” and has won
Four Emmy Awards lar his public affairs
television domumentaries

—10TR—

I'hnln}' Schechier has o new book CLEE,
“The More Yo Watch, the Less Yoo
Ko Ntwswm'[:.ul'll.\'lrrw.ﬂ I‘Iuwa_-'
MediaAdvenmures,” publishedby Seven
Sroies Press dn Moew York City, Schechiter
i co-founder and Executive Prodoece
of Globalvision, a New York-hased ele-
viston and flm company, where he
produced the award-winning series
“South Africa Now” and co-procuced
“Higghts & Wrongs: Humain Rights Tele-
visiom.” He hies produced and directed
many TV specials and independent
films, including “Beyond Life: Timothy
Lewry Lives,” “Sarapevo CGroound Fero,”
angd “Mandela in America,” “The More
You Watch™ is both autobiographical
andd an asalysis of how schechter fecls
the mvedia works and why it doesn't
work the way it should.

—IaRi—

Margot Adler's ook, “Herete’s Hewr:
A Jouwrney Through Spdric and Bevolu-

MIEMAN NOTE & |

Jim Thomson Retires from B.U.

Former Curator James ©. Thomson
{197 2-84) retired as Professor Emerioes
of history and jourmalism at Boston
University in August 1997, He remains
a Harvard officer, for his 31st vear, as
Msxoiciaie of the Fairbank Cenger for
East Asiun Research and plans to do
morewriting—"on L5, -Chinarelations,
memir stuff, and mavbe even the
press.” Jim's wife, Diana, who taught

tin,” has been published by Beacon
Press, Adler, New York correspondent
for Mational Pubilic Radio, writes abouw
her personal and political devdopoent
dhuring the intense cvents of the 19610,
including poditical @ctivism ar the Uni-
versity of California a1 Berkeley, civil
rights work in Mississippl, antiwar pro-
tests anid ahserving the socialise revola-
tecern dn Culba.

Alex Jones leh the job of host of Ma-
tinal Public Radio's “On The Media®
after Four years. The new host is Brian
Lehrer, whao for the past eight yesrs has
been the host of WNYC-AM's “On the
Line,” Jones says, 1 am very progd af
i the Media® amd | thimk we set oot o
thew .-ﬁ_l-;llll._'lllin“ i|:|1|1|::|r!:||1I W tric to
ook ar the press in 2 way thar was
I'|I.F'J-I'IH15|. |'H.'.|.'|.-|;I!|.':'I.li.|'q.'g anid sill FGxie, Wi
e also wo expladn how the very ba-
man codeavor of jouwrnalism scaally
nperates. | thinksometineswe oracked
the shell wnd let dn some lghe . °

—Bi—

Jacgueline Thomas has been naned
Editerial Page Editor of The Decrob
Mewes, Thoomas il been the paper's
Washington Bureau Chief

= | i

Jerelyvn Eddings has poined The Friee.
dom Forum as Directar ol the
Foungdation 's new Afelcan Conter, which
oprened in Novembaer in Jobanneshurg,
sotl africa. Eddings had been senior
wrriter for LS, News & Word Reporr,
cowering politics and wrends in Wash-
ingron and the South, She covercd Bob

Mieman fiction-writing seminrs, is re-
covering at home from two  difficul
yeiars of surgery (three operations) and
hospitalizations (stven), The Thomsons
have four grandchildren, thanks o
daughter Anne, a peychiatrise, and son
Larry, who teaches Englizh a3 4 Second
Language. They sull hve in their Cam-
bridge doll house with their two cats.

Dole®s presidential compaign amd was
the magarine s chicl congressional oor.
respondent in 1995 and 1996, Provi-
ously, Eddings worked for The Bali-
more Sun for 11 years as a repomer
coforial wrirer and columnist. and was
the paper's lohanneshurg Hureau Chief
from 1990 throweh 1995, Eddings ar-
ligr prowided special assignment cover
ape of Abrica, including reports on Bum-
ine and war in Ethiopia and the Sudan
Shebegan at U5, MNews & World Beport
in May 1903,

The Freedom Forum, estlslislied as
a monprofit oundition in 1991, also
hies intermational centers in Latin
america, Europe aned Asin,

— IR —

Carmmen Fields is Direcoor of Comma-
erications for Undved Wiy of Massacha-
setts Bay. Ficlds is also host and pro-
ducer for “Higher Ground,” a maonthly
show about rebigioas and cthical ds-
sues. which is shiosn on Boston's Chan-
mcl 7. Fields had been spokeswoman
for Syffolk District Aorney Ralph £
Martin 2d For Five :ri,-mland frram 198G
OF was co<biost of Channel 275 “Ten
O ek News ™

Im Seprember, Al May pdned the fae.
ulty af the School of Media and Public
AfFairs at George Washington Univer-
sy s Visiting Assoclate Professor [Ls
May's frst veaching job after a carcer as
a newspaper repormer and edior. He
k=i his job ss government and public
affaies editor of The Atlanta Fournal-
Constitution at the end of 1996, maow-
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ing b Washingron o join his wifie of five
vears, Carol Dare. Darr served in the
Clinton administration as a4 Commeroe
Department lowyer and telecommaini-
cations official and is now vice presi-
dent of o trade association for the com-
puter industry, They currently live in
the same clry, McLean, Va

— 1988

Bill Dietrich has left The Seanle Times
o freelance, The author of pao nonfic-
tion books, his fiest novel. “boe Redch”
i schied uled for publication by Warner
thesrles in the Fall of 1908, His E-mall is:
wilictrichf msn. com

—1993—

Heddi Evans writes with an update
since she wrone lasein 1994: "After two
and 4 half wears at The Wall Street
Journal, Tembarked on @ new writing
adventure—a book. The book, a hu-

marous and intimgate look ot the war |

between the sexes over money, will be
puhliﬂw.d by Smon & Schuster in Feb-
ruery 1999, Apadt feom the modest ad-
sance, [ was formunate 0 have a five-
month fellvaship earlier this year at
the Medin Studies Center in New York
whiere | did meost of the reporting and
research. My huskand, Josh [Getlin],
is doing will, going strong in his 18th
year al The Los Angeles Times, Our
danghier, Alex. is almost four and we
think stand-up comedy is in her futue,
not pourmidism, Josh amd 1 can be
reached by E-mail al
josh. petlini@ latimes com. Flease write,”

-] 99 5—

Paul Stoop is still with the Beelin dadly
Der Tagesspiegel as an cditor in the
palitics seotion. As usual in Germany,
the job means cdivineg as well as report-
img, writing commentancs and even
doing Lvour once inoa while, He is
covering the never-ending Germman (-
bate on its natonal history, reporting
o Holland and has begun writing on
issues of international criminal justice
like the UM tribunal on former Yososla-
via and the establishment of a perma.
meEnil internatirnal cour |:|I'ju:-liu|:.
Having successiully finished his sec-
ondd marathon inSeprember, Sioopwill

4% Nieman Reporis [ Wincer 1997
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be working on shaving off another 20
mimues in order 1o qualify for the Bos-
forne marathon in Apeil 20000 Any
Micmians who would Tike oo jodn him in
thar race are invited o contact Paul
(il stoopHi berlin snafu e, Mayhe i
could mern into a major Nieman event,
His wife, Adelheid Scholten. i work:
ing for the Buropean Yolumeer Ser
vice, a program initited by the Euro-
pean Uniom, and managing cvenis on
Dupch literamore, film and arn in the
Berlin area,

— 19—

Lawra Eggerizon left The Globe and
Mitil, Canada’s natonal newspaper, o
go to work for The Torcnto Star, the
comniry's largest newspaper. She is
based at the paper’s Oftawa buresan,
Eggerston says, “T'll be covering the
Fircinoe Mindsoryand Paul Martin, widely
expected m be the next Liberal leader
and possibly the next Prime Mindister.
I'll be working for the national desk
instead of the business pages, which
sufts me betger, | think 1 also hope wo
dloa sonne writing on aboriginal and cn-
virnmmenial issoecs

Patricia Guihrie began work with The
Atlanta Jowrnal-Constitution as a sedi-
cal ard ervvironmental repomer on De-
cemiber 1, 1997 Gurchric had been with
The Albuguergue Tribune in New
Mexico, Gurthrie sald, “1will cover com-
mumtypublic heakth issues, chromic
discases, aging, women's health and
other fields at AFC where [ will be ome of
five medicalhealthfenvironmental re-
porters, But | won't be covering the
Center for Disease Contral or AIDS, as
that's anuther reporter’s bear”

Gwen Listerwad named winner of the
1997 Press Freedom Award of the Me-
dia Institute of Southern Africa. The
award wiss announced i Ociober by
MISA Deputy Begional Chairperson
Phasha Mayisela ar a dinner held ag the
end of a4 three-day MISA conference
and annual meeting in Victona Falls
Town, Aimbabwe, Lister is Editor of
The Mamibian newspaper,

In accepting the award, Lister, refer-
ring to The Namibian siafl, said "I ac-
e this award pq}'in.g!rlhl.:!l: to wherne

it belongs.” She continued, saving tha
the 1990 strugeles of Namibians won
their country political independence,
b “clied moe auwomesticelly™ guaranioe
demooracy. “Most of our journaliss

[ worked hard and courageously, burit's

the second liberation |democratic gov-
ermance| which i more difficult,” she
said. Lister added that the second Lib-
cration 5 more painful because “you
arcworking with the people yvou helped
and fought 1o ger o power but who
now regard vou as an encmy, because
wows criticise them, " Lister said thar while
pross freedom s still very fragile in
Southern Africa, it must be nurured
and worked for, and that the media
shouald be cpeen io criticism,

Lister hasbeena jowrmalist in Mamibia
for 22 vears. She began The Namihian
om August 20, 1985,

The MlsA peess feedom award (s
given annually to persons in the region
whio have distinguished themselves in
the Oght for media freedom in Sowth-
ern Africa. A previous winner is Allister
Sparks, Nieman Fellow 1963, W

The Best Year of Qur
Lives—Continued

The MF "3 Can't Ger Enough Club
had i1s lawest reunion In August.
hoseed by David Lewis and Diamica
Kombol in Martha's Vineyard, It was
a prand gathering, as they welommed
Butrus Bishara, Majeda El-Batsh's
new husband., Privately perplexed by
this group of alleged grownups who
gather amd re-live their Nieman year
at regular imtervals, Butres was most
pracicus, building bookshelves and
cooking up a storm, The other mew-
esl member was John Kassel Lewis,
15 months okd, son of David and
Danica and breather to Miranda and
Thea, Loric Conway, Melande Sill,
Maria Henson and Katie King akso
anended and, ves, they are already
planrdng the next reenion, B




End Note
Pilgrimage to Ghana

By BErTYy BAYE

desire as a Muslim's lifclong mission o visie Mecca,

This summer 1 Arally made my joueney. [ spemt three
weeks in Ghana for what urmed out to be as much a spiritual
cxperience as a vacathom. A highlight was for me (o reconnect
with my Migman classmame, Kabral Blay-Amihere,

I wagsm’t in Ghana an hour before | reatized that Kabral is
a great man, It is one thing for American Nicmans o see our
infernational colleagues in Cambrdge, on our stomping
ground, so to speak, but guite another o see them in their
LW ERVIFCIIMEN S,

Everywhere we went, Kabral was accorded great respect
Journalises, politicians, business leaders and school friends
loak up o Kabreal as a relentless erusader for o free press in
Crhorna and throughour Africa.

Eabral wsed o be peesident of the Ghana Jowrnalisis
Association. Healso taught many of Africa"syoung journalisis
when he was diecctor of the Ghana Press Institute. Noww,
Rabwral is president of the West Alvica Joumalisits Association.
fe is from this pladorm thart he moves throughour Africa,
Burope, Asia, South America and the Unived States spreading
the pospel of a free press,

Kabral carned his freedom o ravel by bovingly rraining the
staff of young people to whom he's o furned over day-to-
day operatkons of the newspaper e ounded and sl owns,
The Independent. The dedication of these young jouarnalisis
or thelr task is impressive. It was a laughing Kabral who
whispered o me one afiernoon, “They're making the paper
more proficable than T ever did.”

Because of Kabral's connections and the efforts of mem-
bers of Louisville's Sister City Committeg in Tamale, the
largest city in Ghana's Northern Region, | was able to meet
with. and o be interviewed by, jourmalists in both Accra and
Tamale,

I was deeply moved by the journalists Emet. Most of them
work for little or nothing and often work in less-than-ideal
conditions. Many work withour so much as wwpewriters,
much bess compurers. They write their siories on long strips
of newspriat And more oficn than not, the sporics ace edited
by hand as well.

A group of women journalists with whosn [ et in Accea
shared thelr frusratoen at the sexism in their profession and
at their effors 1o get themselves taken serously, o be piven
top jobs and o receive advanced training.

The passion of the voung staff of The Mew Ghanaian
newspaper was cgually impressive, The yeir-old newspaper
is the brainchild ofa Tamals businessman, Alhajl Aliv Mahaima.

F or many biack Americans, going wo Africa is as serong a

A primary mission of The New Ghanaian, said Mahama and
his staffers, is to awake the people of the North from their
long slumbeer, people who ecomomically, paliically and
socially lag far bohind residents in Ghana's southern cities
and villages.

The newspaper's mission s also wedraw more tourkses and
govermment and privae invesiment inno the region, which in
Tamale, ar least, has a steong Muslim influcnce.

Mahama and others in Tamale have a pet peove, too; it s
that when Afvican Americans, ln particular, visit Ghana, they
aren’t made aware that most Ghanaians who ended ap in
America as slaves were, in fact, capured from the nonthermn
region. Inthe norhern cioyof Yendi, forexample, there is the
prave of Babatu, o notorious, Miger-born trader, who report-
edly was responsible for selling thowsands of Fellow Atricans
inio shavery,

An individual who deeply touched me was Philip Bunmi
Aborisade, a Nigerian whois m exilbe in Ghana, Bunmi, ashe's
krwram, was jailed in Nigeria for writing critically of the
povermment. While in jail Bunmi was tortared amd, when he
was released and sull under government pressure, fled hds
coumntey. somehow he got to Ghana and met Kabral, who gave
him refuge and a job writing for The Independant, Kabral is
Bunmi's hero, and the voung Nigenan is gathering material
tix b a book about him. Bunmi, desperately missing his
Family and fricnds, doesn’t know when, o if, he'll see them
ageain.

1 ket Ghana mose dedicated o my work, more convincesd
that journalism isn teimply the career many make oot o be,
but a mission. | left Africa determimed to encourage journal-
ists here in the States to gore our brothers and sisters arcund
the world moral support in thelr efons w get the word out
about repressive regimes.

I also left Africa commimed o asking people mw help
journalists in developing countries by giving them basic gools
of the prade, new or psed, such as brpeariters, computers,
notebooks, dictionaries and even pens and pencils. Mean-
while, we also can help by making maore journalists abroad
aware of such study opportunities a5 Nieman Fellowships,
which would perhaps give them their fiest opportunicy to
Birearh casy, and toosay what they want B0 say, and weite what
they want 1o write, without fear that someone will buest in in
the niddle of night and haul them off vo jail o o theie dearhs.
|
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