The Faith of Journalists

Does Their Religion Help or Hinder
Them Professionally?

Understanding Timothy McVeigh



“...to promote and elevate the standards
of journalism”

—Agnes Wahl Nieman, the benefactor of the
Nieman Foundation.

INIEMAN REPORTS

AT HARVARD UNIVERSITY

Vol. 31 No, 3
Fall 1997

Pubdisher M Kivvach Editor BEobert H, Fl'lrdpn

Business Manager Susan Goldsiein assistam Editor Lods Flore

Felitowrlal Asclstant Parker Holmes Technology Editor Lewis Clapp
Design Editor Deborah Smikey

Micman Reponts (U505 FLARGA is pubilisheel #n March, June, Sepgember and
Decembser by the Micman Foundation ae Harard University, One Franeis Avenoe,
Cambridge, MA D2 135 2008,

Telephome: {H17) 495 2237

mterner Addiess (Business): nreportsdt s harsirdoedu

tnrerner Address (Editorial): nreditord s cda

WRW adclress: horp; Swewrer Nieman, harvard edumacm an, oml

Copyright € 1997 by the President and Pellows of Hanard College.

Subscripdion $ 20 a year, $35 for two years; add § 10 for foreign sirmail, Single copies $5,
Back copies are available from the MNieman (o,

Flease adcdress all subscripiion cormespondence wo One Francis Avenue, Cambridge,
MAOZTA8- 2098 anad -.-I:auy_- ol adddress information o PO Box 495 1. Mane hester, 5H
(K310 155N Mumber 00288817

Second-class postage paid af Boston, Massachusetts, and zdditonal entries

POSTMASTER:

Send address changes 1o
MNieman Repaors,

PO Box 4951,
Manchesier, NH 03108,



NIEMAN REPORTS

o The Faith of Journalists

The Pull of Faith ... Jul‘:nllm TR LLE P SO

How Rehp:uus Are Jﬁumuhsr.ﬂ." _Judnh M. Hnd.:ienb-num PHRTEE,

Cheap T|'1I'IJ!5 SO | |, 'I'ilkhmm EAGRACS IR ECIR A .
(M Fﬂﬂtrl'h&d_lfw ﬂ{d Faﬂhmned Rﬂmrtﬂ viaa BN T DO e iamiiin s imssiamusis simsnnss 1
A Culwaral Jew Finds Traditon an Aid ... snsataiainse LR T BOBEHER ivomisssssninesinmmostiiisren LT
A Seminarian Becomes a Reporter ... Ghids Hedaes e, I8
Having Fan Doing God"s Work vvinmmmmmsrmismimies FRAAK BR3EE v rvmmimmmmimismari s S0
ﬁ H:upm‘ter Eﬂ.mes i Eemln:m:m mvvimnarimaiarimebreriies JAES RichERdSon ... i 21
Truth ﬂﬁmm Dﬂ.rlmesq and D':-.s.[talr ........................... [ 5T F R (FT) 25
A Place for 2 Reporter 1o Be Faithful ... Michaed Whille ... 27
Gond-bve o Gl . s i S i e e i e e DR BRSO e B
it At VIOLOTOR .o rasssrarsriiimenernsamemmisricrsconimmresiirns BAI TUBEM srerecari smisiararstriepiniseinseontinsabssssions 35
Giving Bibles 1o Public Officibs ... Bl SImmions e 30
Achieving Nirvana in the Newsroom ... Michad Haddigan . a9
Good Slories Mike Hope Possible ... o S0 BREEAM oo eimssrsmssmrssersserssaras 40
American Indiam Spirimality..........coocvsreenienssoiaveserierse THLIGHERD sritoremansasamireinepasisssmmansensnsmeas B
Back 1o Church Through the Newsroom ... Philip L Gailew . 42
Trials of 2 Jehovah's Withess ........ccc e immmrarimssreresss RS DWETIS o vemics rsmsrscisirarrrmsssarsvsonmins 1
Tl Martin Luther King Jr. Impact ..o Eugens PELETSON ..ot 48
Bvery Journalist Has a Credo ..o Ly Miller . 8D

The J{] urnalist’s Trade

Understanding Timothy McVeigh ... .. Dick ). Ry . - S |
Chunging Values in the Newsroom .......ccommmina. . M. David Arant .lnd Flrﬂm !-Ir.-'nur ........... 35
Staying Alive . . Romald Heifete .. Tt s O

Foreign Correspondence

Spain’s Shadows From the Past oo 056 & Marinez-Soler . 71
Hong Kong Story—a Paradox ... ccmmmmimms e RN BEgA .. i 18
Mexican Press Sl on the Take oo DEIE 80U Lo, 10
Mongolia's Media af the Crossroads ..o BRITY LOWE v iniinniaimimeiimaniae 18

Curmlor’s Comer, ... &
Wl They re STAnE v aomeme: 74
TeChOlO .. it i e T

MBEMHIN NOTES «..coovaminimsias sasasaiins )
Mary fune Park ook the cover photo of Philip [. Gailey wich bis Aueobarp, Story on Page 42.



A Message From Bill Kovach

Since iis founding the Nieman Foundation has devoled
itself 1o its mandate 1o “promote and elevae the standards
of journalism.”

Harvard President James B. Conant and his advisors,
Walter Lippmann and Arthur Schlesinger Sr., dedicated the
resources of the university 1o that purpose when ey
creted what has become the aldest and most emukated
program of its kind for journalisis in the world.

Archibald Macleish, the founding Curator, was a moving
frce in the worl of the Hutchins Commission. Their 19497
report an the state of the American press cemented the
concept of the responsibility which journalists and owners
of the press assomed along with (heir First Amendment

righis.

Louis Lvons accepted the challenge of the Hutchins
Commission’s report and ereated Nieman Reports, the first
publication in the: United States to monitor, describe and
critique the work of the press,

Today new challenges face American journalisis.
Revolutions in technology and in the economic
organization of the press they have spawned are redefining
journalism for the 215t Century. Cyberspace will herald a
anlden age or an end of the great American dream of i
popular democracy fed by a press in the public service.
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Each year international Niemans who have been goaded,
puided and inspired by the rheoric of the American
press have pone away depressed by the gap between
thetoric and practice they found here. Each year a
growing number of you believe the time has come for
the Nieman Foundation and its network of Fellows 1o
take up the challenge w aggressively “promote and
ehmate the standards of journalism.™

The statement on the facing page ontlines a program
worked out aver the past months by 2 number of
journalists 1o try 1o do just that. The Statement of
Concern speaks for itsell. The program it owtlines is an
effiort 1o ealist the creative thought and energy of every
jourmedist in America who believes in the mission and

purpase of a free press.

With vour help this can be the beginning of 2 process 1o
stimulate 2 lasting sense of persomal and continuing
comimitment by all journalists w the care, protection
and extension of a free press in the interests of & free

people.

1 hope you'll sign the statement, support the forums,
and send us the rames of other journadists who shoubd
be invited to join us,

Yours for a press in the public interest,

L



STATEMENT OF CONCERN

This is a critical moment for jour-
nalism in America. while the crafi in many

respects has never been betier—consider the supply of
information or the skill of reporers—ihere is a paradox oo
o o mdeations age, Revolufionary changes in technol-
oy, nouwr econoeme strecture and in owr reladonship osdch
the public, e pulling jouwrmali=m om its traditional moor-
ings.

As audiences fragment and our companies diversify, there
is a growing debate within pews organizadons about our
responsibilities a5 businesses versus our responsibilivles as
journalists. Many journalists feel a sense of lost purpose.
There is even doubt gbout the meaning of news, doubt
evident when serious journalistic organizations drift toward
opinion, inforzinment and sensadon our of balance with
W

jnllnl:llin.u». s Fesre rrxpnrnuihﬂ:l:y fiar the unl;'n;-rluint!.' Cur
vitlues and professional standards are often vaguely ex-
pressed and inconsistenty honoeed, We have been slow b
changs habits in the presentation of news that may kave loso
their relevance, Change is necessary

Yor as we change we assert soame core prnciples of
jourmnzlism are enduring, They are those that mcike jourmal-
ismm A public sepvice central to self-government. They define
ounr prodession mot a3 the act of communicatingge but as a set
of responsibilitics, Journalism can entertain, amuse and lift
our spicits, but news omganizatons also must cover the
mamiersvital iothe wellbeimgolourinereasingly diverse commu-
nities ansd foseer the debate upon which democracy depends,
The First Amendmeni il‘npl.i:.'.'-l ol ij_:|;.|.|!il,:rn as wiell as freedom

For much of our history, we believedwoe could let our work
enunciate these principles and our owners and managers
articulate these responsibilities, Today, too often, the prin-
ciprles in our work are band o discerm or fost in the ding, aned
our leaders feel consprained.

Mow we believe jpurnalists muast speak for themselves. We
call osm oo mllq,.-agul::. L) OO ARG ;‘{rmmuni[},'qj‘Fmﬂq‘xﬁiunﬂ |5
e clarify the purpose and principles that distinguish our
|:|l'r:||:|.'.‘|.~|i|'|| 1 fromm eher forms of commuonication

Since the change we face s fundamengal, it reguires a
response of the samc magnitude. We need @ focwsed excanmi-
marion of the demands on jouenalism of the 2 180 Centuey. We
propose 0O Summon poummalisg o 4 period of national
reflectina First, we ask oue colleages voung and obd to sign
thils declaration of concern. We believe the consomivm of
journalises who share 3 commitment (o comdamon principles
is &0 broad and 2o signiflcan char iowill constitune a poweriul
movement toweand rencwal.

Mext we will convene a set of public forums avound the
country ever the ndst several months o hear the conecens of
journalisis as well as other interested dndividuals, The forums

should redterare pwo simple messapes: dhat jourmalises of all
goeneramons are concerned abow the direction of the profes.
sion: and thar they want o clarify thelr purpose and prin-
ciples. We dioo not presume to enumerate those principles
here. but o have them be armculaesd] through the forums,
These sessions will include the public, We will publish an
ineeriom report after cach one. At thelr conclusion, the group
will release a final report thar will attempt to define the
enduring purpose of joumalism, along with its principles,
responsibilities and aspirations

Wesee this as a beginning, a catalvse forging new ideas and
a remewed spinit of conviction, We plan to carry the dialogue
forward with a Web site, videotapes of the forums and
through other means. We do not intend o propose 4 set of
solutions: this s an aonemp to clarfy our common ground.
MNor = oour mastive o develop a desaibed code of conduc: iF
journaiism is a st of aims, howwe fulfill them should change
with changing times and be Leh to cach niews ormnization (o
decide. Bur if journalism is oo survive. it falls 1o individual
journatists, cspecially (nocach new pencratlon, o artioulae
what it seancds for, B

Lapmn e

Carmaenr

1 you agree with this Statement of Concem, please sign i4, add
any comuments aad send it toc .

Project for Excellence in Journalism
Suile 1110
1875 Eye Street, NW

O fax your response to the Project at (20212936046,
The Statement will also appear on the Project’s upcoming

And. tell your eolleagues about it
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Religion—Help or Hindrance?

It has long been accepted practice in the United States that journal-
ists should set aside, insofar as possible, their personal views in the
guest for objectivity in the reporting and presentation of news,
Generally, discussion of this ethical standard has centered on their
views of government, business and other public affairs. In the fol-
lowing articles a score of journalists tell how their private religious
belicts attect their professional performance. Does kith—or the
rejection of religion—help or hinder them as journalists? The an-
swers of these journalists reveal an aspect of journalists seldom
discussed publicly.
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RELIGICN

The Pull of Faith

Noxious, Negligible or Negotiable?

By Joux~ Darr

CHOFTING On neW CLSinos 2Cross
R[hr. Missour River in Council

Bluffs . fowva, veteran newsmin
Robert Doer of The Crmaha World Hee-
ald lastyear oonsiste ntlyused the phease
Y gamhlers” losses" 1o describe waging
revenues at rwo riverboars and a race-
wrack casino,

“That's the cleansst way o comvey
what the casino gets,” sald Do His
writing decision, backed by editors and
blasted by casino owners, may be an
cxam ple of how his religioons affiliation
possibly influences his repocting. he
saidl.

Crrr s @ lomgtione memsber of the
Umiiged] Mesthodist Church, which ac.
tively opposes the spread of organtaed
gambling. “I've plunked diwn o few
queartiers in Las Viegas, " he sald, " bt iy
belich = that once gambling gers oy
frcaemy |_'|h."||"t'Ej|."i.;.|l'lll.! Atlani in:_'{Zil]-', (TN =]
soimie terrible things 1o some people.”
The three casinos ke in 2250 million
a year alone in "gamblers” losses,” he
sl

As e the morive bebind his word
choice, “whether thats my religious
beclicl or whether thar's genuinely the
st teem o refbect what 1'm ieying oo
conwvey, | don't koo, Doee ssud, )
honcstly think it's the later. 1 don't
think it"s biascdor unbeer." Lavely bue bas
vsed “casino frecosmse” w8 an occasional
symomym for srylistic reasons

Do said also that his “wough amd
skeptical” reporting “happens (o oodn-
cide” with the editorial stance of The
Workd Herald, whose opposicon e
credited for voters” rejection of pro-
poscd gambling in Nebraska,

Jourmslises” inabilivy to say precisely
i, or howy, thesir religious beliels affec
thizir news decisions s hardly unusaal
Catholic-raised. Buddhist-traimed
Michacl Haddigon, writing in this is
s, concedes: "Where Catholicism.

Buddhi=m wnd simple news judgment
begin amd cnd in the selection process,
I have nioidea.”

This uncertaingy arises for ar least
thres reasons, Firsi, jmlmil.lim:ll erech s
ENCTRLRE A detichment on the job
Freadm I‘:II'.‘r‘.\i-I:,II'I.HJ inlereEsrs r.h.'!:-l_'!i.:l'l.‘! iz 45
vears on The World Herald, Dorr, Ffor
one, coukd not think ol another story
that he's covered thar presented a po-
tezential I'l']iH_ill_HL'-. corefliet ol imterest,

Secomd, Goel-1alk earely surfaces im
neswaronms Because one’s spiriteal
views and religious allegianees ane nol
grist for casual chiatter any more than
they are at odher workplaces. Addition-
ally, “the ethos of puaormalism somehow
miakes poophe fecl they will be tiken as
lightweights and marginaliced i they
s ey prublic” about their Bith, wereites
reEporaer Lunes Richardson,

Third, based on my own S-vcar
cxporciee coverig meligion, | think
thear it is very difficult for anvone o
determine boow influential one's frith is
in decision-making vis-a-vis thelr age,
serx, race, social and cosnomis motives,
and the bkascst or purest of individual
tnstincts.

For these reasons, the Niemun Re-
ports examinanion of how moderm-day
scribes and cowen criers deal with their
religaous perspectivies in journalism
ought o spur a broader discussion of
unexamingd religious biases in the
newsrienn, Research should also look
Al goeurnalists who are nominally relis
Fious or none=helevers,

The accomnis ere h}' |1p|.ﬂn|:.' reelis
gious journalists provide a practical
beginning, Skeprics nay e surprised
heover mizmy believers are devoted 0 the
journalistic principles of Girness, ko
ety and hardenoscd inguiry, cven
Ilending it with religious dury, “1 res
gard it as a Christan dury vo do journal-

isrm that u'.l:,-." atlesis ArksHsias mewss
man Wil Simmons. Some bhelieve thar
thicie Frich background is a carecr plus:
Karla Vallance, a Chrstian Scicntisg,
armd Preshyierian-rassed Chris Hedges
sy that theirupbeinging “informs ™ their
i hering crali,

Pore ntial conflicts rear up when eeli-
prosusly eommitied jourm:alists an: asked
L EXPIRE A O Ons 15 t‘:i]]ul:'ﬂni:i-[:_-cl.‘.lm-
pcntator, edicorml wreiter or political
cartoomist Gene Owens, o Jehovah's
Witness, recounts his difficult decision
o queit as an cditorial wreiter ar the
Reanoke (Vi) Times & Workd Mews
because of his beliel in che fudlicy of
human povermments conflicted with
his newspaper obligaton to urs: sup-

Jokim Dars ey sl @ NWiemarn Fellor in
972 | for awaele dibve frrals), Tnesieare Be
frequrmer @ Nasonod Fudowonene fer s
Hasneradies fowrnaiionr Fedlan: e PR73-74
ot Seanfied Eafversior. Dvrt fnei veported
relipton weses stnce fedming The Low Angelei
Twmes i {967 Ar swch, e e phe pewlar
redipronr spectalist e LY aliarilies dv Ererir of
serwice {ra e clls iva ofe dean, " on
CHETS
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part for promising political effors,

May both reader and researcher bes
warre Oof overconfidence, however
Knowing journalists” celigions affilia-
rions will rarcly permit vou o predict
their belicls or know how they woukd
handle a given story, Evanggelical Chris-
pian Kim Lawson sy, 1 think 'm
roagher on mry owin groups beciuse |
know more, including their fdbles.”
Lawson, former Religion Bdios for 1P
Eadio, & news editor for “Heligion &
Ethics MewsWeekly," a WHET program
being offcred this fall to other PBS
spatioms.

hawis lberal and conservative wings

with differing (nterpretations of
whas their fith means today, Knowing
somenne 15 Preshyrerian docsn't el
wiorul bis o her view ofthe death penaloy;
you'd have 1o ask. Christlans o the
right of cener on theological and cul-
tural issues may be © liberal ™ on gy and
lesbian matters because of thedr experi-
ence with family or fricnids who are not
heterosexual,

Thus, miany Americans
unapologetically Fashion thelr own set
of bellefs, even while chiming o be
lenral Baptists, Lotherans or Cathaolics,
The Vatican has complained about
“cafetenin Catholics”™ who selectively
apree or disagree with church teach-
ings or public stanoes,

Changing circumstances can alier
brliesfx ann oecaesion, Take Paul Conred,
whose edilorial cartoons are distrib-
wiedd by The Los Angeles Times Syndi-
cate, His views on abortion righes
changed noticeably more than a de-
cadle wen, for all w see,

I naddition, demominations oppdcally

Twerns much-remembered cartoons
thaat illusgrated Conead’s shift in think-
ig were 4 fetus hanging on 4 cross
{befoe) andd the Agure of Justee hobd-
iy scales made out of coathangeres (af-
red ). This was after Peesident Reagan
wits expected o san appodning 1S,
Supremse Court judges oo overmurn the
Roe ve, Wade decision,” Conrad sakd.
deckded women should be able o de-
clde what we do wich thedr bodies.”

Then and mow an active Catholic
pacishicner, Conrad sasd he vors abor-
tion rights policies but opposes abor-
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tion itself, He and his wife have acted
on that belich “Kay and 1 have taken
i owr haowmee close 1o a doeen voung
women who hecime pregnant.”

The caze of Paul Conead and couant-
less orther journalises showalkd be a re-
minder that “religious” and “conserva-
Hve™ are ot abways synooymous, T
only secms thar wisy il times bocause
conservilive religious groups are maks
ing much of the religious mews today,
The religiows liberal 45 so assimilaed
within scoular society, mcluding thic
secular newsroom, that he or she 45
ot viermally mvisilde.

Draveicd Shawe, media crivic for The Los
Aangeles Tines, conclieded in a 1990
serles thar coverage of abormon by ma-
jor  newspaper, television  and
mewsmagtane outlets was “unfair oo
the opponents of ahortion, cither in
comtent, tone, chodos of languaee or
promibre e of play.” Five years before,
Shaw noted, a nadonwide Times Poll of
newspaper stffers showesd 82 percent
Ervored abortion fghts.

Asked recently about that series,
Shaw said that he recalled very few
people, Catholics as well as non-Cathio-
lics, whio caregorically opposed ahaor-
thovn. “The vast maforiny that [encoun-
teree sald thar every right-thinking
person thowaghe it was a woman's deci-
gion,” Shaw said, “Itwas notsomuchan
idealogical judgment as a culmaral as-
sumption that was absorbed almose by
oamosis. Most did oot kniow anvone
whio was 1:p[xm1_| iy abortion ™

manee and ethics of the news
mieclia simce 1974, But he said
that vnly in three major subjecis were

S hiw has eritiqued the perfor.

tha: rl:ligil:_n.:x belicls of jowrnalisis of
possible  relevance—in the abortion
srory, a study of eelizion news repor-
img amdd an assessment of how the press
covers the Pope,

“Apart froan those stoecs, i0's not an
s that cver comes up,"” Shaw said.
“That meay be because 1 am nor a reli-
ghous person myscelf, My sense is tha
st repaoters are not religlous, but
don’t kngew that for a fact becauss it iy
reot soancthing of fnerest toome "

Im Emct, reliphon news specialises a
CREWE LTS, NMEWSILAEEINGS or wine

services are awane af a goodly number
of coeworkers with religious ties or in-
terests. This is noi bevause religion
writers funclion as newsroom chaps
lains— Far from it, 108 just that i religion
WHTer s eirs '|"In|,':'k L whien soimenrse
mentions # church or wses religious
jargon konow bedpeably

Somme studies indicate that news-
rocrns ave ol devodd of people of Bith
1 died i smdy on religion-news media
tenzions with the Rev. Jimmy Allen in
199294 ar the First Amendment Cen-
verat Yanderbale Universsity thatineluded
pacialle] surveys of cleney, religion wril-
ers and The Associated Pross Managing
Edirars Association. Only 9 percent of
the editors sabd they had no religion, a
fipure comparable o polls of the gen-
cral public. Thirty-five poeocint said ee-
legroen weas “very impoetant™ in their
fwvess andd 37 peecent said religion was
“sogmewhar bimporant, " giving a ol of
T2 percent for whom falth held some
personmil skpnificance. (Abour 21 per-
cent said “slightly” and 7 percent said
“none."")

any of our findings are in
M“I-I-r]dging the Crap: Religion
and the Mews Mediz " which

has been disoribured free o more than
25 KM} people. A couple of questions
wiere pertinent £ the relationship be-
tween jouwrnalizts” religiosity amnd pro-
fessional perlormance.

Most clergy agreed with the stare-
meent, “Religion is often shortchanged
in mews coverage because jourmalists
are skeptics or not religious  thom-
selves,” (Agrecing were &1 poreent
Cathaslics, 65 percent mainline and 87
percent conseraitive Protestant, ) Ol he
celitors, 55 [T ;li.p'l-;l:_:ll. Seweqy of 10
religion writers agreed, but thar was
nol necessarily & selfcritical commen:
cary. A high proportionof religion news
wiiters are peligiones, but they alao kaow
thar mast of what s eeporned absout
religion s by general assignment re-
poners, the coun o political bears,
collummises or wire services. (The Dart-
Allen survey fownd thar even on papers
with strong religion specialists the ma-
jority of relgion news is done by non-
specialists—sometimes as much as 75
rercenth.



Al the same time, most religion writ-
ers chafe at the notion thar religious
activity is a preregquisite for the job or
even desirable, Only 20 percent of reli-
gion writers agreed with the suney
sttement thil “reporters wihio oover
religion regularky shiould be active in a
religion:” 44 percent disagreed, 27 pen
cont of them simongly, Editors backed
up rrliﬂ'i-:m wrilers Oon that proini
wheress most dlergy though differenly.
Members of the Religion Newswriters
Assnciation temd o Cringe at any sug-
gestion that they need o be demcn-
strably redigiows themsebves in order to
do a gowod job, Becoming heavily in
volved in chuech or wemple ife carriesa
threan 1o professional objecoiviny, many
say,

snciologist John Schmalebauer has
atterpicd w0 discover this pavchologi-
wil infersection negotiaied by religion
writcrs amd other jourmalisis known oo
he religious. He interviewed nine
evanpelicals and nine Catholics at ma-
jor print and broadeastng oompnics
im Mew York and Wishington, Twio of
the mine in both cases were religion
spehilists,

Ar least half of the 18 “mobilize the
rheworic of objectivicy and detachment’
1o deaw a boundary berwecn their poi-
vare views and their professional worit-
ing, siid Schmalzhaver at the 1995
Conference on Media, Religion & Cul-
wmire at the Universicy of Colorado at
Biovulider. He sabd that fack Kelley of 754
Today, Peter Steinfels of The New York
Times and ex-United Press Indeonanonal
correspondent Wes Pippert were three
whir did this when they felt they came
“chose 1o violating the borders,” Ba
Steinfels and Pippen also found ways
1oy rrn'l;igt' L LENR when r:-I“u:iIIH abs
truth, justice and other Concepts ol
concem in both fiekds,

Inthe cnad, “evangelicil and Cathaolic
jonernalists manage the boundary be-
tween chjectivity and momal commit-
meng by relvaming olvectivity as a reli
gious moral commitment.” said
Schmalzbaver, who is at the Center for
Soady of Religion and american Cul-
e in Indianapolis. jointly sponsoeed
by Inliana and Pardue Universivices.

Taking those ideas a bin further, 1'd

EELTGTOM

George M. Marsden

Facts, Objectivity and Religion

Whether omt i a teacher of history or an
hzoeical researcher, and whether one is a
Christtan or somethiag eke, his value-svstem
g a crwcial robe a5 soon &8 he beging o
artemgit 1o book at “ihe Facis” Althowgh facs
oo doubt have an objecive realiy, we never
eneamer e exept a5 pan of our own
subjective expericnce. Hence we do not deal
whih Gacls porely obfeciively, bui dwas in the
context of our own experience and of the
general meamings we see in things, 5o, for
example. the Christian views all objerts as
creaed by God, wheress e non-Christian
clovs i, I the cases of maost ipies of st
cal judpments this demend of subjectiiy
matkies little practical difference. The seae
end "Washington credsed the Deleas e
il be eepeally trse i enade by the Chirstian
oir the non-Chinstian, aad i§ seems i make
litthe frevcdicad difference if the Christion
helieves (el rivers, beais awd men are crested
by God s far a5 making this stierment of
historical fc 5 concerned. In Seme ciases,
however, oar Christias poind of view in
perceiving Bt may make substatial diffor-
ences that will affect our subsequent inerpre-
tations. For instance, the Christian, in contrast

bor many gon-Christians, will nod vicw ma as
mierely o high-onder aninial with oo oliimie
moral responsibilities, Accordingly when the
Christian encounters “the facts” concerning
Washingten's crossing the Delaware, his
perception will inclede the recognition that
these facts ke some relagmship o God's
moral order. The precise character of ihai
r-l;'l:ql:iu-:uxlp"w.'ill hs 51 gjusstion ol inll;'rl:ln,-ﬁ-
L vet the perception of such 2 relatunship
significanily separates the Christian's mnitial
view of the facts from the perceptions of his
pont-Cliristian colleapres, B—Geone M
Marsden, Francis A MoAraner Projessor of
Mistary, Unirersify of Noire Bama, fn "
Clristicers Viere of Wisfory, ™ 1975

sugest that jouarmalism at s best is a
gpuasi-rebigion thar offers pracridoncrs
salvarion foom the comrupting lures of
gpecial ineresis, Whether dismayed by
religiows chartatans or devoted o them,
peesonally conflicted editors and re-
prorrbers have a way oul, confoessing Boy-
alty o higher canons of balanced,
straighitforward news oreatmees n

Ii is for pood resson thar some say
jourmalism ks @ “callings,” not anly be-
cause so many journalists have wapges
nieir the poverty level but also because
the vocation blesses those who shed
light on truth, or a close approxima-
tiom, and cxpose sins ggainst the pules
i, That hill11111 TS :_':-II'.'IJ;'I:'I‘.-I|-I!'I;‘I.I[!‘:."¢
ing high moral ground is the Fourth
Esrare, and it is equipped with bully
pulpits for sharpe-tongued joumnalists

ordained as columnisis amdd commen-
oS

Oy, U'm playing with metaphors.,
All of the abose can and is described
adeguately in secular language

Yet, ambiguity abounds when we
Ealk absoaai n_-lltgun_-.'il;].' in jomirmseistic -
ice, With the subject left unexplored
for & l(]l'l“. o wonder news people
firwcl it hard 8o e line what influence, il
amy, the pull of Faith has on their work.
It's a tough boundary rife aith auspi-
cicrs snc] steres My s, Jusr as virulenl
are latent anti-religious atinades tha
mtiay only surface when hot-bumon is-
sues flare. Those who have developed
Eetics oo negotiare that delicate fron-
tiew mecd to be beard, el this issue =
a good star. Wl
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RELIGION

How Religious Are Journalists?

By Juprmi M. Bunppexeaum

public distrust in journalisis ancd

their work, reasors and remedies
frar the pfn‘ﬂﬂr_'lll abid., .'|.1.'I;'r:|l‘l_|'i:I1E|; i
oo i L!l.fl'h-nughl. l]'lr.' |:u‘1 :|1‘1-|i;'11: sEeames
from journaliss who are s-religious it
hesr, anni-religious an waorst, I eould be
silved if only there were mg |n;:ru||'5'i|::||.|5
rrtvl'rjﬂr_' '|.'.-l:'||']-1i|'|§;I i j|:1|.|rru||i5-|l.=-. iresieac]
of 50 J1I.:ln!.-'i| |'l|.'|.|.1.|ii|:|u.'i rrvess whics Aredsut
of mowch with and insensitive 1o the
vilues and inverests of mainsteean
America.

Thosewho hold thatview often poini
oy the work of Robsere S, Lichier, Stanley
Rothiman amd Linda 5. Lichier R evi-
dence thar journalises are an a-religious
lot. Findings presenced in their 198G
bork, “The Media Elite,” show thae half
off the journalists they surveved bad no
religious affiliation; more than eighe
out of 10 said they seldom or never
attenicded religions sermvices. However,
those who interprer the findings as
evidence that most journalists are simi-
barly casual about religion make the
mistake of generaliving from an unrep-
resentative sample,

Lichoer, Eothiman and Lichter sar-
vieved 240 journalises feoam seven media
organizatons, all locaped in New York
o Washinpgion, .G, (The Mew York
Viewes, Washington Post, The Wall Street
Journal. Time, Mewsweek, 15 News &
World Bepornt and the news depart-
mienrs of ARC, CRS, and NBEC), Accord-
img 13 & 1991 Freedom Forum mail
survey o Jeh editors who were mem-
bers of The Assoclaned Press Managing
Eifitors Assoctution, 72 pereent said that
refigion was important in thedr lives.
HMowever, edbtors—and  particulacly
ecfitors of small-town neewspapers—may
be just ax atypleal as the journalises
Irevrn the elite media Lechoer, Rothman
areld Lichter surveyed

I nthe Fce of mounting cvidence ol
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Because surver results can differ
markedly depending on the popula-
i Tnlh illﬁ':?]-'l:tf. thee s inforimaiiom o
all journalists from all media through-
ot the United States ooiees ioan ne-
search comdocted by ndiana Univer-
sity Professors David H. Weaver and €
Cleéveland Wilhow, Thele 1992 survey
inchaded TESRMIRCS fevam 1, 150editors,
reporters, columniss and  photogea-
phers with news responsibiliny from
574 randomly selected newspapers,
newes magazines, radio and television
stutions throughour the countey,

Draga presented in cheir 1996 ook,
“The American Jourmalisodon the 1990 "
leniels sorme support o the contention
tha jowrnalises are s relipious than
the population as awhole. Whereas 61
percene of the total ULS, population say
religion is very important o them,
Weaver and Wilhoit found that only 38
percent of all journalists arcach similar
impoartance (o their religion. Another
34 percent say religion is somewhar
imporrant 1 thom.

Hovoever, both sets of ligures need
i e pntcrpreted with caution. Oiher
rescarch indicates that members of the
general |‘.|-|.1|!|.|.|:.4I:i|:|n DveErestimane thasir
religiosiog: journclists wnderestimate
theirs.

Ceallugp prolls consistently show that
about 40 percent of all Americans say
thoy “went o church Last week ™ B
effores oo confirm those aendance fig-
veress cast dowbe on even tha somew
livwer esimane: of religious commir-
ment, Afer obtinimg anendanee hig-
urgs directly from churches and by
“rounting the hoeuse” ina representa-
tivee sample of churches, sociologis
Robert T7 Wioodberry concludes thar
ey cihonst bt of those whio cell survey
researciiors they “went to church bast
week” actually went,

According w Woodbenry, cultieal
norms bead people o give the socially
dlesirable answer. Por maost peopbe, that
means presenting themselves as pehi-
giows, Pt for journalises, the desicabibe
answer s just the opposioe.

In my imeerviews with church mem.
leers ancl l.l.n:lri:inp_ rl:"lug,u:in e prlees, |
have found that people whoo atrend
ehurchregularhy and participare i othor
church functions routknely deserils:
themsetves as very active in their clhiaech,
Redigion jourmalises with similar acriviry
levels usually describe themselves as
“somewhat” or "not very” active, Social-
imed o prrofessional norms that encoue-

Sudish M, Buddlenbausn fv 5 profesior in the
Dreparterr of fournalin and Tectineal
Communicarion @t Codarads Sire Dnrrer-
iy, Sk ar a farmer religion reperter wnd bas
consncied medis veseareh fov the Lutheran
Wordad Feddenarion. Her cnwdien af refigion
Foarrmadiam and el infinenon an ohe
rwretia sl i e haue Seen published in
seiroltely porermals cwd a bowk chaprens S i
co-edvtar of " Relipion amd Max Mealiz:
Auvdrences wrd Adapraiions”™ (Sage), and ol
arerferr af " Reporsing News mhour Befigion

Awr Tnsrodwcrion for fouwrmatinn, * ferihrowing
[frein Farer Sease Llmiversity Prer, She ve-
ceieeel ber A in dhensisty, MA, in jowr
sl and M U} im mas cemmpnicatiern
frowm divedarma Unrversty.



age them too avoid or downplay any-
thing that could be comstrued as de-
practing frowm their paosition as neoeral,
visiche L:ll'l:-a;.:'l.'nn, I'l,'!iﬂ,-!,lll'l P OTETS
purposelolly avoid keadership roles tha
could be comstrued as a conflict of
irterest in their professional work, Their
anwwers o gocstions abwsin religious
activity reflect their reeognition than
they are nol as active as they coulid e,
and perhaps would like 1o be.

Therefome, there may e less of a
religiosiny gap bersreen jourmalists and
the general public than riw dara from
surveys sugeest there i, But my studies
of religion journalises and their work
also indicares thar the journalises” own
religion s armost a minor influence on
thedr work. Religion journalists simply
do not cover their own relighon more
heavily or more favorably than they
cover other religions, inclading those
that they find persomnally distaseful. In
deciding which religions to cover, the
stromgest influence is the strenpth of a
religion in the commundty. Indeciding
haw 1w cover religron, the stronges
influcnoes are conventional news val-
wes and the journalist's perception of
the kind of news the sudicnce wanis,

Beligion pournalises, of course, ae
nad eypical of all reporers, but neither
are they a breed apart, Most waorked on
ovther beats before covering religion
Many whonow cover other beats at one
time worked as religion reporters
Therefore, it is very likchy that all jour
nalises are influenced by the some poos
Fessicenal morms that lead religion jour
malises o underestimare their o leviel
of veligious invelwament and o Frego
unduly heavy or Bvorable coverage of
theic owm religion in GBvor ol storaes
they perceivis as beter serving audi-
CO0E iNIETesls,

The influences on religion news cov-
crage | found are consistent with Wesver
and Wilhoio's finding that, in 1992, 73
preccent of all pearnalises said jourmalis-
e tradning was the aajor influenoe on
their comcept of whar kinds of siories
are newsworthy; 3% percent cloed thelr
aulience. As influences on their ethics
in covering stoqics, B8 poercent of the
journalests cited  socialization in the
merwesro; ondy 36 percent maenticnaed
their =religious training.”

ERELIGION

Althowgh jowrmalists’ own religion
clowes mot appear o be g major influence
cat the stories they cover, it s2ill may
have an impooctant ndirect effecr. B
o Timed evidence of that influence, Ome
must somerimes read berweenthe lines
and imterpret the data in conjunction
'“'il.h I.I|.IH:I|' I'I'.'.I.I!I.'!I l.'l_':"II:.'nlILIL

Waver and Wilhoit fownd than many
journalisis sce the press as fulfilling
mlriple, and sometimes conerdicoory,
funcrions. Aot two-thirds of all poar-
nalises strongly support a surveillance
or watchdog function for the press.
They tend o be interpredve and inves-
thgative reporters, Some of them also
Favor adversarial journalism. Ahour hall
of all jourmalists, however, e really
“rautious” disseminaroms. Like many of
the surveillance-orcented journalists,
thiey puta premdum on gertng informea-
i o the public quickly. Howeyer,
they are considerably more inclined o
“straight” reporting than o investiga-
tivee or alversanal jourmalsm, Thesic
“pousins,” the popular mobilizers, place
the highest priority on giving “voice™ iy
thicir audicnoe and its interests.

Politically the interpretive, investi-
gatlve and adversarial repomers ane
s erane o liberal; disseminators and
popular moebilieers weodd we be conser-
vative. Although Weaver and Wilhoit
didd not examine the connection be-
pween religionus belicts and nows oricn-
tation, poditical comservacives wend also
iy e members of conservative reli-
gions. Poditical liberals wend o bse men-
bers of those religions thar are com-
mucnly deseribed as libesil” or to have
no refigion., Therelore, preference for
ape orientation over another almost
certainly & rooted as Grmly in religion
as i is i polinics,

iw his 1927 spuchy of the velbow press,
the socislogist Robert Park naoted thaere
are two kinds of editors: those who
belicve it 15 their duty 1o protect the
public by suppressing informacion
about things they koo “God ought
non o have ler happen™ and those who
belicve it is their duty w report on
arrvthing = God wold led happen ™

Studics of clergy and by attitudes
tovward frecdom ol speech and press,
the media and media content dating
back at least all vears consistently show

thal conservative Prolestanis tend 1o
Fawor thae firse .q|'|]'rr|,::|u;|| 1w mee s, Wladne
fine Protestants, maembers ol noneClhiris.
rizn religions, those with mo religion,
and increasingly in recent venrs, Cachio.
lics, generally Bavor the seoond ap-
proach, Where conservative Proncsiants
per] o wann news designed oo progeo
and promote thelr understanding of
correct beliers and behaviors, those whis
are relgiously more liberal wane the
media o serve suneillance or wach-
dog functions even when that means
amention o things they personally find
distasieful or even dangerous,

Wewver and Wilhodr found that
percent of all journalises were broughn
up imoa religiows Gith, Among jowmal-
ists working in 1992, 29 percent were
brought up Catholic, $ pércent werg
from Jewish homes and 100 percen
wene from homes where other reli-
gions were practiced or in homes than
were ot religions, Just over hadf were
hml,llq_ht L in Froiestzant icirmes,

According to 3 1996 American So-
ey ol Mewspaper Editors suevey ol 1,057
journalises at 01 randomby selected
newspapers, aboul 37 percent of news-
paperjourmalises are Protestant, 22 per
cent are Catholic, 5§ peercent are Jewish
angd 15 percent belong w other reli
gions ouisice the Judeo-Cheistian min-
stream, Twenty percent classify them:-
sehves as agnostics or say they do oot
ielentify with sy religgion.

Althomgh thar survey 5 less regre-
sentatives o all journalises than the one
conducted by Weaver wndd Wilhode, i
ihies supgest that religious affilimudons
change over tmc. Mevertheless, other
stuclics cloarky indicate that family, along
with the chuach, & the primary trans-
mricr of beliels and values, Although
comparatively few journalists aioribared
thieir ethics o their religious belists,
almost three-fourths of all jarnalises
said their cthics were shapasd by their
Bernily, Thar influcnoe mose likely horks
behind reporers” decisions about the
kind of jourmalisan they will practice
Althvagh those decisions may be subs
CUNTRE MNLIS DRSS, FEOrTErs !l_"l1t|ll'|lHl1'I|Ii.-
pabe toward medin where o kind of
jourmalism they find comilorable s prac
ticed,
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Weaver and Wilhoit found thar the
kirger, corporate {publicly owned me-
dia), especially in the big citics on the
s a.|1|| wirsl Cricisls H\'I'IH.'IT..III:F |!rr.b|.'lir.'v|:
surwei llance  anal wii.{'hl:!uH_ oien e
journalism. Because those regions ane
baoth religiously mone diverse and less
r-r.li“jl;ﬂ.,l.:i thuary thee Somath amd Midweese
el media rmost likely arteace jowenal-
ists whiose religion (o lack of religion)
makes them coonfortable living and
wiorking there, The more eeligious and
religiously more CONSeryaiive nepor-
crs gravitare rowvand the Souath and Mid-
wel, wheree people are geneeally mone
celigiows. In those regions, the media
are e likely o act as disseminacors
o a8 the vobee of their relighowshy and
politieally conservative awdienee.

A present, pournalists who grew up
i Jewish, Catholic and moderate o
libveral muainline Protestant hones ang
overtepresenoed in the profession com-
pared o the population as 3 whole
Journalists who are from more conser-
varlve Prowestant backprooamds are
underrepresented  while thase from
the fundamentalist wing of conservi-
tive Protestantism are seriowsly
underrepresented relative o the
soremgth of fundamentalism ndhe popio-
lackoun as a wbole

Adthough the research record is nog
as extonsioe as ome waould Dike it to be,
what data there ane suggest both that,
im genernl, ournalists are maore reli
gioas than the public befivves them o
b anad that religiom does make 2 differ-
ence in their work. However, its inflo.
ence is probably not wiat those who
S0 problems in media coverage expect
thems to b,

Anecdkvzl evidener  indicates that
T inl.l.'rn:lliul.-ul.u make |t:‘ri'|:.~i.~i.‘|l:1||a|
decisinns based om their religion; och-
ers suppress their own beliels as they
o ahout thetr work. At present thisre
simply i5 litde reliable social science
cwvidence showing whether or niot a
jourmalise's own religion makes much
difference in story cholce.

There =, however, some evidence
theat relighon affiects people’s under-
standing of the role of the media and,
through thit, their general approsch to
news. In general, religions consera-
tives are less inclined o suppont the

MNieman Reports ( Fall 199710

RELIGION

Statistics of Four Surveys

Lichter-Rothman

& Half of pournalises sumeved bisd no religlous
lfiliion
= 5tk eald thay seddorn or never sftended
el oS sermices
temrey conducted 0 1081 Researchers inter-
viewad 238 pandombv-selectad joumallsis in vadms
pesitions ai op ressspers, nevsmagzines and TV
ookl Enaead 1 P Yiorr e Washimpon: Thie Mew
York: Times, The Washington Poet, The Wall St
Joaimrial, Time, Mewsweek, 05, News & Work] Beped
amd rews depakmeenis at GRS, NBC, SBC, FIE.)
Sty conduchid by researchers Stanley Rothmim
aof Smlth £l bepe and Bobest Eichier, nowon-direciorof
the Cerrer for Mixinand Public Affais in Washingion

Freedom Forum First
Amendment Center

= 7l mewepser mliees said that relignn was
Irepostant | their lins
{Survey condactiad in 1992, Based on nationmide
imall survey responses from 206 editos who were
mernhess of ghe Assockabed Press Marcging Editors
resoctatien. Prilished in 1993 In “ Biridging the Gap
Religion anl the News Media,")

American Society
Of Newspaper Editors

Survey asked: Hos' would yoni describe your reli-
e elieds

Protestant 37% tolal, 35% of lemales, 38% of
whites, 53% of blacks. 105 of Hispandcs, 32% of Aslan-
Apericans, 25% of gays, leshians and beniak

Catholic: T3% botal, 2% of Fernales, 3% of whises,
1% of Bmcks, 53% of Hispanics, 17% of Asian-Anien-
cans, 10 of gavs, leshisrs and beesuals

Jewish: 5% otnl, 555 of fermales, 6% of whites, 1%of
blacks. 5% of Mispanics, 1% of del an-Americans, %ol
gays, kedidins and blseiak

Othieer el eliel: 153 total, 6% of ferrurbe,
13% ol whites, 20%of blacks, 17%of Hispanics, 20%of
Asian-Americans, 2% of gavs, lebizes and bismuiak

Apnodticron-believer, 300 iokal, 22% of females,

surveillance and watchdog roles than
are those who are eelighously more Lib-
cril. Therefore, the prevalence of news
about whatever "God would let hap-
pen' that people often mke as evidenoe
that journalists are a-rchgious more

215 of whites, 9% of Macks, 21% o Hispanics, 32% of
Astan-Americans, 27% of pays, kesbians nnd bisooink
vy condocied in 1996, Based on mail e
sporses from 1037 jonmaliss al 61 vieckmlye-
bectix] mewspapers around (he couary, Pubdished in
1997 in ~The Neasgpaper fourmaliss of the 50,

Weaver and Wilhoit

Bl ghows backgrouds of 115, joumalists corn-
peueed with 115, adult population

Jurnaliss 5 Adulss

Prokes tank 54.4% it
Calhalic 20.0%, I
Jemish S4% %

dher v nooe 0 2% 1E%

& 5% ol jousrnadists in néws mapgsines and [7% in
s evices were Jesih

= 2% of Asian-American jorakts separind fhey
didn’t hebong to any nelgion

o 385 ol journafis said EHE,iI.HI s “very irportant™
fathen, comipaid 861% of the everall LL5,
population

= 5% ol jroemadists sakd mlghon v “somowhia
rrr|:n|1.'-|.n1' Iell:lmn,l:r.l'n.p.lmi'ﬂll 54 the
averall [15. poynadalinn

= Jriosmisichs eniploved by mows msagarines and wise
servioes Wt b Bheely ne sy dheir rebiphons falth
mlmp:ln:l.n.l 1o them fhun wene those kg, for
newsgss, o und idevisian

= 000 of joce el skl e *pedfgjours tralnling” was
infhential in shaping fhwer ethics

fiiervey conducled in 1960 Hasid on 1,156 bele-
v imvlerviurs a1 574 random y-selected news orga-
nizatbosinclading daibarclweeklynewsgapen; news
icarines, radio and weledsion stions and wine
services aroand the coumry. Published In “The Ameri-
cin Journsdis o the 19902 The figuees from the
gverald L5, popukation wese taken from 1992 Galllup
palls.)

Stuy, conificted by the Cerer for Sunvey Research
il Iniana University's Bloommgion campus, fed by
Jourmalism: professors David Weaer and Chevelaml
Wikhail. W

likely 15 ewidence that, wgerther, main-
line Frogestants, Catholics, non-Chirls-
tizans and people with mo religion make
up the mijority both within journalism
and in the population as a whole, B



By Rov Perer CLaRk

RELIGION

Revelations

com s and passion.

riends would say my religion is | Miscuiry, aspieation and degradanion,
Fr_'atinp, lunch at Mz Hut-—1he

hn,'.aJ-n:il:'l.R ol the breadseicks—1 i
it moaee aften than | amend Mass. I'm a
serugeling Amcerican-Catholic, il tha is
nol 4 Euielogy in this day and agce.
Monloe the order of the words “Amcri-
can-Catholic”: church wins the noun
poEiteen; state carns ooly an adjective,
bur mot withowt a fight. [t ds no casy o

belong o the most hiecaschical of

churches in the most democrac of
couniries. Chodoe struggles with oradi-
ton, freedom with authority, sclence
with dogma,

Oinly inomy writing do these conflicts
find & resoludon, and nor through any
conacious practioe of my own. 1 real-
e this one day in March of 1996, just
after The St Petersburg Times had run
my manth-long serbes on a Bimily strog-
gling with AIDS, An acquaintance ap-
proached me in Pea Hue Y1 was im-
presscd with how spicineal the story
was,” she sald, “How Catholic.” She
even quoted a line T had ased o de-
scribe my progagonists anclety while
wadtinge o Line v have ber blood draeen:
“It weas like weaiting for communion—
only it was her body and her biood.”
Dhat that was just o metaphor, she real-
eed, for my character was not even
Cathodic, What she fooorsel oo T
ful &1 the serbes, she said, were the
thiemiey of =i dand redimplion,. This
wias an unusual response o the secies,

Mot Gof the attention went to the
frarm of e six Wy —25 alvori elailv -:_'|'|.i||1-
ters with clifbangers endings—and i
the sexual comntent: scenes of fantasy
and frusrration, 4 photo of Ensves.
tites, descriptions of the Braeilian Car.
nival, amalvaes of different cultueal defi-
nitinns of homosenel behavior. Ocher
chapters were devored oo church sup-
pronrt s, e d hospdee minsoey, w e
charscter's prayer lbe, and o the un-
comedition] lowe of friends and fmily
members. 1 goess it vou did a caretul
content jaalysis of the series, vou'd
find equal quantitics of praverand pro-

As 1 apprroach the age of 50, | now
acmir, without qualification, thar [write
with a Cathaolic vodce. (This is a slgnifi-
cant accomplishment for a man rased
with the help of a Protestant father and
aJewish grandmother } Beaders tell me
they can hear that Catholic voice even
when 'm writing with the siraregic
neutralicy efthe journalss, They hear it
i my Chobce of topics, i my attraction
1o certiin characters, and in my cholce
of mestaphor and allusion. 've rieed o
imagine whar might be the characierss-
tics of an American-Cacholic volce, and
have come up with this list

* Twrite with 3 moral vision, and m
attracted to chamcters who either share
such a wision or lnck one. ©assoeme that
I'my weriking for a reascn or reasons, and
that they are connected 1o the Ten
Commandments and the Sermon on
thes Mownt, dan't apply thisin a simple-
miimcled way toomy analysis of thes weordd,
I think an adulterer can make a geod
president and a Bichiful spouse a bad
o, But D write many stories with morsl
frarmess, and T v o moke those fromes
visille rather than transpirent. | wam
people whaos ved my weork v conclucde
rhar journalism has some higher pur
s,

* Part oof my rrabning as 4 Carholic
wes to believe that we shire somee re-
apongibility for the poor, starving, ig-
norant, sulfering, imprisoned and out-
ciust, A hunger Jor social justice is
satisficd by a iilll.l]'l!i].H‘h":I ik MR
weniggdloding and celebeates the bealers
winel |:!|L':I.v|.'|.'1'|'!|:|.h.u|‘!-:. S | fengl vkl At
thie engd of the second Christian millen.
mm writing ot AlLS 11:|'|1;. Hague af
the eenmgy), and the Holocawse (the
erirme of the centwiyy, and Viernam (the
defining moral event of my genera-
Hod ).

¥ 1 belicve inrootedness, nod only im
a religious teadition and culeare, ot in
a plce and vime. A particular sense of
community and continuiry shapes my

journalism. T write about the Lakewood
neighborhbood of 56 Peershurg from
the inside out because | have 20 years
invested in it [ eare abowt sehools and
neighbors and gicls who play soccer
thiere. | resisea jourmalism that depends
(8 ] h-l:;wil'y £ u'i_'hnnh_rg:r CHE EW ECHIT=
munities of interest. [ look for neal
people, living in close proximity, wha
chepend upon euch other,

* Revent surveys reveal thar there is
actually licile disagrecmeont among
Arnerican-Catholics on social and theo-
bgical dssues. The baole is beiween
rank and file Catholics and the hicrar-
chy. Yeowe are not schismalcs We love
and meed the very club shose mibes
we're defying. This guestoning of au-
thority is in harmoeny with somc of the
best Kinds of jourmalism. It requires a
praciical skepticism but not cynicism,
for men and women may be sinners,
bait they are also cedeemed. We ropect a
Skinnerkinuniverse for one which ineag-

Foy Peter Clierke at the ape of 5 wich bii
riother. S wan the dangiier of @ Cavlalie
father sind an Evtern European fenih
riither, Gk, o sevdar rebalir at the Paputer
Frsiste fov Media Sendier fn Se. Priersburg,
Flovidly, reaches weiting,
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imes that people can choose good over
evil, and should. An ald newsroom ad-
age poes “If yvour mother says she loves
vol, check I owe™ I'd say, "I vour
mther savs she loves you, for God's
sake, tell her vou love her poo, and then
send her some Howers.”

* | retadn i sense of the miracalous
im a scientific and mechanistic word,
Hey, don't we call publication of the
newspaper “the daily mirpde?™ 1 pray
when my children are sick or when
people 1 love are in trouble. [ peay for
ather reasons, too. Fven when the
journalist’s job is o explain or shed
light. Ilowe stories that preserve asense
olf weinicber o tha e!rfy ||r||:||;'r-:|::n|:linH
The chance |||He'li|||.|_ om the train, The
reunion of family members. The dog
who saves o Child rom diosning, or
the child who saves the dog

L L ] Wl'iﬂl:l“ teacher 1 prl.':u.'.h the
1.-:|||||1_' ol T hengsys an.r.‘l Hi'r:.'riEi.l:'il:-':
the: name of the dog (Rex), the brand of
the beer, the color of the rose. These
help readers see and remember. They
also mapoe, | hope, a sense of the
hobiness of oedinaey things, thangs that
are imbucd with meaning by the ac-
tiews, For good or evil, of ordinacy -
AN ]H"illﬂh\.

® | pnee heard the geeat reporter
Francis X, Clines of Mew York Timessay
that thie parrpoess oF journalesm s "o el
the morbid truth” and that we showlkd
e apilogize foe thit. Tobe sure, read-
ing a daily newspaper, {or viewing a
newscst'), is like staring into the abyss
of ewriginal sin, Ban 1 belicwe in the
persibility of sainthood in the world, of
the rransiormative power of genuine
pooddness, embodied in the work of a
Davethy Dray or Mother Teresa or Elie
Wicsel, and thowsands of athers who
are lesser knoam—the cancer clindc
nurse, the dedicared school weacher—
who could and should populae our
srockes. When 1 wrowe about a Catholic
nun who founded the 51 Peremsburg
Froe Clinde and Food Bank, 1| knew that
demoeracy and theology were both
being served.

® Few Catholics of my genesition
can escape withoan 3 highly developed
sense of sin. And even if we lack the
scrupulous conscienees that doove s
witekly into the confessionzl box, we
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still belicwe in ovil and people’s indi-
viduwal responsibilioy for i We ane bess
toslerant than most of tryving o cxplain,
through jourmallsm or psychology, the
social cavses of evil, Why did Mike
Tyson bite part of his opponent’s car
offt Mayvbe the devil, and not Dion King
or Childbood poverty, made him dao i
But we think that goodness has its re-
wards, and evil s punishments, and
that as journalisis, when we celebraie
charitable work or expose cormuption,
W sy wirve—RiiE 1_|-r.|]_'!-' with hipmil
ity—as instruments of justice,

= | belicve in the formative power of
stories, ['we heard it sald that among all
the grear religions, Catholics have the
best stories. don't know it that's true.
v heard some grear siories from Jews
and Southern Baptists, But notonly did
wie grow up with Adam and Bve, Cain
and Abel, Moah and the: Ark, David and
Croatiath—and the amazing Gospel nar
ratives—but also with the legends of
the saints. The stories ook many forms
hography, hagiography, homilies, alle-
J.;_l:-ril_'a., punl:lr.u. Whether their mesin-
ing wils clear, it wis slwiys assumed
thit thesse storics made us better. Part
of the current malaise in journalism is
eapressed by doubt over whether our
storics make people better at all, 3ome
peaple think they make us worse, that
the cumulative effece of telling the
morhid truth is, woell, mcrbidity,

® The naughry humper sicker siays
thet = fowrnalises do it every day " Jesuos
sild “the kingdom is mows,” And in the
comvergence ofthose fwo sayings [ind
my voice, Mot that journalism and reli-
givm lack a releology, a direction o=
ward a bright foture, either the pood
sowcigty or the beatific vision, But Christ
taught, and cxemplified, bow the di-
vinge is L'x[.h;!ril..'nr_ﬂ.'-l.i in the himan mas
ment, the feeding of the hungry child,
the comsolation of the grieving mother,
m0, towy, the preatest journalism cipe
pures and renders the significant mo-
menl, the one thar reveals where we
Fve bee n as a peopde and where we are
going. In that sense, the newspaperisa
book of revelations.

Mo of this suggeses thea members
of ather religions, or agnosues, for that
matter, bck these seosibilities. | am
dieseribdng what 1 Fect in my own cha-

A T T i T e e e B e e - e e R e T N N

acter and work. and why “Carhalic™—
ke thar “Amcrican-Catholic"—is the
bresp Labe] for i

Far the first thme, T've writien aboos
meatters of fith directhy, inaseries titled
"Sadie's Ring." Im 11 chapters, appear-
ing in several newspapers, 1 explored
what it was like to grow up as a Catholic
boy with a Jewish grapdmother, 1 de-
scribed a journey of faith which forced
ok B re-emciminge the meaning of the
Jewishoess of Jesws and the roots of the
Christian ethic in Jewizh hw,

1 was astonished by the response
more than 300 phone calls and mes-
sages of support from readers of The
Migmi Herald alone. 1ihankesd (hem in
4 el colurmi that comcbugled with this
obsenation: " Sadie’s Ring violaes tra-
ditional definitions of news, The same
can be said of the Torah or the Gospel,
Yei bosth ol those works .-.pvl:'a.h: FARERTIT
wihal 15 |.:|!||:|uri||.H aned mable in the ho-
FTTRAR! .'i.|.'5.i:|'i|!, it pl'l::lpl-l:':-: 1.'.:||:|'Er|.;'rirm'r.'
of the presence of God in the workd,
Thar experience 8 20 powerful that iv
shouald, on accasican, command the at-
weitbod of journatists, Readers, | have
faith, will reward the risk,”™

The series also :|:|1]'|r:rr|:! in Thie Min-
:Ir;:l'h.ﬂ:i.'-. Srie Trbwne, amd 0 Luthersan
mnindsrer up in the noethbnd used i as
the cesa for his sermon, | scrarched my
head as 1 pead his words, What is going
omt when o Luthesan minister [IrELseS
Ty thie palpin the work of & Cathaolice
mnait writing abowr his Jewish gramd-
macithier? America

T stowries fromn the Bible are rel-
evant. The first comes feom Genesis
and describes the folly of men trylng to
bl the Tower of Babel high coough
1 reach God, whoo curses mankind
with a confusion of languages.

Bur this curse = redeemed o thes
mioments afber Pentecost, when the dis-
ciples, filledwirh the Holy Spirit, preach
toy thie people from many mnations and
are understood by all, In g sense, jours
malisrs horve o choose beraween rhesee
vy rooelesls, WOED wee werite dnoa vodoe
tha only captures and magnifies confu-
M 'I|1.1‘|:'|u|,';]l the culture? Or can we
write in puthentic voices that can be
heard across the land and For the ben-
=it o manee® Al Tor ahigher purpsose#
|



By S1cnE WALKINSON

anyaspects obmy Cuaker faich
M have significantly influenced
my wvaregr bul perhaps nong

more profoundly than the abiding
Duakerbeliefinbeing cheap. My fellow
cultases refier b it as being “care ful with
Ty,

There arée olwious H:-m-'ﬁlu of rX-
treme theift, By being oo cheap o pay
for chparcties of peychiatrists, for ex-
ample, 1 stay in a state of perpetual
irritabdlity, which is the perfect state for
CATDOFMImg.

Being cheap has wosked oot well in
cither, less dircor wavs. When 1 gor ol
ol my mdddiing college with o middling
B.A in I.'|"|.;I'.‘.|.i.‘i.|'|. AuY 3|:!||:|:il1..' o livie om thae
thrifty side allowed mue o work for the
Ouakers pear Mhitadelphia. Becase the
Oruakers paid onky 502 week, | needed
w seeond pob and ended ap in the only

RELITGION

Cheap Thrills

(GecGRAPHY oF A MURPER

o
MiLes AwAY

1 MIE

AMIE GoMiIlES

AN

E’!ll:’u[l.'ﬁh ot theat womnld hire an urfo-
L'IJ'EL'L‘L 1“:].I'Hil'l.‘d]|:|l' |'n:n-'|1:lr|.'|:| gr.u-ehl:ql_l_*
with a useless degree—pourmalism,

| staeted steinging for The Wesy
Chester J.ll.a!.ﬂ}' Local Mews, which |:|iti1_|
£ 10 por story. It was theee that 1 got a
taste for the powwer of pomalizme For
cxample, | broke the soory that the
Powcopson Township supeivisors weee
planming mo lower the blade on their
roadside mower fom 20 w0 15 inches,
When my editors stamed running linle
sketches 1'd drawn, 1 orealioed thie
carmaoning combdned my innecest inan
sl poslivics and myy pal lack of interes
in strict ohjectiviey. Quakers say, “the
wiry will open.” My career opened a
The Duily Loscal Mews,

Losrking arownd for other oppaort-
nities, | wis able wo find & posicion thar
et my salary 10 825 a week, 1 joined a

MUMIA 15
FelE MoDEL

m?ffmf

TANT
MuUMIA

group led by a Haverford Codlege pio-
bessor whio was goding to bring peace
Cyprus, Mine months afrer we arrived,
wir broke our In Cyprus, 1 saw the
limits o volunteerisoand the lmitdess-
ne=s off higtory's malignant hold on the
peresent. Incowntless Cuaker mectings.
Fil beard messages about “doing winto
athers,” In Cyprus, T heard a slightdy
different message. When they learned
thar the Turks were sending troops,
some voung Turkish {;y'priuts sl rmy
acquaintince crowed, “Finally we can
dler vt the Greeks what I:]h_'!.""'.-'l_' ilnee
WMEC WA

tiﬂ'lru.-n pave me an eb:r]:.' H|II!'|r.|!v.l' sl
ethnic cleansing when, after the Greek

Sigrie Wilkemsen, dwvearnt a il artack
Chuwaleer, 15 the Editorial Cartooniss for The

Philadelpivia Daily Newws,
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coup and Turkish invasion one week
later. [went fothe home of the wonder
ful Turkish lesder in the ligile vilbgee
where | was living. He and his Family
were hiergled praslme Gl gL sl Lo L
|1_m.-r|.r'|:l.|'_r$|;,{|.|.|.'. 1.'|.'|'|.le:r||.:1|1I|.‘1.I wor e cletined
with their other Turkish neighloes.
Thire llu:_v pm].'vl._:l:l tes Allah. Doven thc
dusty stecet, the local Geeek Usthodos
pricst prayved o Jesus owver a voung
Gireck Cyprion whio was an carly casu-
aley of the violence. While the ease with
which nelghbors slipped into war
shocked me, 1 dikd nothing but rein-
force my Chuaker suspicions that orga-
nized vinlener wrasn't going to im prove
the situztion any more than organized
religion,

erhaps had | been a truly spritual
Ppi:ram whaose belietin peace was
backed by courppe, | might have
seized the moment, gathered all the
townspeople together in o Quaker
micening, and ket evervone feel the power
of a shared divinity beyond name or
|1;41I:1:1u.[|.11l,-'. The transiormed villagers
wonhd o ot i&p'il‘lsl: the idiocy o the
conflicy, thus changing tha linde war's
dingy outcome and possibly caming
me a4 discreet paragraph or reo in
Mewsweek, Instead, [stayed until the
Tunrks weere relemsed rom e ma LI
caught the Last emergency transport off
the island (if 1'd waited, Ud have acu-
ally had oo pay for a fighty, and ook
with me an abiding sense that a linde
multi-culiuralism gocs a long way,
Mewsweek does noe wse my carioons.
There are, of couese, ciher Bedock
Cruaker values that have influenced my
waork. The firm belicl in sensible shoes
ang 100 percent coton clothing, for
cxample, s shared by pournalises of the
khaki pants school and helped me
right inco the poodfession. The abiliny oo
dieal with boredom, developed over
iy howrs of guiet Quaker worship, is
alsa mmpodtant. | can s theough an
cobre Bill Clinton State of the Unicn
atldiress—awake . Finally, Fricnds” truss
in women's ministry, which has given
strength o four centuries of oppity
Ouiaker feminises, including five of the
seveny comvensrs of the 1R48 Senec
Falls Conventions, Bas made me feel
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that iy crazed

Onions were il MUMiA Ay JAMAL'S
|1_'u.*.l: HEY 1.'|.'|:|r.r|:|1..-' L e
P9l IbEE SABO:

Fow & Cartannis,
homever, there are
SO distimecr
downsides L4
Cruiakerism. Caak-
crs are not known
for our humor,
I pe s o Cruaker
Baorsehn Belr. Also,

TUE

TEARS

ARY

wee don't do svme-

bols. Chur moeting houses are cross-
free #ones (Christianioy lite, as one
Catholic friend remarked) and we don'e
salute any flag, My vigilani readers, on
the other hand, have repeatedly ine
fosrmesd me chat many of them believe
that the symbol and the ideal it repre-
sents are the same thing. Drorw o pac.
twre with Jesusin itand you have drmmn
Jezsns thee mam, Draw @ burning fag and
vy have burned America, There is nao
distance, no separation, ardd mor foar-
RIveIeEss fowr a cartoomist wivo L‘:l.'-.ujll:f
messes with thar reality.

The Quaker beliel in consensus is of
no help whatsogver to o carioonis, In
Ouaker mecting. people mect in si-
bemweoe sonal Ery ids |'.|].' |;||.|,'|:|1.'-.-|,'.|1.'|:_'.11|-|1|:T| e
I::|1|:1wi.n“ Ceintl's will Wihen somssne
sy [0 h.ptql-c, [TREY ] CR[AESS A il or
instght that be or she feels has come
fromm thee divine, Beforea groupol Ok
crs rung off and does something soaped
i Gooed's name, howeser, the person
withs the insight must convinee the rest
of the mecting members that her in-
sight i8 nor just a voioe of madness,
COakers are nor casity convinced. It
ook some B0 vears froin the tme the
first aholitinniss message was given at
Giermantown Froends Meetng in Phila-
delphia before thar mecting issued s
proclamation against slavery In 17HS8
Shameful, unless ane remembsers that
Ralph Beed only this vear figured out
the wording of bis decply Christian,
anti-racism proclimiteen,

As opposed W o meeting For wors
ship, a cartoonist sits in silence waiting
o know the Camooning God's will
e follonas is often o siruggle of Glse
starts and half-baked deas, Ovcasions
ally (more often for certain of my more

gibfted colleagues) o visual idea appears
thiat perfcethy illuminates 3 strong point
of wiew, At that instant there is no
thoughe of consensus, Tt must be drasn
The best cartoons seem o Bow directly
fromm mined oy paper. Bringing ihe car-
toon o 8 committes sould not be
ComsEracive.

Even editors whe like to conorol the
art on their pages must soon realize
that their choice s cither to roan or kill
3 ASArtoaan., Fi.:rd]inﬂ weith i1 1o “mvakee i
bewer” inevitaldy makes it more like
most gdivorials, e, notworth publish.
ing, While it is helpful o check my
cosmic insights with atrusted colleague
o twos b miake sure they see the same
sinhele vl cifectivie F:II.:IiI'II. | ineenaled oo
ke, T am mor L3l [0 GrvIep isciis.
sionin. My cartoons don't run withour
commentary, hivwever. Our legies writ-
ers stand ready te correct my heresies,
My point of view on a given subiject ds
oncither the only mor the st on our
Pages.

ceause of thedr belicf thar every

person is capable of coming to

know the will ofthe divine, carly
Ceakers vreated the Indians with ne-
spect, welcomed other falths 1o wor-
ship freeh in their colony, respected
the ministry of women, and have long
bt it b5 wrning to kil (Peninsy lvani seas
the original pofitically correct colomy
but made the mistake of never hanging
teenage girls for witchoraft so it has
bren ignored by the historian cliss,)
Cuakers believe tha to kill someone: is
fer enigd the possibiliey thae thar person
catale] Bmacow amacd chos Croncl s will Haad ol
Egvprinns executed Moses for murder-
ing an overseer, for example, the Bible



womled have been a ot more concise,
Whike | generally shivre these belicds,
Lifes has oftesm e rveaced o odelby e
iy vicws,

et cases of Mumia abu Janl, the
former ournalist and spokesman for
the radical Philadelphia growp Move
who was comvicted of murdering a
policeman, s an example. While |
fliemly helicve the stae should mor
execute abu Jamal and have done car-
tons atracking the sindster ke judpe
who has overseen the case, | also
firmt by baslicve abu fiimal is goilty of the
murder of Cfficer Daniel Foulkner and
have done carvoons that say so, Those
cartoons have been a source of com-
bt amd suppont for Officer Daniel
Faulkner's Bamidy and friends while
patimed pacifisis have questioned how
I conld live with myself when a man’s
Hie is ar stake.

The cartoemnises T know don't alk
woften about their religions, Mosily,
they don't even talk about their poli-
tics, They're toas busy cutting doam
cther cartoomists, But most editorial
cartconing supposes some kind of
moral el political famework, To
satirioe COrTU b anicl grﬂ-«ll s, in
ethect, to defend Bonesty and gener
nEily even if the Camoonisn never exe
peets o witness those virtues in real
lifiz, Forwe ool my brethren would sy
that they are trying to o Goad's will,
Prat g seems o me that each hag some
idea of what a beter world. a more
pecfect union would ook like. When
a particular player on the public stage
Galls cpregionsly shoer of our ideals,
it's tme they saw themselves inoa
CATEOCN.

Fhe liele Blnk box we are given
cach day s our pulple from whenoe
wi s pouteth off. We commune silently
weith our regders, There are more posy-
erful minksters. but our Hitle secmions
are the ones that ger taped 1w com-
purter terminals and siuck on refrig-
crator doocs, And the best thing is, ao
o s to o to chunch o get them. [l
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Old Fashioned Jew,
Old Fashioned Reporter

By Avan ], Borsuk

Pq_frhqrm | wigs Lo ﬂirl i Imy ans
SWeT Lo I'n:_'l,|m,'r|| :|||g'.~.lir._1|1
F'l:l.:li‘:ll-l: askid hosw thee ediooes an
The Milwaukee Journal deale with the
fcr that 1 oheerve the Jewish Sabbach in
its st traclitional wins, which means,
arnang other thimgs, that 1 don't work
on Priday nighis or Saturcdays. My stan-
ke answer was thar it had never been
a problems, bor Ud find out for sueree the
dav a plane bnded nose Grest ar the
atrport two hours befoee Friday sunser.

I was 3:21 pome. o Fraday, Seprems-
b dh, 1985, when a Midwest Express
eC-% erashod on pake-off o Mibwvaoekes
Micchell Alrpor, killing all 31 on boared
It was 3 142 hours undl the staet of dhe
Sabbath.

As soon as word gol o the news-
rosoi, in eciror iobd me o get set o do
rowrite on the main story. Thar was
often my role on big stories; Twas (and
am) pretry decent ab handling a log of
information coming ac me,

1 vesled hibm 1 was pood wnl 6 o'clock.
e didn't balk, nor did any of ihe edi-
tors whove him

In sowme waiys, it was hard for me o
pull out of such & big story —a major
pline crash right here? My adeendling
and reporting style told me o work
straight through the night, until ihe
pexit aftermoon’s paper was done, And
1o mare i1 wsis harder for my beses fan
Mrepd my  saving it When duty calls
Tk thusir, oo e | supposed tosay no.

I weroie @ story For our late afternoon
celitionm (in fact, it won awards that vear
fiar leadlinge wl:lrh.]. Thiere worn: r.l|1_'|11 ¥
of good people cager o sit down inmy
place when §left a0 6. 1 called in afrer
sundomen on Serueday might. wen back
po work on the plane crash and stayped
weith in steadily, along with another ve-
porter, for almest six montlis

Every cdivor involved in thar dewi-
sion ks gone from whar s now The

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, bor T am
still appreciative for their accep@ance
and vnderstanding. Every boss | have
had since then has followed their ex-
ample, That is one of the ceneral rea-
scins why Tam seill loval tothe newspa-
e

For the first decade tha | worked at
the paper, | didn't adbere to the prac-
tices of Chaothodox Judaism. It's a long
story how and why my wile amd |
changed our ways, and it's not neces-
Ay o peefl it Bseree. Bud owee are Hc'rnl;l
examplesolwhnt is known in the Ameri-
can Jewish workd 2 baal teshuvahs—a
small but significant wave of people
whio e become Orthicados as adules.

I achmit ie's an odd ching foer g news-
paperreporter oreditor wbe, for many
TEASONS

While there are many jews in the
news business, someone who folloss

Alin | Borswk har bees o veporter, & colion-
reiit it i eelibor aw e Mileanker frwrmal
and The Mifwarwdee fowemal Senvined vinee
{972 He wars .":l'fr.-:l'r:l_,l" WISTONSIN, The
M ifuwaber Josrnal Magaedine, from [958 m
T e .-'r.-r'.hr-.lun!_'} i3 a FepOrter, ppes|
recerly foowing on eelication and covrections
frirae, e il mr _Il'ﬁu.u.i'.:'rglg J'n-r'ru.drﬂ: .-:lll"
Yeslima TUCTATY Srtaved .-a_-,l"-‘u:l'a'nru'wuﬁ'w',
redricky mane s [ 5 nvedlents, g .J_Il'ﬁ.u.uré'r:
qr Teeralh .-lnr.-.l':'rw_p i S\ nauler. a 'gj'.ni i IE':IIF
sehoal with 20 rouedemss, Mo g bis uage,
Robi, Rurog II‘.'u.lr' cirikdren,
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the vradivional religicus practices to the
degree | do & close w unigue, I'm
doubtful many news organizations
would knowingly welomne a person
like mc—on many schedule and as-
signment restrictions would probably
be the cited reason—even though 1
think | provide a premy good picoe of
evidlence that things can be worked out
well,

ut my religious life does shape
B same of the imporant pans of

haover 1 dxmy jsbe T soame cises,
this means some constrabnts for my
editors, collcagues and mysclf [ would
argue, onthe other hand, thatin signifi-
cant ways, the impact is bencficial.

Scheduling s the best example of
the tangible aspects of working out
religgious professiona ] ssues, Motwork-
ing from coughly sundosen Eriday 1o
sundosan Saturday maeans 1 wouldn’s
b a1 gowwd person 6o assign o the ool
lege foothall run since the action is
almoss always oo Saiurday afermoons,
There e |:|Ir|1l':.' ol other vx:u:nplwh.

Furthermore, [ don't ansaer the
phone on the Sabbath or major holki-
dliys, 501 can't be reached] by the copy
diesk for last minute guestions on a
picoe for Sunday, My editors ko thar
iz we need o iron things oue by
Frichuy alternoon,

T don't do some other conventional
hiregs, like eavingg out (Milwoukes has
only two kosher restaurantsh, 5o 1'm
not much on the lunch scene, either
acrcially o prodessionally,

But these are practical monrers thar
almost never cause genuine difficaloy.
If there are 26 hours in 2 wock when |
dien't work, that leaves 142 when 'm
willing oo make the newspaper a pro-
iy, il ar least 4 when | i my baest o
MY WS

The more Ineresting side o con-
sicler is the intanpibles.

The worlds of Orthedox Judii=m
andl newspapering have some very dif
ferent philesophic  premiscs.
Journalism’s cardinal tenct of laying
et the Facts and leming the chips fll
where thiey may is definitely in conflice
with Jewish vraclition’s sLELINgE ::'mpha.-
518 0N nol sEying things thal unsces-
sarily hamm others, even il they e true.
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Arveerscan medin ofien celish the kind of
tle-telling Jewish tradition prohibits,
The neutral or accepiing position that
the nees mcdia ke on a lot of socal
and lifestyle issues is vory different from
the sirong stz Cwthoglox Judaism
ikes om o many of the same issues, Al
the media are the principal avenoe foe
letting torrents of information and
thoughe into our hoaes and lives while,
iy o, we weork barel io s lae
ouirselves feoanm the Bubk of that tomen,

1 have not fully resolved the dilem-
nvis posed By being pulled in dhese
apposing directions, Bur | do knows
that Balamcing my two very differcan
wiorlds would hecome quite difficeln iF
1 alloweed a bor of crossover from one oo
the other. While no repoer o editor
leaves personality and philosophy a
home when ar work, there §5 & strong
virtue [0 putting up barsicrs between
thie fweo, For me, thit is more impoctant
than for most people because my Two
worlds are so different

S Toperute Lorgely with a mechisza,
i L thee Hebrew term, o barrier A
work, | am 3 journalise. 1 ooy g0 eloomy
job in a4 constructive, conscientious
mean ner. 1 regard poosiding readerswith
fair, solid and vsehal mformation in a
literate manner as a public serdoe, Tory
1o sty away from stories that ane gos-
nip:pu.rl:hluil_1}':|l1l1 1 J'u'r;':l"r;-rlu wark om
picces that are issue oriented, All of
these things are in line with both my
professional aml religious standards.

dewnproselviiee. Thardly galk atsoug

my personal involvemenis with
most of my colleagues. | don't even
woear 2 bhead covering {(vanmulke or
kippal ar work, although | do every
where clse. Wah a few excoptions, |
dion’t get invelved in coverage of fows
ish fssues. (Although this soumds casy,
it s, Forome thing, from both within
the newspaper and from the fewish
community, people oftcn ask me o
hielp or sdvise on news coverage, [ walk
a lime berween being untoopenitive
ancl nodt wanting o ger invo a confict of
interest, Fven if T was complewly un-
amare in adhvance of something appear-
ing in the paper about anyvehing Ortho-
dog-related in fowm, some people
assume [ was behind i)

I nomy newspaper mole, 1 absoluteky

e e e B e P e e e Y | e e e e e L e e S B N

1 Firmmdy o ot weant to be treared as
thie house Jew and internal represenita-
tive for Jewish interests. On the other
hand, there are times when 1 feel com-
pelled w speak up, an least within our
ranks. Earlier this year The Los Angeles
Times carried a sy, '|'|I:_r_'!-'||_-|,l p-rl:_1rr|.'i-
nenthy inomamny pPipers, in::lu.:]ing_ irie,
abour @ small and uninfluential group
of Orthodox rabbis whae had made of
Fensive remarks aboud Conservative il
Hoform Jews. | omade i clear o my
basses what 1 thaught of us and muach
of the news media engaging in supserfi.
cial, wseless conflion building.

Thf. ather side of the mechite s
thar oanside of work, | am vy
actively involvex] in the Jewish
comamunity of which Iam part. & primc
cxample: My wife and | have boon key
players in the coction of two schoaols,
cach of them occasionally controversial
and mewsworthy. | do acceptl some re-
straints due to my job. | stay out of
policical maters, for example, and [ am
circumspect abowt even casugl conver-
sations with friends about subjects such
as Micleast politics, Bur [ feel 1 am en-
titled o my privace life, and i's one
heavily colored by my Jewish involve-
menis,

There is stepage from my personal
re=ligiconss worrddd intos how Lo my joby; |
argue that it s, on balance, to the ben-
efit of my professional performance, [n
order to justiby my work in religious
terms inomy creon il it needs oo meet
whint 1 hope are pretiy high standands
1 ikwink 1ol enore mesticualoos work than
I s oo e Lo inglirey WS, Iy el
giaus involvement hns maiivapec me to
write better, Lthink, Anl I work harder

I have never refused to do a storvon
thee gronmds thar its comtent comflicts
with my religeis salues. On the ather
hand, there is a religious componen (o
miy thinking about some soovies 1'd sure
prefer w sy away froom.

There are unresoboed dilemmas for
e In chronological onder, | owas a
jopurmalist bofore 1 was an Oithodox
Jew, IEmy Jewddsh involvement hiad comme
firss, 1 dowbe 1 would have pone inco
secular jourmalism,. Bar this is what |
s, andd this is howe L support my Bamily.
Bosices, Vstill like ie formay be paradios-



cal, bvug 1 am bock an odd fshiomed kind
of lew and an old fasheoned kind of
TIE WAL [3EF [T,

Several vears ago, Daient o Princeton
wr interview George P Kennan, the
lependary American ddplomatic thinker,
for The Milwaukes Jowmal's Sunday
magaEine. From Princeton, | drove fo
Lakewood, M., home of the world's
larpest yeshiva, a center for advanced
study in rraditional Jewish knowledge.

I tangible rerms, Princeton o Lakes
wowesl % an uncidorful  S0emile trip. In
intangible terms, it is a twip from o
MCUnERIn top in one world (o o moun.
twin eope in another, Exch regards itself
as existimg at the height of the pursuit of
wisilom sl nnrnllit}*—h:ﬁ izich ix al-
roevet invisible o thee odher,

Milwapkes is neither Lakewood nor
Princeton, But the gap berween the
culture that venerates Princcton ansd
the culture that venerates Lakewood
exisis oven here, | makie a i acioss dn
EviEry time 1 trave] Pastween my rizigglh-
bosrbonsd aned e newseooam. 1 oam
comioriable making thar orip.

Coang in cither direction. fes people
are comborablc wath that orp. My sxpe-
rience supports the view that news-
roacams are mok g geod] place to look for
people who are devouwr. From my per-
speective, that shows up faidy often in
spories thar prean the “uliea-Orthocos™
(a0 berm | Bate) as quadnt cufiosiines oF
extremists. Too often, these stores are
nal well grounded.

On some oocasions, [ am able o
provide some grounding for my news-
papsr when such storkes ooour. On a
mge geenerdl front and ina moee valu-
able way, my presence  maeans that
there & some siripe 0 our internal
culture that runs closer o groups of
people—including  some non=leadsh
fzich communiiies—who otherwise
woldn’t have much presence, These
are not roles [ orelish, But 1 hope my
invalwment is constructive,

I weear an wnussal poir of hats in oy
lifiz, As lomg as | continue o el that's
what T'rm chosing in my work s @ jourmal-
ist—sammething comstructive=—> intend
e keep woearing them both. Limend
wear them cirefully, conscientiously,
almost always only ot a time. Ard
with iy head beld o @

RELIGION

By Elinor . Brecher

“religins” is defined by ohservance of

retnal, sdherence o dogma aad belicf in
thealegy, | cowrse mavre than | pray, oo
services more thaa | aersl, and pud meore
energy i fealing muiley ahout my lapses tan
inen remedyivg them, Yot there |5 no doubi tha
my upbringing in a religioosky ahservan! Smily
diefines who L am, st & it defines millions of
American Jens whase tics wo the ascient Sith
ani] it way o life wre less spicitual tas colioel

Trultion—nirkiog Passover, the Bigh Hok
v, Hamikdkah ard the rites of ke passage In
s weays prescrihed by adices thomsands of years
elal—affers comest and comfort, no netier how
coalliceed ehe search for God

Imay nod keep a kosher home, a5 my parents
ik, b 1 kmow why keeping kosher i mone than
ot s hroplsc throwhack g the dins
biefoere refriperation. |may not speak Yiddish,
bt Tve besrel df-all my life amd c2n iserre
froan contest moch of what |hear, Tmay oo be
a Holecust sumivor o share thee uniguely
camgiles experiences of the children of survi-
wirs—bant | was raised to nndersand the
kmpllcatkns of tee Holocust for dlll fews, | oen
nud live i Bsrael, o | kmows whett §1s contan eed
ebsieoe repeesenls o world Jewry,

I'm Rirtmete do works in @ part of the conptry
with a large Jewish populaton, keavy on retinees
annll Holotamst survivens, o thse's never 2
glemrth of maeral or seurces, h'h A LA
from deceding the intrcacices of the ey ks
i anabyng (e meaning of forgiveness diring
Yom Kippor o the Holocans survivars saing the
Swiss banks w0 recover Gamily assets seied by
(e Kaeis, 1 aceomparied a Verpen-Gelam
sprviver o i desahocamg where shie sewrly
il a5 prart off @ series o ceremonies marking
il 30k anmversary of WIS end.

Profiles of pecple who happen o be jen-
ish—whethier 2 hank peesideat, 1 rdia cdk-
show bl a lamyer couple suimg (he tebeoon
imidusery or o retived high school Eacher whio
domaied 32 millicn o the Universiy of Miami—
viire richer becauss | shared experionces. 3
wirld wiew and a comeson backgroand with the
subjecis. Ared common backeroands can lead o
e Lines of inguley. Or 2 healo

Al the end of 1993, 1 s “Schinclers List”
fow the st vimee. in & Mitzmi Deach thwster illed
aith Hodociust surdvors. Thedr risactions o

I i w0l partculacky seligious persan, 11

" A Cultural Jew Finds Tradition an Aid

scerwess o e Heabaow ghemoamd the Plasmow
comcentration canp Bscinaled me as much as
(hye Tilbm | wats compelled o find soveral
Sehindier sarvivirs amd wrise about thern,

it hecame clear almost imsmesdixiely that Smen
Speedbeng’s flm shonl a heroso M war profi-
teer and the doomed Jews he seved wonld canse
a sensation and had dhe potential i profoundly
influence the way non-Jewish Americans thoog)
b the Holucaust. Soddenly, the coaminy was
iransfised by @ subject trat few had wanied (o
talk aboui—aor lissen to—lor a kalf-century,
sodcenly, sunvivors whe especied that ibeir
hrilic stories woubd fellow them, slently, o
the prave, were willing and oen cager 1o
nnbwrden themselves,

1wl samverul shorl pn:l'llﬁ: al kel
Schindler’s List survivers for The Mizmi Heral],
& package that evolvesd inde the book
“Sechinadler’s Legaon True Sodies of the Lis
Survivors” Nexrhy all of ke thres doven Polish
Jens intervirwed for e look asbed me ghe
1:,|n|'1|n|:'|lln|u "imlrp.:.n.ﬂlu, [|||.':| are -
viars? Your prandpeirents? No? Then why are yoa
writing this book? Why ane you interestad™

Hel 0 ol been Jewssh, and (Bug shie W)
reassnre these undersandably suspicous,
fearful prople of oy identioss—had we nal
Im ]Hf Jus oS ] |J'H' k.l-.11ll 1|f E"IIIUIHII
shirthars] thal memders of @ |||:u|||r_3.;-r:|||.'|:ll.|:n.
prowp use——the project tever would have
sncopded.

Whech briregs the discussing full cirele:
becayse of the hook, I've been askod te speak at
chems af symagrmgues, nonpeoli-agency fing-
i, book Exirs and schools—ijumior high
thraugly college kvel—which in urn has
expamided o universe of sources lor newspaper
stisries abo |ucksizm, W

Elinar | Brocher, o

[ 088 Nigivaie Fedlavi,
dniar been o foature
iwsriter foe e i
Flerald simee 1959,
For the prevering 12
years sl ey fiv Thy
| Lowiviille Cosirger.
Fowrmnal
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EELIGION

A Seminarian Becomes a Reporter

By Curis HEpGEs
SARAJEVO

v Cather, a Presbyterian minis-

ver, had five small parishes in

the schoharie Yalley im up-
state New York, As a boy | got up carly
and drove with my Dhae, his Black mobe
Laidd ot coefully om the back scar, from
ome while claphoard chuech woanother
Yuoour eolel ovod off for the second halfof
the sermon and have a couple more
apportunites o caich it before the
MG g Wi oul.

(e does not come out of such o
hackground, cven the mther cffere in-
teHecmualisen of liberal Preshbyoerianism
vmtoached. And irseemed. despite my
warly love of reporting. that | shoold
[elbona my Etheer it the ministry. | was
one course short of a religion magor at
coflege and [ went on afrer graduation
oy Harvard THvinity School. By the dme
inweas all cwer [ had finshed foe pears of
theeologheal studies and countless ses-
slions of Sunday =chool, dharch sup-
pers and Sunday services.

But, upon graduation, | did not get
ordained, opting tor the precarioss
existence of a freelance reporter during
thee wear in Fl Sabvador, 1 was ursble @0
staunch 3 mounting distaste fiwr ihe
institutional chucch. | found mysell
iireable o blindly accep basic Chasgian
preces, such as the diviniry of Chiise,
| alses csammne By Lot hl|:||."|1-c:'rﬁl::|r'!|'.'|.| RILAREE
within the church that ofien semees as a
substituie for the stragele for social
justiCe.

I st cases 1 have fownd reliplon,
as defined by many of the overdy reli-
gious, o be an impediment to the un-
derstanding and honesty that & the
hedrock of all good reporting, indeed
all hoovest imte llectual thowght. Anykind
of dogma. Including religious dogma,
i a hindrance o our work

I have severed el all ties with the
institutionl church ginee heaving semi-
nary. But my religious wphringing in
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forms vy repoating. [ ks the prism by
wihich 1 define mv Hife.

The bridee from =eminary to the
winrld ol reporting was erected by Rob-
crt Coss | spent numerous afternoons
during my second vear o seminary
wirh Mr. Cox, then a Fellow ai the
Mieman Foundarion, and the Editor-in-
Chiet of The Buenos Aires Herald dur-
ing the dicty war in Argentina, While
rearly everyone in Argenting kepo si-
lent as scores of people were whisked
away by the death sgquads he prinied
thie lists of thes missi Tgn o thie Fromnd page
il his paper heaih ihire s F||:|||1'-e| inice
his office, He was brielly imprisoned,
hauled to his cell past g huge Mazi flag
humg om thie wall, and |;'1.'|._'|'|l1|.ql|:."h:|.r|il-:h
flee the country

Monar couled an aspiring reporier, es.
pl_'l_'l.lllf.-' g chovam ihae: sireeit ai the
divinity schoal, not be awed by his
L_'t:lmpl-:*':' Here, 1 thought, wis a life
worih living, It was his exaomple that

dlrcaves mec Lo Latin America and belped
reconcile the scoular trade of repoming
with the calling of the Christdan mings-
iey. with the goal of living the “maoral
lifie. "

Throwghout my 15 years overseas |
have repratsdly had problems sith the
stance of religious groups, Religious
communithes have produced prear fip-
ures, suchas the Salvadoran Archbishop
Ulscar Romero, but most religious lead-
ers, from Arpenting to Bosnin, have
neglected the maocal imperatives of their
faith. And reporcting on religious insti-
tutions, especially being grounded in
libvzrad theology, has only soured my
view of thiose wiws direct the Bdthiul

I Central dmerica | was cdisturbed
by the leftist church people, soome of
whom 1 knew from seminary. whio
flocked ro the Sandiniseas as well as the
1_-1.:4:1!_l.u_-|i1:.||'-: whici !.'l.lprlnru,H_I np.!ﬂi!-.t
dhictators such as Guerierila's Ko Moad

The two groups trumpeted the

Civrts Hledger, #0. 0ty Hallaw
Hicreean I'.'-':'.'q" ."ilr v Newo York
Trmaes. Fle buts drewsd ut foveipn
|-'-'r-"r.'|"lrl.'.'n"e'.'|." iy Loetine Awieviva,
mhe Midadls Exr and Erveps fa
I3 yeas, By bas ."|':|I||.|'.'|'I'1'|'\-'.r.-
Diviniry frame Harvard Univer-
irfy aiied a B, i .r'n_-.';alr:'n"-'
(WP g ] r._|II WM |:.I|'||:i::ﬂl'r [ miger
ry, Fe s .'|"r.|.|"l:'||'r\.'l_||'l:ll' Fire Al
For Timwes girce 1907 He
;l.':.‘.u.lf-u 'i-_lrl.rr.-m'l Aralwe apd
Frereta, S his piciure war iaken
im fhe {orogiuen .'Jh'.'.'l".':_.ﬂn'.'.'. I b
& drcaad o e .'.l'-'.-':'n:','.r-.l il e
far |:-."."|'.r1'l|: .'.la:_.'.r. .'n'.l:'_ln..'rrn.u
uriar af the CTIE .".'l'gw.nr e



u|1|:|.-|.|_'ﬂ 1:11-||:|||il.1|;;1:| alEj-l.iIL"'i! I!'ll:lm._' ”'H.'!,'
!lillrll'l'l.:ll'l.l."l.l aniel iﬂm wrerl the violations
coanmitted by the growps they Backed
The racit belief these proups shaeed,
thiat the Gospel could be sereed by an
armed moscirent, was mivie, o best,
Arvd gty of them had a biaree, amd
aften barely hidden, love of power,
especially milivary poeser. [ was o see
this agmin when Amercan Jews visined
Israel to endorse the hashing being
meted out by the lsracl army o the
Palestinians.

“A religion which capitulbates to the
projudices of a conempaorany age s no
viEry supaerlor toe o religon which re-
menns enslaved o the partial and refa-
tive insights of an age already deoad,”
Rednbld Michuhe wrone.

i thi: Middle East the Islamic funda-
e niialises ke hiaves imflieresd woter-
rible perversion on the rich and
texwtured religion of Islam. wsed the
winrst clichés o justilty bombings and
slavghter of innocents. And in the
Balkans the Serbian Orthodox Church
and the Catholic Church in Croatia
have become naticnalist churches, Moss
af the religious leaders here willingdy
fueled the racist tensions that led to the
Balkan war, And Sarajen’s mosques, a5
il o catch v, increasingdy promoie a
virtlen brand of Islamic reion:alism.
The fact thar 1 come from a religious
backeround makes it hardee for me 1o
report dispassionately about the er-
bl moral Bdlimgs of institutsns that
have been charged with being pro-
phietic. And any stoey | write ona reli-
ghoirs hody mmsn wsually it and cool for
aday so | can go back and wone it down,
In some wavs | think | am one of the
feporters least equipped to repsort on
religeons mstiiaticns. | carry to the story
too much bapggage and 1 rage insardly
o see the church, the mosgque or the
symapnpiee ensbived m Caesar
But I remadn, despdie my alicnation,
a reporter who has been mrained as a
minister, | search out the small, per
sonal tragedics, trivmphs and siruggles
that often gouwnnoticed in conflics, the
kinwls of stories ithat consemed my
Iather s ke in the parish.
The last phone call home of 2 voung
soldier in the Persian Gulf war tor his

REELIGION

wille o thee cmotional seeogele by oa Serls
f:lll!l;r £ ':“'H I.J.|'.| thie coffen of s o
before Recing o subuiry of Sarajevo o
b curmed covesr o the Muslims capruare,
for mae, the pathos of war,

cal el v ariom vo repodt in this man-
rsr, 1vue an least the roco professions
s mot seem o be in con flict.

But there are dilemmas and the big-
gest s my decision vo place myself in
WILT FOMES,

Diriving over M, Igmian into the be-
sleged ciry of Sarajevo may be profies-
sionally lavdable, but is v morally cor-
rect fora fther withrwo young children?
Is the: story in Bosned, whene ceporters
traveled in armored jeeps and strapped
on 26 pounds of body armor every
myorning, worth the 43 lives lost there?

These qpuesstions are ot mmicpue b
formier divinity student, Most war cor-
reéspondents struggele with them, 1 do
ot know many who have successfully
resolved the dilemma, unless they have
decided against covering war, All of us
are haanied by the desaths of those we
worked with over the vears, especially
those whi left childeen bizhing . Ardd all
of ws come back to our hotel rooms at
tirmes knowing we have been foolhardy,

I seminsry wee spoke of vooagions,
of calls. 1 am ol S0 presumpiuous
anymoee. [do this by choice and [ am
v st By i Beliesing that i is nor
worth the risk, but taking the fsk any-
WY,

The most dangerous FBiling we have,
omce in the midst of these passiomane
and biwer conflices, (= being seduced by
i cause,

Most reporrers eventually learn tha
the by thing weosrth caring about is the
plight of the poor souls trapped in the
micldbe of the crushing maw of vio=
lence. Political groups, even those in
thus oppesition or wnder siege, are ouibe
conbent to le and manipubite people
and facts o ensure thesir own poswer
anclsurvival. And reporters, like priests,
whio ilentify with these groups swiftly
lewse thesiv indlependence, theircredibil-
ity amil their vionice.

What stuns me s how persistent @
problem it remains, | have seen report-
ers, burned by political groups in the

I [ % 0l mecessary o get a theodogi-

puist, laech om oo new grod ps i difee
et conflicts wnnl distillssionment sers
in again. And much of my own resis-
ramce, | helieve, comes from pears of
spucdying Christian ethics,

Most of the rishes wee take and stories
wie write, when we look back, accom-
plish litke. Perhapsthe coflecrive weighe
of our reporting, as with the Kurds in
nosrtbeern bragg o the Muslimes in Bosnia,
prodds o lethargic workd po st But most
oof thiet tirme, wihen it is all done, we don'
have much toshow for ourefforts, This
is how it should be, What defines our
wirk and our life showbd always be the
strupgle to report iy and honestly.
Thee result is frrelevant

But there are moments, however
rire, wheen a report we make manages
tr oy @ little bit of good, And this
commpensates for all the other disape
rnln'rm.ﬂnu anid Euilures.

W 1 wps covering the war in El
Salviseloar im P28 the International Com.
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC) was
delivering aid fo peasants living in areas
caught uprin the lghting, The TCRC hagd
iy inform the Salvadorean military a
week in advance before being allowed
1o make such deliveries,

he salvadoean milicary, howe-
I cver, rade linde disunenion be-
rween the rebels and their civil-
inn suppeorers. 10 was not enthusissoic
alsout such deliveries. The milicary, on
the day of such trips. staned w block
the convors, announcing that there was
fighting ahead and wrning the trucks
hack., Meanwhile Salvadorcan troops
were surrounding the wnarmed peas-
anes ared gunning then dooam

The only way o confirm chis story
wis to cross the limes and geg 1o the
peasants on the day of @ delivery, [went
by bt and then by foor with a guide.
It was frightening. The killing wis hor-
rific. Bui Washington, after the siory
came out, witded in 1o put a stop o the
slaughter, As fur as | know it never
happened again, although it did oot
put a stop o the killing of woarmed
civilins,

[t owas a small trivooph in a2 very
hloody war. Bul must reporters whio
have eovered such conflicts carry decp
within them such memorics, memoeies
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thar allow us woodefine our worth, if not
o thae workd, then ar bease o curselves.

The intrusiveness of ceporers s, of
course, not always the correct and
proper response o human crapedy And
it 15 this imomusiveness that has most
aften made a mockery of my pastoral
Aradmi g,

I covercd the excavations of a pri-
mary school in Mexico Clry the diy after
the earthouake, Amid the rubble could
be heard the weak and forlorn cries of
small children, Parents, weacked by gricl
and anguish, gathered around the
roped: off remains of the bailding,

Linterviewed the parents, nearly all
of whom would never see their chil-
e alives, bt | hatesl el rimg it 1F i% rost
what 1 would have dome bad 1 been
owehitingd, I was oo of the fews times |
consicdered guitting. And when | was
doing the interdicws [ was haunted by a
briel cxchange 1 had a5 an adolescem
with oy Futher, Dasked him whar b said
ton pecypbe when he went o their homaes
after the death of a2 fimily member,

“mot much,” he said, “Mosiy 1 just
make the coffee,”

What | ded thar afternoon scemed a
hetrayal of everything 1 hacl leamed
abot compassion and griel

There are assignmenis mow, such as
thee o in Mexion Ciry, 1 would oo
take, or at least would handle differ-
enthy. There are huge swathes of pour-
malisrm thae bold no ineerest foeme L do
ol want o go o Washington, for cx-
ample, and cover politics. | have oo
affimity with the rich and poswerful 1
care maost about church gossip, aboun
the travails of the kocal congregation, |
remain; | suppose, decp in my heart
and despdic what | think of the church,
4 parish minister. W

Calvin's Hot Breath

“Cormirg feom anold ‘Blue Spocking’
Preshyveerian [amily which, in my
grandmoher’s time, allowed w0 cook-
ing o Sundays, excepr bieakfase coffes,
I abways have had am inumense inenesn
in things relighous. The haor breath of
Calvin alwavs & on my neck, and re-
mofse and sorrow, hor and cold flaches
of ‘conscieace’ follow nry every derelic-
tion."—Ralfl oGl i Radpl Mol
Reporeer, " I Haroda B Mardin,
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RELIGICGORM

Having Fun Doing God's Work

By Frank ELEAZER

Church, and by age six was asking

questhons o which the available
answers weren't then, and T4 years
later still aren's, wholly persuasive. My
fatheer had ashed the same questions
and had resolved them co his sanisfac-
thon, centering his life on good works
and the church. Though he never gave
up hope for my seeing the light, he
accepted me For what he onee had
beven, and Inevitably | became, an in-
UL MiNE MEWSpahermn.

Froom four decades as a reponer in
Georgia, Florida, Vieginia and fnalhy—
fiar roesl |:|Fm:.r working Iil'v—'ﬂi-';a,.l.hing-
ton, [ conciuded that nobody has all the
pnswers, ahout God or anything else;
that there isanother side on most every
isspe; and that nobody Pve kowesan in
pu|3|:i|:_' ollfive:, brom station howse @
White House, was elther all good or all
bl Even Bichard Nixon may bave been
n tond Facher,

The Christian Coalition wasn't
around inomy day, but T wouldn't hse
liked Cansd dhon® now) s pious cer
tainty andd cagerness o impose it on
cathvers. Bt for United Press Intemmtional
at the Howse of Reprosentatives 1 oo
ered Guirly, and s0 fallv some ol oy
news competitors yowled, carlier
cvangelicals' atemprs o write school
prayer int the Constimation. Mobody
coitld agree then, or now, on accep-
able language.

One ke lawmaker in chis running
fighn (as well as in passage of landmark
civil rightz legislation on which 1 also
repored) joked oo me once thar scli-
righteous bluster on the prayer issoe
ke hion say “Thank Geod I'm am aickee-
ise.” He wasn't, of course, He was a
belever, Bur e belicved even more
firmly in the constitutional rght to -
cept God ar nog, 1adid | foo, and still deo

As an carly-day battler against racial
and economic injustics, my dad was a
Christinn if [ ever knew one, soamactimaes

I was horn imo the Methodis

o wehint 1 viewed as exoess, Years ahead
of the lung cancer scare he surrendered
hiz Ferm’s tohscen albotmeent Amcd at
agre 90, when advisesd by his doctor o
sip a ligtde wine before dinner, he re-
Tursese] Desd e “full imnoehe habdn™ e b
sesen devastating others,

Ar B regret not having matched, or
even approsched, my Bithers courage,
elielicarion and  lifetime '.||._'v|.'u|1'||:|liﬂi'|r
mient, Bor to the extent that the free,
fair Now of mlnemation contrbutes po
solution of racial, social and other em-
el proshlems, meavke Lean plesd guilty
oy haviig done ar lease some of God s
wirk.

Besides thar hey! Hasa't it all been

|

Ao iy youeh Robere B Elewzer, Frank s
Jaiher, worked ai a reparvier for The
Clerdseille, Tewn, Leal-Chranicle and The
Focky Mannrain News in Devser, Fov eigly
e T wnes Flieor |:|_|"-'|"i‘|r .‘Il-llt-r"ll'-.l:lhl.d'l'_:i Vades,
Norativern Metioaiom % .lmm.#é_'p HJ..'FI.-E:LI.?_'.I.HF iR
Mashaille. Far .E'l:}_}-,:‘-:lﬂ.lll‘ wity Edweation
Llrmectar ﬂ_-IIrIJ:IF {ammicrion an frternacial
Coaperarion {predocesor af the Sowthern
.l!ﬂr.'.n:l.'prff..un-m'n',.l iw Aelawin. Frank, .-g_f-rrr
.Er.umjp and Colioiair, :r-w'.l!"m'_,l'irr The
Macon '.I_r.'r:g'r.r_la.ﬁ, The Wichmond Timer
J":u's'mr.:{n, it ."‘I.l'l'l.!]' e them ..".'-'_?.r.?rs |I'Err
Ulmrbed Presr amd LA E\'_il'b.l?_lra.'umg dhe 5k
Perersbaurg Timter a0 an aditorfal woster.
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A Reporter Becomes a Seminarian

By James RICHARDSON

& [write this, | have justvolunmr-
ily given up myv job as 4 ceportce
at The Sacramento B and left
the profession of jourmalism that nur-
tred me for 21 years. This &l 1wl
enter a seminary 10 becoms an Eplsco-
pral priest
Let mé explain how 1ot here, and
offer a fewe ohservations abour the role
of religion in my life as a reporter and,
more broadly, about religion—and
sy iimies thic Ign:lr.mn:'vl, ol f=In or
TN TS
I have beenan Episcopalian all of my
lifie, although like many of my geners-
tiom | gresedlisenchanded wath the smiag-
ness and complacency of organised
religiom during the Vietnam War, and 1
el awy Fraam church inmy ey 2005
Paradoxically, 1 knew as a teemager that
I avomalid be a priest iocthee secomed hall ol
miy lile, 1 is a fecling thar never really
left me although 1 oemed very hard o
prush it wwsay,
Here is where jowrmalisa enters the
(IS T Ty
Boginning im my 200, jouricilism
wis very mach a religious callimg fon
me; newspaper reporing has becn
strmething more thian just producing
newspapers. Beginning with The River-
sicle Press-Enterprase in Southern Cali-
tormia as a LOPS antd cowrts reporier,
journalism enabled me w see the
workd's grimy amnd cruct underside, 1
amy neew covnvanceg] chat Gl waneecd
me b expenence the world that sway
ard] o s it rom outside the Church
I mvorvesd om b other newspapers, and |
have becn a political reporier for 12
vears, ending my daily nesspaper ca-
reer @l The Sacramento Bee. For me,
Wriling mEWspEper siories & part of
ddngy o'y ok
I myy mick=300s 1 remeened o the
Episcopal Church, joining 3 Brward-
lncing congregation in Saccumenio,

rimity Cathedral Chorch, bed by a dy-
mamic priesi, Donald Brown

Inn my |--:|.r|'g.l ail's, my I.'J”iI'IH 1 be a
pricstcame back inabig way; Leowld no
longer pugh it away, and | bégan ex-
prhoering it serowsly ot fve yearsago,
lhis fall, my bisbap has given me the
rvcd b enter thae: Church Devinity Sclosd
of the Facific in Berkeley
wiell, im three vears Twill gradoare, ancd
4 vear afver thar, 1 will he ordained.

I all goses

After 21 vears, 1 still believe the cen-
rral mission of journalism is w “afflics
the momborizabbe, and coemfort the af-
fMictesd, ™ Ag its st Basic bevel | joumal-
ism—something like religion—is 0
search for truth homvevier painful tha
truth may be. Mewsrooms e Fuall ol
journalises sl dedicated eothar pringi
pal even il somc do mod articalae i
cpurite that wary, The corporate exlices for
bigger profits can stifle amd rosorane

vt Bichwarelion (e s witle e Bedrdl wied b Fremagr ekl Bt @k iy

Siereed Sereive progece, nesmmeee 996, Pir River T, Madloe Caroney,

Califarmia, Sivdemin frops feveral conrehes of parons denen i iies joam sdeh

P A I I"I'Jr\.ﬁ_l..l AT |':-.| ."..al'l.l.f'r .'|_|i'.l¢r.l|.. s A |'.|I'|l lIl.:':'_l.' .rllll"lll.'.lnln'!l\.llﬂ.' |.'F|'.l|'.

e drifes Lower, B genes @ B prreret for fowe e fameel Maolutralion o

i founls gemeration Californdin, Hi preai-great pravalaber wemt to Califor-

n'l-..' _||'Ililr'|'|'l|'u.'-|:.l L |'l|'r I'“.'|'|'II W ar [ rl".']l'll’.'ll.l ll-.rr_l'.l!mr.'l.;_l.l' PEEAR, A r\-.l.'.ll.'I.r-\.l.'r i

4

g

LA Kreinarasen |'I-.|'_| el e .ll.l'.-| Hu'rn.'.ld:' Mrer I'.u.'r.llri“".r. £ e S

Ihirger Lravon and The Sacrameme Bee, s e speeialized i lepinlative

e Itull'll-ﬂ.l-:'ulll.'.l|'lllu-£|:l'\-. Irl.rl'r.'.- .-.-:'..'I'|!'|-r:l.".-.rﬁ'lp'.-u"l.h.n.".irl'. ol prhwder dienes, M doak

“Willie Brown: A Bieprapdy, "abowt the mayor of Saw Francion, s pacd

teivent am Clevober TS0 by the Elwrvevnery of Califoraee Pree, Lowd Kowleiks

||:|I.'I|'.II.'|£I'|II:-'.|I.' fL g |I.i.'II'I|'I|'I 7 |"i'l'lll.'|'\l.| wr II;|I|F .Il'rln:'
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that mission, but only so G, As long as
thirg e fonralists i NUWsrcoms,
the higher purpose of journalism will
]'u'm':;il.

S0 far, 1 hae phr.w;'d all o thix in
rl_'Ji5_in|::||.|.~: erms, Wiewing jrrarmalism s
il 's |:::|J-I|'i|:||':|_ P b o !:l'i|'|-|1|1r:|.' wli BpHe L
fanaticism, intolerance and the propa.
manda thar goes with i wrine all of this
witrily,

Lot rra Ly df iy SeSPecS o5 8 sl
seecuilbir l'l-rj'lﬂ alessinis a |!||.‘|. whien done
well, demands a rigodous, scientific
micthod thar requires sticking o the
facts. Bug if my religious B is sevure,
why should thar est be of any threar?
My religeous belicfs are cascentially eow-
mrciical: | helicve there are many winys
ol ko Groosd amd dolng God®s work.
The Epdscopal Church does non have a
mvonopaly om trath o an exclusive fran-
chise om Caod, Journalism, with ks fronmt
rovy seat on the world and its panoply
of fiths. serves o underscore that un-
derstanding for me.

o 1 st aside my religious be-
D biaefs om the job? To be honest,

nob really—how couldd that be
possible? They are part ofwhol am and
why | am dotng this.

Huomever, my reporting is notovertly
relighous in its tone or method. Indeed,
my approach o the nues-and-bolis of
respuortingg ancl writing s sometimes bros-
tally secular. And 1 still like oo go to
Benny's for g beer afterwaork, and § sl
cuess like, well, a reporter, Few of my
colleagues could tell Twas o "religious
person” at all during my years as o
reparieT, wlvich was wl‘nl." i whas i surs
prise w some when | announced 1 was
ledving to become o priese. 1F anvibing.
jowrnalism has forced me o lve some-
thing of a doul:le life,

My relighows belicls probably shade
e kirwds oof stoscies that interest e, But
so=Called “religiows” stories and the “re-
ligion bear” have never interesped moe.
Tvwold e hugee ly undaie and unethical
for e o write a swory about the Episoo-
pal Church for my newspaper. | am too
close, o inskde,

[ can think of only one story in 21
veprs thar I woubd consider * relglious"—
a story [ did abowt macin brothers sepa-
raved as toddiers who, when finally
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rennited in their 40°s, fownd their few.
ish Bith renewed and strengthened.
Writing about them was bugely moving
[T e, :l.m_l._guﬂ: ma renewd strengeh
in iy o rl.'li-g_lq wis lifee. At 118 inches,
it was thic |.-||.111.¢-|:&~:I! sLory ol My CArCeT.

cxsit by, Bevariwver, thae stories that
M b always interested me are

about the political, govern-
roe il and cducatonal systems—ithose
very Bieman institietions that are s
poscd 1o serve all of God's peaple (es-
pecially those who do nor pacdoularly
fecd like Cood's chosen people). Thar
sense of calling kept me fooan coompla-
CONCY.

B my experience, the issues ofbeing
braeh & peliglows person and a journalise
are moee mundane—and more insdm-
bl ly cnrenched—han the ssuesof
story selection and ethics,

First, thert is a practical problem:
néwspapers are insatiable beasts and
require us oo fy off ar @ moment's
naice orwork kate doing write-throughs
undil the last edition Teis difficuli o
work af o newspaper arul be reliably
active i d church or any other civic
organizatien for that matter. | have
served on my parlsh vestry (hoard of
directors) and as senior warden {(chair
man}, but my attendance was not sper
ling,

Frankly, being fully o part of a reli-
ﬂh_n,wmmmuniw n:quirus I-l::ﬁingﬂu-nf
some caregrism and giving up some
creature comiorts (Jesus never prom-
izl this was easy stully, My wile, Lori,
and [ have vsed vimcation time o Gk
vt church’s geenage vouwth group on o
[reoject to repair houses on Indian res.
ervarions for four summers. 1 would
nat have raded any of those experi-
enoes for a beach in Haswsn.

Mowe  subsly, there is an ethos in
AMIETICAN NCWSHMHNS against jeining
anvthing, much less a religious organd-
zaron. I omee had a managing editoran
another newspaper who did nor be-
ligve in voung bocause he thought than
would impinge on his journalistic ob-
jecoivity. Beligien was simply off the
radar screcn.

Wi eschew being partdclpants with
gool reason, bor the difficaliy with
bazing such a purist (aswude from the Gicy

that we live m this world with evervone
welze) is that we detach ourselves from
CRIE CoRmmt nities, W become kess sen-
sitive 10 what is important to oar reacd-
ers, Haomw many Mﬁﬁmﬁ'rtTJn'kmil palg
tie= bover YiMI b= iy wehiere thie ulﬂ].'
lurril:: ol comversation was e NEWE] KL=
per? 1 owas invieed tooa reception by
Time mapazine editors on their recent
Highway 50 trek aceoss the country thal
cided in sacramento, Trathfally, all
ey secmed really interested in calking
about was Time magaeine. That sor of
imsularity makes ws poor journalises, It
also cuts ws off from g remendous
wealth of sources, Somc of my hest
news siories came feodn tps feom my
fricmcds ar Trinity Cathedeal.

Ohur insulariny as pournalists also has
lesed was pon erivializee che importanoe—he
powver—aof religious belicl in the lives
of our renders, We send our best re-
porters to citv councils, school districts,
ithe Legislatwre, the Public Utility Com-
mission, and the rock 'n’ roll beai (all
with treme ncd ous powe s over our lives),
but how many newspapers devoie res
porting and editing oomph o covering
religion xand ethical issues? My former
cmplover., The Bec, devotes talented
e pormers and senbor editors (o the spe-
ciitlty bat it is an croeption Among mist
newspapers other than the largess mci-
ropolitan dailies,

Juurnalism’s lack of care about reli-
ggiom shows, And our readers notice,

ewspapers and magazines take
Nn;l:ra care (o get the tithes and

mosmemchature rluh.q whon writs
iy abwout government, police depar.-
mens, courts, spors and business, Bug
journalisis are exceedingly creless.—
bordering on contempiuous—when
swriting alyout religion. We get the titles
wrong, the depominational erms
wrong. We use mindseer interchange-
ably with pricst, pastor and reverend
when those words have very specific
micanimgs, More than just Boman Cartho-
lics have bishops, proicsts, nuns and
miconks, but yvou wouldn't know it by
reading some of our newspapers. We
woubdn't dream of geaing the tidle
wirong on a judge or polidcian, bur we
are cavalier ghout the clergy,



Our canbudsman, usually a stckler
for lungrunge, recently referred toa con-
pressional camddidate as a “Christian
minister,” Just what was he talking
abowt? The term was used so loosely it
mieant nothing. We habitoally use relis
E_il:.l.u»: wiorels thl e Irllpu-n.unl foy dmar
relers, bur we show theem ligthe re-
Spect by nor using those words prop-
erly.

AL worst, American newsrooans have
an anti-religious undercument. Thai iy
ol B0 say there arcn’t religious people
i ewarnoms, bur often they feel they
minisl sty undergeound of be iaken as
goamie kind of a koobk. One of the meos
cevealing expericnees | had after an-
nouncing | was going oo seminary was
when several d‘.‘l.‘:lll.l‘:.&;.h.u:.h told me IJ'||'.':.'
giv to church, oo, The Bee s full of
religiows people—Iine hiding the cxecn-
tivae pelivor. The Bee fs a penerally fricndly
place e the ibea of being religious; my
colleagues include practicing Chids-
tens, Jews, Muslims and Buddhises.
Bur the ethos of journalism somelow
makes paeople feel they will be taken as
lightweighes and marginalized if they
are tow public about it Sometimees | fecl
our newsrooms need chaplains at feast
as much as they need Guild shop stew-
ards {who somenmes feel they are do-
ing chaplain duty)

aradoxically {we Eplscopalians
Pmﬁ:un e ke men;ltm:uj. journal-

ism is intimidaed by religion,
andd particulacly cowed by religious
prople on the rght with political agen-
das {Pat Boberison, Halph Beed, Jerry
Fulhln;'“]. Thie remson Ay Gy S
lhillH tos oy weith the Balslical illie r.ll:':,-'l:lf
jpourmaliseg, which rmdrrors o modern
sociery a1 lange.

With lidde independent knowledge
of the Bible, journalisis have ler the
poeliticalreligions rght dominate the
public discussion of the Bible, giving
those voices almost complere authosicy
on all things hiblical. Giving the reli-
gious right & near-monopoly in our
public discourse on the Bible is bad
journalism and a disservice 1o ourread-
crs. There are others with more moder-
e and—dare | sav*—liberal views
abwowt the Dible. B those volces are
rarely reflecied in the pages of our

RELIGEOM

newspapers, much bess on elevision,

This s not some debate about how
muiny iwngeels fieon the head of a pin. boat
o dialogue thst goes to the crus of the
lefreright conflice throughous mose of
American history, Joornalists canneot
I'llll':." imform dhear resulers aboot oar
political debsate il thev o ot theeme
gielves understand a1 lease some of the
religious debate.

There are theologians and Christian
anil Jewish leaders I:|:1|:|iv|.'!.' with viewe.
poines alyl aboction, gays, leminism
arvd economic justice who ane sadically
at odds with the views of Ralph Beed.
Hur Harvand s Pener Gomes, minisier in
Thi Memarial l.i|:||.|.|:\-|.'|||I 15 mrr.:l:.-' olleread
b journalists a8 4 counterpodnt oo the
eight althomegh e busa Best-selling ook
alwmil the Bible

ournalizm’s lack of exre ghout feli-

glon beads us, | belsve, Do somme-

thing more instdious than just mess-

ing up titles and woritng incomplene

storics. lournalism's teivializtng of reli-
glon leads wooa level of omicksm dhan
corrupts the cone purposes of journal-
ism. By cmicism, | do not mean the
hrd-edged shepticism and sharp ho-
mr which | relish; | mean an atoioude
thar mor much can change for the be-
ter, 50 as journalists we should alwiys
try 1o he Yrealists.”

I encountered that kind of cynicism
with those Time m:lg;:.l:'tn# eolitors am
their Higheay 30 project. As part of
thedr discovery of the rest of us, Time
held a seres ol "town hall™ mectings on
vilrious ssues poross the country, and |
WAN il rl:l.ru_'|i.~|.1 i Sacramenio on the
issize ol affrmative action, In ihe lis-
crission e fome e, Dveniured thet the
dlebiie over affirmd Five petion masked a
deeperissueon improving aurschools,
particularly those sceving our proorest
clilzens. My observation wias mct not
with disagrocment by a Time cdivor,
Fain weinh the eynical view than the schonls
will mewver be fixed soowhy bother with
talking abour i

L joernalises o nocask the big gques-
vons and widen the debare bevond the
supproscdly “realistie,” who will* I's
still God's work, W

Russell Shorto
Jesus in Myth,
Jesus in History

LULLR ] i

who grew up Cathalie, afiended Cathaokic

schools unil the farth grasde, and did a
stint s an aliar boy befpre kendng the charch
in e teens. Althouzh 1 never returned 1o
(H‘ﬂﬂlli.’ﬂl.l 'r|'|i'__|::i|'||| Ihyq_'ar':l':.' fid i!;-_h'Jll.!-. 1"|.|1ri-
ence has staved with me, whether 1 like i@ or
ol Hisgorical Jesus work; Girs canght iy
aftention beciwse of is onolly rational per-
spective. Here, 1 thought, was 3 group of
ineeligent people mking a hard, eriticsl ook
af u story that is vy approached with pic-
ey piety, Mo they woukd cof through the
ot sl Ioeate the el store mavhe thasy
woihd Fnally Kill Fesas for me.

OF conese, they dida't. As 1 imemecsed
el i the subject, 1realized that mam of
these people were minlsiers or priests & well
a5 suthordics in ancient history, Far from
rrying to ieds Chrisdamiy, oy of them were
working wwand a oew definition of it They
were hispang o make o 56t of very oncient
heliels digestible 1o 2 modern ming 5o that the
sl of wisslom locked within thesn coneld
take roal. To thedr way of thinldng, they wese
altempiing lo s Christianity from the
choking claich of lterainess.

This aspect of the work is what seems o
aceonm for the remarkahle pomdar inberest
in the wiple. Dense, jargon-packel scdholardy
boirks on the subjec make besgsefler Rais
When experis appear an radio edll-in shiows
the phones light up, There are ministers of all
denominsions whiy say they have feli 3
hisrcle Eifted from their shiilders by this
approsch o dhe pospels, o they g sl
denly offering thedr congregaiions an enfircy
nese Jesies, I—Russal] Moo (o “ospel
Trnudh, ” Riverbosd Bombks. 1957,

I am oot 4 bibbical scholae ot o writer
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Seeing Beyond Politics

By Gwen I

friend on the wlephone the orher

might about a particulacly appeal-
ITEE S of carcer chidees he was ‘|El|.!i|'|l|::.
Hi hed called me for advice, in pan
hecawse e was oontemplannga switch
I had made—irom print 1o broadcas)
jrnrnalism—aonly thres vears ago,

Itwas one of those conversations we
all kave in this business, We welghed
the relative meels of thie vpe of jowe-
malism he would be praciicing. the po-
tentlal benefit ol leaving the newspaper
for which he worked and the luontive
fimancial possibilities of television

Then, gquite naturally, our conversa-
ticar shilbed gears. We miked aboul wha
Croad hiad in mimad for his carcer, He said
that he had been praving abswi the
decislon and that he kepe retaming to
the notion thar be wisuld jost have o
"step owt on fith” o make this job
change. He said he weas comvingeed that,
in the words of a popular JTames Cleve-
land gospel tune, the Lord “hadn'y
fari II_IH|1| lien this Gar o leave him.™

I witd syl o 3 colleagiee and

W talked o this manmer for some
e, easily slipping Biblical references
e our comversation and ending the
comversalion with promises 1o pray for
cach other, This was nol an wowswal
conversation for me, bur L suspect many
wistled be shocked ar the notion tha
rwn succcssful journalists mighe alk
with cach ogher in this fashion. More
impaortantly, P posess chagmany of thoses
in my profession and those whe watch
my profession for signs of evil liberal
bias would be surprsed oo discover
that any of us believe in anyihing at all.

Bt Db, T oonsbde r myself o commit-
vl Christian who believes thar Jesus
Chirtst is my Saviowr, Ancd thai conviction
affects the way | do my job in the same
winy that evervihing else that [am does

That doesn't meean that | consider it
m:-'rr'.l:l::npn;rm_‘ﬁlﬂ:]|1n'rq_.|'g_11 my wirk

Nieman Beports £ Fall 1997 24

O Lo inser my celigiouns vicws inio my
coverage. Bun it does mean that | being
a differens sensibdliy o my job than
many of my colleagues oo

I kmew in a way that some other
policical jowrnalist colleagues did mor,
forexample, that it was a sign ofrespect
tir dlress up and behave conscrvatively
in the churches that we often visited
while covering rhe Rev, Jesse [ackson's
988 presidendal campaign. Having
sprom upim thee chiurch as the daughiler
of s Almican Methodist Episcopil min-
istier, | knew the Hiurgy and the hymns,
Iioundd the tracditions of the black church
neither alien nor limiting

Arul when 1 swdrched over to cover
the Rev, Pal Eobertson’s compaign th
same vear, 1instamly saw the similari=
ties Between the two preachers who
were running for President, while oth-
ey saw only the poditical contssts,
Both men were beinging moral mes-
siises o volers who were hungry o
them. Roberson and Jackson may have
doefined themselvesas conse reatives and
liberals, but the people who come oo
see them largely did not. Hobemson's
Fellowee s weres mostly white; Jackson's
mostly back., Bur their politdes were
more alike than different

As it happens, Tam a black woman
working in a profession that does nog
have many people like me working in
visible positions. The word “diversin”
seems o have sooguired o sour tste for
many managers, bt [still believe inits
importance, Perhaps 1 just define e
e Brovckly. 1 bseelieve than rwr:.-l::u:tl!.-'
hn:'u.;.'. their own lilie's cxpericnoe 1
thee jods. 11 1 sweere 3 white male, | mighe
have less appreciation for the angu-
ments Boaoring alfirmative action. I |
bl Been maised noa cocoon ol privi-
lege, |might not b able ws grasp how
propke end up relyving on welfare,

Thiet s whiy it i imponiant for news
rooms e have people working thene
whe represent a mix of beliefs and
backgrounds. Oue responsibilioy is o
necessarily o be objective; i is o be
fair,

When | covered the Depamtiment of
Housing amd Urban Developasent for
The Washingion Post, | daresay | was
the only reporer on the beat whio had
ever lved in public housing. When |
coversd the 25th anniversary of the
passage of Titke 9, which wasenacted to
emsire pender equity, | saw the glass das
half-empry. My male colleagues tended
oy see it as halffull

Crigew SRl i @ spnimmed Ip.'-i.':."...u" FTEp O
derat for NBC News, Farlier e w0 Whise
Houze covrespardent for The New Vork
Times, Kb spevat seven years at The Waslng-
fan P, piere s covered the THEE Prest.
Aental eawipatpn s te JOSD seanadal ab
rhe Deparevaent of Honriy and Urbay
Drwnr.'pmr.ur. {He'nr ardre avarked ﬁ.lr Tire
Haltemore Ew.u:r.-‘g Snem gred Thve Bostor
Herald American, wlbere she begarn ber
auireer. A Matioe l.l__|'".-"-rrre' Vark ibe fi ﬂll-:r..-ﬂru-
ate af Sfiwrois Cillege aril tnts awvarded an
Bararary docvate HII'- ,I'n-vﬂ'i'.h'.'.mn'l ,I"rww ot
b miarer i 1993, She appears frequenily
ant “Meed the Prens” atbvad b °T ::-'.'1'r.l_;r LY
an MEC, die "'rr"'.u:-lf-'."n;i:'ﬂl.ru Week i He-
poiras  pat IS



My religious convictions affect my
work . much the same wiy. | nedice
it wedon't o enough o capiuee the
comiribai o that churches are making
riy keepr thee fraped public social service
sifery met from collapsing complerely. 1
aim capable of hearing the appeal da
mamy find in the words of Minksoer
Louis Farrukhan, when others cannot
get past his inflammatory assessnens
of whites and Jews.

Bringing a set of beliefs wothe job
should enhance our work, not compli-
cate i, When | cover abortion, 1 am
maore likely o see the shades of gray
than the extremes on gither side. When
[ listen to politicians talk about “tanily
vitlues,” 1 am more likely o evaluate
whit they are saying in broader rerms
that transcend the polities of the mo-
mead,

Bt mueny ul!'m}' collengues 'hnnﬁ the
game sensibility o their work os 1o
We often belwve in different things.
Hut i thee newsrowsms we inhabdt, we
are by anad e e particularly over
bearing or preachy abour our beliefs.
Yer, they are our underginding.

What we believe and how we prac.
tice those beliels allows us o do what
so many journalisis got into this busi-
[ ST ] I:‘II::I. !1I1[|:I;' il £ rrl:l-'u.-..iu;.; iLI'HI L=
EIJ"I:I.'III il IICI'II:1 '|.II1I:1I:'rh|:J1:II:1:I)II:'. hlill.l =I1I.':II
tor ke ourown seab at exposing wihars
wromg and flixing i W

Early Agnostic

“Since my father was o free
thinker, no religiows insruction or
attendance was ¢ver reqquired of
e, though [ was expose:d carly o
Haptist and Methodist camp meet-
imga, Megnn nd white. | occasion.
ally went 1o church in Glasgow
[Kenmcky| according to the com-
munion of the girl | happened to
be with. Before my teens | found
myscll with no. crecd, the merc
thought of a creed being torally

unaccepiable. I was an carly agnos-
e ard have remainied that way,"—

Arrinr Krook, three-time Puditzer
Prize-winner and for maore than
F0 years Washingfon Correspon-
dont of The New York Times, in
"Menodrs, " 1508,
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Truth Without Darkness and Despair

By KARLA VALLANCE

v Chie mimmee 1 was 12, 1 knew |
B wanted o be in the news busi-

MNi=ss, Ii:,-' the timee | was 160 1
knew the reason why: because being a
reporter, being in mews, was the closest
thing 1 eould find o relling the touth, ar
getting ot the truth. That seemed (o be
ar the very hean of jpurmailism

After 20 years in the business, 1 still
find joarnalism an s best o be truth-
pelliong, Bur my view of the news busi-
mess now is part of a fare lroader pane
orama ol reath amd & decper
understamding of what truth is. 1 thimk
every good newsman and woman brings
i hiis o hee work an hoaest desire w
el or wneower the math. Bor vuth-
elling, informed by Cheistian Science
portrays the unvarmished reallor of dhe
human simaion, vet refuses o leave
the readerdistenersdewer at that poing
of darkness and despadr. That kind of
wruth-telling investizates who is look-
ing tor answers to the problems and
what those answers might be. Becausse
there s a solution for every problem.
Arvcl iFan answerisntobvious ver, some-
ong somewhere = looking to find an
answer, And that is a key part of any
SHOMTY.

Truth-telling informed by Christian
scienoe also focuses much fess on the
surface evidemoe—ithe “lace of the
sky ==amc] mach e om e “signs of
the times,” (o ke a0 nl froom Jesus's
srarement in Mamhew 16:3. That kind
of rath-telling looks deeper at the
thought trends, and puts human cvents
it a deeper, eicher brocsde of mcan-
img that can come feom thought that
glves credence to things of the Sparin.
Thar kind of truth-ieling docsn't get
throwsn by the evidence of the moment,
althowugh it also doesn't dgaere the ovi-
denee

Mary Baker Edidy, the founder of
Christion Science. writes in her book,
“Srience & Health, With Key o the
Seripoures”: " Actuaintanee with the Sci-

EIE |1I"I'u:'i|1i,l_ enables us [0 coommene
miore largehy with the dindne Mind, o
loresee and foretell events which con-
cemn the universal welfare, to be di
vinchy i|1.'i._|‘|rir|.'|:I Wil B0 rech thi= Al g
o Fetwerless Mind ®

Shee also writes, in it same book:
“The wenm Sdence, properly under-
stonsl, refers onby o the bows of God
andl w His government of the universe,
inclusive of mamn. From this it follows
thatt bBursireess men anel culiored schol-
ars bave found thar Cheistian Scicnoe
cilanoes their eoduranoe and oecocal
povwers, enlarges thoeir perocpieon of
character, gives them aoutencss and
comprehensvencs: and an ahility 1o
craceed their ordinary capaciey. ... b ex-
temids the armiosphere of thought, siv-
ing miortals access wibroader and hgher

Karla Viallenee returned to Moniter Badio m
Eveenirve Producer n March 1996 afier
roEMREliNE @ S-Yedy TR a3 @ produceT,
patztor, ana writer for felevarion s CNN and
O fermrsionad. Viellawce begin frer
FATYEr aT1 & REMSPAPET FEPOTEr, [OFTEE

Secricre ana coveriing tive Moroh Stare for

The Chicapn Tribnme, A g.r.-?-r."rmfr ol k-
e Seare Digdeeraity, e alio sivalied com-
paraitvr political gpis o tee Pacrfic Rew,
e Tudvas rubeestiviens, and Afvice ity
traveling aratid the wxrd e o s divogh
Crapman Coflege s ol Cavn e Afis,
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realms, It rases the thinker into his
nptive gir of insight and perspicacity,”

5o bor me, the goal of thatinsight and
perspicacity is o truly get wo the heart of
l}liupl

My oo pry wlesin I!1!It'!.|'ﬂ:"l.'.i!_"l1l:_"t' has
sy greatly sl oreed |-,-!,. my Bith, Lean'
yet say that | am so in daily toe with
Cxod that 1 am able yet o see the future,
But | hope o be able o, And in the
mzintime, | by believe it has afleeiesd
my work in marked and tangibde waes,
And | wouldd say thar my faith affecred
my performance as much ar AN as i
fis ar The Chreistian scienoe Monivos
and Monigor Badio.

It woubd have 1o, | believe thar any
nCwEEEeT O magssine article, o any
television or radio broadeast, is 2 win-
diow ineo the soul of the person writing
and producing it. Bvery qualicy, every
shard of knoswbedge, wisdorm, insight—
and yes, blas—Iis, | believe, glacingly
abwious. And sinee Christian Scienee,
thic lass of Gasd and thelr operation, is
such anm inregral part of who | am and
v | =sise things, It affects every little
thing Ealo It informs every lictle thing |
choy,

of cxample, when wreiting or ed-
Filing medhcal swories at CHN, |

wis always more careful than
mast wrdo what every good pournalise
shvould do: source my copy. If the story
iz about someone dying of a disease,
thc copy marist say that “doctors believe
[the disease | to be incurable™ or some
other proper gualifying phrase that
makes it clear that this s what the
meelical comumunity befieoes, I isn't
necEssanily so, because 1 believe a5 2
Christian Scientist that no disease is
incurable, because the ool ciuses of
disezase are mental, so by changing one's
theougght, the body Rllows. Olwiously, 1
Wi T o it than im i seory, b 1 owill
carefully source medical commenis
abour a disease and ke iveler ins an
aopindon ar a beliel, not an unchange-
alile fact,

In doing a profile or anobiosary, the
frecuis s always on what the person
conpribued that makes a difference in
the gualivies that made the contribu-
tion possible, rather than on personal-
ity. For cxample, | wrote CNMN's obit of
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Katharinge Hepburm, which of course
has mot ron, sirce she is still with ws, In
that package script, | highlighted the
qualities thar made her, in the public's
view, more of an independent thinker,
her seeming fearlessness, especially of
I'H,,!'illa clilferent. That's winat 1 believe
sels Heplwm apart.

As the peoducer of a radio or TV
pragram, | orest that the tone | set, and
the stories [ have us coseer, tel] what thae
reaclerdistener viewer necds o knoaw
im order oo ot only e nformsed,
also o rabee action iF £he o chooses_ |
will mor linch feom covertng asjenbdng
—ak | willl imsisd on covering it in a way
that | foel is wmsighthal and helpfal. Foe
example, we did a sirang Monioor Ra-
dlic segment on the righi oo die om the
dlav thar such a case was argued beforne
the supreme Court. Cur prodocers had
done overything right—abmost. They
had an overview plece explaining the
tssue and s relation oo the case. We
had a threc-way hetween a shose host, a
proponent and an opponent of the
Washinggton state I in question. And
we hsul lined up commentary from a
person who was [l and taking a stamd
fior hds ovaen el o die. "What wae weee
elearly missing was the view of some-
one with the opposing view. S0 we got
a heaber (In this case, a spicitual healer,
bt i could have been soomeone from
the Dana-Farker Cancer Losoitute o
amy ong of thowsands of commimed
medical healers). The healer com-
mented on the imponance ofcarcgivers
being woally commilted o chioosing
lifie. That she would never want some-
opie torgrive upoon her, so she refuses to
e up o anvone else It brought o
wonderful journalistic balance, plus
insight from both sides of the right-to-
dliv cuestion

Sovwhile Tl mon st asice my reli-
gious Peliels on the job—sinoe those
bBeliefs inform everything we do=—1 sim
Uit Care ful T manain fmgorous joues
nalistic stenckirds od objectivity and Bic-
neas. A CRM the o e 1 was i
ritised with comventionzl maedical dhink-
ing wils the standard enabling me oo
biring a fresh perspective. For example,
1wimis e of the few people whis gues-
domed the fact that the regalar dadly
medical report ar that tme was spon-

sorgd by drug companes. 1 woulkd
bring a fresh view to almost any story,
Mot peressanily 4 rosy, optimistic view,
but one informed by the preponder-
arwcer of good over evil even when some-
timazs the oppaosite seems to be e,

¥ journalistic !.!:I-.'rl-l.‘-rit!ﬂi.‘l: has
M never alfected my religious

beliel in the leng hawl, but in
thi short-term, ves, it certainly can be
|::|'|'.||||.:||Hir|.t;. 1% sy e b suckasd i, a0
b mcsmerized by the evil. Especially in
the TV business, where the hypnotic
power of the video image—especially
at CMM, a 24-hour news network-—can
bse: b over s over and over again
I iakes constant watchlulness aeoi ua be
sucked in. 1 needed womke steps on
that from pamiculbarly during live cover-
ape—whiether ar CMN or on Monitor
Radic—wehere the thrll of the news
chase and the adrenaline rush of get-
treg the stoey ol ey can be wiriually
addictive, whetherit's covering the crash
of Rodt Brown's plane in Croatia or
ChMs coverage of the Gulf War or a
punman taking over a schoolbas in
Florida orahursicanc's afteemath. What
Christian Scaence tesches abaout o
a0 e messmierized by evil defininely
hclps me do beer news by not geming
sucked in

I do believe religious belief can af
fect the chowee of subjects oo cover, 1.c.,
I weould not choose oo cover, say, much
of the lonBenet Ramsay story in Colo-
racloy. Pt | woafd cover that story from
an angle such as how beauny pageants
fosr litthe girls affisct chose children and
thie people around them. So again, it's
more a matter of bowe the stony is cov-
ered,

But my goal, in my daily professional
lifie, is to3 b 5o clearly artuned spicim-
ally that 1 will be abde w help bring
insigght 1o wheat's goding on in the world
Al somavhe the: renderlistenerviswer
feels a linle maee i peace, oF under
starcls a Bitthe better. O, best of all, has
a bivele mengal lightbalb fash on, ancd
says, “Al, mone [oger de And, T hopee,
takes some action in his or her private
o pubdic life o make the world o livede
bestier place,

That would be tuth-telling ar s
finest. W
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A Place for a Reporter to Be Faithful

By Mictagr WHITE

mrcament coames 0 mind feom

the 1994 LS. Senate race, when

I covered Michael and Arkanna

Huffingron's visit o a Pasadena pre-

sChonl weith ther taro children, Making

smiall talk as the voungsoers scampered

arpund a plivvgrouand, Mes, Huffington
asked I 1 had any children,

"Hix," | replicd,

Her cyes widened. “Are you Catho-
e she asked, "Your wife must be a
sain,”

In response io hee second statement,
v, sometimes my wife shows signs of
saintliness, As o the Former, no, | am
not Citholic, As §iobd Mes, Huffington,
Tam Mormom, s memibaer o The Church
of Jesus Christ of Larrer-clay Saines.

The episcsle with Mes, Huffington
wis amusing. At other fimes,  the
confluence of relignonm and prolession
has been more challenging, For more
tham a decade as a2 newspaper and wire
service reporter in ldabao amd Db, 1
wroshe aboul the Mormon Church,

Redigion isa rowchy issuein Urah and
Llahe. The Mormon Churech and s
members dominate the polivics and
culture of Ukih—a Bcr of life tha
birels resentment. bn ldabs, thechoreh
his less influcnce, but there soll exises
am “us vs, them” mencality among men-
bers and mon-membaers alike

But the pressures exerted by reli-
ghous constitueneies on the journalist
aren’'t much different than those
brought to bear by chambers of oom-
micrie, poditical parties and othergrowps
that have an uncompromising point of
view, For the believer—ehe caregory in
which I place mysell siuarely—writing
Aol One’s own n;'l'tj_;i-l_'r:n prescmes o
more difficult sk, One must decide,
apart from those outside pressures,
where reaponsibiline Hes, Doces faith
obligare the jowrnalist o shape a swory

10 help build the ngdom? Or is there
a place within fuch thar albovs ohyec-
uve, even criteal, reporting!

I[belicve the lamer, althowgh doing it
has mever been o pleasant expericnoe.
Evemmually, oy discoanbor with the task
wis i key facoor inmy declsion co leave
Lah amd quit The Associated Press, ©
camie back wo the AP, bu 1 don't think
wistild o hack vo Utah as a reporter. My
efforts oo he objective were not always
appreciated.

“Michael White should change his
nami o Michael Yellow,” one reader
WrESEE (N FEsponse 10 story about
anti-Mormon groag,

I mappéd ow m serategny o covering
the church, When the chirch placed
itzelf in the news, by taking a public
Arance on an ssoe, for insience, ©was
fair game o be covered as aggressively
as any other institwtion, [ was mors
reluctant about probing—pursuing—
mugtters that weren 't alregdy in the news
that might prove cimbarrassing,

An early eflort imvolved a popular
play that had been written by a Brigham
"l"ru.:::a '|i|1i'.-'v|_-mil1l,-' '|'|ruf:|.-m:|1r anl -
lerrmmed o L s, The |1H ¥,
“Huebhernes,” wat the e Slory al @
Crorman teen-ager, 4 member of the
cherrch, whoo eobelledd HTER TR Y4 the Mazis
during Woeld War 1. Deciding the Ma-
ris were ovil, Helmuoth Huebenes and
roety Friends seerctly ranscribed BAC
hroadeasis. They made coples of the
transcriprs and in the wee hoars of
morning, posted them in public places.
They quickly were caught. Huchener
weas beheaded fortreason and his friends
werne sent i concentration camps,

I wrone thar some Germean church
members who later immigraged to Tiah
fielt the play cast them inm oo bacd ligh
because they didn’voppose the Nazis as
weell . Az a resaalt of itheir |,_'v|_'|-'r'nF‘_|I:Lir'|I=.. 1

had been wld, the author of the play
cpuderhy was old noc oo put B ointo pro-
duction again after its initial run
Huebener's too accomiplives, who had
survived amd also moved o Utah, said
that as the play ran, anonymaous callers
acoused them of being traltors,

My story came ot several vears Later,
whien a theater groap trisd go perform
"Huebener” and could not obtain rights
ten it Thie story wins used widely owtside
of Ltah. It appeared in The Los Angeles
Times and The New York Times, and
recedved attention in Forope. A Times
sl Losndleon FEPOFEer came B0 o o
match it,

My modives i weriting fle sEory
weren't aliogether pure, 1 knew thar
stories dbout the church, especially

Michae! White covers bustnest for 1he
Aivortased Preiw in Loy Anpeles. Befave his
rrcr dsdgrrae ke daerimen fear. Wiiee
corerea polivicr aned artvan affair e holds w
master § degree it forrnalion fron the
Clrivessity of Sombbern Cadifornir amd g
Becickar'5 degwee dn combriinicairars [rom

f f:jfﬁ.-rrr.: Foum 4 £ .'j;.-.fr'.u.'_ ¥
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controversdal stories, tended o play
well on the national wire. The belicver
im me recoiled at the prospect of cast-
img the: church and des members in o bad
light. The reporter glorked in the aiten-
ton and pralse the story brought

There were stories that had a posi-
tive effect on my spiritual life. Writing
abount the murder and forgery cise of
Mark Hofmanmn, a church member and
former missionary, prompeed me o
"ﬂl_ll_‘l'!.' gtarch hi.l.rr:r:.' Hofmann Enr-_:,;:*-i,t
andd sobd w0 the church and private
collectors a series of documents that
appearcd 1o have been written by early
church figures, including Joseph Smith,
whaor organieed the church in 1830 and
is comsidercd a prophet by Githiul
sormions.  Hofmann mundered  rwo
people with pipe bombs in an amemm
1 avodd gening caughn

His meatives appered 1o be oo
folbd: o get rich and to rewrite church
history, He neardy succeeded. Before
he was womasked, his forgeries
pronptedd historians oo re-cxamine the
erdy histooy of the Mormon chureh

I the Einge piomre the epdsode was
a terrible teagedy in which o inno-
cent peaple dicd, Ia lght of that, |
hesitate o choim a positive eesule, b
coviring the story wltimarely sirengh-
encd my faith in the church and its
doerrines. Wiy

Hiofmann tried o present 2 hiswory
thear cast doubt on Joseph Smith and his
message. As [ follosed the story, the
truith of the church's essenpial message
of revelation and redempolonremalned
clear and, for me, undentahle.

There are ocher good memiories

I did a story on Mormon services
held for felons in the Utah state prison
system and was invited back o speak
o Bunday at a secured halfoay howse,
[f was a |:|||::wi1'|'_|.; 1_':||:p|.'ri1_'r|1'|:_' [ v ancl
my I"qr.|1i|:.r.

Mormomns seee I:II1I.I.tI.I.1.' bR 1 I'E'T']I.I:hl!
they prodess faith, Bt because they
have grear ability oo act wpon it When
churchmembers w|::|r|1,|w'r|:|¢|||.:|.1.|.;l,~|'|x.'-
cial Fast and comprbuted millions of
chosllawes vy relicve thue fomine o Fohiopia
anul Sudan, 1 jodned them, and covered
the spory with pride

e influence of religion on stonics
not involving the chorch s more
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subtle Writing about such matters as
imvrmd granion, rach=m and homelessness,
[ am reminded of the injuncrion, “This
I command vou, that ye love one an-
other”

Dwring a vizit on my own time o
Pakistan in 1986, [wrote several stories
abowt Afghan refugees and spent some
time with members of a undamentalist
Istamic political party, Jamiat Islami, 1
fwined thag asdmired them mor only for
| b ir COnIrge in n-.hbn.linp; PEee: Sowiel
Lievicen, bt for thsie ol esarion.

“For us rieligion is a burden, an alali-
gaticn,” saidl Mohammed Eshag, a so-
prhisticated man who spoke several lan-
oz sl hadl graveled wiclely, “In the
West, poople are religious because i
makes them gy Youdoeverywhing
hecause it makes yvou happy. You huave
sipci i cliffieren way of leoking acthings.”

Wiorking lor the AP in Southern Cali-
borrnda dhsesn't poquire me towrioe about
i chivrch, 1 precfor in chat way. B sl
think feorm time o ooee about the peo-
tential comflict bersecn  professicamal
rizsponsibilioy and personal Bith. also
think about how | woold kandle il 1
weere pegubred to coverthe church again.,
Perhaps the answer lies in Cheist's an-
awier when he was asked whethor iowas
e for Jews o pay Exes 1o Bome's
secular govermment:  ©Render o Cace-
sar the thimgs that are Caesar's, and
Cenndd chie things that are God's.” Even
thie fasrhiful have obligations wo the seou-
lar wioarld.

Drome properly, jourmalism s an es-
sentlal thread thar helps hold wgether
the fabric of our increasingly pluralistic
society., IF by parsaing o personal podng
of view the belicving reporter were to
tear that bric, contribute B0 conten-
tion, wonld be really be servimg God?
The public’s Bith in the jowmalisi-
wrvcd ihie |1-|:1||'1i1'|':|||5. I|'|rp: slices, thee Fornke-
ers andd others whose decssions 1ol
e our livess=lies in the rotion thar
thev do their jobs iy,

It is legitimate for the belicver o
insist on unlvased treatme nt of religion
in the newsroom. Bur be also has an
cbligation 1o be an objeciive messen-
et even when he personally disliboes
the message. If be can's do chis, he
showbd step aside.

Another moment comes e mind. 1

recently intervicewed a Tesuit pricst who
has devored his lie w working with
Hispanic gang members ina partico-
barly violent neighborhood in Los
Angzebes™s Boyle Hegghis ares, For more
than a decade he has tried W wean
chem fromm vicdenoe with stern and per-
gistent love, | asked him hose he mei-
surcd sucoess, His answer stanled me,
Success, he said, wasn't the point, You
w1 be successful as thie wordd maea=
sures sudeess, e spid, “hae FiMg can e
faithiul here ™

1 rhoughe about his answeras Ddeove
home that night, asking myvsell i jour-
mabizm was a place where | could be
faithiul 1 beclicve it is W

Michael Drosnin
The Bible Code

'm ot redigioms. I'm an imvestizgatie re-
porter. To o, the Bible code i inlormation,
nol relEgica —Aiciad Droseiin, i~ The
Bl Cosle, ™ fhe bexi-seliieng Sood [
casserts et s Bidddon eode fn the Hobeew
() Pestamen? freficlod Fw aesassing-
How of Vitsbed Balifna and ey othor
erenits g s of o geclenr sworkd o iy
T arey five years
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Good-bye to God

An Editorial Cartoonists Journey From Jesus to journalism—and Beyond

By STEVE BENSON

oy dhises one go froamn being a

born-in-the-bed Mormon to

borrn-in-the-hrain atheist? From
& Latrer-day Saimt oo g Latter-day Ain'e?
From a believer doowning in Baith oo
skepric savedl by the faces?

Posing me tr the comfessiomal. e
comee W pourmalism, molb Jesas,

Today | can b found among the
congregation of secular humanists, £
1 5ign1ri|;;1|s[|;'hi|ng1_' ol seremnery Forsome-
o whae s thas dlelisss gramcdehiled of the
Mormon church's late propher, Eera
Taft Bemsom, ol who, for mcst of his
lifer, was a ramrod stesighn believes

CGroing from defender w debunker
was a baptism of fice, Luckily, treading
the hot coals was made moee hearable
b miy expe icnoesin jouenslism, which
b=l born aweay the entanglemens
of illusion, ervor and fear, leaving me
with o elear view of the hosizon abesd

1eame from o Mocmon tradicion tha
is sometimes referred o, for lack of a
berier term, i o cule. Even the coach ol
the Chicage Bulls called it that pecently
in pesponse i the National Baskethall

Assocition’s slapping of Dennis Rod-

min with a bag fine for making wnkind
remarks about his Mormon hosss dur-
ing the playodls

Having becna Mormon for some 340
veears hefore seeing the light and leay
ing the lunacy four wears ago, 1 on
appreciate that perspective

Look at an average sgroup of Mo
o Follovers, and what does ome Bind?
People whi dress the same wiry divam
ronthe same u nderwear, follow The same
leader, think the same thoughis, -
lives the samee things, red e same
bonks, obey thé: same commandmenis,
wobe thie spme wiay, e the same cn-
emies, oppose the same wleas, con-
dlemn the same people who don't think
ihis same way, pay the some chiurch,
avinid] thee same muovies, eat the same
fowoe], associare with the same people,
marey Lhe: same kind, and give the same
repsnns o believing that God and
Mormonism are onc-in-the same.

vl ovre i, il thiese folks waorked for
thic same newspaper, it would be a
preciny stale read. Ffor no other reason,

Arigora Bepablic

| skwemilel hiave Ll because ivwas boring.
Tey vmdderstand whvy 1 jumped from
the WOrmon Wiligon rain requines an

Felsrmral  artmerin r:_l" The
£ *._':!lr.-ﬁ'.'.]."n-:l' ey Clmered

Fegrares, Me wou @ Mulrizer Mrece o V18I

Sere Herran,

et Bagi Bpeva w Ill.:n','.d-'l.'li ,l'u':.ln.' other pears He
v Wik

“Back at tive Harf-

Iner perisrer fonr Sl =
.'I'rr,'l..lll' i .|-J|I.|I.' JI.:'|."|'I. !

{1- r,:lr.-.--'.-JJ:.-."
Fome? He dew T973 :y:m.-e'.‘.'..r.'.-' af e Art

'.l.'-.ln,.-.-.--.'_l,.u Vour Diraze the

fusrrpction Schoels tn Minneapelsr and o
umg fenedle Bachelor of A recipienr in
pedisival sovence frarvg Bragham Yoarg Uki-

DEFEITY
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understanding of what Mormons are
and hoaw they think,

While Mormons have some quaine,
guirky amd fauratical ideas, they really
aren’t much different trom millions of
poor, guilt-ridoden souls who, through-
ot the march of human history, have
hivched thiir bopes o mass movements
il o sort o another, Eric Hadfer, in
s bl it ereatise, “The Troe Believer,”
eaxplains the artraction of joining o cause:

A migng mass movement irts
anid holds a following. by the refuge it
offers from the anxictics, birrenmess
anid meaninghessness of an indivichaal
existence. It cures the ]'H:liH_n.a-mlI,.'
frustrased, . by lceeing them from (heir
imeffecrnal sehves—and it does this by
enfalding andd absorbing them into a
closely knit and exultant corporabe
whodes, ..

“Of all the cults and philosophies
thar compeied in the Graceo-Romin
world, Chreistianity alone developed
fromm 615 iNCCPIionmn @ oompacT arginiz-
tian,”

e | realized this, it wasn't

much of a lcap owr of religion

alvogether once 1 ikew the Mor-
it coop. | simply santed oo be free
from organiztional groupthink, | es-
capod from the stuffy amic of religion's
Ypray, pay and obey® mentaliy oo
journalism’s open laboraiory of “whio,
what, where, when amd wihy,”

Even as this is wrinen, Mormonism's
bicvele baalions of resh-faced, ani-
formly dressed and highly ocgandsed
mitssionarics arc podaling  furiously
through the neighborhoods of the
world, peddling the notlon tharback in
the 1800°s God descended through dhe
treetops andd appeared toom 14-year-nld
Mew York farm boy, grade-school drop-
out named Joseph Smith, informing
hiim that the end was near and no one
onearth had a chue as o what was really
EEH I €F 1,

Mot e Fear, however, Anoangel was
stancling by to lead voung Smith e a
nearhy reasure-trove of burked serip-
ture, engraved on golden plates, oon-
taining the long-lost word of God to the
weirrled,

Besidles, it was a great story ansd
Smith was a great story-teller. He
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claimed “The Book of Mormon™ god dis
mame from an anclent wareior whose
amcesters set sail from Jerusales fn GOk
B.C, using a special com pass that onby
worked when they did what God told
them fo. Cither groups embarked even
carlier, only in submarines, Long e
fore Colombus, these cransplanted
Hehrews hit the shares of the Americas,
froam where they procesded o clvilize
the place, then destroy it all in 2 hoge
Bumily leud. The story climaxes with a
spectacularbastle, inwhich tensof thiaeu-
sandds of whitcsskinned true belicvers
are shoghicred by godicss Indians in
what is oalay New York state.

Bt wail, There™s more, Inchuded arg
a few extra chapeers thag more than
justify the admission price of a lifezime
pledge W pay 10 percent of one’s in-
come, wages and fps to the Mormon
church

Amid some carthouakes, general
mass destruction and special effects
thatt wiold rivil the studios of Steven
Spiclberg. fesus himsell appears, stop-
g enocoaie (0 heaven afier his mesore
rection. To the astonishment of his
audicnoe, he gives @ previcw of his noes
vetcompiled Biblical teachings (deliv-
ered, coincidentally, in King James En-
glish.y Before leaving, be organizes a
tx-frce church wnd chooses o handful
ool goodly men o run it ol e gets
bhack.

Unfortonately, within a few yvears,
things go o hell, Thanks wo the dewil
(Jesus's cantankerous brother, aconnd-
ing po Mormon doctrme), the church
falls apaer in Amenica, the Dark Agees
envelop Europse and it's thme v plonc
homee. That's where God calls in the
voungsier Smith o pick up the picces,
clig up the gold places, and resoone the
truth to the carth.

O hundred and sisty-seven years
and 14 millicn members laer, Mor-
monism i a remarkably suocessul,
multi-billion dollar emplre

IF Joseph Smith wers alive today,
he'd probably be amazed at the num-
beroffolks who've actually bought into
it ancd bee graeful that the press hasn'o
kept on it maore tham it has

Afterall, 3mith know his own record
heter than ATy f'lm_-.'lul.lging hrewum
the way the church has doctored its

past, 's mot hard o see why most
Mormons, along with much of the mes
dlia, really dion't knosw the hisiory,

Among other things, Smith was con-
victed in court for boing 3 money-chig-
ging charlatan, was accused by his fol-
lowers of swindling their cash in a
clumsy bank fraud scheme, amd was
exposed by a group of skeprics thar
tricked him into “transladng” a set of
supposedly anclent brass plares thag
had actually been manufactured noa
focal Blacksmiith's shop . Addd 1o this the
documented fact thae be rolled in the
haywich a Vd-year-ald girl and was both
4 believer in astrologey and adabbler in
the ovoult, and what you have i5 a
somewhat different picture frome the
one the church paints of its inventor,

As fate would bave i, Smith didn't
hang arcund long w explaln the de-
tails, He was shot o dearh by an angry
by while in jail for ordering the de-
struction of a newspaper printing press
thitt published embarrassing revelations
about his seoret polygamous affairs.

While he dicln't survive, the: church
s Tomched bsis survived borh hirm and
his exploirs.

ast people still don't knowr
Mﬂm Mormon prophets have

actually preached as gospel
truih b

= Peopales ool Alvican or Mative Amweri-
can lineage are born with dark skin
Pecause God cursed them and their
[UACHZC LTS,

= Giod livess onca planct suecounded
by milrimaddes of futhiul Mormon men
and their harems, who are destined oo
evientually become gods and godd esses,
terding over their own wiorkls popu-
lated with cowntless millions of thelr
o proecrcaied spirit childnen,

* Jesus was Lverally fathered by God
through seswal inercourse with the
Yirgin Mary,

= dclam wias lesus's facher, who, along
with omes of his wives, Eve, was trans
ported o the Garden of Eden from
ardstheer ]'_ll;lm_-r



*The saving blood of Jesus can’
rescue murderers unless their ood
hias been spilled on earth st That's
one reson why Leah s the cily stace in
the undon that gives the condemined
the option of dying by fiving squad. I
maikes thedr geming ool of hell chan
miech easier.

For Mormaons swho are comversan
with actual church history, doctring
and practice and are empred 1o chal-
femge thi chiurch bosses aboun any of i,
a remedy has been developed v snuff
ot chisseme

“The Brethren,”™ as they are callied,
constantly remind the faithful o do
and thinkas they are commanded, They
are admonished that, for their own
pood, “whien the prophet speaks, the
debare is over.” Obedience s trume-
peted as the first law of heaven

hos: whis insist on playing a

I different tune are publicly de-

nounced &5 arrogant ApEostaies,
suffer false accusations, are tagged for
r:pulx:r:n, and el (E1n] I'H,-inu; Lasird-
cized. Such has been the fate in recent
wveears bor several Mormson indellectuals,
seholars and feminists who dared speak
(el

[ evenoaally o oy Gl of i, woo, and,
as i selfrespecting jourmalist and -
matn being, left Mormonism with my
wile and children

Sure as shootin®, word soon hit the
Interrvet that my real reason foe geiting
ot was beecawse 1 had Gubeeed an ille-
gitimate child by a young womn in
Ugah anc was runming from exeomamg.
nicarion. CAacoually, Dwas o virgin onour
wedding night and my bride was the
firse il only wosmin 1 have ever kissed,
ned wn menon made Babics with 1
sounds almost as unbelicvable as Mor-
monism iwself, 1 know, burt | swear on a
stack of Thomas Paine pamphlets tha
iv's e,

Prioe oo boswing out, | wiss ospensilily
an ddeal Mormon—going o chuech,
paving my tithing and doing my dury
I thye eves of my famidly and ecclesiasi-
cal leaders, §|was a golden boy, Bvery-
thing | was cncouraged to wowch (o, for
thar matter, o avedd) was designed o
turn mic into a beteer Mormon. And
eveniually inioe a god,

HKELIGICN

Throagh the years, | served in many
churrchcapacities, foom Boy Scoun keader
andd Sunday School eacher to bshop's
cxooutive secrctary and church high
councilman. | devored myself o being
ascrpiure-reading, specal undersear-
wearing. church-atrending, hymn-sing-
ing, pravec-offering, Rith-promoing,
tithe-paying membser of the flock.

I was on rack to ctermal Mormon
stardom, restrved especially for Baith-
ful mvem in a church nun by men.

Ar elght, 1 was officially baprioed a
Mormon. T remember going under the
wateer in o my white bapti=mal chothes s
oy dad immersed me in the font, AlLT
could see was 4 murcky light above me.
I wasn't oo fond of water and praved it
wasn't a near-dheath experience.

Teurnesd our o bee, figuratively speak-
ing, a spotlight thar was o follow me
throughout oy youth, shined on me by
an ever-witchful church and Family,
making sure | didn't wander oo far
afield, where | might wind up baefriend-
ing Demoorats or going o the high
sthoel Saclie Hawkins chimee with a
non-Mormon,

AL 1A, | becamie the first Eagle Scout
in my Mormon troop, At aboait the
same time, | earned my special Maor-
e seoat Dy o Goed” award, de-
piceed by a cow skull thar, when hung
on my uniform, was (nod surprisinglyy
higiger than the eagle,

At 17, together with my parenis and
Four vounger sisters and beoother, |
marched off fneo the mission Oeld,
where my father oversaw the proscly-
tising ciors of o 100-piaes army of el
ilers g sisters, who fnoed our over
v Mudwese, combing e convens wiho
mvigeli e hiding in the cormficlds.

AL 19, 1 was ordained by my grandfa-
ther as a “minister of the gospel” and
disparched wo fapan voserve a full-time
mission. Tweo vears later, only 11 Japa-
nese hid tmken me up on the offer.

AL2ZL, e my wife-todbe, Mary Ann,
while we both were attending whart
Moomaons refer toas “the Lond"s Univer-
sity” (known e the ouiside world as
“Breed em Young.") We were eveniu-
allv married in the Salt Lake pemple.
Barely nine months o our anion,
having thrown birth conirod vo the wind
o the orders of our leaders, we did our

part in prosicdimg phiysical "tabernacles™
for Giod's spivle children by bringing
forth owr flest babyy, followed in guisck
sucoession by thoee mone.

Like the: obcdicnt Mormon helpmate
she had been conditioned oo be, my
wite stayed home, Like the stalwan
Mormaon breadwinmer Dhad been raised
i b, | continued (o work aned go o
sehoeol

Char marriage was the usual secret
Moomon remple rite, inwhich the brice
and groam wone blame costumesmadle
onat of bulky white material, complee:
with fig leal aprons, a puffy hat for me
and a veil for my wife, Tvpical of such
ritwals, it was off-limits o amaone ex-
cept Mormons in good standing whae
had passed a “worthiness intervicw™
pricr to being admited. My grandfa-
ther officiated ax the high priest,

The ceremony was the celebrated
high podnt of & series of secret emple
imitiations thit included whispered code
names, handshakes and symbols bor-
roweed From the Masons, and fgurative
blixul caths pledging unflagging obe-
dience 10 God's church in remirn for
the Loed s prosmise mod oo kil ws, bat e
allorw s, imstend, o take aseatin heaven
next 1o Joseph Smith

I remmemnber hovw nervous D aas a few
vedrs Loer when word leaked w the
press that Mormons had removed the
ooy caths from their wemple cer-
emony, | mysell bad, with other remple
Mormons, voowed oo bermy duroar be sk
froven ciar tor car, my heart vanked ot of
iy chest and my ineestines spilled on
the ground if 1ever revealed the secret
signsand kens given meinthe remple
I jusst hoped God dida't mean it liger-
ally.

o T was afirabd a re porter waon I

call wnd a=k me whist was neally

guingon inthere, Sure enough,
onedid, With palms seeeating, | refused
ov g o the record. | didn’t want a big
hand reaching domon from the sky some
nlght whike 1 was snoring and pulling
ot the onby tongue 1 had,

While still in the shadow of the Salt
Lake City temple and well within maoni-
toring distance by prophets and par-
eots, | kept up the churchdfamily tradi-
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tion of drawing cartoons for the BYL
newspnepcr, defencing whar 1 ass okl
oy clefendd

But I was soon e seart another life.
And i wasn't oo goin the divection the
church ormy family expected orwanted,

T 1980, 1 prined The Arizona Bepulb-
lic as s edirorial cartoondst. There 1
cdrmred @ ropU LR &5 A Quesion-riis-
ing, justice-secking, icon-snushing,
authariry-bashing, stams quo-anacking,
myth-debunking. doubt-cneouraging
bBomib-thrower. liked o say thanl didn's
airm o please; 1 just aimed.

The split identity arose, In large
measune, as a reacton 1o what became
the suffocatng control amempeed by
Mormamisan omn my intellecmal groseh
amd ndividual freedom. For vears |
struggled o live in both worlds, 1t be-
came abvious tome, vwever, that they
weere workds in collision. 1 decided 1
cold nor serve two masters, 1 had m
either follow my bead and my con-
scienoe, or surmender both o the dic
tates of litthe minds who relied on fear-
nrengering in their claim o speak for

ol

ke an asterold sucked into an
Lt'nmunlrr with Jupiter, | huantlexd

toesrdd wehat [ knew would be the
final encounter bepareen reason and
religion, [ was picking up spoed ancd
beaving behind an ever-inoreasing trail
of disintegrating picces of my faith,

But unlike the asteroid thar vapor
izl on impact, Lemerged oue the ogher
side, relavively intact, sulfering from
some religions road rsh, o be sure,
bt nothing Gual, §found mysel§loosed
feonn the graviey of the gods, frec
rociin the universe in search of new
adveniures, new beginnings and my
rel self Forvears, my oroe idenginy had
been smethered by a church which
hekd its stone command ments over my
head like a swatter over a iy, warning
me that if | wook off. 1 risked being
flarrened from above.

I had orieed hard o resuscliaw the
dving Faith that had forso long ruled my
life and defined my destiny, butit proved
o b a losing barle.

A work | deew the obligarory “He
1Tas Risen” Easter carmoons, along with
the cnes bemosning the commercial-
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imiticn of Christmas, As a holiday gift,
my cclitor=1 kindly amd dewply reli-
gim,m. MAN—@ave e 0 [ree ormament
depicring 5. Nick kneeling at the side
o the Baby Jesus, cap worshipfully in
hand, Later, after 1 lefl Mormonisimn, he
imvited me b participate in personal
chusts with his pricst, where the dhree of
us prayed and discussed godly things.
After o feow sessions, | ogave up. My
hean—and head—just weren't in it

I Fourd livtle walue in searching for
mycaning in what belicvers jovfully de-
seribad as the unfathormable mysterices
of Crod, Whan good was Gowd 1 his pure-
poses couldn 't be undersooond?

Howy was | supposcd vo understand
his “plan” if the processes by which hae
supposedly brought all things into be-
ing were incomprchensible?

Whar mcaning was | supposcd 1o
antach oo my existence F the paion and
death of life's ovcle could be no bener
explained than with the piows plati-
tade, "It is Gowds will"r

I tound that scientific explanatiens
based on observable lws of nore
miade infinitely more sense than the
seriptural Giry tales invenced around
campfires by supersticious shepherds,

| eomcluded it made no maore senss
ta belivve in Christ than it did in Santa
Chus or the tooth Ry, Geodd, Ddecided,
wils misthing more than an imaginary
playmate for older people, As asorono-
mer Card Sagan ohse reed inwhat proved
e e his last book, “Billons and Bil-
lions,” shonly before dving of canger;

“The world is s0 exquisite, with so
much love and moral depth, that there
is mo s B deceive ourschves with
pretty swrics for which there®s linke
poodd evidence, Far berer, it seems o
mue oo ook death inothe eve and o be
prateful every day for the brief but mag-
nificent opporoanity thia life provides.”

My dissatistacuon with religion grow
as | saw the Mormon blue suis anengy
o manipulaec the fcoes and hoodwink
the public ar the expense of trudh. My
cartoons lampooning and  eriticlzing
those effors wene met with ferce resis-
tance from church members and lead-
ers alike.

When Mormons reed w ger pway
with a slippery change o the wording
of “Book of Mormon™ scripoure proph-

eaying the fomre of Indians who con-
wirted, Tdrew acartoon lambasting the
Morman God as the bigon he reallywas
T teaclitional seripure readd tha Tradi-
ans whoacoepted Jesus would Beoome
“white and delightsome.” The scrip-
ture was aliered 1o instead read “pure
amdl delightsome ” The change was
made despite the Gier tha racise Mor-
ik proplets had, from the eady days
of the church, predicted thar o change
in che redd men s eaer woulbd resalnina
change in the red man's skin.

{The cartenn showed a bonmeted
Blianive Amcrican chicfiain iossing awiy
a hontle of *Book of Moomon Eve Drops”
desigmared “oo ger the red our,” while
murtering, “MNice oy, white man.”
Shortly thoerealier, | received a letter
fromy a Maormon editor in another sgate,
accusing mc of being “anti-Moomon.™)

Hearned quickly thar Mosmonsdon'
take kindly to critcism, no maner fow
well-dheserved. They think because they
hiave the corner on couth, they can put
peopls making fun of them i the oo
([ Tal i

In a =eeries of carteons on a Mormon
Arizoma legislator with a habit of intro-
ducing anti-cvolution bills, | deew Bim
as @ menkey, elther swooping through
the legislatve chambers on a e or
attempting to type up a bill thiat made
sense. He wrote me an indignant mis-
sive, hutfing that it was my family, mor
hiz, that descended from apes. His fam-
ily, b declared | was made in the mage
of Gael, Movbe so, but | hated g think
faeadd busied himself around the uni-
werse dressed like Boeo the Clown,

loacal right-wing Mormon activise
Am:'nl a lewer of prostest o my

prandfuher, compliining thae
O PrrO=E v DO C AT weEre i rol-
Rlock o Goxd's plan for regurning con-
anputionil control af the schools w his
peophc. Linable v bring me o omy
senses, she implored hime o silence
.

My prandfather gave mic a call, ask-
ing for an explanavon. | oold kim char
so-called “scicnrific creationism” was
nithing more than religion masgquer-
ading as scicice and dhar if Mormons,
or amyone clse, wanted woeocach icin the
public schools, they should confine i



L0 L OO s o0 coampacative religions,

By way of informatien, 1 added char
the official Mormon position on cvolu-
ticry v historically been neawal. He
ssked me o provide him with proof ol
thiat in writhng, saving he would con-
sither nog ondy sending a reply w ghe
Mormon complainer, buop also think
ahout making it pvailable o inguiring
church members in the form of an
official public declaration,

Ioddicd as he reguested, bur never
haard back froom him. Months laeer, 1
asked him abwonat the status on the mat-
ter. He said the church had decided o
do nothing, since publishing the facts
wonld only Gasse more controversy,

he samee local political extrems
s, in eahooe with other like-
minded Morrons, was ter in-

volved in a noisy effore w kill a2 holiday
honoring Martin Luther King, Jr., in
Mesa, drizcaa, a city foanded by Mor-
mons thar remsains cssentially wnder
thicir poditical conirod,

Cnicming the angi-King senmons of
my lohn Birch-loving grandfather, they
searmed clty councll meetimges, de-
mouncing the civil rights leader a5 a
ool reprobate and a eool of the Com-
MU CONsplracy e overthrow
America. Ldrew acarmoon showidng these
poofs sirting on the porch of a country
store labelod MUK (' Mormons Lynch
King”y, selling ax hamdles, Lester
Muklom-style, Dwas subseguently grilled
by a local church leader who called
demanding an explanation.

In an episode that coused consider-
ableconsternarion among the Mormon
hierarchy, a skilled forgerer and doco-
eyt coellecior reomed Mark Hofmann
attempted toaloer the official version of
the church's beginnings by fabricating
documents in which carly chure b -
erd claimed o white salamander, nog an
angel, delivered the galil platis to Joe
scph Smiith

Before the forgery wiis unmasked,
Mormon leaders, fearful the documens
melght actually b genuine, disspecuely
attcmpied o buy them feom Hofmann
fosr rens of thousands of dollacs, iniend-
ireg b e thesn from che prving eyesof
historians, the press and other per
cebved oritles, not o menton church

HELIGION

members, Only when Hofmann, inoa
botched atempe o cover his wacks,
blew wp some Mormons, along with
somue of his owon fingees, was the schene
discovered.

I drew a canmoon showing a siereo-
rvpical Mormon PR, man, spocing
flar o and conserative business sult,
om the phone to his secrciary, wailing,
“Mad bombeers, white salamancers, forg-
crics, con men! Ceolly darm, Sister Jones,
thar docs it Ger me a cup of coffee!™

My grandfather called, wlling me

somberly be bowd 2 cartoon in frong of

by thia b wished oread alowd o me,
After repeating the punch line, he
paused dromatically and asked, “Whyt”
I was tempted to respond with a “Why
reat®” bt thowght bester of i, Inseeadd, 1
triecel 1o cxplain that one of the bese
tlefenaes in the fce of criticsm & an
ability to laugh at oneself. My grancfa-
ther replied, “I sl love vou. Just go
GRSy O s,

really began feeliog the heat from
b Mormons when, ina fuke elec-
tigen won with bess than %0 percent
of the vore inoa threc-way rooe, a fellow
Mormion and wsed ear salesiman, Evan
Mecham, was picked to bt Arizonan's
gowcrnnr, He lasted barcly a vear bae-
fore bt theowan ot of office.
Mecham was a soeall-minded, liose.
lipped, wicious liole man, with a thinky
dispuised racist streak under an dl-fr-
tng roupee. His first official act as goy-
crnor wis o cancel the stave’s Martin
Luther King, Ir. Day, declicing thag
blac ks didn 't need holidays, they needed
pobs, He defemded the vse of the rerm
“pickaninny,” saving he saw nothing
wrdrng wiarh i and couldn't urderstand
why blacks would be offended. He as-
surcd dumb-founded Arieonans that
hie hired blacks at his car dealemship,
not because they were black, but be-
vitse they wore the best for “the cots
tom=pickin’ job.”
He dlixln 't stop there. When asked by
a reportet what he planned o say tothe
Pogpe when the Hody Facher visited Phoe-
nix, he replicd that be didn's think the
fellivw spoke Englishe He eaused ane-
ol stie i avisin g0 a local sy
whesre b dieclared o the Jews in aten-
damoe that Jesus Christ was their lord

and suvioe,

As  embarrassment over  the
governoe's burblings grew, | spoke with
Mormon chwrch leadess, including my
grandlather, abouw what they had in
mind e do, if anything. They privacly
expressed the hope thar Moecham would
shut up, sep down, or do borh, b
wiere unwilling 1o say s0 publicky.

I drew an angel atop the Sale Lake
Ciry wemple spires blowing his horn,
from which fluttered the banner, “Re-
sign, Fv.” The newspaper was flooded
with lecters of proteses from Mecham's
Mormon mdinions, some claiming the
God himselt had archestrated Brother
Ex’s election. My sister-in-law withd rew
her Thanksgrring dinner invitation fo
oar Famiby

Mecham supporters held special
mestings, cncounsging 3 letter-writing
campaign to Salt Lake City, inoan cffort
1o sEap the cartoon Carmage. e wis
compared by hisloval followers toJesas,
saiah and Joseph Smith, They come-
prlavimcdd thiat, like God's servans of old,
hee weas being hounded mercilesshy by
the dogs of Satan. My parcnis called
froam Uit and vweged me o ligheen up
o thee gruy, remindingme hewsas one of
LT AL

Eventually, Mecham was impeactaed
fr high crimics and misdemeanors.
(Mavbe there is a Cood after all. ) Qror-
ing the Biblical scripiure ar a press
conference, he vwowed, “Vengeance is
e, saveth the Lord,” and prommiscd
tor gt | eould hardly wadt,

True ey his waord, like a bad sash, be
came hack, nonning foe recloctan.

Comidng,” | dresy him as jesos de-

secnding from akove, Hanked by
trumpet-blovwing rats dresscd in angel
rihies, as he held forth a book of scrip-
ture entithed, “The Book of Moron, by
Fv Mecham, ™ while intoning, 1 warmed
st} sinreers,”

Letters threatening iohave me hauled
intor eoclesigstical court were fiecd off
t St Lake Ciry, demanding that my
grandfather remove me Broom all posic
tons of church service, Phoenic's cous
mcnical council, under pressoare from a
Mecham beschoman, released] a seue-
ment o the press, denouncing my ar-

In i ocarmoon labeled “The Sccond
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tack on the Mormons. The loocal Mo
mon spakesman compared the cartoon
i the work of cvangelical Christinns
whio were cxposing Mormonism's s
oret lf:nlplu CUrEmIEMiEe s oy r.ll.lhdil.' rielli-
cule,

H:.- sbakes r.||'v|.'.~:ii.|!".nl—!|:|r|.' Maowrarmon
i,'quivai;'nl ol g Cachialic h:xlilrp—cﬂlletl
ime intohis office and relieved me of oy
church duties, |:||,‘:|,."|.;.|rir.||.|'l that | had
abwsed my Cond-given talents in mock-
ing the sacred emblems of the charch.
A Moo stare senator ber sdmmioned
i me that he had advised the stake
president wo bower the boom The stakoe
prresicdent himaclfacknowledged he had
reccived a call fbom Salt Lake's Com-
inarlment Central, but insiseed 0 bad
nothing 1o deowith his decision.)

The stake president later worope to
commend me for having leamed oy
lgsson, saving that since he ok his
disciplimary action, my cantoons had
shown a marked mprosement. 1 ne-
plicd by reminding hin he was noc oy
edlivor and thar, given the oppomuniny,
womld do the camoon again,

uirage from the religiows com-
O muanity has ot been confined
canly Lo my caroans lampoon-

ing the antics of Mormon public off:-
clals. Cancons beradng Catholic priesis
Fovr semoueally prevings ondictle child ren or
the Fope for condemning women wihio
use artificial hirth control sparked for-
mal lettersof complain from the Catho-
lie: hierurchy, as well as protest marches
arcund a newspaper in New York, whoere
my work was alse published

When 1 I'ml:ﬂ:l fum ai lsraeli Prirmes
Ministier Menachem Begin for il
ing te justify the ill-coneeived invasion
of Lebanon by citing Hebrew seripture
o bhe oo of Daracl's ]mrli;ll:u;;nt {ibue=
cartowat showed him jeming over the
Ceoalan Heights, waviing the sceolls amd
shomring, “Tovah' Torah! Torah!™), the
pronesrs were predicrble

The Anvi-UeBarmatscn League of B'nag
B'rith invited me, along with several
othes carenonises, inelucing lules Feilicr
of The Villape Voice and David Levine
of The Mew York Review of Books, to
Israel, where we had a wondierful time
In a return visit 3 few vears Later, how-
ewer, Forvign Minister Yiteak Shamir
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l.'l.'rlllbl'"lt'.'ll:l:‘:.' refused me an audence.

I an gpisode that |.11,'||'_':1,-|;l writie the
final chaprer in my escape Irom
Mormonism's Alcatrse, | went o the
prress o inform it ool my |,:|1.h:'|.'|1_|I
Hl:ml:lf:l.lhl,'r'.:i |:!-|:I-|.'r[|:|r:|.|i|15 rl]1'|.'1i|1t|i|nl:|
ﬂ'll'lll;ll L HII1:I|'iI.:II'I.

The chuech krvew of his sitaation bur
chose w continue misleading its mem-
bers. In carefully worded pronounce-
menis, his asssans perpeiuated the
vl that while he was physically weak,
b weas sl rnenally aler and peform-
ing his daily prophetc dutles, recelving
God's reveliions and making essential
administrative decsions.

Based on my own direct obscrea-
tioans, | knew the opposicte was the case,
I had seen my grandfather enough oo
kmow that he was fading fast. He was
kargely confined o his recliner in his
aparmment, where he spent his diays,
wrapped in a blanket, being spoon-fed
bv his nurses, unable (o speak more
than a few words and frequently inca-
pable of recognizing visiiors

Ruther than risk having thedr duplic-
ity exposed to the fGithiul, whao hacd
been propagandized o believe God
was munning the show through his
maelern-day Moses, church funetionir-
b conpinued the decepoion,

I reality, church beade rship weas rusd-
dlerlesson top and characerbess ot heart,
Licutenants were filling in for the Gil-
ing speneeral, all the while claiming that
all was well in Zion, {Cnly later did the
press report that a few vears eadier the
chureh had secredy transferred author
ity by run ies corporabe alfirs away from
ik i:rl:p-l‘u.-l iy his assdsiznais, in ihe
event thit he became incapacicaned. )

I hoped in vain that church leaders
seoraled o the riuhl:. H'Ill.'lﬁ |1}' 1el |ir|;; the
trutle [F nothing maose, it would have
b the humane and decent thing o
allow an aold man who had given so
ek of his life to the chuech oo sHp
away In cuier digniey, inseead of being,
peoppeed up by his handlees hke some
srove mannedguin for publicicy shors, all
thie while making sure the camera didn't
catch the tubee up his noseril

Eveen my young son could see what
wils proang o Ome sonday morning,
ower breakdase, he asked, “Dad, why do
thiev call great-grandpa 'prophet” when
he can't do anything?™ His goileless

R R R R R R R B R R R OO R R R RO R R AR TEEmEmSmEmmmm—om—mem—I—EmIAAom—I—I—_IA A

|:||.||.='xll'|::|r| r:«r|:1|:||rsl.-|;'|:! roe tos act. 1 ezalbed a
reporter lor The Sale Lake Tribung anad
laid out the facts, He warned of the
repercussinmd that would follow,

He wis rig|1.1. A I;l:ll:'_l.I sy, e sdiall
knoww the truth, amd the ruth shall
ke ¥ mad.” Mormons denownoed
mve 25 3 tonl af the devil and an enemy
of righreoasness, | was chasdsed Foe
lacking Eith 1o belicve in miracles. |
wis reminded that i God coubd parn
the waters [or Moses, he could make
Exrra Taft Benson rise, walk amd walk.

oarneer-cliims and mumors be-
‘ gan circulating that oy grandfa-

ther was acrually doing quite
wiell, supposedly ordering Chiistmmis
gifts in phone calls to the chiwrch osenied
bosokestore,

My brother accused me of being a
publicity seeker. Even my father called
o warn me that the media was the
cncmy of the church. | reminded him
thar I was a member of the media. Suill,
b said BT ever again calked to the press
about his fthier's health, he would see
fer i Ehat 1w led be barred from seeing
him in the future. i owas his duty, he
gaid, to protectthe prophet. and he was
derermbned roocarey 0o 5o muach for
that goosd o Mormon family together-
niess,

A bew wee ks Inier, my weide and | leh
the church with a mixiure of disgust,
disappointment, determination and
delight. My bishop called, asking if he
could buy our howse. To his disap-
pointment, we peldd bimowe weren’s
|r|-|:_|1.-i|'|3_

A few months later, my grandBiher
digdd. Shorly after his passing, 1 re-
ceivied an anonvmous call from 3 man
in Californi, claiming o be Carrving i
measage o me rom my grendGodeer
from beyond the prave. He said oy
grandfather had appearcd o him ina
dream and commanded him o el me
he weamted me back in ohe chunch,

I figured #f my grandfther had ve-
gained enough of his wits in the after-
life 1o communicate with somecne in
Callfornia e didnteven know, he sure
as hell could have comnacred me him-
sl Afver all, hie had done it plenty of
times before,

Ag g newspaper cditoril cartoonist,



I haive worked lor severil vesrs in the
world of journalism, where Iving, hy-
pocrisy, intclerance, bigotry, selfrigh-
B FLIA O, .ﬂhl.:lh{' crl'|14 LT, I'I:III'LI[:lliHII
andd elowencight stapiciey are regulardy
exposed] aml reporexd. Sadly, thoss
doing the deeds often wrap themselnes
im the vestiments of the church.

e honest newsperscn's Fespmse
o sech shemanigans has always becn oo
press forward wich the questions: o
continue o challenge, probe and iden-
tify the wrong-docrs, 0 inform the
pubilic; and oo call for reform

Fhe press—and that includes car-
ECnESIS—IMUST tever retreat in the face
of threats or punishmenes dispe nsed by
imfabernnt theocrathe terrorists who are
more knterested Inproecing thedr own
pover and mrfthan in serving the meceds
of humienity o advancing its condicion

Scicnee discovered long ago that
ciarbon is a source of life. The ashies of
oy faith have prepared the grownd for
ihe planting of sesds that have pro-
cluced new forms of truch, moralioy and
I11l,'!I_I'I.II'IHlIvI"I I'I'I::.'I:'l'u".'ﬂ TS, M .'IIL'\'I.EZH'I:E-
inagy bo the oo Bl doswn by relighrus
ruflians or @ venggeeful Gaod,

If, as bslievers cldm, the word ©gos-
peel™ meeans oo news, then the god
neas bor me is that there & no gospel,
oither tham what 1 ean define formyself
by observation and conscience. As
jornalist and free-thinking homan
Bedmg, | have come nod 10 frvor and fear
religion, but o fuoe and fght it as an
imprcclmment B civilized advancement
Hiseorically, it bas boen the so-calbed
“mmen of God™ whio have comumitied all
manoer of evil in beaven™s uune

The philosopher Bermrand Kussell
ohserved:

“Nou find as you look around the
wiorkd that every single bit of human
progresss in humane fecling, every lim-
provement in the criminal lw, eveny
step toward the diminutbon of war
every step wwand beter regtment of
the colored races, or every mitgagion
of shvery, every moral progress that
there has Been in the waordd, has been
comsistently opposed by the organized
churches of the workd, 1| sy deliber
ately thae the Chrisgian religion, as o
gardeed in its churches, has been and
siill is, the principal cnemy of moeal

RELIGION

Faith Amid Violence

By Eu Reen

b maither wis o Baprist, aciive
in her church and beloved im
her Mew Jersey onammuning.
she had me anend Jehbovah Witness
SCEVICES [0 eXpost me o A different
religion. She never pushed me i one
l:lil'l::l.'llull. JLisE I:IE:I'I.'I"I.I.'\'I.I. thie doiores,
Feom 19605 e 1970 | worked as a
nursing orderly for the Perth Aoy
General Hospital—the hospieal oy
micsther worked in and died in. 1 was
assigned o the same floor she had
winrked on, and the people there ook
care of me and became Emily
Through my job as an orderly st the
St Vincent Medical Center in New Yiork
Ciry 1 pon g0 knoewy pesuit priests wihie
cume to the hospical to work with pa-
ety or the cancer weard. T liked the
inbellectual stimulation they prosidied
They impressed me 0 much that 1
thoughe abowr becoming a Jesui
In 1984 1 met a pricst, a professor at
the Lniversity of Mebraska who ax o a
photoirapher had worked with Ameri-
can Indians, With admicagion | watch
him do much good with his camera,
E“i”i"- Bevond just mil!'i.i";; a |i".'|:l.'lj:!.
Sirece theert Py seen g lod o viedenee
whuile i:lll-'l Wit WJ[!IIi"HHI’-LlIIIII:I e weearlel,
andd T peay 1o help me ger theough i (1
prav aklso foer the victims af the vio
Lemcw p My faith in a higher inelligence
lias 1'|.-|.:ﬁ|'|il-'.'|3.- e & |L|.'.||_‘:| o Ehese situ-
ations, not @ hindence. Many times
:rl:uﬂ;ht'ﬂ'l-:.' VM bll:l'll."i.'ﬂlll.'l'l.:ﬂ.IIJLI'E."-II'lII'II.'
The viclence 1've seen has depressed
mies, bur pever made e lose my falthoor
my faith in people. Becanse you alaeays

P iy B Lrs

have a choice—ruo be ugly oo take the
high read. In difficult omes, intermal
praver helps me stay calm so | can
brerver Banddle situations.

lebefinively choose siories bocause of
nwy beliclfz, My experience in Boeirut in
sepiember of 1983, when | covesred the
factional fghting there for Magnam,
wits i classic example—peoople being
kilked for their futh by hired assassins,
people being vsed as chess pieces, An-
other example was my work covering
the war on racism at home. Sl another
[':":.1I1Lp|l;" Wils My dlevision o Ii:ri_l;u il
chance o work with Steven Spicibeng
1 o somiething for the Save the Chil-
dren Foundatiom. My hunch is that if
apiclberg ever knew what 1 odid, he
wondel have approved. 1 koow my Bap-
tist modher would —£8 Reed, o 783
iernern Fodfoie, f3 a  plaoeiograpbery
adrte plhe Magrremn orlffective, Based in
er Yok

proggress inthe waorld,,

“1 think our own hesirs canteach us,
i Lomgsir o osce K aronnel Tor imaghiniey
supports, mo longer tooinvent allies in
the sky, but rather o ook v our own
cllores here below o make this world a

fir place oo live in, instead of the sor of
place that the churches in all these
cenries have macde "

To which the camoonist can only
add, “Amen to that ™ W
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Giving Bibles to Public Officials

By BuL SimMonNs

ne day, inviestigators were it
O the White House to ask some

of thesir many questions about
sommie of the many maiters into which
theey have ingjuireed, lo, these many dhys.
Diuaring s break in the interroggation,
ome of thermn stood reading the titkes of
the: boaks on shelves lining a wall, One
caught his eve—"Knowing God” by an
cvangelical theokegizm, 11 Packer No
stranger @ the evangelical Gith him.
self, the investigator opencd i1, and
noed on the inside of the cover a few
seribblec] words, The book was a gifi to
President Clinwn when e was Ackan-
s weweernor, The inscripion mamed
thc giver.

I the giver, am Political Edivor of The
Arkansas Democrat-Cozeiie , A positon
thir Became mine when 1 ook early
reetirerment st the end of T99G am The
Asgociated Press, where | worked maore
than 34 years, mclheding seven as Chicl
off Bureaw in Linde BEock and 20 as the
AFs stare Capdrol staffer in Linde Rock.
Ar some point duding thiose 20 years, |
v Packer's ook to Climon, thinking
him somewhat shallow in understand-
e thee Bible and theology. T hoped the
bk swould oo him goodd. He has been
a steadfast church-poer through the
vers as povernor and  president, so
perhaps he has gained theological
depth. 1 hope so

I am a Christian. 1am a pourmalist, I
wis as @ pournalist that 1 bad contact
with Bill Clinton, It was as a Christian
that | had become Baimiliar with Packer’s
Fwsske, 1 bl 3 clesgive @ 2 Christizm o
give the book to Clinton. Bae 1idso had
a ddesire a5 a journalist o give it o
him-—te advance my relatonship with
harm, My theoy as a peurnalist has been
i knovw pubilic officizls ot in o rerow
wiy bul as whole human beings, in-
cludimg thesir religious belefs. The more
vl unglerstand them, the deepoer wAill
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be youre insight into them, and the bet-
[T ¥ObLL il report on thiem

I have mpde similar efforts with oth-
cra whose patha 1 erossed.  Isn't tha
what Christians do—make an cffort o
advance each person's understianding
of the Bible and their knowledge of
Ceoecl? | can'c say that 1 remember all
such effores, so U'm oo sure | oan de-
fend all of them from a journalistic
o of view, For cxample. 1 was sur-
pridaec] i 19490 when a Liode Bock aio-
ney defending Gow, Jim Guy Tucker in
a criminal rrial last vear reminded me
that | had glven him a Mew Inferna-
tlomal Yersion translatdon years earkier.
I had Fompotten doing so,

[ am mot, however, a Christian-jour-
nalist, by which | mean a person who
amemps oo slvance Christlan causes
by coloring the congent of whar he
repons in print. some of my Chrstlan
fricnds desire me to be the hyphenated
version. They wint me fose my acoess
to newsprint oo promobe Christian
causes. | oresist them, cheerfully b
uneuivoeally

The=re is nulligl‘u_-r l,'il:‘”lllﬂ.tllil.l'l I'.u.-'il:lﬂ
# believer, a child of God., There are
“Christian causes™ with which | heartily
agree and which 1 support with my
momey and my tirme and my encrgy and
iy mbwocaey, Therwe are others with
which | completely disagree, dismaved
that such base objectives could be la-
bl “Cheistian.” But my atimede o
ward ciuses i not rranslaced oo the
atoeies wriee, | act on behalf of Cheis-
tian causes Lhroegh other aspects of my
life {things | do in my porsonal L,
including “wirnessing” and teaching
adulis most Sundayvs a1 church and
counseling froom a hiblical basis and
making donations and praying and
handing out guality books that may b
uschul to acquaintances, such as the
b thee investigator Found on a Whine

House shelfi, OF course, sometimes |
der it in regard to “public personsT 0
encoumter in my work as a jowrmaliso, 1
think it helps me as & joammalist, and
I.'l_'"l'l:-lilll"-' il !H:.Ipru mie s g Christian

My robe as @ jourmlist is to oo pour-
milism, free of political, meligious or
other bias, and to do it with indepen-
dence, balance, Birness, thoroughness,
aggressiveness and all the other charce
terisiacs with wlhiiech y;-m:'u:'l jrrirmalism
should be concucted. 1 eegind ic as 3
Chrisgian duty o do journalism thae
way, Todoany other Kind of journalism
worabed b v il inooy sty as 3 Chris-
i b rendder oy empboyver the besi
that Gowd has cquippred me o do

Bl Seremornes and s wufe. fame, frvoe m
Lrtsde Rk aned are aorive in che Hilde
Chuerch gf Fatvie Rock. Exterang newmuork
& deevige coppbay aith Tive Ankdnsar Gazeite
1 Liende ok om [ U5E, .‘l'amwr:l.r._r.s-'rmf T
Asenstarted Prese ar Lisele Kook dn 49062,
servee i e APF Deirond Burcan o F66-
B8, thew rernruvel to Lisle Rock. FHi dereplr-
ser, Tedali Tl i3 am elemeniary sofu)
seatetver fat te L ftnde Rock poodlte schoal
aiieefor s s som, Tady, works in computer
pragranswing and revsice gt The Arkancar
Llesmoprdi-Catzatr,



My Faith is ever with me (even when
Isum Laboring wnder some sindul -
tudle thit resulis in my neglecting the
truth that | embrace as “Christianity;”
ne human being i always troe to his
belichs—the Lond Jesus Christ being
the pre-eminent exception; fike the
Apostde Paul in Roomans 7, 1 find thai |
i mwist silwiiys do shar | think is right,
rar do my actions abways reflect whai |
truly love at my core, when | come o
my senses and realise in those oo
sions that 1 have stmaved froan sl |
belicve, then 1 repem and remarn oo a
hemer course),

| wias ordasned as & munister theough
an indcpendent Baptist church, which
| pastorcd for visars. Now [ seive ina
lesser role in 4 nondencminational
congregation. | have done the things
pastors di—imesry, bury, preach, teach,
counscl, pray with and peay for and be
poayed for and the ke, Once, | was
even excormmunicated (bt the chuarch
thar acred agabnst me Ler repented of
that). [ have been involved in bdblical
stuglies in more than a passing way
More than 1500 volumes on biblical
matters fill doeens of shebves inomy
hiomee, | regard the Bible as whaolly true,
withoat error, (Inmy expericnog, those
wher Bl the Bible's eredibility tend oo
have the least knowledge of what i
actually =ays, And in many cases the
alleged discrepancies may b nesolved
through the use of reasomable prin-
ciples of interpreiatiom,)

v Bible cells e thuat e is wrong
Ml.n lig. That makes ic easy for
e b ERswer T (uestion

currently being debated in journalism)
I= brooskeiy nee lic? Mo Although | agres
with those whiosay it makes jowrmalism
look bad o endorse the use of Hes in
aur purswit of ruth, my answer isn'n
bised on how i lonks. Lving is, simply,
wrong, because God (Whose word (s
revealed tnothe Bible) savs in's wrong,
S0, when someboddy asks me 1o go
off-the-record, the maerial is really off-
the-record. Itean't be used, and can'
revedl whio tobd it ow me. I they allosw
me towse material, but not allow me 1o
avtriboee ic to them, then Twill keeg ey
word on that matter, as well, My wile
and I reached an understanding many
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vears s that the day may come when
I findd mysell caught between a pledge
thiet I made to g sowrce ("OK, | won't
reveal your identiny™y and a demand
that may b made by the state “name
vour sonrce ™), andd thar my course: of
actiom will be o refuse the demand of
the state. 1 will accept whatever conse-
fuences ensue, including mprison-
ment, I is not a prospect 1 find attrc
tvie | oam thankful that so far 1 have
never had 1o Bce it Alchough 1 have a
|.|.'u|':.' as 3 Christian o respeect the gy
crning authoritics (Komans 13:1, foe
esmyple: “Evervore miist submie lim-
sell e the governing authoritics, for
there is no authority except thiat which
G has established ™), and respec
certainly implics giving them meason.
able obedicnoe, 1 will be caught be-
twenen that ducy, on one hand, and my
duty o keep oy word, on the other
hand (“Simply ler voor “Yes' be "Yes
aned yor ‘No” No,"" (Man 537 ey In
treating off-the-recond marerial s off-
the-record, Tam mo different from hon-
st non-Chrstian o melises, cxoeprohin
part of my rcason For doing the right
thing stems from my faich.

as an amateur theologian who s a

Christian eouips me to deal with
s prevailing dssues with a back-
grouand that othésr jourmilists may lack.
Froor exiomple, on the abortéen issue, is
there a clear case in Scripmre for the
propeositicon that abortion iswrong? Anad,
if s, where i i And iU is Psalm 139:13%
(“For you created my inmost boing:
yvo knit me together inomy mother's
waomb "} or Luke 1:44 (As soon as the
sound of your grecting reached my
cars, the babwy ino my womb leapexd for
jerr, "y, o o those passages justify a
beliel thar alsortion is weong in o workd
where millions of ova, ferilized amd
otherwise, namrally expire in the nor-
ol cowrae of e (In posing (heese
quiestions, [doan's mean than there i’
acase; [ only mean thar when o comes
v thar dssae a8 a maner of parnakism,
I ask the questdons thar owghn w be
asked, and can deal with the interpec-
tive dmsuwes that may arise, regacdless of
what my personal views may be on the
Iz, and soamenimes [ put bellevers in

I m s situatlons, my backgroomnd

awkward spots with the thoroughness
of my questioning of the podne of view
| swould be widely presumed to sup-

ot}

iblical analogics probably cross

ooy rmined in journalistic maners

msoare tham the minds of others,
simply because |sobreguently read the
Bible. Oinee, the Arkansas Supreme
Court struck down an anti-abortion
ammercdment on grownds that ies wae of
the |1I:|r.J.M- “unbormchilld™ was dbeermed
o b “partisan colosing”™ e would
mislend people who don't think of the
contents of the womb as o "child,” Tt
seemed toome that everyone is miliar
weith the lowsse use of the waord “child™
i represent th fotus. D wrote i analy-
sis picce that suggested ongue-in-check
thar perhaps we necded o revise the
will-known account of a very famous
pecgrancy and make 16, “ Mary was found
i b et with ferus.”

Coowy. Mike Hockabes of Arkansas is
bronth a politician and 2 Baprist meindsier,
I Ao mysell examining whit by says
not only as a pournalist coverng a poli-
tician but also a pournalist covering a
Baptist minster who is a politician. |
ponder how his words mesh with pein-
ciples | know he believes, like, “Tao
e othazrs a5 you would hieee theem do
unko vou” (Luke 6303 and “men will
have to prve account on the day of
judgment tor every carchess word they
have spoken”™ (Mart 12:50)

When Huckabee declined o sign a
bill becanse it rederred 1o natunal disis-
fers as Cacts Oof God.” [ recognized this
wils i Hahle fewes skory, regandless of
what effect reporting the story might
e on him (0 professing Christian)
anon Christininy ingeeneral, We never
know the goosd that Godd may bring
alroun through the evens of life and,
therefore, we ought w eport them
with acouracy and comploteness, As iy
happens, 1 personally oo belicve tha
stommne are “acts of Good " —glagh then
s tost mean they are nocessarily acts
of wrath or vengeance, because God
accomplishes more than we dream,
bBoth by what we regard as “had® and
what we regacd as “graod

Am 1, because of my Christian faich,
apr o be a dupe of “Christians” or
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Christian “lesuders™ 1 ohink nor, T offer
(RIS S] EI:lI'IIF:IEEh'

When one of the organizations con-
avected with IFag Boberrson asserred tha
The Associated Press i described fun-
damentalist Christians ina negative way,
1 thought the claim unlikely, based on
my long experience with the AP, Bur 1
checked itour anyway {cxporicnos with
thie AP lesds one 1o chieck things oun),
What | found was thar the offending
statement Bad not been made by the
AP, but by a muan who was speaking
gencrally abou fundamvenalists of di-
verse sors inan AF soory abour 4 unl-
veersiny smady of “fundamenralism”™ as
manifosied in s varieny of culiures.

When a group connccted with D,
lames Dobson, President of Foous on
thie Family, a conscrvative evangelical
OrEAnlEA TN, ol soime [3o0s wiromg ina
rewslerer that referred mooa Se Louds
sehod diserict comntrosersy ovesr whesthesr
iwhil hadd been stopped rom sivimg,
grace at lunchtime ata public schoal, |
wriate the newsletter proup and gques-
vioned the accuracy of some of the
dhetails that had been given, Treceived a
reply thanking me for my interest, buog
indicating nio interest in correceing gthe
mistake. Consequently, | have Livtle truse
in that group’s nowsletter any more,
{That doesn™t mean that Dr. Dobson
chezsn 't dher many gocsd things; it means
only that there has been a credibility
slipr a5 1 wiew things.)

oanetimes 1 have (o iy B0 help
S others o understand thar my life
as a Christinn and my rabe as a
ilﬂlma]in are ok t.'.l-:.ll.1|1_.' ithe =ame |11i.n;|.|;.

H.?Iu::]:l]uinnl wrCarvveranor Huckailwoe
[RINERE S t‘:t‘&q:;l.\il.lll..;l_'a:nl‘ll'i\ e irachivid vzl
I may give hiimi EVCTY bervelit ol CVErY
diovulbin, bair as a pournalisr in ks iy dury 1o
ask. oot o assume that | kivow what
maottvates him and what the facts are, |
am oot there o prolegt or o shewer
him. Lam there o be a pournalise: let dhe
chips fall as they may. Then 1 will be
dining my Christian dure,

Bereause of my faich, | have no inter-
cst In what some editors call “piling,
an,” pulling oeether negative stuff in
order to pound some public fgure. My
atthiude is, "Tho the story; do e dght; dao
it thoroughly: andmove on,”™ That does
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nd, bowever, miean thiot § bypass legirs
e skories, nor that |1 fail to prursue
new angles to developing storics, And |
com't mind calling sosme jourcnialism
whial it is—shoddy. | feel no obligation
to proncunce all that we do “good.”

Bicirige s journalisg is nof alwsays a way
ok frends. Sodmerimes | hayve coome
uider anack from subjecos of the news
{and seamertimes feom collcagues oreven
co-workers), When than happens, | aim
oy Bear i eind the admonition of the
Loweed nad e seck mevenge. (e can e 5o
empaing to give o for ) My trase is
inGod and His promise to render whart-
cver vemgeanoe will be appropriane at
the time when vengeanee s o be ad-
mbnistered. | alvways hold oot the possi-
bility that in due course a person may
repent of the harmiul things he did oo
mic, in which case there should e joy
andd no revenge at all

remember a journalist years ago
whio left i anger from a news con-
ference at which the governor had
prublicly confronted him about some of
the: reporter’s actions. Fuming lager in
the state Capitol press room, the e
parter declared, " That's going oo cost
him pao—TWO—Sunday columns.” He
roeant that he would write negative
things in two of his Sunday columins
about the governor, | teld the reporter
rwr thimgs: ome, he was foolish o an-
nowince such an ingention; e, he was
wrtarg i le=t i bzt artibode of retaliation
alfect what he wonbd diooas 'pl_ll.ln"lﬂlist.
Public fgures don’t always like whi
we sav about them, We don’t abaays
like: whai I:I'u':r LR abewe us. P i bailcds
a jomrmalist's character v feel the sting
l:|-:|'11:|:|d'|:1|::|f fanwy ane] thein. | ko dhat
because the Crood Book says that when
peide comes then comes disgrace, bt
with hurmel ity comes wisdom { Peoverts
11:2). 1 suppose vouw could say that,
rom, 5 @ it af how my faich affeces me
as a jourmalisi. W

Islamic Identity
And America

bt Amrerican experience forges as well

a5 foroes 2 new Muslim identiy that is

B both ot of thee guesst (o belomg
i the esperience of being permanently
depEcied as “the aher.”

Lo dm arder o combar e feeling of defea-
ism apd wealmess thet may overwhaelm the
Musbin sudent anclfor imamigrand, filse bie
Edamic insellecneal | lsma'il Al-Farogl recom.
imeded the appropeiaion of an klamic
identrgy, Muslims are nof in the Undied Sdes
a5 hegars, he said, bt g contributors
torwards thw budlding of 2 just sociery, Faragl
stresise] that the adaoption of dan Tslumic
ichenlogy o vision frees ome from the serse of
gl at having beft his or ber homekand and
achieved some mesure of suceess in o new
place. [t Hherates oae from the need o be
exceadingly prateful to the adoptive coantry
beramse suecess belongs de God. Meanwhille,
the Maslim will paertbeipate in addressing the
iils of Amserdcan couliure by pesing the chal-
lenpe of Bk, “The Islamic vision,” he suid,
*proviles the immmigrant with the decpest kve,
atrachement and aspivatbon for a Sorth Americi
reforrned and returmed 1o God,” When this
transfarmation hes taken place, immigranis
am converts alike will find their lives @hing a
e et and sipnificance “whese dimen -
siiis are cosmic. .

Fram this pesspective, Isdam is & ombque
wrder of life estahbished by God for hamaniry,
whoere religion and politics must be iner-
trined g ssnre prstioe and froodam. 1
provitles special cohesivencss and communal
Support & 3 communin going hroug i
troubled tme in which it sees el refected,
the object of huie and fear, For muony Muslims,
Amerbca seems 10 hove been “hishjocked™ by
special imerest groups, a5 2 resull of which it
baas deparied Troam the values amd ibe vision
it provioushy hol merised God's blessing.
Thus it 15 i need mot onky of sslvaibon bug of
racial ransformagion thal can restore it o its
s 25 @ couniry living in obedience ko
God. I— Yoo Vazheh Haddad Profes-
s oif Pl History, Dnfoerstly of Masa -
chegselts, Ambersd, fn e forticomibg Took
“Mnsitons on e Anvericanization Patly™
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Achieving Nirvana in the Newsroom

By MicHAEL HADDIGAN

rusty cditors and newsroom vel

crans at the now-defunct Arkan-

sas Ot Gaght mc a5 2 vourng
repaorter thar hird woork, Girmess, cons
CETETARION, Cormmigmsent, Com sission,
devotion to truth and social responsi:
billity are ot the: hoeart of Smart fepRorting.

[ty itk taugght mie Bo nuruee coem-
meon semse and §@ senss ol '.'\'I::II'H"-I,'I.‘.

Thexse are some of thee samae fessons
I learmed years earlier abour life and
religious practice from shaven-headed
Buddhise muorkes in Thild monasieries,

Persomil religious beliefs rarely come
up in interiews with sources or in
newsronen chatier But these beliclz
arg as miech s part of my work as a pen
ancd nodepicl

Growing up in i working class, Eo-
man Cathalic @mily in Philadelphia,
religion gave me g reverence for Lan
puage and a respect for the power of
idleas 1 spent moch ol my childbood in
awe of church ritual. Flickering woulve
candbes, oawering statees, the fog of
s incense in the Latin High Mass,
these seemed wonderful v me.

Ccepsionielly, my lrsh dmmigeant
gr.{rs-l,llnr:.l:lﬂ;r ledd s by the arm 1o an
Armenian Orthodox eluech in a soore-
fromt near her bowuse. Why? U never
Enow. But [ suspect §learned there weas
mnsre Chan ome way po regard the grean
myEbery.

Armicl the tumudt of the 1960's, 1 Fell
away fronn the churech and sought an-
swerk elsewhere. | saw real-work] Bud-
dhisim in 1972 a5 3 teenage G.1, posted
Lov @ Thai air base late in the Vietnam
WilE,

Ihen Bear Generarion writers led
e o Tacdsn, Chingse poetry and pogpa-
Lag writing on Buddhism. Afver my ois-
charge, | remurned wo Asia. [ ovisiced
Buddhist remyples in India, Burma and
Thallamd , amd Fater ordained as o monk

at i Theravida Busddhist monastery in
crendel Thailand.

Young men in predominantdy Baed-
dhist Thailangd traditionally don the
vellow robes if only for o fes wecks ax
a ribe of passage. 1 followed that cus-
Lo,

W rosc dally before sunrise bor a
barefoot alms mound, met with our
medication teachers and carried our
rosLitine temprle chores. The monasieny's
2 monks albso gathered once a month
1o hear a senior monk chant the monk's
mules af disciplineg in Pali, the canonical
language of the Theravada or Southern
school of Buddhism

That's abowet 2% far from the raucous
somim of Amenican pormalism ses vou
can get. But it was in the monkhood
that | decided (o become a repomer,

Achicving enlightenment or nirvana
iw at the center of Buddhise teaching
Mirvana, or ndhbana in the Pali, i often
taken o mean a supernamiral bliss or a
Buddhist heaven.

Bt ore of Thilland s miss progres
sive and influental monks, the o lane
Buddhadasa Bhikkhu, tanght that nir-
vand can also be seen as oa simpler
phenomae naen

This kind of nirvna noucishes the
lives of living things so they survive and
don’t go oraey.” he wrole.

Mirvana = not a place, Buddhadisa
taught, but a stare schicved through
eethical living, mental discipline and dhe
devesl yprmenit of wisdlom. The path o
mirvana involves [1r:|.'[i1.:i||H PIORET
Spl:':_'l;_'h. action, hvelihaaod, Sondenie-
thors, el Fisolog, lsokieon and oon-
remplative silendce are mmportant. Hhut
the Buddhist canom, monaste riles and
the culivres of ANy Huddhist coun-
iries I‘:IItF'lhll'hi:.l:L' COMTTILLY involve-
myeenil sl e ede pendence as cssenial
parts ol the pracrioe

Buddbizm as [ anderstood it Gt nicely
with Western demoeratic ideals.  An
ecoucated socicty forms institations of
mervernmeni to make decisions aboat
cormmunity life, based on open dis-
conrse and ree commerce in the mar-
ketphce of idens. Humzn greed, tred
amd ignorance may oorupt the pro-
cess, but a free and impartial press in a
e ratic oty comipensate s 1y fnd-
g anl communicating the o, Call
i |J-u|!1iia_ SCTVICE

Aitediaed H,f.q'r,lll:l;_l\.'.ml £ namy Asievdate Foelirar
rith The Arbamar Tomes in Linde Kook wiva
adey wribed for T Winbiarion Mot ana ! e
Dl Morreing Mene, Hadaigan was an
Assoctated Press siafl wriver ln Banphok and
Piresdaergly, @ veparveer ar The News and
Flsprver fn F.'.-.lu'.g-,r';:-."l aned ar T Arlbareis
Crazepte in Little Rock, A fosrralfon groda-
e wf the Untipernity of dArktuss, be balds o
smasters degree i fatervaarional Studes from
|'|I:I'I.' |'-'.Ir.-'.";r_|r|:|.' -'.:_|'.|I ."r.'l:-:.w.' ||'I|'|'Ir||' 0 I'.'.II'-II..'..I.'E in
Advnced Thad from Chtang Mot Usiversity
i Mwiilaid He gpene @ year as o Therararda
Buddiine monk tr JO77. 78 af moraiteriss in
vereral aral norsfern Thatlond,
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Somctunes iU works, sometmes it
clocsn't, Bt this system's sucoess—Hy
Buddhist ow any ocher stancdard—is the
mecasure of an cnlightencd socicny.

With this inanind, jourmalism seemesd
a namuenil chodoe for a lay carcer when |
decided to leave the monkbood. 1 ee-
rmed e the United Staces, went m
prrummalism schioad and serthed inmonews
paper and wine service repoming.

Thealogically, T sappose | stand
somewhere bsmeen Trapplst monk
Thomas Merton and the guy | saw re-
ceently with an “I-Love-Tibet” humper
sticker on his Geo convertilfe.

I'm a Hedle weak on plety, Il admic.
v thee [ab, [ less inrerested in oeleb-
rities, scandlals du jours and other sto-
ries thar simply feed the public's curios-
ity Civil rights, criminal justice, the
ENVIMOMmMEnt. open government and
issues affecting the least, the kst and
the lost secem more important. Where
Catholicism, Buddhism and simple
news judgment begin aml end in the
selection process, | have no idea,

There is no “Zen of Reporting™ that
I've discovered. Dot cultivation of pa-
picnce gl a “cool beant” certainly helps
o deal with the many difficult news-

EELIGION

rofeme personalitics. My meditation
teacher oftcnsaidimpossibbe challengoes
are opporiunities w practice mindfl-
MNCss,

A snteside wine service o is as
gonndd @ place to practicoe as vl fingd
for that. | resored o contemplhitive
breathing excrcises while simulias
ncously jugeling plomes, collecing high
schwssl Aot sCones, mokitoring TV
news and handling noemal desk dunes
on soldo night ericks in The Associaned
Press Prsbucgh burcau,

Sometimes principles are sorcly
pesbedl. Buddhasis, for example, are
paught o have compassion toswand all
bedngs, I the early 1980°, | covered
thie rise of armed extremist growps thar
forcshadowed the rise of oday's anti-
government groups and midlitias, Often
that meant armmiving uninnounocd in
the eark mountain stronghoklds o
hicarily armesd groups such as the Cov-
enant, the Sword and the Arme of cthe
Lo,

More than once 1 sat uncomformably
thromgh long. poksonous trades aigains
blacks and Jows, These guys seemed to
biave a specianl venom for * Buddha waor-
shippers.” Happdly, they never asked (F

Ierasane, Dy Ciess, 00 rilting com-
prassicm foe racises with machine guns is
| I|:1|.:|Ejl ;migﬂmrn:

Beligicmes influenoes sometimes leive
e wiresiling with comscience, Coser-
ing the executions of thnee beutal miwr-
derers recently, | struggled For balance
As the military reporier for The Mo
and Chserver in the e 19840 s, T oo
cred the B2d Aidbomee Division, 1 ore-
member a lirge sign on Fort Braggg's
Oreen Ramp, the jumping ol poding for
cornbat missions, "Think War,” it reul,
I the huestle of daiky reporting, it's easy
1o fowrget thit poace is always possible
amnd preferable.

The South's (ecguent iormadocs,
hurricanes on the Carofing coast, the
Pisburgh UsAer disaster, the poverly
and raciam afflicting the Mississippi
Db, prisaon rape in Arkamsas and e
cveryday vinlence of American b —
stoeries ke these raise the large ques-
thems for reporers.

My beliefs perhaps haven't led me o
different conclusiens about the mcreal
ordder of the universe than reporiers of
ather kiths, More likelby, we've arrmved
arsimilar concloslons in differene ways

Good Stories Make Hope Possible

By Sans ENGRAM

o i chilel iving deesp in the Bible
FIEIL‘ it was impossible o dis

count the influence of religion
ok claily life. My Alabama cosm was part
of the solidly conservarive and Demo-
cratie south, so political labels weren't
much pond in characterizing peopbe,

Church alfiliation was a more wse ful
shomhand, and churches excroed
enough power o ensune a frkendly en-
vironmeent for Sunday School and other
religious activitdes.

Inthe public schools, davs routinely
began with prayver, and “Religious Em-
phasis Week™ an the high school gave
boscal preachers a chanoe oo soner thedr
stulfin dally assemblics. Noone seemeed
i think this odd—exoept, of course,
the children from a Jewish family who
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were allowed to spend that timae in che
library.

Three decades later the relationship
e Ewe ey |‘|:'|ig,:i|:'“|r| and cvie life w far
i coeiples cvervacheee B Armerica,
:t|'|n|:|.riz.g]'ll|:|.'5-.-|.:|.'!111'1.1:l|1ﬁ|r!:|.|11t:'.im.ul:l'l_Er-
Eicws thiat !-l.:lll.]q_l'l.[ 10 cupsliion 1y whiilel-
hood were mach (oo comboeable.

¥t ||-_||;_-1.,- servied a purpose. For me
aned senne of oy frignds, those assump-
vicns mspired a habit of asking gues
picis theat amiese Bsve secmusd somesdiag
porverse o the welbmeaning L. people
who volumeercd o each us Suncday
Schol ar the First Baprise (Church.

One of our Bvorites was: “IF we be-
Biewve am the lieeal ineerpaeestion of the
Bihle. then why diowe serve grape juce
instead of wine when we have come-
Lo " Wie mever @ora good anseer.

Navw Engwam iv Depury Edirow for D
Baluiwiore Sam ¢ salivondal page. e bt moom
RErRTRn aarels, imcknding—a pevvonal
feporite— Howorable Mention (reeond plave)
i e 1988 Children s Expren fenrimiism
aanirell, & oomperition pudged dy ehildren
Frigram fas o M ES in commeding o
Wy faver Univernity and a Mamer af’
Divinisy degree fram Yale Eivimity Sohood



Axmuch qu;|rr:,-1|1ing s, (hise= rion-
answers began o shape the mle el
gion plays for me: not a8 a sel of an-
swers but as g way of spurring and
shaping the questions—especially the
big ones

Arc] since :L'en.h:i.nj.; thie rl'th: |:||,nr.~:|:i|:||r'|_\
is an essentinl skill for a journalisg, |
congider those irfeverent Sunday
School questions part of my profes
sicmal training

After |.'.|:||::|u“_|| YEArS il wrilingg celitoe
riaks guestioning the stams queo, the
wisdom of a public policy or just the
motives of o stonewalling politician, |
fired there are days when it would be
casy o let healthy skepiicism tum to
outright eyvnicism. That's where reli-
agios valwes and cradition make an fm-
pormant differcnce for me.

Respect for the digndte of esch per.
son and a fundamental belicf in G-
ness are values that don't necessarily
depend on religions faithe But those
values alone aren’t enough to stave off
cymicism. For thar, it takes a sense of
hope and a belef thar even an ugly
wiorld can gt beiter

Yos, religion can be a straitjacker, as
can any rigid cothod oy, ineluding skep-
ticisan. For me, religion helps make
hope possible, even against the odds.

How? In large part through good
suories, The lost paradise, Moah and his
ark, ihe tribulations of Job, the parable
af the prodigal son—ithose old stordes
and themes provide an endless prove of
insights and images bor understanding
the workd, Afrer all, the questions we
ask w0 often in our cvic debates are
n.-;ull}' echos=s of the 1;|_1_u_--.|.'li-m'm at the
core of all lasting religions: the yewrn-
ing for meaning, the gquest foe values,
thie need forsss ol understanding and
acdressing the problems we face cach
dil-‘ll'

AL its hest, religion doesn’t hand us
those answers the easy wav. For me, it
provokes the gquestions, while offeving
i framework that helps me make sense
of the woeld and its endless search for
arswwers, [l

RELIGION

American Indian Spirituality

Whers cestordd bo eorite ahore L frifio-
ence of bis Native Americae spivitul
ity o bis work ge a fournalist, Tim
fﬁﬁwb—anunﬁ-u.'inm'n‘g .i''\'4'l.|:.|1':|.':.|'4.-il'I Fafi.
tore grrgd Prblishor of Indian Coundry
Teacleey—saticd ¥ vois wof possible, thal
there s o ey do separgile the Boo,
thaat Bris spiviteclity is foo fntegrated
dreter Fids .ir!fr cmel rorde, To remedersicond
e Aeerdean Tadffan's i-_'l,]rw'r'.l'ﬂnﬂ'l." P
Foirrsalist, i B fmiporkant 1o Iey o
wrigdorsiand mdian spivituality. Heve
are some ihouphis froe Giaga, a TR
MNiensan Felflo

in Lzkoita che somd “aakan®™ means many
thimgs. It mwans a spanituality that is edither
received or iransmiatted. Wakom means tha
which i= hard dor wndersiand hbecause it is
fillzd with such mystery, Ie means that spiri-
nnadity iswithin s, all arowund ws, or seoe e
ws through a vision or throowgh che love and
padaign af another. These things are all a
part and parcel of thar great mossterny we call
crr spiritualicy

Thie Lakasta and the other Indian tribses of
the Western Homisphere did not have sehat
conslel be cadled o religicom. Religica is some
thing that is orpganoeed, dogmatic anad boasesd
vt e weritlen wand, The Bibde aodd Ko,
for iesmnce, e wrilen documenis that
define ihe pararmiers o which the faithful
in thess religions must adbeve in crder
b saver] amal seroed.

Insead, Indian wibes bad o spirineal
connection with the carth, wind, sky, warer,
fires, sum, msood, s, fshoamd those and-
muiks that walked upon four legs, The firs)
white sentlers loodked wpon this spisioeal
cosnnecton with all namercal things and La-
beeled fr paganksm or heathenessm, They never
saw o experienced the pare naniral beawny
ol the= Inelian xpu'rlru:'l wWUYE

Many of the: sacred waysafthe Indian are
hased upon mterpretation. The holy men
anil women have the lnfinade o interpret
alreams and actions in a sscred way, This is
wruly @ spiritnal way simply becase no e
haly peapl: interpret things in the same
Fashiboa, [is a spiritualiny with freesdom and

independent thooghe ar s foundation

Lakotamen odren received tesraduln names
because of 4 dream or a viston while doing
A hanbleyoeyn (vision cuiest) and having
thiat vigien or decam interpeeied by a holy
eon of woman. They could also be narmed
foi' o prean deed or misdesd, Theseare more
than just names such as John or Bl They
are mandfested noa phyvsical and spirineal
comnecicn to chings thar e inside of and
outside of the peron reeeiving the name,

This s why iz ks 20 diffiouls for an Indipn
glder 1w answer when a non-lndian asks,
“Howydo you say 'oree i Lakorar” The ehier
will haave o his or her mind a wee of pine
cak, willow o anmher. How do FIRE By
“rree” when the word wself is s non-ge-
seriptive® A tree must be dezeribed from the
width of itz vruak o the color of s leayes
A tree s a plotere 1o be palned oo wonds,

Isipa crec that playedd anole inthis Lakors
prrsan’s like® Is it a ree that was ot dlevwn
i serve as che rrn“'rplﬂ'rul'th: sapredd Sum
ance! Isdn ong of the rees used as poleso
suppaort the skins thar covered the home,
thee ripl, of this Lakoia persons O §s i1 pares
that one sat undder as a chibkd on a fosrid
summerday, wrapped inche conlness oif i
sharde whife dreamimg thee dreans of chil-
dren® The tnee then becomes mare! than just
o tree. It becomes a phivsical and sparicoal
CONIEE Ol

Accordimg to the Bureaw of Indizn Aairs
reconds, my greatgranmdmather seas namesd
Winyan Wakan. This translaes as Holy
Wenman. A il Lakors clder wlo was dalso
a mwdicine man, Pete Sodlr Boed, s de-
cemsed, onee told me dhe was given Uais
mime becwese she wis o spiritual wonsan, 2
bidy worman wheo conducted corenwonics
and healed the sick. This was noga proalies.
s 11 was—and is—a hereding way of life
o the Lakora,

Whien oave andersaands thar an Indian’s
spirituabity beging with the maorning sun
and s them a parm of every motion and
eroovineeret all of that day and night—ulen one
perceives therne s no separaion bepacen
thi il-l'q.'n.l-r:l, meneal o spil rhinsal 'I'u._*l.rl.g_ [[RE
alll oo 3l of the time. Bven for an Inclian

jouarnalise. W
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Back to Church Through the Newsroom

By Prinir L. Ganey

religious futh has had on my jour-

makisin. As Dehink abwaud i, mayks i
wils the other way arouned. Ir oy b
thar jourmalism helped clear up the
doubesand confusion tharonee elovded
iy sydritual life. Bear wach me as 1 orv oo
cxplain.

Ta ke a young Scutherner in the
s meant having 1o comee [0 1erms
with the filure of the region's whine
churches o address the grear moral
issue of raciil segrisgpation. It was a vime
of division, anger, doubt and fear. The
Ku EKlux Klan long ago appropeiated
the cross as a llaming symbaol of hate,
anmd too few Christians protested this
depravity. Chrisdanity, it scemed moome
ar the tme, had lost is way, if non is
I A S,

I have hcard it sasd that the chuech is
like Moah's Ark- if it weren't for the
Hloesd on thee ousiide, youcouldn't stand
the smell on the inside Some of us
could no longer stand the smell and
decided 1o mke our chances on the
ouiside. 1 lefl the ranks of Sowthern
Baptizts bebore I repched the legal drink-
img age in CGsorgii, soured on the church
and confused about the relevance of
Christinnity o the social and political
upheaval of tha time,

I owent off o college and for the
better part of a decade rmrely setfoot in
a church excepr for weddings and fu-
nerals. | later became a Preshyvtenian
and thon, fve vears ago, an Episcopa-
ligm. Sl people doa’t have much
wrouble figuring our that | grew up in a
Southern Baptist church, On my way
out the door, | swiped a Baptist hyvmn
bookand haven ' tstopped singing froam
i,

A cougrle of years ago, at a backyard
party at my house in 51, Petersburg,
Fia., | cradled my autoharp and accom-

I et swre what influence my
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panicd a small choir of Pulitecr Priee-
winning journalists=—Mary Mclirory
and William Rasphoerry of The Washing-
o Post and Eugene Patterson, the
restired] Eclitor andd Chairman of The 51,
Petersburg Times. Like me, they can't
resist topping off a good party with a
hymn sirg. and some of their Bvorite
grspel somgs are right out of the Baptist
bymimal of my youth, They understand
theat a H_l::ll:u_l ll:.-'l"ﬂl'l i% H,HI::II:' wrili'nﬁ. "h'l:,-'
strongest rials now are past, my i
umipsh fas begun,” goes one line in=0h
Caomme: Angel Band,”

(i these happy oocsons, when
mecighibors must suspasct thae §em corn-
ducting a revival mecting on my pidio,
thie years roll back inomy mind 1o Sun-
day moeming a1 the Silver Shoals Bapris
Church, a fese miles wpa die road from
Heommer, Ga, (pop. 6005, The church
waaal onc-room, white claphosrd somac-
ture. The prescher was reguirod o make
1 coroncrop on the thiee acres behdiod
the church o supplement the meager
cilllecricns, (Cne preacher whio e the
grass take over the cotton was flogged
by o group of deacons.y The preachers
were bocal men, farmers or testile work-
ers like most of the meen in the congre-
gatiom, with notheological tratning and
little formal education. They were
“called” to the pulpit. They paced,
shouwted, fladed their arms and somee-
pimes toamed a1 the mouth as they
preached against the sins of television,
whisky, Flvis and even lipstick

I later dhiscowered tha in the big
T:lu:-l]'rlim churehes in the L'il'!.' e was
misre decoram amd t!'ll:l::lllbﬂ:." b mm
Ay e O hristiaminy tham in the peimi-
ive rural chuech | ad Aed

Alter graduating feoom the Lniversity
ol Cricowgian, 1 lamled my fiese jobr as a
reporter al The Atdanta Constimition ai
a time when the region was convulsed

by the civil dghis revidution led by the
Bev, Trr, Marvin Luther King Jr.. a Bap-
tist prescher who set ot foemanei pabe
white Southerners, slaves o hate and
tear, a hundred vears atter Abrabham
Lincoln emancipated black slaves

I cicln't realize it af the time, bui
reporting this story was, in a strange
st of way, a religgiows expeerience for
mie. The church figured prominenily in
the civil mights story, Black churches
prowided the infrasiruciure lor the civil
rights mowvement; mast white churches
prowided a refuge for the racists and
haters whi |1-|:r|.r|;'rli,'1,| thirr rrsLing al
the cross, Baoth 1.||.'|:|n-.hi|'}l,'-|| the sareee
Ceoil, road the same Bible, sang from
the same hymnobook. Yer, here they
were following their Christian Eaith in
opposite directions, one side comamit-
tistl o monwiclenoe and redemprion,
the ostheer FIIl:'H.l:IIiI.'IH lefianee ar more
often remaining silent. Sermons
preached in white churches were irrel-
cvant oF superficial or worse. With few
insp e execprions, the South's Prot-
catant churches placed themselves on
the sidelinesof that geeat mosal steuggle.

Philep I, Gaddey greay up an a Jarm nedr
Mo, ﬂ:urg.-:n'. uml'gm'd'mkd"lhm e
Uml:-'tnl'l_:l r:',lr ﬂ'rurg."u'. He :-r.-.l.fl'r?'." ||:l?.l r.'nrallil.rrh
DEF SERRET witd The Aberara Coaritivsaion i
iset wintel 6003 amel jntmed The Mizmi Herald
fit $9072 He woar pranifeered o The Herald t
Woaskingron Buvestis in 1973, Gadley lefp The
Ferald fn 1977 and moves i b rational
reposing il of e Watshington Star. fu
{08), afver The Swar folidvd by foined the
WI-J-'.E-J'HH'..-J# Rureen ﬂf'ﬁ'r.-' Mewe Yorte Timmes.
..-1_||'i'|-r' f!'.!_;-u-'am: m 'I.E'.'a'.ﬁe%'r.::l.w, b moeed to

LY 3 f‘rurséw.lr i 90) fo Become f:'.!'im.r.'gll"
Feitoriak and & member of the Board of
Previors .n-l|" The Fimpe ."-'.lnthn[lf.r.'_g -I'.'amlﬁuw;r.
He warr mamed Vice Previderme earirer thi
R



Tirminy white Christians, Godwas"up
thiere” somewhere: Dr. King and his
Ferllowers drew strength from theircon-
viction that He was “down here"—the
eeltirmte “oamsicle agiooe” leading them
orunh ool Bmelagne

IE was dhuring this ime that [ oame o
ke rvorar bwn men-—both hernes ol mine—
whio taught mee o distinguish between
the church, which relleers the best and
woarst qpualities of the peophe within i,
angd Christianity, @ set of values tha
crosses denoaninsitional lines and tran-
scends the mysteries of religion

O wias Balph MeGill, whose frone-
prage column in The Alanta Conseim-
tin wias @ beacon to people strogeling
against the racism ol fear that puo-
somed Southern life, including the
church. The other was Clarence Jor-
dlan, & Southern Baprso theologin who
cstaltlished Komonia Farm outsicle
Americus, Ga, less than 10 miles From
limvmy Carter's lome and place of baisi-
niess. Both men were reviled and hared
by “Giowd-fearing peogle” who consid-
ered them agents of the communiss
sgpendla and teritors o their race

lthough they didn't knose 1, they

were my rabhds. They belicved

that it man had faith in God he
would bemer sweer his [fe, 1 leamed
miare abhout the meandng of Christianin
frovm Mol and Jordan than from all
the Sunday monning secmons [ had
ever heard, MegGill, known around the
world as the conscience of the South,
spoke the wrrible truth Southern Chrls-
tinns i not wani o hear, Fven as fr
hack a5 thee lage "40°s aned eacly "50°'s he
was preparing his readers foe the day of
reckoning namce e knew was com.
.

“The Yellow Rats of Unasdilla® reacd
thic headlive over his column on Al
11, 19500 A smuall back chureh ourside
Unaclilla, Ga. planned 1o honor s 87-
year-old pastor, who had been preach-
ing moane than S40 vears, on Easter Sun-
day. Aprogram, incheding adinner, was
planned . Two local white ministees oo
invited and agreed o amend. There
wiere phone calls, and the black congre-
garkom sent wortd o the white ministers
the event had been canceled. One of
thie ministers shirsoesl Hp anyeay sl

RELIGIOM

learmed the truth: there had been threats
against the church

Mol thunde red: A few yellow mats
bl cast their shadow over thar of the
croms and its meaning, We can forgerall
thie ety Iaps—ile line sermaons, the
cloguent testimoeny to the meaning of
thie cross and the cmpty fomb—until
w somehow mobilise the strength of
Christianity so that any person who
wilahes iooworahip Chirist is oot afraid of
the Ku Klux Klan or anything like i,
Whemn Chreistians are afeaid o be Chreis-
tians-—especially on Easper Dxy—rthen
e eross and the cmpey tombr have Bose
thicie meaning,”

hat was a serron thar necded o
Tjh:pn:ds:lmi. andd i ook e xiraoge.
dinary cowrage for o big-ciry
rrerws s esdinos to confeont the good
church people of Unadilla, Ga, wath the
true mcaning of Cheistianimy four vears
bl the U5, Supreme Court struck
chorwn school segregation. | cames wonss
that codumn a decade alver iv was writ-
e g resaliecd o Hees had changsd,
O Sunday morning in 1963 a chy-
namite Fombexploded inablickchurch
in Birmingham. Four liede gicls died in
their Sunday school roome The ciy's
churehes began a program of eon-day
rolling of bizlls 1o call poopbe w prayer.
MG il wroanes: " Thaoese choorchies the did
hear of the muorders of the children
paused for a minuie of silent or spoken
praver, Thiswas done in sevenil South-
crn cities, The repelling umor of this
exhibition was that almost without ex-
ceptiom. those whooffercd such pravers
wrre Chiurches which nlthlr;ul:.r. amniel
sometimes physically, had refused -
[T R WA He;;nmﬁ-;lm'u:ﬂ‘inp, liar s
ship,” In those churches, bhe added,
“muoedern Christianity has become
chielly & civic club ethic, ot as well
spollcd oul or promoted as dhar of
Roary.”

MeGill, am Episcopalian who befi his
civn Arlamrn chuech, the Cathedral of
St Philip, after it resisted intepration
amnd found another that was open to
worshippers of all races, was not what
yioou weould call a religious man. But he
had a decp and abdding Fairh inche God
of lewe anid belivved Chiristianity shonld
be a foroe for racial healing and social

harmony, That it had largely been @
farce for division and racksm in the
South saddened him decply, Many
voung ministers, including some who
had besen ejected from their pulpits for
l_'3|HI1H_ o wlerance, mmgh.l McCaill's
acdvice andd counsel, He arged them to
stay in the ministry and helped them
fimed new Forumes from which they could
speak ot

In the course of reporting the civil
rights stoey i Geoogia |eame i know
Chuence Jorkin, wiho was the closest
thimg tov & prue Christian | have ever
knovwwn, I thee 194905 lordan founded
Feirvomnia, a sscially integra cd B com-
e thant cxcmmplificed his vision of @
Christian commmuanity. (her the years i
survived drive-by shootings, dynamine
bombings ane the bowooa of its barvest
By local mwerchients. pordan was such a
paciah that ot cven Jimemy Carterwould
g0 near Koinons, On Sunday moen-
imgs, lordam would lead an ineegraed
g ok fioram workees oot froni door
of local white churches, where they
wostild be tarned away,

his gentle man's Christian per-
I APRECHIVE SOmctimes made oven
hiz fricnds uncomforcablc.

Millard Fuller, his undcrsoudy an
Kiodnomia, wells the story of a Bapsist
milnkster from Atlania who went o Jor-
dan wich & problem. Thi minkster wis
concerned that his church was paying
its jaritor onky $800 2 wiek, The man
had cight children and commaed a
long distance w work, The mindser
hadd pleaded with the descons o in-
crewse the janitor s salzary, bt theey saicd
thizre was no exte moneyin the church
Baelgee.

“What can | doi™ he asked Tordin,

Jordban asked o Fow questions, Aler
wabldishing that the minisoer hacl only
twoy children and was paid a substan-
tially higher salury than the anitor, Jor-
dlam said, el why not just sep saka:
res with him? ‘Thar souldn’t reguine
any cxtra money i ovour hadeet. You
live right here by the church, =0 you
don’t have any commuthie exponscs,
and vou only have two children while
he has elght. Surely vou could Hve more
sy on his salary than he can,™

Sensing his friend's discomfort, Jor-
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dan asked what wag wrong with that
solution from o Christian perspective,

“Thezres"s nothing at all wrong with it
Clarenes, fram a Christian poing of
view,” the minister replied. “Thae's
why it upsets me.”

Adew years belore his dleath, Tordn,
appalied !1-3' thiz bowsing conditions in
Sumer Coundy, caomd wp with the idea
of building lowecost homes for poor
black emant femers, including some
i lved inshot-gun shacks on Carmers
Earm. The modest houses, the frst of
which went up in a ping thicker on
Koinnmid Farm, were sold at eost, with
nae interest, The buyvers, i physically
able, woere pequired m J:r.'lp with ke
CORAIMICTION.

After Jordan’s death, Millard Fuller
ok the seeds of fordan s “Parcnership
Housing" and sowed them arcund the
world, Feom those secds came Habitan
for Humanity, which has become the
wior|d's most inspirational housing poo-
gram lor the poor. Today, s mosc fa-
maus wlunteer carpenier is Jimmy
Carer, atormer presidencofthe Unived
States who still teaches Sunday School
at his Baprist church in Plaims, O,

Clarence fordan and Millaed Fuller,
unweloome in local Christian churches,
feelt that God had called them not oo
judge others bur o preach brother
hood and to build houses for the poor,
They had the courage o act on their
understanding of Christianby and make
a differenoe in the world,

Twas privileged to koo Ralph Mol
aned Claremee Jordan all foao briefly, Do
bediewve 1 am a better journalist—ancd
perhaps even abetter person—because
of their examples, They restored my
Erith, Mow, et usopen the bymn book
oonce blingd, bat now [ s " W

Mieman Reports ¢ Fall 1997 44

RELTGTIOM

Trials of a Jehovah’s Witness

By GEnE OWENS

rovm the third prade on. [ knew
Fﬂmt Iwanted voowriee. From carly

childhood, when my mother
taughn me the Lord’s Prayer, the 23rd
Pzalm and the 100¢h Pealm, | aanied o
pliease God,

It mever gecucred toome, 45 8 young
ntan geowdng up in the Bible Belt, thar
the teo desires mighs conflicn. Bug |
bearned Eaicly early thar my religioos
beliets, while they need nog bar me
from the craft | loved, might pose obs-
stacles that could prechude my going to
the o

1 grew up in a Southern cobton-mill
tovwn, Greaniteville, 5.C,, abowe 15 miles
east of Augusta, Ga

Cxranitewville was a chorch town, with
i rich mixpare of I!'p;'lplisla. Methodisis,
Episcopaliang, Lutherans, Holiness and
Mazarcnes, My Rather never wenl o
church, but he lowdly proclimed his
bzlic=l in the Baptist Rith, My mother's
family were Jehowih™s Witnessses, and
they never missed an oppormuniny oo
direct my attention o the Bibke and o
provide me with Bible liverature, | read
it avidly, cxeept for those oecisions
when my Biher Foungd it amd conlis-
cated . Though he professed Chris-
tianity, be bad only a rudimenary edu-
cittion and never read the Bible. Yer he
hated evervihing associated with the
Witnesses.,

In the g of war beraeen his unin-
formed beliefs and the well-developed
thealogy of my marernal kinfolk, there
was o contest. Though fowould be
years basbore | coukd take my stand as
Witness, my outloak cn life was shaped
by thedr teachings

| weis fowar vears old when World War
W broke out, Several aduln relaives
ansverred the call o arms amed served
werseas, Cine, Creacly Baims ., wik an
potive Jehovah's Witness. He ook a
sl @5 a conscientious objector and
servid out the war inoa federal prison,

Grovwingg up in the super-patrintic

atmosphere of a nation at war, [ re-
garded my soldiering relatives as he-
roes, Bot | oalso admired my Uncle
Grady's moral courage. Later, when it
appearcd that | might e the same
choice, 1 found that standing up for an
unpopular belicf required more grit
than ollowing the crowd down the
rl-.1|:i'|u-l:H_|nr:|.'. T ek pm-m‘llaﬁrr:hewqr_
e learr oof ihe ilousands of German
Jehovah's Witnesses wiso wind to their
deaths in Na# concentration camps
rather than support the Mazi regime
and the armed Forces that were slaugh-
lq_-'r.ing Allied soldiers andd civilians h].'
the muillicm,

I went through high school during
the early '5005, discussing my religious
bBelel vigorously with my fellow stu-
dens i developing my love for wril-
ing as Editor of the high-school news-
paper. | worked an eight-hour shift as o
labswrer in ile cotion mill 1_||111'|1_!|_ my

Crene Charens, 60 bar beem @ pournalent m
l’r'l?:'f.llrfn.',. Nowplr Careling, Fenmeree, Gror-
gict areed Alveterona, cined & powr Podieal
Eddivar off The Medale Regiser. He I gl
wripten  clnzen Boods, moly on buainei
rapfcs, Fie uwites 4 Swurhern-fleored coltm
af bumar and philasapdy a5 woell ar a colomn
on Englisk gravamay calied “Bobba§ Ey-
glechs, = e loker vo comprile crodstordy and
ey reading hiicery, eipecially the hisery of
ehe ol War e, Fle can sormeines e seen
wrivdrg bis Fesiored TOSH Ruick, weink his
rreadl ang, Candi, pevched on B shoslder,



senior year, except for a onc-month
stind @5 A fill-in ediwe of the company
FRagEEne.

I won 3 scholarship from the mill
compsny and enealled at the Henmy W
Crripey School of Tourmalism ar che Uni-
veersity of Georgia. There, my Faith for
the first time posed @ conflicn with my
Carcer Hierests.

Thnunh iy fathes' s intense oppo-
sitiom had prevenied me from
becoming a practicing Witness, |
was mevertheless concerned when 1
learned chat the Undversity of Georgia,
a5 a lared-grant instloution, reguired male
students o spend at least tao years in
the Reserve Officers Tralndng Corps
bebore they could graduate. The wni-
versity Informed me that nothing in its
mudlitary-science progeam shooalol offend
aconscientous objector, and looepted
this assurance.

At the university, | was free for the
first time to attend religioos meetings,
and began o participate in the activis
ries of thie camngEregation T was h:lrlli:.l:ﬂl
in 1955, at the age of 18, a5 3 member
of Jehovah's Witnesses.

By that time, I was alreadya Bedgling
jourmalist. In oy freshoan vear, 1 had
been appoinied Foature Editor of the
campus sewspaper and had Linded a
parttime job covering police coun and
cirty hall foe the Liscal daiby.

I hiwcd also learned a great deal more
abhout jehovah's Wimnesses, A brief de-
scriprion of those belicls might be in
areder.

Jehowah's Witnesses see themselves
as a worldwide hrotherbood that tran-
spends national boundaries and na-
thonal and cthnic lovaltics. They belicye
theat since Cheist proclaimed that his
kingdom was no part of the world and
refused 1o accepr A wemporal oroeen,
theey by must keep separate froom the
wrirkd and refrain from political involve-
ment. The problems of the world will
ot be solved by humian governmenis,
thicy beliove, but by the heavenly kings
dom thet Jesus taught us o pray for in
the Lond's Prayer

As part of that worldwide brother-
hoodd, 1 telt that T oould not in good
conscienoe peurticipete in militey tram-
ing T dropped owt of ROTE afier my
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freshiman year. That mcant, of course,
thar | coubd niow ger a degree from the
University of Georgiil

L cowld have transferred wo o numbser
of other schooks that did not require
mullitary prainings. But my family had no
cillege radition, and | soon learned
tharenir-level pay ar most newspapers
weas the same for a college drop-owt as
it was or o college graduate. 5o |
dropped owtin the middle ofmysopho-
mere year and tock a pob with the
Augusta, Ga., Chromicle and Heralkd ata
salary higher than anyihing my Guiher
had ewver earmed,

[ooudd see ligthe reason at the tme
bor my career as a journalist to contlic
with my beliets s one of Tehovah's
Witnesses,

And indeed, there were Few conflicts
at first, As o reporter, and Later state

editor, of the Augusiti newspapers, 1 |

had no reason o Gike gides politically.
My josby was 1o prowids impartial cover-
agee of poditical and other events, That
reqjuirement fit both my professional
ancd wrwy religioos principbes

I B the editors of the newspaper
quire tolerant of my religioas faidh. 1
remember the tme my Managing Edi-
tiar, John Harper, handed me a leter
fromm a man who had anended a few
moctings of Johovah's Witnesses and
therefore kncw who | was. He asked my
boss whether he knew thar | was a
member af “a subversive organization
Encwn as lehovah's Witnesses.”

I asked John what [ should do wich
thie lemer.

“I'd thirow v im the guteer, whesre we
put all the other filth,” ha told e,

ater, Lowis C. Harms, thi Execu-
L tive Editor of tht newspapers,

eoaled e “Febonocare if voms gooun
and marry a black woman, That's none
of pnr bsiness, :|.1r1|:||||_.|_ FLRYN T il YR
jub.”

Whenastaunchlvoonservative deeps
South editor makes a commitment like
that in the miclse of th: civil-risghis revole-
tiown, you koo you've got i ot of job
e 1] ril}'.

Shortly after ghing 1o work for The
Chronicle and Herald, | marricd Esther

Fox, a girl brought up among Jehovah's
Wirnesses. Abour a month after our
marrkage, | was called vo For Jackson,
5.0, for a pre-induection Army plevsical,
[ informed the personnel there that |
could not censclentomsly submit o
mdlitary service.

Chne sergeant glared at me

“Uxic] yousr Catbeter seree in the Armye”
b= asked,

"Yees sir, He was in World War 17

"' hat dioes he think about yos noss s
b= asked

“Hie Fagechi for what be belicved in,
andl he expects mae ostand up for s ha
I beliervee i, 1 ool b, Dad's saptipude
tomsrd the Witnesses b melloaed
consideraly

Nt clios o chowhen Yo ne coviers
ineg st peacacle ancd the fag goes by

“I stanal there respectiully,™ 1 said,
Jehowah's Witnesses don’ appiove of
showing disrespect foe the flag.

he militay cup was alloswcd 1o
pass, Within a vear, 1 wis the

Father of 3 hesalehy oy, ol thes
Army was ol drafing fathers an than
Lifmi.

The ared of news coverage that ore-
abed the greatest temptation for paoli-
cal involvoment was the civil-righis
strugele. | sympathiceed with the black
vouths who demonsorared kor egual
oppormenity and cqual orearmaesne.

I knew that lchovah®s Witnesscs
tunght obedience o human s whicn-
cver it did ot conflict with divinge ko,
b 1 also knew that their publcasions
caught rackal olerance and racial coual-
ity 50 long as scare lows focbade mixing
afthe races, we obeved tham, but at the
first legal and practical oppartunity, we
integrited our mestings, and we now
are privhably the most intcgried relis
Hi:nu:a [SRLETETE in rhe oo ntry

I remmember once when we werne
going from howse to howse in Barmwell,
S5, piving bricl Bible presentations
and leaving literture with the house-
hilchers & local lewver saw us working
ineaneighborhiood ofbluck Gumilies and
calbed the podice tous, Dread the police
olficer o decision from the South Caro.
lina Supreme Couwrt, which held cha

| our work was legal.
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Thie policemsan apparendy failed o
grasp the distncdon beteeen the soace
Supremde Court and the TS, Supreme
Canur,

“Idon’t agree with a kot of things the
Supreme Court’s been saving, ™ he said,
and ordered ws to stop distrilbating our
literature, | appealed to the mavor,
whas el us we couldn't distribote our
ligerat e withiout 31 licemse.

We returned and began speaking
with the houscholders directly from
the Hible, Even a segregationist oop
couldn't argue with that right. | wrote
an article for my :lrmpmm'rl::lnw:;rihing
the encounter, but John Harper El;l‘-l'll"}'
tarned it down: “Yoore oo dose o
this, Gene.” he said.

Later, | opened a news buresw in
Harmwel]l From which | covered a four-
conmniy arca for The Chronicle, The
bawyer diddn't eecogniae me in my jour-
malistic role, and he became o pood
MEVE SOUFCE.

My fadch and my career fnally came
into direct eonfler after | had migeaned
to Maorfolk, Va., and began working foe
The Ledger-Star and The Vieginian-Pi-
lot.

Afer several vears as a Ledger-Sear
repodter and a sHn as Assisgant Cigy
Edivor, | was offered 4 chanee o owwve
to the editoral page. Excounive Bdivoe
Perry Morgan wanted o outke 4 dea-
matic change in the editonal page of
the aftermonn newspaper. We went o
an innevachve larvout, with sipned ecino-
rials, written in the fArst-perscn singu-
Lar.

mentor, and 1 accepred the job,
even though 1 knew it would take
migr chirgeroishy close fo @ comproamse
with my political neutrality. Perry never
ke oot thiss montl contlics, oc I'm
sure he wouldn't have played the role
of tempter, T had great lagimde in choos-
ing the topics | would write on, and 1
avoided heavy-duty political mopics in
Favor of off-bear subjects and those dat
detdt weth mocil questions. Neverthe-
less, my exlitorials generated more let-
ters o the editor thian those of any af
thee o hwer writees
After a vear of this, 1 was placed in
charge of The Yirginia Beach Beaoon, a

I considersd Perry my joumnalistic
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#oned edivon of The Ledper and Pilot
that wene oo G580 homes. [ insol-
tubeid an opdnlon page. with my column
as the principal comveyer of opinion
Agrain, | chiose my topics carebally. 1wy
an elder in my congregation by then,
and spoke regulardy from platdorms
arciand the Tidewater area [ periodi-
citlly checked with Fellowe elclers foos-
sure mvsell that 1 wasn't erossing any
Boundanies. Bul 1 wis on the slippery
glope. Fram The Begcon, [went to The
Yirginian-Pilot o become Senior As-
sowiate Editor on the editorial page of
the flagship publication of Landmark
Corrmmierrricatsons. e imvalved asubsmn-
gial pay increase amdl a shod at the
eclitorshipy of the newspaper

I:_Illﬂij:[_lll_'\'l;l eelinowrials, 1 woay h.impl:.-'

serving as i rnlnllhpil._'l;'i: fowr ethis
publisher, much as a lavwyer serves as a
mcuth piece foe his client

My editor was | Harvie Wilkinson
111, a former University of Yirgimia law
prafessor whio went o o & [ o on
the Fourth LS, Clicult Court of Ap-
peals

Jay Wilkinson had an ineredibily ingi-
sive mind. By the time we held oure
morning edivorial conferencoes, be
weold alecady have devoursed several
newspapers, would have chosen the
edimortal wopdcs for the nest day, anad
wostilid have specified, poinn by poine,
what positions the newspaper would
take, Mormally, | would have resented
this micromanagement, but [ was acta-
alby geateful to layv for taking this bur-
den off my consclencoe,

When JTay lefi the newspaper w re-
sumiz his fegal carcer, T was one of the
candidates for the editcrship, In 2
miemaranduwm tothe newspaper’'s prin-
cipal dwenier, 1 laidd out my religious
beliets as. candidly as 1 knew how, 1
stated] my position as a conscientioos
ohjector o military service, 1 didn’t get
the josh, bt was offered o position at
coamprirable pavar Landmark™s Boanoke
Times & World Mews, o nesspaper of
120,000 circubation, on the opposine
endd of the state,

So o ever ol mae, bat [ saspect
thar the crw mershp wiis wary of placing
aconscientiows obpector inchange of its

I et naliced that, as the writer of

flagship mewspaper in a oacken that
was o toupwnds of 200, active
o retired milivary personnel e addi-
tuen, A candicate with much higher
academic credentials was available.
Terry Enstland, who was later to serve
in Ronald Reagan's adminiseeation. got
the jobe | understood the chobee, and
was prateful for an oppomuniny wem-
ploy iy =kills in Bosmoke, o plessant
ciey of 100,000 nestled in Virginia's
Blue Hidge mouantains,

In Roamoke. | continued to soothe
my comscience with the thought that 1
was i spokesman for the publisher and
nev @n archivect of editorial policy

Bt [ owies miishending mysedl First
Birron Morcrs and then Wilter HI.|E|:|-|.I'_|-¢:1'.
as President and Publisher, exercised
entremely light controld over editorial
perlicy. Basically, they established a spa-
vious ballpark and allovsasd me free-
dlovm mo take positions on specific is-
ELIEE,

I also srode 4 personal column, usu-
alty an political or philosophical sub-
jects The enlumn was wellaead amd
iften hiotly eriticiacd in seroagly con-
servanive Yirgini.

verisis o conscien oo oceurmed

i 19EA, e vers alter my

maove b Roanoke. My wile,
Estler, had been plagued with emo-
tiwrnal problems since adolescence. Al
ter 26 years of marriage, she ook her
opwn life through carbon-monoxide
posanbng,

| marred Pogoy Conner Bates, my
collegpe-days swectheart, 'We had been
haptized wogether as Jehovah's Wit-
Nesses,

In the aftermath of the tragedy and
thes earhy years of my second meartisge,
[ didd somee intensive soul-scarching and
dleteickesd that to find peace, | needed 1o
bring my life into alignment with ooy
ComnsCience,

I informed Saler Bugaber thar 1
combl no longer contnue as an edico-
riab=page editor. Landmark had no oom-
parabde position 1o offer on the news
sinde,

S0 1 penned a farewell column, In it
I explained the Witnesses” worldwide-
brotherhons] ooncept and the basis for
our political neucealivy



“For many vears nosw, iy Life las
|I‘E|1:w1,:11 ;l]-:'rl!l;_.; i P ks —ne Miﬁjl;lr:
e meligiones,” 1 explaimed. O nighis
amd weekends, [ have been placing my
faith in a heavenly government deter-
mined o replace all earthly govern-
ae s with sommcthing infiniely heoer.
O weekdays during business howrs, |
have been pontificatiog on ways the
exhstlngg world svseem can best perpetu-
aner irself

"Charofthe secularside ot my mouath,
Lhave been recommending that people
put their faith in human policies and
the political systems behind them, Out
of the relighows side of my mouth, Thave
been wlling people that these policies
are dowsrred g filure and the sysbems
behind them are doomed to destrac-
tion,

*The twe tracks have not been gei-
ting any closer, and riding them simul-
'.ill'll:"l:lll!ll’.‘ lhzs lorced e, l_'l'.|1|::||:ir:|rlil||!.'|
irnfes @ pr:l:'ari-:ll,lx- hrlrl;-:u:i-r.:lﬂlt- LY =11 o o]
.'r1}- |}r|:|l'emi.i|:1:|m|. cEiresr 'Ill.l“h e e
WHLY. My .-..T'li:".iluul imclina o F:ull e
another, Something his 1o give,

“A voung man 45 vel untouched by
calamity mav cheerfully make the
Favstian bargain, trading ctemity for
the g life heres arech moeae, Bt as the
VLTS |:rI|:H theeir calbumities, he |;:l|,"_|.gi.|'|.-.
searching for sustaining strengrh. Woe
i i il b has bargained that serength
away,”

told the seory ol Esther's suicide

and my struggle o regain emo-

tional equilibrium for me and my
adolbescent son,

“Im thee b by hioues of self-cxamina-
thon”" | wreode, "when all the what-ifs
descended ke sandbags on already-
sageing showlders, | came o realize
that I could mor carry the burden alone
I realized the need for 3 change In my
mefatineship with Jehovah and his Chris
It was a change that woubd redguine me
b givee up something dear g me: my
Career as an opinion writer, and a prof-
itable rebaticnshipwith an enlightened,
tolerant and honorable comporation,”

1 left Roamaske for 'I'I:ﬂh Poind, M,
where from 1990w 1993 | becamw,
h:ﬁiﬁlll\',a“hw writer for prodessional
speakers and consultants. The income
wiss o less than what | had camed in

RELIGION

jomerrlisan, Dot | Bad expecied thar.
also left me with far less job security—
A sonnroe of great anxicty for a man who
b mesver i hits adulclife worried about
where his nest pavcheck would come
From.

Tos get some securiry, 1 iook a joly in
1992 as iy Bditor of a sinall newsga-
per In Tenmessee—at less than half of
whiat 1 had earned In Roanoke. In the
meantime, | oontinued my ghose writ-

img, But after a vear of this, my core |

clicnt had sevecal projects that de-
manded my full-tlme attention, and
since Loowldn't meet my obligations on
the small newspapee's salary, 1 had 1o
lesves pEwspapers Once more

frer another vear of ghost writ-
Alnﬂ_ I liscrkeedd Bor @ position that

wortlld enable me to build up my
refirement mest egg. [ would have pre-
ferrread o highelevelhwriting job, buinoth.
i:|'||.e; wris corn L Fowrioom foea [HETSR Ty
appe wiily iy n.l!'.'lr:,-' T fresmienis.

In the spring of 1954, however, in
o friend called me from Maobile, Ala,
amdd pold me that The Maobile Regisier
wis prving 1o shake off its lnongstanding
repautation foemediocriny and was Iook-
i11Hﬁ|r senior el it |'|.|:|:||:|||“II1|:' TS
tiows asked in my initial inlervics wis
wherher D would be willing w ke over
the cditorial page. My answer was ni,

Ijoimed The Mobile Regisoeras Asais-
tani Mamging Falitor qﬂd“THi.rqp:l:mrh
Aler 15 vears owtsice a magor news
department, 1 fele o an first amid the
new echoology and a seaff orgamiea-
tion | didn't quite comprehend.

Then Stan Tiner, a Nicman Follow
who is The Hegister's aggressive and
imaginative Editor and Vice Presidem
bewr meswes, began o give me an opgori-
nlry woe werine. A lasz | el back in my
element

Stan asked me o take on the peb of
supervising political coverage for the
newspaper. 105 a playing manager’s
jab, and a demanding one, Some of my
Fellow Witnesses wonder how 1 can
cower politics withowe compromising
my peditical neurmality, 1 explain that
my jub description calls for the Kind of
ohjective treatment that my religiows
serunles reguinge,

Stan Tiner has allowed me o de-

wi bt am a weriter cven s 1 pul o my tine
s it cdiner. Ay an emplovee of g
Mewhouse paper, 1 enjoy the fringe
brrefins w Large corpoeation cin offer,
and the Mewhouse pension plan adds
Lo ey eetecinent security. | know that i
weill never agin have the carming posver
o cormimie ity stius Denjoved as Ediv-
rial-Page BEdieor in Roanobe, bue T don's
need it

Had | chosen wo e my Dife as o noen-
Witness, participating folly in contem-
pocary society, I'm sure | would have
gone further in my career, But 1 don'
lowk back. 1ve discovered that content-
ment Involves much mone than a big
income and public acckaim, You achieve
trse contentment when you achiewn:
peace with yourself, peace with vour
fellow man, and peace with Gaod 1F1
can bring my career to a close with chai
kind of achicvement, | will consider
|||.:.'mf1:|'.av||||_;q_'|;'huﬁll [ |

A. James Rudin

Religious Messages
Through the Media

While all refigions are surely pasticular,
unkpue inibelr rials, wachings and dociriee,
they alf seek (o infloence e Lirger sociery,
Hiowever, the disendnation of religiows idess
arsl any inflsenoe stermming froms them can be
iy achieved threugh the media. —#abhi 4
ey Bvlin, Nalfonad Iidereelipions A Jairs
fireciar, The American fewish Comanifios,
st e Hilled Fonndatfon, Conpregadion Beth
feroed, Umdbersify of Wissourf, March 20,
ST
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RELTGTOM

The Martin Luther King Jr. Impact

By EvGENE PaTTERSON

artin Luther King Jr. torced us
white Southerners i contem-
plate our Christian claims. He

had a ceeam that lelt us norschoens o
hicke im the Bible Belr,

I wasn't the only reader of The At
lanta Constitution whose greas
aramchbadoly Badl died in Conbederane
umiform. But as Editor in the 1900°,
arvd working at the shoulder of Ealph
MGl §labared to help the whike mion
change while the black man struggched
B0y Wl

1F Giond dhidn’e lave a hoonel in cercain
evenis, 'm convinoed be was looking
cver southern shoulders sith some
inrerest. Foq inscinee:

“1 have caten ashes like
bread, and mingled my drink
with weeping.” —Psalms 102:9

The Kev. Thommas | Holmes was 3
big, rangy Southern Baptist preacher
weho wins calleed in 1964 80 the pulpit of
Tamnall Square Baptist Chuarch on the
corner of the Mercer Ulniversity campais
i Macon. By 19065, a black from Glena
who had been recrumed o Mercer by
Baprist missionarics ored 1o amend ser
vices at lamnall Square Church. The
ashers threw him owt. The deacons
Bluntly reminded the preacher this was
a sepregated chumch, Tom Holmes e
minded them of God's biblical com-
mamed that "My house shall bae called a
bz o prayer for all peoples,” and
siidl e could not consent to deny any
persan entmnce o the sltar of his
church. The deacons told him e ap-
parenihy dicd nor understand the naore
ol his employment and suggested he
repaernt Toan sl hies wide came 1o see
me at The Constitution in that period
andd rold me whar was going on, His
doughey wilfe, Grace, told me the
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pastorivm gt Tamnall Soquare was e
presttiest house she'd ever Bved in and
she did hate to leave it But looking
proudly mt her husband, she said, ~1
knienwr we can't stay there,” He knew it
tisie, Hhe staveed and preached sermons
of brocherhood ungil the deacons fired
liemy., Hiis Tk, “Ashues Bor Breakbest,™
(The Judson Press, Valley Forge, 1969
rells thae cruel spory H,l._'ll!]:l'.

Job

The plain, hardswsorking cifeteria
CRWITECT CANME [0y Constitution odlice
mear wears in eardy 1963, “You have
bankrupied me!” e said. Our edivor-
als had urged owners of Atlanta cating
maces modntegrate voluntasly and show
e workd] they chiglne meed to e forced
nowcho the righe thing by a federal public
accommeadations ko, which Congress,
of course, had oo pass in 19654,

Adfew upscale restaurants hid opencd
their dooes o blacks, But this man's
cafererias wore for working-class folk
And the day he'd decided o adimin
blacks, segregarionist pickens bod by a
future Georglas governofr, Lesoer
Maddox, put piecket lines In froon of sl
his cafeterias and the public would not
cross them., [ rred v combon the dis-
traught ceerner by telling him his chil-
dhrem wosuld b very proud of him some
thay low doing the right thing when i
wirs hard o do. Snee that secmied
alfer him little sclace in his immediane
crizis, and since | knew him fo be o
deeply religious man, Isuggested be zo

bome and read, chat nighe, the Book of
Jialy, {Ha: lateer goded e, “Yom koo, that
Jodh really 1D have probdems. ™) 1ol

nof weail for divine miervention, I'm
afraid. Imstead |oeelephoned the e
Atlanta police chief, Herbert Jenkins,
and wld him the seooy, “Oih, 1 ean fix
thar,” the chicl saicd

“li's a very logdeal police guess that
whoever Blew up thar church in Birs
mingham the other day and killed those
fitthe Megro Sunclay school gicls mighe
b pight here inAdanta today, Whether
thiey 're in these picket lines o not, 'm
gokng to send uniformed officees with
cameFas po every one of those cafeterias
pormckrrors mormlng and snap close- up
pictures of every man in those lines "

Every pecket vandshed by nighfall.
The cabeterias’ patronage retacncd,

Ora et Labora

il meoe |'-|:.'I|J:r L':-t]‘.'i'l.'l!:.ﬂ t huezir Frovim
thie abbeo of the Trappist aomasieey al
Convers, Geaorgla, who wis a friend of
mine, b chere he was on the phone io
my office at The Ardanm Cons@nution
"The lay brothers want o make the
stxined glass.” he sadd. 1 eodd hime tha
Was ErCiL.

White nkght riders in Terrell Counry
Georgla, had burmed down three
ramshackled black churches whene civl
righits workers were registering blacks
porwexter, Darode o column suggesing my

Fugrre Parereon is Fditor Ewmeritus of The
L f-"m'l'-'.ﬁu.lg e



wchiie kinsamwen in ihe Goesfear gy stite
Il.r::ﬂll'_Hi:l 11'|IHI|I: wani b boild ihose
churches back. [ oamed & prominent
Baprist preacher in ARG @ ireasurer,
and specified that no dch givers were
wantcd. Rathes, | |"||:'E||'.H1'|;| small contri-
laticins froam juial :|.'-.Jill]:_'|'.u:'n|1||;' conld
Eive @ogreater lestimaony,

Thenickels, dimes and guerers camwe
in scotch-raped oo mbler paper, many
with penciled nowes ar the botrom, A
typacal ane said: Y1 gol no wse for this
it Eration thing. Bt oo aon's g no
call to burn down another man's place
of wiorship.”

Thies & 10000 thear coome fnowas ample.
Arlamis archivect Joe Amisano designed
the three churches for free and fownd
a contractor who puot then up an oost.
The monks' stdned glass gave them
light The Rev. Manin Luther King, Jr
dedicated them, Twould guess the Lord
wak no clispldepsed

Suffer The Little Ones

Jourmalises 1've knoswn shy o pi-
ety. Yer we learned in covering the
cenmury's greamsst domesiie story than
the relling news didn’t happen G from
achurch howse. Thae Geadded thump,
agaln amd aEain, as we sorove o write,
for southerners, accounts thar could
bring down home the brute hdstory of
the time. When The Atlanta Constir-
ton desk phoned me at home e
wrrible Seprember Sunday aftermoon
in 1963 1 went i the office and banged
owsi in A0 minutes 2 column from the
heart of a father who had a nlneyear-
old dawghier of his own, It was rough,
uneven and overwrought, 1| can see
novw, 3 thicd of 3 century later, Bug
Witlter Cronkie por wind of it and gave
o @ hupe chunk o his Ditrle EvEning
e levision rewscast foa ilm ol me remd-
ing thewhole thing natiomadde on C135,
The hundreds of letters and telegrams
that flonxded in afterward humbled and
eclucateel me on pelevision's g';lpan:_'ir}'m
amplify the news, not o mention 2
church's conmeoion 1o the betrer ane-
gels af human namree. Bl

RELIGION

Every Journalist Has a Credo

By Linnsay Mivtier

bz preciss meaenl journalism and
Tnﬂigj.lm cama topether for me was my

senior v i college, 1w in the
library, reacling The hew York Times. Thers
N page one was 4 story by Edward B. Fiske
absat 2 mew brend i lihersl Prodestant
iheodon: “the death of God. ™ Tivts s cood, 1
thomght, T be a seporier and write aboil
rekipiom.

| sed my sigglds on 3 career @ journalism
when | was 15 and The Richmend News
Lesader was paving me 35 oimils an inch
write for the youth page.

The asiraction 1o religion goes further
hack. Boen into (e Preshyterian church, |
grew up boving its ritwl, its hvmas and its
seivse of commanity, My fnmily ilways sal in
the: fevarsh o, W knew everyome araund ns.
This was the davn of the civil righs era Inmy
wll-aff Wask world, the church was one af
Ul Few places 1 acualy leamed, “Yellow, red
and hlack and white, they are precions in his
sight, Tesus kwes the Hithe children of the
waeld.”

That winser marmdng when 1 read ahoot the
clesly of Ged im the: Wielbesley College [y, 1
wrde @ leder: "Dear Mr. Fiske, 1 wonld Like
your b someday, D | need to 2o semi-
nary firse? Skl [ take the news assistnt’s
o Pve bsen offeread 2 The 9all Serve
Jousrmal?™ To his everlassing credil, Fiske
wrig back, He said seminary coald come
|i|t-:|'I bt 1w by wany | a1 j-mll'u'.l]i:ﬂ i hea
prarnalist. He alse said “IF vou're ever in Sew
York, 'l buy vouo 3 cup of coffee" § ook the
next bus.

Walking imto The Times cafeteria, we
passed ghant phatographs of Pulitees Prive-
wimners. “TDur hagiology,” Fiske said. How
cool, 1| thought, Using theobogical Banguage in
orclimary comversation. Afterward, | nished o
the dicivnary g ok sore e was lking
bt sainis,

1 never ey 4 religion writer. [ kamed
ahoud relkgion and televisbon writing From fwo
nesster orfismen: Charles Kurali and Eill
Mayers, §don't think Charles was much of
church-poing man. For one thing, he pat in a
Fot oof Surday mwnings on “CIS News Sandn

Morning.” 5o did 1. 1 hagl oo chonse one
ward for Charles, 1 wounld sy decent. Mavbe
that iz 2 Southernism, | mean be kad 1 good
bieart, He eleviied people insiead of koocking
them down, He worshipped words

Mrvers, an crdained Bapiisi minlsier, &
ot soft on religion, Hs view is thal redigions
instiueions ane 2 1o Bhe Noah's Ak fi
weren 1 for the storm oueside, you coulint
stand the smell inside. Movers ingerviens the
scilwwags, but he als mlles o sudngs, some-
times embodied in the seme person. He sught
me thai the best questions are often words of
o sylEabe, “1ow?” "Wind

The anaouncement of God's death was
premature, al beast for bilkons of belicvers.
Rellghous inoderance and religious illiteracy
leave not desappearad, vither. Remember the
bvires Folleowing the Oklakoma Gity bombing,
wheen “ferrorist expers” wene all over TV
specullng which Muslin group did il
Nieman Reports has asked a provocative
question in this issoe: Does having 2 personad
Faith affect 3 jouralisrs professional work? In
fy Vi, every pournalist has @ credo. 1
remember an editor at The Post whose mantn
was "Life sucks, and then vou die.”

Al of us stand someplace w loek at the
wiarlel, W stnndl among a pde of assumptions
bl palitics, ecommics, scieace and
redigin. [f owr b & 8 report how someone
st sees things, we have 1o beml dser back-
wards, listen hand, and &t facds sl {0 the
revay of 31 povd story, Dtherwise, we're writing
DRI o progugands. W
Einlvay Miller,
Foivman Fellan
VBN, i a freclance
A .l.l.lrl"n?'ﬁl-
dnerr oo i
Carabricye. Far
FEPER s Brared.-
Fiig her Nieman
fellavhip, she
werate and produced
Jor Charles Kuralt
ar CES Wewy in New Yarb, Thar dopm T e
ra bawy age wntil you dopk ar e clevarse
Byp LTIy,
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The
Journalist’s
Trade

In reporting the arrest and trial of Timothy McVeigh for the Okla-
homa City bombing, much of the media did not even attempt to
answer the major question raised by the crime—why would he
commit it? Dick J. Reavis found the answer in the burnout of the
Branch Davidian compound near Waco, ‘Texas, He was so appalled
by the tabloid mentality of journalists covering the McVeigh trial
in Denver that he refused to cooperate with them when he testi-
fied for the defense. Here is his story,
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THE JOURNALIST™S TRADE l

Understanding Timothy McVeigh

Why a Reporter Would lenore the Media

By Dick ], Reavis

as an expert withess for the defensc

in the trial of Timorhy MeYeigh. My
eole was minor, but U creared new
comundrums for me, Having beoome a
potential source instead of a reporer, 1
hacl 1o decidle how—:anid whether—io
face the priss.

My jod was to pell the court what
McVeigh knew or belicved about the
TS events at Waoo, about the raid and
sicge of the Mt Carmel complex amd
ther heath of David Koresh's clan, My
suthosity did not derive from anyihing
that McVeigh bad wold me, nor did 1
kv wihat he thought, Inssead, 1 was
toexplain what he might have leammed,
or come w belicve, from magazines
aned vidleota s, ?i'ln:_"'r"l:igh':l l.rw].'fr:-i had
asked me wr testily becawse | was fmidl-
iar with the literamure that had influ-
enced him, and because T had seritten
the definitive book about the Waco
events, In Denver | became, in effect,
the woriee ol a defendant who weon Lo naot
rake thee stand.

Like anvyone who still thinks of bims-
self as a jourmnalist—though 1 am now
out of the trade—I finch when the
wirnd “court” 15 mentoned in conned-
vl with my i Couns usualby mean
trouble and perl for eporiers. When
weis e vt being sucd For libel, in coun
wie're usually being pressured o neveal
confidential sources. Beporers do nm
like to cross the bar

I agreed o westily because pournalis-
tic aversions weren't the only factors in
minel. Duaring the gulh phase of the orial
prosecutors kied brought up Waceo and
bl spoken as if the flames over ML
Cirmed were nothing of consegquonce,
Their confidence, Fohoueht, challenged

In mdel-June | was called o Denver

Waoo critics o respond by wlling the
STy as we know it——the story of 2
needless raid, of draconiam wmen, of
propagandlise and hacks: astory abou
b the Bureaw of Aleohaol, Tobscon
and Fircarms raisod s flag in victory
over the embers of M Ciormel, as if i
hind taken [veo Jima from the fpanese,
I had never mrned down an opportus
mity to talk to a public fooem alsoua
Waco, and | didn't think that | ever
wiordld., But in Denver, | decided oo
shiun the press,

Reporers had camped under ciomo-
ples ouwiside the federal courthouse,
Photograpbers roamed the block ancd
sometimes kept surveillance ourside
the delense eam's olfices and hoael.
They wanted eve candy, scones s be
used as a backdrop for vobcc-overs,
They wanted us w walk dewn their
runway, like models inoan Oscar de la
Renta show. They wanted to tuen
MoYelgh's lawyers, relatives and
friends—and me—Iinto visual props.

Some of them chased and shoured &
furtivee witnesses. Poor B McVeigh,
thae dlefendant's father, for example.
He'el been pestersd for weeks; CNMN
s shomdng footige of him niding his
lawrs mower at home, He and other
kinfoalk went to court in a van with
covercd windows, entering the build-
in[.; (rowmt & '|'m1l|'-;1:r1:l chelivery 'I'h;lz.'. ]
wend in thas same vehicle beciuse | saw
Mg reason o theow myself o visual
Wlvins,

Bofore |orestified, Swephen Jones,
MoVicizh's lead aoormey, asked me o
allosw a camerss coew 1o flm our prepa-
racicm, ang 1 had soceded o his re-
quest. Bur when the crew parmed on its
recording devices, 1 saw thar my esi-
mony would not review television re-

[rortsigne ol the M. Cairmuel evenis, be-
cause that “coverage” had becn too
inaecurate and superficial to be of ase,
After 1 took the stand, a radio and a
t:bvision nictwork called. Toormed doam
thizir intervisas

Thesuggh my decision o soabe and
upbraid my former peers was mode in
Dhemver, my adtitode antedated the ral
It bl akeen roost in the years surround-
ing the reign of Carlos Salinas, when |
wrnte extensive by, and against the grdn,
abyout Mexico. Salinas, the press told os
virne andd again, was Mexico's savior, |
knvewy meost of the nation™s Mexico cor
responelenis, andd | don't believe thin
any of them ever really bought that line:
eilitors and irvestors authored it in
offices Gur feom the soeme. I T can'i
prove that charge, sill, the Gucts speak
fior themselves. The press gor Mexico
wrnng—ithat is discreetly conceded to-
day—and vet heads did naot redl in the

k. a =
Pram oy Wil van {nemira

Iifed J. Reara, Niesman Fellour TR, 5 @
Jforrner Senior Edivor of Tevar Mavbly, He i
thy awthoe of " Cwrveranrioas Wiek
Moctesumr ™ [ Wrlifrare Morrew, NN and
T Aty of Waaea ™ (imon & Sobesser,
205 He i now a producte riuslent i
Englicte ay tlee Unlversiry of Texas av Ariing-
Fg
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reewesroomies. 1s Uhat becauise Me oo was
inecrrutable, or becavse edinges and
rublishe rs were partisan to the Salimms
,-,!:.-|h.

My Moexico suspicions wore rein-
Fowrcecd B wehizn 1 lleamned alwoat Wisoo in
bt easiest .'-i1'|l|1||.'.~|l whly. I 1 shg
in the basement of a laswves’s office, |
Frvamned 144, 0000 page s of documents, tean-
acripsts of relephone conversations he-
twveen M Carmel's residents and the
FRI=—a virtal book ol spufi. These tran-
seripies old astory thar was unrepored,
a story that dded ot reflecr kindly on the
handliing of the M Carinel] standoff by
the ATF, the FBL or the press. 1 freely
tald ether pournalises thar 1 had these
documenes in hand, bur nobody seanned
s loak st chem. For miost of those whio
haid “covered ™ the standoff, Me Carmicl
had ceased o be a story when it burned
to the prownd—as if the story had becn
oy a visual event.

uring the 19095 Waco House

hesarings, o staged event, the

press onee again glamoed ar the
Waco seenario, Ooe alrernoon an ATF
conumander iestitied that he had never
hesard thie phrase "element of surprise”
ina Mt Carmel coniext vngil afer thie
February 28 assaule, His pestimenny Hew
in the Gee of hisg :LH,H'M._':.-"M el usaion ol
the bBlooly eaicd, Tr poinned o cover
L ol s=ommae kincd, When hiz Feport was
pursietdl=—is it ultimateh was, inside
thee: Bureaucraey, and by the House, b
nael i thee pricss—iil least one agency
executive was censured For lying and
sl out of his job. Whst the com-
rancier had eold Congress wis news: it
ws impstant and nobody Bad heard
anvehing Hke it belore.

Biue the dailies focused thelr siories
on than dog's esoimony from a oeen-
agger whir said that David Borcsh had
raped her. Ken fewell's tale hidd noth-
g by oy swith whar the Congress was
tvestigactng, namaely, the abaise of fed-
eral power. {(The fedenl governmieni,
suffice it tosay, has no jurisdicdon over
child abuse. | The following moming |
ashed a reporer for o prestigious daily
why she had failed o0 mention the
commancder’s estimony with even a
singzle word, “Well, Kirl Jowell's tesil-
monmy wiks maore dramatic,” she said
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Wkt is voair Dosiness, deams o joLir=
makism? 1'd demanded. She armed her
back andd walked away, and I learned
FEvy BERAn: CVER AMONE FEOFTeTS, M-
g one’s back o e peess s now a
hreech |:|f|_'ll|.||.|-|:[[r.'. bt rvon 2 Beeech of
crhics.

Hipdl 1 apadoc 1o the prcss at Demnver,
I kenowwr whae 1'd have becn asked. The
key questinn would have been: “To
v think thar what happened in Waco
mittigates the murder of 168 peaples”
The wlevigion nerwork whose lnnee-
viEw | declinesd wannesd me poralk abou
whether MoVeigh's death sentence was
justificd. Those toples inendve moealiz-
b, speculatne—eossiplng. When [ wis
a reporter. my jobowas oo ger the faces
seralghe. W the rest of the press had
chinree its joaby an Waoo, thers would hove
beecn no podont in writing my book. no
courtroom appearance by me—amd, |
suspect. o bomb at Oklahoma City,
Thar Lele biv of speculaion and dhee
liggle bic of
moralizing is
not what my
beseechers
weiknted toe air,
Afrer all, It was
Mc¥eigh aniel
mist thie paressy
wiho was on
trial,

A& vear ago |l
became 3 Full-
piane siuchene. |
i Dt are-
paowrer, and 1
cleart't want 0
cilfened anvane
wlin
well—hut
what 1 miss, 1
think. has al-
roady  died,
The busingess
(514 pnday's
press, imooreal
perms, Is notin-
vestigation,
amd it Is ot re-
parting. Ik is
o e king the
miscrable
miore comfor-
abhle or the

IFLEZA TS

commnfomzible moee il ar ease. 10 s nol
the analyais of daily life, or anvihing as
thrall as that. Instead, by and Lugze, the
bnad e as of the preess i orcaling S alinas.
likoer Guiry Giles and Boreshian mionster
stonries, Hven the print media have he.
come an adjunct of Distey, in moe
wiays than one.

[ ean't explaon what | think withow
concoenng clunky terms. What's hap-
v is that the peing media are being
“audlicewisualized” and poofivieed. ™ we
talk abour “tabiloid TV," as i refesisdon
Pkt g des vives froam prine. and mayhbe
it did. But today, mfluence flows in the
pther direction. Mewspapers and maga-
eimes are apeng Gerabdo and Oprah,

Az thie abandonment of "Waoo after
the burning of Mr Conmel shows, the
print media, trving w hold their oo,
are adopoing the logic of the tube. Inoa
recent “Beadings” oolumn in Harper's,
former newspaper reporer Gabricl
Coarcia Marguies vells bn like v ds: "lour-

e or e B Meesqimees

Brareh Davidians fuvoke cave of Rodwey King, beaten by Lar Angeles police.

Vherr flag aawes from comprord,



malists have losesight of, or given wpeon,
thicir most origlcal and demanding ob-
jectives—ihe demafled and truthful re-
construction of an event,” Newspaper
and magazine storics today, Garcia says,
are too often built around intervicws,
ton rarely arowund legsork.

Mews i oo :|n1ing less friom thie sirect
argl more Froan the mreraer lunch, the
press oo ferernce, the exclusive injer-
view, Cuir sources have gone upscile,
The change gives reporters beiler
lunchics, it is truc—=but s downsice is
that crur reade rihips e going upscale,
tosiy: prink i h-l:_'n:'l:lm'irl.g am Clite mtheer
than mass medhia, Pring provides detail
tes fillsim anel comfirm the Broacd-brash
siowies told by relevision. It gives irs
remders more information than elevi
st reol information of a dillers
el ki, oerigin, or point ol view, The
reporier for the pring media Gods hine
self, for example, sriting down the
wwels whose spoken Form pelevision
Al Faddio record, rather than leafing
through the pages of documents thar
woruld be dead on armval as audio or
visual clements. Celebreities deomdnane:
magazing content and covers, nobody
wanis o create a stie. Less olten diao

FHE |OURMALIST S TRADE

repEEters find wnd develop a sory on
their oo maore aiien, they amend the
evients where that siory is spun. The
soveercdgn, solltany and sometimes idio-
syneratic reperter has been replaced by
the pack. Teamwork and conscnsus—
pack wirmues—are weday's bywords,
originality, doggedness and passion ane
passc

racke organs Gk about the del-

eterious cffects of maedia merg-

ers ivnd tnkeovers by non-news
compsnics, but only infrequently do
they mamie the real romseguences, Like
doctors whose hospitals have been
rHITL'II:-IIH"-Il by HMOY s, jowrmalisis are
being deprofessiomnalized : not owr con-
SCIETCE, PRl OUF iMSHACDs, mok Our ouri-
Osity, nob our civic oonoerme—=none of
tharse can novy be o guides, Medicine
is hecoming the servant of the insar
Anee Pusiness., j|:|.|r|1...||ihr|:|. an :|4|i|:|:|1|:'L
s the cntemainment industry. Workers
im baoth fields are behodden oo com.
mon masier, absiract capital, limes i o
quiadterly stockholder s report. Mowon-
der thar we have baecome as standared-
iz, |tI.:IJ1:II:I_I.'|I.'I|I.I'|.IH—H.L'L'L'r:llt'll aied
domabiee] —zx thve codlar bill

) ) |;-I it o vl By Prnwan twess
e fowe -'ll‘-'ll'i'_l": (R e -"u"1.-.:'-_."-r\-.ll'r I'll_l'-'_.rlll-l--' L T --,I'-:-'-"-'rlrlnr.!-l.l.'n"

Chuar comtempsaary mole s demean-
img o cafls forus o amplify scandal and
o exemplify hypoorisy, We must oy
lowddly for punishment when soldbers
and sexual shenandgans arc linked, or
when athlcoes trampde o sport's ldeals.
Bt the scrpr docs nod require s o
clean our own house when the sian-
dards of jppurmallsm aren't met—so long
as those of entertainment ane sapisfied
Like greenbacks noan infacionany pie-
ricsd, i ic's true that nobody can live
sithaeut ws, it's also true that everyone
divubts whit we represent. Even the
tradition by which repomers guin thelr
jiabs when their storics were spiked—
and in s |:I|'|i|11_-._ enhanced thie valoe ol
our trade—has been nid aside; inney-
r'.!li.-l.'l.l{'nn!n:ml:t:l:mi:-;l-:ilu;hlu-r_lu.:.-' Likq=
the puhlic figures they rail, reporiers
are bosings credibiliny with every perfor-
manee Bt thot's beside the podng, In
josrnalism, wresiling sl Flodlysaood,
it’s monw dlrarms ol ol cvedibdlivy tha
Bl dls B aallace ﬂ'-:'l.'ir!-lh

IFwh journalises dois less and less
in o] gaste, itk alsey bess and less
bBeniggn, The difference beoween Timo-
thy MeWeigh and the press is nor only
therelilleresice beroesen inel lectoal mis-
lopds, like: the @hles of Splinas ool
Wowoa, and mareriil crimes. Noreisitha
ane pary bkes the st while the
other exprlons his rughts: both confcss
thedr affenses only in wn ollogue weiy
Bur the Oklaboma bomber has baeen
hield accouneable. When 1 went oo Dien-
vier, justice was in the waorks for him
Secaking for Timothy MeVieigh in court
wis not dishonocable. Speakdng b or
[ [RTEFTVRTTIT Cpoeniant prcss nray I,

Letters to the Editor

Nieman Reports weliomes let-
ters commenting on the magizine
ar on iy iggue of intercst o jour-
nalism. Please send o Nweman Re-
ports,; 1 Frandes  Avenoe, Came-
bridge, MA 02138 or by E-mail to
nreditoris harviarnd. ecdu
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What They're Saying

L2}

THE WHITE HOLS, g

Mike McCurry
Too Much Politics,
Not Enough Policy

There used w0 he some real demarcition
beetween campaigning 2nd poverming. They
were seed s fwo disting episodes in owr Gike
sis A rtion politically. Increasiagly | think they
are not separated so much and the While
House is covered by the press as an sigoing
poliiical entity. 1 would descrihe the White
House beat as being a polical bet, s nol 2
subatance el fs not & policy beal.... |
wirked at the State Depanmend before
workios at the White House, The extraondi-
mary difercnoss betacen the tvo press Conps
ami what they do has really left a persanal
bmpression on me. 50 they really sre different
entitics and 1 think there i some damage in
abweays covering the White Howse 2= & piditical
entity. There is pleaty of politics ar e Whise
Homse cay in zngl day oat. U'm not sgpgesting
[there isa't]. I'm saving it is not a place (ha
can solely be covered | | the politics of the
meament. The phace bas probably got diferen
fuanoes snd dythms amd sabileties, to, 1
ounhi i he covered with a listle mone sophis-
Hcaticn —Mrike Mecurry, Wiiite itouse Press
Focrelary, ol a semingr ol b fobi F,
Kerrmisly Schood of Goversimn, Mareh 1,
L0
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Will Volunteerism Remain a Story?

Asked whether the Philadelphia conference on

volunteerism would lead to continuing coverage of the
subject, guests on “On the Media.” the National Public
Radio show hosted by Alex Jones, replied as follows on

May 4, 1997:

Marc Kaufman
On National Agenda

1 think that the subject af volunieersm and
community service has definiicly been placed
on 2 national agenda, ancd 1 ihink ki ihere
e podng to be g lof of news papers and
aiblets wha are going (o be kookdng al it
There are 3 lof of firly easy ways now 10 look
2t It in terms of "did ghis company meel the
commitment it was going 10" and that can lead
o soamee of the deeper Kinds of questions —
Mare Kerigfinar, The Philadelpia fequiver.

James Ledbetter
We'll Forget It

My sinse b5 that we'll Eerpet iL That's adideriu-
male. That amay be a cywicad view, bai [ dhink
thas. . .most media organimsons are not
siructured i\ 2 way by pet @t this seors im 50wy
that |5 going t he cifective for follow-up. 1
think that if they are pof asking e harder
qquestions when this is in the spetlight they are
very unlikely g0 do so when it's ot of the
spolight —farnes Lealester, Press Clips
celurist, The Fillape Vodce,



Changing

‘alues in the
Newsroom

A Survey of Daily Newspaper Staff Members

By M. Davip Arant
AND PHIiLIrF MEVER

o scholars sec reoent pressures

on the American noews media

bringing journalists 1w a cross-
rovacls ol eihical pr;-n:'l:ia_ e, For -:_'1;||1|p|'u_
Frodessonir Conraed Fink of thie | I'|i'|.'|_'|'lqt[!|.'
of Georgia, updating his extbook, "Me-
dlin Ethics,” himds that “evoerrwhene ane
signs of ethical deterioration.” Profes
sors David Wesver and G, Cleveland
Wilhoit of Indiana University note “a
rising tidhe of concern shout media cth-
[

."«h.'-'w:.pa]'wr circulations thait hawe
Been sagnant or declining since the
196Y s and the resualting shrinking mar-
Reari penetration have lerc] NS AP TS T
Iry i n:'il:n LB I:|1I:':I:IIHI.'|'|-'\1'\- IC3 I .i'|'|111.lr\:
the atventicn of the clisayppearing read-
ers. Marketing pressures have frans-
forred boch the design and content ol
ReWAKIHECS 3% they seek (o cAapure
nonsuhsce hers and retain readees. Cne
aspect of the change in the eoooai
climate in which newspapers’ ineome
soredes ane umiber sicpe is that news
cdivors cam no longer ignose the busi.
ness side of newspapers. In addition,
the trend toward public owncrship of
newspaper companics has exposed
their news and editorial sides o the
merket's eSS LS for shodt-term p|_'4=|'.
itabilicy

Meanwhile, the public journalism
movement seeks o redefine the
journalist’s role and, im the view ol
soarmi s (bt reoet sl s odse rvers, alters jonr-

mialism ethics, Poblic joumalism cesis

the: press inoa proactive role of prescoe-
ing infenmation 1o the readers po moc-
VAR LEMIMEITIN MR AT FO O |-I;'r fiaE=y I|1'I_‘
problens and of creating the foram for
citizens o become politically active,
This role is viewed by critics as a threat
tor the wraditional journplism cthic thiat
calls on j|:||.|r||.:|.|i~||.\ ter e Guir, halsimced

anel detwhed in theic rrass mtstion of

the: news Jowsrrcilistic |11ri|;'|._'l,:-'.-'i11_.' W

| central to this perceprion of credibility.
The excomymiie climate that crented

I the: rmeeclel o thie objecrive, p;l,wi_l.--,' jomar=

riilist bigs changisd in recent decades. In
1967, abowt 72 percent of adulis in the
Unbied Staies read a MW PRPET EvieEry
|i:|3.- Ty TUOEky @ r'|r|_li|1-‘u| iy the General
Social Survey, the nuem e svas dowen fe
12 percent, Declining market penetra-
tieort oo dlaily AW DAL S :_:purl{'d ke
chor for other media to challenge the
chivily mewspaper for ddvertising dol
lars

-‘|.-|'|:_'|:-n1|'|:l13.'i|1j_!| ibie l]l._lr'!i[ii}l‘lilll.l_ ol
prurmalisiic risles and walues is the dra-
mtie: erosiom af public confidence in

Phifip Meyer for

Hhe raghed o5 @ Kmght

porofiruer @ the Clerverier of NVordh Comdina
at Churped L s earlier work on newspa
e cbhiey e paliicied in TS as "Erfrval

Sovermalien, ™ aved baz been reprivied wnder

tibe witmae irdle gy Cmeperriiy Prens of Aweerian.
He watr & member af e {967 clas o)
Naemwaan Fetdons and ipert 29 pear
Fanipler-Ritaer iw Miaon aod Witsinngton,
I

Ml Erevia Avanr taaehe josiena 15m a1 [
[iriversiny of fdenpiiz, J15 POD, in Mas
Cammprinarion Reaareh & feawm e | lniner-
ey af Moraly Caradivia ai o« -'Il-:;i'n'." Fil
alie bats ant aelvawced drgvee i diealogy from
Ersnry afverioy and b served as @ minds
trr ar severid MWevbadinr pharcbes b Saush
Caraline, He teache media dop, stfic amd
rerdatrel methodds,

A
-
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news pridessionals’ ethical standarcds
dluring the 9800 and 1990°s. A January
1986 poall by the Frevdom Porom foand
that most peopbe said they disrrusied
thie mews maedia as aowhole and only 19
peecent rated ethical standands of jour
nalists as high orvery high, Ina Decem-
ber 190G Harvis poll 75 porcent ol Amer-
can aclules said than theee was political
hdas ar work in pournalism and only a
third saidl thar the media dealt Gy
with all sides. Inoa 19906 Gallup paoll,
anly 23 percent of the public rawed
television reporters as having cither
high or very high honesty and ethical
standards, and even fewer respondents
(17 perceme) rated newspapor report-
ors as having high or very high cohical
standards,

Chur study attempds totest by emyplri-
cal methods whether traditonal jour-
ralism values have chiangod intha: mews-
risames of LL5. daily newspapers. The
hypathesis is that 1.5, daily news paper
jourmalists” commirment o oraditional
nessroom valiees has eroded, Besearch
questions include: (1) How have values
in the aewstoom changed? (2 Whit
new values have emerged in the news-
roecam? (3] Have the business pressures
penerated from the ooarnership of news-
papers by publich-traded companies
changed values in the newsroom? We
found he following:

*  Sarne NEWEEOA valies e re-
mained comisiane and somee have
sduiftect, Virrnally all of the shifis have
Been in the divection of greater, ol
reduced, erhical sensitivity,

= Sensithvity has tncreased in the same:
arcas wihicre recent highly visible
cthical problems have been dis-
cussed and Clied w6 examples of
Ealling stancdards — inclucding elec-
tromic cavesdngaping aod fnancial
wonflicy of inrerest.

& Siaffs ar invesaor-gosmed CoaTrankes
are oy dilferent in chedr values, bant
many of ithem worry about the: effec
af such awnership on their abiliy 1o
implement those valaes,

Despite the opimistic namre ofthesc
resulis, we worry that present values of
newspaper stafts might nor be good
prediciors of the Avture, As the oldest
segment of the mass communications
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inchustry, newspapers are expected to
bz comservative defendersoftradinional
values, Whether it is in their power to
matingain that defense in the changing
eoonoamic and socal climate is beyond
the seopse of this stwdy.

Method

5 4 base, we used a 1982 study,
commissioned by the American
Soctety of Mewspaper Edivors,
of the professional values of newspa-
per publishers, edivors and sgaff mem-
bazrs, W have replicated most of the
stall sepmeent of thar study, Tnoackdition
to demographic questions, the gques-
tiormaire asked pourmalises o respond
i hypothetical ethical situations deal-
ing with issues such as conflict of inter-
eat, privacy, misre preseotation and ob-
jectivity as well as questions abous
journalism practice at the respondent’s
newspaperand more general guestions
alsput the respondent’s artinecle powaed
journalism practice and gthics,
In sarmpling, we hadd sodeal with the
priveaclos thi most newspapersane sanall
wihile most readers receive the langer

paapers, A simgple random sample of the

1,504 daily newspapers would over-
represent the readers of small papers
and exclude many who read the larger
piapers. Aosample design can represenm
Peache rs OF I CAam e re SN WS RS,
Feuac in can'r do justice o borh, As in the
1982 sudy. we chose to represent read-
ers. Our inltial sample of 1,000 news-
cditorial staff meembers ar Amercan daily
newspapers was therefore drawn with
the probabdlicy of selecuon proporton-
ate 1o the size of the dakly circulation,
W did this by taking the clreulaton
numbers in the 1906 Editor & Pub-
lisher Yearbook and sttstically stack-
ingall the isswes of daily newspapers on
o ol oo aevotkver foe a total 'a.11-k:]:|':.'
circulation of 38,620,032, We chose g
rindom starting point between sern
ancd 58620 and then pulled a newspa-
per from the stack ar every 58,62kh
mewspper o yiek] the sample ol 1,000

Both the 1982 amd 1996 samples
were in this way designed 1w be sell-
wegighting, representing journalises sery.
ing a random selecrion of nowspaper

readers in the United States. Of course.
newspapers with a clrculatlon greatcr
than 58 620 would have the chance of
I'u:"illﬂ_ selected more than omee. The
Wall Street Jowrmal, the rewspaperwith
the Lurgest daily circulation, was se-
lected 31 fimves, and surveys were sent
1o 31 Fowmal sciffers, Inthe 1982 study,
iy oo st vespromse was soughi From
each newspaper, and those with mul-
rtipde hits were given their proportional
representation by replicating responses
from the one imerdew obtaincd. Be-
cawse such weights inflate the sample
sire and artificially reduee the vargnce,
wi dlidd separe compater runs when
testing the significance of differences
bherween the 1982 and 19906 smidics.
The perceniases we report use the pep:
lications, bur significance  pests were
done afier reweighting the 19682 sample
oo give cach respondent coueal mapac

For the first and second hits ar a
newspaper in the 199G sample, we
chiose at ramdom two names from the
1990 Editor & Publisher Yearbook. For
larger nowspapers with more than reo
hitz, the third and subseguent staff
miembers were chosen at random from
the bylines of local staff writers ina
paricular issue of the newspaper. The
approsch o the selecubon ensured that
hoth supenisors as well as reporers
and other staff members would be in-
Chuidked in the sample. This method was
roughly equivalent 1o the one wsed in
1982 In that survey, the highest-rank-
ingeditor of cach newspaper was inter-
viewves | by telephicne and as kel o namee
e stll member, based on g roted
list of newsroom job inctions, That
method wlse produced aomix of report-
ers and supHsrvisors,

r Soweermbor 1996, we mailed 1,006

CQUERTIONMILITES CONMRIN T appros-

mrarely I variables and coded wick
identification numbeds for response
teacking. A woeal of 617 cdiors and
news-cditorial staffers from 375 diffes-
ent pewspapers responded for a 62
percent response rate. This was signili-
cantly less than the 72.% percent pe-
spaomse rate achleved nothe eaclier sowdy
Pomsible couses are (1) the absence of
ASNE support for this study which had
heslpedd motivate respondents in 1982,



(2 dedining support for polls in pen-
cral, or {3} the umderecred disappear-
ance of some of the respondents from
v sumple Framse due o the tme g
berween Editor & Publisher's data col-
lectiom and availabilicy of its Yearbook.
Az evidenoe that the owo samples ac
comparable, we found thar race, pen-
der, and education changes were inthe
expected direction (more females, mi-
recxrities s colbsge graduates ) and thit
religrions atfiliation: did ot change
thoth samples were 949 percent Protes-
rant sl 23 percent Cathiolicy,

The average age of respondenis was
AT i PORZ amcl 42 in 190G, This shill is
comsistend with the finding of Weaver
angd Wikhoit than there wis a 3 doyear
ineresse in the median age of American
jourmalists between 19682 and 1992, Om
average the espondenis bal worked
18 years inthe newspaper business and
hiid worked for their current cmplover
mearly 1.2 years (nol asked of staffers in
19820, sisty-foar percent of the respon-
dents wore male comparcd o 69 per-
cend nutle in 19HE

While the proporoon of minoritees
grew, the gain was surprisingly small.
Whines were 97 percent in 1962 and 95
percent in 1990 Adifferenal response
eitte might havee led v wode e-reprcsen-
tatson of mincrics in both sureys,

Ethical Sensitivity

As in the 1982 smdy, we did nor
prsumae o judse whether our respon-
dents wore answering cthically or un-
cihically, Insicad, we ashed them oo
responed e a list of hypothetical pur-
malisthe dilemnmeas, amd gave an onderced
sedection of response choloes. In some
sitretdons, of couirse, the maost sensitie
response could be construcd as unsthi-
cal. Crur concepmualization stops short
oof makings that judgment, The perceni-
age of respondenis whio chose an op-
picin s Do, boh for the 1996 surey
amld the 1982 survey. Rounding may
cause the total 1o be one grester or
lower thian 100 percent.

THE

Question 1

One of the most dramatic changes
imveer the 1-5--:.-1'ar r.u:rlrh;! involves the
s of ddeception, Onescenarioinvolved
@ case of pure eavesdropping by elec-
EFCIniie mzins:

A just-nominated presidential
candidare is mecting with state
ety Cliairpe rsons o discuss bhis
choice for vice presidential cane
didare. The mecting is closcd 1o
the press. A reporier, pretend:
ing to be a pary swfl person,
hamds a brefcase w one of the
people sodng Ginto the mecing
and asks him o leave i oo the
table for his boss. The bricfcase
contains & mpe recorder, and
thee reporier retrieves it afier the
meeting,

Should the edivor:

sdmunish the repaner aml

kill 1he SMEE. rernnermnsisimmssn L3N 4%
hdmonish the reporer, bl

use B infomnation as

bz kpravuons $or cogventioml

(35 ST TIPS 1 -
Admunish the reponer,

bui usir i SO0V, i I% ik
Bencmrd the reporier amd

ST HNE HOTY, iaicsvsemairismsinisinsnnnin o AME

This represents 3 sharp decline in
support for concesled elecironic sur-
veillance. In 1982, the wechnology was
relatively new, In 19940, the menmoy of
ABC's investigation of Food Lion and
the backlash [rom that episode were
siill freak, al!l:u::ugjl Ml resu rl'u;,il._:nlh.
had remarned the questionnaiee beborne:
rhie jury reached s verdior . Opposition
o the use of voaols that are maode agpeo-
priate o clecoronie media mighe be one
meanE By which newspaper peaple dif-
ferentiane themselves from their viswal
oMo,

JOURNALIST 'S TRADE

Question 2

Ancther guestion on the survey in-
vohved 3 more subtle deception — a
reperter concealing or bring aboe his
o her own x!n:nﬂl:{ kel rr::litil,—.ul yiEws
im COveringg 3 sty

A reporiter s assignesd o fingd ol
absont the activities of a political
action group whose  objectives
arc in sharp opposition w his
own steonglv-held views, To get
the swory, he mecds the coopera-
tion of group members,

Shomabed the reportes;

L. T
A e onliior DO aEsign a0
Clse o the S0V, e 20 %
Take corw o explai his own views
s the sonroes sothat they con whe
thery b docoent in deciding
By oo i i B s % I%
Keup i g [ o Mo,
bust b franks ani fsrhioming

L —————— | S
Adopt the stamce of o sympathetic
L] RN, . TR

(The chamge i not sitsically slgaificant)

Here the willingness o engage in
deception s not statisacally different
from the eaclicr peniod, Passive decep-
tiorn, such as masking one's true feel-
ings, has generally been aceorded
greater Bwvor than acive or comphex
deceprions, Also, supervisors wene sig-
nificantly less willing than the rank-
angl-file to adopt the stance of @ sympa-
theric neutral, Inthe current sumvey, 23
percent of Supervisors versus 33 per
Lol ul'l:lll._' |1|:I|:r'.|_||.i;‘|rﬁ||.' *ﬂa.ﬂ' r|1l_'|'|||::||.'|.'.'°:
supparted that stance. Neacly half of
thee respomdens would juse beep guict
abiowe theis viowsy 8 eeaditonal jowendal-
ST pracece,
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Question 3

A related guestion dealt with the
impegrity of pledges of comdidentialioy:
Newspaper people have different
ideas about respecting pledgesof |
contidentiality,

Which of the following statemenes
comes closest o your view?

L -4
A pledpe of confidentialey ta n
spmrie shenkd always be hop o
apthier whal ihie o posestinnes,
even if 1 means a long jail term
o thy reponier undd heany
financial cos s the newspaper, &0, 1
S -plnhr of ennfidendalit should
twaes be mhen serimush g K can
b v i pnmsal cercmstaics
wx when it 15 bearnied the sonroe
haz bieal i the reporter. S Gl
i ke od eonlidvsgzlity cun be
henkies i beeping it wouhl do
serrhones b (0 the COMIMUHL: o % %
Peders of confidesgalin are
larfrte rhemnical desoes anid not
intemelenl in b mben sertiushy, L %

Traditipnal respecr for pledses of
confidentially has been maineained and,
il it has changed at all, inereased,. The
agin of 10 percent in the absolurisg
posdtion on keeping promises of confi-
dentialicy is marginally significant. One
possdble factor could be awareness of
Cohen v, Cowles Media Co. (1990, in
which the Supreme Court of the United
Staies said that journalisis might be
financially liable for its broken prosm-
ises of confidendality.

Question 4

Kelated 1w the concern for the pri-
vacy of 2 source’s identity is the pub-
lishing of lairge numbers of sporses con-
mining private embarrassing facts ahout
public persons. The llowing question
sugrssts hoaw willing journalists are o
reveal privane, even sensational infor-
muatbon absoun those in the news:
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& procninent citieen % vadcation-
ing alone in Key West, and his
hioe ] bams down, Thc wire scr-
vice stowry lists him among those
who escaped uninjured and iden- |
tifies the hotel as a popular gath-
cring place for affluent gays, The
citizen says he'H oommit suicide if
vou publish his namme in che sgory

Should the editor:

L CR L 1
Kill sz sloiy 2 %
Puldish the sney, i withou
mentioning the lncal cileen. ... 1955 L
Publish the sory, Bl withour
mentioning the pay mngle. e LS 5%
Puhlish thee domry Il v M 1%

Corcaier sensitiviey o issucs of gen-
der and sexual preference characier-
iees onlay's joumalises. The traditonal
reaction, ) publish all the journalise
knows, honors the newswaorthiness rest
afl publizhing whar would interest
peophe despite i impact on persens
invadved in the news, However, jou-
nalists oo choose o withhold cerrain
information, such as the idendry of
rape victims., The 1996 respondenis
were more willing than their 1982
COMNIEEparts o respect the prvacy of
the individhual involved by nor notlng
the gay angle or leaving the person's
BT T

Question 5

Another huge aren of concern in
journalistic practice is avoiding oon-
ficts of interest, that is, situations in
which omas's persomal imerests or those
of one's emplover are relaied w the
e Uh journalist is reporting. A busi-
M S5 WR LS 0Ws stock ina company on
which she reports, Or 3 ity ball wnter
FEpOTES A sing diispuie invalving land
vin which the: ewspriper wiants 1o build

| ks e ]'_l-ril:l.l:inﬂ_ E:Il:.'l.l'l.l..

Forur iterns on the survey measurod
fingrncial conflics of interest. Cne gues-
tiewy presented oo the editors and re-
porers invobad an investigatoe  coe-
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pormer who wrote an articke on prop-
COTY (AN ASSCSSMEnts:
An investigative reporter doss a
thorough amd praiseworthy ex-
poEe of incgualibies in tax assess-
| ment practices. 1o the course of
investigating bor the swory, he looks
ar his own assessment records
and finds that a value-cnbancing
el b o his prcepesrty whis mever
recorded, and as e resuli, Dis Looes
are $ 5040 less than they shiould Be,
He reports this fact in the first
draft of his story, but, lager, at the
[ wrging of his wife, takes it out

Showkd the edior:

1% 19
Rt nhai i beawe: th: infiormaiion
i, even thioughs i will raise
(T T T S hi [
Tkt e it cml by g pemagihe
heer thiat the reporer s baenesty o
teaving i in will be rewarded,

neday. o R TGN TS T 1% e
Lesn: i to the repaonier io devide,

£ ap[“'l i his conscEence, e 205 NN
T § sterfere, SRR | . 1 Ll

I"The changs b= not satimically significant )

A clear majority in bath sarveys took
a hard bine against the reporier and
wombl make him tell of his own under-
valuation and pay more taxes, Clearky
ot ponrialises indicaged a srong con-
science thowt “rendering anno Coesar
the things that are Caesar™s.” The sce-
ol option, a it eeaditional inois woed-
ing, given the large percentage of fe-
male as well a5 unmarried reporters,
did mor gain many supporters in 19832
amvdl almost nonde i 195%40, This question
ahivws no decline dn standards.

Question 6

The nest two conflict-olinterest in-
dicators dial with outrageos behavior
thar is clearly wrong. The only issue is
hUW REVETE “'IE"' ﬂJ:IIIH.HfI'I'IL"I'L' I'Eﬁ.'rﬂ:ll‘l.‘rﬂ
owsprhie o he, The firsedeals wirh a news-
paper business manager who is offered



# junber, d trip paid for by someons
clse:

The business mamgger of the come-
pany has developod close ferend-
sheps with Canadian newspring
supplicrs, reinfmeed by regular
hunting trips in the nocth woaols
as theeir guest. The company de-
cldes 1o prohibit mamagers from
accepting favors from supplices.
The busincss manager continues
o bk the prips.

Should the publisher;

LUV L
Fine the besoess MABIMT. oo 25% 1%
L alisciglins:: shost of firing
and extract a pront e dhat i will
([T RTE o = PR 7. | 4%

Aulvizi st huisiness manager 1 pay
his nam way on dese iripes o
reiprocaie by hosting the supplicns

o) ecgerivlond e, e B 4]
Drechle that the po-Enor rule shoahd

i wppity w0 smch oag-saniling

ard clearly benkgn nowites, 1% N

Wy were the jourmalists in 1990 so
miuch tougher on the business man-
ager than their 1982 predecessors? We
suspect that one comsequence of the
brcaching of the wall between business
anil rews sicles is that the boasiness side
is held more accouniable o the kindds
of conflice-ofinoerest standards tradi-
tional for news people, In 1952, news
peaple were conditioned o ncither
knaww nor care whot weend on on thae
Bussirvcss side. This could be a sign of
movcment weward the “ethical whole-
miss” pibvocared by Mever in his 1983%
report o ASNE.

Question 7

The next hypothetical ciuse dealswith
stall malfeasance, wsing one's positiodg
| Il'l:.' |||.:w.3:r.|.:1.1'h.'r i pnlﬁi il r.r::u.rl:nil:‘ll._'
Tusiness:
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The chicf phowerapher maoon- |
lights asa wedding photographer.
The Father of a bride calls the
elivor and says the phomograpber
hias e @ siales pdech e his daogeh-
ter and included a sly hint that if
hee is hirescl for the job, her pictune
has a better chance of making the
socieny page. The edibor investis |
gates amd confirms thar this is the
photographier’s regular prictice,

showld the editor:

95 19610
Fire #e phowographer. ... _—1 L R
tmpas besser dbscipline amil order
ther plusographer k stap
mocadighting. . 13% 16
Mo the photngrapher o continue
woonlighting e ander him il 1o
we—ur e (o um—his
[posdicn s gain Eversd tresoment
[ [ T | | Wik
Axk the photigrapher o he moce
|y - TP LR FEN T L[ 0%

[ The chang: i nol sauisically sgubicnl

This is onve ol the few ilems where
jrmarnalises in 1990 appeared somewhn
more lenient than those in 1982, bl
the apperrance kcks statistical signitfi-
cance. & stronger case can be made by
combdning the tougher lines in optons
i arnd pwo. Mearly pwo-thieds (G4
percent) of the respondents in 14962
wanied w take @ hard line with the
photoprapher, fioe him or order bim oo
stop mocnlighiing, versus only 34 per-
cent in 19, The compacison still Ealls
wiell short of significant.

Question 8

Amcther lnancial oonflicoof inveeest
imvolved speaker fees offered o jour-
e lises by a for-profic corporation:

An Investigative repoer uses a
computer o analyze criminal
court records and writes a prize-
winning series, A major compaiter
manuficiurer then offers © piy
himm £500 to speak at a seminar for
reepaariers which it is sponsoring
At & university,

Which of the kdlowing best describes
FoRr vl

LR
The reporier shoek] nog b
slowed i maxe the peech, ... R bk
The reprier showkd be alowel
1y rige the speerch but nol
1 mcvepl e bosararum. ................ 1% W%
The reporier sk be allowed

o ke the specch, bul secept

e £5080 gnly i b honorirmes

is kel Barengh thi: seibersity. .......... 15% 6%
The repurier sktak] be adlowal

ik rusthee U speesch am] sccep dhe

F500 [rom coempurer nusnfuimer, 17 Lt

Simce 1982, increasing attenoion has
been paid o the merging of news and
erilertalnment fonctions i celchreity
journalises. Amicles in the rade press
hiave been criteal, and we sec & corre-
sponding nerease In sensivvity towaard
spoaking foes as potential conflict of
interest reflected in these numbers,

Question 9

Three conflici-of-inerest scenarios
imvolved journalisis who gee woo close
toy thie subjeces on whoen the jowrnalisis
hase wo report. In the first rowo, 4 poli-
el reporter becomes good friends with
peditical leaders:

Your Washingion correspondent
has spent vears developing friend-
ships with the key people nowe in
power, and it is paying off. He
knows the townwell, and they are
redative newcomers, =0 he is fre-
quently consulied by the White
Howse staff and the President's
political operatives before key de-

cisions are made.
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TRADLE

Shiole] ghe exlitor

L]

Fire: the Washingeon comespondent. . 1% %
Move the comrespondent o
T L e i e s 18%
Admmish the Washingson
woares pomilest bo nminiain a
risvainable distace from s, ., 645, Ti%
Forwand Washingon correponden|
lur devetuping sech a good
ko bockge of i subjec and
stich kel smiroes. Lo, 15% [4%

Although the change s no signifi-
cant, it is in the direction of greater
sensigivity toasard conflict of inlerest.
Towday there are more celebrity joumal-
ists who have moved back amd [orth
between politics and journalism, and a
larger sample might have shown sig-
nificant concerm over thad deve bopenent,

Question 10

As n 1982, localiving the Washing-
o seenario o ooy lall prodwced dif-
ferent results, but the movement over
thne weas alsco in the direction of greates
sensitivity to potential conflict,

Your paper’s city hall reporier bas
gorten 30 close 1w the mayor and |
his stalf that they freguently cons

[ sult him before making mugjor de-
Cisioms. |

Should the editor

L, O
Fire the nopemier ... L1 1%
koo ropuorer 1o dife ront: beat anE Ly,
Mdtmoamizh reporter I mednimn &
restwirable distasee froas searors ... 45% hl'%

Himnard the reporter lor developing
such agind knwdedpe of his
surhjert aml sach bl sceancim L % %

Conflict close o home is more vis-
ihie. and by Incalizing the scenario we
clicited greater sentiment for moving
thie reporter to o different beat. Mo
the shift From the cardicr period is statis
ricilly significant. Supervisors, by maore
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than pwo-po-one, were maode interesied
im reining nothe veponer than were
their rank-and-file news people.

Question 11

The respondens were even oougher
i a third seenarioin whickh the journal-
st B Involved in a business with the
el subject of his repoming:

The restavrant revieser at your
paper has become fricndly with a
liscal restaurant operator and,
working without pay, has helped
his friend to design and plan a2
rew restaurant with acontinental
therme— e et sawt of resizu-
rant whose absence in vour rown
he has decried in his column,

Shosuled the edivor:

LR LB

Fire ihe resimann e, ... la%s s
Litmnnizh the erilic fol b 20 25

clieas 1 soiirves g i iy

muiion of ihe new resianrani

in his colmss. ..o SHE Pk
Arhvise the orstic i b do i again

bk zthoes s Turther actiom, .. la's 3%
[T T, l4% 13%

Cince again, thie shifi #s oovard greaner
sensitvity o the need for journalistic
independence and less tolerance for
actions thar could compromise that
independence.

Question 12

The fnal conflictl-immeresy ygno-
thetical situaion involved reporting on
a sports tewn which the newspaper
COH MY DWNs:

The company that owns o major
merrnpolitan newspaper also
w1 major sports frenchise in
thait town.

Shoubd the paper:

B oL T L 4
el the franchise: ... g% 3%
Bemd iwer backwards i be fiir
s i the commpany-tevnsed e
sith misre sheptices aml ouirigh
criwgten than ceher icams. ., |
Treat the team exacly 35 it ireas
TRl |1 ) R . T 1 1

Trv tir bulld up local intercs n

the: boam i owss, because & bs

] for ¢ oemmuning spirin s well

w predeable wihe company, ... 3% 3%
(The chanpeis met shtisticuly signifcanty

Mo change here. In bath surveys,
thrce-foueths warnted 1o treat the team
exacthy as o tecated any ather team,
and oo in five wanied oo divest the
sports franchise. If moral standards
wore weikening, we wotild expect
greater tolerance for merging mews
and enterainment functbons inoa
single company.

Question 13

The final scenario covers an isswe
that has reentered the discussion e
cently: paying sources for their sio-
ries. In the CL]. Simpson era, the
tabloids are seooping readional news
miedi bicasse they pay sources for
aporics. This scenarioprescnisa range
of responscs from paving for infor-
AREICN T praying & source nothing:

An investgarive roporer dis-
covers a former city emploves |
rvw livings im another state who
has evidence of a kickback |
scheme invobving the mayor and
halt the city coumcil. He ap-
pearsinterested in cooperating
with vowr investigation, bat in=
aicates thar he will want money

should the paper:

TR
Py mothing. ELLE e
Pay cot=nlspocket pxpenss oy .. 24% LY

Pui him o the porull for the teee
that ke spesnads worsimg, with voar



staff in gathering and docewenting

ihe fcis, plus expenses. om0
Pax an basararim based o ik
newss vpilne ol the 3I0ry, ., WOk

Checkbook journalism is fading in
acceptability. The overwhelming ma-
jowrity aff stall members in bhoth Sureess
opted o pay only the source's out of
procket expenscs or pay nothing, The
190G res pondents were cven mose cthi-
cally sensitive about buyving informa-
o, unwilling cven o pay a source’s
CRpEnsEs. Sevenoy peroent sad o pay
nothing versus 56 percent in 19462,

Question 14

The final hypothetical case is based
on an incident in Florida wherne news-
paper companies contributed money
(03 5L CMMRLign Ty ilefear a referendum
that would bove legpdived gambling.
Thiz direct invalvement in civie getion
v, traditional detachment was contro-
versial fong before the concepi of civie
jourmabisan had reached the conscious-
ivzss o jourmalises,

SOMme NEaEPARer COmpunies in
Florida donapsd] money 1o a crm-
paign o defeat a stavewide refer-
el which, passed, would bave
legalized gambaling,

Which of the follewing starements
comies closest @ your view on this &
Licsi?

13g 1952

A newsgaper thal lakes an
oufinoeial stiad oo an issue s

2 Fighil, mven @ sy, 50 ek wp

its. bdnzl with i3 MOBET. ... b ol
The coniributions are justifi cd if @

referemdum weak kave 2 detrimenial

effiert v thi husiness climaie In

which tee newspaper apraes. ... 4% 4
The enmirthutinne shoobil o e

tusen made hecagse tusy might el

readers oo qpaestinn the abjectvty

ol 1he papors’ Bews COVETREE. .. A i
b pobitEcal conti bathinns shilid

ver e made by wewepaners; the mews
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and ol colimns are powerful
enoiugh alreudy, amd adding money
ooy inlicaies inappropriaie lmnger
71l T o1 T ) R 1 | 1
[ The chmme & pol stisticadly sgnificani)

Tl

Direct involvement in civice aclivity
v i frovmesdl apsoa e the emed ol 19540
as it was 14 years carlier,

In general, it appears that cthical
sensitivity has not sulfeeed in the pasa
decade amnd a half, ar least ar che saff
level. Before making such a sweeping
generalization, we should combine the
resulis described abowe inwe o single
measure. Bur [ese, we must veridy tha
all are indeed measuring the same un-
derlving phenomenon,

The inems were recoded so dhar the
cnd of the scale judged by the aathores
o represent the greaner cohical sensitiv-
ity was a 1 and the least sensitive re-
sponsc was a4 We then inspecoed the
corrclwton matrb. Two fems were a
paror fi wiith thie otheers,

Onge was the rwem on the Koy West
biree, The case of the Key West re and
the protection of the home fown per-
s i different from the athers inosev-
cral wayvs. Iv is not a good siarisical fi
with the others, The question may have
les do by with any specific remd in
journalism ethics than with a general
siecial shift of more sympathetic atri-
tudes cowvard gavs, And the direction of
micwement —ooward not publishing the:
[(Hzrson's name=—goes conicary o the
traditiomal ethie of :llu.-::.'x |1|||‘l|ih|:|li||].|_
the: Bacts without Fearing or favoring any
imterest o individual, Thus a ease can
be made that this item represents o
derterioration in traditional news ethics
cather than o heighiened sensiviviey.
Wharever the substantive case, 15 idio-
syncratic statsucal behavior justifics
droppdng it froan further analvsis.

A differcnt problem arose with the
lssue of how a reporter should behave
whienworking with sources whose views
he or she strongly opposes. The conne-
latiom pamern indicates thai It Is also
measuring something different from
thwe evthver dnems. Perhups its ive chodees
Lack the clear natural ceder needed tor
treatment &% o continueous variable. In
any evend. this iem was also dropped

from the seale,

The remaining 12 items formed a
reasonably coberent cormelitaon, That
save us some confidence thar the re-
mtining 12 ileans measure thie same
wunderlving concept that we chose o
cill erhical sensitivity. We therefore
compuared the means (where the loweer
seoee denoies the grearer ethical sensi-
Livily .

Fowr the 1982 sample, the mein score
(om a scale of 1=-4) was 2, 5406,

For the 199 gampe, th msin soore
was 2.2 5.

Wi leoked For two possible predic-
poda dfecthical sensivivivy bon fell shor ol
spatistical significance,

Beier educated journalisiss repor
higher sensitiviy. The sensiovicy soores
for the 1990 sample (Jow scomes denone
high scnsitivicy):

Feewer han T years of collepe ... ] |
Fonr yemes of cilege ..ot 2.24
Pust-gradmite education e Bl

Analysis of variancg shoeeed che ik
ferences bepagen growps to be margin-
ally significant.

The cther prediover was working For
a newspaper owned by a company
whase shares are publicly raded, Jour-
malists working for these companies
re ported groater ethical sensitivite, but
the differenoe was insignilicant

Privieeh: owned L e
Pubdich radiel

yrons Bl
.............. e f |

Interpretation
And Conclusions

Six ol owr 12 items inothe scale ofethical
sensitivity changed significantly in the
Vi vears and six did no. Those tha did
change all mwowed 0 the direction of
srearer sensitivity, conrary w the fears
and suspicions that motivated our in-
quiry. How coulkd we have been so
wrong! Perhaps we can bemer under-
stand what has happened by focusing
on the six thar changed, Ethical sensi-
chvity imcreased in the following wrays:
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Croestion 1
Electronic eawa.ﬂ.nlpplrlg: suipart
e Cremsaed

Chestion 6,
Business-side conflict of interest:
toderance dropped.

espion B,
Homoraria for speeches: 3 more
restrctive view prevalled.

Cheestion 1.
Closeness T @OVErIImeEnT SOUrces:
misre redl flags at the local level

Cheespion 11,
Closeness to business spurces: |oss
wHerance.

Ouesthon 15,
Checkbook jowrnalism; greater
disapproval.

Each question represents o tracdi-
tonal value of jowmnalism. There ar
least ks anccdotal evidence thar each is
under pressune. Do the gains of news-
paper staffs in ¢thical sensitivity mean
that there really is no cause for worry?

We think not. and we offer teo justi-
ficattons for our denial. Sometimes the
adherents of a cherlshed value are the
micwst thowagehiful and vigorous ino s
detense just when it 5 under attack
The ideology of the American revolu-
i wis created by gifted philosophers,
writers, and orators who saw thems
wslves 1:|.ll:'|-1_'.I'II:H'I1.H thee Eaulins liE]'Ii 51
Fnglish liberty, s Harvand's Bernard
Bailve pointed out in 18967, The fear of
Ipsing their cherished Enlightenment-
based freedoma heightened their con-
stiomsnesa, Mewspuiper stalf peoplc,

Funding for Study

The eescarch for this stady was
funded by the Knight Chalr in
Journalism at the University of
MNorth Caroling ag Chapel HilL
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perceiving that bhoth their values and
their institutions are threaened by so-
cial and rechnodogical change, may be
mcresupporive and protective of those
vitlues than ever before for the same
kil of ecasca, The baseline survey of
1982 was closer w4 tme when such
vialues could b aken bor granced with
relatdve apparent safery, The dara we
s norw may well represent a reaction
i proewving awaremsss of attacks on
cherished news values

The secomd justification for simply
rejecting the mull hypothesis aned issu-
ing an “all’s well™ signal is that journal-
ism iself as a unified concept is disap-
pearing. Fart of it s merging with
entertainmaent and adopting its viiloes
by, bor example, awarding celebrity sta-
tus and pay o ity superstars according
o thelr ability v amuse, Orher seg-
mignis wee merging with advertising ancd
public relations and adoping the val-
ues of those fields, We should expect
that the peaple inour survey, the work-
ing men and women at America™s daily
newspapers, would be the st e be
1_1:1rr|.:r.|r|:'1:_1 |'|:|.' busiress e hinok Wi =
cal impovation, Indeed, the warnings
that wre being sounded and that we cite
as justification ko our research are more
about imstitutional than individual be-
havior,

The= l.l.1:1rl|:.'i:|'|g_ TS |:||;-|:|plt- i oer
survey shore this concern, They feel the
pressure from changing forms of guwn.
crship, The peoportion who believe
thtl imvestor-cwned ewspaper eom-
panies serve their communitics differ-
ently is wp from 39 percent minority
in 1982 mw a4 531 porcent majocity in
1906, The proportion who say the pres-
suees of boing publicly owned often of
somctimes hinders a nowspaper's ahil-
iy o serve its commanity dowubled,
from 18 percent in 1982 10 42 percent
in 199, Thirre-eight percent of the
s peapbe who themsslves waork for
newspapers owned by publichy held
companies say that this form of owner-
ship often or sometimes hinders a
paper’s abilicy o serve the local come
runity

Such an observarion makes the con-
tedit of the call for further resgarch

b e olvwionss, I insitwiionsi] culiures
are changing in ways that theeaten e
dlitirenal newspaper valucs, we should
b= studving the creators of those cul-
mres, the aditoms and publishers. The
same bascline data that we wsed for
their newseooan people exist for them,
and we carnestly hope thar someone
will follow our example and replicate
the op-management portlon of the
1982 study,

Yeoone further step s needed., Inthe
1982 survey, TH percent of ewspaper
readers represented by the samphe were
servied by group-owned newspapers,
In 19946, the number was 8% percent,
Fublishers are no longer auionomeas
cregters of orginicational oultucg so
much as teansmitters of culture that is
the sum ciect of decisions made a
group headguarters. A fourth group
necils o become thes object of ethical
serutiny andd that is the boands of dingg-
tors of the newspaper holding compa.
nics, Dur bottome-up approach for moni:
toring ethical change is worthwhile,
bauai i |||;1;'|:1.:- (4] |_'.u.' .'-u.lpph'm:':nu'rl will'i il
woprcloan ingjuiry. Soudying the source
of ethical change could produce infor-
mation that s ¢ven more infgresting
and has better predictive power. Cinly
then can we knonw for sure whether
place might vet be found for traditional
v lbuess e i v rieslia nl.'.l.r"l-al;-lj'ﬂ:ql.'rr:lr
whether the heighrened ethical sensi.
tiviey of podday's newspaper stafl people
is just an Indian summer lor newspaper
miorils. Wl
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‘Staying Alive’

Advice to Journalists and Others in High-Powered Jobs on Coping With Stress

Ronald Heifewz is a Lec-
turer in Public Policy in
the John F Kennedy
School of Government at
Harvard University. Follow-
ing are excerpts from a
seminar he conducted at
the Nieman Foundation on
February 5, 1997.

susidin onesell ot only sith

stresses of leadership bur in the
stresses of any high-powened job, what
[eall “szaving alive™ in my book “Lead-
ership Without Easy Answers.”

The most common reason sy
people ger taken our of action in orga-
nizational Hie or killed in polceal life is
not that poople ke ealeulated risks,
You've gon o take calpulated risks in
amy carcer when you think there is
really something inmportant wo say and
people don’owane o hear icsaid, or you
think there Is an imporant question 1o
rise and people don 't wian thar gques-
tion raised. You take a caleulated risk
anvil sometimees vou take a hit and that's
part of the process,

But that's nog the audn feason o
st commiodn reason why people go
badly hort in their effors o esercise
teadership, The most common reson
is that people don't see ltcoming. They
chan’t see it coming becamse thoy et
swept up in what 1 call “the dance
flor,” You know, when you dance, the
music’s pumping fast, yoo're kind of
sl U in the music, You gl:'m;'r.ﬂl'_l:
cnly see the people who are dancing
right next o vou orwho you'ne dancing
with. You dom't get an overview, you're
nt able v see, a8 you might see from a
haldcony, overlooking the dance Toor

I ‘o kind of like 1o alk about hosy (o

Yeu, it's really quite lifc-saving in orga-
nbzathoonal Hfe v be able 1o kecp reflect-
img i the mifdse of aotion, the capaciry
tos sfep back in the midss of acrion and
ask, “What's goeng on here, what am |
missing! | hadn't realized thar whag |
Wiks SEVINE was going o be so upsct-
timgz, | hadn't even taken into account
that there was some faction over here in
1he asrganiEtion that was BN Do et
wensitieed oy this issue and noewe Dve
Srirre] upra lcarret s sk, unbeknownst
o me.”

Well, iv's imporiant oo be able 1o ge
o the baloony, inoa sense, or o be able
to achicve what the Jesuis call “con-
remplation in action,” the capacity o
keep reflecting on what's gaoing on
What are the pavtcens? Whin's the poli-
tics of this institution that sue causing
some pecple o have compering stakes
and po rake my point of view cither well
or poorky?

That capacity, in some ways, is an
obvious skill, We all kooww it's imgsor-
Lt o gain perspective. Buc n's quie
difficuls o do, It's really difficouln to no
et swept up in the musie, paricubaely
inthe kindsof jobs thar many people in
ledership have, or, | think, inthe kinds
of jobs thatmany journalists have, where
YO T just swept up into what is pross-
ing at that moment amd whan just hap-
[HENS D CONE ACTOSS VOUT [ransom, and
youre off to the races and losof people
are velling at you at the same time when
yuure trying to digest a lot of data and
symthesize it quickly, [ think it's easy to
st blind-sided.

Sov that's the firss idea, Mayvbe i
somncds like jargom, 160s not really ime-
poctant g0 use the pilr.mr_ bt 1T s
because iU's “genting on the balcony,” a
nice viswl image.

Ihe importani thing is to be able to
arep back in the midst of action, even at
thie el of every day, and de-bricf with
somchody—in say, “What just hape
pened o me voday? [was in this meet-
imgz. Tthought this was simple. o wened
et b b complicaced . Honae come? What
didn’s | feresce! Whar didn't 1 wider-
stamcde™

Moree, that leads me w the second
problem with stavimg alive. A lor o
people—this may be trse of some four-
rutlisgs— see themsebves with legders as
|nu'.'|:|,|_q: b HI.'\I."“'-i“I:-IHl‘ 'I'Ill;'}' tercl gey
ignlare themselves, Thev know g Lot of
people, Thev're really good ar making
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allics.  They can be soreomnded by
|'I-|!:|::|p|r.'. But o some Tevel 1|.|.-|::|-' are
fakrly isolred amcd don 't ncike very goodd
wse of parners,

Oiftentimnes, they almaost gec gratifica-
ton in the lonchness, of somehow 4
confirms theie noton that they must be
doing something ceally importane se-
cause they're out on a limb, all by them-
sedves.

I think that nogion, the heroic lone
wirrior model of professional life or
leadership, is suicidal, because the po-
fitical dhvnamics of arganizational life in
a newspaper or in the communibtbes o
in the businesses that soemie ofyou write
about, the polivcal dhnamies are oo
complicatsd for any individual o be
able toasiess, particulody beciuse those
iynamics are dynamic,.  They keep
changing. So, wbe able (o koep abreass
of them, o koep wrack of who cares
what abssut fhese isses, who's going o
be upset, what are their stikes, who is
going tor v 1o ke g loss il they really
take intoacconnt this inititive of mine,
s very hand g0 do well,

It quite life-savimg, therefome, o
have pantners, and oot just allies b
confidants,

confickint i somebody who vou
Aru!lr citn o your heart cut to,
strm-hondy wehocan putyou back
tgether again ar the end of the day,
whvcr cion el vou why it s worthorviog us
do what vouw're dodng and raking the
hits that vou're taking, Somebody whio
aocasionally can pull vou by the collar
amel pull vens up to ghe balcomy aad say,
“Let's ke a book an whan just happened
e youl today.” O, “There you are, |
knowe you're wonderful, bur you jus
did the same thing thar happened lasy
We tend o live the same panerns,
And it is really essendal o have confi-
danis like that Sometdmes they'll be
within the organfzation, Freguendy,
they'll be ouiside the organiation be-
cuuse then they don't have any compet-
ingstikes. Sometimes it willbe aspouse
o 4 close friend
Oine of the big mistakes people make:
in |:-r:|.::|:|1i..l:u||.-|l11:|l lifer 1= than lllq.' -
Tuse allies with conmGdames anmed gresn
e allie as ol they were confalaniz. In
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A SCTsC Ihl_':r talk [ TRTH] miuch with 1.|'||;:
WICg pl.'l’:rph.'

Comfidanis are guite jrecious. To
thditk thiar vou can be o innovaror oF a
leader in organizadonal e withou
confidanes, withoul pactoces, 15 kind of
like rhimkimg that you can sumsvive the
wimper In Mew England withaout a win-
ter e oAt o just have to have people o
de-heief with, whio can see around vouar
owmn Blind spois,

O of the things a partner can help
pecple cher s distinpuish oneself from
the roles that we temd to be in That's
thes third suggestion.

aest of vs mee nod that good w

that, The idea. lesclf, is not

that complicated. How many
o you are parents? | see, nog too many
of vou ver Well, when | sgarred being a
parent a friend of mine, Many Linsky,
saiel toy e, “You koo, you'll really
knicras vou've made it as 4 parent when
vonr kidl slims the door in your B and
vo don’t fake it persomally. And i will
take you 10 the second kid before you
Figguore: i oot

I foruned ehar really o be orue, We as
parents knowy that 1t would be absard
to take it persenally when a two-year-
el bvks vou in the face and says, *
hate wour,” because you refuse o give
heer anasther picee of cike, But by the
time that two-year-okl gets to be eight
vesirs olel, or 12 years old or 16 vears
e, ir's hard not e take i personally,
becauwse they get goosd at knowing how
to make it personal,

Sis 1:|.i.1.|i.11].|;|.| i.-..|'|i|:|_; ¥ wir roile froom the
sell ism'e o strange 2 notion, buat in
oeganizational life people often il o
dor s, beading theon to make pwo kinds
ol erroes, The ficst creor is o diagnostic
creor. Bocause they ake it porsonally,
they don't dingnose accurately shar i
is thar people are upser abour. Insecad
of saving, "Ah-ha, they'reupset with me
bescawse |'m radsing an tssue thar repre-
senis W them a loss,™ they et the per-
somil attack change the topic on the
talele feoem the loss or the challenging
imswe. 0o vown and vour style or vour
(BT LT

Fowr examyple, you all are ournalises
so U'm osure o b of vou have been
areused at some point ofbeing abrasive

or obnsious or soanething like that!

"lt-'l:'l.ll nl:ﬂ:ul-d}' ever calls ¥oIu vibar s
% whken vo' re 1|_-I|i|'|H them H_I:Itl-l_'
mews. Mobody ever calls voue sivie oo
imrrueRive wiven vou'te inemding in es.
actly the way they want beciuse thiey
can't wail o get that story about them
prub oul e 1's s yom represeni
a puovind of view that they don't like thar
all of a4 sudden they've got a problem
with your sovie.

Chee of the most common of what |
call work-gvoudanee mechamsms, o
ditractions—srays o which people ke
thie focus of anention off the challeng-
i cqueestions— s by punbng you om the
tabile. We sev this in policics every day.
Before Hillary, Geraldine Ferrarowas a
dramatic ¢xample The first woman
rurning foer vice president—peophe just
started raking her apar, her persoreal
Family finances, and she ended up al-
lerading the topie of the conversation oo
shift from the issucs she represented,
the challenges she represented o the
public, to herown persomal ik and her
orevn personal linances,

She held this endless news confere
ence, Somie of you may rermemberwhen
she said, "'l stay here as long as you
hiave a guestion,” There were like 150
reporters 10 start off with. [ dom't ko
how many were left after 2 12 hours,
Tt shee juse staved there answering any
amch alloeestions hoping that she would
somehow pu the story torest, O coumss
it clighn's go o rest because the point
wis never the story.

I s were thi* i==ues she
rrprrm:*:l:l!ﬁ:l Whem yim shift fis-

cus angd =V, "'Clk.m_., wht chal-
lenging imswe did she represeny tha
would cause people 1o want to come
afver hee?™ The answere 1o that gets oo be
fairly obwious, Twelve vears kier i is
stillverychallenging o people all across
rhe Ccountry o Inagine women in se-
nior positions of authorioy in any orga.
nization, ler alone the nadon. i's chal-
lenging for people across the countey
that the roles berween meen and women
have changed and that many of (he
dyramics within marriages ane cha ngied
bieciuse virmeally everything now seems
nésgotiable, Youw know, wheat o womin
uzed to do and what 2 man wsed o do



isn 't whist men and women do so much
ANFITIONG,

It's a real prublem because every
negodiation has fction in it lna group
o an organization whene everyhody
knows what 1o do there's not a 1ot of
Frictives, but in ouwr modern-day  ife
whare males are changing so disamat-
cilly, we're constantly nogotiating, con-
stanily gemerating feiction and ic's jusca
lot harder o make life work

ut here's Geraldine Fecraro in
B ‘B4, representing starkhy, quine

dramarically, these issues.
Women in Bmily e, women in profes-
shomal life, women in authoricy. During
the campadgon, shee was woldd nor o speak
to those issues, which 1 think was a real
mistake. She was told by presidential
candidare Frire Mondale's poople to
speak inoa pender-meworal weay aboat
current. public issues, securite policy,
whant you womled dey aboi the: Bussians,
pemvesrty policy, economic policy and so
torth, as it she were just one ofthe gays,

B, of course, poople put her ina
robe and they only saw the issues that
she represented rothem in the role than
they creased for her, The role they cre-
ated for hesr was a woman running for
vice president representing all those
ismues about women in authority,

Tor think that you can try to work
other sets of issues is naive. You' ve got
o wnrk the issuees that people see vou
representing and then get behincd your-
selfand say, “Olay, well look, these are
the issues that | represent i you, lers
wirk thaose issues,”

Hillary is baving the same prolxdem.
She wamis 1o represent he issucs she
cares about, childeen amnd education,
bur nobody s listening. Now i she
were o get up and seam ralking aboun
what It's ke w ren a cen-profession
couple, peoplewould be Ustening, They
o] really pav aremtion becanse thar's
what she represents w poople. They
want v hear whatshe has to say on thar.
Thev don't care what she has w say
gbour children, because thar’s not the
kssue she represents,

Mavhe Barbara Bush could have =po-
kem about children, mavie she could
represent the issue. B Hillany? Hillary
represents all of these very provocative
ssues about poareriul wormen, And she
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cold speak o those, the viscissitudes,
whuat it™ like, Wora bord in s Goo all ol us,
mien andd women alike

Anyway, distinguishing sell froon role
is gurite life saving because ioallows you
disgnostically o read what issue is i
that people see in you as a prodace of
your e Yoo can then ke yoourself
ot o the wiay ancd be foousing on whin
v mecan i poophe, eather than lhow
they re making vou feel about yourseld

The second reason why i is impor-
want o distinguish self fecan pole is just
personal. e sa ot easier to take the hits
if you knovee theat dn isn't peally you cht
they're himing ac. Tt sl s, bar
hures a Hodde b bess.

Distimpuishing selfl from role s a
hard thing to do by yourself. It's an-
ather way contidants can help you—
allies oo, can help—in geming you (o
step back and say, “Wain a secomd now,
let's non gk I personally here,”

hen John Eennedy, in 1962,
found out that there were
missiles in Cuba, his immedi-
abe reaction wis 0 be personally in-
sulted becawse he fel that he had been
persorally promised by the Russians
theat thers woubl be oo missiles pat in
Cuba, My God, those bastards lied o
mege.”
His first reaction was to goin and do
i surgical air strike on those bases and
kemesck ot those nuclear weapons, 1.5,
intelligence wold him thae the weapons
wiere 0ol yed arsed, s thag they would
B armeed mavbe in g few weeks, but
they weren't armed oght then, Twenty
viars Lter we found oot those wisipons
wrre armed. 1D we had gone inowich a
surgical air strike, some of those weap-
cens mighe hive boeco launched.,
Formunately, Hober Kennedy mrned
o john Kennedy amd sadd, "Okay, wain
& second here, We learned something
frovm e Bay of Pigs. Arc you sure thar
you want o go down in hdstory as
Fremicr Tojo™ the guy who bombed
Peard Harbor and penerared desorsc-
tievn for his g coumtry, ~Are you sures”
He got his brother wo step back and
pull hiz person ot of the equarion anid
then begin to ask, “Olkay, what's going
on with the Bussians, whar ks godng on
with the Cubans:"

hat brings us to the fourth sugges-
ticin for staving alive, In distinguishing
sell Droorm pesdes, i helps oo wiaae 1eall
“extcrnalizing the conflict. ™ In the ranks
of journalists, there is g high percen-
age of people who are kind of devianis,
wha like to e creative deviants m a
culture, whio don't like o be conlonm-
isbs, who comee up with an angle, ke wo
b lifferent. Thar's how the world gees
baetper.

But quite ofien, creative devianes
teid oo meake oo seem as iF chere i a
conflict hetween their point of view
and evervhody clse’s point of view.
When you ser up a conflice Hke thar
voru e very easily neatralized, because
organizatenal systems ke to see eoqui-
libriwim, and one of the ways they can
restore equilibrinm s to neutralize
whoever B musing a deviant poing of
wiew.

That™s why there's a whistle bloerers
association in America, You have all
these whistle blowers inorganizatiomal
like, imncluding the guys whe spid, schen
the Challengerwas abosst o go off, "1t
powr welled today,” They get ficed, like
thewse guays dicl. Soothey have an assoin-
vion where they lick wounds sogether,
baerzmases thery poat Best ep lor huavings the
right devians thing to say and not being
abales toe g iE woross.

ne: of the wayvs to get impantant
points ol wiew across s to naol
sews voursell as the source of

the desianmt sdea, bur instead, s the
identifier of o conflict thar already ex-
ists i the erganisation, between difier-
et gcts of vialues or peoapectives, And
therefore, whar vou v doing is surkac-
ingaconflicr that salready there, cither
than crearing a conflice,

The most dramaric in American his-
ooy bnmy Libetime was the way Martin
Luther King Jr. handled the covil rights
movement, where over and over again,
he would say, “This ks oot a condlion
berween vou and me. This B nor a
conflicn berween black Americans and
white Americans, This is a conflice be-
reeen American vilues and American
reality.”

Constanely posing it a5 o condlicy
within the American value system gave
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him a hold over the heanstrings of
average peaple all over the land, many
ofwhom lived hundreds of miles away
trom any African Américans, people in
Wiyoming or Montana, who perhaps
had few if any Immediate stakes, bui
i care @b the Amenican values of
frecdom and equality, By constanthy
savings, “Wait o second, we're nod living
up o our vahees,” and then hinding
wiays fo dramatize that realibe—that
st brueal siche of thiat reality—diramia-
Ji:.l:i.'nH it arl FIFiHH it Ervtes I:II:'I.:IFH:"'H
living rooms, uninvited, so that people
wstled hive po e that internal contr-
diction in our value system, he gener-
ateel social leaming

Q.—Bur o what extent did thar re-
ally worrk® 1 koo chiae it worked im a lot
of ways, bur a lot of peaple thooght
then and people sill chink now, thar it
wies met i black o white issue, that this
wis just about a bunch of angry bluck
peaple wiva wanted more righes, To
thisday, most people see Martin Luther
King's hosliday as mot a celebration of
where America has come, how Fr
theyve come, but they just see it as a
black holiday, They don’t think that
Martin Luther King of the civil rights
movement was aboat America and di-
versity and all these other issues, but
wits really just about these hlack people
neit wanging to b trested inoa certain
LA

A —Obwiously it mkes generations
1o dlo the kind of social learning that
that represents. Itdepends onwhether
v see the cup half full or half emipey,
voud Jononw® [ think there has been much
progress (n the bond . compared to 19064,
Bt dc's mo easy weextermallze the con-
fMect i the messag vou'ne presenting
makes a lot of people uncomfortable.

The omly way to make progress is to
somehow drill or insert thar conflict
imto people’s hearts 3o thar they live
with that conflict.

Margraret Banper, who starmed the
birth control movement, found ways to
insert the conflice within cach constitu-
ency, She'd get doctors who were for
comtraception, fighting with the does
s whao were agminst contraception
Shee gl the -::lt'rhr:-' whoy were o it
lighting with the dergy whowere against
i,
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LB was a perfect excample of Builing
on this in Yictnam, He let it be his war.
Sor the easiest thing to do if vou were
against the warwas to bring him dosmn.
The fact was, however, that he was
resilly golng with the prevalling trends
at the vime, and bringing him down
dichn’e ened the war because the war was
rever anby aboun him,

Son, when vou make it out to/be vour
issu, vour hobbyvhorse, vou get casily
newtralized, You e gor s fnd our a
iy ger ke it the |::||'l.|,:mi.'.-.'||!i|::|||'.-. IssLI
andd you just happen 1o be the person
surGicing it

Fifth, to stay alive, one needs (o
listeery, Mo, you guys arg prey good
listezmers, it's your professsen o ask
yuestivms and lswen well, But mony
people who see themsehes as leaders
dom's listen very well, They tlk beter
than they listen, Mow they hire poell-
sters b0 oo thee listening for them so
thazy knoww whist (o say

I sarrec ol in meeclicine, praining in
surgery. When 1 gon inierested in poli-
tics and beadership, | fEnished oy roesi-
dencices i peychianry. One of the ficst
lessons you kearn in psvchiarey is that
v chom’tondy listen ot thaere, wehich is
I‘I'!:lil'll':r o e listen, 1 ask NI 2 EjulEs-
tiont anel vou give me an answer, Fm
lisgeming o vou. In therapy there is
another wiay of listening that vou leam.
Your listen o yoursclf as dara.

The moion is thar noae of us i5 an
island. We pick up the emotions and
the undercuerents thar [ call the music
beqearh the words inwhar ocher people
are aaying. We resonate with cef:in
i=stnes. Therefore, some of the feclings
thiat wou end wp wdch when vou insect
voursell ino an cavironment ane goding
toy reflect feelings or curmens or themes
thet wre in the environment And there-
freres, if you can read yourselves, somee-
timiss that can give vou a clue o the
trenmds and subourrenits in the environ-
ment.

For exammiple, in's very commaon thiae
peaple who are exercising ledership
often el an intense sense of wrgency,
Lismally they are tackling isswes inwhich
thre is urgency already in the commu-
nity, They feel urgenoy hecause every-
hody i looking o them we do some-
thing about the problem. Many then

behive urgently, So they make a Ess
decision, they try to specd along a pro-
cess. Thew set an carly deadline for a
committes to finish its work, What they
dion't do s o step back again, on the
balcony, perhaps, or with somehody's
heldp and ask themsebes, “Hey, this is
curious, 'm fecling awholly wrgent, |
winder what’s happening around me,
I bet there is urgency in the svstem,
Mavbe what | need to diodis calm people
clovarn, by all af ws some time, rather
fhan act ur|.|;|e_'.:|'|ll'!.I arel coume e a prem-
pure closure on g decision.

Bt muiny precple don't do thar, They
clon’t see that their own experience of
urgencyor frestration or anger or hopes
lessnesa is an indicetion of semething
amonngg the audience that they ve listen-
ing to, They need to probe, “Wait a
second, what's going cnwith them? I'm
fevling borpeless, | wonder if there is
hopelessncss here, I'm feeling angry, |
wimder i there ame some undereir-
rents here.”

I'me suggresting using voursell as a
bivroareer. OF course, peopbe are noo
baromerers. We fleer whar we bear,
and our foclings don't by any means
exacthy mirmor the feelings in the envie
rommesnl, B l'ht'::,-' CHn i awvicle olues,

Oibwicsly, listening is life saving b
cause otherwise vou'te nol going o
understand people’s stakes, whin
people value and the Iosses vou' re ask-
ing them oy deal with il vou're repee-
senting 4 challenging or deviam or cre-
anive idea

Without lixtening 1o poople’s stakes
amd porenal losses you cannol séner-
are a straregy 1o pace chede adjustment
pioecess, so thar they can then address
the questhon you'ne meising and ncor-
porate it fnio thete thinking,

Sixth, o seay alive, one also necds a
sanctuary. And L don't have amy pamicu-
lar sanciuary to recommaend. For somae
people it really s a religious place, a
formal instiution. For other people it
vl just be somenne’'s kichen table
ar it could be o local bar or e could be
a jogming trail or a tree that vou sit
Bemcath, But in our own professionil
lives, when we're moving fast—and |
think jourmalists wend o move fast a
Iot—you're thrown inta action, as is
certainly true for people trying o exer-



cise beadership, and we gencrally con-
ceive of sancowirics a5 an expomndable
lusury.

Sanciuaties are like portners and
winker coats. You've got o be able o
presceve some place where you can
hear yourself think again—ruo get away
from all the modse, from all dhe music,
from all the shouting, from all che dif
ferent peeople who ame expecting differ-
it things from vou,

Q.-— Hovw different is that frosm thae
peodmr pou mnace about having allies?

A —Well, allies are people youshar:
soame interests with but may also have
competing loyalties, A confidant is not
going to have strong competing loyal-
ties, An ally may be an ally on some
sy b also have competing logal-
biees, =0 it's not Gir o expect an ally mo
alwarys mke yvour point of view and mw
work on your behalf. We need hoth
kinds of partners.,

It'sclifferent from [what] asanctuary
may be— it's a good idea whar you'n
siying. You're saving that sometimes
youar cofidant can be your sancouary,
absolurely, Bur sometmes @ sanciuary
is a quier place where vou can be alone.

Seventh, o stay alive we need
manage ouwer human bangers. When
you're a person who plugs himsell o
hersell e 10000 volt sockers of clec-
mriciy, when you wer your fingers and
you stick vour fingers in the socker of
organizational and poliical Life, you'oe
conducting high voltage ecmotional cur-
FCOLs.

A communiey i tunmeedl, an organd-
Fation in disiress, a business with bos-
ing market share, a country with 2 mul-
viplicicy of pains and conflicts genene
intense passions, and one cnds up con-
ducting the clectricicy, the emotional
currents of one's constiluents. Those
currents go through us and they do
funmy things we us as indivdduals e
cavse people are nod desigoed o con.
dusct those kinds ofhigh voloages, People
WA l;k!-llﬁnl:'lﬂ tor live in communities
of 20, That's how we lived for four
million vears, from the time we firsg
branched ofl from the BrTAl apes, Hul:r
im the Bast b (D PEIr beave: s ]H’“é.ﬂ,.lll
1oy live inn |.'.u1_|.;|_' COMMITAIEGE S, Since agri-
culture, Before thar, wie lived in lole
bandds, 15 w0 25 peaple.

JOUEMNALIYT S TRHADE

S the head man o the dominant
female in & small band has 3 much
easier job. The emotional currents they
conduct when there's distress are wel)
within our capacity, compared g0 the
emational currentwhaen 10 people
are staring atl you o a million people
are sraring an you

Mo fourmalises fregquenihy write for
adliences of thowsands or millions of
people and so on some level yvou con-
duct current from those audiences, 1
there wis oo pwdience oul there, you
wiould feel differently abowt the article
that you were publishing or the TV
st that you waere producing

But bevause there is a bhig audience
gl vour koo et audience is goding Lo
b priggered in lods of different ways, it
affects vou, Certauinly, if you're an au-
tharity figure, or you're excrcising bead-
ership, then it affects you a lod aod i
doses unnaiural things w vou. These
emoticil currenis amplify our normal
huwman needs imo distoring, self-e-
structive behaviors.

Lest oo b mowe speecific. 1l juesa
mwention theee nomsl human needs;
there are oo more. Firse, we each need
0 feel important in our lives, Nobody
fikes o feel rhar they don't mater.
Everyhody wanits to feel thar they mat-
per, ety basic. But take somebody
whar i5 3 bt vulnerable reganding the
porml human oecd oo be fmpostani
andd plug them intoe a sineation whene
people are desperate for answers—iain
organizanon in disrress, a community
in distress. Pretry soon thar indevddwal
bregins tostan feelng that, “Goed, every-
body ds looking for me o have the
amswiers. People are crying out for the
answers. " And perhaps that incdivdal
does indeed have some arsaers. Bt
before yvou know it the need tor self-
importinee poes beyond the noomal
human need for significance, Itbemmes
grandiosity. And then you pet people
whio begin o think that they e got all
the answers and “veah, of cowrse vou
should be looking to me for all the
amswers, Because m Big Daddy o8 Big
Mommoy and | knose whit we all should
b dhoings ™

In the endd it's often guite seli-de-
structive Deciuse the H|:||1|:I:'|.:|~ui.l:|- -
erates i chnamis inwhich peopls keep

looking o you to pull the next abhic
ool the har and vou keep having vobe
a bewer and betier magician. Pretoy
soan there are no more rabbits o pukl
aut af the hat because society is really
facing & set of probiems for which you
don’t have any casy answers and then
they kill you off,

Aarcrs was oosavior in bis day. Anad
fovr a lest o preogle, 5o was Duvalier and
lats ofother dictnors. They didn’reome
o pover just by brute [oece—they came
b pevwncr because many peopie adored
them, because they booked like the nest
hope. And it took awhile belfore people
realieed, “Hey, wiait a secomd, we're nod
reaching the promised kind,” 5o the
grandiosity is destractive 1o the com-
munity because it breeds an addiction
aof deperdency on the authonty fgure
for answors.

Amother noemal humean need: poswer.
Everybody needs 1o foel some sense of
conteol oF power. There is not anybody
who lkes o feel powerless in theic
liwes, But you take somchody who has
almt rwere ol vulnerabiliny and you gt
them dnte a situation that is chaotic,
where people are desperare for the
reatotion of ooder—you know, Pena.
Aned le and behold, somebody comies
alomg whe is goang to scstore oedor and
poople love it for awhile.

The problem s when that power-
hungry person docsn’t see the restora-
ricn of onder as simply a wmode noa
larger strategy of getting that society
hack cnods feer, they begin o think
mainiaining order is the norm that
needls e be meaintaioe d. And wich them,
of couirse, in the power position.

Third, we need o ik aboar sex
Fvervhody's got the need Ffor infimacy
Everyboudy nesecs to be helol, When vou
tuke somebaocdy who is very busy serv-
ing as the contining vessel of a large
soocial system and they 've got to hold i
all mwgether, it really amplifies one’s
ooam meed oy et held, People don’
kericvae what g0 ooy with ghar Craving Lo e
beebel welren they*me hofding together mon
just asmall Band of 20 people buowhen
thiey re hoddmg 10000 o 10 million
people ina process. iEeeally powerfully
wmplifies their own need o ger very
basic kinds of gracfication, 5o extraor-
clinary people sometimes cngage in very
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selfdamaging behavior becawse theyve
overshelmed by their osen hunger oo
ot held.

For example, an ceteaoedinary leader
Hkee Martin Luther King coubed nor fully
contaim his o sexual hongers, He
kmew that the FBIL wias wirerappring his
phone Hnes and seill could non commml
himself, His onam handlers soere pelling
him, “Listen, Martin, you'vee ot o ool
it.” 5o | think it's really important for
jowrnalists tor hive comipassion ot the
same thme as we might b morally out-
raged

Q. —But not all keaders behave like
Econedy or Clinton., Notevery leader
sgiemis to fecl the hungers thar voee
tlkimg alwoaar,

A.—Right, they have different hun-
Hiers.

Q. —Well, should we respect people
whas ciom comired that homzer, becaiuse
the prices of satisbing can be quite
damaging?

A.—absolutely, By compassion, |
don't mean that vwou justfy it or legin-
e i | just meean thar ar leass we
mnight understand thacthey've up agains
something thar's very difficult foe them
o manage and there are reasons why
that's hard o mamage. that it not only
comes out ol theis personal paychology
Dbur also coanes owl of the role s
they're playing in & system in which
they're conducting lois of cleowicing

Tstill think we need o st a sundard
whiere they have o contaln themselves,
their grandicsity, their power hungers,
of their needs bor sexual granfication.
Bur it's a wowgh standand for somss
ol boomaser

s w litle different for men and
women, rom wheat | understand. Mo=
women seem o know, ar least most
women that [ have spoken wo, that vou
may be momentarily aroused sexually
hy a position of power in which people
AT III._.,-I\I.'I'I EER] ':.'I:IIL M‘hll‘ll;_'t'il'ﬂd'_"l-i I'It'l;,'.;_l,l_'ldﬂ_'
vo are in @ power posigion, But vou
silsey Kmcswy hsil it's lli-II'I.HI.,!I'lI:H.I.'i fen led
avhody crosss that bowndary because
you're easily discredited if you let any-
l'n:'u:_l:r' OOy t||u1 I'u:1|.|r||:h|r_|.'

I aoman “tikes yis,” v e “tikin,”
ancd iy hord o e thar person’s boss
Sih wanmed ik 1'|-mi;il1|:!||:H: o suarherity,
and in professional life n general, tend
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to spend s o of time, a ot of psvehic
energy mainiining o boundary, pro-
teetineg themsel ves—om guard, abaayea
brebe b (v gy sl moght come on
o them. Becaise many women spend
so0 minch thime in o chromically how-
grade diswrusting suane, the challenge
soimetimes is nor how womden can con-
tihn themselves ot how tedet the guand
dowmwhendt's thme to gohome and ic's
time tox gt their necds met. Tntimacy,
really geecd qualiny inolmecy, reguices
wruse, You have o open up. Inomecy
reepuires mruse, s §r's diffiouls oo do i
youn e spending all vour time in bow-
grade chronke distrust. %o | think that
women sometimes nocd help in
trivnsitieening frosm professiomal cole o
prersorl Dk,

O of theways in which women can
help the msebres—men can hefp them-
sehvess in this way, tDo—is o Come up
with various ransiticnal rtweals, For
exiimpe, take a bath, change clothes,
g0 for a ride, have a drink, get somie
eercise, meclitle, pray or tuern oo soome
roick s roll s amed charsce—asoume-
thingg thit I:'It,.-lp's VO O back 1o WO
self, which is much bigger than the role
that vou have been plaving, s0 that you
can then operare in your oon personal
life withowt being consumed by your
rorle

Men have a different problem—hbow
do they comtain themselves? Women
are s0oused 0 contzining themselves,
it's sometimes @ challen ge i e
uncomitained. Heal iy recuinres whcin-
dlom, Men, on the other haod, are olien
vulneralle o sesual aroel haeiaoase
thvey are in a prosivion of poswer and they
are comdlucting a kot of needs of othor
people, Their cso naings st ampli-
fivrel alsiy Bwrcawse somue women s als
st e men in positions of power
and sothey get advancesmade iowands
them, And culiurally men are just be-
ginnme to learn deeply that actng on
their desire @5 going o dhumage them-
selvies. Sothe challenge foemen, Dok,
s o mintaln the boundary bepween
theem endd ether people in an appropi-
ate way so they don't do damage oo
woomien, and so they don't do damage
in the work place by sleeping with the
witing poople

How can men help themselves o
conviin themselves® That's maybe the

Bired (MW I:ilﬂ.‘hl.u::lrl. There Hl_:l:i:l:l“:r' 5 T
clrug for that, Some people in the inter-
Face Berween paychistey and the crimi-
nal justsce System suggest thal wee ought
o castean: repeat sexual offenders, But
thar |:|nl'!.' winrks with ;hllul 5 [erveni ol
secual offenders Beciuse most sexl
arciisi] s nor hommonal The fantasy.
EeNeraing processes are in your mind;
siru dlon't need the hommsones anvmor:
tor e fuendsel on. Al vow need is fantasy,
e the capacity o consiruct ansics

S0, whar can men do? I's a real
problem, 1 think one way s 10 remem-
ber the distnooion between self and
pole, to remember that when peoplc
adore you o love vou oF crmnc anio
yiordd, s i yod. I thie supermarket,
v "l just be aposther middbe-aged, bakd-
ing gy pushing the grocery cirt.

.—Its hard 1o convince them it's
niol themm.

A— It's hard, but it"s oo theme. Ie's
really the other person's mirage, where
the other person hopes 1o get by some-
hiova pairing or mating with somebody
in PR,

Q. —50 you gera 75-year-obd power-
ful man leaving his wile and family for
a 20-vear-odd himbao

A, —This is my all-purpose prescrip-
gicw, Men owght to have a photograph
bl poster-size ot on the back of
their door so they can really see how
they look-==with a littke Baoly Dylan
phraise ar the bodtom thar savs, “Ieain'y
mie, Babe, i0win 't me you ‘e looking for,
Babe "

There is a necd o genesie soeme
disciplining sct of activitics that can
helpaman contain himselUso he docsn's
destroy evervrhing he stands for. King
almost destroyed evervihing be stood
for. loeeould have been o great tragedy,
All of his power came from moral au-
thority, 50 he was cnomaously valner:
able o any kind of moral charge.

My elghth and kst idea s not so
mutch staving prodessionally alive as
about about ket ping vour soul alive,
Cine needs oo distinguish one’ssense ol
purpose from a specilic purpose,

My guess is that yvou like o do re-
peirting on issues thar coung, on things
thar mutter, on things thar mke a dif-
feremee o pecypd e, Aot of peopdi spendd
a lomg time in one ceganiztion and



then something happens where they
come tor the end of that line, They have
tor shifi pears. Mavbe that organkeation
cliaaesor |‘|1:l:r'|1r ||‘Il_'.:¢l'!|;\'l_'| fered, O rni|}+.||_-
l|'|l|:g.- WEPE .'ru"l':llmll."l.l ben Febire af S0 or
maybe the organizition doesn’t want
somebody doing thar job at the age of
S What huppurm LEr 10Ty rll.,!l_:lr.lli_" anl
thar rransimon podint 5 thal they dig
insiche, they shrivel o They shrivel up
becauss their sense of TSR TR is lowst,
and prople necd 4 sense ol purposs
and meaning o make their lives feel
rich.

Well there = a difference between
Baving a speci e parpose and asense of
purpose. A sense of purposes is moree
like what we had s wenagers, where
wi i an amorphowus sense that there
weres Joes of wavs wie could make meian.
ing in Lfe, lots of wavs we could do
wseful and poosd dhimges o odne of hall
a dozen would have been fine. As a
pee mager we were asking the quescion,
“Whit weould be owoeth dobng, wha
worled be valuszble?” Thar's a sense of
purposs,

By the timee you gee to be 30 o 50
yearsold you stop asking that question,
Yowu et attached o dhe pamicular ve.
hicle and lose sight thar there are so
mzny different ways o bie comeributing.
Wie lorget ahout our capacity to gener-
ate real specific parposes, Any more
CUESLInS]

Q..—-—Ihn:mﬂl]:;ul.ll,‘nh:il: alsis reguin
maryvrdom or the willingness o be a
MAreyr?

A, —I think leadership does reguire
the willingness to die, but 1 think mer-
cerclomn i salmost always Fodile and s
destructive o the public, 1o progress
King's leming himself ger assassimted
was a sirategic blunder on his pan, of
major proportions. Marmrdom minkes
people permancotly addicted o you,
heeause you dic with the magic and
nodboidy can replace. you becawse no-
hewdy clse can have the magic s the
magic Iz never then re-owned by the
1_'|:_1mn'||,:11i|::|.'

Magic was mover o him. He was an
extracrdinery strategist, an cxtracedi-
nary speaker, and he was alde o speak
(o the pations values, American values,
in avery powerinl way, The words that
b wsesel, thee ol that bae po ine chem
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and his strateey of public demonsiea-
e were brdlame. Bue if he had died a
quiict, boring death, other people would
have come along,. People were already
coming along.

Q. —What do vou mean by thar?

A.—He knew thar he should have
stoppicth. A yisir before he e killedl. b=
scaicl, I ami really tiresl, 1 want to takes g
sabbaical, T want oo step down,” And
thie Penple around him zaid, “No, vou
can't do that, Martin, We need vou in
this role, the country is Rlling apart, it's
1968, vou've ol o stay there™ He
ke thian he samas in 1L'.1:|:|gl;-.r He v
valked abwoun it the might before he o
Killedd. 1 ahimk thin people who have
vory big aspiragions, a8 he did, i make
a groat dilference, operate with the
image that martyrodon is an okay thirge,

There's a EempEation i I'l'|i-l|'|:|-'l'|:||:IITI.|
because when vou'ne Baent out, when
woru e eshaosted, suervrdom abmose
feels like & relief, a justificaton. | think
that King spoke in those tlerms, 5o
think it was an creoe 1 alao think it was
an error [or Jesus oo gt himscelf Kilked,
because | think his death became more
significant then his message. This mes-
sape was crifcally important. Instexd,
what bescame most impeocsn e e
s 2 000 vears wis the Bact of his death,

O — Bt withouwt i, 1 don't think the
meessage would have been as significant
i history, Jesus's death was part of the
[IFTRS.

A—ell, a whole theology was cre-
ated around the death thae makes the
cheath meaningful. T can’t argue with
that thesdogy, F'moonly trying e be
:nil.:fg..;l.".'uu[i",'. |||:|:|.'|5-|_r a lidiles fowy IRV
tives. Theere e WY ru:'n:lph.-:rl.- l‘l_'TI'll_'Il‘l:_'l]
o manrtvedloom, particulary m'n]"lll;' vl
tendd ter e a bit grandiose, tt marctyr
chiwim 15 A wav of confirming theie signilis
cance historically, and also @ way ol
sohen i looks painful and bopsaeless, as
I think icdid fre King in 19068

Sev, | osay that because its my job o
try 0o say to poople, “Look, don't get
seduced into mactyrdom. Don't theow
vour Hife awiy. Live a niee long lifc and
ilie quictly and give the magic back oo
people and ler other people succced
virn sindd et thes process continue wich-
ot you, Don't create a canondzesd ad-
diction.” W

Geneva Overholser
Conflict of Interest,

Double Standard?

Pastires i T W i o e Py

Usi ot thvigg b 1ef] one st ehan dheey ot

iy e lnovchy or fusy @ beket Far i s

ifg event. Sul whest doowe bose when we
say thiy musin 't kel & Girk Scoin ireg, senee
oa the local muscum board or join ather
commanity efferts diat would pal them in
fonch with people and caose them (o Bnd oul
thirgs

Maost amazing of all, while we've clesr tha
no o eliter should mounlight by editing
annal reports, nor sy reporter head s
fonn’s Dnited Wi, sy andsng us are B
with jonrmalisis going o iekevision and
prosouncing opon the people and evenis thiy
emer—cumplele with nameplates 1o nske
atnre evervoie Knows whiom they wiork fag
| think b dhefirese is that this is analysds,
apiron. That's halonesy, These shews do nist
seck quiel reflection. They want opinion. ibe
hostber the heticr, Al they get i Beporiees lell
vivwisrs how abnimed the Bonse mujority
beader's pedformance was, how patlwetic the
vice presidene’s tnip o China, where the Lales
searll ranks om g scale ol goe b 10—z
then turn seomngd and depois on the hapless
afficial, .. surely this says we have ksl oor way
wlien Ib conmss te sssiering cillzes il our
miffls are opes,

It seems so ol of Kilber 1 albow the one sl
forrliel the iher that Moz gropesd for am
explanation. Perbups i's this: reportens o
b0 g o belevisom, Odben they'me paid b,
Tl re seee and heand, sd ger spesch and
bimik olfers. Howeer elear it is tha TV
appemanees do much more o udermine e
apparance of ehjecivie, its & ol exser o
sk a stalfer i fovg the FTA, B—Gomern
Orerbolaer, Chrldemam of The Washugion
Pt in ber Al 27, 17 ool
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Technology

When Push Comes 1o Shove

By Tosm Recax

orseverl months pow, I've heard the manera of “push™

shouted from the mountiin tops by on-line media

experts and pournalists, (Push refers to the method of
delivering oo-line readers their information chrowgh a vadety
of methods, as opposed 10 having them come angd find it,
sometimes called “pull.”) Basically, the mamtes sound like
this: “Push is the publishing method of the fuure "

1 submit thar this Statement s nod entirely roe,

There are o reasons why push won'the the phenomenal
success most on-ling publishers want it oo be: (A 1E's Gir ioo
intrusive and bandwidth hungry for the average wser, and (B)
It e pemeds too-mue b on the TV model and folks, U'm somy 1o
pelll o bat the 1TV miodel will not work on the Wieh.

Lecs deal with {(A). Like most Web lemmings, 1 down:
loaded PodntCast's push softwane because there was such a
hiot buez abour pash wechnobogy, The downlioad was huge
and required quite a bitof tweaking to get the news L wanted,
As soon as | findshed and acmially launched cthe program,
FoiniCast procecded o mke over my compurer. And ler me
el vou, it was a bostibe turnover,

Every time | stopped typing for more than a few seconds,
up popped PointCast, slowing down my machine, hogging
bandwidth, and taking forever to po away when [ wanted o
resume work on my deskrop, This continued several maore
times, until I had had enough. All of my co-sorkers had the
same experience, They downlosded the program, tried it,
shrigked in horror and then threw it away faster than you can
sy "empty trash.”

Churs wias nof 3 unigque expericnce, One company thar the
e-Monitor worked with oo the West Coast ordered all of irs
tm;‘l-ln‘:.l'-l:l':.ﬁ 0 (ke PodntCase off their machines becaose of
sitnibar problems.

(To be Fir to PointCase, the company has eried to fix some
of these problems in its [atest version, but how well they've
done is a matrer of opdnion.

Which brings us to a peoblem thar almost all push ech-
nologies face—it may be okay oo use this soell an the office
where, if you're really lucky, you might have access tood T-1.
Bt who the hell is gokng oo use it ar bome? And wiy weould
I bother when | can just flick on the tube, turn on CNN, and
use my plvore line to confer about the latest workd cvent with
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my minther? Beally fast Ineenet home connectivity is sl
three 1o five vears away [ noc longer) for the vast majoriny
of the nation, lee alone the rest of the world,

Which brings us to poant (B.) The biggest reason | like the
Inernet is that I get oo decide where Twant to go and whan |
want o see, And this s whart drives publishers and adve rrisers
ey, Publishers, whio have invested lois of money in their
Web sives, really don't want vo wait undil 1 feel like | want o
visit them again. They want to control the visitation rights,
Which is why they desperately wang oot the Wil into just
another hangout for vimual couch potaroes. Thus the push—
TV moadel.

Unformunagely, most of what pers pushed ar you on st
push engines is rebashed wire stuffand tons of ads. (50 in that
stense, it really is like TV.) But as [sald above, the TV moded
just doesn 't work on line. [ believe most people do nos wiant
toxbet someone else inthe virual driver's seat when they're on
limie:

There is, however, one form of push thar 1 think will
succeed—E-mail push. More and more on-line publications
offer BE-mail editions or feamures. Unce | subscribe, the mate-
rinl gets pushed o my E-mat] boe, | can ook st itwhen | want
iy, it doesn’t tic up a lot of bandwidth, and with the new
HTML E-mail programs avallable, i€ is just as dich in graphics
and sound as anything tha | can get from a Push channef.

Tovuse the paper maodel, it really is home deliveryin the old
sense of the word. The “virtual™ paper comes to vour door-
stiep, you read it when you want to repd i and you also get
ro pick what you want to read.

IFoneline publishers are smar, they'll spend thelr tme and
money looking intg E-mail push. The push markes will
probably areecs aboul 20625 percent of on-line asers. A nive
niche, but not the golkd mine thar so many are predicting. And
when push does come b0 shove, Ul put my money on E-mail
push o be the one that goes the distance, long after on-line
readers have growon tined and dericaccd with ather forms of

o Began 0 she Manegrng Ediior aft The Civintian Scienre
Monsears Oh-line St Hir borepage i ar prgpaonwr, s comd’
e T amelear. il
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Spain’s Shadows From the Past

By JosE A, MARTINEZ-S01ER

T WETILY Years agn, [wo years afier
the death ol Ge neralissimo Fran-
clsco Franco, Spankards vored
foor thee first cime inthedr Bves. For those
of us who grew up in the dictarorship
that fiest trip oo the paolls was like a Fiest
Communion. 4 new sacrment than
wonild ercalfter ldencify us as belevers
in democracy and members of a langer
world community thar ablded by a gen-
cral crecd of cenain righits, freedoms
andd ohligations.

In & natonal consensus (o move
ahcad, the past was o b burked and
forgiven, There waould be no reprisals,
narwarcrime erials from che O] War of
193065 1934, The sins of our fnthers from
hath sides of the war that claimed the
Hwves of over one million people were
wiped clean.

Adolfo Swirez, a former high govern-
ment official during the dicaatorship
metamorphosed ineo a4 champion of
democracy and charismatic leader of a
newly formed center right party, won
the frst elections in 1977, The Socialis
Farty, persecuted during the dictaor:
ship, won the next elections of 1982
The victory of the left, without violence
O RCW COUR anempis, was our oough-
st test of fith, The ghosts from centuo-
ries of civil wars, intolerance, perscen-
ticn ancl i|:|.||14i:-.i|i|:1:|:| Wit ﬁl1.l“"-'1]il| [{8]
resl.

Lagt wear, after 14 years o snooes-
sively clecred Socialist governments,
we Gced oue second test with the elec-
toral victory of the right—their first
peaceful eturn o power in Spenish
biistory, Mo middle-aged, spane of us
are sEarming to e creepy feclings again
Like the warning of the licde gicl in
“Profrergeist,” wie are hearing moee ancd
o cries off "'I"|!b|.':|-":‘1,: hack!™

Thee authorvitarian cempration thar is
s thinly disguized in the new conserva-

—They're Back

tve gosernment of José Marla Asnar,
has in just one year sinoe (18 NaAFFOW
victiry stiored alarm—sometimes out-
right paranoda—that is only oompre-
hensible within the congexn of smobd er-
ing emibers beft over from pvoceniries
af clvil wirs,

Many of us had been looking for-
wird tor a conservative victory Lo con-
solidate the democratic process and
buiry forever the fear of ghosts from our
Eascist past, Wiewere also punishing the
arrogance of the former socialist Party,
which despite having modernized both
sicicty amnd the coomomy over the last
14 years, was shrouded ina dense tog
of poditical scandals and commaprion,
The winds of change were blowing and
many felt we needed fresh air

But we soon became alarmed with
whar we inwrpretcd as swaggering
abuse of posrer and were taken aback
by the muzdling, purging and persecy-
ton of critical journalises and privne
media groups that were not docile with
the new government. The suRcorLs
use of the state apparatus for reprisals
and partisan revenge by the legitimate
victors of the elections began forcing
wider and wider sections of ﬁ-rﬂln'x
predoming mtly politically contrisy pog-
Lation to chise sides once again, reluc-
tanthy and with a ey heart,

Bitter accusations fy back and forth
mererss osled harvicsches 3 an acrid b o ul
intolerance sertdes in. Meucrality and
impartiality are thrown 1o the winds
bogh in pourmalism and in the judicial
system, the two main pillas of any
dermos ey

Once again we are being asked,
“Sihich siche are vou ond” Andl fear—we
hope unjustified, overhlown, or mere
pamnoig—beging w ruste deep in a
forgoiten cornce of the collective
ooy of sy amiddbe-aged o ani-

Framcosst, Again we talk abowt what we
Spaniards have always called the two
spains; the so-calbed Black Legend Spain
of the Inguisition {iooslitarian, inmoler-
ant and clerical) and the Mustrated
Spain dlibeeral, progressive and Erasmist)
ciermally comdemned w0 burn ar the
stake or weexile when the other side is
in povwet.

The Spanish press has sadly become
decply divided, I's again become nec-
easaey to by rwo papees o eead oppos-
ing versiona of the same evient and then
ligure ot a more plawsible in-berween
interpretition. Onee again we idenufy
ench other by whar paper we read,
Cce again we are wrning to the for-
cign peess o pet a more balanoed view
ol whan is !‘l.;lr.l||-l|.‘|'|i|'|;é; 10 AT COUTY

Some journalisis are ol even on
speaking werms with thedr colleagwes
ot thee other sice of the barricade. Po-
litical radio and television talk shows

Jord Auroiiie Meariines-Soler, @ 1977
Nigmian Fallow, har been the founding
Edisgr-Llirector of varioid indfasiaes and
et et Ficling Dobdsn and Historia
Triternvacional, Giacesd de des Negocies and B
Sl Wl Edirar rg-.l"n"iln:lr'.-.lfd'.l.l i TUF6E, fe ar
.I:'f.lf.ﬂ.-\.ll.'ll-ln.e-'r.ll and .:mrru'm-.".ﬁ:_.-l.l:-.-.lr.-a:.ujn']':.-ﬂ:r
forcer fowr mensby affer Cremeral Framen s
dearh, Currently be wwiter @ weekiy sprd)
carted business column for the Barcelona based
daily, Bl Periodicr de Casalura,
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that uscd o anempt (o present avanchy
of opinkons have beoome increasingly
opessided, hurding Invectives agalnst
the oppeosing viewpoing, Manipulation
and purges within the state-controlbed
media {eelevision, rdio and the stte
newswire Agencin EFE) have become
s rowrine as o be no longer even
n[wxwwrlh}'

A honcired pournalesns in ol
the northepswern region of Spain, de-
nounced st fung “the authorimarizn
abuse and discriminarory actions of the
ﬁrw_'l_'nmunt_lﬂ.kl:n iIH.HiII:d; ﬂnl]‘l-:l Priza,
'[in.lpu Aot and s tebevision neiwork,
Angena 3, and 'l"-ru:pq‘:- Ié, the three
rmisclin l'ln::||4.|.h1.1.|p: that were Borm with
demmocracy. The statement, which wis
also signed by dogens of intelleciuals
anil artisis. conglemned the Yineder-
e, threats, amd 1.1.'||M|-r:J:|i|'!|" agarinst
these press conglomeraies and warncd
theat “freedom of cxpression is danger-
oaisly an risk in Spain,” The first vear of
conserviLtive govermment has peodueed,,
accomreling vor this group ol Catalan jour-
isilisgs, “a significant step ackwand” in
ke righits and feedoms of journalises
to inform the public.

nionie Asensia, Chairman ol
Carupen Seta (which ineludes e
first prrivate pelevision network,

Antea 3, and the seeond largest news-
paper of Spain, El Periodico de
Catalunya), supported Aznar’s Popular
PFarty during the clectoral campaign
andl his publications were eritical of the
scandal-ridden Socialist Pamy. Lasy
spring he confessed in public thar be
“weps afrdd™ of the Government, send-
ing shock waves throughown the Span-
ish press. Before a Congressional com-
mittee he estified that the Prime
Minister's spokesman had threatened
hm with prisomn if he did not follos the
government's recommendations in the
emerging business of digital pelevision
and the reeransmission of soocer games.
[The spokesman first denied the com:
mient, then sgid that iF be had said i, i
wis within the conext of g Friendly
coirmvesrsatiom Eaben o of coniext, )
.ﬂ.hrF:IHIH|I.l.|:!]llﬂ_l.‘r\ll.,'\vliII‘H_".BI.:I\-'I‘TIIIIIEII|
By sharing bis exclusive rights overtebe-
vised socoer games inoan agreement
with the Pay-TV of Grupo Priss, the
publizshers of Bl Pais, Spain's leading
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paper andl liberal symbol of the demo-
cratic transithen. The government ac
cuses Jesus de Polanco, chairman of
Corup Prisa, of having received privi-
leges and Fvorable treatment from the
Formier Socilist Government, 8 vague
acousation that many feel may have
somme basis o e The paper was scen as
[Fr T llll’lillﬁhll-l]l much of
thve 14 yeziry oil Soscialist ru!r;', 1.|:-E'h|:|i.lr. s
criticisms of scandals and corrption,

Posaneg, in e, has sccused the
government of womiitigating  harass-
n!l:1'|'|.—ir'|-:_'||.|.i.|:i|'|“n1r:lm‘ii?t:ll.:niﬁl:lﬁ:‘lll
firccted cxclusively against the eco-
eovmiic interests of his group—awhich he
hais deseribed as “an aack againse the
frecdom of business enterprises in gen-
cril acvd an intent to cut back our free-
chowm ol information

In a surprising pariamentary ooali-
pienry with Communises, the vight wing
povernment wis able ro push through
pacliament legislation governing digl-
el 1T directod specifcally against Croapo
Prisa

The pewvermment reguired the use of
multi-purpose decoders, making
Polanco's digital TV equipment already
im use in the market illegal, and de-
creed that the TV venture must shaee its
cxclusive rghts 0 hrosdeast soccer
matches thar it had alecady paid Ffor
with meney that the soocer clubs had
already spenc. (The Communist party
wacked on anamendment nsisting that
the stave would not have o pay any
compensation for these lost rights.)
Broadeast soccer games were declared
by decree po be “in the general ineresg™
ancd therefore could not be exclusively
owned or scrambled on pap-TV,

Meanwhile, the government backed
a rival digital TV project led by
Telefonica, the recently privagized
former tebephone monopaoly, which will
noi e |:_1|:u;=r;|l|'r|H wniil ithe [all
Telelmica's clec wlers, naot e o the
mgrket, fullill the multi-purpose de-
coding rules,

Canal + of France, a partner in the
-"-_[!ill'l-i-hh l'!l::llfllng l_'l:l'['!'l-il'_lll;‘"l:l by Polanean
anel other private Buropean TV et
works, denounced “Spanish violations
of Buropean Lo, ” The European Codn-
mission initiated procedures o sanc-
ticwn tha: Spanish Governmentand asked
th: Everespesan Union Court for imemeedi-

| ate profective measares to prevent i

reparable damage” w the economic
inerests of the holding

Unclanneed, the povernment ardened
a private investigation of the TV ven-
tures of Grupo Frisa (Sogecable and
Canmal +) which were leaked v a right
wimyg magarine, Fpoca The :1|||:.|Ei.:_':|;-
tiow of the i:|11.'|.'.u|!:ig.|[i|.:||: pmn:;ﬂu{l Al
extravagant jucicial persecution agrinst
Polaneco, deagging him wo court in front
ol paparazd flashlighnz. (The repormer
who wreote the story, Miguel Plawdn,
wis later appomited Chicl News Direc-
e of the state-owncd newswine,
Agencia EFE. He denicd his appoint-
ment s due o government Apprecis-
rion for his artiebe. )

he investiga g magistsee, favice
I Ceme de Liaho, whose rulings
against Prisa woere overmiemod
tour mes by hipgher cowrs, and who ks
a frequent dinmer comygean ion of Bpocas
cditor, Jaime Campmany, banned
Polasncofrom leaving Spain. Under poes-
surd froem his peers, the magistrate later
gave Polanco permission po go oo the
Undted Staes o reochve an honocary
docrorate from Beown Lniversity for
his “commitment o denocsitie ide-
als "

Critdcal jouwrnalisis saw Spanish jus-
tioe, envielogped] invacious scandals cha
have tarndshed the judicial repuaation,
become mone of 3 Latn soap opera
than & guarances of impartiality, Politi-
cal arbltrariness and judicial insccurity
are now additional risks,

Arnar's supporers contend the
Former Socialist govermment wias worse,
anud indeed, the margin of misdaing is
certniniy wide,

The Polanco alfair and the bizarre
judicial proceedings against his grouap,
bas pitted the government and iis sup-
pr:l‘l_if‘q_g ress ;-IE:-ILr'L'H; the Prisa press
rlll.pin:" amel % AU Oriers, Wiih the
press entrenched on ong side or the
other over the affair, any impartiality
and ohjectivity bas bong cvaported. A
msesre: balamced] version of the seanckal
can be fwacd in the foreign press: The
Mew York Times, The Financial Times
anid other Europein newspapors.

Antonio Franea, the Editor of El
Periddicn de Catalunyva of Asensio's



Conapo Zeta, called on jourmialisis "o
join in @ commoen front against the
Popular Party offensive against the
press. '['111: vury survival of thie inde-
ru:rﬂ;_h:ul.'pn.ﬂm'in al & k.-l.ﬂ.:_"l'lﬂ warned in
a recent conference, “We must uivdler.
stind] that we are if g moment afwar . in
a state of exceplion.” These are power-
ful woords in Spain, Shadows feoam the
st

Hundredls of ineelleciuals from Spain
arud around the workd along with Earo-
pean newspaper editors rallled o the
Trrisa couse signing a protest manifeso
against the Spanish government and its
harassment of the ant-government
press was deja vae: righieous deno-
cratht Europe and leh wing intelleotu-
als unired againsg the susplcious Span-
ish poovernment. “There they pooapsin!’

Former Socialist Premier Felipe
Gonziler, accwsed his successor of
“breaking the mailes of the democranic
game on a Buropean level” and has
asked Parliament o investigane the
“abuses of power™ of the executive
bramch ygainst the press,

Meedbess posay, the right wing Fopu.
lar Party quickly demanded a similar
investigation of the 14 years of Socialist
government, to which the Sodalists
responded by lengthening the investi-
Batkon pi;-rh_u;j ier ke ':I'i"'.‘"" ool the Franco
dictatership, The Popular Party rewwrned
that the Socialist Party <does not have
any moral authority or legitimacy o
even mention abuse of power or becak-
ing democratic rules afeer all the scan-
dals in their government. They refer w
ehwe scanclal of rogue Civil Guard and
police officers who allegedly used mer-
cermiry hit sguads to murder suspecued
Basgue tereocists in France o the carly
clays of the Socialist povernment.

Then the unspeakable happencd:
the former Sociallst Senare chairman
called the newly appolnted Chicl Stan:
Prosecutor 2 “Francodst.” This was the
first mc sinee the death of the dictator
that anyone publichy dug oot the past
The “clean slate” consensus that made
the peacetul trinsition possible was
broken

A Pandiora's bos of historieal vende:-
s s m}wnr_wlu-.lj, u.l::rl:lli'rrup-n Prisa’s
publications began digging out the
Francaist past of supporters of Aznar,
El Paiscolumnists dragged ot undema-
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Hong Kong Story—a Paradox

By RicHArRD READ

e moke than G000 joue-
nalists comverged on Hong
Eorng last summer for one of

the contury's biggest stories, many ox-
pecicd cmotions oo nan high.

Britain, after all, imended o hand
over this budding democracy and para-
woin of caplralism o China, the authaori-
tarian behemodh still noominally com-
mitted to communizm. Handover
corcmonices at midnight fune 30would
close the curtains on the Britishempire
and celebrate a new cra of Chinese
Ascendancy

Thesrefore many i the medlia anicis
pated wsort of Gil-ofthe-Berlin Will in
reverse, with panicky citieens, distrught
codomialists and grim-Geed Chinese
soldiers driving Tiunanmen-Squarc-vin-
tage anks through the Centeal G-
cial districe, All thar, plus the handover

cratic deils from the fascist pastofthe
Edivor of Epoca, Tabme Campmany
Aoorar himsell conbessed "l1rI:IEI':IUI'|1.t
wehmination” for his Hrulldf:l!lurl‘“. a fa-
|||.-|_:ﬂ,|5jn;_||,|rn;l|ia-| andd edivor of the !'-‘.|::m-
ish Republic, Manuel Aznar, who
switched siches in the Civil War o be-
come an ardent (and for half of Spain,
infamons) suppoctee and propagandist
ol the Fascist dictaorship
Crowernment inpervention and offi-
cil reprisals in the press have pro-
voked divisions among the conserna-
vives as well, Carlos Mendo, a Popular
Farty Member of the board of the state
contralled Television Espanofa (TVES,
resigned his poss saying, “as a consera-
civee It ks difficult io support & party theg
patronizes stame interventionizm in
spmething das sacoed @ the maedia”
Mendo, BEdicor of the Intermtional di-
ik of El Pais and fouanding journalise
of the paper. was forced o choose
between his employer or his party,
Thiere are still minoriey seciors ofthe
Eastist rigght wing=—the so called *Jusis-
sic Park” wing—thit have not forgiven
history lor having condemned (orever
their parents or grandparents as the

T-shirts, commemorative reporting
purcs andd other cool sl in the press
kits muache this one-tinse CVent an enic
ing story

Thee reality was bess stark, but maore
interesting, For all of the handover's
pomp and ceremony, this was a subile
stony layered with paradoo.

Those who stock aeound (some
batiled out for Caumbodiay and waded
through Hong Kong's Aooded strects
{somne erhers closcied themsclves in
the cavernous press oo crcounicred
conflictingemaotions, colliding culmres
and cherished hopes for this enclase
and = onee and fatare ruler,

“Forcign journalists cither expect
penple o be weeping and running
arciuand in cickes, or they expece people
103 be juslwilame, ” sabkd Hong Kong legisla-
ror Margarer N "But we have been

“hrad” o “guilny” side of the civil war,
despite arrocives commined by both
sides in the fghting Thanks o the
fascist victory, aided by Higler anc
Mussolini, democratic reedoms wene
suppressed foralyenrs under a sharmge
ful dicrarorship that isolated Spain from
the rest of democratic Europe.

Theere are mowe ancl more dhisturbing
examples every day thar ball” of the
vty nbserves with nerousness,
Sschool teachers rom varkous regions
ol Spainw o raveled recently wo Madd
foar s awsthorieed demonisesition against
a transfor of See fonds feome poddic
schoeals o privare Catholic schools were
imvestigated by the Civil Guoard. Their
mames were jormed dowmon lsts, just as
in the old days.

W had forgotten the bone chilling
shivers we el when we saw ournanes,
onoe again, written down in o polioe
nedchomk for partici pating namactivity
thart criticizes the government,

&haaddors From che past, The canoons
anl comics in the press that joke
“They're back!™ are starting t0 make us
nervens. 1l

Mieman Beports [ Fall 1997 73



living with this for the list 13 years,
goding o work, paving the rent and
geating the children o sehool

M wes oo of thaose with thes s po
lose From the handover, and one of G
dozen people—ranging from o cab
diriver to aoourageous locnl mewspaper
editor—whom 1 followed during
hamlower wesek, Hersimoarion illosieoss
| ||:1|p|g Hun!.;'i. beistraric] crossroiscls arsch
the: international media’s approach as
the heavily hyped handomver Ioomisd.

When vobers swept Mg into office
W YEATS 0, shie I_':-iE_l.'l-'l':.-' anticipated a
|;:1-I.:I:I'-’:|"I'ilr term, Bui om the Mooday
|'|||1rni|1g that | s psen with hq-r, S0 -
tered the legislamure’s hushed chame-
biers with a brel bow and began the last
wizekbongsesson of her truncated term,

| watcherl as Jr.-giu]:.l!nrﬁ rmashes] o
debaie 30 bills in g beseclivch efMoet o
imfluence Llife in the territory aflter the
handover. Beijing planned o replace
the: eleeted boshy with a handpicked
Provwasscangd ].:_'p.'j.-dul:l.:n:.

It wasn't supposed o Be this way.
When Braain and China ageeed in 1984
i Honmg Kong's peiurm, negoiiEnors
deseribed a “throwgh rain”™ process.
Lepiskivors would begin their ide in
coblomal Hong Kong and not per off
until the end of thedr terms in China

Bur Chinese offickals derailed the
threough mrain. They felr that London-
appointed Governor Chrls Patien broke
the 1984 apreement. Fatten expanded
lepislative clections amid distrust fal-
lvving the Tiananmen Scguare massi-
cre, giving Hong Bonga dose of democ-
racy that it had never before enjoyed
under British ruale

William wverhol, Bankers Trose
managing director in Homg Kong who
hats longe criticized repative coverage of
thi: territory, felt that the media mob in
temam fowr the handosaer slighicd China
LECE :|1r,;|.i|1

“There was still 2 uniform ones
COwerholl &g, “Moa one
artivle | saw explained v readers why
Chinag ercatesd the Provisional Legesla-
punre. B wans just these evilauthoritamans,

sidbedness ~

who hate democracy, doing errilde
thirngs.”

Cwverholt had spoken last May at a
Harvard conference organzed by Pro-
fessor Ezra Yogel for journalists plan-
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Frarin i Bews Weaniah Huomio

Richerrd Rrad covers imternaiional affacs far The Orrgoniam, the Pacific Nevifuvert s lergen
dafly reuspaper. Read, 35, fonnded Tie Droperien b Avia Sureaw v Tolya i 1989 He
reprorted phmnsiowt Asia durrng the Pircific B s coomormie tvke-aff and covered bl war tu

Carrbadta, comaiivarns or Nerth Kevee and e apening of Chvne and Vectraom. Bore o

Seotland, Read war rated o Camrbredge, Man, Ho Nienn year cndedd ai e sarne iestani

it Hong Korg fecawse Chinee. Here be 5 tn Hong Kowg an ohe forrensiad raing,

ring vocover the handover, One of the
meciing’s main messapes wias thar the
Hoae Komg story wias nol two-dimen-
sional. China, the communist Goliath,
was changing profoundly. Hong Kong,
the capitalist David, contained a wide
spectnam of views on the handover,
Some of Hong Kong's most outspao-

ken views appearcd in othe pages of

Apple Daily, a Chinese-linguage neas.
paper published in o dmab Hong Kong
district, The paper has rockewd 1o a
circulation of 400,000 in is first o
vears, as odivers buck a trend voward
selfcensorship on wpics sensitive
China. Media inl;lil,l:-:rr].' i|.||r||'!-':»:r:-..~.i1'!.' that
the MIEWH L MEr O e vest o juase press
frecdoms but commercial liberties un-
der Chinese mule, i officials pressure
arlvertisers to withodraw,

Thes the rooe of the Hong Kong
SOy, O thie ove of the bardover, Gone
down o Chinese intentions. Would
ler alone appreci-
are—Hong Kong's unique characteris-
ties enough oo len it alone?

China wnddersind

Amrswerrs to sl guestions could Dese
b Towncd in Ching. Soame of the best-
prepared reporers, such as Bob Deans
of Cox Mews Service, visiied Bedjing
and Shanghal during the run-up o the
COFCTMITHCE,

I apenc a day in Guanlan, Ching,
across the booder fooon Hong Kong, oo
explore one of the pegion's most funda-
rncmial and intriguing issues: not how
China would change Hong Rong, but
herw Hong Kong was changing China.
There lmet Tony Goang, & young mn in
a sudr who sold memberships (o sowch-
east China's exorbitang Mission Hills
ol pesort

Capitalists and former communists
meet at this emerging 72-hole club to
winack balls and seal deals on Rctories,
highways and other projecrs transform-
||1i1|hr|:h:=1.'|:lupin!: Tt A% pessant-
girl-turmed-caddy deove s around the
mamicured links, Gong intermapeed his
silles pitch with some honest advice,

“Lowk,” he said, lowering his voice,
“yomy shouldn’t play goll when vou're
young, Make money first, then [rlay
when vou're older,” O, as Deng
Muopdng prut s T gl rich is ghorious.

Back in Hong Kong, visiting seport-
crs e discovering the colony's poor
preople. Sweeating Swedish and Geoman
|.'..1||:|1.'|'.|||:||.'|:'|Jl:lp;'.l:'i:|ﬂ|uiprr|.-|.'rll LERRET F i o
in runclown buildings inhabived by des-
cirure people in caged-off beds,

I'hee “cage people " became an ol:liea-
oy stop on the inpernarional meedda



circuit, Ciher favorites included carboo
parlors, border lookowes and Kowloon
shops selling Hong Kong “hangover” T-
shiirts and other souvenirs.

A minar kitchen firg in the Conven-
ton Center prompied a press conler-
e thar attracted nine television came
eris and about 60 re porters to hear the
mimute details in English, Cantonese
aned Mandiarin,

Ross Hamilon, the photographers
wiho accompanied me o Hong Koog,
dashed across vown 1o rde a promo-
tiomal hot-air balloon promising spec
taculiar city vicws, There he fownad 2
balloon tetherod  above a parking loe,
dwacfod by surrounding builidings,

Rellef fromn the hubbub could be
found at the bar of the Foreign Corne-
spondents’ Club, Martin Lee, Hong
Kong's leading pro-democsacy cru-
sader, spohe eloguently at the cluly on
the colony’'s last day. Chinese officials,
and even Hong Keng business leaders,
Eailed to make theircase as effectvely o
the visiting media

Cewering Hong Kong's return after
156 years of colonial rule was especially
meaninghal o me, because my ances-
tors watched from Macaw and
Guangshou (then Canton) as Bricain
prepared to wrest Hong Kong from
Chiima,

My great-great-geeat-grandfather,
Russell Sturgis, was one of a handful of
Western traders permitted o live in
Canton: his wife and children stayved in
Maciu, s China regquired. His sea-caps
Eain Cousinn, W:'Ili:lll, Fomancbecl 3 Bosion
Firem than san much of Americ™s China
rrade during the firse hall of the 1R0S.

A a Hong Kong seeondary school
that Ivassted, teachers expect to have 1o
alier their ||i.*-||!|:|rg|- bessoms, as well as
switching instruction from English wo
Cantonese. Unill now rexthooks ofien
described the Oplum Wars merely as a
trade dispure. They avodded explaining
that British warships avacked the Chi-
nese in order to force them b conEnue
importing addictive drees.

Across the Pearl River delia in Macaw,
where my grear-great-great-grand-
mother wrote leters thar remain in the
Boston Adhenaeum, relations with
Beijing are not so contentious, | tra-
el by jee-foil one hour west of Hong
Kong for a day in Macaw, the Porou-
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guese enclave scheduled for reunifica-
ton with China in 1599,

Portugal, which began demascratic
electionsin Macaw 2hyearsago, did nog
selze the termtory onginally—an im-
portant distinction, in Chini's cyes.
Lisbhon offercd Portuguese passports to
allinhabitans b belore 1981, avokd-
ing the emigration and uncertainty tha
phigued Hong Kong

And ol course , there s simphy less at
stake in Macau, a luid-back mini-las
Vegas that lacks a deep-witter port.

Media manlness woon't strike Macau
in two years on the scalbe of Hong Kong,
Instcud the place 1o watch is Taiwan,
which is steacdfisely vesisting China's
designs of applying the Hong Kong
reunificaon formula.

Hong Kong's bandower freworks
shiovws offerod some of the best insights
it dhilffereners betwesn the werritory's
successive rulors. The $45%0 000 British
show lit up Vicoowia Harbor in soyle,
ratcling the windows of my 1 $th-soory
hotel room.

The £13 millicn Chinese show, pro-
mededd as a lser and Areworks extrava-
ganea that would make the Brics look
stimgy, began with 8 mooooaows .
rade of dowdy illuminared baoars dhac
bored the sophisteaed Hong Kong
e, Thee Lsers and fireworks began
with a bang and ended with awhimper,
as ane of the launching barges canpht
fire,

Vavoided the press pools of the offi-
cial handover ceremonies, Tnstead |
waiched afier midnight as the rowal
vacht Britannia, illuminated with Patten
amnd Prncg Charles aboard, steamed
showhy out of the harbor,

soon after, China sent troops aonoss
the bordder in a :li.\-l,r.lil'ling |,|i.\p|1'-|:|.' af
freree thar coineiled with the LS, nee-
work news howur. Beijing apparently
intended the display primarily for do-
Mestic consumprion. Bur the message
was also intended for Taiwan, under
scoring China's growing military mighe,

1 had planned o stay up woeil dasn
and take my incerprerer o ask people
doing chedr morning tai-chi rineal whar
ivwas like toowake up inChina. But The
Los Angreles Times bean mae oo the dea
in their superb special section. And
Hong Eong's first day under Chincse
sovercignty beganwith arotous down-

pour that drenched all prospects of
excrcising in the park.

Hamdlton, the photographer, opred
feer besdd, The interpreter and | slogeped
around in the deluge until, not much
beforre deadline, we smmbled into 104
Happy Scatoods Restanrant, a dim sum
place in Wanchai

There 1 found Au Suicheung, a 30
vear ciab driver, at his usual table at the
back of the second Ooor, munching
Hour rolls stuffed with deied shrimp
Au, T, said the handover sparked a
twinge of Chinese pride.

“I'm wvery happy abowr Hong Kong
becoming part of China,™ Aw said, “Al
ter all, thie Opium War put Flong Kong
in the hands of the Brivish. Proviously i
wis Chinese erritorn:”

Au san contentedly at one end of the
spectrum. A another stood members
o a1 working-class Gomiby whiom I'd vis-
it & year apo, and saw again this time.
They expressed s over Chinese rule
and sakd they would cmigrate if they
had the momney,

My own conclusicn: Hong Rong
doesn't have one futuee, it has 6.5 mil-
lion turess—ine for cach of fs resi-
denirs. What i fec] abouw Chinees
rule depends an where pou sic

If wou ‘re an entrepreneer profithng
from China's rise, perhaps holding a
second passport as insurance, the fuo-
ture looks brighe IF vou're a political
activisi or o church leader, the outlook
is less certain

Many reporicrs covering the
handover were sxpected by editors o
become instant fortune tellers. Each
ceremaonil Hocish, each political state-
ment, was endowed with prophetic
g ngs conoerming ong Kong s nexi
S0 yuears

Pk sz EHETE wihvce coames [rom
Ken MeCiraime, 1 Sene Streel Bank ex-
ecutive who monitors Hong Kong. He
expects clmmge o he subile inthe shor
berm

“Wou bave o read this the way vou
would @ ood Agatha Christie novel,”
MoGraime sad

“Dion't assume oo much. And then
miaybe in three or four or five vears,
vou're going o have a real sensse of
what July 1 has meant,” Wl
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Mexican Press Still on the Take

By DiaNNE SoLs
MEXTLA O Y

s he stabbed an his sveak, the

news direowor confessed that a

Icitist opposivon leader's bold
retort on democracy o President
Erneste Aeclillo would never get air
time W gon our call fromn the Interior
Minisiry,” e says,

Feanslarion: The Inverior Minisiry,
run by this country's once-indomitable
ruling parmy, called for censorship. Andd
censorship—and the co-opiion thai
greascs it—ceontinues as Mexioo lurches
vowand demooracy

Both censorship and co-option have
been central tothe ruling Instinutional
Revoluticnary Party, or PRI, controlling
this country and its critics for the kst
stven decades, Last Jung, reporiers in-
vestigating the death ofa collcague ina
strife-torn southern stae fowmd dhat
the edivor was actually om the payeoll of
the governor, In July, as hisgoric clec
tions neared, MM found its beoadeases
out ool in Messico by its cable operiors,
under orders from the Mexican govern-
meent, who cited checrion L.

Omnly kst yoir, young reporiers say, i
wias still oo common oo find older
colleagues mking hribes of watches and
even curs for Bwning seories. And the
maling party admuits they sull pay ex-
prendcs of Mexican reporters who cover
ot-nl-tewn wips by the president of
thee ey, To beel up Bamering prose,
serilses om @ recent orkp were given &%)
bhoes of frocen steaks

“With campsuign eat on, we always
see this problem,” says Teresa Gomes
Mo, a fedoral congresswoman foom
the opposithon's Mational Actioen Parcty
who's tried o liberalioe Mexicoo's me-
dia laws, “Press bribery & one ol the
pillars of the Mexican political sysiem.”

Many hope that the pillar crumibles.
Crushing elections defears July & for
thi: authoritarian, often-corrapt PRI
mean that it losd coniral of the lower
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house of Congress, the capital and is
city council, and two key governor-
shiips for the first lime in s G68-year-
old history, The world's bongest miling
party still conteols the presidency, the
federal bureaueracy, the senare and
ol prvesrnorships,

The power-balance changes hive
politicians from the wo big opposi-
tiom partics @lking up democratizing
refoeroms, Beporetees, of course, are ral-
lying wrownd the dssue of a free and
unearrupled press—a cornerstons of
any democracy, A corrupe press is the
best mcthod for a comupe govern-
st o areive and hold poser,” Mexi-
can reporter Jesus Castille recently
toobd colleagues at the founding con
ferenee of the Moxican branch of In-
vestigative Reponers and Ediors

It remiins o b seen how aguda-
cioals thes press will be come., For nearly
three vears, newspapers and relevi-
sinn have been flexing greater free-
domn, bt selfcensorship, intimidation
and regulatcry prossunes conginoe
raming jourmalists, And tha simeation
& more onerous e the owners of
radio and television stations, wio
operate under an antiguated Ew in
which stations can be shut down for
offensive reporting. Efons w change
that law have been continually
thwarted by the ruling pary’s old
mjority in the Mexican Congress

Mevico's elevdsion and radiobroad-
cisters are regulined by the Commou-
micsiioms andd rans porcation  Minis-
iry. The Ministry, whose hcad is
appainied by the ruling pany presi-
dent, enjoys broad discreton over
“comcessions” granesd broacdeasters
The concesslon's award bs up o the
ministy's “fee judpment.” Conces-
sipns can be revoked for “whatever
Fault of pedormance,” incheding un-

specificd EBwlis, according o regula-
tigns written more than 30 years ago

“The reladonship bepaeen the goy-
crnment and the press is a sick one,”
says Eduarde Hulz Healy, a radio ¢om-
meniatne wha's heen vanked Inom the
air twice for govermment oriticism. *In
oany chtbes, the owners of the mdioand
the newspaper s a person wha haal 2
big position in the PR

In the United States, licensing is also
diﬁi_‘fc—m}naq’, gt £hic: Fedleral Cormmiii-
rications Commission's reviews arc
based on technical shility and diversi-
fled cramership

Drieorme Sovlts, Derermunse Fellore 1 5F00, dugs Breen
a foreign correspondent in Mexico for Tie
Wald Serees fournal since {990, Afier vepo
fmg own cadpicions saredfive ilackans during a
braatafeanst of commrentary ey evizics of the
Nowtts Amerivan Free Trade Agreement, ohe
busts Lawobnaedd by v Televiia wetnwrk. To
wvake swre i pod M sesidEn, P prreniasn o
r.'ﬂfﬂ fiesel w1 i -.:_I'..'.Il.'-_- Sroaoan emi o ber
effier. Alsvig with several mther forenn
correpelenrs, she wars the selyeer off Meoo-
vt ddverriremens in 993 arackong sherr
reporning e dveriements in sveral
Mexicarm penspapers were Bellened o b
e planted by e Mextons poverrniént



Far decades, media giont Grapo
Televisa 5A served as the ruling pary’s
handmsiden, either vilibring or igoor
ing the PEI critics. 1is chiel caecutive,
Ernilive Aecarrga, whor disd this wear,
openly declared himsell o “sokdicr of
thie PRI " The 19935 privatizssion of Tele
visbmAzieca sA crearcd hopes for stron-
per compoeition thar waould furher the
cause of polincal plaralism. For the
prast foure vears, TV Azteca’s ews pro-
gram, "Hechos,” was reganded as a fresh
vimoe in Mexican newscasting.

But during the recent elections,
Arpeca came under eriticism from the
watchdope proup Civic Alliance. It ac-
cuscd them of “excessive hostilicy”
apminst the leftist opposition porty and
“glear preterence” for the ruling party,
One of TV Asteca’s chief opinion tosls
ks a peditical pupper sho thar has spiked
ratinges, The politeal skits repgubrly ke
aim al such opposition Candidates a3
Cusauhtismos Candenas, o beftist whi's
been portrayed as a mop-haired dime
wit, (Cordenas, nevertheless, fakes of
fice Deeember s :n1|1|;_'4.1||1il::|“‘:~: IV, )

Aeca denies s coverage s
slanted. But the show's creators
Sy management prevents them
from stitching up & presidential pup
pet, “The company wants us i nespect
|hrprq_'.~|.'i|;!|:_'r||i;|ﬁg|.|.n:,_ e wluscasr Hilck
SHHANE RAYS
Tordiscourmge proditical izs inowlevi
sion, Mexico's Pederal Elecvoral 1nsti.
e began issuing repors om ielevision
and radio coverage prior w0 the elee-
tona In the last eepoaer, i foond thar
miedia coverage in the sprawling capital
wils nearly coueal B inorhe siares ivwis
baclly skewied.
Broadoasters here operate with other
lepgal uncerainties. During e elec-
tions last uly &, CMM found its signals
were sinddenly snapped olf within
Mexico. Cable operators said the Mexa
can government cited a section of elec-
tion law that sstipulares thar preselec
ticm palls can’t be aired for eghit days
before the vote, The problem here,
thoagh, was that CNMN hadn't violied
the law, which probibits the citing of
poll material, Their report three days
bolome the election merely said there
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wats i prodabilicy that the lefist opposi-
tion candidate would win.

The signel appears 0 have been
smapped on the proeswmprion thar the
B was goinag 1o be beoken. The Moxi-
can bnterics Mindsory declined comamenn
o the marer.

hi=re are moee disturbing areas
I of modia lw in Mexion. Take the
tssee af truth, for cxample. It's
nof & defense in oriminal defamaron
suits as The Mew York Times recently
found out. Times burcan chief Sam
D¥ifdlesn could faoe o criminal trial for a
fromng-page story Lst Febmuary thae linked
o Mexican governors to dmg traffick-
ers. The case is particularly important
because it reminds US.-based publica-
tlons thiat the First Amendment and =
prowections don’t exiend beyond the
RBiry Crsviades, Anaed i allastraie= ihat ihes
hurdles for a pliintill wishing fo sue i
L5 -bsiged publiciation tor libel or defa-
maisen may be much lower overscas,

Consider, as well, the sisth artiche of
ithe Mexican comsiituiion and iis maAny
'.Jll:il'ril{l.l.iﬁr.'.'-: “The CE LRSI ol wdi-is
will sl b hl,lllil;n;;l ol any j||l,‘|i|_'i:l| o
administeative inguisition, unless it of-
femdls o] mawrals, infringes on the
rights ol others, incites crime or dis-
turbs the pl,:h| i osrler

I the wake o the Gse, the 1S
Comumities 00 Prodect Jowrmalises i
pushing v make libel o civil maer
under the Mexican defamanon law
“This 15 an anacheonism for . couniry
moving inte a ransiuon weand de-
mecracy,” savs Jogl Simon, Larin
Amcrica direcior for the commitoee.

Aggravaring the problem s the fac
that Dillon believes his phones are be-
ing tipped. Most foreign cormespon-
dents, likewise, believe their phomes
are bugged,

Jourmalists are alse "censured” by
choked pocess windormation, The Mexi-
can constiiution savs the state “guaran-
e the righi o information ™ But a
USastvle Freedom of Information Act
dloesn't exist hiere. El Mome newspaper
has pushed for one foe seveel vears,
but such efforts were Rutile with a rul-
i party magocity i Congress. “Thene
wsn' | culeure ameong poddic odficials o
pive infosmarion o joumalists or o

citizens,” says Alejandm Xanic, o Mexi-
can jourmabist, “Many af us don't even
think we have the sight g0 ask—and we
e

Arthe PEFs sprawling headoquarcrs,
a spokesman savs the modia s much
freer novw. He denics thar the pracoices
of b, or even the practioes of the 14994
proesdcbential campakzn, continues, InGwr,
the costs of press courtship are now a
fifth of 1994 cxpendituees, says PRI
spokesman lose Luls Mejia Besides,
Mujia says, “If we didn't pay for the
EOCTErS 10 Cover events, we'd ger no
cowerame.”

Imcddeed, mamy thought that report-
ers were no longer anthe pavralls of
PRI-rum stite governments—i prctice
wiiddely exposed in 199% when the Ma-
thomal Action Pamy wion a governorship
En an interior ste, That was wotil the
cleth ool Jesus Buendo in Liie M:l:p bew it
H,lll.!l'l'i.“:q-tl;:ll'l't st of Gicrrers. AS re.
puortery H;ll'l.'s.ll:li:.ﬂ..'d I Ervestiginte the
death and suspicions that the govem.
ment might have been involved, the
EORTTIIMACTE Wt foarve] dovelischose that
}h.ll.'llullucl:dl.'tlmlﬂ'!.' baoeenn it 05 |‘.|.:I3'|'ul|.

wam-rnm-l,-nf CHTL s B LXCT -

cisting lengths o keep tabs on

reporters, Interior Minister
Ernalin U hueavfer has ee pociees “graded”
for thair “slane " Mumerous copics of
Chuavifer's reviews, oluained Iy this
writer, show whive cridiclsm ks “con-
strucrive,” whio's a negative fregidivise”
and who's runnimg an outright cam-
paign against Chuavifer.

Bruno Lopez, Burcan Chicl for the
.5 Spanish-language neowork
Univision, says the PRI and s govern-
mtene are fighting a ksing bale, Three
veurs agn, when he did a program on
press censorship, Lopes asked che Tnie-
i ."|.1.r|:'|i=.||.‘:," lar commdent, He was in-
vited o session where he was shown
several of his tapes and told he was
vinslaring Mexican micdia law. He was
wirnid that he combd be snctionod,
b he went ahead sith the story any-
wily. The more the PRI tries 1o eo-04m
the meedia, be savs, the more “credibil-
ity | becomes| a preciows conumodiny,
[ ]
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Mongolia’s Media at the Crossroads

By Barry Lowe

c the cold winds fron the
steppes blow down Ulan
Baror's wide streets they sei

the noewsstands uteernng ke Gelds of
aumumn leaves, Each of the news out-
lees abong the cinv's main drap, Peace
Avenue, contins so many publicatons
they ook like monochrome mosaics
spread along the pavement.

When the hand-line commmnist ne-
gime that had miled them for 70 years
was oupsted, the Mongols celebraied
the end of the government monapaoby
on information by producing more
newspapers per head of population
than anyvwhere else in the world, Free-
dom of expression was a big part of
their liberation froam totalitarinism

Since the LR90 pro-democracy revo
lution, 550 pew news papers have been
regristered i this lamd-locked cempral
Asian natemn ul"iuﬂ 2.5 million ]'h;:-e'lpll.:.
Many of those 5500 disappeaced afier a
fewe isses while oilioms |.i.11;q-|.'n'.v|.| i,
appearing less ol less freguently. For
those thar failed rthoere were alwavs new
ofies to replace therm. The populin omes
bl e readership, and dozens ofthem
o sl 1.|.."|:i|}' in the CIFCr AIE MCWS
atills along Peace Avenwe, cach reflect-

e
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ing a differenn vision of the Rinere From
amoieg the bewildering range of ide-
ologies and political rendencles now at
play in Momgedian lifie,

Monpolans never had a free press
before. They had only just discovered
newspapers (thekr frst ome, “The NMew
Mirror,” weas launched in 191 1) when a
Sovietsponsored Marxist pary ook
comirol. A& free press was one of the
catch cries of the 1990 revolutbon and
the idea flourished,

But the problem fwing Mongolia®s
newly unshackled media indostry to-
day Is thar the quancy is not matcherd
11-:|.- r|_1:|.1lir:r' Inm thasir Boste fo et imic
print, publishers have neglecred the
Fireer p-u-inh ol rEses pn]-l_lu-:_:lil.:ln. CTERLs
ing: a deluge of poody reponisd, poorly
written and poory designed newspas
peers that many people belicee e un-
dermining  the country’s chances of
building & matmure and responsiblic
miedia rraditicn, Indecd, some com-
menbibers ane now compliining of an
cxcess of fecedom and urging the pov-
crament o reimiroduce some contools,

Advl thar is just what the government
i planning. A media lvw is soon o be
drafied and introsduced inco the grea
Hurral of the
Peaple,  the
Mongolian par-
Hameng Iis
preparation has
rrl:1|:u|'-|:.':1._-4:l.r:|pin-
icm o the: needl
fioor e dlia regu-
lations  and
sparked an in-
rense public de-
Free alwwut whan
form those
regulations
should take.
Many indusiry
professionals

fear the new regulatdons could put too
much controd in govermiment banads,
mrning the clock at least parthy back to
the bad okl diays of communist mle

“The image of the free press has
certainly been damaged By unguali-
fied, untalented joarnalists publishing
newspapers and periodicals of poor
journalisgic quality,” saicd the Presicent
of the Muonguslian Free Demaosratic fouwr-
milists’  Association, Tsendiin
Dashdondoy. “The public i wnused o
thinking and anabyzing for themselves,
In these circumesances poanmal ises need
w0 publish repornts based on hard facs
rafhver e mere romors I:I'll_lJ'I-iITiI;JFI!li. Ir
wi Gl gov o phis we will o only Exil vo
muike Oursockeny more acoown tabdle ban
we will also give those who seek o
contral the press 4 reason for reintro-
dlucing consorship,”

Leal theough o repical Mongolian
mewspiper and you can undcrstand
Dashdondoy's concerns. Most run o
just cight pages, with clunered Layouts
and srudgy photos. Theleoontent s an
imscparabde mix of news amd commee ne.
Dierermining where the noews cnds amd
the comment begins 5 as difficulr as
separanng the Eicts from numor,

Diespite the plethora of newspaper

ﬂ'eny Lot #1 atit Avsocivere J"'rt?.l'l:'wr rn.'drr'rrj
l.'f:mm.-.!."{-:i.u- arhe € iy Umivervity u_!"H.u.llq
Kowg, Fle ivarles ehief evecitive of the City
Lindeerairy Corpavase Commaioeivation
Cerider, i hierdia prm-llmF."M [k st
.rlJ.IJ..n'|IL.'.l1|;_:|'. Hedu g ."a.rr.}grmfr.-.-:' in pring
aud Feraadlare .IIIHH."JI..I.lrl'jF.l.I. amd i J'|“I1|1FIJIJ.I;|::'
carer included leng tevee ariprmens im
Courly Farr A:u.ﬁrmﬂ ]"'r.'lgn;::.lfuJ'L-r angd phe
Midedle Exrt. He vecently woenr w0 Mengalia
fo peacl @ conre iR core el r'!e_.tarema&m

Joor the Press Invtivure af Mongolia



titles =old from newsstands, only four
are published every day, the rest are tri-
wirckly, bisweekly, weckly or of even
less frecpuency. OF the four dailies three
arg published by government bodivs—
ong by the contral gosernment {the
mearket leader "Ardyn Erh” or “Peoples’
Rigght™), comes by thes pacbiament {“Fasgiin
Craeryn Medes” or “Gowemment News")
andd ome by che Ulen Bator municipal
coungil (“The Ulan Bator”}—a situa-
cion littde changed feom communist
pimes, {Bven the police lorce has s
newspaper, 4 weekly called “Viee ancd
Wirtue, ™)

Thu fourth elpilv—"Cimowdor” o
“T'oiday™—is the only indepen-
dent organ, owned by a newly
crested media company, the Mongo-
lian Mews Company. Onoodor’s Edi-
por, B Galaarid, who ar 32 represcnts
the new posC-COMMUnEST &ra gener-
vl of Mongaolian journalisis, soys the
pewspEper has built s circulation o
10,0040 sinee ivs aneh laseyear. “We're
erying o develop stundards of jowrnal-
ism rhat will win ws more and mone
readers. People seant bemer newsspa-
pers ancd we'ne trving to glve them thar,™
he said.

It hasn't been all smooth sailing bor
Omepadior. The authorities seem reloc-
gant to bsosen their grip on the control
of information. One method the gos-
ermment has vsed o restrct che aetivi-
tigs of independent publishers is to
ration newsprint, imported under a
communist-era arrangement from Rus
sia, Onoolor’s owners get around this
cibsstacte by frsling newsprint in South
Kowea amd Camala

The Mongolian Mews Company has
also farged partnerships with teoother
new irdependent media players, Chan-
nel 25 TV and an FM radio station, o
create an independent media gooup
with the clout o promote the indepen-
dent secior. The TV statdon s an ex-
amprle ofa successful new independent
mcdia enterprise, bat again there ane
quicstiomns about s standards, Chanmel
25 has achicved a strong following in
the few months e has been broadcast-
ing e Llan Bator from a low strength
transmitter. Butit is o shoestring opéni-
tion with its production faecilities based

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE

on the low grade amoteur tormat,
SupcerVHS. The movie it screens each
evening is a pirared VIS copy of a
receni Hl:1l|:."|.v-|5-|h:1 release dubibse] innos
Momgolian by a single person who does
all the vodces o all the characters inthe
fibm. It is minimalist television at its
oot basdc; mayhe excusabibe e st
upoperation like Channcl 25, bat caosse
for comoermas an exemplie of indepen-
dent broadeasting stndards.

The peneral concerm is whether the
government as 4 major moedia player
can b wrusted o pess o media law
presmoting a free and independent
press. Most people concede there is a
need for zome form of media reguli-
mions. Cne effect of the ring of resiric-
tions on the media bas been the prolil-
cration of pormographic publicagions.
The Ulan Bawor municipal cowncil ce-
cently reacted o pulblic ourrage by ban-
ning pornography feom the soreels, re-
stricrimg it sale 1o the news kiosk instde
the central prost office. The availabilioy
of pornography has led o calls for
censorship, But the Free Democranic
Journalises Assockation s opposed o
any censorship. “The freer the press the
healthier the navion,” argues associa-
ton president Dashdondoy,

oreign diplomats and aid worck-
th in Mongolia often complain

about thie professional srandards
af local journalises wha, they say, are
enreless with s, show poor pews
judgment and do not seem o under-
stand the distinction between opinion
and information. The journalists
eounter that they are forced to produce
amly copy that serves their publishers”
ideologies and prejudices. Many of
tomlay s Momgodam journalists are sefu-
goes from the state-controlled news
arganizations. They have o contend
with bovr wapges, often as low as GOLLS.
dollars @ month, and defaimation pro-
ceedings by politiclans and business
leaders who fecl offended.

O initiative oo teach local pournal-
izts Wistern values of modia responsi-
hility is the Danish foreign aid-funded
Priss Institure of Mongolia, which runs
training progerams comducied by West-
ern pournalists and journalism educa-
tors, Press Institute director Tsendiin

Enkhbat said local journalists needed
i b exposcd o liberal democratic
ristivens of the rede and responsibilies
of the media, “They need exposure [0
madels of jourmlism from democrtic
SCIelies &0 I!hl’:].' cian understand the
risle of journalists in free societies,” he
witic]

Jowrmalistsattendingone of the work-
shops conducted by the Press Institue
complained that government officials
were & long way from embeacing the
spirit of openness in the way they re-
sponded po regueses for information,
Mose requests were met with hosle
responses and blank refusals 1w pro-
vide the informarion soughe. “Ic's one
thibng for Western jourmaliszs o oome
and walk o us about frecdom of infor
riation, hue what can we o when the
officials simpdy don't pespect this idea?”
sabd |. Erdenetsopt, a reporter with the
s TV neraork Mongaol TV,

journalist from the town of
Erdencr, site of Mongolia®s main
exXport Carner, a4 gant copper
mine, said local jowrnalisis wanted
Investigane the high level of pollution
and environmental damage caused by
the mine but wers unable to gt infor
mation from mine officials and local
authorities, Mongolia is sulfering from
many of the problems bedeviling s
frsrmier Sowvied blog: allies: institutionl-
i.'J:El:Il:'&-lnTu|!H!|n|‘|,:I:‘:||.|.u'ﬂI'|:IEﬁEi.'Jiln'nw::'.
pegnized CHme, DELTAGE ECOMMTIC
restructuring and social dislocation,
These are the subjects that should be
prosminent in the country’s masdis B
tims often their investigaton is stifled
and thelr cxposune mured.
“Moagolia bas never hsd a free press,
This 15 a mew coneept here,” sand fowe-
nalists’ Association  President
Drashdondos. “There isa desperace meed
o change the obd conce pts of the mass
meciia. | think only professional jour-
realists can develop s tmly independem
press and handle the responsibility
reflecting public opinion, It is impec-
pive that we train a totally new gencra-
tion of journalises.” Bl
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Books

So You're Planning to Write Your Memoirs

By MapeLEiNE Bras

t a swank litcrary event in Mew
York City in the spring of 1996
|:'1l,-1;1u comld tell it was sasank
hecause sverynne s i bresse] fomrmally
in Black aonad 5towas siill f|:1.g.'|i.ﬂhl;l. Laaidice
Stone, a critic lor The Village YVoioe,
was honored for i series of writings
ahout memoir, Aftershe rose o aceept
ihie o For criticism from the Na-
tional Book Critics Ciecle, she asked
the audience o 4 show of hands oo
gene oy mutny people were curerently
ek g o a memodr. She nod ged the
group, “Uome on, [ expect 1o see
cveryone s hands cased. | mean, wiio
s
Yo womalel huve 1o be living in a
cultucal vacuum not o have notioed
that femoir i 4 geare is hot, the way
the cobor combination of peach amd
precn wis ol ar eestaurants in the
Hi¥a
Ivisain ernlearingly democratic korm
ANy Can write one, not thar every-
one should. Tois o rrulsm thar generals
write auobiopraphies: publicacooanes
of public valor in public places. Foaot
soldiers write: memodrs
Movvelist Mary Gordon, whaorecenthy
wrote & meemidr, “The Shadeow Man,”
abour her Exther who was a line and 2
soft-cowe pornographer amd an anti-
Semitic [ew whom she adored despite
allthat, deseribes the “cave of memaory ™
as "a tourist trap at high season.
Evervone's talking aboul memory;
French intellecunls, historians ol (e
Hisloemust, victims of child abuwse, al-
leged abusers. It's a subject of conver-
sation in the academy and on morming
chiat shows—gven o AM. radin.”
Journalises ape not imenune from
the=bug, The New York Tiowees hias becn
especially bitten, although the resules
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have not been distinguished with the
notable exception of Bussell Baker's
“Grrowing Up. " Executive Editor Tumer
Catledpe, svmewhad in 11&5-:|'.|Hr:|1i.u|1.
hiire=l = Ehl_rl.l_ writer for Bis memois.,
Catledge's successor, Clilon Daniel,
fell Back on ancedotes about celebrities
and, astounding for a joumalist, eon-
ceded that the storics might naot be
Eruee, T sudoessor as BExeculve El.!il.l.'ll':
I_|::|11|-'s|. Kesiomn, |u'|::r|.l|.|4.'r.'d -tll'l]'_'.' | |1'ld'|!.l;
lowwes better o The Times. A M. Rosenthal
ancl Max Frankel, wha followed Bosiomn.
are fow writing theie memoirs, We can
-:1r||:|.' |'||:_:|-|_'rl.: Ihi:}' will do hetrer,

I hoies ke a ]mhl sl [0 |'!|I"'|'H'|L|.l!.'f: il
successiul
Eaiharine Grabam of The "ﬂ'uhlli.'r‘l.j.ill.:lﬂ
Peast, has dives wide pedse for “Peg-
sorull Higtory,” in which she confronts
heer weakneswes, I “A Good Life.” her
ecliior, e mpmmin Bradlee, mies i he

journalistic  memor.

amusing, but ducks big questions,

Television news anchors are part of
the miliew. Walter Cronkite's “A
Reporteds Life,” David Brinkley's pre-
:Eic1.;1|"||::r' titled “Dxavid El‘lﬂli.k"':l'.- and
Hovwrard K- Smith's “Evenes Leading Lip
o My Dearth™ have appeared in the last
year amd a half.

With the exception of the Graham
bosenk, much, chowgh certaindy nogall, of
what you find in these works iz cither
Hat or selbsering. Because the Infm is
ap tempting o journalists, it wowld
apprear o b in owr selingere st o get 3
grlp o thie corrent F-r:.pl.ll.aﬁl:j.' sl mieme-
THIr, SCTITEE REMIREr |:-r'.-.l'l1:|.' the form works
whien it works, tie hiso ey of the genre,
angd the rules of the game.

Memioirs work best when they have
i certain joumalistic intepriry, when
thir resuler semses theit the author has
miad e every reasorable |']T:.u'l'[|‘:-Fl|:‘L'm.'|:‘I|I

dinlogue and serting with authenticioy.
As they say Bcetiously in newsrooms in
the Boce of a grest guote or killer derail,
“The best part 18 1 cdidn't even make it
upe” Mot of thiese writers have chosen
s tell their sy as memoir because
theey also have a eespect for the power
of what is real, for “the powder and
tobaces loose in the parse,” to quoite
from ludith Hillman Patterson inSweet
Mystery: A Book of Remembering.™ It
nughe even sirike some of these an-
thcers as donwnrigho dishomest to present
s made-up the real body of one's
brocher being auiopsied in Roanoke

Aeladtelrivee Blais, Miemay Fellon T80, bas
been Mrofesiar of fowermeliom ar the Ulatversity
n:l._i"'.#fmrm'.l:l.'--'.r.'rr ix Awtivercs imee 8T She
oo the Pulitzer Prize fu feature writing
rdnily rooriing i Vempic Magasine of The
Miamn Herald frow [OM-R7, Sbe i tive
o n__.'_‘ﬂ'lr' Heart s Ar irstriomieii:
Pariraiss J:.'l_."mrrr.-.':sm. " mired " Thewr
{ravdr, |rir|'l||lfl:b- a Muele, "a ﬁ.l.l.'r.l'.'.l." ir e
eary g |:l__|'_gr'.':|r'l'|r.l' .rr-r.l:!'.fr'rJrllr.l ."|'1.-' .'lru' M-
woval Beok Cratre’s Crwle Award. Rics
chrrerilly 5 @t ek on & e colléction I-'lll.
ST



(Brent Staples” * Parallel Time: Living in
Black amd Whire™), or we prerend thar
the giel with the surpically maobed face
is a creamare of the imaginadon (Locy
Grealy's “Autobiography of a Face™). In
fact, writers of memair frequently re-
port (such as William Corbert in “Fur-
thering My Foucation, ") that they marmaesd
ter the form after repeated amemps oo
shape the story as fictiom Filed,

Merw tithes are comstanthy touted in
which o writer is exploning temmtory
which previously was either |1-t'|'3ll ri
vabe o, ifexposed, ook on the mask of
fiction, Michacl RByan chronicles his
sexual predation in “Secret Life,” Rich-
ardl Bhwwles the bizarre alvwses of his
steprnother in A Hole in the Wiorld,”
Karhryn Harrison the clandestine affair
with her Eher thit began when she
wls A1 and went on for four years in
“The Kiss,” Frank MeCourr o cbeildbiood
im which three of his sihlings starved oo
death while his faher deank and his
mother gnashed her teeth in “Angela's
Ashies " Bxeepu for diehard fans of micm-
ol | amomg whoam [ count myself), there
is something a bit discomforting about
this deluge. Bt appears as il there's a
proker game going on o which ecach
new citle radses the bd on the preced-
ingone as wwhose story s more scoen-
tric or sodden or laden with grief, a
contest with one aim, “Top this, top
this, top this.”

dismissed really, as a feminine

genre, because the stories relabed
in memoir are wsually pod important in
any olwinus wiay. In an amticle entitbed
“The Maked Truth,” published in The
EBoston Globe on Apcl 8, 1997, Michsel
Kenney mengioned the increasingdy high
level of candar I:lll:::illﬁ r|.'.|:||.|i|"|.'|:'] 178 T -
odr_ cining works such as “The Kiss® and
also “Promiscuities: The Secrer Sorugple
for Womanhood” by nowelist Maomi
Wolf“Apainst memoirs like these, ones
dealing with mental or physical illness
scem rather tame, cven unremackable.
Accounts of overcoming iliness or dis-
ability need the celebrioy fucror—Iike
welevisdom jonrmidist and paraplegic John
Hockenberry's ' Moving Violasions —io
get more thin passing notice in thie ghat
and din of sell-revelation.

It has been describedin some cirches,

BirirK S

“The rush of expliclt memoirs be-
Iongs In whar Is mainly o woman's field
and a woman's mirker—women writ-
ers for 3 women’s andience ™

air, has adainty, precious, scented

sounl, like bowdoir or bon meod
[t°s stlsoy orwe chae most personal mems
oirs are about evenis that occarmed in
uniiaibed veruwes lomg ago and would
b dloammied toreminin abscure pnd sub-
mverged in the indirect Lighn of the hazy
past but for the author's pererse inss-
pence 1o the contrary, These personal
narritives have in Guc more moon than

It'ﬁ true that the very wond. mem-

s, e (eean than momanexin, sl
sormight be constmied as mone female
than nele.

st do not be misled.

There is nothing about a good men-
air that is sy, This is ot a geaee for
the faint of heart, Precisely the oppo-
s, for resn madn feasons,

The memairist coums an especklly
imvisive form of critcism, because naot
only the work 15 being meviewaed, but
also the guality of the Libe led by the
writer, often from o moral point of
view. The publication of Kiathryn
Harrison's “The Kiss® has aracned
praise in some quarters foc s oy pris-
e prrose, butalso cansed other crigics
to berate her for béeing the kind of
perscen who would have such an affair
in the first place.

Aoy, the very material char finds its
ways into memoir, whether presenied
by maleor females writers, cin be heart-
wrenching, nearly unbearable,

Does memord have o be about
traamad

Moot mpoessarily,

Bowaks such as “An American Chilcd-
l |-|::||:|":|'|:,' Annde Dillacd, = Amserican Coiel®
an] “Manharian, When Dwas Young” by
Mary Canrwell, “Prano Lessons” by Moah
Agams, “Walker in the Cliy® by Alfred
Baxzin, David Beer's “Blue Sky Decan: A
Memowr of America’s Fall from Geace,”
Mawrcen Howard's “Bridgeport Bus”
wnd  Vivian Gornick's “Ficroe Atach-
menes” all compensawe with Jow-key
cleganee forwhat they lck in fireworks.

Mary Gordon calls memory a cave
Caves are contradictory plces, dark
indl spodcky, filled with nothing bt

murk and muck, but also invitdng, wich
surprise scrawls on cthe wall, miraco-
fows rock formarions, unexpected
streams of cool welcome safer. Then:
can b something Gamiliar about that
dimp density, recalling an obd haven,
Anl smoa cave is not abways the worse
place for a writer to retreat, Even when
the cempral theme isa rraomi, the books
wirk as literatune '|1n.:'1:_:im.-'l':.- P s e ghie
wribers know o and when 1o back off
froam the pain, 10 throse @ bone or fwo
(o the reader in e form of well-imed
comic relief, a stanling phrase, a met-
phecer froam heave n, some shiny mickelor
amanher,

& Lavrie Spome poinsed our in her

prizc-winning commenany, ov-

crvome has had i tough, 85 in
the namire of being alive, But just be-
cainnsg oo v haaed a tuanalvooes il docs
FEOAL TTBCELE YR CRN OWELTE @ memoir sim-
ply by spewing forh all the grsly or
roching detdls. There §s a prejudice
thiat mesmoir must be 3 cinch to wrie,
that anyonme who has a life can write
oo, especilly it vou happen to pos-
sessa huile-in plstline, what lovee Carol
Chates has called o "given story,” which
is I say, an event or serles of cvents in
vour life thar are so deomatic s oo
gutomatically constitute x story. Yer i
it's such a cinch, why did it take Frank
MeCourt until his 60's o fimally worite
his in away that did justice v his stoovy
As Stone wrode: “Most memoirs fil as
literatwre, becise the aothors misiake
their experience for s story miher than
firw) the stoey in their experience,” Or,
a5 Frank MoCouer pust it in a ik with
somi: high school stodents on Long
Island a few davs afier winning the
Fuliteer for ‘Ang,l:_']:l‘.ﬁ Ashies,” he was
'.l]:'r||,'!nﬁ:!u.|l}' write his memoie altee he
“learncd the sipnificance of oy owmn
inzignifcant life "

Some would-be readers of memoir
are cymical abour just how all these
writers manage (o uncarth the wealth
of detail thar in face = the Hesh wind
blooa] of such sceounts. Is there a trick
o are they really just making suulf up?
There is a specil kind of creativity than
ampendds the work of 2 memolnst which
had been described by Shidey Abboft
("The Bookmaker's Daughter™) as an
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amazing process inowhich memaory cre-
ates memory, recollections build on
recollectiens, and in due time s vaguoe
B HLE hecomes 3 reld room. I addi-
rican, Ty memsirists o getuml e
search o fill in the blanks, visiting li-
braries, interviewing relations, raiding
family albums and =crapbooks. As
Tosbims Wolll - This Boy's Life”y, brother
al Geoffrey Wolll (“Duke of Deoepe
tin”), exprosscd i, mermwarise e o
work 10 recomnele inconsistencics:

“ My morher thinks thar a dog |
dheserihae as ugly was scouially guite hand-
some. L'veallomed somne of these points
b stangd, hecause this s a book of
ernoey, andd ey hasits owm story
pov el But [ biave done oy best iomake
it a cruthful spoey ™

iJust as an asdcde, | would ke o
cpuinee hiere firom Haomy Creses's A Chlld-
bood: The Biogeaphy of a Place,” the
all-time greatest opening line of any
o | have read: “My Frst memony is
aba dme 1years belore | was born, and
the memany takes place where | have
mever heen and involves my dagldy
whom | never knew.™)

Dows it help to be famous first 1o
WRLE & e mor?

here’s always a market for the

celehrity confession, bur these

ares nast geenerally the same as
literary memadr. Sometimes a book
makes A valiant attempt to Crossover,
such as Mia Farrow's recent "What Falls
Awnry.” Diespite what appears o be a
sincere effort oconfront the muddle in
heer  life there is, finally, something
missing. The boask lacks thar transiorm.
ing sensibility, the searing objectivity,
that would have propelled it inio a
rezsdm beyond Force Free gossip, A maore
vt cehidhrity mcmodr which is suc
cesalul is Katharine Gehenn s “Personal
Hispory. " She brings a valneribdliny 1o
the page that is sorally ar odds with her
wineflicizal tirke a5 “Mother Superior 0o
the lmtesmational Communiry.” The
passages alfeay theough the book
ahout her husbandd, Phil, his descent
o mental llness and hds uldomace
sutcide. spare no one, including the
avthor who confiesses that che day afier
his funeral, at the wrging of her mother,
shic andd her daughter joined Graham's
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| movcstbeer o g chartered visch at Bkl

Looking back all these vewrs later, she
seems willing to accept the Cop for
Spaotty Mothering after a Crisis,

“That decision may have been right
fiar i, bast it WIS B} WTTIN Frar il el
Steve drnch even for T r|1—um'|.l.'|'u|1!.|;l|1:l
1 wonder hew 1 eould Rave moede it
Would my vounger bovs have becen
bsener ool oairg eoo? Woould it have been
bs=tieor i 1 stayedd home foethem? This is,
fosr me, the maost pﬂ.il'lﬁll. thing to loak
back on s hard o remake decisions
and even harder o rethink
nondecislons. Sometimes you don’
really decide, you just move Forward,
aned thiat is wihar 1 did—mvoved forward
blimclly amcd mindbossky inmo a new and
unknown life.”

hildren of famaus people somie-
‘ tmes cffer thew versions of life

wiith brilliant but troubled par-
enis penerally with mixed results. Twao
exoeptinns are the work of Linda Gy
Sexton in “Reaching for Mercy Streer”
amd Susan Chesver in " Home Beforne
Drark.” Critics Lashed at both writers for
besing ungratetul daughters, f@ailing to
se such works as 4 precmphbive strike
against fumre Mographers whose own
spin might not be mitgared by the Fove
anvl respect thar permeanes these twa
aceones. The really fime memedrs have
at their heart a certain courage which it
vl embarrass their authors to have
pointed out,

Lately, memoirs have been coming
undher attack oven by other writers,
including  Anna Cnsindlen in an ey
for The Mew York Times Book Review
gitledl, “How Dark? How Stormy? | e’
Recall,” ricdiculing the memoirist's abil-
ity oo tell o truthful story. Whilke she
firvils ehe foerm valmeerable 0 30 cersin
fravdulence, other eritocs find (heme
selveswrithing with discomifor broughi
abou by accounis tht are coasidered
po0 graphic, In an op-ed plece in the
Sunday Mew York Times on April 6,
1997, Tobias Wallf came w the defense
of the most infanwous recent examgple,
“Thies Kiss™

“T heave mever met Barhryn Hasrison,
bar | have mesd haer ook, thooght i
remarkably courageous and well-told
amd have been happy o recommengd
i"

He thinks thet a bad case of politcal
cOrrectness is motivating that rage it
haz engendered and that the critics
whio have attucked *The Kiss" are using
Harrizon as “a target of convenie noe for
their animus agminss the genre she's
w::-rltirl.ﬂ_ in—ithe mesmoir, Al of them
pﬂd:r.'l: their astacks with EUPrESLHINS
af suspicion of downright contemp
for the personal writings that have re-
wcently found Govor with remders ThL':p'
wanl £ bwe seen as I‘::.ld'liiu?: the tremd,
when of course they could nod be more
au couranmt, for it is now entirely the
fashion with cur self-deputized Border
Patecd oo mvew i elismay at the wistful
appeasnee of any new memcir a8 the
gate of lierane.”

“Amemoir,” writes ol “s nodt bad
bBeciuse i is o memoin, but because icis
a bad meemair. . Writers of all kinds are
prone o selfedealisnion. But the best
mcmEfists have an astonishing capac-
ity for secing themselves in the sownd,
fully implicated fn the Bllen creation of
which they write.”

B @ lomg timee, before this defuge, g
few chasgic memaodrs stooed oui: Mary
MoCarthy's "Memonies of a Catholic
Girlhood.” Frederick Exley's “Notes
from a Cold Island,” Frank Conroy's
“Srop-Time,” Viadmir Nabokov's
“Speak, Memory,” Geoffrey Wollf's “The
Duke of Devcepion,” Boben Groves's
“Crocd-bye 1o All That,” among others,

o you, as a reader, make
H,mur way through the thicket

of titles? Which are the real
Mooy, works of litersiome that have
e roaits dn o pourmalistee impualse, an
urge to bl the most eruthfal story than
memory can tell and which ane nog
waorth reading, the selfindulgent
n:||;':|n|.h.'ri|1|.[.'-. ol [redn inar marcissisis®

I have a couple of rubes wr which 1
subject the memoirs [ really read as
opposed o the ones | ghince ar and
dismisy,

First of all, no sentmentalivy, espe-
cully when applicd o chilidboasd, Even
e most formamare Clildhoods are more
than jusi lollipops and licorice,
Disneyworld, parades amd pdggyvback
rdes Memoir, as it concerns child-
hood, often addresses what it is ke
when your life, or your soul, or both,



iwre somchow endangered. 1§ youw think
chikdhood is ome idyllic orip oo the beach
after another, join Mary Karr o one
especially memorable sammer pant in
“The Liar's Club.”

Crrwell, whose essay “Such, Such
wirtes the Joys." 15 a model of bandshed
sentiment, warms, "Whoever writes
abonsr his childbood must beware of
exaggeration and self-ploy. ™

Mor is the author ever the hero of
memoir. More likely, the author i= like
Miary Karr in “The Lide's Clab,” i survi-
vorr, bt me saind, (sains don't ooment
their legless grandmaothers) or like
Frank MoCour, a human mpe recorder
with a heart, capuring the cadences of
Favgghner sanel despmiir in conversations
fromm long ago with ancanmy exacti
tude, but no saing (saints don’t sieal),

Sugan Cheever in “Home Before
Drirk” writes about the pain of having
s ber Gachier 3 man whose own sanity
was wonnded because she wasn rpremy
T his standareds.

John Widernan in “Fatherabong ™ con-
fesses a penchant for vesiting the sorip
jodniz in Springficld. Massachusetes,
whilc waiting for his Bher 1o arvive @
the nearby Amirak station, Williaun
Siryon Lakes us bt thespwy ina men-
ral hospivl in “Darkness Visilble:"
Susannah Koysen reveals the scars from
her surcide attempts b “Giel, |ners-
rupted.” Lucy Grealy slecps aeound.

All the suecessful wreiters of memaodr
wintdngly or unwimingly follow Tobdas
Wollfs strazegy, "Take no care for your
dignity. Don't be afraid of appearing
angry, small-minded, obbase, mean,
immeeral, amoral, calculating, or any-
thing else.”

Fimally, a bitterseoect sense of the
dhoomied nature of the enterprise per-
meates great memoirs in which the
author ill:kllll-'ﬂr"i.‘lli_llll;'h ||:|'||ﬂi.|:'ill'!.I
throughout the texe that while one can
cecteate the past, that docsn't mean
that one can repair it

I 199G, James Carroll's memoir,
“American Begeicm: Godd, My Father
and the War that Came Berween 15"
waon the National Book dward Bor ins
unflinching explorion of Brtherson
perriiory . I an interview in Publisher's
Weekly in 19946 he dasucd this cautwon-
ary noite:

BEvErK S

“I had chis Bnasy when [ was writing
“AnAmercan Reguicm” tharby the end
of it I was going (o foel fine 1 ke
thinking thar | would have worked
through all this stuff, and there would
be a kereeet that U'd the, and 1'd he able oo
puit cdiovwen gy pren and say, “Thanks be
po dxoid. This has been a grear experi-
cnce.” Bt it shocked me o get oo the
end and just feel completely, o use my
fathwer's word, ‘heartbroken,” If's very
confusing o me, really, bocause it's a
very sad story,

“The single most powerful motive 1
have in tefling this siory is that my
children can have it One day, when 1
wesiheed Ty chilclren shrink hock in
fear from my Gither, who by thar time
wits in the grip of Alsheimers, 1 was so
overwhelmed with sadness becanse |
knew they woubd never have a memory
o i wehien b was greasi 1wanme them
iy undlerstangd who be was, who my
mother wis, and what we've been
through together”

We have o wonder: why 0 many
e titles nows What m the culiwee is
cncouragng weiters o loor their pasts
with such a vengeance?

A VEar g Lo H.ml.'_ Thie Mew Wiork
Times Magasine devoled an entire is-
suie o meimode. The cover blared, “TRUE
COMFESSIONS,” and the inside head
asserted that “The Age of the literary
meerede 15 meew . James Atlas, whowrone
the lead essay, cied several culoaral
mearkers with which it would be diffi-
cult to argue

First, theme's the mlk show phe-
momenen: Atks described us as a na-
tion of blabbermouths confiding the
mest intimate details imaginable 1o
stramgers via the airwaves,

There's also the pervasive sense of a
lack of privacy, He poinied ourt a world
CIVETTLLT I1::|.- all thowse hidleos Tictle bar
comles thay seem o contain not only cur
adcbresses and our income, But ilso ouar
proclivities, our secret pleasures and
ourdemons The current logic pererts
the abd clichd: 17 we all five in glass
houses, we might as well be the fiese o
casl a swEne, We live in the cra when
miss communication has cheapened
rather than sancoified most of our ex
changes.

Atlas also belicves that there s a long

rradiion in Amcrican keoers for a cor-

vk et of fotiom o e thindy veiled
autcbisgraphy, books like James Agee’s
“A Death in the Family.” The opening
segment, Kmosvlle: Sumamer 1915, die-
soribcs & mvornent o the cveming when
Agee s 5till a child, hes Barher s still alive
amed the Bmily s ourdoors, lyvlng on
guill s under the stars: By some chance,
here they dre, all onhis carch; and who
shall ever tell the sorrow of being on
this earth, Ivimg, on guilts, on the grass,
inasummerevening. among the sounds
of the night.” But more than anything
Atlas believes that novels, if they lived
upe roy chieir namee, would be delivering
the news: “a picture of how lives are
.'-II:,‘HI:I“':.' 'heiug liveed, ™ B they re e
not. “Fiction,” e writes, “is Gallingdown
om the job,.” Fiction is f:l.'ilil'nﬂ_ﬂ.tih-;_lwh'l.“
the sorrow of being on this earth.

Al arguably truc enough,

Wt thamres is peerhaps one othaer Beior
just asresponsible tan all ofthe abowe,
andd thar is the cynicism, o lack of Gtk
in institugions, that perades how e
liwe amd how we inlerpret oue lives.
When did this corrosion begln? With
Joe McCarthy? The Cold War? Those
quid shovws o TY inothe 90°s weith their
h|i|:|-|'|n'r:|-' sense of the miles? When ithe
Popwe fived all those sainis? Viermam?
WmlepEe? Minon s fesignation? Thi lus.
in Caner's heart? The decburation by
Heagan that trees canse pollution?
Clinton®s alleged failuee 1o inhale?
Pricses who malest, ballplayverss wilo
S T

Porevervone the moment of discon-
nection may differ, but the conclusion
15 the same. You can't count on leaders
tor leadership. 1t's o fecling, ina way, of
heing set adrifc. crphaned, lef o one’s
own resources; The rise of memair, a
ory of the heart at the end of 3 century
whien there is abways an wrge (o setle
Accominis and seores, is the rise ol thee
individual against the chpos and the
conlusin. 1is pl':".-'.'|Ir.'r'|.|:_'|.' LS W sup-
et thee conchusion that in the end the
most hongst, perhaps the only honest,
SOy §% WO shory

The self is the one enduring institu-
[bwt.

Funmeled through the individual,
history s last achicves resonance. @l
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A Basic History of the Pulitzer Awards

The Puliteer Diaries:
Inside America’s Greatest Prize
John Hohenberg

Svracuse University Pross, 300 Pages, $29.95,

By Jack DriscoLn

n newsroom paclance, JTohn
I Hioabse il e s “cinpicd bis noge

bBook™ in “The Pulitzer Diaries.”
More precisely, i has “emptied his
cliney."

et e seee le o with are really “The
Hubenbers Diaries,” racher than whae
the puldisher hills as a “rare, inrimane
examination of the Bl-vexr-old Puliceer
Prizes "

Hohenbere's diarics are thorough,
crisply written but seldom revelatony
absoul the inner workings ofthe Puliceer
sysoem, even though in his intrococ-
tlom he teases the reader by sapdng theat
he felt consorained when he weote “The
Pulitzer Prizes: A History” im 1974, to-
ward the cnd of his 22 vears as admin-
istrator of the awards and seoretary of
the: Puliteer Board

What Diiaries pronddes is a soccino
|'¢:|;:|ppir|.g ol major news that lest| i3
Pulitzer Prives, alomg with soame be-
himel-thweesoemnes activities that, ocddly,
Haohenberg only knoss abowl from sec-
ondshand knowledge.

Wirh soume occasional [Tl ||:|.::|u|1-i:1-
o thrown ing i°s kargely the woek of
a historian, who ceced decply aboar the
FPuliceer process wnd swoeked haed o
keep irs standards high. You won 't find
any smoking guns bere, et alone any
judcy Bdbits for gossip cofumnists.,

lindeecl, mmapivy of the excerprs nom
Hohenberg's diacks relare w his work
with the Air Force, his reflecdons on
wenrhd and national cvens, his teaching
and unrest on campus at Columbia
University,

Had the book focused on the
Puliveers, it might have been a ot
shorer, although 1t's preoy shom 6o
starn wirh, Anc we wonldd have lost in
rewrite a goed deal of o charming chap-
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ter—though again mostly second
hand—aon late Mieman curator Howie
Stmioms, Still, wee would have been leh
with some of the fllowing:

* Hobenberg's nostion thar “joe
Puil e ir. mwst have made bis grandfa-
ther twirl in his grave b leading the
Gl for a Pulicecr Prive for Bill Hearst
and company for thelr Moscow
exclusives” in 19546,

* The assertion by Hohenberg that
John F, Kenmedy was the author of the
hoak thatwoan him the bingraphy award
in 1957 and that it was not ghosed
Hahenberg: °1 satisfed myzellaell be-
fore the jury reports came n that
Kennedy's work producing Frofiles in
Courage’ had been both extensive and
landutory,” Rumors after the vote forced
Kennedy 1o produece what he said was
his hand-sarimen firsi dralt. Hohenberg
never wavercd butdid peopose achange
in procedure wherehy the ard di-
vided ipsedl into small, informal com-
muttees “io cho more of the necsssary
investigating, reading, play goimg and
conncerE atteidineee o backsiog s own
juties.” {(In connecoon with the 1955
prizes, Hohenherg apparently stepped
out of characier when he alked ohe
board chaleman out of upsctiing the
drama jury's chalee tn favor of Tennes-
see Williams' “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof,”
baecause mooone on the board had seen
it Acommites of reo atended the play
thet night, soned Willms pot his Paliteer)

* Dean BEdward Barnett's conoermn as
noted in Hohenberg™s 19060 diaries = then
there have been irregularities in the
conuct of the work of the Advisory

lalin Hohenberp

The Pulitzer
Diaries

Hoard, " although the author gives no
inkling as 1o whar Bareett was referring
i

® Im 1905 08 became kndwe Elil fwiao
bBoared members vored against Edward
Albee"s“Who's Alraid of Vieginia Woold™
withour having seen it, leading o a
provposl by Fresidenn Gravson Kirk chan
‘plays had v be seen and books had wo
be read before the honorable membcrs
viored on jury repores.” (I would have
heen interesting o know whether
Hiohenbe rg thoughn thar rule had been
adhered o, since It s sometimes diffi-
el for "honorabbe moembers" i seee all
three fimalist plays. In addition o pro-
vidding written eopics, the Puliteer stafl
in the last bew years has obtained video
of some hard-to-see plays for special
l.-iuwing 11-]. haxarel members ai the Lin-
roln Center).



* A good description—and soma
sonl searching by Hohenberg—ol the
angst over the Bilore o give a Puliteer
o Duke ElRngoon,

* Long-standing fricton berween the
Columbis Univiersity Trustees ane the
Purlitoer Bosered th Trl::lln:l.'ll:i.n 197 2when
thie Trustees vored doven aveards to The
Mew York Times fore the Pentagon Pa-
rers anil Jul.'k Anderson for reporting
on podicv-meiking in connection with
the Indo-Pakistan War, only o have
Codumbia President William ], Modill
canse @ reversal by thecatening (o re.
sign. Two vears laer MoGiill also pre-
veregd wo other Trusiee denials of
awards o fames Polk and fack White,
Follovwing thiae, the: Trustees refuesed o
ceappoint what then was called the
Puliceer Adlvisory Board. In 1975 Medill
and chalman Joseph Paliceer nego-
ared whar lwyers called a divorcement,
crcanimg a new entity called the Puliteer
Prize Board with the Columbia preesi-
dent as avoring member, the Columbia
joumalism dean as a non-visting mem-
baer and the unlversioe rrusiees being
spparated from the prize process.

speeches ar the Sth anniversary of the
Puliceer Prizcs.

My favorite s from Archibaled
Macleish, who said:

“We need, most ofus, asignol rechs-
pbtkn. Mo recognicion of our ulimae
worth as poes—only poctry icsell can
give that—but pecogniion that we ox-
ist. That we are there. Among those
who went before amd those who will
conme abter,”

Johm Hohenberg was there for a
rp|;|ru_'r|rr:|l,'r;'ml|r}'||I'I?'|.:|Ii|:-':¢-n._;1r|ﬂhis.
rre=tpcnalionns, |rr|||rin!|: wirk will b ree-
mg=mbseredd by those who comae ifter, B

Sharely affer the .".I'r:.l'h'l.u:-rl:q rrginy, Lok
Lariicad] was @ Hhrer-time jurer, ihen a
Fulitzer Hoard maensber for five years. He war
Fidrrar .:_r'.l_n'_-.- Hereon (rlabe fir SN WITE
e i row Fdirer-im- Recidemre ar the MTT
Medur Ll

Some wondertul excerpis of
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A Southern Tragedy

Faubus

The Life and Times of an American Prodigal

Row Keed

I ||il|.*1._'|‘-1:'|:|.' ol Arkansas Press. 384 1’;1;:;:1. B3R ho, 8522 ['II'!,

By SANDER YANOCUR

ne is dead, the other is barcly

living. Both were Southern

governors. The two of them,
Oirval Faubus of Arkansas and Geonge
Wallace of Alabama, challenged the
:LI.II|E||:IFI|!|-'4'1FI|1I.‘" Federal REwErnmenton
the issue ofschool integration and Both
lost. Wiallace has apologizsd for the
harm e did, Faubus, who died im 1954,
never did

Hawing coversd both men. Fauabas
in the Gifties ard Wallace in the sisties,
[ never thoughteitherwas aracist, They
wWiere Opportenist=whoguessed srong,
mot i terms af getting elected time and
again but in what the judgment of bis-
oy would be apon them

A b Wallace offeres] 3 reason for
his actions. Alter losing 2 governor’s
@ in 195H 0 John Famerson, Willlace
vowed, a5 he put it, never oo he
uiﬂllni_ﬂ“l_!n'll.ﬂ.ﬂqjll-'initﬂ e et B, Sudch
a rermark might at that time have been
capriscted feoan @ white politiciam wihio
grew up in the Deep South. Bon Faubus
dlicd mor grow up i the Deep Souch.
Thar was an imperant distinerion in
those days of wial segrepation i the
South.

As Roy Heed, a 1964 Nieman Fellos
amd former New York Thnes reporter,
o Professor of Journalism Emeritus
an the Universicy of Arkansas, poines out
i_".'ll'l!r' o im this h!'lll:'l\t!lﬂ bk, Fanbues
wis not a Ulosvlander,” did nod comae
ot of the South’s plantation country
where, oy Reed puts it “Black and white
whirled togpeather there, tolemating and
11|h|1i|1g each other raw, joined like
ciurelesshy attached Siamese twins in
:.-!_ﬂru.-'l.lli|1|!|,11:|-|_:-r-|:l|'|.:|:|1;|di|||.-|.|.':.||::u.]. S NI
thing less, usually, than mortl oom-
L™

Faubus insteac was an “uplander,”
paard of those who acoording o Reed

were “never quite Sowthern in the de-
marnic sense of the wond, Lacking large
mumbers of slivves, orindesd any neigh-
bawrs who did not ook like themselves
except for 3 few Indians, their mcial
|:1r|.-';|.||liri.:" wols ncal e sdame as the
lomdinders, ., Bereft of proximity, the
Llplil.l'i{lr.'n_-.-ll.:ul nodeep leelings poward
black people other than a strong and
atavistic distasie for stmngers.”

Fherein, | think, lics the weagedy of
Faubus, He was nod supposed to think
ot like a racest. Thiere was ne signal
in his early political career thar eveni.
ally be would, Alded and abeoed by
Fresident Troman's favonioe governor,
Sid MoeMarh, a Marine hero in World
Whar I, Faubus eapddly climbasd the pao-
linkcal lachder in Arkamsas from his base
i Madisom County, causing MeMath to
fater vl mae: “The sorriest thing [ ever
clicl as Governor wis o build a paved
road into Madizon County so Oreal
Faubus coulkd come down ic”

The son of Sam Fauwbus, an ardent
Sowcialise, Orval Fanbus attended Come
sl i l:'.i:lllq'y;t' mear Merm, Arkan-
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gas, in 1935, Commonwealth had s
roets in the Socialise Party dissent that
syrfaeeed I'_H_'ﬁ'l:l'l:'_l,!l,:ll'il‘l-H arscd afier Workd
W Larad e wias F-n:-l.'iﬂri:.'hr:‘tmlm‘ ool s
lefi-wing cepuiation, or 15 SOn per-
haps mofe acearately comended, s
covimamirist bent, thar allivaed Arkan-
g5 Leovernaa Prancis l'...'.hl:l.'r}' Lok wse il
agangt Faubus when he challenged
Cheeey i the 195%¢ Democranic pri-
ey, Cherry thoughin e was on solid
growund, for rhis was the age of
MoeCarchvlsm, thowgh By 1994,
MeCarthy himself was slipping fast as a
force on the national scene. Though
Faubwes dissernbsled oo the issue of Con-
monwealth and as Reed puis e “had
been wching wo run against Coammi-
nism froam thie stan,” Cherry's charpes
angersd others, nowably Harry 5.
Ashmore, Editer of The Arkansas Ga-
seie, the oldest paper west of the Mis-
gissippil and workers in the MoCarthy
organkation lke Ed Dunaway and an-
other brwyer, Henry Woods, mow a 1.5,
Drigtrice judgees in Little Rock, Wosods and
Dhmwty peersusded Ashmore to help
drult 2 speech that Faubus would de.
liver on an all-state radio network, de-
nouncing Cherry, a task Ashmore ac-
cepred even though he was “dismayved
E'rf Fambies's M'\'I'_'I'I'I'HEJJ-' :|I1|r|,||:|-1 tlemiul
anncd his Eater dissembling over ow long
he had stayved” ot Commaonweslth. The
speech helped o defeat Cherry and
mike Faubus govemmor, 1t did somee-
thing else, I set the stigge foe a conflice
a plovwright oight have wrinten be-
mwieen Faubus and Ashmore when
Faubies, 0 1957, defied a Federal
Court order that ad ocdened that blck
children be admitted po Litte Rock's
Central High, Ashmors, with the full
backing of his sencrable publisher, | M.
Helskell, aracked Faubus for non only
defying the court order but also for
cialling onit the stane Matiomil Guard 1o
help in that defiance, President
Bisenhower reluctanthysentin the 101st
Airhorme o enforce the court order,
The: Bk k children were admited, The
following year Boath Ashmore and The
Arkansas Gazeoe were honoced with
Pulitzer Prives.

O yezar Bateer, haivings seom thie Desmmo-
cratie primary and abonat to stact serv-
img his third torm, Faubus, with the
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helpoof the stare legislatere, closed the
Litthe Bock public high schools o avoid
integration angd closed 1|'|t'g." reermainedl
vl thee Gl ol 15955, |:|r|::||||.:|:|'||1:|:'r headl-
ing oo the legislamure the day it passed
the legislation closing the schools With
e was Claude Sdoon of The New York
Tifrves. Notinag that the clock onoa bank
husibd img was playing rousecas the hamds
reachod 10a me 1 asked Siteomn, “What is
the clock playing?” He replicd, “Where
he leads mc, [will follos ™)

Thar fall, Reuven Frank, the pro-
ducer of the Huntlev-Brinkley repont
an MBC Mews, called me and sald he
wis producing an houwre-long documen-
tary of places that Sovier Preomser Wikica
Khrushehey should visit on his tour of
thes Undted Seaves bon womld not. Frank
said that since 1 had alwavs said that
Litthe Hock was the last place where this
wagedy should have occurred. why
didn’t I dir a segment of the documen-
tary explaining why this was so0 T did
thee report saving it showuld not have
happened in Little Rock and the reason
it huppened there was sguarely the
faule of Oeval Faubug. The mest day, a
Monday, people came up to me on the
streets ol Litele Bock with tears in their
eves, thanking me for what | had sald.

Litthe Rowck survived], ax did Faubus,
serving six terms as governor, But al

what price to his state and at what price
i1 the nation. Did he ever pavse for a
msment, this son of 3 Populist father,
whioy hiael stried with no racial pn;iu-
dice, [0 |.'|u-|-'$.li1'lu‘| whethaee b had aided
wivd abetted racisim not fustin Arkansas,
ool just i the rest of the South, Bt
acrias e mation a5 well? Prl.:lb..'l.lill}' i,
oo a5 Meed writes in his sumaming upe
“Fanbrs s actions a8 Ceneal High mighe
have seemed o him simply 2 move in
the Grear Game. He scemed o never
recognixe that the game of polites has
cofsequenees that go bevood winning
af losdmg. While hes 1957 moves plaved
oy araniething like applaose among the
ordinary unthinking white people, i
found more cruel sympathy in those
who ook their hareds serioushy, the
berrd meen who wraveled by ndghic”
“Faubus" is a monuacntal pieee of
weritimg and veporting. As well i shaouled
ke, slnee s author was and remains 1o
rie Pt Wit graniee oo nonumens,

Keasidder Vanocir, -r_.l'ﬁd'mrr NEBC awed ARC
varterpniaent, mow heaaly s oo produciien
vompany, (b Ol Commusivation, He
coirad Mg bantle sver sehoul fintegration i
Listle Rock ra TI58-59 for NBC. He i3 also
e drant af “Mowies tn Time " on the Histary
':’.-;'!"l'i"'l!rl'l"I

About Journalism

“Aan Chpen Cowrtroom  Camers in New
York Courts. Mew York Stave Commit-
e o Review Audio-Visual Coverage off
Court Proceedings.” Fordham Univer-
sy Proess, 245 Pages. §40 he, $20 ph.

“Civil Rights and Wrongs: & Memoir of
Race and Policics.” Revised Edidon,
Harry 3, Ashmore, Unbversity of South
Caroling Press. 450 Pages, 519,95

“Larc-Breaking Forcign Policy: The
Wews Media's Inflluence on Peace ”p-
eratioms.” Warren P. Strobel. Unied
Srianes Instinureod Peace Press. 275 Pages.

“Mapping the Culturcal Space of Jour-
nalism: How Journalists Distinguish

Mews Froam Erterizainment, ™ Sasmocl P,
Winch, Pracger. 208 Pages, 555

“Polivical Commentatoss i the United
Seates im the 20ih Century: A Bio-Crini-
cial Sourcehook.® Dan Mimmo and
Chevelle Mewsome . Grecnwood Fress.
424 Pagpes, §95

“Sencinel Under Skege: The Trumphs
andd Troubdes of America’s Free Press”
stanbey B Flink, Westview Press,

“Spiral of Cyniclsm: The Press and the
Public Good,™ Joseph N, Cappella and
Kathbeen Hall Jameson. Ooclomd Univer-
sity Press, 324 Pages, £15.95,
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The Man Behind the Alger Hiss Case—Who Was He?

Whittaker Chambers: A Biography

Sam Tanenhaus
Bandom House, 638 pages, 835

By RicHarn Dunsan

liper Hizss seemed like anyihing

Bt s communist spy when 1 in-

servicwed hime 30 years ago for
The Denver Post, ot of cowcse thai
woukl be normal For i spy. Hiss, then
president ol the IZZ:Irnn:_:y;i:.' Endossment
for Impermacional Peaoe, was g
around . the country promaoting the
Mlarahall Plan
cleanscut, earnest advocate of the pro-

He eames sy as

BrAm 0O puL oSt Euroge: back on
s foet.

He did me no fvor, however, by
praising me effusively aflterward o
Falmer Hoye, the Ediror, The papser an
the time was heavily into exposing red
ermies and fellow avelers. When
Senaror Joseph MoCarthy denownced
Hiss a few months krer 2s having been
a Cormmunist made in thie State L Mgt
ment, Hovt's managing cditor asked il
I'd ever been a Communist 1 hadn'y
bt at thar parancdd tme it didn't ke
much o arouse suspichon

S0 mudh formy personal encounter.

MeCanhy's avcusaton opened the
wiy for what is still one of the grea
trials of the century. It splin the country
as deeply as did the O Simpson orial,
Hiss uldmarely was convicied of per-
iurg,-—a-.]:l:q‘il‘h;qllf.-’ |1.-i.ng_1ir il uru,rn;i fu Iy
that he never bl Eim;'n any Soate e
pariment documents 1o Chambers and
that he never sow Chambers afer Janu-
ary 1, 1937,

Hissobwaoushy was convering up some-
thing. But the luger questionolwhether
or mol he was o Communist spey still
rroihles many Americans. This ook,
with irs exhavstive research and grip-
ping nasratoee of Chambers's life, wells a
It about this key o the Hiss posede
Bui for some i will Gl shost of resoly-
ing remaining doubies, becanse the au.
thor so clearly fdolises Chambers and
dlespises Hiss,

Sam Tanenhaus, a freclanoe journal-
i3, takes us through Chambers™s lonely,
unhappy chilcbweod vooa career as boih
a brillianr writer and a rue-belicving
pelivical activist—{first a5 a Commuinist
and then as an an-communise. He wis
a kot more than a vengeful wrncoa
with bad recth.

Whinaker Chambors was lwan on
April Fool's day 1900 as Jay Vivian Chame.
bers, son of a bisesxual father, who even-
tlly abandoned the family, and an
ambitious but fanciful mother named
Laha, who dressed pudgy "Vivian'' in a
Lavre] Fauncleroy suir. High schoaol clss-
miates called him “Girlie " “Sunky, and
“Mr. Chamber Por”

Chambers did poocly in school ban
larpely edocated himsell o become, in
the words of lohn Kenncth Gallbraith,
“one ofthe mosravidly incellocieal men
of the conmury.” He found in the amic
barrels of books collected by Grandfa-
ther Charles Whinaker (whose surname
Chambers later ook in place of Vivian)
andd rewd novels by Creoree Elior and
William Makepeace Thackeray and bi-
ographies of Alexander Hamilion,
Abraham Lincoln and Henry Clay, His
Fyvorrite book, which be read many times
sdargingg an ame &, wis Vickor Huoggo's " Les
iscraldes.® He wrote later thoar he
found in it “rhe play of lorces thag
carpied me ineo the Comminis Party
and ||.l.r.-|,'r| carricd me out.”

Al Columlbsia University, he scandal-
peed some with his sacrilegious and
hormoeroc writhngs bt dm pressed rao
voung oral examiners, Mark Van Doren
and Mortimer ). Adler

He joined the party in 1929, sccing it
as a refupge from the troubles of the
wirld and the torment of a family thar
included a craxy grondmorher and a
brother beading foward his eventuwal
suiacicles. Chee of his firsi rl:.‘h:. for the
party was making newsstand  collec-

Whittaker

Chambers

tecns foer The Daily Wooker and picking
up unsnld copees. He soon hegan writ-
ing poems for the newspaper, and De-
fovre lomg he became s regular forcign
affairs repaomer

His writing ranged from mainstream
literatwre to proletarian Goton and
doamatic communist tracts, His trans-
latiom inte English of Felix Salion’s
“Hamhbi”™ was a guick best seller. His
story, ' Can YVion Make Out The lr Vodoes?"
Pecime a classic of Amencan comm-
rvisd Nicticn, Based on anaciual event, il
toald o a martveed organizerof drought-
stricken Birm workers and his wilfe,
wino strangled her starving |'.-.'..|!'r1.' rathier
than see it staree b0 death. lis publica-
tii iy The Mew Masses was a sensa-
Ligar, aind] & dirmatic versiom played on
the radical stage throwghour America
and workcharide,

Az g Communist Parry member,
Chambers leaned woward Teonskvine
dissidence for a time bt then became
adevout Stalinkse As Edivor of The Mews:
Mazses, he warmed “all intellectuals®
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that they would hive to “either aid in
molding history, or history will maold
v, andd in the case of the latter, yon
can rest assured you will be crushed
ancl maimen] in the process ™

According to Tanenhaus, such lov-
alty, plus Chambers™s WAS P, Ivy Leagug
background, impressed Communisi
Party leaders. In 1932, they assigned
him to underground espionage, a3 a
courier s conlact man, He waorkesd
with 3 network of New Deal officials
who were pslensibly parfiore Aderi-
cans but seeretly subscribed o Earl
Browder's Fopular Front slogan, “Con-
mwinim i Twenticil ft‘l.'ll!llr]-' A r-
canizm,” anil mlp-plil:l:l imfowmationm 1o
the Sowiet Lnboda. Chambers later listed
Hizg 1= a member of thar group.

The parry equipped him wich a Leics
camers, and Be 8000 was mectng ¢o-
upr.'nrilll.;lr:rﬁ-:'i.a.]:i o sreel COrners or
incodlce shops, picking up documents,
copying and returning chem, and carry-
ing the filin o Mew York o be for-
wandbed e Moseon,

By 1937, however, Chambers began
o brcnd about Sralin's brutal purges oo
eemove all threars o his dictatorshig.
The rigged Moscow teials of the “bloc of
Righrs and Teovskyines™ and the Faves of
several of Chambers’s friends im thae
party showed hoow suspescied dissidens
could be railroaded or simply mur-
dlered.

Fearing for his own life. Chambers
planned his hreak carefully and grado-
ally eased cver from Communist spy o
dlefisctor wnd informer o several anti-
communist pournalists aod thie U5, fus-
tice Department and Congressional
coMmmitices

e got s josby e Time magsine ancd
RO AT inlprl:mi,'d Henry Luce with his
knowlelgre ol warlel prslitics arwil Fowrs
eign affairs. Luce later called Chambers
e best wriger the magazine every hagd
cmploved. In 1944, Luce made Cham-
ks his point man in swatching the
magmzine's pedicy from reganding Bus-
sidas a gallant partner in the war effon
o castigaring i asan implacable cnemy
af the United States and world peace.

Tomake the eews fit the magazine's
new policy, Chambers wrote many of
the stories himself, relving on his own
sources and changing or ignoring the
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work of the foreign correspondents.
Cables feommn John Hersevand Theodore
White “went right o the wasiehis-
ket

As he worked for Time, Chambsers
was o by fears that Sowvier apents
were gailing him and thot 05 officils
might charge him with cspionage. [n
effect, he mmed stne's evidence, but
by stages, He first described Hiss and
oithiers asmerely Commiuniss Pary mem-
bers, sympathetic w the Soviet Union,
-:ll:'ll}'lllH_!]:l:ll they or laie= ] commenin el
espionage. Later, he sdded the spy
charges, finally producing the *pump-
kin papers,” flm of docoments and
actual cocuments that b said thar Hiss
had given him.

Somes of the documenis weee origi-
nal “serictly comfidential® Staee Depart-
ment materal. Olers were coples thi
Chamboers sid Hliss s wifie, Priscilla, had
teprzdd, Chambers told of a long, closc
relaticmship hoevween his Boaaily and the
Hisses, Hisa's densils formed the basis
frsr v perjuey weials. The frst ended
with a hung jury. The second ended
with wmandmeows convicoion, and Hiss
served 44 months of 4 ive-year prison
sentenee

Basicles splitting the country, the
verdlict was hard on both men. Hiss's
career, of course, wis fimished. He died
in 1996 gl protesting his innoosnce.
Chambers had resigned ffom Time
when he admitted his own spy activity,
Afver the trial, Luce wanted w take him
back, but he dropped the efforewhen a
staffl poll showed almost unanimous
oibyjescioom,

Chambers retreated into self-im-
posed exile and produced a Biography,
"WEtness,” which was a main selection
by the Book of the Month Club and
remai ned on The New York Times bese
seller list all summeer in 1952

Adthough Tanenhaws calls the baook
Chambwers s ﬂl;],h!l:l‘pil.?l.‘.q’.. hi.r-f.'l'rllil'!lﬂl:l"l!i
rhat Chambers porriys Hiss as his po-
litical tevin, both of them as principled
servants of their apposing ciuses,
Tanenhaus savs, on the contracy, tha
“the salient facr of Hiss's carcer wis o
sellserfice bur opporminism,” thar
“Hiss's dlesparane measures—ihe evi-
sioms, the lics, the acting, the smears—
had the mundane purpose of preseny-

ing an endangeresd repucanon.”
Tanenhaws pives the impression that

Chambers, for all his e asan admioned
spy, playved a major role in protecting
thie United States against o communist
plot ooy deseroy it and role dhe seord
Bor with the Coldd War ended, the
Sowiet Union no more, and commu-
s giving wiy o capitalism even in
China, it is bard o recapture the fears
wrl amxsetics char made the rial so
sensational, Hiss such o villain, asd
Chambers, o some, such a bero, Wl

Riehard Dadtren, MNisman Felfow 1054,
HMIE & FEPNITET e rﬂn.n?:l.'.l.w.-:l".!.'.'r_ﬁir' The &1
Fowiy Faet-Dhicpatcl for 31 pears in S5 Lowi,
Worchingaon aud abroaed. He mow lves in
Eftrgpareh, Maine,

Independent Writers

Hired Pens: Professional Writers
in America’s Golden Age of Print.
Romld Welser,

Crhio University Press, 300+ Pages.
$39.95 hc, §17.95 ph.

This is 2 boak aboat fwll-time inclepemmbont
professienal witers whia somehow hive
managed o live abmost exclusively by selling
by mesgasine aned book publishers. They
emerged afier he Givil War with the great
expansion of publishing

Weber, Professor of  American Sjudss ®@ the
University of Notre Dame, has writen a bwely
bk of (hse pens for hire, stacting with
Edgar Allen Poe, who before the war became
the firs American whi ved by words alone,
Thie miost interesfing chapler deals with
jrairnakists who asempied 1o cross the line w
the lerary life. They inchade sach successiol
fipures a5 Mark Tywain, Erecst Hemingway,
James Thrbwer, Theodore Dreber, Bred Haoe
il may péhers.

Fiut lest the resder think that journalism is
anod raimieg kw creaive wriling, remember
than Willa Cather ceseribed iz as “the vandal-
irm of Wtersture.” And she was not alone. A&
Ltherie Jre, 199495 Nieman Fellow wlao went
o by 2 smccessiul career o 1 mvelsg
reggreted the Loss ol “community mimacy”
huat stronghy douhted the vahie of aows
experience. W—rhp




A Reader’s View

Dividing America

By Murray SFEGER

“ai rhr:ﬂ: did it start, thes sleing and dicing of mass
micddia audicnees? The maost conspicios deckine
was among the large, brosd-appeal magazines—
Look, Samurday Evening Post, Collicrs, theoriginal Life. . They

were cafererias of feamres, hard news, picoures and forion

that cowld novd compe e sath the colorful action on ekevision.

The mcks at supermarkets and drog stores are fammed
with magazines, but they are moee and more the narmow-
focused, niche “'zines,” Time, Mewsweek and ULS. News &
World Repom hang on but they have w Gght with ‘Wired,
Pavehology Today and a host of others that have strong.
specific audisnoes.

Metwork radio faded simultangously with the big maga-
Zines, for similar reasons, Where Washingron once started (s
oy with such fine newscasis as the CBS 8 o'clock report, we
have brief bulletins followed by traffic repors, weather and
talk, ralk, mik. Even progeammed dise jockeovs are dinosaurs,

The number of radio stations has muldplied, buar theer
auediences are splintered into ever smaller pieces. Serious
news has been coded to Mational Public Radio (long may it
liwe ).

Incontrass, the number of metropolitan news papers started
P decline incthe 196075 burt their total reading audience his
stagnated. These big papers are penirally prosporous as
quasi-monapolics appealing o omaronous audiences.

MNow gelevision, which started with the widest reach of all
mass media, 15 entering the cra of niche-casting instead of
broadeasting, joining niche rdio and niche publishing, The
mass moedia, thus, are at the heart of the social wend of
semmeniing AmEerican sociery,

Prof. loseph Turow of the Annenberg Schood for Comom-
nication at the University of Pennsylvania has documented
thie trend of sepmenring audiences inhis recent boaok “Break-
ing Up America” (University of Chicago, $22.500. He puts
maost of the blame for the development at the door of the
advertising indusory,

“I believed indtially that massmediz Grms were the primary
sources of this development, a resuls of cxecutives” CompeL-
nion for audiences in the fce of cable TV, home computers,
the Internet, interactive television, CO-ROM and other new
wechnologics of the 1970°s, 1980°, and 1990, he writes,
“Thie more [ooked at the issue, though, the more | suspected
that the advertising industry, in it infleential position as the
mijor support system of U5, media, was the key foroe behind
this divisive message 10 Anerica "

Itis certsinly nioe o fnd an alternative enemy to television
in discussdng a twend as ominous a8 this movement boward
sepaciating the Amenicin people into ever smaller, more
isolated tribes instead of strengthening the cncom passing
bonds of the whole nsion,

But, cerfainky, advertisers hive managed 10 accelerate the

trend teracard publishing the “Daily Me" instead of the “Daily
Us,” as described by Nicholis Negroponte, Divecior of the
Media Laboratory at the Massachosens Instiue of Technol-
agy. The development of computer technology enables
Apenecies o offer advertisers access to narrow asdiences and
make thelr spending moee eost efficient

Bt we cannet ignore the trend when we see figures as
ominous as the Mlelsen estimate thar ABC. CHS and NBC
together were watched by only 49 percent of prime-time
viewers in the rscently ended relevision season, These com-
pranics have reduced their news operations and reach more
often for sasier, cheaper reporing of “popular” ssaes, sub-
stitule magazine progmams for documentaries and buy pic

| tures from freclanoers and forelgn agencles,

Or, when icons of the print media like The Mew York Times
SMugrazine and the New Yorker turn over whole editions o
single topics that will bring simulianeous advertisérs re
sponss,  For Mew Yorker readers this trend dispuises the
ridduction of the annual number of issoes and follows presi-
ous pandering decisions like starting articles on left-hand
pages and giving the right-hand pages o advertsers. Thene
is amcdler trend fos different dividons of medin corporations
i feed or promote cach other, such as Time Magazine

| worrespondents appeanng on CNN newscasts,

In such cases, editorial Judgment 5 ofien subormed o
acventisers-interests o minagements-financial demonds, We

| do not cover the staries we think should be covered but anly

those we can find sponsors for or for which the material is
readily avallable, Why scod out owr owmn reporters when we
can pick up a piece already packaged by our conporntte

[ colleagues? Metropolitan newspapers try to have ichoth wavs

by publishing sections of major news wrapped around other
sections directed 1o individual zones.

Ideally, we can read The Times and then pick op the
mpgane e owners of Ioursaheel drive vehicles, or weatch
frsi-class mertwork nevws and then carch a classic movie or
Favorite bazeball teim on cible. Wae doget 500, or even 200,
cable outlers, will the nerwosks surie?

Turowy sums up that il “we ean afford w pay, or if we ane
important to sponsars who will pick up the @b, we will be
able o receive immediarely the news, information, and
entertainment we order.” “As an entirety, though, socleoy in
the United Saves will lose out.”

Cutting the American audience inte ever smaller slices

| mcans that more and more poople will be isolsted o the

detriment of the wider common goals of society, The wide-
spread lgnorance of the needs and desires of diffcrent com-
omumities within America, already an ominous fact of life, will
become greater. At the rate the advertsers are driving ws, we
will spon all be bowling alone, or in smll leagues of people
st like us, W

Mervsy Serger is 0 1962 Niewan Fellor,
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CosriLed sy Lovis Fiogre

Fighting Libel Suit With the Internet

By Ying CHan

L -:|.'-\'}'~:, I bl,juul:! rr|.1l,'.-||'|f 1y the
Fnll:‘lpllwr, struggling o build

Web pages with the strange hin-
guage called HEML, Ouiside, summer
Fun and frolic were passing me by,

That was June, 1996, the waning
dlays of my Cinderella vear as a Mieman
Fellow, Mesmertized by the new wool, 1
sechuched mysell feoom morming (o nigh
ar Lippmann Houwse, owur office and
howne away from home.

“1"m, learning vo el stocies dn oyl er
languages. The 'Web is absoluely Esci-
nating, Empowering, liberating!™ Tookd
a Ffeend in an B=mail, I don't knosw
whar I'm going o do with this ver,
miyhe 4 work, mavbe ourside work ™

| el firncd oot weliag vo o with my
new skill soon crough,

I Movember, Twas sucd rectminal
libszl i Taiwean for a story on campaign
fimance | eo-wrore with a Taisan-hased
journalise for 4 Hong Kong magazine.
For the nest Few months, ook my cuse
o cyberspace and cocaved a Wel sice 1o
el the world abour the bizaree begal
ardeal.

As reporter, weiter, publisher and
Wiehmaster, | produced more than a
hundred Web pages on the suit, net-
working with friends and strangers far
and near. Many res ponded and came 1o
iy aid.

This April, a Tabwan cowrtr aocpuimed
us of all criminal charges, which cany
up to teeo vears in jail, on the ground
that we have written the story with
“poodd intent” ancd belief in the truth of
our story. A 815 millon civil suit was
Also o [smibssed
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The dectsion has been widely hatbed
as a landmark victory for press frecdom
and demociacy in Tawan amd the re-
gion. Whart s less known is that i s also
a victory for ths Net, Withour the Web,
I mighr srill be able o rally suppo
from inshde the Undied States and over-
seas, but it would be a much slower and
more clumsy process.

Crir ordeal began n late Oeoober
when we broke a story in Yazhou
Zhoukan, a Hong Kong Chinese lan-
ruage weekly, The story reporicd alle-
gations that a cop officlal of the
Eurmintang, Taiwan's riling pacty, had
offered o give 15 millbon oo President
Clinton's campaign.

All hell broke loose afier the spory
appeared. Liu Tal-ving, che KMT official
whin albepedly made the offer, charged
uz with defaming him and damaging
the interest of his pamy and the coun-
try. The Central Committee of the KMT
mie ared jodned the choms o denounoe
vz, Soane beglshators sugpested that our
story was a plot by the Chiness commu-
nists while local newspapers reponted
that Taiwan's National Security Burean
had begun investigating links to the
communists. Finally, Lee Tengs=hui, the
president of Taiwan, stepped ingo the
fracis arml phedged his support for a
crirminal libel suit

Wi il struck o o merve, Crarstory
had offended a powerful man in Tai
wan, President Lee and Lin had been
rWETImaies 48 ]_;r.u,ll,r.llc stuclents ail
Coenell University. As hewd of the KMTs
Pusiness management cormmittbos, Lo
oversees the parmy's formidable busi
ness empire, with §3 hillion asses in

seven holding companies and Invese-
mienis in at leasi VD0 companies. Lio is
also known as the unofficial foreign
minister with a private war chiest, the
archivect anmd mastermind of the island's
controwersial “money i plomeacy.” By
ery year, he spends hundreds of mil-
licyms of dolbiors investing ovemsasas inan
elfont to secure Iriends and goodwill
around the world

Crur story included Liv's denial of
the alleged offer, But we didn't hokd

¥ing Clhuts fefe The Ehanly Mews in faly affer
JEWER Wi an @ vepuvder, I Seprewider ihe
bevarne i Freedem Ferwen Mealic Sewaies
Cemer Feflon: in New Yark Cigy, working an
& prafecy fivled “Anzniing ohe Presi—a
Crirical Swerwey of Libed Dirigarion in East
Asfa” fimgormation st the fellawivip & e
rp o e, mediatwdier, org’

Sellowsnen. ftmdi ferween the ewd af her ol
el dire Begiwning of her frifmopp Chan
warked wn mrrions frecdenee peafects, erch-
ing producing @ Webnise on covering children
Jor sive Columbta fourmaliom Selead (hrepof
chiddren g colnmbia.ean ). Char 5 adversary
i ey dmvswde, KT offecwad Lwn T -vine,
v appeled to Tarwsen s bagl coners, uvbick o
exprerted fo cwmdracr & wea i G b fodl



him in mortal bear. Instesd, we tol-
ovwed the story and wld it like it was,
which offended him greacly, “Tve wold
v the story is nof frue, and you still
print it,” he would complain again and
aggain in his brieks and court estimo-
ries later. He also namesd the source of
our story, a political consultant in Tai-
war, a% @ elefendant in the some suait

Fnrr‘l]p, 1 pl:llxlvl:'rﬂ;l:ul:rl:1|:|!i| . Mp
colleague in Taiwan could be jiled
while the magineg, thresnened with a
&15 million lawsuit, could be in jeop-
arcly. 1 necdled o get suppori in the
most speeidy way o buck the vicious
attacks on us from halleworld away. 1
also had a Pull-time job and no clescal
help, | decided o pur wogether a Web
site o let people know what had hap-
pened, Thad neither money nor power,
Bt 1 bzl information and the gechasls
LR A0 et JE OuE

The weekend before Thanksgiving, 1
ROl [0 work rning pliin wexis inm
HTML: wire stories, 4 protest letier 1o
Mresideng Lee I;I!r' the Investigzarive Hee-
pocters and Editoes association—the
first growup po fire off a lener—and an
oft-lime open lemer to Lee for people s
SN,

To preowide somue eontext. Lincluded
Lekes vo Wely sdves of Free-spoeech grovps
and information on campaign finance
ard reform efors,

heough E-mail, a few friends of-

fered ideas and editing help.

Frederick, my i-year-olkd son
and a high schoand junbor, bebped teeak
the codes, A domain  npame
"mw.}llngl;'hun.l:nm.-' iy hirother,
Micky, had registered bor me ciume in
handy. And when the New York com-
pany that rented me serrer space asked
for a #5000 fee for hosting the interactive
pages, [ iold the owner to get lose aond
upkcaded the les o the serveral Micky™s
COMPUBEr Coam Ry im Hong Kong. The
site went up Thanksgiving day.

O the Inpernet, geography and dis-
tanee disappers, All thar matiers ane
byres{digital dlavasiee), MHZ (compurer
chipspeedyand bands (maoclem speed).
I kepe my sive simple and graphicfrec
tos ke it acoessible even |'.|:|.' the tech-
nodogically challenged compuiers.

“The evheratack i3 on. Check i ou

HIEMAN MOTES

at httpSwwew vingchan.comy,” 1T E-
mailed friends around the globe, Rl
bovwr Miemans and cybe rpals whom ve
VR 1118

Thiz message o variations of it then
muiltiplied, being forvwarded s Emil
mailboxes and listserv—Internet dis-
cussin groups—mncluding the IBE, the
AAlA and the Sociery of Professional
Jomirnalisis.

Alrnostinstantdy, people began sign.
ing up on lne from as far as Sourth
Alrica, Hrazil, Japan, Swoeden and feom
all cwer the United Stanes,

Again through E-mail, [ aleered me-
dia organizations, referring theom v the
Web site. Mo Xerox or Fedex of docu-
ments or annoying phone-ags. People
amywhere could get the whaole story by
soring o the Wiets,

Unlike prine or other medivm, the
hyperiext language of the Wy allows
me to link opeether fles and explaina
complicated sitsation o people, In-
cluding those who have absolurely no
Background on the ssue and the play-
ers. And | have the luvoury of infinite
space, of news hole, o wll the full
story. There is also insteon dellvery,

Most unporantly, the Internet has
crcated for me a community. Friends
ol wnd new kept up with develop-
micnrs of the suit and sent E-mall oo
offer ldess, encouragement o just 1
fewr kimed words, Twonld sie in frome of
iy Eevo-vear old Peatium 9, updating
the site ineo the wee hours, A% a wired
woman, | never felt alone,

Evervthing about the suit went on
the: Welwsine: protest letiers from groups
likes the Commmuiites o Prostect I_[I.:II.IFI'I.'.I'-
ists, the Reporters Committee for Free.
dom of the Press and the New York Ciry
Bar Association: a codumn by Anthony
Lamavi= of Thie Mew York Timaes and exli-
torials by The Wall Street Jourmal,

Aniher day, | woke up and Found
among my E-mail a lecer from the In
termational Federton of lournalists
based in Brussols

e turned owe thar Linda Poley, na-
tional president of the Newspaper
Cosiled, havd learmed of the suin froan her
E.amail and alemed the IF. Morning
coffec in hand, | started adding HTML
tags vo the 1F) leoter. Fiftcen minuics
Larer, i was up on the Interncr.

Amcd the signatmires kept growing,
firse fwom friendds and colleagues, then
frcamn people |didn't knose The wond
wals gertim out. A global coalition was
taking shape through the Net.

The growing International attention
wiks ot lost om the KMT

“We expiress deep regret about what
Ying Chan is doing,” said EMT spokes-
mian Tsal Pi-huang @t a press confer-
cnce in Tawan on December 9, “The
o defendants should argoe the cise
in court instead of trving to intecfere
with justce by cridcizing Taiwan an-
thorities on the Intermer.”

He promised that the mling party
woukkd put its own open letter on the
Infemet.

I dutibully reported his displeasure
on my Web sive, linking it a story on
it by the Central News Agency, Taiwan's
official news agency.

“hny time politicians choose 1o de-
bate reporters instead clthreatening 1o
put them in jail, thivt"y good rews,” sid
my December 11 Webnaotes, an occa-
signnal 1,'].'!115111'::‘:.-’ - .Oaar iges weill
bring vous the KMT leter (through links
of repost) onde it becomes available.”

Thu KMT was saaied b have weitten
!'Itll‘l'!.l."lhi"l.;_. Fauat 1 rwevesr say theer
open lewer a is official Web
site. And 've mever heard the KMT
plkimg about aeyberener again, In rwo
wiseks, we urned the table on them,

“Wery inrerestiing and fascinating use
af the medium,” Macah Mosvison, edi-
powial writer for The Wall Steect Jourmal,
abecrved inan E-maidl. “["ve been visde-
ing vosur Wish sbte and moiced the ne-
markable thing about @t potting the
EMT on the defensive.”

“The Web paee is a great ool and it
is serving a nble purpose ™ observed
Bill Kowach, Curmtor of the Niemsn
peogram, in another B-mail

In April, the CPl and 10 LL5, media
companies—The Associated Press, The
MNew York Daily Newes, Dow Jones Co,,
The Times Mirror Co., The Mew York
Tirmaes Cov,, Time Inc,, The Washington
Porst Co, ABC, TS andd NEC—submit-
ted anm amicus brwefon our behalf, Within
days afver the bricl was hiked with the
court in Taiwan, its full text, 46 pages

| long were upat the CP) Website (hip:/
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Aarwewe cpforgh. When we wore acogud-
feel 2 weeek luer, the CF] e me in
repocting the ruling on its sie, The
Webh had beoome an effcient vl for
getting the news out,

Meanwhile, the saga continues. KMT
oaffic il Liv soscen filed anmappeal, forcing
s intoemather rovnd of baode, And we
are more ready than ever, Tnformation
weanits o be free. With the Ingemet,
there's no godmg back. W

—I1H3—

wWilliam A, Towmnes dicd June 2 of

respiratory faflure at ape §H in
Weaverville, North Carolina, where he
retired in 1973, Townes was o Clove
landd Press veporter when he won his
Micman Fellvaship, He went on to
become an edibor on magor metropoli-
tan dailies, including The Baltimaone
Evening Sunm, The Miami Flecald, Thae
Detroit Free-Press, The Los Angeles
Examiner and others, but he was Largely
known as g “newspaper doctor,” ae-
cording to Time magazine, long before
thar term came o mean g bottomeline
consulomt. Townes"s Fomte was taking
Eailirgg elailies n small fowons and mgk-
ingr them profitatde by frst becoming
readable, attractive and especially re-
sponsible. Advertisers had no editorial
CHAY in Towmes's [T !|||._':|.' wrrs Ak-
tracted by growing readerships. Sube
seribwers were deawn o Townes's -
pers because his saffs served and
respecied their peuders, He s survived
by is wile of 63 years, Lucile, and son
Bevoks of Sausaliog, California. A daugh-
wr, Alta Lucile Townes, died basc Dhe-
cembber.

—1956—

Julins Dmzscha nvrricd Suzanne
Yan Pen Howrk in Las Yegas on June
21 %an Deen Hewrk is a fBashion designer
whose dlothes, under her noome, ave
wilil I:hn'.ugh-l:ﬂ,ll thie cosintry s,
mosthy roetired, is doing some work for
Presstime, published by the Mewspa-
perAssociadon of America. He is lommeer
director of the Washington Jowrmalism
Coenter and former Washingion  Post
repwter
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Ray Jenkins has a new book out,
“Elire] Vengesnoe: The Roy Moody Mail
Bomb Murders,” published by this Lne-
versity of Geargin Press. The book is an
accommne ool thee federal, seoe andd local
irvesstigations intothe 1959 mail boanbs
thar wok the lives of a foderal judge in
Alpbguma and a civil sighes arorney in
Cricorgil, Walter Lerow Mooy, e, whio
wils crentually arrested and convicted
of the beanbsings, blumed socicoy For his
Failires

Jenkins is & Policzer Prizc-winning
former syndicaned colummnise and Edi-
orial Page Edivor for The Balimone
S,

Al W (Alexander) Maldonado's
bowk, “Teodoro Mosooso amd Pueno
Rico's Operation Boorstrap,” was pub-
Hshest im June by che Uiniversine Fross of
Florida. Maldonado writes

“In 1954, 56 pears after the Unitedd
Starcs tock Pucno Rico from Spain,
F Iy, Roosevelt oricd in exasperation
‘that place is hopeless, hopeless

“Irn the lage PS0r's am] 19540 Poerio
Ricoexperienoed an economic minacle,
Rexford Tugwell, (the last American
governory wrote im 1953 It is not too
much to say that a transfermation is in
progress [in Puermo Rico] which for
bosngg time will bie cne of the wonders of
human hlhrnl':,-"

*This bk tells the story od Teodorn
Muoscoso, the Puerto Rican whao onganed
amnd ran Operation Bootstrap. 16 de
scribes homw thismirele was porformed

*Aloscoso woend o o serve as U,
Arnbassador o Vereeoela, and in 194691
wits mamed by President Kennedy o
head the Alliance for Progress, ”

— 19—

Richand C. Longwosrth, scrdorwriter
for The Chicago Tribune, won the Chver-
=15 Press Club Award for the second
timng in four vears, this tmae for a seodes
o the impactof the global economy on
the Undted Sanes, Japan and Westem
Europe. He s turndng the serics into a
bowok, schedaled v be published carly
MEXT ¥EIr

—

Jonathan Yardley has a new book
out, “Misfit: The Sirange Life of
Fredenck Exley.” published by Bandom
iz, |:'I|1._':¢""A]$ i troubled, dedicaned
writer, whose repubation wis based on
crve acclaimed book, “A Fan's Moges,”
"r';-m:_lil_"!.' Is the Pulitzer FI‘i:.l:l._'-'l.i'iI'll'liIIH_
bawak eritic gl @ columndst bor The
Woiashingion Most. e is the duthor of
fisr Books, inglucling “Himg: A Biogra-
plvy of Ring Lacdner,” and “Chur Kind of
People: The Stocy of an American Fam-
ily,” and ix the cditoe of “My Life as
Avithor and Edivoe,” by HAIL Mencken.

— 7

Robert . Melson dicd of candiac
gy |.:l|'|_||.||:'h.' EFTRNTEY [TRTV TS ill"ﬂ'rih‘.ﬁh.‘}'.
Mass, He wais 67, Nelson was a retired
reporier and Edivor ar The Chrlstian
sctenoe Monitor and was the host of the
“Maonitor Beports” TV show. He began
ar The Montor in 1954 Nelson waon a
Squciety af Professdonl lovralses award
for his coverage of rave relations in
Chicago n 1960 and 1961, and was
Managing Edirar for features when the
paper weon roos Puliceer Prices

Melson also plaved the trumpet and
was amember ofthe Conoord Band. He
leaves his wife, Darren, twa sons, o
davghner, amd five prandchildren.

—1979—

Frank Van Riper, photographeraned
writer, sends us “a happy hit of news
about the first photograph of mine to
he accepred by the Mational Porerait
Gallery”™ in Wishingron, Tl |1-11|:|I!|-




Hl'.-l[:l':ll o nowerlisg ."il.-n;-phi,-n KinH,n'.III l1e:
hung as part of the Gallen's rogaging
exliibition Of new acgueisilions.

Van Riper took the phots of King in
I:!qnlg_nr. Mairve, wher: Hing lives. Knove-
inE_ aboan Hing'h lever: ol hasacball, Yan
Ripser wanbel to shioot the prhoio ae ihe
Bamgpos Livtle Lesygae leld King donanied
o the community, But on the onldy day
arvel time when King wes available, “the
weathaer was cold, dank and dizely—
with the promise of more i comae, On
arrival in Mzine, 1 rushed o the ball
fickd, stll hoping o be able Ao
sonme way o ke the shog there, and
hit wpon the space under a concrele
rrage bisdiog wp e the geadstamds. I
was sl obviously a spoats Geld (rom
the lgho pole and scoreboand in the
bBackeround. In addicion, the smp cre-
aped an interesting angular shape atthe
top of the frame that | bopod o mimie
with Swephen's body 0 had a hall
Srephen King was a sweethearn, The
picture mernced out great. There @5 a
o "

The photograph also appears in Yan
Riper's new book, A Wiorld Apart Thrwin
Emst Maine,” the sequel o his 1992
book., “Faces of the Eastern Shore,”
which Is a porteain of life on the Chesa-
peake, “AWiorld Apare” thosssn'tyet have
a publizher, but Van Riper is optimistic
about it prospects,

—19R6—

Geneva Overholser, Ombadsnean
b The Washington Post, was elected
chair of the Puliceer Prive Bosed. She
succeeds philosopherand writer Sissela
Bk, whiy is metiving from the b
Chwerholser was Bditor of The Des
Mosinss Regisier (eoam 199HH (0 1995,

—I9RT—

Chairles {Chuck) Alston and Susan
Dentzer announced the bivth of their
sian, Samucl Hill slston, on June 25
The Family also includes S-vear-oid
Willke, Alston is Exeoutive Diecctor af
the Demnocratic Leadership Council and
Dienteer is a Contributing Edige with
L5, Mows & World Repore.

NMIEMAN NOTES

Hong Kong Reunion
Mieman alomnl o Flong Kong

Last June for the handover to Chi-
nese sovercignty gathered for a
brunch of bagels anc dim sun dor-
ing the territory’s dwindling hours
a% 2 British colony. Jonathan
Ferziger, "9, his wife, Miriam
Herschlag, and tots Yishai and
Meray hosted the event, which fea-
tred a string of Sminute *mini-
aowndings.” Interestingly, almost
nobody was in the same job they
had gone back to from Lippmann
House. On hand were Tom
| Ashbrook, 96, and his wifc, |
Daniclle;, Marcus Branchli, 92
Ying Chan, "96; Laura King, ‘97,
Jenny Lo, 90, David Marcos, 906G,
his wife, Migdalin Martinez-
Marcus, and of course, young Ben-
jamin Marcus; Rich Read, "97, and
his wile, Kim Kunkle, Karl
Schoenberger, 95, and his wille,
Susan Moffat; and assored off. |
spring. Prince Charled was a no-
-~ show but fow seemed e mind.,

T |

— 1992 —

Sian Gerossfeld, photographer ancd
Asmoeciute Bditor for The Boston Globe,
has a new book oul, “Lost Futures—
Char Forgotten Children,” Tha book is
based on work that spanned two de-
cades and chronicles the prodlems of
(58} ngzer rcl r.l-l:l"r'l‘ﬂ':.lﬂrl:,'lli'hll'lr'l'l aramancl
the world. The book includes some
Pulitzer-winning photographs. The
original work won a local Emmy, the
World Hungge rYearawand, and received
hweers Mrowm thae Overseas Pross Clul,
the Robert Kennedy Foundsation and
the Mational Press Phosographers Asso-
cizrion. Royalies feoam the sale of the
Bk wvill go po LM ICEF,

—19935—

Gagan Gill*s second collection of
posctry, “Andhere Men Budkdha,” (The
Huddhas of the Dark), has been pub-
lished by Rajkamal Prakashan in New
Deelhi. Her fiest collection, “Laucegi Bk
Mo Ladak,” (One Day The Gird Wil

Kegurm), carme out in 1989 Gill's poetry
b Been described in g review as "L'\'I.IlH'i-
Llive, Furtinative, speculitive poerey,
sitdland sombare in tone and fnely Boned
i exccutin. . " Here is o, “Anis”
sl oo the Himdi By Harisl
Trivedi:

“Ants had forgoren thelr sy home

“They would erasslin s line berween
ourslecpand ourbody. lntherr memory
by spreadd invisilde Tour, which had
bere i seattered soicke in soome other tinoe
amd place. Looking for it they seould
eraverse the earth from ome end 1o che
ochaer, They woulkd dig their teeth inga
anvything livingordead. As they crawled
o, the sormoaws of the carth would
bescosme lighter so thar the four direc-
i wioubd swirl around. all confused.
The noeth and the south poles would
change places. Bur notody could know
thie sorpow of the ants.

“Sayhe they wers Wonbe monoe U eon
a thme.”

Gl b= abso Guest Bdvor ol *Yatra 6
wWritings from The Indin Suboont-
nent,” and Editor of “Ham Kumar; A
Jourmey Within,” B Kumar, svhodisd
thiree vears ago, was a painterand shor-
SOV WTHIET,

Michael Skoler and his u'iﬁl;'l Mlziria
Kirsch, left Mairobi and MPH this sum.
mer, Here is an update from Michael

4T have received & Fronk Batien Fel-
]l.:m's‘.hip_ which pavs [ i-erlln'l:l!'n‘!n i
et an MEA 3t the wellregarded Univer-
sty of Virgirnia's Darden Sehoanl. Mara
and I packed up ourlife in Nairobi, after
apending nearly foue years here, which
albser macans wee packied vp our S-imsonth-
ol daughier, Elizs smine Cerise (yes,
i’ s @ longg, unusual noame, and there's g
lomgg story behind i)

“Mairaly has been wonderful fore us,
Moy sint as NPIR's Africa correspondent
has kepr me on the road e oo much,
bur the stovics have becn Bscinating
and the life and jomcnalism lessons
important, Maria, who ot her MPH
degree at Boston University during the
Mitman year, jumped headlong into
her mew feld with a demanding job
mianaging tamily-planning programs in
Keoyva and Ugandda for che non-profil
u;rg:l:ni.ql:il.m AVSLE Internsiticon:al
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“In spite of work, we kepl ep oor
cutelaors cxplorations, hiking and
comping a fair bit in Kenya, climbing a
couple of the highest mountains in
Alfrica, spending an hoar with the gosil-
las im Uganda, mouring Lanzibar, Ethio-
i, Ertrea and Cape Tosen, Souch A
rica

“The future is haey at the momentd. |
am resigning from SNPE—the company
docsn't allow szaff to rake pan years of
leave ar a vme. My reasons for geming
an MBA are many, rom a desire o
understand che business culiure that is
dominating the world 1o a recognition
thar someday [ might wanr o man a
ruews organ earkon . Maria plaps tospend
more fme with Oliza, wach namoral
childbirth classes and perhaps work in
awomen's health dimic.

“Char mew address will be: LO0 Dvy
Drrive, Apt, #3, Charlomesville, VA
2290%, We would cojov visitors and
have a guest room, MMy NPR E-mail acd-
dress shoubd be gpooed into Movember,
|1'|~:l'-c-e1||-::'|:-:_'|:'r|.pr (g, sl this Bl | ex-
pect o have 4 new account at
skodermiirdarde n.ghus, virginia. edu.
We are both really kooking forward to
being at a universicy again, as well as
closer o home and Eliza's grandpar-
ents. This time, Maria wants i@ get in-
vabved in acting, and UL b ghe one
grinding away for o degrée”

— 17—

Iry BEMRH, ."lrl'].'m MITIE h;'g.an i fewars
wear jourmisy of digging up dosty coun
files aned reacking down reluctant wits
nesses in the case of Blmer “Creronimo”
Pratt, a former Black Panther leader
sentenosd oo life i prison for a 1968
murder in Samta Momica, Calif She
pursusd the seory cven after Chicts Har-
s, her eam reporter, died of a hean
artack. Pratt, a former Black Panther
leader, contemnded that police and au-
thoritics knew he did not commar the
crime, Hiz conviction was based largely
on the testimony of ome man, who
azserted that Prait had confessed o
him, and wrhao also denied being a gov-
ernment inkormani Ming's televisinn
repeirs examined the issues, sEfting ol
sochain reactiodm thsit lecd g0 thae: Oira e
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MIEMAN WNOTE 5

Tokyo Reunion Shows Nieman Network Works

Tiskyo

Migman Curator Bill Kovach, "HEY, came o Japan o see the Miemsn E"L'“l:-':l.-'.-.
living in Tokvo. The trip, made wogether with bis wile, Lynne, was from July 21
ter 27, His Japan vour wits an extension of his seven-day visit to South Korea,
alficially sponsored by the Korea Press Center

Bl aned Ly had wanred we come o Fapan as a fun e Unfosmoenaeely,
however, the Jrpanese media woald clid nor allos BE voodo so. Inseead, e bad
tor give lectures abour the Interner and journalism e the Foreign Correspon-
dents’ Club of Japan, the Japan Mewspaper Publishers & Bditors Association and
the Intermational Howese of Japan o more than 1200 joumalists, scholiaes,
researchers, newspaper managers and others, Bl and Lynne also paid coaresy
visits 1o Asahi Shimban and Kvodo Mews, oy organizion

O Juaby 26w had a veundon oty snche Jupiver Sky Banoueet Half on the 36th
floscar of the fancy ANA Hotel. o spive of the beavy rainin the evening broughi
by Mo, 9 yphoon of the year, a waal of 20 old, new and funere (or wanna-be)
Fellows and Fellows' affiliares colebrared the Nieman nerworks, The panici-
pants included Kazee Kuroda, "S7 Cwchio was a Fellow wen Dwas borm ), Melvin
Gog, 77, Atsashi KEase, '8, Mitsuko Shimomura, ‘55, Mary Jordan, "0,
Ausushi Yamada, 94, with his alfiliawe, Junko; Mana Koshio, "95, with her
affiliave, Hiroto Kawabata; Suvendrini Kakuchi, 97, and my affiliaw, Masaloo.
Foermunarely, Fhillip Martin, "28, and his affiliage, Bianca Baggio, who hap-
pened o be in Tokyo, jolned us oo ke advantage of the early st of dheir
upcoming Micman vear. W —Hiza Mivacake ("90) mivatakedoserim. orjp)

Comnty’s Superior Cournt’sovermaming
Fratt’s conviction, On June 10 Pra
wialkes] out of prison afer nearly 27
vears behingd bars

Mg has weon numerows peards lor
hezr wrk,

= | 90F—

Phillip W Martin spent June aond
July in Japan as 4 US.-Japin Fownda-

tlovy Media Felloow. He planned oo travel
v several clthes to soudy dred worite abaot
Japan's ethnic minorcites, Martin 15 a
senior producer for “The World,” a
public radio show o WGBEH-FM, Bos-
bom

The Japan Society is secking nomi-
nees for its 1998 Media Fellowship pro-
g, IS address is 333 East 47 Sovet,
Mew Yok, MY, 10017 1



HNIEMAN WNOTE S

Look What's Happening to Lippmann House

By Susan GoLDsTEIN
AND Jak ROOSEVEL

5 with many other Harvard buidlad-
ings, Lippmann  House 5 under-

BOANE CcORSIAECIE [ mocl the Amcrcins
with Phsabilicies Aot We have consddered haow impor-
tant the house s o the Neman experience and have
tried v make changes than will improve the wse af the
huilding swhile meeting ADA requiremenis. The en-
trance will be made aceessible o people in wheel-
chairs, a handicap accessible bathroom will be buile
and all fellows” activities will be on the Grsr Door.
Phase one of the project is being done during this
summer, and the fnad phase will be compleved nexe
SUNITIET

Wi have been careful to maintain the hisgoric
integrity of the house that Ebenezer Francis built in
L85G, but there will be stme changes in its appear-
amce, The tront Bown s being graded ineo a gradoal
slowper to sicoommesdace a brick pach that will wind in
an H--..luru.' arisungl the ~:Ir.|ig|1| walkway frovm Framcis
Aveniwe ton the Fromt door, "This will requilre oo sets of
steps in the steaight walkweay and an extension of the
front porch, Lynnge Kovach has guided workmen in
saving many shrubs and other plants.

The second staff office on the left as vou enter the
frong hallway is being converied into the fellows
coampanter rooan. Bl btk Tibhinx has moved o the
secondd Mooe. A |L'.J|||:|i|.'u.||-:1:|.1'|.'n'i|‘:||1- bBaihiroom is be-
irg sivilt im the area in ront of the kitehen {where the
copier wash. The basement stairs will be relocated mo
the backofthe kitchen, The apariment attoched to the
Micman Foundation on the firsg and scocomd flooes
will be incosporeted into the pullic spoace. The un-
dir-the-smirs bathroom will hecome i closer. The
praceful winding staircase will remain wooowehed.
The Curator™s offce and thar of his assiscamt will
remudn o the fiest Aooe, as will che seminar eoom and
the receptionlst's desk All other staff offices will be
on the second Aoor.

An additicen between the kitchen and the senidnar
rosom willl be constreoied ower the existing back porch
cluiringg mext summer’s phase teo. After constrocuon
is completed next year, the kitchen and adjoining
addelition weill become a library/meeting arca’'minimal-
wse kitchen, B

P er e Kiassiid
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End Note

| Anthony Lukas,
A Memoir

By ANNE BERNAYS

first met Tony Lukas in the fall of the year of his Nieman

Fellowship, 1968, He had been auditing, along with a

couple of other Niemans, the gradwate seminar in biog-
raphy given by my husband, Justin Kaplan. They were
supposed w only lisgen bue they “contribired ™ so enthusias-
ticzlly thar Justin had oo remind theny of their special—and
n doubt fruseeating—seams.

Tony was about 35, He seemed both older and younger.
CHder because of purplish halFciecles under decp-set eves.
Al pounger because of his openness, curinsity, and sensc
of play. 1T were asked 1o name one characieristc thar miost
belonged 1w Tony | would say his absolure lack: of guile,
agendid, pretendousmess. He naseer tried (o impress o mess
arcarnd with vou. Tony was, above all, stradghiforusand,

This teadt alone made pecple want 1o be with him, my
hussbaind and Dineloded. We saw a log of o that veas. When
he returersed o Mew Yoak amd his o al The Mew York Times,
woee saw him far bess ofven. Bur we talked frequently by phone
amd when he came o Boston oo research and wrloe "Com-
o Crpoundd ™ s picked up whaere we d left off. A ohis podne
he hod discasded several other book ideas, one of them
about the troubled city of Newbungh, Mew York Bur he
fmally decided on a sulxiect thar would penetrate o the heart
amd soul of an even mose proubled city, Boston, as seen
through the lens of the Lives of three familics,

This weay bz pursuesd the bdea for this book was, at beast for
me, astonishing, Every problem, every contingency secmeed
upped a notch or teo: which Bumilies should e chicose 1o
write aboul? How far back in their histories should he go?
And s0 on. He wanted—nn he needed-—other people’s
opinions, and you deemed ita privibege o be in on things as
the book took shape, Tony wias never on an ego-rip—all the
nail-biting and hancharinging was about amack and exec.
tion, He badf towrite the best book ever ahout Boston, What
emerged many years kiter was the resulcof labor so inensive
it was almost obsessional, One time he flew up 0 Nova
Soodim=—irt his o mdckel—io visie the graves of one of bis
Families, He went to Irelard o rrack another family bo s
source. We thowghn he was overdoing iva Livde bur ic iueoed
ot that each time he discovered something thar helped
ke the baok incompasidy rieh, Whenever be nocced @
seone, Tony fownd out what Ly beocath i
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Tomy wis a worcricr and you coubd sense, by his raw
reactions o things, that he was delicately balanced. Ar dinner
o ndght, with himyand his then-fiancee, Linda Healey, 1 sakd
something terminally Aac-footed, something 1 believed thien
and no lomgerbeliove. §said that | thought any good ook will
find the audicnoe it deseeves. Tony neacted as f 'd dumped
a piecher of ice water down his back. For a moment or two |
thowght he was godng to throw something at me. Hiolng a
nerve doesn't begin o describe what had happened. T real-
Lotz oo bate, that his sharp, well-documented book abot the
Mixon years, “Nightmare,” which was not 4 best-seller, had
been blankcted by the heavily prometed and spectacular
Woodward and Bermsteln book of teo yvears lacer, “All the
President’s Moen.” same cast of characters, same story. That
book had scooped up any stray Watergate fans who might
have boughe and read Tony's book

Staybe Lelichn't kmoowr bk s woel] as 1 ke o think 1 did, bt
Toomy came across as affable and abarays up for un, What went
an beneath this engaging manner—or maybe it was only
once ina while that he was severely down and at those times
he stayed away from people who would say “Hey, Tonoy,
wihat's wrong with vouwf™—what went an is only conjectune
Linda Healey, whom he marcied in 1982, was not only crasy
about him but seemed abbe o give him the kind of emotion:)
nourishment b needed. Looking back you can only guess at
the solitary pain he must have endured for years.

The last time | saw Tony was in March ata book party given
my husband and me in New York by Bhona Kiley, the former
wife of another Nieman Fellow, John Kifner, and Sheron
"I_IH'F. wihim we et VEErS AP0 l|1n‘1uﬁjl 'i'l'u:]-'. Toany cane e
the party with Linda and seemed, as usual, w be enjoying
himself. Recently elected President of the Authors Gudld, he
teased me about The Writer's Union, on whose advisory
besared [ st (without ever having been ashed for any advicee).
He saiel, “the Wrirers' Union is a pain.” At that moment we
weere interrupred amd 1 never foond owe why he thowghe so.
T sy [ wish we oould continoe thar conversation—or any
conversation at all— = an understae ment of the sor used oo
cover my own pain at the Ioss of this pood friend and gallant
writer.

Anne Bernays, the nevelin, reaches creavive writing re Niewn Fellows
amad att W Sclvood of Crammunrcations, Boston Untversty.
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